
 

 

 

 

BITS AND PIECES FOR AND FROM WIVES, PARTNERS AND FRIENDS OF FREEMASON 

Hello everyone! 

Well – here we are in early November, counting the days until the Grand Installation and Mark Winger taking the reigns for 

the next three years as Grand Master of the Freemasons of New Zealand.  The time has really flown by since November 2013 

when John become Grand Master.  It seemed like a very long time , but not now!  It’s been an incredible experience, a real 

privilege, and something that both of us will always remember with great pleasure.  This same three-year journey has been 

shared by many other Freemasons’ wives and partners throughout the country, too many to mention here by name, but some 

of them have been kind enough to write down their thoughts and experiences, and I am very grateful for their articles which 

appear throughout this newsletter.   

Our new Grand Master:  Last month I was fortunate to ask the incoming Grand Master, Mark Winger, a few questions 

about his new role and what he would like to achieve during the next three years.  The following is his 

response:  

“I am humbled by the honour bestowed on me, and the confidence shown by the Freemasons of New 
Zealand to allow me to lead our great and noble organisation for the next three years. 

I am looking forward to my term as Grand Master, and have a team of Divisional and District Grand Masters 
who are talented and equally enthusiastic about their roles and the opportunity to lead Freemasonry. 

I am delighted that the numbers attending the Grand Installation are considerably exceeding expectations – and while this has 
meant our organisers faced extra stress while larger venues were found for several of our events, I am satisfied that the 
planning is all in order and the weekend of the 19th November 2016 will be something to generate pride. We have a great 
delegation coming to Wellington from our Australian Grand Lodges and it will be our chance to provide them with some good 
Kiwi hospitality to reciprocate the warmth they have shown us when we visited their jurisdictions. 

One of the main challenges facing Freemasonry in my view is the long slow decline in membership numbers. We need to 
reverse this shrinkage, and daunting as it may seem, I would like to accept the challenge to do something about membership. 

I will announce on the 19th November during my Address to Grand Lodge an initiative to galvanise our Masonic family into 
action.  The first step in this process is to understand how to talk about Freemasonry in plain English – and the booklet 
published by John & Diana Litton was a huge step in achieving a breakthrough in Masonic gobblegook. I intend to use the 
“Plain English Guide to Freemasonry” as the launching pad for an initiative focussed on membership. 

What I will be announcing will include not just brethren, but our ladies as well since I recognise you are some of our most 
talented communicators, with a wide range of friends and colleagues, and who share our love of the organisation and wish to 
see it continue well into our future.  Watch this space…as they say…..    

My favourite recipe – even though I don’t drink alcohol, that doesn’t mean I don’t enjoy alcohol 
included as part of food dishes!  Selective hair-splitting…. so I eat it but don’t drink it…. 

Anyway the recipe I would urge is a homemade Whiskey ice-cream – it is really simple – and quite 
stunning. [Don’t do what I did – think you might triple the whiskey….the alcohol prevents the ice 
cream freezing so it becomes quite runny!] 

Nigella Lawson's One-Step, No-Churn Coffee Ice Cream  -  Makes 1 pint  
 1 1/4 cups (300 milliliters) heavy or double cream, well-chilled  
 2/3 cup (175 grams) sweetened condensed milk  
 2 tablespoons instant coffee powder  
 2 tablespoons Irish Whiskey  
1. Whisk all the ingredients together just until the whisk leaves trails of soft peaks in 

the bowl, and you have a gorgeous, caffe-latte-colored airy mixture.  
2. Fill two 500-milliliter or two 1-pint airtight containers, and freeze for 6 hours or 

overnight. Serve straight from the freezer. 
 Mark 

Our last official visits: In early October, John and I were invited to attend the Ruapehu 

Masonic Association Trust’s 40-year celebration in the village complex in Whanganui, 

near the banks of the river.  A most beautiful cake had been made and iced for the occasion. 
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Mark’s three children, Brad, Doug and Fi.  Above is Mark’s grandson Paddy. 
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We were made very welcome by the Chief 

Executive Bryce Smith and the staff.  He is 

pictured here on the left with Victoria Morris 

the Facility Manager. 

Also present were the Chairman of the Trust 

Board, his wife and the Members of the Board 

(pictured below). 

 

Steve Salmon honoured:  Last month John was pleased to confer Steve Salmon with the rank of 

Past Deputy Grand Master at the meeting of Steve’s own Hutt Valley Lodge at the Masonic Complex at 

Udy Street, Petone.  This was of course very well deserved and in recognition of the wonderful 

contribution he and his wife Rosemary have made to Freemasonry over the years. 

Freemasonry & Me - by Rosemary Salmon (wife of Steve) 

Diana asked if I would like to write something for her “Snippets”. So I decided to write about Freemasonry & me.  

For those of you who do not know me, I am married to Steve Salmon who attends Hutt Valley Lodge. We live in Lower Hutt 

and have a daughter and son. I work at Old St Paul’s in Wellington Monday to Friday as an administrator and visitor host. It is 

the most amazing building and if you have never visited it is a must on your next trip to Wellington.    

