
Hi there! April ‘14 

Welcome to the first newsletter off the block which, I hope, will be the first of many to come.  I do 

hope you enjoy reading it as much as I have enjoyed putting it together.  I have called it “Snippets” 

because that is what I am hoping it will be – a collection of everything and anything that might be of 

interest to someone reading it.  It is, of course, very much an experiment and its success will be – to 

some extent – in your hands as it’ll only be meaningful if I am able to include contributions from as many 

people, young and old, new to Freemasonry or those who have been involved for all their married lives or 

longer, there are no limitations.  Please be assured that all contributions will be very gratefully received!  

And as many photos or illustrations as you are able to collect as well.  Thank you! 

The year started well for John and me with a lovely lunch organised by Andrea and Glen Houlihan 

(see Andrea’s article on the next page) at Wallaceville House in Upper Hutt.  It was a most 

successful occasion and we are already looking forward to the next one! 

 

Our Visits 

It has been a real pleasure being able to move round the country to some places I haven’t been to  

before and others not for some time, and of course meeting so many 

lovely people has been especially pleasurable.  We started our travels in 

late February with a trip to Tasmania for six days for their Grand 

Installation.  That was truly a lovely experience, both for the place and 

the people we met.  We loved Hobart and were sorry there wasn’t more 

time to tour the rest of the island – hopefully, next time.  We were very 

grateful to those from NZ who accompanied us on this trip.   This was the very 

tranquil view from our hotel room . 

Nelson was next up for the Annual Convocation for the Royal Arch Lodge – a very 

special weekend for Les and Olga Borrell which was most enjoyable.  We had a lovely 

time there where we made many new friends and were able to catch up with some old 

friends, as well as our eldest daughter and her husband, as an added bonus. 

The following weekend was at Te Awamutu – Waipa Lodge where the membership have done a 

fantastic job in rebuilding the Waipa Lodge rooms that were badly burnt by an arsonist the year 

before – the positive atmosphere was amazing and the ladies and members 

just so friendly.  We, the ladies, were sent off to watch a film at the local 

cinema, a Morgan Freeman film not on general release but a real ‘tear jerker’ 

– and yes, I did cry!!  During the evening Barry McLaggen took the opportunity 

to present John and me with a scarf in the Waikato rugby colours and cap 

(for John) and beannie for me.  So here is the photo to record the event. 

Melbourne Grand Installation came next with a very busy five days – intermingled with shopping 

whenever possible, of course!  Again, a very pleasurable experience and we loved every minute of it.  

And, we want to thank those from NZ who accompanied us.  We have really valued the opportunity to 



be part of the Australian Installations in this way and we look forward to catching up with our 

Australian friends again early next year in Adelaide.

We visited Invercargill at the beginning of this month for the 150th centennial celebration of 

Southern Cross Lodge, fittingly held in their magnificent building.  And again, I met some lovely ladies 

and here are a few photos.   

Invercargill was a new experience for me, a very interesting place which I hope we have the 

opportunity to revisit.  The weather wasn’t very kind to us when we were taken to Bluff to see 

the views but the disappointment was more than 

compensated for by a visit to the local Lodge rooms 

where we were treated to a lovely lunch with, of course, 

Bluff oysters and we met some amazing members and 

their wives, some ‘4 score years + 10’ or more – it must be 

something in the water or maybe the oysters!!  And after 

lunch we paid a visit to the most amazing Te Rau Aroha Marae (above) containing work by designer 

Cliff Whiting, a renowned artist whose work includes the Te Papa Marae in Wellington   It was a 

wonderful kaleidoscope of colours, very modern but telling all those ancient stories of their 

ancestors.  A fantastic example of modern art bringing the past into the current age.   

Last week we were in Tauranga for the presentation of Les Borrell’s 50-year badge and 

while the men were in the Lodge rooms I was looked after by a lovely group of 15 ladies – 

more of that next time with a photo.  This coming weekend we will be in Marton when John 

will present a 60-year badge to Gordon Sutherland, and next month we have the visit to 

Napier for the Central Divisional Conference and in June to Ashburton to the Southern Divisional 

Conference.  I very much look forward to catching up with a number of old friends and some not so 

old, as well as getting to know some new ones at both of these events. 

The next 920 days - by Andrea Houlihan, wife of Glen, District GM of Hutt-Wairarapa 

I am really looking forward to the next 920 days (or thereabouts) as my husband 

and I have continued to develop friendships with Freemasons, their wives and 

families in both districts and are looking forward to making deeper relationships 

all over the Hutt/Wairarapa District – especially those in the Wairarapa region.  I 

feel very privileged indeed to be able to share in their successes and being able to 

witness and maybe even participate in some of the more special moments of 

people’s lives as they receive their service badges and other moments of recognition. 

