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July 23rd 2015 - 10 Ladies from the Midlands Lodge Group had a 

wonderful day at Diane and Ron Donaldson’s home painting Hope 

Stones for Cancer.  After a quick morning tea and chat we were  

seated around the table painting a variety of pictures onto stones,     

it was good to see everyone so happy trying their best to create 

something pretty which would be of comfort to cancer sufferers.   

We had a welcome lunch break of soup and rolls which was really 

tasty followed by Diane’s yummy slice and muffins, then it was back 

to the painting table to complete a few more stones. 

Some comments from the painting ladies were.  (Edna) a most 

enjoyable day creating something from nothing. so relaxing!  

(Shirley)  A lovely day even  if you can’t paint- great fun.         

(Noeline) Great day, Great company will do it all again.   

(Jan J)Another wonderful get together of lodge ladies – Lots of fun.  

So if you have the chance to join a group painting for this worthy 

cause, go and have fun; it is  great doing something you never      

thought you could do.                                                Ruth Kinvig 

 

 

 

 

 BITS AND PIECES FOR AND FROM WIVES, PARTNERS AND FRIENDS OF FREEMASONS 

Hello again 

I do hope you have all managed to keep warm and well during the last couple of months, with the varied, and 

sometimes severe, weather different parts of the country have experienced.  It is heartening to know, though, 

that officially we are now two-thirds of the way through winter so, speaking as one who does not enjoy the cold, 

I do hope that means that the worst is behind us and we have plenty of sunny days to look forward to. 

                           

                  I have been really delighted with the 

parcels of knitted goods that have come across 

my doorstep during the last few months 

in the form of beanies large and small and very small, rugs 

and children’s jerseys and cute little knitted dolls.  It has given me tremendous 

pleasure to be able to deliver these delightful items to the Cancer Society, the 

Child Cancer Foundation, and the Neo-Natal Unit in Wellington Hospital and their 

gratitude has been overwhelming – so thank you to all of you wonderful ladies who 

have given your time so willingly to help in this way.  I am told that the throughout 

the country there is still a great need for garments for premature babies, especially woollen singlets and little 

beanies so if any of you would like to the excuse to sit and knit by the fire, here it is  and please pass on the 

word to your friends.  If anyone needs patterns, I have a few patterns here that I can email to any interested 

knitters and I am also happy to receive any garments and pass them on.  Contact me at 

diana.litton@freemasons.co.nz.  

Another very worthy pastime has proved to be the painting 

Hope Stones which are given to cancer patients who are 

undergoing treatment to hold as a form of comfort.  Last year some of ladies from different Lodges got 

together to paint stones and these were distributed in both the North and South Islands.  Earlier this year I 

received these very moving words from the Cancer Society to pass onto you all:  

“I just wanted to let you know that the hope stones have been very well received here.  People have loved 

getting them – one man was in tears at the thought of this beautiful gift!  A woman yesterday said she will 

take the stone with her to her treatments – they really are very special.  So thank you again.” 

Recently, Ruth Kinvig from Ashburton organised a group of ladies to create more beautiful stones and here is 

her report - 
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Our Visits:   John and I were very fortunate to have two visits to Christchurch in June, with the first one to 

celebrate the 125th Anniversary of Freemasons in New Zealand with the activities at the Transitional 

Cathedral, Linwood Cemetery, and Shirley Freemasons Centre, which were 

mentioned in the last issue of Snippets.  All the organised events – the 

Freemasons University Scholarship 2015 Presentations, 125th Black Tie Dinner, 

re-dedication of the newly refurbished grave of the first Grand Master, the 

Celebratory Lunch, and the Thanksgiving Service at the Shirley Freemasons 

Centre were all very different but all most enjoyable and individually humbling in 

some ways.  We were accommodated in the centre of Christchurch City and to 

those of us who hadn’t seen the devastation since the earthquake it was very 

emotional.  It was such a mixture of Construction alongside Destruction. 

