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CIRCULAR 

 
To:   ALL LODGE SECRETARIES  

Copy:   DISTRICT GRAND MASTERS 

   DIVISIONAL GRAND MASTERS 

From:   Grand Master 

Date:   21 June 2017   

Subject: AN UPDATE ON PROGRESS WITH THE FREEMASONS CHARITY  
____________________________________________________________________ 
Greetings brethren 
 
On 30 May 2017, The Freemasons Charity filed a new Trust Deed with the Charities 
Commission.  A copy of the Trust Deed will be available on the Grand Lodge website 
shortly.  A further copy will be publicly available on the Charities Commission website 
in due course. 
 
The Trust Deed provides a modern Constitution for The Freemasons Charity, replacing 
the various rules previously scattered through the Book of Constitution. It gives a clear 
identity to the Charity and the funds it holds, so they are not blurred within 
Freemasons New Zealand with the ‘non-charitable’ money it holds.  
 
One advantage of this clear separation of funds is that whereas The Freemasons 
Charity will continue to require a full external ‘Audit’ Freemasons New Zealand will 
now only require a financial ‘Review’. Cost savings and administrative efficiencies will 
be the result. 
 
I do want to emphasise that, while The Freemasons Charity might now have a separate 
Constitution, it remains wholly focused on its relationship with Freemasons New 
Zealand, and supporting our Lodges in their charitable activities. Both organisations 
are intrinsically aligned as one cannot succeed without the other.  The Board of 
General Purposes continues as the over-arching governing body with authority for 
policy and direction, and The Freemasons Charity will operate within those policies 
and directions, but within its charitable sphere ensuring always its funds are devoted 
to charitable purposes. 
 



 

I suspect that, from a Lodge and District perspective, little change will be noted – it is 
your Charity to be used to help those in need, to help support your charitable work in 
your community, to help spread the good works of Freemasonry. You have used it 
well in the past, and I urge you to continue doing so whenever the opportunity arises. 
 
I firmly believe that our charitable activities can often be an ideal opening 
conversation when we Speak Up For Freemasonry – the public are not aware of the 
breadth of our Charity, but when they find out they are impressed. I am keen for The 
Freemasons Charity to produce information bulletins detailing the range of its 
activities so we can all be better armed when we Speak Up. 
 
This restructuring of our Charity is designed to recognise the distinctly charitable 
nature of the funds held by The Freemasons Charity, and to give us all a better focus 
on the great work it is doing in our name. 
 

 

 
Mark Winger 
Grand Master 
 
 
 
 


