
 

 

 

 

 BITS AND PIECES FOR AND FROM WIVES, PARTNERS AND FRIENDS OF FREEMASONS 

 

 
Hello everyone!  

I hope this finds you all well.  Now we have moved into Spring, it’s good to find the temperatures slowly increasing 

and the days lengthening, bringing out those beautiful spring flowers and blossoms on the trees.  It really is a 

lovely time of year. 

It’s been a while since the last Snippets was sent out.  John and I had fewer visits after mid -July so we were able 

to relax a little in mid-winter – but not for long for John.  The pace started to increase again a couple of months 

ago and there has been a very definite buzz of activity around the vicinity of Grand Lodge where the ‘droves’ have 

been particularly busy with the preparations for the Grand Installation in mid-November. 

Visits during the last months:   

John and I had a lovely visit to Napier and Gisborne in late autumn.   

In Napier we met with many of the Lodge members and John presented a 60-year 

bar to John Leitch at his home (pictured right). 

We then drove to Gisborne where in the evening we were entertained by Lodge 

Gisborne and John presented John Bunyan with his 70-year bar.  John was 

accompanied by some of his family members (pictured here).  It was a very enjoyable and memorable evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Queensland Grand Installation in Brisbane didn’t disappoint.  We were accompanied by a lovely group of 

Masonic friends and very much appreciated their support.  The 

weekend started on Thursday evening with a Meet and Great 

function, then on Friday the guys had their business session 

while we ladies enjoyed the traditional Ladies’ Breakfast.  The 

Grand Installation was held on Saturday afternoon at their 

Masonic Hall.  It was a magnificent venue (pictured below) but 

unfortunately too small to cater for many spectators, 

so we ladies had no alternative but to occupy our time 

by shopping!  On Sunday we attended a church service 

at the 

Masonic 

Hall, after 

which we 

were 

treated to a 

lovely lunch, a 

very fitting 

finale to a 

most 

enjoyable 

weekend. 
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Our visit to Rotorua in July was very eventful.  While Lodge Arawa were conducting their meeting, we ladies 

were very well looked after by the Master Fred Forsyth’s partner, Joan Pryde, who had 

arranged a very interesting programme for us.  We first visited a fashion boutique, and then 

a flower demonstration 

by international floral 

award winner, Nina 

Healey (left pic), whose 

work 

was amazing.  Finally, we drove to Rainbow 

Springs where we witnessed Kiwi Encounter.  

This was fascinating as we were instructed on 

the intricacies of kiwi breading, incubating and 

raising kiwi chicks by the very devoted team 

who work there.   In the evening John and I 

were hosted by Arawa 

Lodge and District and, 

much to our surprise, were 

presented with some 

lovely hand-knitted socks 

“to keep our feet warm 

during the winter months” 

 - Many thanks to Claire 

Morrison and the other ladies. 

On Sunday morning we were 

privileged to witness the 

blessing of boats and 

presentation of a cheque to 

the Young Mariners at the 

Watersports Youth Club on 

the edge of Lake Rotorua.  It 

was very rewarding to witness 

the enthusiasm of the team 

of the young girls involved. 

The weekend finished with a most enjoyable lunch where 

we were welcomed by District GM, Mike Cooke and his 

wife, Heather, who presented me with this fantastic 

collection of knitted, sewn and crocheted baby quilts and 

cot blankets in a tremendous array of colours and designs. 

I had the pleasant task of delivering these beautiful 

blankets to the Neo Natal Unit at Wellington Hospital and 

to the Little Sprouts Charity.  Both were overwhelmed and 

sent their very grateful thanks to the wonderful “Freemason Ladies of the Bay of Plenty” – check it out at: 

https://www.facebook.com/LittleSproutsNZ/posts/517857181736468 . 

In August, Ray Duncan, Past Grand Master, 

celebrated his 90th 

birthday and John 

made a special visit 

to Christchurch 

for the occasion.  

Ray currently 

holds the position 

of being the most senior Past Grand Master having 

served as Grand Master from 1984 to 1986.  Here 

Ray is pictured with Joan at the 2013 Grand 

Installation Banquet in Wellington. 

More recently, John visited 

Lodge Torea at Westport to 

invest Peter Robertson as 

Past Grand Warden.  
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Our last trip has been to Levin where John presented Barrie Buck of the United Horowhenua Lodge with his 

50-year badge.  This was a very enjoyable occasion and well supported as both Barrie and Mary are very well 

known throughout the Wellington District. 

 

Have you seen this?  This is one of the Tool Boxes now available on the Freemasons Website.  

