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 BITS AND PIECES FOR AND FROM WIVES, PARTNERS AND FRIENDS OF FREEMASONS 

Hello to you all and I do hope you are well and managing to keep warm and free of the usual winter ailments.   

I must apologise for the long gap since my last newsletter went out.  My excuse is that the months of March 

and April were particularly busy for both John and me with our visits throughout New Zealand and also the trip 

to Adelaide in April for the South Australian Grand Installation.  May was a little  more relaxed as far as 

Masonic visits were concerned but my planned retirement from my job at the end of the month meant my last 

weeks were extra busy.  Now I am gradually adjusting to my new life style and each day getting through the 

‘retirement tasks’ that have been piling up over time, but I do find that being at home so much is very strange! 

It is hard to realise that John is already halfway through his three-year ‘term’ as GM and I want to say how 

much I have enjoyed meeting so many of you on the visits we have made and how encouraged I am to see how 

wonderfully supportive you all are of your partners – thank you for all that you do so willingly and so often not 

sufficiently acknowledged.  I have found the experience of being the ‘supportive partner’ of the GM really 

awesome.  “Awesome” is a word my youngest daughter has taught me and I find it very appropriate to use it 

here!  The awesome aspect has really been the journey that John and I have been able to make to so many 

places in New Zealand we haven’t visited before but, more importantly, the friends we have made on that 

journey.  We both feel very fortunate and privileged to have been given that opportunity to travel and meet so 

many wonderful and interesting people along the way.  Thank you to those of you who have made us feel so 

welcome with your hospitality and generosity in so many ways.  It has been and is still is very much appreciated 

by both of us. 

Our Visits 

In early April John and I joined the members of Coromandel Lodge No 17 when the men held their meeting on the 

coal fired steam tug – William C Dalby on Auckland harbour, a 

particularly unique location.  We ladies were able to enjoy each 

others’ company at the Khyber Pass Lodge rooms with a 

scrumptious high tea and later we were joined by the men for 

dinner in the evening.  At the dinner a very special presentation 

cheque was made 

to BLENNZ (Blind 

and Low Vision 

Education Network 

NZ) of $42,000 

towards the cost 

of creating the ‘Freemasons Park’ at the Homai Campus in 

Manurewa.  It was a most enjoyable weekend and John and I thank 

Heather and Mike Hattie very much for looking after us so well.  A little further on in this newsletter is the 

account of our visit to the Freemasons Park at Homai which took place at the end of May. 

In mid-April, John and I really enjoyed our visit to the Grand Installation of South Australia and the Northern 

Territories in Adelaide, when we were well supported by a number of NZ Freemasons and their partners.  While in 

the region, we made a quick visit to the Barossa Valley to see first-hand 

the research being conducted by Auckland University under the guidance 

of Professor Richard Faull in finding a cure for Huntington’s disease, a 

very worthy cause.  We found the whole research team to very dedicated, 

enthusiastic, energetic, and very modest.  It was especially encouraging 

that all of those involved with the project were convinced that a cure will 

be found and the research has now expanded to include Alzheimer’s 

disease – in all, the visit was immensely educational and rewarding.  An 

article from Suzanne Reid, one of the Auckland Universality researchers, 

appears on page 4. 



Letter from  Barbara Whitley to Jan and Selwyn Cooper: 

“It has been an absolute delight to see the playground and park being used and enjoyed by 

the children and young people on site.  It has been wonderful to see the children in 

wheelchairs being able to get right into the playground and join in with activities such as the 

carousel.  We are seeing more interactive and collaborative play that is encouraged and 

enabled by the equipment.   

I was also very disappointed that I was unable to be present for the opening.  I had led the 

organisation and planning team but was very confident that the planning was in place and 

the team involved were fully able to take over and ensure everything worked well, and you 

were welcomed in the manner we felt you deserved.  Staff here on campus have talked 

about the success of the day and in particular the warmth, the involvement with the children 

and the generosity of spirit of all the people representing the Freemasons.  