As a young wife 30 years ago when Steve joined Freemasonry I wondered what to expect. Steve had been involved in many 

organisations in our early years of marriage which more often than not saw him working weekends. Not something I enjoyed 

with having two young children! I had been assured by the committee of men who came to visit me this would not be the case – 

Steve only had to do what he wanted.  

Steve very quickly became involved and enjoyed the craft. With him taking on different rolls I found myself supporting him 

and becoming more involved as well. I had made the decision that there was no point in being negative about yet another 

organisation taking his time away from the family. I could see that Freemasonry was good for Steve, in the sense that he grew 

in confidence and he finally had self-belief in himself. Yes, I am sure a few people out there would find that hard to believe!  

Freemasonry promotes the value ‘family first’. I think Steve struggled with this concept to begin with, as I believe many 

Freemasons do. Family is extremely important and our family, Natasha & Kai, Michael &Vanessa, and our 5 grandchildren 

Finley, Nixon, Regan, Addison & Nellie have been an amazing support throughout. They get involved in helping making props 

for special dinners, ten pin bowling, Grand Installation dinners and much more.  

The most rewarding project for me has to be Jan Cooper’s neonatal project, one Jan threw me into (or maybe it was Steve), 

within the Central Division, collecting and coordinating all knitted garments for Jan to distribute when she visited our region.  

 

This struck a chord with everyone in NZ and the involvement was immense. I am sure the offer of free wool from the “Wool 

Company” in conjunction with the Freemasons Charity made the project so much easier for the whole fraternity to be involved. 

Hopefully it gave us the understanding of the need for this continued support in our own communities – I delivered five 

completed blankets to the Hutt Hospital recently. They asked how I knew to make blankets and of course I referred to the 

Freemasons neo-natal project three years ago.  

Another reward gained being involved with Freemasonry is the friendships I have formed, both in NZ and Australia. Again 

most of the time we are thrown in the deep end as a wife/partner by being escorted to the area outside the lodge room, not 

knowing a soul and told “see you in 30 or 40 minutes”. Yeah Right!!! Personally, I would prefer not to sit outside a lodge 

room for any length of time: but instead arrive with Steve to a social occasion where the lodge has opened and closed during 

the day. I understand that for some occasions we need to wait while our menfolk are inside. However, I was 
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not always as confident as I am now so it is important to always have someone allocated to greet and meet everyone and 

introduce them to a few people so they are not left feeling like an outsider. And no, this does not always happen, sorry to say. 

Times have changed even since I was first introduced to Freemasonry and changes will always 

continue. Today the modern woman generally works full-time, cares for a family, and finds any 

remaining time very precious. I always say Steve joined Freemasonry and it is his hobby, not 

mine. Please don’t feel guilty about leaving me at home – I am happy doing my thing!  

There is always room for improvement and as the wife/ partner we should not be frightened to 

say how we feel.  One thing I will say to a comment I have heard on many occasions “My wife 

has my shirts washed and laid out on the bed ready with the shoes polished” as if it is what is 

always expected of us. You wouldn’t survive in my household! 

Freemasonry has wonderful values. I am glad Steve joined. 

We have made wonderful friends with whom we now share 

dinners or weekends away together.  Rosemary Salmon 

 

In mid-October John and I had a delightful visit to Marlborough, to Waitohi Lodge in Picton, where John had the 

pleasure of conferring the rank of Past Deputy Grand Master on Warren Workman (centre in pic below).  For many 

years, Warren has been an extensive visitor in the Nelson-Marlborough area.  Our thanks go to Sandy and Warren Workman, 

and Elaine and Bruce Pagan and to all the other members of the Lodge and their partners for their hospitality. 

 
The last three years and more – by Elaine Pagan 

My husband is a member of Lodge Awatere 292.  We lived in Kaikoura, this meant a travel time of 1hr 10 minutes (each 

way) for him to attend.  Dedication to say the least.  This meant I got control of the remote for one night a month. 

"Honey I would like you to come to our Installation, you need to make a 

trifle and take it to where the ladies meet."  Thinking to myself, ok but 

how many times am I expected to do this?  I was working full time and 

my days off where precious.  It was my time, time for housework, quality 

time with kids and garden time. 

"We need to be there at 1.30pm, so be ready by 11.30am.  I will drop you 

off at the hall and I will be back about 5ish for the Installation dinner". 

At the hall, I didn't know anyone so it made for a very long afternoon.  (I didn't realise the ladies had travelled from all 

over Marlborough and Nelson).  When my husband arrived back, I told him I wanted to go home and not stay for the 

meal.  The look of shock on his face said it all and I couldn't really let him down so we stayed. 

The following year.  "Honey, I am going into the chair and as the Master’s wife, you will need to entertain the ladies and 

provide some afternoon tea".  Really!!!  Does he really expect me to entertain the ladies?  I don't know them, no one 

really spoke to me and he expects me to entertain them.  Not likely! 