Later in June we attended the Southern Division 

Conference, again in Christchurch but instead of being in 

the CBD the venue was Chateau on the Park.  While the 

men were at the Divisional Conference, we ladies enjoyed 

the shops at the Riccarton shopping centre, followed by 

lunch 

at 

the 

Botanical Gardens, a look round the 

Museum, and then a trip on the UK 

double-decker bus which took us 

round the Christchurch city centre 

and gave us a verbal update on the rebuild of the city.  It was most enlightening and here are some photos taken 

by some of the ladies. 

Later in the day we ladies joined the men for a very enjoyable evening meal.  This lovely bouquet 

of flowers was given to me by the Divisional GM Jim Harborow and his team.  They were very 

much appreciated and, to my delight, they lasted for over two weeks when I got home . 

 

 

 

125 reasons to carry on….by the Deputy Grand Master, Mark Winger 

The unveiling of the refurbished grave of our first Grand Master was a symbolic high for the 125 Anniversary 

celebrations for the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, but it didn’t mark the end of the lodge activities throughout the 

country. 

There are lodges yet to celebrate their own quasquicentennial, while others are planning special promotions in 

their communities promoting Freemasonry, and generally raising the profiles of their lodges. Anecdotal reports of 

heightened levels of inquiry about the Craft have arisen where lodges have actively pushed the profile, while 

positive feedback from the Blind Foundation and BLENNZ (Homai College) reflect the gratitude and appreciation 

they feel towards the support we have shown.  

The Freemasons Charity continues to work with lodges and districts who have projects using the 125 year theme, 

and the new Grand Lodge website has plenty of details about events and activities they are involved with. 

As they say, you don’t turn 125 every year. 



JOANNE RUSCOE - Many of you who attended the 125th Anniversary celebrations, or the 2013 Grand 
Installation, or those who have been present at Freemasons Scholarships presentations, will have met 
Joanne at work.  She has done much PR work for the NZ Freemasons over the years.  Joanne is a Fellow 
of the Public Relations Institute of New Zealand and has 40 years’ experience in the communications 
industry, working in-house, as a consultant and during the last 13 years as the owner of her own 
communications business.  Here is her story of the time she has spent promoting Freemasonry: 

Nine years ago I was asked to assist with the 

public relations activities surrounding the 

installation of the 74th Grand Master, Barry McLaggan and in the process met Jill McLaggan and many others in the wider 

Masonic family.   

As a PR consultant I could see the opportunities for Barry’s 2008 installation and for Freemasonry to be opened to a broader 

public than the Freemasons and their partners attending the event. I watched the Grand Installation from a seat high in the 

auditorium of the Michael Fowler Centre and was amazed at the pageantry, splendour and integrity of the occasion.  In 

2013, I watched as John Litton was installed at the 77th Grand Master in a similar, moving ceremony. 

Such is the span of my association with Freemasonry as a public relations consultant.   

In 2007 I was asked to become involved in the Freemasons University Scholarships, which had been revamped.  In 2008, 

working with Sheila Hicking the Charity Administrator for The Freemasons Charity, the scholars all came to Wellington and 

received their scholarships from the then Governor General Anand Satyanand watched by parents and Freemasons and 

their partners from the Wellington region.  Local Freemason Kevin Nelson became the MC.  

By 2009 the annual scholarships presentation was an event and Jim Watt, a Freemason who operates a successful 

conference organising business, became part of the team.  Prime Minister John Key presented the scholarships that year.  

My husband Tim Rogerson was with me and it wasn’t long before he recognised in the audience old friends from his days at 

Prudential, John Litton, and his lovely wife, Diana.   

Better understanding the breadth of Freemasonry in the community, I localised information so that the scholars were 

profiled in their hometown media.  In pouring over their submissions to write the commentary for the Master of 

Ceremonies and also the media material, I was able to identify photograph opportunities which would better illustrate the 

scholar’s degree and include a key Freemason representative in the photograph. 

That year we also began to publish a booklet including messages from the presenter, the Grand Master, a representative of 

the scholars along with a summation of each scholar’s background, academic and community work and career aspirations.  

The scholars, their families, and Freemasons are given memento copies of this booklet.   

Attending the presentation ceremony, reading the booklet or account of the event in a newspaper or Freemason magazine 

shows that already these talented and caring young people have much in common with the ethos of Freemasonry.  The 

presentation of the Freemasons University Scholarships had by now become an uplifting event on the Freemasons calendar. 