In particular, Jan, I was disappointed that I was unable to see your face when you saw it for 

the first time.  It is achieving everything we dreamed it would and it is quite overwhelming 

to see a dream come true.  Words cannot express how it is to see this all come to fruition 

and the privilege we have had as a team to get to know and work with you all over the last 

few years.  I can only thank you for all that you have done with us. 

 Ngā mihi 

In May both the Northern and Central Division Conferences took place.  The Northern Division Conference was 

in Hamilton, held 

at the Mystery 

Creek Convention 

Centre.  The ladies 

were invited to 

attend the opening 

of the conference 

and then departed to visit the Mystery Creek Museum Village next to the Centre, where we enjoyed visiting some 

lovingly restored historic buildings (nostalgic for some of us!), such as the School, Hospital, Church, Jail, 

Blacksmith’s workshop and other interesting buildings.  We all enjoyed the trip into the past and were very 

impressed by the work done by the local enthusiasts.  We then returned to the Conference to witness the 

presentation of a number of very worthy awards.   

The Central Division Conference was held in Masterton and after the initial welcome, the ladies were taken by bus 

to Greytown to look round the shops and galleries there, finishing up with lunch at the White Swan.  Andrea 

Houlihan, wife of Glen the District GM, organised the 

day’s programme and should take full credit for a really 

fun day.  I think all the ladies who attended really 

enjoyed themselves and we 

had some time after lunch 

talking about ‘events organised 

for the ladies’.  I'm sure it did 

a lot to cement some of the 

ideas we've all been floating about for some time now regarding getting together; and 

making the support of our men folk both fun and rewarding, just as much for us as for 

the guys.  The next day we were witness to the planting of trees at the Henley Lake Park 

in Masterton, as part of the celebrations of 125 years of NZ Freemasonry. 

The opening of the Freemasons Park at the BLENNZ Homai Campus in Manuewra, Auckland, was made 

particularly memorable by the 

very moving response of the 

children with both songs and 

speeches.  We found it most 

rewarding and also had great fun 

in witnessing and experiencing 

the wonder on their faces as 

they discovered and tried out 

the equipment.  A special letter 

of thanks from Barbara Whitley 

who is Senior Manager of the 

School of BLENNZ is included 

here.  BLENNZ (Blind and Low 

Vision Education Network of 

NZ), is  a national school 

providing education services 

throughout the country to 

around 1,550 learners who are 

blind and low vision from birth to 

21 years, including learners who are 

deaf-blind or those who have additional 

special needs. 

On the day of departure from Auckland we attended the 

Freemasons Potter Trust Discovery Concert which was 

performed by the Auckland Philharmonic Orchestra to which the 

pupils of Auckland’s Secondary schools were invited  The theme of 

the concert was ‘100 Years Ago’ and the auditorium at Auckland 

Town Hall was packed with enthusiastic young people.  The programme was quite varied but it was obvious that 



everyone in the audience really enjoyed all the items, with the excerpt from Rule Britannia immensely popular as a 

solo played magnificently by Stephen Booth on a baritone horn. 

Our last visit to record has been to Christchurch for the presentations of the Freemasons University 

Scholarships, the 'black tie' dinner in the Transitional Cathedral 

celebrating our 125years and the completion of the 

refurbishment of the first Grand Master’s (MW Bro Thomson) 

grave which was badly damaged in the Christchurch earthquakes 

was both a wonderful and moving weekend.  It was advertised as a 

“Not to be Missed Weekend” and it certainly lived up to that 

expectation.   

The presentations of the Freemasons Scholarships and the 

Banquet, both held in the Transitional Cathedral, a very unique, 

impressive building made a fitting venue for both events.  

Emeritus Professor Martin Devlin made a provoking and 

memorable address after making the 

presentations to each scholar.  The scholars, 

outstanding in their academic studies and 

active involvement in the community were 

amazing and inspirational.  This country has a 

great future!  Roshit Bothara gave the 

response on behalf of the students with a 

moving and heartfelt account of life in Nepal and that, too, was 

inspirational and, at the same time, very humbling.  

