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Freemasons University Scholarships were initiated almost forty years ago for the purpose 
of rewarding excellence in students who were completing university degrees and, from a 
modest beginning, have grown to what it is today. The scholarships are now of two kinds, 
Postgraduate scholarships, worth $10,000 and University Scholarships worth $6,000. 

This year 17 men and 12 women were 
presented with their scholarships by 
Distinguished Professor Sir Richard Faull 
at a ceremony in the Legislative Chamber of 
Parliament on 10th May.

The selection process
From time to time the questions are asked 
as to why Freemasons are supporting the 
University Scholarships. The Freemasons 
Charity is continually reviewing the 
programme to ensure its continuing 
relevance and that scholarships are awarded 
to those who might not be able to continue 

the path towards their potential academic 
goals. The selection is rigorous and those 
chosen are the cream of the student crop. 
The process is best described by Dr Marc 
Dresser, a young Freemason on the Waikato 
University Selection Committee. 

“There must be a demonstrable, signi ficant 
and prolonged extra curricula charitable or 
public good work, they must be exceptional 
academically, they must be personable and we 
must be able to see a useful future. It matters 
not if they are male or female, it matters not 
what field they choose to participate in and 
it matters not what their personal financial 
status is. What matters is that each candidate 
has to convince us that they are going to 
be citizens who can make a difference to 
humanity, and about whom we can be proud 
of saying, we helped. And then, and only 
then, with round table committee consensus, 
do we select the worthy recipients”.

David Fountain, Chair of the Massey 
University selection panel of four, which 
spent two days interviewing 24 short-
listed applicants in person or by video link, 
comments. “The selected students, who are 
all at the upper end of their studies and with 

proven records, will go out to become the 
scientists, the engineers, the doctors, the 
vets, the IT professionals, the psychologists, 
the company directors, and so on both in 
this country and overseas. But, they will 
always be Kiwis, and all will remember how 
Freemasonry supported them in their final 
study year. If elitist means these people know 
what they are talking about then that is surely 
all to the good. We don’t want ‘’alternative 
facts’’ here! From my own involvement over 
many years, most applicants are from very 
modest backgrounds and are struggling 
financially.” 

These are young men and women, more 
often than not burdened by student debt, 
who have mastered hours of study to master 
facts, explanations, theories, ideas and 
large bodies of knowledge from lectures 
and laboratory classes. They then need to 
demonstrate that mastery to their university 
teachers in tests, examinations, assignments, 
and thesis work. Yet, despite all this, they 
have managed the time and energy to meet 
that special criteria of our programme, 
which is a demonstrated service to the wider 
community”.

2017 College of Scholars.

My stepping stone
“Initially I saw the opportunity to 
embark on a university degree as 
the ultimate goal. The Freemasons 
Scholarship enabled me to go beyond 
the ticking of a box and realise that 
education is a conveyor belt to jump 
on and off throughout one’s career.” 

With an annual distribution of 
funds of about $1.3 million per 
annum, the Freemasons University 
Scholarships, including the 
organisation and presentation 
ceremony represent less than 20% 
of that total. The balance goes 
on supporting Lodge projects, 
grants to relief of need and 
research fellowships.

Jacinda Ardern, 

Freemasons University Scholar 2001

Food for thought
A photo of the biscuits that Myra and Dave 
Mitchell (Almoners for United Wanganui 
Lodge) give to their widows/widowers and 
those that they visit.

They are gratefully received.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Freemasons University Scholarships 
Applications NOW OPEN, closing 
1 October.

Freemasons Heartland Bank 
Scholarships Applications open 
1 October 2017 to 1 February 2018.

Lawson-Smith Freemasons Education 
Trust Offering Veterinary Scholarships 
to 5th year students at the Massey 
Veterinary College, applications available 
from the Veterinary College.
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Potential for 
Building Upskilling 
Scholarships
Manawatu Kilwinning Lodge leads the way

With the acknowledged shortage of skilled 
operatives in the building industry and ever-
increasing complexities of material, systems and 
regulations, there is a strong case for supporting 
upskilling craftsmen who have completed their 
apprenticeships followed by a few years on the tools.

In 2016 a partnership comprising 
the Manawatu Kilwinning Lodge 
No.47, UCOL and Registered 
Master Builders, with support from 
The Freemasons Charity, instituted 
the Willson Lewis Scholarship 
for qualified tradespeople in the 
construction industry wishing to 
upskill. The scholarship, worth 
$6,000, was named in honour of 
two past Lodge members who ran 
significant construction businesses 
in Manawatu.

