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Brethren, we have a new District Project. 

Inspired by the work that they do, VW Bro Graeme Webb Grand Chaplain approached VW Bro 
Russell Pratt the District 19 Dist GM about the L’Arche community and charity. 

Background 

 

L’Arche was founded in 1964 by Canadian humanitarian and social visionary, Jean Vanier. 
Distressed by the institutionalisation and the isolation and loneliness of people with intellectual 
disabilities, Jean Vanier invited two men, Raphael Simi and Phillipe Seux, to live with him in a 
small house in Trosly-Breuil, a village in France. He named their house “L’Arche”, a French word 
for” the ark” in the biblical story of Noah and the flood.  

Word spread and young people from various parts of the world came to the community in Trosly 
to share their life with people with an intellectual disability. Although not anticipated by Jean, 
some of these young people were inspired by the vision of L’Arche and founded a L’Arche 
community in other countries. In 1998 the L’Arche Kapiti community was established in 
Paraparaumu, on the Kapiti coast.. 

Today, the International Federation of L’Arche consists of over 130 communities in more than 30 
countries around the world. Each L’Arche community operates independently, but all are united 
in their commitment to the L’Arche Statement of Identity and Mission. 

In New Zealand the L’Arche community is made up of about 60 people with and without learning 
disabilities sharing their lives together and are the only L’Arche community in New Zealand. 

They work to celebrate the gifts of each person, whatever their abilities and disabilities. They like 
to be creative and responsive, finding new ways to appreciate the gifts of each person. This can 
be through parties, services and just day to day life. 

They provide a strong sense of belonging. They like to be rich in fellowship and companionship 
(sentiments that should strike a chord with Freemasons), and able to organise events together 
and in small groups. 



Kapiti Wellington Freemasons – District Project – L’Arche Community vehicle 

  2

 

The need 

The current and pressing need is for a disabled vehicle to transport one of the intellectually and 
physically disabled members. Currently there is no capability to transport this lady around and 
thus she is confined to the house where she lives. If a suitable vehicle could be provided it could 
address this need together with being available for other duties for the community/charity. 

A potentially suitable vehicle would be a VW Caddy van with Wheelchair access. Preliminary 
discussions with the local VW supplier have indicated that they are willing to assist with a 
significant discount on a new vehicle. 

This vehicle is fitted with four seats as well as the wheelchair capability and would double as a 
small van/car for the needs of the organisation as a whole. 
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The opportunity 
 
This is an opportunity for the Kapiti Wellington Freemasons to get behind a community project 
that will result in a significant improvement in the quality of life for a disabled person and provide 
transport for a community/charity that does great work.  
 
The vehicle could be sign written with a combination of Freemasons, Gazley VW and any other 
major sponsor who contributes. Additionally, the names of the Lodges who get involved could be 
put on the vehicle. As such the vehicle would become a mobile billboard for Freemasonry in the 
Kapiti Wellington area and underline the good work that we are doing to support community 
projects and involvement. 
 
A significant sum of money has already been pledged by three masonic donors and with the help 
of the Freemasons Charity our target to purchase this vehicle is less than $10k. 
 
How are we going to do it? 
 
We are going to run two events; 
 
Firstly, a wine tasting event in the new building on the weekend of 26/27th October and 
 
Secondly, a sponsored run/walk on the Rimutaka Incline on 10th November 
https://www.trenthamunited.com/events/rimutaka 
 
The money raised from these two events should be sufficient to achieve our target. 
 
Brethren please get behind this project and show how quickly and efficiently we can help with a 
very worthwhile community project. 