In 2010 during a brief visit to New Zealand the Duke of Gloucester - the founding Chancellor of the University of Worcester 

and a first cousin of the Queen - presented the scholarships at the Wellington Town Hall.  The University of Waikato was the 

venue for the 2011 scholarships event where inspirational addresses were made by presenter Sir John Walker and Sam 

Johnson, organiser of the Student Volunteer Army after the Christchurch earthquakes. 

In 2012 the Freemasons University Scholarships were back at Parliament Buildings in the Legislative Council Chamber with 

Sir Don McKinnon presenting.  Sam Johnson, by now 2012 Young New Zealander of the Year and a student at the University 

of Canterbury, presented the 2013 Freemasons scholarships to fellow students at Parliament Buildings. 

Pharmaceutical scientist, inventor and social entrepreneur Sir Ray Avery addressed the scholars at the 2014 

Freemasons University Scholarship event and presented the scholarships; Distinguished Professor Margaret Brimble 

also addressed the scholars.  John Litton was now the officiating Grand Master and the little book that he and Diana 

had penned with my help –   Plain English Guide to Freemasonry – was now part of the scholars’ packs.  

Celebrating 125 years of service in New Zealand, Freemasons from throughout the country 

gathered at Christchurch’s Transitional ‘Cardboard’ Cathedral as Professor Emeritus Martin 

Devlin presented the 2015 scholarships.   

The pleasure that Freemasons and their partners get from their Masonic involvement is 

obvious. In the Transitional Cathedral - an apt venue - I watched as they gathered for the 

afternoon scholarships presentation and in the evening for the 125th anniversary dinner 

where they congratulated representatives of the Blind Foundation - also celebrating 125 

years of service in New Zealand.  On Sunday morning at Linwood Cemetery they attended 

the poignant unveiling and rededication of the grave of the first Grand Master, Henry 

Thomson, whose grave was badly damaged in the Christchurch earthquakes. 

Joanne with Professor Emeritus 
Martin Devlin (left) and husband 
Tim Rogerson at the 125

th
 

Anniversary Dinner. 

http://masonic.us7.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=051bb7dbf4ffd18fdbfcfec9b&id=8615ca19e3&e=7cfc278a56


Freemasonry is indeed a wonderful organisation.  It is a unique mix of service, friendship, entertainment, and tradition not 

only for Freemasons, but for their partners, the majority of whom are as dedicated to the ideals and aspirations of 

Freemasonry as are Freemasons.   

There is no magic wand that will make Freemasonry in New Zealand the organisation it was at its height.  It demands action 

by Freemasons and their partners, encouraging involvement from others in the community by talking about the organisation 

and what it does in ‘non-Masonic speak’.   

Perhaps the time has come to start what could be termed The Big Conversation.  If every Freemason and his partner could 

introduce just one new member to the organisation, the membership would double and a buoyant future would be set for 

the next 125 years.   

It will come as no surprise that women are great networkers and are one of the greatest membership assets Freemasons 

New Zealand has.  Ladies, your support and encouragement is essential …..  let The Big Conversation begin!   

Joanne Ruscoe, Ruscoe Public Relations, www.rpr.co.nz  

From the NZ Freemasons website http://freemasonsnz.org/ :  “Lodge Kumeu has promoted the 125th Anniversary of 

Freemasons New Zealand by updating signage on the outside of their Freemasons Lodge.  What are other Lodges throughout New 

Zealand doing to promote or participate in the 125
th

?  Send details to editor@freemasons,co.nz for the magazine.” 

The Apprentice Pillar by Peter Durney  
– reviewed by Tim Rogerson 

The author, Peter Durney, is an 

interesting person who has taught 

engineering, been to South Korea 

where he taught English, spent 

four years on a narrow boat on the 

Grand Union Canal in England and as 

a kiwi Gold Card holder has taken 

to writing books.  

I am glad that he has as "The Apprentice Pillar", his fifth book in five years, is a darn good read.  Durney has 

said of his writing, "I like to think that my stories are comfortable, entertaining and thought provoking".  