What to do?  I can't let him down, he loves Freemasonry.  D day arrived and I shouldn't have worried so much. The ladies 

present were the same as the year before and this time I felt more welcome.  For the afternoon, I did a slideshow 

(Bruce had put together for me) on mutton birding with the help of Mariana (daughter).  It was very well received and I 

had lots of lovely comments afterwards.  

Rosemary with Nellie at Westminster’s children’s Christmas Party last year. 

Elaine on a 
mother-daughter 
day out while 
Bruce was at 
Lodge – with her 
daughter Mariana. 
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About 4 yrs later... "Honey, I have something to tell you.  I am going to be the next District Grand Master.  The term    

is for 3 years; it will mean a lot of travel.  What do you think?" 

Silly question I thought.  13 installations = 13 new dresses, 13 pairs of shoes and of course 13 new handbags. 

What did I get, not 13 new outfits, shoes or handbags?  I got the remote more frequently. 

Seriously more importantly, I have made friends.  I look forward to catching up with ladies.  Freemasonry is about 

fellowship and I find this to be true, not just for the men but for we ladies as well.  Elaine Pagan 

While John and I were in Picton, we met up again with Heather and Graham Steer who looked after us so well on our last visit 

early last year.  This is what Heather wrote: 

Greetings Diana...  We really enjoyed our Lodge meeting in Picton recently. Unfortunately, it was during the week, and we both still 

work...as we usually stay over at weekends as we have lots of Lodge 

friends in Picton, plus it is a super spot by the sea... 

When we were last together, you mentioned writing a note for your 

Snippets... I do enjoy reading them.  It is an insight into the amazing 

busy life you & John have in your Masonic position.  I have been 

thinking of our friendship since we first met.  On that wet miserable 

day at Nelson Airport.   So here are a few thoughts….  

 THE DAY I MET DIANA... 

Graham and I had been asked to meet our visiting Grand Master & 

his wife at Nelson Airport and take them to their accommodation, 

then onto their appropriate Lodge meeting.  Being car enthusiasts, we decided to collect our guests in our Lilac 1959 Cadillac 

(pictured here).  Feeling nervous, meeting folks for the first time, we quickly discover, Diana & John the most friendly couple.  They 

are Freemasons, what else would you expect??? 

Our day was extremely busy. The following morning there were more official visits to make to the Rescue Helicopter at the airport, 

before John & Diana left for Blenheim, for yet another planned visit...Such busy people.  

While at the Nelson Airport we decided to ride our Harley Davidsons to see 

Diana & John before they left for Blenheim... This prompted Diana to want to 

be photographed on "a girls" Harley Davidson... At this point I might add that 

Graham & I both ride with the Widows Sons Masonic Riders Assn...  Graham is a 

Foundation Member of the Grand Chapter, & President of the Rough Ashlars 

No. 1.  I am an Associate member of this Assn.  A branch of Freemasonry which 

I especially enjoy.  We have met awesome 

people with a common interest in 

motorbikes, and have had some fabulous 

rides.  

 

While Diana & John were in Picton 

recently on an Official Visit they were able link up with Alan & Sue Beck.  Widows Sons 

members who were able to take Diana for a ride on Alan’s new bike (pic here). 

So John, I see a wee trend coming on here... as your term of office comes to an end, and 

you and Diana will have more free time...  I feel Diana may have a secret desire to become 

an Associate Member of the Widows Sons.  That would be wonderful...   :-)    Heather 

 
John and I had two last official visits at the end of October to two very special and very diverse regions of New 

Zealand – the first to Hokianga and the second to 

Invercargill. 

Our Hokianga visit was to celebrate the 125th Anniversary of 

Hokianga Lodge.  We attended a very enjoyable and special lunch, 

where John and I were very fortunate to be presented with some very 

special beautiful items by the Lodge Master David Ratapu – John’s was a 

Maori paddle for the sea carved from 50,000 years old swamp kauri by 
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Nopera Pikari of Rawene, with paua shell inserts, and I was really delighted to 

receive a most beautifully turned swamp kauri bowl 

made by Sam Fife with paua shell decoration around 

the rim (left).  We will both treasure our gifts for 

many years to come.  John was pleased to present 

Dave Hardy with his 50-year badge (pictured right). 

We are very grateful to Bob Vartan, District GM 

and Jan for looking after us so well while we stayed in their very amazing part of New Zealand, and 

also Garth Coulter and Joy who took us around to so much of the area.  We visited the 2000-year-

old kauri tree known as Tane Mahuta (lord of the forest), and travelled on the Rawene ferry to 

Kohukohu to see the lodge room.  We ladies discovered the NZ’s Oldest Bridge, built in 1849, 

and on our return to Rawene we were shown NZ’s smallest Lodge room. 

