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 BITS AND PIECES FOR AND FROM WIVES, PARTNERS AND FRIENDS OF FREEMASONS 

Hello again! 

It’s count-down time to Christmas Day now with constant reminders from retailers that time is running out to 

buy all those luscious presents and the parties have begun.  How the year has flown by!  What a fantastic year it 

has been!  So many Lodges have gone to extraordinary lengths to celebrate the 125th Anniversary of the start 

of the NZ Constitution and make it a very special occasion.  Their fundraising has been very impressive and it is 

just wonderful how much has been done to support the Blind Foundation.  The original target of providing 125 

Daisy Players to the Foundation has been far exceeded – the response of all Lodges has just been truly amazing!  

Our visits: 

John and I have had some wonderful experiences moving around the country this year and have been privileged 

to be part of some really memorable, and sometimes emotional, occasions.  When we visited Nelson a few months 

ago we were most surprised and delighted to experience the transport provided for us by Graham and Heather 

Steer.  Being driven around in such a prestigious car was very 

noticeable in the district and made us feel like royalty – I was 

tempted to give the ‘royal wave’!  Later that weekend I got to 

try out Heather’s motor bike, but unfortunately there wasn’t 

time to go for a ride . 

At our last visit to Auckland John was 

asked to give an interview at the local TV studio.  It went to air at the end of October and 

can be viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_D57WtGMbqo. 

More recently, we visited Dannevirke to take part in the 125th Anniversary 

Celebrations of the formation of Lodge Rawhiti.  We ladies were treated to a lovely 

spread of food and well entertained by a delightful Irish lady, together with her 

cardboard cut-out of Mrs Brown.  She was full of funny stories and had us all in fits of 

laughter. Then came two colourful ladies dressed in purple and red hats, who were 

members of the Red Hat Society and told us of some the things they get up to – they 

obviously have a lot of fun.  The day finished with dinner in the evening where a 

beautiful cake made and iced by Robyn Evans, was cut by the Master 

of the Lodge, Paddy Driver, and assisted by John.  The musical 

entertainment of the 

evening was provided 

by a group called 

Rigmarole, and 

Paddy’s wife Ngaroma 

surprised us all by her own talent, joining the 

group on stage to play the keyboard. 

Our last Australian trip was to Perth was for the WA Grand Installation.  It was 

quite a long weekend of very enjoyable activities starting on Thursday with a 

reception by the Governor General of WA at Government House.  There, after 

the formalities, we were invited us to take a tour of the House and gardens and 

we were provided with some background of the history of WA since the arrival of 

the early settlers in the mid-19th Century.  Later that evening we attended the 

Meet and Greet cocktail function and were pleased to meet up again with many Australian friends. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_D57WtGMbqo


On the Friday morning the ladies were invited to attend a special breakfast.  

Here we welcomed Kelly, the wife of the incoming Grand 

Master Dr Bill Babe and said farewell to Beth, the wife of 

Steve Jancec, the outgoing GM.  During the morning, 

Beth told us of the fantastic fundraising her team of 

ladies had done and a very large cheque was presented to Fiona Wood (pictured right), the 

Director of the Burn Service of Western Australia, who carries out her 

amazing work at the Royal Perth Hospital and the Princess Margaret Hospital 

for Children.  Later, the same morning we were treated to a lovely display by 

the local ballet school – it was truly beautiful. 

The Grand Installation was held on Friday afternoon and the Banquet on 

Saturday evening.  The weekend’s activities finished on Sunday with a visit to 

the Chapel of Guildford School where a special service was held.  This was 

followed by a farewell lunch.  This was a most enjoyable weekend – as the 

Australian Grand Installations always are – and we would encourage you to share the experience in the future if 

you are able.  Next year we will be travelling to Melbourne for Victoria’s Grand Installation at the end of 

March/beginning of April, and in early July to Queensland’s in Brisbane.  