In his news release the Master 
of Manawatu Kilwinning Lodge, 
David Fountain, said. “I hope that 
the idea of this Freemasons Willson 
Lewis Scholarship might be taken 
up by other lodges around the 
country and education providers 
so that it might rival and comple-
ment the Freemasons Scholarship 

programme which is a major 
funder of university academic 
scholarships.”

This proposal links back to the 
origins of Freemasonry, which 
was about the care, training and 
upskilling of craftsmen. It could be 
a new beginning for the support 
of operative Master Masons or, 
as would be more appropriate 
for New Zealand construction 
systems, operative Master Builders 
and related trades. There could 
also be the opportunity for the 
recipients to be welcomed into 
the care of sponsoring Lodges 
where they could be encouraged 
to parallel their operative progress 
with the steps in today’s speculative 
Freemasonry. 

Representatives of The 
Freemasons Charity have met 

with Manawatu Kilwin ning 
Lodge with the suggestion that, 
following further trialling of the 
Manawatu programme, it could 
be progressively developed for 
national coverage. However, in 
order to achieve this, a partnership 
needs to be established with 
the Registered Master Builders 
Association and Tertiary 
Institutions. As it is also important 
to have the participation of local 
Lodges, those Lodges, which 
would like to express their 
interest, are asked to contact 
The Freemasons Charity. Email: 
tfc@freemasonsnz.org

There is a misconception that the 
scholarships are awarded to “rich 
kids”. Often the converse is true 
as evidenced in this report from 
Rick Pullin, Chair of the Auckland 
panel. “Our panel were delighted 
to award a scholarship to her. She 
is your classic kiwi kid striving to 
do her very best. We always have 
an eye out for those gifted students 
for whom the scholarships may 
provide the critical difference 
between continuing to study or 
face withdrawal from high-level 
academic pursuits. The candidate 
in question reported that her 
single father supported her and 
her younger brother by providing 
them with food and shelter, but 
he cannot pay for her other living 
expenses, let alone fund her way 
through university.

As the applicant said. “Although 
I manage to get by with part time 
work, money is tight, and the stress 
that comes with this holds me back 
from my own personal success, as 
well as my ability to give back to 
the community. This scholarship 
would help to relieve financial 
burden off my shoulders, enabling 
me to push beyond monetary 
barriers and allow me to focus on 
my academic success, which I will 
ultimately use to pay value forward 
to society.”

Where to now? 
The Freemasons University 
Scholar ship has been running for 
many years encouraging students 
to go on, to do even better, to learn 
and contribute to our society. We 
are truly supporting the leaders 
of tomorrow the benefit of our 
support will stay with them for 
the rest of their lives. However, 
the programme is regularly under 
review with, for example, the 
potential for scholarships aimed at 
Building Up Skilling, as proposed 
in the article in this issue. 

It is acknowledged that, for 
a number of the recipients, the 
Free masons Scholarship will 
lead to higher awards such as 
Oxford’s Rhodes or Clarendon 
Scholar ships, it is also the case 
that the former is the essential, 
and acknowleged, stepping stone 
to greater academic achievements 
and a place of influence on the 
world scene. 

As to why we do it is best sum-
marised by the National Charity 
Committee Chairman, Graham 
Wrigley who reminds us that. 
“Education is part of the Masonic 
tradition, especially the second 
degree, which encourages learning 
in the liberal arts and sciences”.

The GM meets Bal Timilsina and his family.

Despite coping with debilitating medical conditions Sean Boult 
(left – Crohn’s disease) and Shaun Markham (Cerebral Palsy) 
have both demonstrated considerable achievements 
academically and in the community.

Thank you again for such a wonderful day of celebrations, my 
mum and I loved it and felt very privileged! I just got offered 
my dream job in the policy analyst graduate programme 
at the NZ Treasury and wanted to let you know how much 
stronger I know this scholarship made my CV and how the 
panel interview gave me great practice in presenting myself 
and my strengths. Thank you for this amazing opportunity and 
supporting me. — Alice Ansley

Small things 
matter too

The Freemasons Charity largesse does not all get distributed to large projects and programmes. Many 
grants may only be a few hundred Dollars but, to the recipient, it can be the windfall that allows for the 
purchase of a vital piece of equipment. A random selection from the 61 grants made during the past 
year …

 � Teen Zone Levin – purchase of barbeque
 �Hastings Women’s Refuge – 
replacement furniture and bedding