What he has done with this most recent book of his is to clearly weave a Masonic legend into an absorbing tale 

of a lonely, low self-opinioned "son of a widow" who climbs out of his self-pitying world to make himself a person 

to be admired.  If you would care to acquaint yourself with the first book of Kings, chapter VII, verses 13-40 

you will come upon the story of the King of Solomon calling n the help of Hiram Abif, King of Tyre and "son of a 

widow", in his urge to build a temple to the glorification of God. Hiram Abif agrees to do so and provides the 

timber from the cedars of Lebanon.  But the most note-worthy pieces of architecture are two brass columns 

which Hiram fashioned for the entrance to the Temple. They are truly magnificent and universally admired.  

In the foreword to Durney's book there is an explanation of the similarity of the Rosslyn Chapel's Apprentice 

Pillar legend and the legend surrounding Hiram Abif's murder after he created his pillars for Solomon's Temple.  

Peter Durney's modern interpretation of this old masonic legend is worth every penny of the asking price which 

goes to support the NZ Blind Foundation and BLENNZ.  

In support of the 125th Anniversary, NZ author Peter Durney was 

invited to write a novel that was not only relevant to the 

projects being supported by Freemasons, but also to convey 

some of the spirit of Freemasonry.  In this story, the author has 

created a subtle blend of Masonic tradition with present day 

Masonic activity in a story that everybody can relate to.  

The books costs just $25; and can be obtained from Brian Crone 

at  jccrone@xtra.co.nz.  Further information will be forthcoming 

from the District Grand Masters in the next few weeks” 
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But what was most interesting to me, as a non Mason, was that the values which are so ingrained in Freemasonry 

are to be found in the book’s main character, Jamie Linton, as he matures into such an admirable member of 

society.                  Tim Rogerson 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:  Tim is himself well travelled, and accomplished, having lived and 

worked both here and overseas.  He distinguished himself in the British Army by becoming the 

youngest Colonel ever appointed and also served with the United Nations and the NZ Territorial 

Army.  His has worked as a local radio broadcaster, has harvested avocadoes, and has been a 

very successful Sales & Marketing Manager with a large insurance company, promoted to State 

Manager in Melbourne.  Tim has always been a keen sportsman, playing competitive rugby, 

tennis, cricket, squash and golf, has himself been instrumental in the publication of two books, 

and has always been very involved in voluntary work in the community. 

Raising the Profile of Freemasonry - a visit to Melbourne  by Jean Park 

What a great visit my husband W Bro Ian and I have had to Melbourne, staying there for a couple of months.  

We went specially at this time for our son in law as he became a Master Mason.  Ann, our daughter was 

welcomed as part of the Jonadab family and their welcome extended to us too.  I attended the Ladies Auxiliary 

meeting and they made a point of inviting us to their social events such as the visit to an old convent now an art 

centre, a farmers’ market, visits to various engineering places of great interest to Ian, and generally looked 

after us.  

The speakers at the Ladies Auxiliary, held at the same time as the main Lodge 

meeting, were about services to families who had lost early term babies, and then 

as their planned speaker could not attend I was asked to talk about both of my 

current projects: ‘Involving Members’ and the second ‘Raising the Profile of 

Freemasonry’. Their community work is extensive and I was taken by Tina Smart 

to see the work done at the Salvation Army support scheme.  It has similarities 

with the activities of Lodge Roslyn Morning Star 192, with their year-long project, 

which has given assistance to the Dunedin Refuge and to the Night Shelter.  The women spend time together, 

building friendships, catching up with the news and providing support where possible.  Each month there is a 

combined social event, this month to the Immigration Museum, then next month a visit to the movies followed 

by a meal nearby.  Because their Lodge is so successful and we were asking questions about the crucial factors 

they asked us to a dinner meal so we could talk informally. 

What came through so often about successful Lodges was that those who involve the 

women in all aspects of their Lodge (apart from the Ceremonial) are far more likely to be 

viable, successful and progressive.  Women are welcomed onto committees, using their 

expertise and knowledge.  They are part of the social network, and are recognised for 

their work when they have made a significant difference.  It was interesting at the first 

Lodge meeting we were welcomed in to the South, to attend the meal which followed the 

meeting to see the formality of the presentation of a 50 year jewel to Ray Sutton and 

also to show appreciation of the work by his wife Irene.  She has two medals for service 

to the Masonic Homes and at Jonadab.  I also noted that when Masters retire their wives 

are also honoured for their support and assistance. 