At the Ladies’ Breakfast it is traditional for one the GM’s wives to introduce the outgoing ‘first lady’ and to 

give a short profile of her life and time as wife of the GM.  At Perth, Sue Benedykt who is the wife of the 

Victorian GM, introduced Beth and excerpts of her address are below.  In Western Australia, as in other 

Australian States, the GM has often already served three years as the Deputy GM before taking the ‘top job’ 

and, in some cases, been the Assistant GM before that.  Beth has herself been kind enough to write an article 

(below) for this newsletter in which she outlines her time as Steve’s most loyal supporter.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past Grand Mistress – by Beth Jancec, Wife of outgoing WA Grand Master, Steve Jancec 

It has been a month since my husband’s term in office, concluded and we now hold the title of feather 

dusters. I look at the twenty cocktail and the six ball dresses, hanging in my walk in robe and feel a pang of 

guilt and regret. Guilt, because I spent so much money on clothes I will be lucky to make good use of in the 

future and regret because I no longer have the need to do so. Target, three quarter pants and matching tops 

are now the go, for this feather.  All that aside, it was an interesting six years, three as Deputy Grand 

Mistress and three as Grand Mistress. A title I learnt to embrace as I will never be a mistress of any kind 

again!! There were many highs and unfortunately a few lows. But believe me when I say the highs far 

outweighed the lows.  

Introducing Beth Jancec – excepts from the address made at the WA Ladies Breakfast by Sue Benedykt, wife of Victoria’s GM 

"Beth was one of four children and was a very skinny child, so in an effort to build her up, her mother sent her to ballet classes.  This 

was a turning point in Beth’s life because from the moment she first stepped into the studio she loved it. At 12 she won a scholarship 

which gave her free tuition for the remainder of her ballet education.  She left school at 14 to pursue a ballet career with the Perth 

ballet Company which performed all over the state, interstate and overseas. She passed her solo at 17 and at the age of 18 was 

asked to participate in an International Competition in Russia at the Bolshoi Theatre. She was competing alongside other leading 

Australian ballet dancers and being the youngest contestant it was very scary for Beth.  She did well but declined to pursue this path 

of her career.  Instead, Beth went onto England where she joined an International ballet company and performed extensively 

throughout Europe.   

During this time Beth went home for a brief holiday, and while in Perth met Steve.  Although she had been at school with him, this 

time it must have been love at first sight because 18 months later they were married.  Here her ballet career ended.  They had four 

children, later moving to Port Hedland with Steve’s Police job, where Beth undertook a Bachelor of Health Science.  Beth is now a 

grandmother to 8 and loves it.  Beth has supported Steve for 30 years in Freemasonry, more so while he has been very involved at 

Grand Lodge level.  They have attended many functions together and travelled extensively to country and interstate lodges.  They 

have also hosted a tour group in Europe.“ 

Sue continues:  “At the end of the notes you sent me, Beth, you commented that you’ve had a blessed and interesting life. You also 

said you’ve been a Christian for many years and that you are grateful for the wonderful journey God gave you.  You really have had 

an amazing journey and I know there’s still plenty more to come.  Whatever you do you put your heart and soul in to it.  Your 

commitment and dedication to your family, ballet, novel writing and supporting Steve in his role as Grand Master have been second 

to none and I truly believe Freemasonry in Western Australia is very lucky to have had you as its first lady.  I feel honoured I have 

been able to share a little bit about your life with the ladies here this morning. Well done Beth, congratulations from all of us, you 

are amazing! “ 

 



We travelled extensively during those six the years, all over Western Australia, from the far north to the 

distant south, interstate and overseas. Wonderful experiences that will stay with me forever, something I 

doubt we would have done it if the circumstances were different.  And the many varied and interesting 

people we met along the way, was an absolute joy.  Both Steve and I made good and treasured friends on our 

travels, Diana and John Litton amongst them and hope to enjoy their friendships for years to come.  

One of the highlights of our time in office was working with some excellent ladies who helped me raise 

$52,200 for the Fiona Wood Burns Foundation.  These ladies gave of their time and money willing, to 

promote such a worthy cause, with absolutely no complaints.  I love and value their commitment and 

friendship.  I had never given myself to charity work in the past and found it to be one of the most 

rewarding experiences of my life, in so many different ways.  Fiona Wood is an exceptional person, who I 

would never have had the pleasure to know if I had not chosen her specific foundation to fund.  She attacks 

her work with a passion that leaves one breathless.  Particularly when you learn she is a mother of six, a wife 

and a professor.  I also learnt to appreciate the strength and courage of these dear souls who have endured 

horrific burns to their body, under gruelling and terrifying circumstances. I don’t know how I would cope, if, 

God forbid, the same happened to me.  