 � Cystic Fibrosis Wellington – nebulisers
 �Merrilands Primary School – 
swimming pool cover

 � South Makiriki School – sports uniforms

 � Blind Foundation – 3× iPads
 � Birkenhead Scout Group – Replace tents
 � Northern Rodney Blue Light Venture – 
replacement computer

 � Far North Community Hospice – 
laptop for palliative care training

In addition to these local project grants there were 54 individual grants for relief of need.
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PALLIATIVE CARE 
ON THE MOVE
At a late afternoon tea in Waikanae on 12 June, 
attended by Hospice representatives and local 
politicians the Master of Lodge Tawera-O-Kapiti, 
Murray Kennett, himself a cancer survivor, 
presented a cheque for $4,700 to Phillip Harris, 
Senior Fundraiser for Mary Potter Hospice, for 
the purchase of Niki T34 syringe driver. The 
Freemasons Charity was a 1:1 partner in the grant. 

A syringe driver is a small, por-
table, battery operated device that 
administers medicines sub cu tane-
ously over a selected time period, 
usually 24 hours. Medicines are 
drawn up into a syringe that is then 
attached to the driver, which is set 
to move the plunger of the syringe 
forward at an accurately controlled 
rate. Syringe drivers can be used 
either short-term or long-term, 
for patients who are ambulatory 
and those who are confined to bed. 
Syringe drivers can be placed into a 
carry bag or pouch when a patient 
is mobile or be tucked under a 
pillow if the patient is bed-bound. 

Syringe drivers are used 
in specialist palliative care to 

provide regular measured doses of 
medicines. They are particularly 
helpful to deliver regular pain 
relief to someone who has chosen 
to stay at home and still receive 
high quality care during the course 
of their illness. 

Niki T34 syringe driver.

Murray Kennett presents the cheque to 
Phillip Harris.

A long-established Lodge revisits its awardees
New Zealand Pacific Lodge No.2 will be celebrating its 175th Anniversary during the last weekend in November. Each year it makes 
a number of charitable awards. This year’s recipients were brought together in July to speak about the background to their awards.

William Wallace Gibson was a 
Presbyterian Minister who served 
in a number of Parish roles and 
as the Executive Director of 
Presbyterian Support Services. He 
was a long-standing member of 
the Lodge whose bequest enabled 
scholarships to be awarded in the 
field of Religious Studies. 

This year’s awardees included 
Lynne O’Brien, who is studying 
for a Master’s Degree, investigating 
how faith helped those who 
suffered in the Christchurch 
earthquakes, Regrettably, sickness 
prevented Lynne from attending 
the evening. 

Sue Anne Teo, a PhD student 
from Malaysia, is looking at how 
sacred space interacts with secular 
issues in regard to the destruction 
of Hindu Temples in Penang by 
the Malaysian Government.  Her 
thesis is exploring the legality or 
otherwise of the temples.

Bex Todd is undertaking an 
MA investigating how religiosity 
is being reflected in the social 
media. It explores the religious 
lives and identities of young 
people in the post-modern age. It 
compares the declining religion 
of past generations with that of 
young people for whom religions 

information and connections are 
only a click away.

These presentations were 
followed by the award of a New 

Zealand Pacific Lodge Organ 
Scholarship to Marcus Jackson, an 
honours student at the NZ School 
of Music, who then demonstrated 
the use of technology to enhance 
organ music, including easing the 
writing of organ scores.

Earlier this year the Lodge 
provided financial support for 
Camp Purple, which was a 
gathering of children suffering 
from the incurable Inflam mable 
Bowel Disease. A full description 
of the camp and the presentation 
by Gastroenterologist, Dr 
Richard Stein is to be found in 
the September 2017 issue of New 
Zealand Freemason.

Sue Anne makes her presentation while 
Bex awaits her turn.

Organ Scholar, Marcus Jackson.

The Potter Trust supports the John Walker 
Field of Dreams Foundation
The John Walker ‘Find Your Field of Dreams’ Foundation has the aim 
of positively impacting the lives of young people in Auckland’s areas of 
greatest need by providing them with opportunities to live healthy, active 
lifestyles and pursue a positive pathway through sport and physical 
recreation. They believe this will encourage them to become prosperous 
citizens, connected with and committed to their community. Community 
Swim is one of their programmes, supported by the Potter Masonic Trust.