Do check it out at - 

http://freemasonsnz.org/tools/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2016/06/130_Toolbox-ipad_Enhancing-

Activities-When-Ladies-Meet_V4.pdf  

It contains all sorts of ideas and recommendations on making the times when ladies are waiting 

outside Lodge rooms more enjoyable.  There may be ideas that you might like to add – please let me 

know at diana.litton@freemasons.co.nz .  Congratulations to Warwick Bell who put it all in place – great work!! 

 

“Welcome to my little corner of the world “  

I am Sue Milton.  And I would like to share a little bit of what I do in my spare time.   

As many of you will know I spend a lot of time helping others.  Over the past few years I have 

been doing volunteer work with the Cancer Society.   

Once a month we get together at the Newtown office in Wellington.  During this time, we 

make a variety of garments.  The garments range from turbans, beanies, softees (soft 

fabric breast prostheses), drain bags, silk pillows and yes, we even paint hope stones. These 

items are given out free to our patients so that the stress whether it be financial or personal is 

eased a little for them.  This is helped by them knowing that they have a lot of support around 

them when it matters the most.  

One of the things that I find that by volunteering it provides a number of benefits.  When you 

volunteer, you are not only helping others, but you are helping yourself!  Over the years I have found that all charities 

need volunteers more than ever and I am more than happy to help were ever I can.  The thing I believe in, is that we 

all need to at some stage in our lives is to become givers of ourselves to others. 

When I say GIVERS this is what I mean: 

G. Growth - personal  

I.  Increased sense of purpose, knowing that you can make a 

difference. 

V. Valued as the time you give is really appreciated by the 

people you help. 

E. Easy to sign up, you just have to ask. 

R. Reveal to others about what a great experience you have had.  You never know they too may want to 

share the experience . 

S. Social opportunities by making new friends and working in a team.  

So I would like to finish with the following statement: - 

“Volunteering - a simple gesture that makes a world of difference." 
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News of Marlborough from Sue Plummer 

Just a quick note to keep you up to date with the happenings in Marlborough.   

My Husband was installed as Master in April and one of his initiatives was to get the Ladies of all the lodges in 

our area to get together and get to know one another better etc, so I, with the help of Elaine Pagan organised 

our inaugural meeting which we had at the Vines village in Blenheim. 

We were pleased that 22 ladies came, wanting to know 

more and wanting to join in.  We intend to hold a get-

together every two months at a different venue each 

time.   

The Lodges we all came from are Awatere-Havelock-

Eckford-Wairau-Waitohi and Unanimity.   

We hope other areas might follow suit.     

Kindest regards,  Sue Plummer 

 
 

Caravanning – by Marion Kendrick of Ruapehu 

Caravanning - Freemasons and other clubs or organisations have a few things in common, namely, like-minded 

people. (e.g. one would not join a dart club if one prefers bowls.)   

Fellowship:  The Wainuiomata Caravan Club is 

one of the best fellowship group of people that 

Mike and I have belonged to.   

Friendship:  We have made very close 

friendships with the majority of the members 

and enjoy the satisfaction and delight which 

similarly interested friendship can give while at 

the rallies and, of course, happiness.  We always 

come home from a rally feeling really satisfied, 

often wishing we could stay longer. 

A few days prior to Easter, the Wainuiomata 

club travelled to Napier, there being 11 vans in 

total, while the rest of the club travelled to Paekakariki. 

The weather in Napier during our stay was very accommodating for campers with only a light drizzle during one 

night. 

During one day at a Rally it is usual to have a Champagne Breakfast.  In this scenario 

we all cook breakfast/ lunch on our own BBQs at about 10.30am, form a circle and 

have our food together.  

It is also usual to have a drink of your choice.  In our instance, as is with a number of 

members 

to have a 

champagne 

cocktail, 

that is, a 

sugar cube 

in bottom 

of wine 

glass, a double nip of brandy then toped up 

with the sparkling wine of one's choice.  As 

a matter of fact, we had two, then saved the rest of the wine for tea. 

W Bro. Colin Wolfsbauer cooking breakfast with Mike and they still 

managed to talk Lodge Stuff 

 

Mike cooking me breakfast  

 

4 zzzzz (Drinks time) 
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During the day members usually make their own arrangements, however 

starting about 4.00pm onwards we normally assemble to have our 4 zzzz (i.e. 

drinks before tea). It is not compulsory.  If you are there, you're there, if not 

then so it be. There is no hard and fast rule. 

The day before departure we assemble about 10.00am for morning tea, the 

rally captain checks to see if we 

have had any luck in Lotto, and who 

gets the wooden spoon. This time it 

was Mike for pouring a couple of 

drops of water on a member’s face 

who was lying back having a nap.  