I have no regrets being a Grand Mistress and no regrets, finishing.   Six years was 

plenty long enough and it is now time to pursue my own interest. I love to write 

books and fully intend to see my work in print in the not too distant future.  I have 

published the first book, (Promise on Pointe) I wrote but I was less than satisfied 

with the editing and have decided to cancel the contract and try to publish with a 

more reputable company.  I love this book and are currently re-writing it in the 

hope of finishing it soon, so I can get stuck into editing its sequel.  These are just 

two of the books that I have in the mix, so keep your eyes and ears pinned to the 

newsletter as I promise to let everyone know when they hit the shops.  

I also love swimming, aqua, actually.  It keeps this tired old body in some kind of shape, along with walking 

and talking (never have a problem talking) each morning with my beloved.  We have started to consider our 

life together and future plans that don’t include Freemasonry.  We hardly ever mention lodge. A rarity, as 

not long ago it was all we talked about.  

I also confess to being the mother of four beautiful children and eight grandchildren, who I have seriously 

neglected over the time and desperately need to make amends.  Hence I am in Darwin as I write this letter, 

looking after three of them, whilst my daughter and her husband travel England for a short holiday then on 

to pick up his MBA, in Nottingham.  Clever boy, very proud of him and his achievements. 

Because I have no other pressing commitments to return to, apart from the normal day to day events, I am 

finding time spent with the kids so much more enjoyable.  

Although we are no longer part of the immediate installations, we still intend to visit places close to our 

heart and New Zealand is one of them, if finances and time permits.  It would be a great pleasure to see 

John and Diana finish their term in style.  It is so nice to be able to choose your schedule and I look forward 

to doing more of that in the future.        Beth Jancec 

Introducing Marie Gillies 

Marie is a Board Member of the Masonic Villages Trust – a charitable trust providing great care 

in its rest homes and hospitals, and in the community.  Marie is particularly special as she is one 

of the few women actively involved with Freemasonry.  Here is her article: 

“Great care in great communities” 

With three years on the Board of Trustees behind me, I can look back on a time of growth and development across 

the entire operation and feel proud to have been fortunate enough to be a part of the ongoing development of The 

Masonic Villages Trust brand. 

It was not without some trepidation that I made a considered decision to accept the invitation to become the first 

woman to take a place on the Board of Trustees.  The experience has been a truly energizing and interesting one. 

While my eyes might water as I grapple with the $$$ sums that come with the development of all the villages, it is 

the many challenges that arise in the area of providing high quality care for those who can no longer care for 

themselves in their own home, that provide a focal point of particular interest for me .   

All of our villages are uniquely developed with a variety of living spaces and community life that is appealing to those 

who are considering residency as well as offering a sense of being part of a community responsive to their needs.  In 

Sue Benedykt holding Beth’s book 



recent months, stage one of the Woburn redevelopment has come on 

stream offering high class apartment living.  Nine residents have had their 

ORA’s transferred and it is a joy to see them happy and contented within 

their new living environment and enjoying all the advantages of a modern 

build.  

I am aware there is some hesitancy about the value of Freemasonry being 

involved in aged care, but given the Masonic Villages Trust is one of only a 

few charitable providers in the industry, it seems to me to be an ideal fit 

and is a very visible face of Freemasonry in the lower North Island that 

Freemasons can be proud of and should be actively supporting.       Marie  

 

ON RETIREMENT – an article by Thirza Davies of Blenheim 

Retirement - eagerly looked forward to by many but dreaded by 

others, the word retirement is there in the future for all.  I was 

standing halfway between eager and dread when I decided to retire.  

So unsure of myself, I handed in my letter of resignation in June to 

take effect at the end of the year, having begged a promise from 

the Principal that he would not allow me to change my mind.  He 

tried.  I had been a teacher for many years and found it quite hard 

to let go. 