The Banquet was a great event at which a 

presentation was made to Sandra Budd, 

Chief Executive of the Blind Foundation of 

New Zealand of a cheque for the cost of 

125 Daisy Players. 

On Sunday the unveiling of the restored first Grand Master’s Grave at 

Linwood Cemetery took place.  Following this ceremony a lunch and 

Thanksgiving Service was held at the Shirley Masonic Centre. 

We look forward to returning to Christchurch at the end of this week to attend the Southern Division Conference 

– more about this event next time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ruc 

NZ FREEMASONS - proudly celebrating their own 125th Anniversary of the formation of the 

Constitution of the NZ Grand Lodge – are also proud to support both the BLIND FOUNDATION OF NZ 

who are celebrating their own 125th Anniversary and BLENNZ, the School for Blind and Low Vision.  

More funds towards this excellent cause are now being raised through the 

sale of some EXCELLENT WINE PRODUCED BY THE MATAKANA WINERY and also a 

VERY INTERESTING NOVEL BY PETER DURNEY ENTITLED “THE APPRENTICE PILLAR”.  

Contact your Lodge Secretary for more details about their purchase. 



Above, from left, Simon Bawden (SARDI), John and Diana 
Litton, Skye Rudiger (SARDI), Professor Russell Snell 
(UoA), David and Ann Mace, and Jun Liu (Monash). 

How can a sheep help to cure human brain disease?   
by Suzanne Reid, of the Centre for Brain Research, School of Biological Sciences, University of Auckland  

Recently, several New Zealand Freemasons visited a research farm in Adelaide which is the location of a collaborative research 

project between research scientists from the University of Auckland and the South Australian Research and Development 

Institute (SARDI) .  This project was led by Professors Russell Snell and Richard Faull from the University of Auckland and began 

more than a decade ago.  Early support for this project from the Freemasons 

NZ has been critical to the successful development of a Huntington Disease 

sheep model.  As a direct result of this early funding support, the project now 

has funding from the Cure Huntingtons Disease Initiative Foundation (CHDI), 

a US-based not-for-profit research funding company.  The Freemasons of NZ 

have continued to support the project, and their visit in April was an ideal 

opportunity to update on progress. 

HD is inherited in families in an autosomal dominant manner, meaning 

that the disease gene has a 50/50 chance of being present in the children 

of an affected parent.  A single copy of the disease gene is sufficient to 

cause disease.  With support from the NZ Freemasons, a transgenic sheep model of HD was made, with the aim of learning more 

about the earliest disease changes in a longer lived animal carrying the disease gene
1
.  There is now a large flock of 

approximately 1000 sheep living in a farming environment typical for those in the Adelaide area (seen here).  So far, we have 

identified pathological changes in the brain and the 

sheep show some disturbances in their sleep 

behaviours, both indicating that the model will be 

useful for understanding HD
2,3

.  Animal models 

such as the sheep can provide a stepping stone 

towards an effective treatment for humans. 

Research has recently begun towards the 

development of a sheep model of Alzheimer’s Disease (AD).  As a first step towards this goal, the Freemasons of NZ financially 

supported a meeting of key AD researchers to consider how best to model AD in a sheep.  Whilst the majority of AD does not 

have a clear genetic cause, there are rare mutations that cause inherited AD, and it is thought that a cure for inherited AD will be 

effective for all AD patients.  The AD sheep model being developed will carry one of these rare mutations, and a partnership 

between the University of Auckland and SARDI has commenced, with support from Freemasons Mt Roskill and Freemasons NZ.  

This project has been made possible by accumulated knowledge within the HD sheep project over the last decade.  A sheep 

model of AD will be of immense value for international researchers as well as drug development companies who are working 

towards a cure for this devastating disease. 

1. Jacobsen, J.C., et al., An ovine transgenic Huntington's disease model. Hum Mol Genet, 2010. 19(10): p. 1873-82. 
2. Morton, A.J., et al., Early and progressive circadian abnormalities in Huntington's disease sheep are unmasked by social environment.  Hum Mol Genet, 2014. 23(13): p. 3375-83. 
3. Reid, S.J., et al., Further Molecular Characterisation of the OVT73 Transgenic Sheep Model of Huntington's Disease Identifies Cortical Aggregates. J Huntingtons Dis, 2013. 2(3): p. 279-295. 