We were very pleased to have so many other senior 

Freemasons with us for the weekend’s festivities.  The Northern Divisional GM, Tony Smith 

and Shirley were with us, and Gary Salmon, District GM for Auckland West, and Kate, together with Grand Warden Richard 

Carson and Robyn.  It was very special to have the support of all of them, and I am very grateful to Shirley and Kate for sharing 

their thoughts and comments on their last three years here. 

 

From the Northern Division – by Shirley Smith, wife of Tony the Northern Divisional GM 

It doesn’t feel that long ago when I started accompanying Tony and visiting Lodges around the Northern Division and attending special 

events in Christchurch and Wellington; a recent visit to Brisbane being just one of the highlights. 

During this time, I have met many Lodge members and their wives or partners and in so doing have made 

many friends. We are now on the downhill run but I’m sure we will continue to be involved but possibly to 

a lesser degree.  

 We have attended some wonderful events and personally I have always been made welcome. Sometimes 

it’s a challenge to occupy the ladies while the men are in Lodge. In talking to some of the ladies it seems 

we need to appreciate more, that especially the younger ladies, may need to be “entertained” a little 

differently at times. The ideal outcome is that the ladies want to attend for their own enjoyment and not 

solely to support their partners.  

 Some of the most enjoyable events for me have involved the Freemasons support for such things as the Youth Orchestra, the Graduate 

presentations (and debate), Camp Quality, to name but a few.  Seeing the response and appreciation from the younger ones, especially has 

made me very proud to have been involved.  

 During the past three years, I have become acutely aware just how much personal time and energy that members put into Freemasonry at 

all levels, but particularly in Grand Lodge.  I thank everyone for their friendliness and courtesies and I feel I have made many lasting 

friendships.  

And finally, I echo Tony’s sentiments that enjoyment, fun and satisfaction are some of the key ingredients for the future.                 

         Shirley Smith 

 

My life as the wife of a District Grand Master – by Kate Salmon 

Although Gary’s term as District Grand Master was for three years the reality for me started six 

years ago when he was appointed as District Grand Director of Ceremonies.  In many ways, that 

first three years was more demanding than his time as District Grand Master.  As Director of 

Ceremonies he was at all the rehearsals as well as the ceremonies of installation and still attended 

his own Lodge on a regular basis, along with visiting other lodges as well. 

I have been pleased and happy to support him and to attend Masonic functions on occasions when 

ladies have been invited.  There have been times when other commitments have prevented me from attending and Gary has always 

understood.  I think it is important that you don’t feel you have to go to everything as it is equally important that partners are able to 

have the same freedom to follow their interests as well.   
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It would be remiss of me to pretend that all the occasions I have been to have been enjoyable.  Unfortunately, there has been more 

than one occasion when I have been disappointed in the manner in which, not just myself, but all the ladies in attendance have been 

neglected. 

However, on other occasions I have enjoyed wonderful experiences.  During the past three years the team of – what they call active 

officers of Grand Lodge - from East and West Auckland Districts have bonded as a group and we have had a number of dinners and 

enjoyed each other’s company and friendships have developed.  This along with other regular attendance at masonic functions in 

Auckland have made it easier to support Gary as I have got to know other partners much better. 

I once listened to a motivational speaker who was inspiring new members to join the group.  His message was; the first time you attend 

you might not know anyone and conversation can be difficult.  On the second occasion, you remember people from the previous time 

etc… etc… and of course the more you join in the more familiar you become with the group and more likely that friendships wil l 

develop.  I believe this is very applicable to Freemasonry and I have found it becomes easier and more enjoyable to attend functions 

once you get to know other Freemason partners better. 

When our men take on the responsibilities attached to these roles of leadership there is a significant impact on the home life and it is 

important that wives and partners are comfortable with their circumstances and have an ability to occupy the numerous hours they are 

without their partners.  

We have both enjoyed many wonderful experiences during the past six years and we treasure the friendships we have made.  We look 

forward to fostering new friendships in the future and continuing to enjoy those many great opportunities that masonic activity provides.   

     Kate Salmon 

 
So - to John’s and my very last official visit!  This was to Invercargill, where we first 

visited in April 2014.  It was lovely to be able to renew acquaintances again and to see the area, this 

time in sunshine!  We were very well looked after by Southland District GM, Alan Gurney and the 

District Grand Director of Ceremonies, Ken Broad.  While we were there, we were taken to Bluff to 

see Stewart Island, the port and aluminnium smelter, and also around a 

large part of Southland 

countryside and coastal areas 

that we hadn’t seen before.   

John was taken to the Transport 

Museum and tried his hand at 

steering the rescue boat at Bluff 

Coast Guard, which had been 

supported by the Freemasons of 

the district. 

John attended the Empty Chair Ceremony conducted by the Lodge of 

Remembrance.  He was hosted by the Master of the Lodge of Remembrance, Alan Baird, while I 

was very well looked after by the Master’s wife, Christine.  I had a most enjoyable time, meeting 

the ladies of the local Quilting and Patchwork group and seeing their beautiful work, and was also 

driven around more of the very scenic and lush courtryside surrounding the areas of Invercargill, 

Winton and Riverton.   

