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 BITS AND PIECES FROM WIVES, PARTNERS AND FRIENDS OF FREEMASONS 

 

Festive greetings to everyone - now that we are well into the “Silly Season”! 

This is will, of course, be my last edition of Snippets for 2014 but it is a great opportunity 

for me to wish you all the best of all Christmases and everything you could wish for in 

2015.  Let’s hope it’s a great year for all of us!   

I am particularly looking forward to celebrating the 125th anniversary 

of the formation of the Constitution of New Zealand Grand Lodge.  This 

celebration has behind it a number of very interesting stories and I hope they will 

be collated and published for us all to enjoy. 

I love hearing from anyone who contacts me – so, please, don’t be shy- please email me at 

diana.litton@freemasons.co.nz.  Tell me your stories.  Tell me about yourselves.  Tell me about your lodges 

and the people you have met there.  Tell me what you have all been up to socially, and what you may have 

been doing to support your own community, what is going on within your district and beyond.  All of this is 

worth sharing with others and keeps us all engaged.  And – please – send photos – we all love looking at 

them!  And also please feel free to share any special articles you come across, or recipes or any other items 

of interest.  Communicating and sharing experiences are really important to us all . 

 

Our Last Official Visit for this year:  Last month we had a most enjoyable visit to Opunake – a place I had 

never visited before – but I found it was one of those best-kept treasures of New 

Zealand!  We were there to celebrate the very special presentation of a 60-year jewel 

to a very remarkable Past Grand Master and very revered member of his community, 

Dan Holmes.  Dan is shown here being presented with his jewel by his eldest son.  John 

and I felt very honoured to be part of this immensely special ceremony which was 

attended by a vast collection of people from Dan’s family, the local community and by 

others who had travelled widely to be part of this memorable occasion. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM LADIES THAT HAVEN’T BEEN INCLUDED IN EARLIER NEWSLETTERS 

I have a number of articles that ladies have kindly sent in to me which, because of space constraints, I haven’t 

been able to include in earlier newsletters, so now I’m having a bit of a ‘catch-up’ and here are some: 

 

Birthday Surprise for Lodge Visitor                  

Avant Garde Lodge do not meet in July so it was decided that we would go out for 

Breakfast on 13th July to the Auto Lodge.  This was very well attended with members, 

family and grandchildren.  A very enjoyable breakfast and social time was had by all. To 

finish the morning the master, Graham Thompson, presented our lodge visitor who 

hails from Cyprus, Hubert Mugliette with a Birthday cake as his birthday was a few days 

later and he was here in New Zealand by himself, he was so overwhelmed that he was 

speechless for a few moments - he couldn’t believe what had been arranged.  Nice to 

be able to surprise someone.  This event was so successful it was talked about doing it 

again.                                                                                                                           Bev Agnew 

 

 

Midland 28 Ladies Group. 

Over the past year we have had a huge amount of interesting events, meetings and social occasions. 

Maybe I should start with our major occasion earlier in the year being, Lodge Erewhon Centennial 

Celebration when we were fortunate enough to have the Grand Master John Litton and his wife Diana 

spend the weekend with us all.  We were able to have a wonderful pot luck tea on the Friday night 
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which enabled us to meet and greet our guests,  Saturday the unveiling of the drinking 

fountain was a cold miserable day John Litton was the first to drink from the fountain 

after the unveiling.  However the Banquet that night was much more welcoming and a fantastic night 

was had by all.  We were thrilled to have the Philippine’s band to play for us during the evening.  

Sunday it was still raining so after a quick trip around the county with John and Diana we had a lovely 

luncheon at John and Chrissy Handy’s before returning back to Ashburton. 

The Ladies groups in the Midland 28 have had several evenings visiting each other while our Masonic 

husbands are at their meetings and have had some brilliant speakers to keep us occupied and happy 

during this time. During October 37 ladies from Ashburton and Timaru met in Geraldine and had a 

wonderful meal at a lovely restaurant called “Verdes” everyone had the opportunity to meet up with 

old friends and make some new ones.  It was wonderful day all round. September the Ashburton area 

ladies had a day of, fun laughter and painting, our mega attempt at Hope Stones for 

Cancer this was a full-on but happy day.  We are planning another day down in Timaru 

on the 29th November I trust it will be as exciting as it was in Ashburton.  The knitting 

ladies are still knitting.  Those of us who have been able to take part in all that has 

been to offer have had a very social time and it amazes me how welcome everyone has 

made us feel.  Merry Christmas to you all!                           Ruth Kinvig 

 

Lodge Erewhon Ball Memories from the 40-60s 

Lodge Erewhon Ball was a Grand night held in Mid-Winter at the Mt Somers Hall.  Invitations were 

sent out to other Lodges and these were well sort after, there was always a huge crowd. 