Over 80 deaths occur each year 
in New Zealand from drowning 
– most of which are avoidable. Of 
these, Pasifika children are most 
at risk. To prevent drownings, 
swimming is an essential skill, 
requiring many hours of learning 
and practice in the water. 

However, access to swimming 
instruction is not uniform across 
Auckland South. Since the transfer 
of operational budgets directly to 
school boards and the introduction 
of stricter requirements for school 

pool testing and operations, many 
schools have exited from running 
their own pools and swimming 
programmes.

Even though school groups 
are offered free access to pools 
especially for low socio-economic 
schools, the cost of arranging 
transport to a public pool is a 
significant barrier. In addition 
instructor costs to support teachers 
who are not confident in teaching 
swimming are also added barriers.

The Community Swim 
Programme has been developed 
to address these issues by 
providing free learn to swim 
lessons including pool entry, 
transportation and instructors at 
no charge to teach school children 
the basic yet essential skills of 
swimming to be safe around the 
water. The programme offers free 
learn to swim lessons for Year’s 3 
to 6 students attending Auckland 
South schools. It is estimated that 
approximately 162,000 children 
will receive free lessons annually. 
The lessons include transport to 
one of the many facilities available. 
The programme also runs a 
Portable Pool in four Mangere 
Schools.

This early intervention 
programme, with potential 
barriers removed, delivered in 
partnership with schools and the 
Potter Masonic Trust, is geared 
to build water confidence and 
swimming skills.

In the Swim

Victor Wero Whitewater Park, Manukau.

Kayak and canoe skills are 
an added bonus.

Feedback from amongst the comments received:

“Just wanted to say thank you so much for yesterday!! 
You have an amazing team!”

“I wanted to send you and your team a note of gratitiude and 
appreciation for being totally patient with us.”

“It was a first experience for two of our kids yesterday and 
they absolutely loved it! Their parents were amazed at drop off 
and brought their families back, shocked that this venue is in 
their back yard!”
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BLIND VISION
Through the generosity of the 

Potter Masonic Trust, 
the Find Your Field of 
Dreams Foundation 
is funding a physical 
activity programme 

to support students at 
BLENNZ (Blind and Low 

Vision Education Network 
New Zealand) at the Homai 

Campus. This funding supports 
the in-school delivery and range 
of sporting activities including 
Fundamental Movement Skills, 
Goal Ball, Blind Cricket and 
Athletics. This programme, 
delivered by Counties Manukau 
Sport, is extremely well received by 
the BLENNZ teachers and coaches. 

In a letter to the Grand Master, 
MWBro Mark Winger, the General 
Manager of FYFOD, Rick Pickard, 
writes. “The John Walker Find 
Your Field of Dreams Foundation 
is delighted with how the BLENNZ 
(Blind Learning and Education 
Network New Zealand) Primary 

Sport programme is functioning 
and the benefits it is bringing to 
this sector of our community.

We visit the Homai Campus to 
see the programme in action and 
it is always very reassuring to see 
the impact it is having on these 
children. The staff at BLENNZ 
are so appreciative of this great 
support they are receiving, as often 
their pupils do not receive these 
types of opportunities.

This year the coaches are 
delivering to five classes, two 
of which are to students in 
wheelchairs who also have physical 
disabilities. The class numbers 
are small and the coaches are 
supported by teachers and teacher 
aides. Primary and Secondary 
age students are included in the 
delivery. The session is 30 minutes 
duration and the coaches use a 
lot of adaptive equipment that is 
purchased using the funding.

Focus in Term 1 was “Chair 
Volleyball “. The Term 2 focus was 

Up Up and Away
One semester at Auckland and Heartland Scholar off to Oxford
Emma Godden
The 2018 Freemasons 
Heartland Bank 
Scholarships, available 
to children and 
grandchildren of 
Freemasons, commencing 
tertiary study, are open for 
application from October 1st to 1st 
February.

Receipt of a 2017 scholarship 
has enabled Northern Division 
recipient, Emma Godden, to 
get away to a great start on her 
academic career. Emma writes. 
“My first semester at Auckland 
University was great. I loved 
everything about university life 
and learning to live away from 
home. At the end of the semester 
my grades were one A and three 
A+. 

Emma has recently had a place 
at Oxford University confirmed. 
“In October I will be starting a 
4-year Master of Physics degree. I 

am very grateful to have 
the opportunity to study 
Physics at one of the top 
Universities in the world 
and to be able to learn 
from some of the best 
lecturers and tutors in 
the UK. The semester at 

Auckland has enabled me to get 
used to University life and learn 
how to adapt my way of studying 
for University. 