On the evening of the Lodge Dinner, Christine entertained the 

ladies present by displaying some of the beautiful quilts 

she had made over the years.  They were all amazing and 

each one contained a very interesting story behind it. 

At the dinner, John and I were presented two lovely gifts 

made by Noel Brinsdon – a rimu clock for John and a 

reclycled kauri jewellery box for 

me. 

We really are most grateful to 

everyone who gave so much of 

their time to help make our visit 

so enjoyable. 

Out and about - from Christine of Invercargill 

Hi my name is Christine Baird, I live in Invercargill and at 

the moment my husband Alan is the Master of the Lodge Remembrance 318.  Alan was asked to 

be Secretary of the Southland Masonic Charitable Trust, as Alan works shift work it is hard to 

fit everything in, so he volunteered me.  Great I thought!  So now I am the Secretary /Treasurer of the Southland Masonic 

Charitable Trust and when I got my head around what they do I have started to enjoy this role very much. We give away money 

to the unprofitable organisations in Southland that apply to us for a Grant.  We have had lots of great feedback on the good 
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work we do.  Here is a photo of the CEO of Hospice Southland and 2 of our Trustees handing over a cheque to Hospice 

Southland.  

It’s great supporting the Local people of Southland. 

This is Alan’s 3rd time of being Master of Remembrance and I try to 

support him as much as I can.  He seems to have heaps of hats he wears 

in the Lodge.  At the moment he is Chairman of the Masonic Heritage 

Charitable Trust that looks after our lovely old Lodge building in Forth 

Street here in Invercargill.  It is a lovely old heritage building with heaps 

of history and charm.  I have been helping Alan to restore the building, 

so I have been oiling the woodwork, cleaning the floors, now they have been renting it out to the public to gain more money to 

keep the place going.  Invercargill Freemasons are so lucky to have a great building which we hope to maintain to keep it in good 

order as long as we can.   

In my spare time I like to patchwork, at the moment I am President of the Takitimu Patchwork & Embroidery Group.  We have 

our meetings 1st Tuesday of the month and every 3rd Thursday of the month.  We all meet in the Nightcaps Rugby Club some 

members travel 2 hours to come to our meetings.  We share ideas, patterns and inspire each other.  Our Project this year was 

quilts for the Pregnancy Help here in Southland.  We made total of 42 quilts.  This was a great effort. I just love creating 

things out of material if it is a quilt or a bag.  In 2013 Alan and I went to America with friends of ours, we travelled the Route 

66 Highway starting in Chicago and ending in Santa Monica Pier.  As we went on our 

journey I gathered up American fabric to make a quilt.  I noted all the places where we 

stayed overnight and I hand-stitched this in labels around the outside of the quilt to 

remember where we stopped and the places we had seen.  What a journey!  I did not 

think a country hick from Southland would be standing in Times Square in New York or 

travelling down the roads on Route 66 (pictured here). 

When Diana was Invercargill, I showed the Ladies of the Southland Lodges some of my 

quilts I had made.  I was so lucky to meet Diana and I enjoyed her company while Diana 

and John were both visiting Southland.   Christine 

 

The last three years – by Lynne Shuker - Wife of Steve Shuker, District GM Eastland District   

The three-year term has flown by.   We got away to a poor start when Steve had a was involved in a car 

accident, within three months of taking office.   Recovery had to be the focus for a few months.   The 

great Masonic spirit, with people offering support and assistance helped us thru that period.   

Steve has enjoyed his term and I have travelled with him, when work permitted.  A highlight during the 

term was the trip to visit New Plymouth by a group from Hawkes Bay.  We had such a warm welcome 

with a special dinner and breakfast.  The ladies were well entertained making wall plaques.  We all 

learnt some new skills and made some new friends.   I look forward to meeting all the new friends I have made again, in Wellington 

in November.  Best wishes to the incoming teams all around New Zealand.    Yours fraternally, Lynne 
 

Where have the last three years gone? – by Pam Wyse, wife of Mike, District GM of Auckland East   

It's hard to believe that three years have passed since the Grand Installation of 2013 when Mike 

became District Grand Master, Auckland East.  I know Mike has thoroughly enjoyed his term as 

District GM and I have enjoyed the many events I have been able to attend with him.  Supporting 

Mike in his Freemasonry activities has always been a pleasure for me but in the last three years I 

have had the opportunity to meet many more Freemasons and their wives at different functions, 

whether they be social or fundraising events.  Highlights for me have been our attendance at the 

Queensland Grand Installation in Brisbane and earlier this year the Victorian Grand Installation in 

Melbourne.  The camaraderie amongst the New Zealand delegates and their wives is exceptional 

and I would urge others to take the opportunity to attend these memorable occasions.   