Of course it was all the build up with shopping for a new ball gown which were beautiful long gowns 

made from a variety of materials Taffeta, Satin, Lace.  Who was going to babysit as we all had small 

children, a baby sitter was difficult at times to arrange and often it was family that came to help out 

for the occasion, some parents from as far away as Christchurch. 

Often before the ball you were invited to a friend’s home for pre- ball drinks as there was no alcohol 

permitted in the hall so the evening started young.  (The reason for no alcohol in the hall.)  It was a 

Memorial Hall and it was in respect to the memories.  However the men often had some in their cars to 

quench the thirsts. 

After friendly drinks it was back into the cars and off to the ball we were always astounded when 

entering the hall at Mt Somers at the beautiful decorations setting the scene for the old time 

dancers.  The Dancing was wonderful, Gay Gordon, Valetta, Square dances to name a few and it was the 

Cooks Orchestra playing.  Then about 9pm it was time for the Grand March lead by the Worshipful 

Master of Lodge Erewhon 200.  It was a splendid march when 

everyone joined in.  Supper was held in relays as there was no 

supper room at the hall and everyone went to the library which 

was about 100 metres from the hall so Ladies had to don their 

stoles, coats etc. to make their way across the often frosty 

ground to eat supper.  It was a quick turnaround as there was 

another sitting to follow.  However it was a good time to chat and 

catch with friends before going back to the dance where one 

could warm up and dance the night away.  All too soon it was time 

to return home with wonderful memories of a night at the ball.  

     Noeline Murdoch 

“I Remember” 

It was a morning just like any other, but the difference was that, that evening my husband was to be 

installed as Master of Lodge Erewhon No.200. 

The day was May 5th, 1979.  Nothing new- the ladies had been catering for such an occasion for many 

years.  I had been part of the team for some years so was familiar with the routine. 

Previously I had been given “the Book”.  It contained everything I needed to know.  Included was the 

need to prepare the pickled onions well ahead of the day, and a friend had offered to help with the 

chore.  We peeled, we laughed-and we cried.  What a fun night!   

So the stage was set, with approximately 120 people expected.  By early afternoon, everyone who 

promised to help arrived carrying their bits and pieces.  There was no need to tell these ladies what to 

  Noeline Murdoch and Noeline Keast   



do: they knew; some to the kitchen, some to the trifle-making area - no shortage of help here tasting 

to see if the trifle needed a dash more sherry was mandatory - say no more. 

Tables were set with white cloths and the best cutlery, placed to perfection: that’s it – no, just a 

little to the left- that’s right. 

Meanwhile, in the kitchen, lettuce was being washed and cut, accompaniments at the ready.  Potatoes 

in pots ready to be cooked later.  No concern here – Mary had taken care of this for many years so 

everything worked like clockwork.  

The promised legs of mutton were carved by the men, ham likewise.  These same men would later don 

their white coats and wait on the tables. 

Time for a well- earned cup of tea, time for swapping stories, some funny, some sad. 

As I look back 35 years, I treasure and respect the friends I made and still have. 

True friends are like gold: precious and rare.  I feel Blessed.                                    Noeline Keast 
 

TUBE FED BABIES 
My name is Edward Green, most well known as Ted.  I am a past master of Hinemoa lodge No 122 
and have been a member since 1965. 

My daughter-in-law gave birth to twin boys at 26 weeks.  One of the boys was severely brain 
damaged due to oxygen deprivation and only lived for a few days.  The surviving twin, Aidan, is pictured 
here. 

The problem is that he has to be fed directly into his stomach by tube; some of them are fed through their 
nose.  There are some 400 children at any given time in this condition.  Some of them 6 
years old.  This creates a great strain on families as these children have to be kept in a 
high chair during their feeding time which can take in some cases up to one and a half 
hours, three times a day.  The ultimate aim is for these children to be taught to eat 
naturally.  It is surprising to us to find that eating by mouth is a learned function.  These 
children are repulsed by objects in their mouth it will even induce vomiting in some 
cases. 

I have been able to ease the problem for my daughter-in-law and another mother with twin boys by 
making special knapsacks to contain the food and pump so they can move around while being fed.  This 
allows them to walk about and play while feeding, my grandson four years old can now go to kindergarten 
and his feeding does not hamper him as he can participate with the other children while feeding. 
We are very lucky in that Hinemoa - Kairangi Lodge No 122 is subsidising his speech therapy, which he needs 
to strengthen his throat muscles. 
There is a system to teach these children to eat with their mouths. This is done by an Austrian Paediatrician 
unfortunately there is some professional jealousy here and other paediatricians won’t participate. 
This was done recently at Starship Hospital in Auckland funded by the New World Food market chain.  (It was 
reported on Television and in some newspapers).  This process demands to be done under medical supervision 
as there could be damage to organs if not properly monitored. 

