
 

 

 

 

 BITS AND PIECES FROM WIVES, PARTNERS AND FRIENDS OF FREEMASONS 

 

Hello again!  

Welcome to the second edition of Snippets.  I’ve been very encouraged by the warm reception I’ve 

received to this idea of communicating with you all in this way.  I do hope to hear from more of you very 

soon.  Please don’t be shy!   Send me in your articles, observations, comments – anything and everything 

for me to include.  This is meant to be a forum to inform and exchange ideas so, please, lots of 

contributions. 

Thank you to all the ladies (and some gentlemen) who responded to the request for email addresses to be 

added to the mailing list.  The list is definitely getting longer but still needs to grow........ so please, 

spread the word amongst the partners, family and friends of Freemasons, so everyone can share ideas 

and feel part of our fantastic group of Freemasonry supporters.  The weeks are flying by and we are 

already into the second half of the year - seems unbelievable.  I hope you are all keeping well and warm 

and free of the usual winter bugs.  

Our Visits    Since I last wrote, John and I have visited many memorable places around New 

Zealand.  We have been received most warmly on every occasion, which we have really 

appreciated.  The hospitality has been really amazing!   

In early May we visited Marton, as reported: “On the 3rd of May 2014 around eighty 

Freemasons with their families and friends met to celebrate with W Bro. Gordon Sutherland on 

being awarded his sixty year service award.  Gordon joined the Freemasons in Bulls back in 

1953 and subsequently went on to be the Master of Lodge Rangitikei in 1963.  Gordon fully suitably 

dressed in his familiar family tartan was as always in fine spirits 

and spoke about the wonderful experiences and joy he 

personally had being a Mason over the years.”  

The address was given to Gordon by Past Grand Master Selwyn Cooper and the 

sixty year bar was awarded by John.  It was a lovely evening, made especially 

enjoyable for John and me as we were able to renew some of the wonderful 

friendships made some years ago when John was Divisional GM.  Above are some of 

the ladies who attended the occasion. 

The Central Divisional Conference was great fun.  Napier put on some beautiful weather for us and 

the Memorial Hall where the conference was held was a great venue, light and airy with a fantastic 

view out to the Ocean.  We ladies were given a very interesting and informative presentation by the 

GL Charity Administrator, Sheila Hicking.  We asked lots of questions and our understanding of 

Masonic benvelence improved greatly.  We then 

set off to see Napier and were bussed around 

to different spots in the town, where we were 

able to get on and off at our pleasure.  Some us 

found a delightful cafe and ended up enjoying 

scrumptious food out in their garden. 

 

In my last newsletter I promised a photo from the evening I spent with a lovely group of ladies in 

Tauranga.  Heather Cooke has kindly written about it for me:   
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“On Wednesday the 23
rd

 April 2014, Bay of Plenty District 7 were honoured to have their first visit by the Grand Master 

M.W. Bro John Litton, and his wife Diana.  The occasion was The Gate Pa Lodge No. 407 presentation to V.W. Bro. Les 

Borrell with his 50 year badge. This presentation was carried out by M.W.Bro John Litton.  The Lodge also did a second 

degree working on Bro. Richo Faeo that same evening. The working was carried out by all the sitting Masters of Bay of 

Plenty District 7. 

While the men were busy at the Masonic Centre 

in Hairini, sixteen of the wives and partners 

went to Trinity Wharf for dinner. Here they 

were delighted to have dinner with Diana Litton 

and also Heather Hattie, wife of V.W. Bro Mike 

Hattie, District Grand Master for Counties 

Hauraki District 5, and Lyn Houston, wife of 

V.W.Bro. Graeme Houston, Divisional Grand 

Director of Ceremonies. It was great to have Olga Borrell, Les Borrell’s wife come along.  Also present was Pat Wyatt 

who was celebrating her 85th Birthday the next day. 

An enjoyable evening was had by all and the local ladies were impressed with Diana, and now have a greater 

connection with her, and all present wished Diana and M.W. Bro John Litton, the very best for the next 3 years.”   