Other highlights have been the successful project for Auckland East - the Howick Volunteer Coastguard, as well as the national Daisy 

Player project.  In addition, and in conjunction with Auckland West District - the mobility dogs and the St Johns Youth projects.   

The 2013 New Zealand Grand Installation was a very well organised event and I am looking forward to this November's 

Installation.  Wellington is a great city to visit with much to see and do and our hosts are very hospitable.   Mike and I look forward 

to supporting the new teams, and in particular the new Auckland Metropolitan District under the guidance of VW Bro Dennis 

Waller, his wife Glenys and the new Auckland team. 

Best wishes, Pam 

 

Memorable events in the Counties-Hauraki District – by Heather Hattie, wife of Mike, District GM  

Mike and I have had a fantastic three years working with and visiting the various Lodges within and outside the Counties-Hauraki 

District.  I have really appreciated the warm welcome and reception by the ladies and members and in particular the District Grand 

Masters – thank you.  
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Memorable events include the visits to Auckland by the Grand Master and his wife Diana and the dinners associated with such  

events. One such event was the attendance at the 100th birthday of W Bro Reece Rogers, a member of Lodge Tuakau No 278. W Bro 

Rogers is a special member of our District in that he sets an example of what all people should aspire to be. He lives in his own home, 

tends his own garden, still drives his own car, visits all the widows and elderly members of his own Lodge and takes an active part in 

the District.  

The BLENNZ project at Homai for blind and sight impaired children, promoted within the Northern 

Division and driven to fruition by Counties-Hauraki ladies and members was also a valued and 

gratefully received project. I thank Mrs Jan Cooper for her input into this worthy project. At the 

opening of the BLENNZ outdoor facility, just seeing the blind and sight impaired children taking a 

part in the opening ceremony and enjoying the facility provided shows what can be achieved by 

Freemasons and benevolence. I thank the Freemasons Charity and the Potters Trust for their 

contribution to assist those less fortunate than ourselves. 

Of particular note was the recent Grand Lodge of Queensland Grand Installation in Brisbane and 

the warm welcome given to the New Zealand contingent.  It was a marvellous 4 days, no rain and plenty of shopping.  I recommend to 

any lady that if the opportunity arises to visit offshore, take it, as you meet many friends and they in turn will attend events in New 

Zealand which is where you will gain lifelong contacts. 

Our time is coming to an end in November but I will retain many fond memories associated with being the District Grand Master’s 

spouse.  I thank you one and all. Heather Hattie 

 
Three years in the Otago Lakes District supporting Gordon – by Marg Girvan, wife of 

Gordon, District GM  

We hosted a luncheon at our home in January 2013 for the Grand Lodge Officers and Wives in our District as 

an introduction to the beginning of Gordon’s 3yr term, so good to get to know everyone involved. 

The three years seem to have gone quickly, Gordon’s district is large from Palmerston in the south, to 

Queenstown, Arrowtown, Cromwell, Clyde, Alexandra, Roxburgh, Omakau, Ranfurly, Ngapara, Oamaru , 

Kurow, and our Lodge in Wanaka, so lots of Kms have been driven to all these meetings.  Also occasionally 

to his mother Lodge Mackenzie in Fairlie. 

I have supported Gordon in any way I can since he has enjoyed the Fellowship in this role, gaining a great 

experience, and support of all the Brethren in these areas.  Ladies have attended presentations of Jewel and 

Bar functions, also the Otago rescue Helicopter appeal when a cheque of $54,000 was given to them, very 

exciting when the new $22,000,000 black helicopter landed on a park in Wanaka with afternoon tea held for 

all in the Lodge Refectory afterwards.  Kind regards, Marg Girvan 

  

An exiting three-year roller coaster ride – by Ruth Kinvig, wife of John, District GM of the Midland District 

An exciting three-year roller coaster ride, which I had the pleasure of embarking on.  Firstly, I was excited at my husband’s 

appointment as Dist. G M, I had no idea what was expected of me or how I was to go about it, but 

with a request from Diana to participate in painting Hope stones for cancer I was able to take the first 

steps of bringing a few Ladies together which was successful and really worthwhile.  We also put 

together some ladies’ luncheons within the district which was an opportunity for more ladies to meet 

and enjoy each other’s company, several found friends from school day etc. and were able to rekindle 

friendships.  

Some took part in making poppies for the Anzac Celebrations and these looked beautiful when 

displayed.  We meet on numerous evenings at various Lodge Installations where we were entertained 

by some wonderful speakers and sometimes were given demonstrations on different crafts, which 

were always interesting.  Our visits from The Grand Master and his wife Diana gave me the inspiration 

to succeed with more ideas and activities. 

How lucky we have been to step out with our Husbands and Partners, to be included at many 

installation dinners.  These have been marvellous evenings and once again a chance to meet and greet more wonderful people.  I 

encourage the ladies to take the opportunity to accompany their husbands where ever possible.  it is a great experience. 