Ian was invited by Stan Exon WM of Jonadab Lodge to attend the Quarterly 

Communication held at Dallas Brooks Masonic Centre in central Melbourne, this being the 

last ceremony to be held in the main centre before it is demolished and rebuilt.   Even at 

Communications the importance of involving women was emphasised, highlighting that it strengthens and 

enhances Freemasonry itself.  

Finally I was the guest speaker at the Jonadab Lodge Ladies Auxiliary, and I come home planning to set up one 

for the Wickliffe District.  It was great to talk with the women and to see the manner in which their work is 

acknowledged by the Lodge.  Irene Sutton brought her medals, one given as the wife of the retiring Master, for 

her work producing the Gavel, the Lodge newsletter for many years and the other for her support of the rest 

homes.  I hope that we can put in place similar recognition for our women who contribute 

so much in so many ways to the work of Freemasons. 

Kia Kaha Tuahine Kia Kaha  Sisters be Strong.    Jean Park 

 

 

Tim and Joanne at the Regimental 
Dinner forTim's Corps Centenary. 

Irene Sutton, Jean Park, Lois Exon 

A little bit of the scarves knitted by the Roslyn Morning Star 192 women for the Southland Hospice Challenge to knit 
the longest scarf in the world.  When it’s all done they will be made into blankets and given to various charities. 

Ian Park, speaking at his 

son in law, Richard's 

installation as a Master 

Mason at Jonadab Lodge. 



Assistance Dogs New Zealand – Annual Appeal Week – 2–8 August 2015 

WHAT IS AN ASSISTANCE DOG? 

* An assistance dog can be trained to help people with any disability, or combination of disabilities, including 

cerebral palsy, multiple sclerosis, diabetes, blindness, autism, and for paraplegics. 

* The life-cost of an assistance dog is $48,000 

* Families are asked to contribute up to $20,000. The rest is paid through fundraising. 

* There are 20 people on Assistance Dogs NZ's waiting list, and the wait is two years. 

There are some wonderful stories about Assistance Dogs and the difference they have made to 

the lives of so many less-fortunate children.  If you have the time it is well worth reading them.  

Some links are: 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/life-style/well-good/inspire-me/70578223/bessie-the-dog-makes-life-easier-for-autistic-child-

henry-and-his-family   Walks are a lot more fun for an autistic 9-year-old and his family since Bessie the golden retriever 

came along.  Before Henry Bunny was diagnosed with autism at the age of 3 ..... 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/the-press/christchurch-life/70449974/assistance-dog-brings-new-life-to-christchurch-boy  

Hunter Abel-Kirkpatrick looks like any other 10-year-old boy.  Physically able, he has the intellectual capability of a 2 to 

3-year-old and there is no definitive diagnosis for his disability...... 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/news/70166020/assistance-dog-to-improve-lives-of-down-syndrome-kids-

leo-and-tiffany  Adding a dog to this Palmerston North family's life has been a little bit more special than for most.  Leo, 

6, and Tiffany, 4, Nash both have Down syndrome ...... 

More information on Assistance Dogs can be found at www.assistancedogstrust.org.nz  
 

Thank you for reading this.  If you would like to read any of the past issues of Snippets 
these can be easily downloaded from http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/dissnippets.html. 

John and I will be travelling to Sydney next week to attend the Grand Installation of New 

South Wales and the Australian Central Territories.  We are delighted to have some NZ 
Freemasons and their partners accompanying us and are looking forward to being part of a 
very memorable occasion.  We’re also looking forward to meeting with Australian friends. 

I have some very interesting articles to include in the next newsletter but I would still appreciate many 
more contributions.  Please send me your stories, anything and everything!  I very much hope I will hear 
from you soon.  In the meantime, keep well and warm.  Diana. 

Has much changed since 1897?? 

Why did the 

scarecrow win 

an award? 

Because he was 

outstanding in 

his field!   
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