I am excited to see what the next 
four years of my life will hold while 
I am studying at Oxford. I am very 
thankful for the Heartland Bank 
Freemasons Scholarship as it took 
a huge amount of the financial 
pressure off me while I was in 
Auckland and has allowed me to 
focus on my studies.  

Emily Boyle
Southern Division 
recipient Emily writes. 
“So far my first year 
studying at the University 

of Otago has been an incredible 
experience. I have settled in well to 
life at Arana College and have been 
lucky enough to make lots of new 
friends from across New Zealand. 
The student life in Dunedin is 
truly one of a kind and alongside 
working hard on my studies I have 
been having a lot of fun exploring 
the city.

I am studying Law and a 
Bachelor of Science majoring in 
genetics. I am thoroughly enjoying 
my course and I really like how 
diverse my range of papers has 
been, from maths and chemistry 
to law. I have been working hard to 
achieve my study goals and I was 
very happy with my semester one 
results. 

I would like to 
thank Heartland Bank 
and Free masons New 
Zealand for the won-
der ful support they have 
kindly given me.”

Hayley McConachy
Central Division recipient writes 
of the transition to University. 
“Since leaving my high school, 
Whanganui Girls’ College, I have 
become a full-time student at 
Victoria University in Wellington. 
I have continued with my initial 
plan of studying Biomedical 
Science majoring in 
Human Genetics and this 
past June I completed my 
first trimester and my 
first set of exams, which 
went very well and I will 
continue with my course 
this next trimester and 

further strengthen my passion for 
science.

Attending university is a massive 
financial step and receiving the 
Heartland Bank Freemasons 
Scholarship has given me the 
security to move from Whanganui 
to Wellington to begin my first 
year at Victoria University and 
given me the opportunity to devote 

my first year entirely 
to study. Receiving this 
scholarship has been a 
massive help and kick-
start financially to my 
first year at university.

The Charity Herald is published 
by The Freemasons Charity.
Level 6, Freemasons House
195–201 Willis Street
Te Aro, Wellington 6011
PO Box 6439, Marion Square
Wellington 6141

Invest in the Freemasons Deposit 
Scheme*to invest in New Zealand
Heartland Bank is proud to be the Freemasons Deposit Scheme partner.

Through this partnership, built on shared values, Heartland Bank is working with Freemasons  
New Zealand to support the Craft in local communities, while providing Freemasons and their  
families with competitive interest rates on their deposits.

To find out more or to invest, call us on 0508 FREEMASONS (0508 37 33 62) or email freemasons@heartland.co.nz.
*Freemasons New Zealand is not a promoter of and does not guarantee the obligations of Heartland Bank Limited in relation to Heartland Bank deposits. 
A copy of Heartland Bank’s Disclosure Statement is available from www.heartland.co.nz or by calling 0508 FREEMASONS (0508 37 33 62).

Blind rugby.
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The blue scarf
Each year Charity Administrator, 
Sheila Hicking, undertakes the 
challenge of sourcing and 
arranging for a gift for 
our Masonic widows, 
thus continuing 
the tradition of 
recognising them 
in a way which 
complements the 
work our lodges are 
already doing.  
As Sheila says. “The 
challenge is always to 
select a gift that has the 
widest possible appeal. As 
the ladies who were to 
receive the gift are 
wide ranging in age 
and lifestyle it had to be a 
multi-purpose gift.’

“Where best to go but the 
biggest retail website in the world, 
Alibaba.com? Having received 

a Pashmina scarf as a gift I knew 
how deceptively warm they were, I 
knew it could be used as a scarf 

or a shawl if more appropriate. 
I found an appropriate 
shade of blue onto which we 
embroidered a discreet gold 
Square and Compass.” 
Pashmina is a fine type of 

cashmere wool. The textiles 
made from it were first woven 
in Kashmir, India. The 

name translates to “Soft 
Gold” in Kashmiri. 
Pashmina came 
to be known as 
‘cashmere’ in 

the West because 
Europeans first 

encountered this fibre 
in Kashmir. The fabric 

originated from four distinct 
breeds of the Cashmere goat. 

Sheila observes that “I got 
first hand experience of Chinese 
retail, the attention to detail was 
admirable. By the way it also makes 
a pretty passable table runner.”

“Blind Rugby Skills” to tie in with 
the Lions tour. Forty-five sessions 
delivered 60 coach hours.”
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