Last night we had a combined dine out with several different lodges from within the Midland District, it was a fantastic way to round 

off a fabulous three years of excitement, fun, laughter, trips and visiting.  I am grateful to have had this opportunity to be involved, it 

has been a learning curve, which I must admit I have benefited from immensely.  Thanks goes to all the supporters who helped 

make this time easier and enjoyable. 

I wish all the Freemasons, Wives, Partners and Families the very best for the future years.   Ruth Kinvig. 

Thoughts and observations from a Freemason’s wife - by Tania Pratt, wife of Russell, Grand Steward 

I am truly supportive of Russell and his Masonry.  He is a 5th generation freemason and takes it all so seriously. I’m not 

allowed to know any of the missing words in his little blue book; and he is always “going on” about the need for loyalty and 

integrity.   
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As the wife of a freemason it has been a bit of a mixed bag for me. I couldn’t believe the first ladies event I attended.       

I was dispatched into a room of ladies I’d never met where we sat in a semi-circle in a cold room 

and made small talk for 45 minutes while the men had their meeting. My advice to Russell in the 

car on the way home was: 

1. If we’re important enough to take to Lodge – we’re important enough to be treated well. 

Don’t leave us. Have your business meeting earlier in the day or on another night so that 

you can be with us when we visit. If you can’t do that – provide us with meaningful 

entertainment. 

2. Don’t treat us like “little women”. We’ve had the vote for 123 years and statistically 35% 

of us earn more than our husbands. Credit us with a brain. 

3. Don’t second guess how we would like to be entertained. ASK US! 

4. Don’t invite us to a ladies’ night because “you do it every June”.  Don’t feel obliged to entertain us – we respect 

your love of Freemasonry – don’t involve us as a “token gesture” 

5. Make sure we have name tags. We only meet the other ladies once or twice a year and we forget each other’s 

names. 

I get as much enjoyment from a good night in front of the telly while Russell is out enjoying his Freemasonry.  I love 

attending Lodge social functions when they are done well.  

I feel very proud to be a freemasons’ wife! Tania Pratt 

History, fun, Freemasonry and Women – by Anne Mace, wife of David, Past Grand Master 

The Grand Masters of Australia and New Zealand and their wives/partners talk together, work together, eat together and 

have fun together.  At the end of a Grand Masters term of office, the women of Freemasonry have a 

function during which the wife of the outgoing Grand Master is honoured and the incoming Grand Master’s 

wife is welcomed to her new job.  These are casual, fun functions which form an essential part of the 

Installation and are a ‘must attend’ for the Ladies.  

In mid-2004, Alan Wright was completing his term of office as the Grand Master of Queensland.  His wife 

Merilyn had given up her career as a biochemist to accompany Alan in all his Grand Masters duties.  It 

appeared to the wives of other Grand Masters at time that Merilyn had worked very hard all her life with 

no time for recreational, relaxing activities and so she was presented with a ball of rather yucky coloured 

yellow wool and some knitting needles to encourage her to ‘take up something new which she could do while 

sitting down and relaxing.’ 

To everyone’s surprise and entertainment at the next Ladies function, Merilyn presented a yucky yellow scarf to the wife of 

the Incoming Grand Master with the instruction to add to it during her term of office and see what it turned into in the next 

few years. (It actually eventuated that Merilyn hadn’t learned to knit at all, but had used the talents of one of her family 

members to create the scarf on her behalf!). 

New Zealand added black stripes around the yellow to tone it down a bit, others added asymmetrical patterns and shapes to 

either side of the scarf in the colours of their State, various tourist logos and depictions of attractions.  The scarf grew 

larger and larger and heavier and heavier and a special shoulder carrier bag was made for its transportation.  It was presented 

at every ladies’ function amongst much hilarity and comments on creativity and features in numerous photographs with ever 

changing wives and partners. 

Some six to eight years after its inception, having grown to an enormous size and looking somewhat like a lopsided poncho 

made around a yucky yellow scarf, it was retired to the Masonic museum in Sydney and replaced with a book that includes 

photographs and a page of information about the activities of the outgoing Grand Master’s wife. 

The book is of course, much easier to transport, and a good serious replacement but in the view of one of the original knitters, 

is not a tribute to creativity, talent and entertainment and its appearance is no longer eagerly anticipated and the 

photographers have gone bankrupt as a result of its disappearance! 

See you at the next Ladies function, even though we won’t be seeing the scarf/poncho as well. Anne 

Meeting Jane Sydenham-Clarke, the new Chief Executive for Freemasons Victoria – by Jean Park 

It was my privilege and pleasure to meet Jane Sydenham-Clarke, the new Chief Executive for Freemasons Victoria, while I was visiting in 

Melbourne.  Jane is pictured here on the left.  She is the first woman ever appointed in that role 

in Victoria and brings a wealth of experience and ideas to ensure the sustainability and growth 

of Freemasonry.   