 

The Patriotic Call to Yarn:  Thank you to all of you who have sent me so many 

beautiful poppies.  I have been really delighted with the response to my request earlier 

this year and I have so enjoyed receiving all the poppies I have been sent.  I have 

appreciated each and every one of them as they are all so different, so unique, and very 

much reflect the individual personality of the person who was the 

crafter of each one.   

The attached photos are of the two banners that are now displayed 

in the foyer of Freemason House (Grand Lodge) in Wellington.   The 

one showing the map of New Zealand was made up of the first 

poppies I received and I have created another similar display in the 

foyer of the Khyber Pass Lodge rooms in Auckland, and another in the 

Shirley Lodge rooms in Christchurch.  With so many lovely poppies to 

work with, it has given me a great deal of pleasure to be able to 

create all the banners and also have sufficient poppies remaining to 

make the second banner at GL (shown here) as a waterfall display, 

hopefully similar to the one in the National Army Museum.  Each 

poppy that has been used for the displays has been named with the 

name of a Freemason lost at war.   

I have been really overwhelmed with the number of poppies sent to me which must have 

numbered close to 1000 – a really great effort by so many – well done!   

Again, very many thanks to all you poppy creators – you are very real stars! 



TAURANGA UKULELE LADIES by Heather Cooke of the Bay of Plenty 

The Tauranga Ukulele Ladies are a group of enthusiastic ladies who absolutely love playing their ukuleles. Having 

learned to play the instrument in 2011, they began getting together once a fortnight to play the ukulele and enjoy 

each others company, with the shared interest of music in common. One of the members already played her 

keyboard around local rest homes. She made the suggestion to one of these establishments that she could bring 

along some ladies who played the ukulele.  This offer was taken up and very quickly word spread by word of mouth, 

and the ladies were being asked to perform at a variety of functions. 

This group have now become very well known around the Tauranga area, performing from Omokoroa through to Te 

Puke, and twice they have travelled over to Te Aroha to play. They have even played “Overseas”, having made the 

trip to Waiheke Island to spend a weekend playing with the Waiheke Island Ukulele group. An experience 

thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

The programs they perform vary, depending on the expected audience.  Mostly however they are aimed at the 

more mature audiences, with all the popular old songs being their specialty.  They encourage audience 

participation, so everyone has a good old fashioned singalong, with percussion instruments handed out to be sure 

the audience keep the beat. To date performances have been at Rest homes, Retirement villages, Day stays, 

Hospice, Garden Clubs, Probus, Lions Clubs, U3A, Womens’ Institute, Reunions, Birthdays, The Stroke Foundation, 

Senior Citizens Clubs, and so the list 

goes on. They have also provided the 

entertainment for a Fashion Show, 

this outing not being very profitable, 

as the Ladies then ended up 

purchasing outfits that had been in 

the show! To date, the most amazing 

outing the Ladies have performed at, 

was when they played for 160 line 

dancers. An unbelievable sight, as 

the outfits worn by the dancers 

were extremely colourful and 

elaborate. Combining this with the 

fact that the Ukulele Ladies uniform 

is black with lime green hats which 

are covered in “Bling” musical 

brooches, plus the ladies wear “Bling” 

jewellery around their necks, on 

their wrists, fingers, and anywhere 

else they can think of! 

There are fifteen ladies in the group 

whose average age is 71years. Some of the husbands have now got in on the act and are referred to as “The 

Crew”. They are a great help carrying heavy sound systems, handing out leis, and generally making themselves 

useful. All of the ladies are grandmothers, and two are great grandmothers. Such is their popularity that they 

are booked months ahead. They play one or two gigs every week so are never sitting at home with their knitting, 

wondering what to do with themselves! 