He sure woke up in a hurry!  There 

is also a clanger award, given to the person who has made the biggest clanger during 

the weekend.  Mike and I won it once for putting the awning roof on upside down.  We never got it fully up but 

pulled it down after noticing our mistake, unfortunately we were noticed.    Marion 

 

Mason – the Simulated Newborn Baby at Hawke’s Bay Hospital – celebrates his first birthday 

Two years ago Freemasons from both Ruahine and Eastland Districts, along with the local community, the Hastings 

District Masonic Trust and the Freemasons Charity, raised $60,000 to purchase a Simulated Newborn Baby to provide 

advanced training of nurses and clinicians in Hawkes Bay. 

This mannequin has been named Mason and earlier this year celebrated his first birthday.  To mark  the occasion,  

Heretaunga Lodge No 73 hosted a special evening where they enjoyed a very enlightening presentation by Clinician 

Nurses, Dianne O’Connor and Michelle Robertson. 

Mason is surprisingly realistic and able to simmulate all manner of complicated conditions and medical problems that 

can affect newborn babies and has been a fantastic training tool.  It has been recognised and accepted as a 

fundamental part of continuous education and training at the Hawkes Bay DHB and has therefore been given high 

priority.  Despite the ongoing significant work load of high acuity on the children’s ward and special care baby nursery, 

participating staff are highly committed to dedicating the necessary time for scheduled training sessions with Mason. 

Dianne and Michelle offered a huge thank you to Hawkes Bay Freemasons, saying that the enormous contribution has 

made a difference in preparing Hawkes Bay medical staff for emergency situations, and saving the lives of our precious 

babies and children in Hawke's Bay. 

Above is a photo of a training scenario in action.  Above:  Photo of the door to Mason’s Room 

 

Betsy Bryant writes on a recent holiday to the Cook Islands 

Hi we had a great break away - well that doesn’t sound good seeing that I was 

sporting a broken arm!!!!!  

Had booked to go fishing so still went.  We got six Yellow Fin Tuna and I must 

say the skipper agreed that it was my line they were coming to.  But I couldn’t 

pull them in ....... but we landed them all and I put my hand up 

for over half on my line!  

Mike, Colin Wolfsbauer , and  Lynaire 

(Colin's wife)  

 Departing Napier 

 

Multifunctional room: 

Training
Education 
Family meetings

Yes, the water really is this 

clear and oh so blue! 
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We went out on a snorkelling trip.  I was able to go swimming 

but not snorkel as couldn’t get it on with one hand. But the 

water was warm and you could see the fish all round.   

Some huge Giant Trevally came in swimming right round and 

between people.  They are amazing although they said they 

can get a bit vicious and charter boats have been told 

not to feed them fish scraps.  I believe one took off 

with someone’s Go Pro, never to be seen again.  Now, that 

would make you slightly cross but a good story.  

I have sent some sunset photos.  I always take heaps of 

them as they are so fantastic.  

Out on One Foot 

Island, Barry was 

talking to another 

tourist and he 

belonged to a Lodge 

in UK.  Freemasons 

seem to pop up 

everywhere! 

We love the Cook 

Islands.  We don’t 

have to change 

money and people 

are so friendly, and 

it is so easy to get 

into the Island time!  Every holiday is always over too soon.    Betsy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for reading this!   

Please keep in touch.  I love to receive your emails and I would also be delighted to receive any 

contributions for my next newsletter – just email me at diana.litton@freemasons.co.nz.  

            Take care – and with warm regards to you all, Diana         

Red tailed Tern.  They 

nest on the ground. 
It’s a wonder they 
survive but no cats, 
stoats or possums 

here! They are so cute. 
 

MY ROD AND LINE SO MY FISH!!!  

Barry had to pull it in!  

Fishing out of Aitutaki!! ☺ 
 

This is a Raro Sunset and I didn’t see the boat till I 

downloaded onto computer! 
 

An Aitutaki sunset! Ha you can’t see the 
wine glasses!!  And yes we did get to eat 
some of our Tuna.  The restaurant where we 
were staying did it 3 different ways!! 
 

These lovely creations were very cleverly 

made by Jean Redman, wife of Graham, 

District GM of Kapiti-Wellington.   

Thank you Jean – you are a star! 

The beanies will be delivered to both 

adults and children undergoing 
treatment for cancer and I know they 

will be very gratefully received. 

If anyone else would like to get their 
needles working, I would be absolutely 

delighted to receive more warm 

creations.  Thank you. 
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