In our discussion we touched on many initiatives, looking at ways to increase and retain 

membership by raising the profile, looking at engaging the millennium generation of men for 

whom digital strategies such as Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn are a key part of their lives, 

while at the same time retaining and valuing the wisdom and experience of the senior men.   
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It was great to share ideas for the increased involvement of women as we considered Lodges here that have done this and how 

successful they have become.  Let me reassure all the men that increased involvement will not impact on the ritual or formalities of 

Freemasonry but will strengthen the community, recognising that women can make a valuable contribution that also needs to be 

celebrated. 

Jane’s energy and enthusiasm to promote change to ensure the ongoing sustainability while retaining the ethos and integrity of the 

organisation is impressive.  I so appreciated the time we had together looking at ideas, and I quote her words “to change what needs to 

change and to protect all that is so treasured.”    I came away energised and filled with hope for the future. 

Jean Park MNZM JP 

Fantastic blankets and toys given to Ronald McDonald House 

Mary Buck, wife of Barry, of the United Horowhenua 

Lodge, and her team of ladies got together over 

many afternoons and evenings to create these lovely 

blankets and teddybears.  They were donated to 

Ronald McDonald House in Wellington. The blankets 

were made of polar fleece and very practical but also 

very cosy and warm for the children to use.  While 

some of the blankets, together with the cuddly 

teddybears, were delivered to Ronald McDonald 

House and were gratefully received by committee 

members Grahame Montford and his wife, others 

were sent to needy teenage mothers in the district. 

 

Updating the story of Aidan who was originally a tube-fed little baby 

 Some of you will recall the story of Aidan, grandson of Ted Green, who struggled to cope with kindergarden and normal 
childhood activities because of his inability to swallow food normally.  Life has been far from easy for Aidan but Kinemoa-
Kairangi Lodge have helped with some of the financial costs for speech therapy, etc.  Aidan’s parents continue his story here:  

Aidan started school at Kapanui Primary School in Waikanae at the beginning of this year.  This followed a very involved 

plan put together by the school in conjunction with all people who provided care for Aidan at the time i.e. kindy 

staff, Kapanui school staff, Ministry of Education representatives, speech language therapist, physio and occupational therapists.... better 

prepped than the All Blacks.  No stone was left unturned and nothing was left to chance.  We were truly impressed with the focus on the 

tiny things - clearly professionals who have done this before and it showed once Aidan started.  We have had fantastic 

support from the staff at Kapanui.  As a result, Aidan's transition from Kindy to school went exceptionally smoothly - no 

small task for a young boy who is very routine-based.  Aidan isn't your normal kid and he is different.  His classmates 

have accepted him and this has been reflected in his growing capacity in the socialisation of Aidan into school 

life.  Initially the boys were standoffish and Aidan welcomed the attention of the 'more friendly' girls.  However, this is 

slowly changing and to our delight, a little boy ran up to Aidan recently at a trip to a park.  They were class mates and 

once recognition was confirmed - they then played alongside and together for a relatively lengthy period.   Something 

we all take for granted, until your kid is not 'normal'.  His education has been slow but positive.  He can count to ten in te reo; identify the 

letters of his name and participate in school activities such as assembly.  With some humour, at a school assembly where they sang that 

national anthem in both English & Reo, at the end, clearly tired by it all, he announced "that's enough".   

His feeding is no further - he 'sips' at water and will demolish toast, but he doesn't eat it.  Maybe this is consolidating 

where he has come from, and in time he will be more interested in food.  At least, as he grows intellectually, we will be 

able to talk to him about eating, but for now the progress has been extremely slow and frustrating.  Still, it’s not gone 

backwards.  We are very lucky to have Dr Andrew Marshall as Aidan's Paedeatrician.  He is very supportive and keen to 

make progress.  

In terms of Aidan's overall development, clearly there is untapped potential.  Whilst he has his issues, he is no fool.  Very 

aware of his environment and with a memory that is rather staggering for a 6-year-old boy.  He has been described as 

having 'untapped potential' and we would have to agree.  However, his development is slow.  Slower than might be 

expected and he has recently undergone some tests with further tests yet to be undertaken to provide an indication of whether this delay 

might be something that we can expect to see improve, or whether his development might have other factors associated that may dent his 

prognosis of when and how he might take his rightful place in society and at what level.  He is an extremely gregarious boy and a pleasure 

to love.  People are drawn to him and he is warm in response.  He adores his sisters and they are very patient with him and other times 

treat him like the younger annoying sibling that he can be :).    Anthon and Tammy Green.    

  
Thank you for reading this and all the previous issues of Snippets! It has been a real pleasure to put them 

together and I am very grateful to those who have so willingly submitted articles and photographs for me to include.   

I have also been very grateful to all the lovely ladies who have been so kind and generous with their time as we’ve moved around the 

country.  I would like to take this final opportunity to say a really big ‘thank you’ to all of you who have made the last three years so 

very enjoyable and memorable for John and myself.  It has been a great privilege to meet and engage with you all.   Thank you 

again,                 Take care – and with warm regards to you all, Diana         
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