     Heather Cooke, wife of Mike, District Grand Master of Bay of Plenty District 7 
 

 

Senior Mason's Afternoon Tea  by Bev Bagnew of Taranaki 
This is an event that a committee put together each year for the Senior 
Masons and Widows of Taranaki. This year’s event was a High Tea and the 5 
ladies on the committee all found their tiered plates that we had forgotten 
we had plus our other fine china plates to serve the Afternoon tea on to 

about 70 Senior Mason and 
Widows from around Taranaki.  
Entertainment was provided by a 
very talented 15yr old girl from Inglewood who sang so many songs 
that the Seniors could relate to.  Everyone enjoyed themselves and 
saying we will see you again next year, and as they left the hall were all 
given a goody bag put together by our very capable main cook and 
adviser Wendy Leathley.   Bev 

 

Being a Masonic Wife – by Daphne Price  

Now what can I say about being a Masonic wife for 53 years?  I have travelled with Jack for many 

years to Grand Installations in Australia and New Zealand.  I have met many interesting ladies and 

some of them where very talented.  If you get the chance to visit with your husband or partner do 

so and you could be well pleased with what you can learn. 

We celebrated George Muir’s 60 year badge on 22
nd

 May.  It was a lovely evening with about 100 

present.  He is 96 years of age and so interesting to listen to.  One can learn so much from him. Daphne 
 
 

The Centennial of Lodge Whakatane    This was a memorable visit where John, together with the 
Lodge Master, Graeme Sharp, unveiled a plaque - which was subsequently blessed by the Grand Chaplain, 
Ivan Smith.  “All present then viewed the touring Freemasons' Exhibition, which was very well received and 
included some local historic artefacts.  The Ladies remained to enjoy the entertainment and each received a 
copy of the "Plain English Guide to Freemasonry".  Inside the Lodge rooms, the Grand Master personally 
greeted the Lodge Masters and Representatives, before presenting each member of Lodge Whakatane with a 
Centennial Jewel.”  Photos of taken at the Library Exhibition are below and on the next page. 

Earlier in the day John and I were very privileged to be welcomed onto the Mataatua Marae, and to 
learn how it had been repatriated back to its original home after 130 years of being transported 

around the world.  Built in 1875, it travelled to 
Sydney, Melbourne, London, Dunedin and Otago before 
being rebuilt back in Whakatane in 2011.  The digital 
light show of HIKO legends was really amazing. 

We also visited Bill Ross and his wife.  Despite his 
illness, he hadn’t lost his sense of humour and treated 
John to a ‘wee dram’ at 11 o’clock in the morning! 

http://masonic.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=051bb7dbf4ffd18fdbfcfec9b&id=8615ca19e3&e=7cfc278a56


 

Blessie 

On a more serious note, the sad 

death of Blessie Gotingco has 

touched all of us.  Blessie’s husband, 

Antonio, is a Freemason and at 

Whakatane we were told by Grand Chaplain Ivan Smith of 

the tremendous support given by members of his lodge.  After Blessie was reported missing, brethren supported the 

search and generated awareness via social media.  The traditional Roman Catholic prayer vigil, called a Novena, was 

held over nine days at the Northcote Masonic Centre.  Members supported Antonio at his home, ran errands and helped 

around the home to prepare it for the arrival of extended family.  Financial donations were received by Lodge North 

Harbour, and an emergency grant has been provided by the Freemasons Charity.  It is gratifying here to know of 

benevolence, one of the distinguishing characteristics of a Freemason, being practiced in this way . 

 

A Special Visit to Parliament  

The 150th anniversary of the battle of Gate Pa was commemorated at a special 

ceremony at Government House in April.  The Gate Pa Lodge has two members who 

were at that battle which took place on 29 April 1864.  One John Bell went to 

Cassino with the official party, and another Wilson Dodds was unfit to make the 

journey.  Having missed out the Government put on a service on 21 May at 

Parliament and Wilson along with his wife May travelled to the Capital for the 

commemoration.  Pictured here are May and Wilson ready to make the trip to 

Wellington.  
 

Another occasion taking place at Parliament in the same week was the  

2014 FREEMASONS CHARITY UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATIONS 
This was a lovely occasion with students and their parents.  The students were presented 

with Freemasons scholarships totalling $208,000.  Sir Ray Avery GNZM handed the A-grade 

students their scholarships in Parliament’s Legislative Council Chamber.  Nine postgraduate 

students were awarded a total of $82,000 and 21 university students a total of $126,000.  

The students were from AUT and Auckland, Waikato, Massey, Victoria, Canterbury, Lincoln and Otago universities. 

For the last 36 years, the Freemasons Charity has funded nearly $4.42 million in scholarships to 1,051 students.  Its 

privately funded university scholarship programme is one of New Zealand’s largest and one that we should be very 

proud of.  John congratulated parents and families of the scholarship recipients.  All recipients were actively involved 

in volunteering and supporting people in their networks and communities - yet they still managed to achieve 

consistent excellent academic results.  A truly memorable event! 