At this stage, having read this article, you may be wondering how come this is in a Freemason publication. Well, 

the leader of this group is Heather Cooke who is the wife of V.W.Bro Mike Cooke, incumbent District Grand 

Master of Bay of Plenty District 7. She is also the co-ordinator of the Bay of Plenty prem. knitting, started by 

the Freemasons. She has to date, boxed up and sent out over 10,000 baby garments and over 2,000 adult 

cancer garments.  

 

More news on our puppy Nyssa who we sponsor for Assistance Dogs NZ 

In my last letter I promised to bring you an update on Nyssa’s progress.  Wendy, her 

carer writes “Assistance Dog trainee Nyssa is now 10 months of age and she is 

progressing very well on the Puppy Development programme. She has had many 

adventures since including bus travel and trips to the busy city of Auckland.  She is a 

easily-managed puppy, quiet and settled in the home and while out socially, nice with children of all ages however 

she is still a little too excited by other dogs in some situations.  Just what you expect from a young puppy, but 



Nyssa has a further 2 months of puppy raising to mature, and become more restrained around other pet dogs on 

the streets.  She has an insatiable appetite for raw meaty bones and treats for good behaviour (like most 

Labradors!).  Nyssa has her own special little games which will make her very endearing to any family she is 

attached to, but she is also very obedient and can 'sit', 'wait' and 'lie down' on command or 

with just sign language.  We teach our young puppies to respond to sign language in 

preparation for a non-verbal autistic child who may become the recipient of our any of our 

puppies when they formally graduate.  Nyssa is gentle with the cat, chooks, alpacas, cows, 

sheep and horses she lives amongst on her 2 hectares of land in the outskirts of Tauranga.  

She never attempts to chase them but she loves to fetch a ball.   Nyssa is confident with 

stairs, lifts, escalators, shopping malls, cafes and large stores like the supermarket and the 

Warehouse are favourites of hers especially the pet food and dog toy aisle!!  I wonder why? 

Over the next months Nyssa will be evaluated for breeding, and a decision regarding her 

future will be decided.  Will she have the superb temperament needed for a breeding mum 

or does she have the much needed traits of an Assistance dog for autism, or a diabetic alert dog?  Or could she 

help a child in a wheelchair with multiple physical disabilities and impaired mobility?  All will be revealed in 2-4 

months' time.  Until then, thank you all so much for your puppy sponsorship of Assistance Dog Nyssa.  We could 

not perform our work without supporters like you so thank you for making a huge difference and give us your 

valued support.  Wendy     PS:  Please do visit our website Web   www.assistancedogstrust.org.nz 

 

My late Sisters large fruit cake recipe – by Valmai Haynes 

My husband makes this in the large meat dish.  He is Secretary of Lodge Abercorn-Tuahine Gisborne.  He is busy 

with Lodge and me.  Does everything around the place as I have Parkinson's.   

Here are the cake ingredients 

1lb butter 6 eggs 

439 tin crushed pineapple 4 cups flour high grade 

2 kgs mixed fruit 2 cups sugar 

2 tablespoons golden syrup 2 teaspoons B.P. 

Put fruit & pineapple juice in a saucepan and half cover with water.  Bring to boil simmer 5 minutes. 

Drain fruit put in big bowl with cut up butter & syrup.  Stir and cool.  Beat sugar and eggs add to fruit plus essence 

spices if liked.   Add pineapple.  Fold in B.P and flour.  Cook at 150' for 2 2/2hrs 

Happy baking! 

 

Thank you for reading this.  I have some very interesting articles to include in the next newsletter but I 

would still appreciate many more contributions.  Please send me your stories, anything and everything!  I 

very much hope I will hear from you soon, Diana. 

AN INVITATION 

John and I would be delighted to have your company  

at either of the next Australian Grand Installations. 

The New South Wales and ACT Installation 

takes place in Sydney from 7 to 9 August, 

and the Western Australian Grand Installation  

from 23 to 25 October in Perth. 

Next year will be visits to Melbourne in March and Brisbane in July. 

http://www.assistancedogstrust.org.nz/

