
 

To: 

Masters  

Secretaries 

Brethren I have been asked by the Divisional Grand Master RW Bro. Jim Watt to 
assist him in gathering information on the various Masonic Charities and or Trusts  
operating within the Central Division including their purposes and goals. 

For your benefit, I have obtained a few examples to make it easier  when compiling 
the information  that you send to your District Grand Master, for forwarding to the 
Divisional Grand Master 

Freemasons Foundation (legal name Northern Masonic Trust Board)  

According to the Charities Services website they declared (June 2016) assets in 
excess of $46 million 

They generally support larger charitable projects requiring ongoing funding. 

The Potter Masonic Trust 

Limited in its operations by its Trust Deed that states it operates only in the Greater 
Auckland area, basically north of Taupo. 

The main focus of the Trust is to provide play areas for children in that area. 

They do also look at approaches to provide educational tools for children  

Currently hold assets of around $19 million (includes a property in the Auckland 
CBD) 

Rankin Education Trust 

This is a Trust operating only in the Christchurch area, funded by a bequest from a 
prominent Christchurch freemason, Hugh McDougal Rankin, providing scholarships 
(around $2300 each) to 13 designated Secondary School Science students. 

We approach the Heads of Science Departments in a list of schools designated by 
the Trust Deed to nominate their best science student. 



The Tertiary programme allows the trust to help with university fees (up to $5400 
each) two scholarships can be awarded in one year. 

Currently holding assets of around $1.9 million 

 

 

The Freemasons Charity.  

This was originally started as the Widows and Orphans Benevolence Society in the 
late 1800’s The first collection for charity took place at the first meeting 125 years 
ago. There have been many name changes in the ensuing years but the Charity’s 
goals have remained virtually unchanged.                                                                                          
The changes to charities law in New Zealand in the early 2000’s made it necessary 
to form The Freemasons Charity to gain charitable registration.  

The Freemasons Charity is solely devoted to charity within New Zealand. 

The Freemasons Charity has two primary objectives:  

 to give assistance, through Lodges within Districts, to people identified as 
 being  in need, and 

 to assist lodges and districts and Masonic groups to be actively involved in 
 local activities and projects.  

The Freemasons Charity currently holds approximately $32,000.000 in total funds 
including the mortgage held on Freemason House. 

Masters / Secretaries 

If your lodge has a Charity or Trust account  RW Bro Jim as Divisional Grand Master 
would really appreciate your advising him of your Trust’s primary objectives, an 
approximate amount  paid out through the year and an approximate idea of the 
assets held by your Charity or Trust.  

Our Grand Master is advocating we “Speak Up for Freemasonry” to all.                                             
We can extend that to “Speaking Up” to each other, working together we can do so 
much more in our communities. 

Any information you feel you can pass on will be gratefully received by your District 
Grand Master who will then forward it to RW Bro. Jim Watt Divisional Grand Master. 

VW Bro. Mike Kendrick 

Divisional Grand Almoner 

Central Division   


