
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
115. Visiting Brethren 

a. No visitor shall be admitted into a Lodge unless he is vouched for by one of the 
Brethren present, or until after due examination and satisfactory proof that he is 
qualified to be admitted. 

b. The Master may refuse admission to any visitor whose presence he has reason to 
believe would disturb the harmony of the Lodge. 

c. The Master may refuse admission to any visitor, or require visitors to retire, if business 
is to be brought forward which, in his opinion, it is undesirable to discuss in the 
presence of visitors. 

d. No Brother who has ceased to be a member of a Lodge shall be permitted to visit any 
one Lodge more than three times until he again becomes a member of a Lodge.  

 
116. Disturbing Harmony  

a. Any Brother disturbing the harmony of the Lodge shall be formally admonished by the 
Master. 

b. Where any Brother persistently offends, the Lodge may resolve that he be subject to 
any one or more of the following: 
i. A requirement to withdraw for the remainder of a meeting; 
ii. A complaint to its Divisional Grand Master; 
iii. Censure; 
iv. Fine. 

 
117. Dissolution of Lodge 

a. Where the members of a Craft Lodge consider for any reason that the Lodge ought to 
be dissolved, then the provisions of this Rule shall apply. 

b. The Master or his nominee shall, before any formal resolution is passed in the Lodge, 
make contact with his District Grand Master who shall participate in the discussion and 
consideration affecting such dissolution.  The District Grand Master shall report the 
result thereof to the Divisional Grand Master.  

c. If the Divisional Grand Master is satisfied that the proposals for the dissolution of the 
Lodge (which shall include a Scheme of Distribution of the Lodge's property) are 
reasonable having regard to all the circumstances, he may authorise the Lodge to 
complete the dissolution process. 

d. Completion of the dissolution process shall be undertaken as follows: 
i. The proposal for the dissolution of the Lodge (which must include the Scheme of 

Distribution for disposal of the Lodge's property) must be sent out with the 
names of the proposer and seconder in a Summons dispatched to the members 
of the Lodge not less than 14 days before the date of the meeting at which the 
proposal is to be considered. 

ii. The motion must be carried by not less than two thirds of the members present 
and voting. 

iii. On the passing of a resolution to dissolve the Lodge, the Master shall forthwith 
forward to the Divisional Grand Master the Lodge Charter, books, papers and 
other records.  Disposal of the remainder of the Lodge's property must be 
implemented in accordance with the Scheme of Distribution approved by the 
Divisional Grand Master. 

iv. Any funds, property or other assets of the Lodge not disposed of in accordance 
with the resolution, and not subject to any specific Trust, shall be transferred to 
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the Grand Secretary to be applied to such charitable purposes and in such 
manner as the Board of General Purposes shall decide. 

e. No disposal of any assets of the Lodge shall be made whereby the members of the 
Lodge or any of them shall benefit directly or indirectly from such disposal PROVIDED 
THAT a disposal of assets to another Craft Lodge or other Craft Lodges, or to a 
Company, Trust or other legal entity which is or are effectively controlled by a Craft 
Lodge or Craft Lodges shall be deemed not to contravene this paragraph. 

f. If a Lodge's assets include any estate or interest in land or the proceeds of sale thereof 
(such estate, interest or proceeds being collectively referred to as "landed interests"), 
the Scheme of Distribution shall include any or all of the following provisions:- 
i. Subject to the subsequent provisions of this paragraph f. the landed interests 

shall be transferred to the Trustees of Grand Lodge to form part of the Masonic 
Building Fund. 

ii. If members of the Lodge are or will become members of another Craft Lodge or 
other Craft Lodges, and the landed interests or part thereof are needed for 
Masonic buildings in which that other Craft Lodge has or will have or those other 
Craft Lodges have or will have an interest, whether as owner or lessee, or if that 
other Craft Lodge or those other Craft Lodges are part of a Trust, Company or 
other legal entity which has or will have an interest in a Masonic Building 
whether as owner or lessee, then the Scheme of Distribution may provide for the 
transfer of that landed interest or part thereof to that other Craft Lodge, those 
other Craft Lodges, Trust, Company or other legal entity (as the case may be), 
but on condition that the landed interest so transferred shall be held on trust by 
the Craft Lodge, Craft Lodges, Trust, Company or other legal entity (as the case 
may be) so that when the landed interest is no longer required for Masonic 
buildings it will be transferred to the Trustees of Grand Lodge to form part of the 
Masonic Building Fund.  It will be a further condition of the transfer of a landed 
interest to a Trust, Company or other legal entity in terms of this paragraph that 
the Trust, Company or other legal entity:- 
I. Must be and must remain effectively controlled by a Craft Lodge or Craft 