 

Taranaki Masonic Ladies Committee – a report by Rosemary Harvie 

The Taranaki Masonic Ladies Committee was formed many years ago to enable the Ladies of North Taranaki to get to 

know each other as well as the South Taranaki Ladies.  The Committee has progressed over the years and one of the 

projects we do is provide emergency packs for Taranaki Base Hospital and Hawera Hospital. This is done expertly by 

our long standing Treasurer Margaret Thompson. They are very well received by the hospitals and by those patients 

who have arrived unexpectedly with no toilet gear.  

Every alternate year the Committee provide Afternoon Tea and entertainment for the Welboum Masonic Village 

residents in New Plymouth. In the intervening years we arrange a Mid-Winter Luncheon and this is extended to all of 

the Brethren, Ladies, and Widows of the Taranaki Lodges.  This is usually based in Stratford which is a reasonably 

central location.  

As Taranaki is well known for its wonderful gardens which are quite spectacular in November we organise a Mystery 

Garden Safari visiting the "Fringe Gardens" rather than those in the Rhododendron Festival. Each year we specialise in 

a particular area and last year we visited gardens in Waitara.  We meet at a common point for Morning Tea, after 

which we are given the address for the 1
st

 garden.  At this venue we are given the next address and so on. These days 



are full of fun and friendship. Everybody brings along a packed lunch to eat at one of the beautiful gardens.  We have 

a very relaxed and enjoyable time and, as with the Mid-Winter Luncheon, this activity is extended to all Lodge 

Members, Ladies, Wives, Partners, Widows, family and friends.  

Shown at the recent Annual General Meeting partaking of the "Pot Luck 

Tea" clockwise around the table from Left to Right:  Treasurer Margaret 

Thompson, Barbara Profitt, Alison Thomas, Maxine Haybittle, Secretary 

Lorraine Yateman, President Rosemary Harvie, Dulcie Chainey, Lynne 

Ries, and Audrey Mason.  

 

Southern Divisional Conference 

The last trip for John and myself has been to visit 

Ashburton where we definitely experienced a chill in 

the air – but much warmth from those we met with. 

We ladies were bussed to a lovely farm complex called 

Riverstone, just north of Oamaru.  There we were given 

an extensive tour of the herb and vegetable garden by 

the restaurant’s chef (son of the owner) who spoke 

with absolute passion and enthusiasm of his work.  I hadn’t realised that herbs could be so interesting! 

Post Active Service – by Jan Cooper (Wife of Past Grand Master, Selwyn Cooper) 

As Selwyn and I approached the final six months of his term as Grand 

Master many of you asked what would we do with ourselves afterwards 

and, now that we have arrived at “afterwards”, we are being asked 

whether are we enjoying our retirement. 

Well, now I can explain what “afterwards” is like 

for us.  First of all, our suitcases have been closed 

and placed on shelves!  Yes, we still travel to meetings, but since these are 

closer to home we have little occasion to frequent airports.  I am active again 

with my walking group and Selwyn has finally joined a local tramping club.  

Admittedly on his first couple of outings he seriously thought he had “made a 

mistake”.  However, he has suddenly noticed a lift in his fitness level and no 

longer lags behind the main group.   

Easter weekend saw Selwyn tramping the Queen Charlotte track (73km from Ships Cove to Anakiwa) 

with our younger son and his son – which was a great opportunity for three generations to enjoy some 

quality boys’ time together.  Another grandson plays hockey on in-line skates and we have finally been 

able to attend a series of his games.  This is an all weather sport that is played indoors and it is fast, 

furious and very loud!  The use of crash helmets, face grills and body padding give the boys a very 

American appearance. 

Some of you may recall how much we missed our elderly Siamese cat during our term.  

We have recently given a home to an adult seal Burmese cat with a very dominant 

personality.  Monty originally lived two houses away and was rehomed when his family 

decided to relocate to Australia.  This has been a win-win situation for us as he is 

past the frisky kitten stage and we are really enjoying his company. 

We have had the pleasure of Mum’s company with her once 

again taking holidays at our home.  On these occasions Mum 

has caught up with her grandchildren as well as her great grandies and she 

was especially pleased to be able to meet one of her adult great grandsons 

for brunch at a very trendy Mt Eden cafe.  Mum and I have also made a 

serious attempt at sampling as many cafes as possible to make up for lost 

opportunities during our “busy time”. 



Has it ever been on your bucket list to do 

something you've never done before? That's 

how it was when I first entered a relay 

team with Taupo.  At the time, I enjoyed 

cycling, however had never entered into 

an event and felt unsure if I was up to the 

challenge. I need not have worried as the 

support from the organisers, other cyclists 

and supporters made it such an enjoyable 

event that I went back for another relay, 

and then to cycle the whole thing!  I 

highly recommend the event. No matter 

your skill level, with a bit of training it's 

achievable for any age and fitness.    