I recently had the lovely experience of sitting in the Te Puni lodge room to witness 

the presentation of the Roll of Honour to an obviously respected Freemason – in this 

case my father, W BRO BOB MILLER RH PM (pictured here with my brother Ian).  I 

sat and listened to the speech given by my husband as District Grand Master, 

recognising the many hours of devotion he has given to Freemasonry, his lodge and his community.   



He is not alone, as I venture out and meet more people in District 21 the true depth of what 

Freemasonry is about is evident.  I am constantly amazed at the depth of service and levels of 

commitment to this outstanding organisation. 

During these events, I have been asked many times what it’s like now that Glen is District Grand 

Master, and my response is “I am loving it”.  Every time I go to another event I meet someone new or 

rekindle acquaintances that are becoming close friendships and that’s exciting.  I hope to meet all the 

ladies of the District.  

I recently had the pleasure of organising a luncheon, it was well attended and I couldn’t have asked for 

a lovelier day, the venue was suburb, the weather was a cracker and the food was delicious, and the 

guests were amazing (we are a well behaved lot!  If I do say so myself).  

I invite you to host something for the ladies while the men are in a lodge meeting I am more than 

happy to help arrange something, don’t sit at home and wait for them to return – I am keen to learn 

more about you and your families, as I am sure there are some equally incredible ladies amongst us 

that I haven’t met yet.    Andrea 

My thoughts on the importance of Women’s involvement in Freemasonry  

– by Sandra Pope, wife of Mike, Past Grand Master 

For just on 50years I have been the wife of a Freemason.  I was new to 

Wellington when we married and a little apprehensive about what , if anything, 

would be expected of me in regards to Freemasonry.  I need not have worried as 

on the first Ladies Night I was very warmly welcomed.  Next came the Balls, 

Children's Christmas Parties, Picnics etc.  All great occasions - times for 

working together, making friends and supporting such worthwhile Charities. 

I realise times have changed but I feel it is most important for we womenfolk to get involved and help 

support functions that put Freemasonry out in the public arena.  It can be so rewarding.  Often they 

can be memorable family outings and great fun. 

I feel very privileged that many of the friends I have made through Freemasonry are my friends for 

life.   Sandra 
 

Presentaton and acknowledgement of two wonderful people, Brian and Dulcie Chainey 

- by Lynn Ries of Taranaki 

On February 15th 2014, Brethren and partners shared a marvellous meal 

and evening with Brian and Dulcie Chainey and their families and friends 

at the Stratford TET Multisports Centre for their presentations. 

Brian was presented with the well deserved Freemason Gold Charity 

Award Jewel, the second awarded in Freemasonry, and Dulcie with an 

etched tall crystal vase and beautiful flowers for their combined dedication in work towards 

benevolence throughout Taranaki Districts. 

The Mayor of Stratford, Neil Volske, spoke of Brian’s commitment to benevolence and his attendance 

at the District Council Meetings.  Guest speakers were from the Freemason Charity Trust: Terry 

McConnell and Sheila Hicking, who made the presentations. 

Acknowledgements were from Stratford RSA and Toko Lions Club, and all shared an evening with a 

happy deserving couple.   Lynn 

 

Christmas at Lodge Mana – by Gill Knox, Assistant to the Lodge Almoner 

Christmas time is a time when everyone is very busy, children are full of excitement, and 

parents and grandparents are thinking of presents.  It is also a time when Lodges are 

closing down for the year, having their last meeting often with their ladies present, but 



Lodge Mana does not stop there.  We have a Christmas party for the children and grandchildren of 

the Lodge members on a Saturday morning in December.  This I know will be happening in many lodges 

but it seems that our lodge has a different twist, we have games and Santa and presents.  We go to 

our local Warehouse store and give them the names sex and age of the children and price range we 

want to spend.  Someone there selects wraps and names the presents, so it is a mystery to everyone 

what is in the gift wrapping.  Each year we have been very pleasantly surprised at the choice and 

suitability of the gifts and I can certainly say that our grandchildren have loved the presents they get 

each year. 

On the day it is simple food like cherrios, hundred and thousand biscuits 

(much easier than fairy bread) chippies, savouries, small juice and water 

bottles and fruit kebabs which we assemble from half strawberries, 

pineapple, banana and marshmallows.  Whilst some of the ladies 

are getting the food ready there are games for the children 

then the food before Santa comes to give out the presents.  A 

Saturday morning given up at a busy time of the year but the 

excitement and joy of watching children’s faces is worth it. 