I was 57 when I took the plunge, my husband having retired a little 

earlier and now I am very glad that I as there was so much to do and so many places to go.  At that time, I 

still had loads of energy, good health, heaps of ideas, many skills and a love for organising. 

Good health is the main issue and it is important to keep this up as long as possible so I kept on jogging and 

walking each day, which is a pleasure when you retire on a beach in a small town.  I started a walking club 

which grew into over a hundred members, all retired but fit and capable of walking many kilometres.  It was 

a happy, social group and it still operates. 

At the same time, I felt that I should be doing something useful for the community so I joined the local 

garden club and spend many happy hours planting trees on islands and parks.  My husband had become the 

curator of the local museum so I was happy to take on the reorganising and maintenance of the museum 

garden.  It developed into a lovely cottage garden of which I was very proud.  Also about this time, with my 

daughter and two friends, we set up a needlecraft club.  We soon had a large membership of very skilled 

people who willingly shared their ideas and skills with others.  We held several exhibitions and sent lots of 

fine garments to Middlemore hospital for prem babies and distribution to the newly-arrived Pacific Island 

babies and toddlers. 

Nick (Peter) and I loved the sea and spent many happy hours boating and fishing, and I also spent many happy 

hours swimming and sunbathing.  White water rafting in the rivers in the mid-north was also a favourite 

adventure. 

Seeing as much of the world as we could afford was a joy in our early days of retirement and during the next 

few years we travelled.  We bought a campervan in London and spent six months wandering the highways and 

byways of England, Scotland and Wales.  For a change we took a bus holiday in Ireland.  We spent two 

months in Europe also in our camper, and three months camping in Canada in a hired van with a Canadian 

friend after we had visited Toronto and the Falls.  Some of the other countries we visited were parts of 

America and China, Singapore, Philippines, Hawaii, Malaysia, Thailand, Hong Kong, Fiji, Rarotonga and many 

times to Australia.  We thought the world was great and all the people 

we met wonderful.  Coming home, we continued to travel in our own 

beautiful country although we had ‘been there done that’ when our 

children were still at home, staying in a tent and then a caravan. 

I am nearly 84 now so have given up many of many activities but there 

are still those of a more gentle nature to enjoy.  My greatest love is 

gardening, painting, reading and poetry which I hope to continue for a 

number of years.  I have had three sales of art in the last few years 

and have presented the local Hospice, Alzheimer’s and St John with 

reasonable donations. 

Marie is pictured here with the village manager 
Chris Wilson, Concierge, Zande Atack , in the 
Cafe discussing the increase in sales of 
apartments in recent weeks. 



Unfortunately, my husband (a member of the Masonic Lodge) passed away eight years ago so I live alone but 

now I have a nice friend, also a Mason, and his company and help is much appreciated. 

I am so glad I retired early as my retirement has been the most exciting and enjoyable time of my life.  The 

only disadvantage to retirement is that you can’t refill the coffers once you leave work so – plan and budget – 

and remember that the GOOD THINGS IN LIFE ARE FREE!        Thirza Davies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aiden, the Tube-Fed Little Boy 

Some of you may remember the story of Aiden from the December Snippets last year.  He is the grandson of 

Ted Green of Hinemoa Lodge and was born very prematurely.  He has to feed directly into his stomach by tube 

and the ultimate aim is for him to be taught to eat naturally.  It is something that these children find hard, 

often being repulsed by objects in their mouths.  Here is Ted’s update on Aiden’s progress a year on: 

“Aidan is starting school next year. He will have to have a teacher’s aid for a while.  He is just starting to use 

the toilet but is in a nappy all the time. 

He is very clever at picking up sentences, repeating them and remembering them, but unfortunately 

he will gabble a lot with great gusto and a lot of it is unintelligible. 

The pics are relatively recent i.e. since late Sept.   They include some of the recent 

advances where he has actually started putting food near his mouth and 'pretend' 

chewing.  Well, he chews, but doesn't swallow.  Still - a light-years improvement at the time.   