My hope is to bring this problem to the attention of all Freemasons and their families in the hope that we 
may find a way to assist these people in overcoming these problems and enrich their lives as is our Masonic 
responsibility. Ted Green 
 
 

Masonic Movement & Partners - Reflection 

Sunday morning sitting on my balcony in the sun overlooking a pristine 

Napier Bay, I reflected on the Masonic Central District Divisional 

Conference I had attended the day before and what came to mind was, how 

grateful and proud I am that my husband is a Freemason.  It is so 

refreshing to mix with people that have great values, care about people, 

have good standards and are very supportive and do so much for the 

Community.   

Thinking about where the Masonic movement is going, it is vital we do not take things for granted.  In 

the 21st Century people have very busy lives, so it is very important that partners are included in 

Masonic social events and that these events are constructed so people can mix and mingle.  A couple 



Ability is what you're 
capable of doing.  
Motivation determines 
what you do.  
Attitude determines how 
well you do it.  Lou Holtz 

that plays together stays together.  So on this note I will tell you how my husband WB 

Murray Kennett from Lodge Waikanae 433 and I started a very successful Ladies Group 

which is still going strong. 

To start with I put on a simple meal, and the ladies loved the fact they did not have to bring a 

plate.  It was a bit of work but I was richly rewarded for my efforts and I had great help from 

some of the Ladies.  On these evenings we would have an 

activity to do, such as making a Fascinator, card making, 

making a flower centrepiece, knitting/crochet a blanket 

block with beads, a show and tell evening, a photo-guessing 

competition, writing about your life’s story, how to wear a 

scarf in about twenty different ways, and a card reading 

evening.  There are so many different things you can do. 

On the social and fund raising front we had a Somerset 

Maugham pot luck auction evening for charity, with everyone coming in 1920’s costume.  We raised 

$1,500.00 which Grand Lodge kindly matched. Not a bad result for a night of fun.  We 

had a Murder Mystery Night, a War Themed Pot Luck Dinner, quiz nights, a Mystery 

Bottle Auction, Midyear Christmas Dinners and many other fun evenings. 

In a nutshell, Ladies, do get 

involved with your husband’s Lodge, 

you will be richly rewarded for 

your efforts and make some great 

friends who will support you 

through good times and bad.  We 

all need to work in the big picture 

and we will reap the rewards of 

belonging to a great Masonic movement.  Wishing you every success in your future 

endeavours,  Anna Kennett. 
 

 

Comments received from ladies during the year: 

“Hi Diana.  Have just picked up my husband’s Freemason magazine, March 2014, and 

read your article.  What a good idea, getting in touch with other Lodge wives.  Lodge has always 

been my husband’s interest, and I have not ever been involved, just the odd gathering when I have 

been invited to attend, but to say very little – which I can manage quite easily.   But it would be 

interesting to be a bit more involved I think, especially as we get older, when it is nice to have interests in 

common, apart from eating and sleeping!  I do lots of things, but my husband is just a Freemason and an 

avid trout fisherman – both male domains.  Give me some ideas of a woman’s role in Freemasonry, where I 

won’t be treading on any male toes….  If you know what I mean.   Looking forward to hearing further from 

you.   J” 

“Dear Diana,  Well done on your newsletter, it was interesting and informative.  Personally think it’s high time 

the ladies enjoy a social life as well.  It certainly seems to popular with our girls,  last month some of us attended 

a Farmers promotion evening with Lisa O’Neil,(great fun) and possibly I may not have bothered on my own. 

Before Christmas last year the men joined us for dinner and the theatre.  I think the men will join us again in July 

for a fun meal at a Mexican restaurant, we girls have been before,  it’s great fun if rather noisy 

hope, they all enjoy it.. I wish you well on your busy year ahead.   Regards P” 
 

 

THANK YOU AGAIN!  – to all the really wonderful ladies who keep knitting 
for Cancer patients and neo-natal babies and children.   Wherever I have 

been lately, I have been given more knitted items which is fantastic – I am so grateful 

to you wonderful ladies who keep the knitting needles going to produce so many lovely 

garments.  Your efforts are so worthwhile and really greatly appreciated 

by their recipients.  

 Thank you for reading this – 

      With every good wish for 
Christmas and the New Year,  

Diana. 