Emma (Diana’s daughter) 

Finally, we have managed to make a start on the house renovations that were put on hold and we hope 

to have those jobs completed by the end of this year. 

All in all, we feel that we have stepped out of a very active and fulfilling term of office and have 

achieved a lifestyle balance that ensures we are enjoying our retirement.  Family has been placed 

firmly back in the forefront of our lives and plans are afoot for trips to Europe and Rarotonga over 

the next year.   Jan 

 

Thank you! – to all the kind ladies who have contributed articles to this newsletter.  Please keep 
sending me items to include in future newsletters -  a few words on something your ladies’ group has 
done, reports of what’s been happening in your area, your social activities, fund-raising events, articles 
on special people in your Lodge or special people in your community, special children and grandchildren, 
special ladies who deserve a mention, ‘good sorts’, fund-raising ideas, comments and really anything 
that you think might be of interest to others – just send them all in, please!! 

The "Plain English Guide to Freemasonry". - I am very excited about this little book which has been 

the product of a number of enthusiastic people including myself, wanting to make it very much easier for 

the ladies and families, in particular, to talk about what their men are up to at Lodge – especially when 

asked by others who have no idea of what Freemasons are about or why they become members, etc.  

We hope this book will meet this need.  It has already been given out at the Divisional Conferences and 

is available to members, wives, partners, and family of Freemasons to help them answer any questions 

that might be asked of them.  Just contact Grand Lodge for copies.  I hope it will go some way to help us get the 

message out that Freemasonry is a caring and community-orientated organisation, of which we are proud. 

Charity Projects  In my last newsletter I said how I would like to support those people suffering with Cancer 

and I have since received a request from the Cancer Society for help with knitting beanies, scarves and 

rugs for patients undergoing treatment who might be feeling chilled.  So if any of you would like to find 

spare balls of wool, striped items might be the answer – they will all be very gratefully received.  A friend 

said an easy scarf can be made by casting on 180 stitches with 6.00mm needles and knitting each row in a 

different wool (any colour or ply, they all blend in together), leaving a four inch strand of wool at each end 

which then becomes  part of the fringe.  Peggy squares also make a good rug.  I’m happy to receive 

whatever anyone would like to make – and can be contacted at Diana.Litton@freemasons.co.nz  

125 Year Celebrations   Next year will be an exciting one for us, celebrating the 125th anniversary of 
the start of NZ Freemasonry.  The organising committee is very keen to have ladies’ ideas of what 
celebrations could be held, either within Divisions, Districts, or individual Lodges.  So please come up 
with your ideas.  It could be a lot of fun!  Email Mark Winger on Depgm@freemasons.co.nz    Thank you! 
 

TAUPO BIKE CHALLENGE    And, lastly, I was really blown away by the article in the last 
Freemasons magazine which featured John Scott and the report of the cycle race round Lake Taupo.  
I read the article with great interest and had immense admiration for all those involved.  Well done – I 
thought!  But what also grabbed my attention was that the race ‘caters for riders of all abilities’ and I 

wondered whether I could get some ladies teams there in support of Freemasons and of course a 
charity with my choice being Child Cancer.  Anthony 
Clouston who was very involved in last year’s Taupo Bike 
Challenge is very keen in getting some ladies’ (and family) 
teams together this year and he can answer any questions.  
The date is Saturday 29 November. 

So – ladies and families and friends – please do think of joining us 
for a great event.  Just being there is a great buzz.  Teams are 
of 4 people, cycling 40k each, and they can be of both genders 
and all ages (15 to 90 so that must include every one of you 
reading this article!).  I’m going to give it a go – I have done very 
little cycling since my teens but hope it will get me fitter (and 
perhaps leaner!!).  Those less confident are grouped together and 
two people can ride together if they want to.  There is plenty of 
time to get your families and friends together and start 
practising!  It is a commitment but it would be so very rewarding.  Accommodation is about $50 a night 
depending on your choice.  Registrations are already being taken at the website http://cyclechallenge.com  
so if you are interested please let me know by the end July/early August, if possible, please.  Thanks!  

And thank you for reading this and I very much hope I will hear from you soon, Diana. 

http://masonic.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=051bb7dbf4ffd18fdbfcfec9b&id=8615ca19e3&e=7cfc278a56
mailto:Diana.Litton@freemasons.co.nz
mailto:Depgm@freemasons.co.nz
http://cyclechallenge.com/