We always get comments like "why don't you try him on something sweet i.e. ice cream or 

chocolate".  These photos show the initial interest in 'the taste', but then you see his face 

crumple as he is in uncharted territory with the taste enveloping his mouth and moving 

towards the back of his throat - revulsion and panic.  Progress, but still some way to go. 

You may have heard that New World Supermarket, sponsored one of these children to have 

the feeding treatment at Starship hospital some months ago.  The cost of such treatment is 

enormous. 

Hinemoa - Kairangi Lodge are assisting in some of the financial costs – for speech therapy 

and the like – for which we are very grateful.  Thank you for your interest and that of your 

readers.          Ted 

 

Kapiti Youth Quest Run/Walk for Fun  
by Barry Millage of Waikanae Lodge 

On Sunday 8 November 2015 the annual Charity event took place.   

As, in other years, Lodge Waikanae #433 entered a team under Kapiti  

Freemasons and some ‘Good Keen’ people turned up to participate.   

Those who could not attend or participate pledged donations or  

sponsored participants. 

Kapiti Youth Quest is a character mentoring, programme based  

organisation, with a passion to practically and effectively work with  

young people and their families within the community. To provide guidance that 

motivates the mentored person. Their efforts are directed towards youth who have 

‘fallen by the wayside’ and need love and attention to make them useful members 

of society. 

Under the rules of the event participants can nominate one other charity to benefit 

from a group’s donations, i.e. 40% will go to Kapiti Youth Quest, 40% to a nominated 

charity and 20% to the organisers.  In this case Lodge Waikanae nominated Kapiti 

Youth Support (KYS) which is one of its five regular charities, so the emphasis on this 

day is looking after the youth of Kapiti.  Last year the Run/Walk raised $21,000, the 

results have not come in for this year, but expected to be slightly lower.   

The overall winner of the Mens’ 12Km Walk was our own Jack McAllister, pictured 

here.  Hearty congratulations Jack! 



Fair Days 2015 – by Murray Kennett of Lodge Tawera-o-Kapiti 

The day dawned cooler than we would have liked but the 

rain stayed away despite promises to the contrary by the 

weather service. For the first time in 92 years Lodge 

Tawera-o-Kapiti was taking part in a Community activity. 

We joined 100+ other site holders at the Paraparaumu 

School site in Rimu Road, the location for the Mary 

Potter Hospice Strawberry Fare and set up our Gazebos 

and tables ready to meet our local public. 

We set up two stalls adjacent to 

each other, one selling 

raspberries and jelly with cream and 100s and 1000s, and a stall displaying our Masonic 

wares including Lodge items, Masonic magazines and vertical displays on some of the 

charitable aspects to the craft. 

The day went slower than hoped for with the raspberries and jelly not proving to be a 

great draw card, but the Masonic side of our stand attracted a number of interested 

people. There were eight actual enquiries about the craft which we have to follow up on 

and two Lodge widows wanting some advice, which luckily were able to be answered by 

our almoner who was on the spot. 

Preparing was hard work but all the members present agreed that getting out and being 

seen was worthwhile and if we can convert some of the enquiries into membership down 

the track then it was a very practical and valuable effort for the Lodge and its future. 

 

 

These wonderful knitted toys and beanies still 

keep arriving 

on my 

doorstep – just look 

at the latest collection – aren’t they amazing?  I am so privileged 

to the one to distribute these lovely works of art to their intended 

destinations and to receive such warm letters of thanks on behalf 

of the recipients.  Congratulations to all you wonderful ladies who 

continue to give your time so willingly to those suffering from, or 

affected by, cancer.  As I’ve said before, you really are stars! 

Still wanted:  The need of garments for premature babies does not 

stop so please continue to create garments.  There is a need for all clothing and I have received a special request 

for knitted 12” squares to use as blankets for prems.  They don’t take much wool – and if anyone has wool to spare 

I am happy to act as a distribution point.  Just email me at diana.litton@freemasons.co.nz . 

Thank you for reading this.   Please contact me with your stories – I always love to hear from you! 

John and I wish you a very happy Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year.   Diana 

 

mailto:diana.litton@freemasons.co.nz