Once each year 

we also give our 

widows and the 

OBE’s (over bloody eighty) members an afternoon tea in 

one of our member’s homes.  This is eagerly anticipated 

by our widows as most of them are in rest homes and to 

come into a home for the afternoon is a treat in its self 

as well as catching up with old friends. 

Why am I writing this article?  Well I am the Assistant to the Almoner for Lodge Mana and have been 

for the past 15 years.  Over this time I have had the pleasure of visiting a lot of our widows, going to 

see a sick wife and generally being available for any of the wives to call me if they have a question 

they want answered from a female point of view.  I don’t profess to know the answer but at least I 

have the backing of the Almoner and Master to sort out the problem if need be.   Gill 

 

The Royal Visit to the NZ Police College – by Shirley Jarden, Kapiti Coast 

Well, Wednesday 16th April- an exciting day for me as well as my three surrogate grandees.  

Up at 5am, breakie and a shower and off down to Aotea by 6.45am.  Arriving at the grandees 

home, I was met with three excited children Grace 7, Hadley 6 and Hunter3.  Yes - we were 

off to see the Royals! 

It was pouring with rain, as well you all know, and we left on our journey at 7.15am arriving at the 

Police College and after going through a thorough security check, we drove in and parked the car. 

Next thing was to register and then off to our seating which was outside in the parade ground area 

putting towels down to sit on to try to keep a little dry and umbrellas up.   

We watched as each police car that was on display was checked over by the police dog and his handler.  

Then they checked all the flaxes that surrounded the area to make sure there was nothing untoward.  

There were marquees that had been erected to keep the royals dry when they arrived.  Well we sat 

and chatted with all the other excited families- there being 150 people in all. 

Yes, the grandees were in and out of the umbrella and getting wetter by the minute, but nothing 

seemed to phase them and there was not a lot any of us could do to try to keep dry. 

 



Of course, once in the area you were not allowed to leave and the wait was long.  Finally, the 

police recruits came out and lined the driveway either side and the grand Royal cars arrived.  

Umbrella’s down and we caught a glimpse of Prince William  and Princess.  

After their formal greeting they made their way down the steps just where we were all standing and 

went out into the parade ground area to chat to the families that care for the young up and coming 

police dogs to be. 

After cameras clicking madly, the Royals walked back up the steps and this is when Grace presented 

Kate with a bouquet of beautiful flowers and a present for Prince George.  She even made it onto the 

channel three news.  We then moved into a closer position to watch their final goodbyes and into their 

car for another engagement. 

We were allowed to leave the area once the Royals had left.  Three wet Kids, their Police Mum and 

Nana Shirley all piled into the car to go home, dropping my grandees off for their hot showers and 

then me driving home absolutely drenched to 

the skin. 

After a long hot shower and a good cup of tea 

I decided it was all worthwhile.  A wonderful 

morning sharing an exciting time with the 

Grandees and a closer view than most, of the 

Royals.  Would I do it all again? — YES, in a 

blink of an eye.  Nanas and Grandmas - 

capture the moment with the younger generation and remember it forever.    Shirley 

 

Thank you! – to all the lovely ladies who have contributed articles to this newsletter – I am 

most grateful.  I am very much hoping to have contributions from a variety of other ladies and these 

can be reports of what’s been happening in your area, your social activities, fund-raising events, 

articles on special people in your Lodge or special people in your community, special children and 

grandchildren, special ladies who deserve a mention, ‘good sorts’, fund-raising ideas, activities for 

ladies when the men are at Lodge meetings, comments and really anything that you think might be of 

interest to others – just send them all in, please!! 

I’m also hoping to include reports of the places that John and I have visited so that will keep you 

informed of the happenings throughout NZ, but I won’t be repeating the ‘official versions’ that will 

appear in the Freemasons Magazine.   

Charity Projects 

The last project initiated by Jan Cooper, wife of Past GM Selwyn, was fantastic and a very hard act to 

follow.  I confess I still haven’t found the ideal project that will be practical to run and will work well 

throughout NZ.  I have had a few suggestions such as a cookery book for men, making preserves 

(Preserving the Craft ) and a few others.  I am open to all suggestions so please send them in. 

Personally, I would very much like to support those people suffering with Cancer and maybe this can be 

done in a number of collective smaller ways over the next 2½ years.  If anyone is keen to 

keep knitting, I can put them in touch with a group still active in knitting for neo-natal 

babies and also another group who knit beanies for teens with cancer.  Rugs and cushions 

are also needed in some of the support houses for cancer sufferers from those ladies 

who are sewers, so if anyone wants more information, please contact me. 

Thank you for reading this and I look forward to hearing from you soon, Diana. 

Please email me with your comments and contributions at Diana.Litton@freemasons.co.nz   

mailto:Diana.Litton@freemasons.co.nz