Lodges, and 
II. Must enter into a binding covenant with the Trustees of Grand Lodge on 

terms acceptable to the Trustees of Grand Lodge, for the purpose of ensuring 
that the landed interest will ultimately be transferred to the Trustees of 
Grand Lodge to form part of the Masonic Building Fund, as is required by the 
preceding provisions of this paragraph. 

g. For the purposes of paragraph f. of this Rule 117 "land" includes all buildings and 
improvements thereon. 

h. At the time the Lodge forwards its Charter to its Divisional Grand Master, it shall 
forward a final report to the Grand Secretary outlining the steps the Lodge has taken 
to ensure: 
i. Its members retain their membership of the Craft; and 
ii. The future needs of widows and needy persons under the care and supervision 

of the Lodge are adequately provided for. 
i. Paragraph f. of this Rule shall apply notwithstanding any other provision in the Book of 

Constitution or any provision in the Lodge's By-laws to the contrary. 
j. Notwithstanding the terms of any resolution passed by a Lodge, the Lodge shall not be 

deemed to be dissolved unless and until it has complied fully with the requirements of 
this Rule. 
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118. Dissolution of Lodge of less than Seven Members 
If at any time the number of members of a Lodge falls below seven: 
a. The Lodge shall be deemed to be dissolved. 
b. The District Grand Master shall enter into informal negotiations with Brethren who 

were members of the Lodge immediately prior to dissolution for the purpose of: 
i. Retrieving the Lodge's Charter, books, papers and other records, which shall be 

passed on to the Divisional Grand Master. 
ii. Formulating a Scheme of Distribution for disposal of the Lodge's remaining 

assets, to be submitted to the Divisional Grand Master for approval. 
c. The Divisional Grand Master shall have full authority regarding disposition of the 

Lodge's assets and winding up its affairs generally, save that any landed interests (as 
defined in Rule 117f.) shall be transferred to the Trustees of Grand Lodge to form part 
of the Masonic Building Fund. 

d. That part of paragraph c. of this Rule relating to landed interests shall apply 
notwithstanding any other provision in the Book of Constitution or any provision in the 
Lodge's By-laws to the contrary. 

 
119. Disposal of Land  

 
a. Where a Craft Lodge holds any Landed Interest then, subject to the provision hereof, 

that Craft Lodge should provide within its By-Laws the manner in which such Landed 
Interest is to be held by its Trustees including, but without limitation:-  
(i) the manner of acquisition;  
(ii) the Trusts and/or purposes on which such Landed Interests are held; 
(iii) the manner by which such Land Interests if sold, transferred, gifted or 

otherwise disposed of, including any monies arising therefrom shall be dealt 
with by the Craft Lodge. 

b. Where any Craft Lodge holding any Landed Interest shall not have provided within its 
By-Laws for those matters referred to in paragraph a. Hereof then, in the event any 
land Interest is sold or otherwise disposed of, the net proceeds thereof shall unless the 
Board of General Purposes otherwise directs be transferred to the Masonic Building 
Fund. 

c. Where any Landed Interest or part thereof is to be transferred to any Trust, Company 
or other legal entity effectively control by a Craft Lodge or Lodges then such Trust, 
Company or other legal entity shall as a pre-requisite to such Land Interest being 
transferred enter into a binding covenant with the Trustees of Grand Lodge in terms 
and in form satisfactory to them providing that if that land Interest shall be disposed of 
in any manner then either the Land Interest or all the moneys arising therefrom shall 
be transferred to the Masonic Building Fund.  

d. Every By-Law enacted in terms of sub-clause a. hereof shall be first submitted to and 
approved by the Board of General Purposes prior to its coming into force. Such By-
Laws shall in all cases contain such provisions as shall be consistent with the laws of 
Grand Lodge and/or Rulings of the Board of General Purposes and shall contain such 
other provisions as the Board of General Purposes shall deem appropriate. 

e. For the purposes of this Rule: 
(i) “Land” includes all buildings and improvements situated thereon. 
(ii) “Landed Interest” shall have the meaning given to it under Rule 117 f. 
(iii) The provisions of this Rule shall have not applicable to any Land Interest of a 

Craft Lodge where that Craft Lodge is being dissolved. 
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