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Editorial It is wonderful 

to hear about a successful Masonic 

Project, and Camp Quality has certainly 

qualified for that. The only regret is 

that so few Brethren  were involved in 

it. The reports that I have received 

demonstrate the great time that was 

enjoyed by those participating. 

Maybe our best service would be in 

supporting these financially; each 

working to their own strengths. 

Has any Lodge actually created a file of 

the strengths of their members? There 

are so many things that a properly 

organised group could assist with; 

planning, organization, transport, food 

and drink, logistics in general this I hear 

. As I write the continuity people on 

radio and television giving advice on the 

advent of Cyclone Gita. Has any of the 

many service organizations been in 

touch with your Lodge for assistance? 

Have you been in contact with civil 

defence or any other assistant 

organizations to let them know of your 

availability to assist? If they don’t know 

you’re there they can’t call you for help. 

The funds earned will be of tremendous 

assistance to the Camp Quality and 

make life a little more bearable for the 

children.  

 Have you any idea of how many 

groups and organizations do assistance 

and charity work in your area? It might 

be interesting to construct a list of those 

who provide support and assistance to 

the less fortunate in our area. We, as 

Freemasons have great skills in 

accumulating funds for many purposes, 

but some organizations are less skilled 

in this area yet are skilled in looking 

after the less fortunate. 
 As Freemasons, how can we help our 

Communities. 
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Greetings to all,  

 

I trust this finds everyone well and looking forward to a new year of Lodge activity. 

Lodge Ikaroa has another Initiation Ceremony on the 27th. If you can make it, please do, 

it would be great to see a full lodgeroom. 

 

Camp Quality presented NZ Freemasons with an Acknowledgement Certificate which, as I write, is being framed. 

Once again, my thanks to all who helped out. As soon as the photos arrive, they will be forwarded to the NZ 

Freemason magazine along with a write up. On charity matters, I was pleased to attend  Tony Holland’s 

presentation to the Emergency Department of the Base Hospital. This was covered by a Daily News article 

appearing the following day. Known as ‘Teddies for Loving Care’ it was started in England and has taken off with 

Freemasons in other countries and is designed to help children being admitted to Emergency Wards by receiving a 

teddy bear which they keep, thereby alleviating trauma and acting as a distraction for them at a difficult time. If any 

Lodges are considering a project, I would be pleased to forward details, it’s a great cause. 

 

Just a reminder to Lodges that master masons, fellowcrafts and entered apprentices are invited to register (free of 

charge) for the Divisional Conference on 24th March in Palmerston North. Registration for these is simply to 

ascertain numbers. It should prove interesting, if you haven’t attended, to see the format and procedure. 

 

Finally brethren, it has been brought to my attention that with the upgrade to the NZ freemason website that there 

is a section for Lodges to enter their working for the month. Taranaki is the only region that has had no input to the 

site whatsoever. If you have difficulty with access or input, I would suggest a call to Russell Pratt (new Dist. G.M.) at 

H.Q. as he is the main man regarding the upgrade. 

 

Fraternal greetings and best wishes, 

 

Roly  



 
 

 
 

IS IT WORTH THE JOURNEY OR IS IT A JOURNEY OF WORTH ?   

 

Each one of us here this evening, would, I know, favour a particular section of the Ritual for its personal 

and meaningful significance. Tonight, I would like to share one of mine, which forever challenges my 

insights into what might be a reasonable explanation as to its real meaning.   

 

PASSAGE  

 Other than the Second Degree Working Tools, the following has remained with me as a personal guide 

throughout my Masonic life.  Namely, from the Third Degree:  

 

         ... ‘Let the e…s of m…which lie before you lead you to contemplate your inevitable destiny, and  

guide your reflections to the most interesting of all human studies, the knowledge of yourself. Be careful to 

perform your allotted tasks while it is yet day, for night cometh in which no work can be done. ’ 

 

 QUESTIONS : 

 

In attempting to come to grips with this and to reflect on its true meaning, my mind has always been 

intrigued by a ‘bigger picture.’ Do we need some plan, a structure, a measure, a standard, by which we 

can channel our thinking?  For me, this includes a plan to address the following: 

 

MEANING : 

What is the real meaning of life? 

What is knowledge?  

What is truth?  

What is the ultimate truth?  

How do we distinguish one from the other? 

How can we fit in to the scheme of things, or more precisely, how can we perform the allotted tasks in a 

meaningful way involving ourselves, our fellow Brethren and community members?  

 

To complicate the matter even further, I am dazzled by the ever-increasing body of knowledge readily 

available via any number of new fangled technologies to assist [or confuse] us in coming to grips with 

these age-old questions. 

 

DILEMMA:   A dilemma yes, as I am again reminded in the Third Degree passage:   ‘ …it is that 

mysterious veil which the eye of human reason cannot penetrate unless assisted by the light which shines 

from above…’  

  



 
 

 
 

Allow me to pose another question: Will human knowledge ever reach a point, be it, or be it no, with the 

guidance and assistance of the G.A.O.U. or emerging scientific theory, whereby ‘the total picture’ will be 

revealed?   ‘Pie in the sky,’ you may conjecture!   

 

However, let us not forget, that a little over 50 years past, we might be forgiven in thinking that Sputnik, 

space travel, moon landings; explorations to Mars and Satellite cities in the sky, were also ‘pie in the sky 

stuff.’  

 

PERSONAL VIEWPOINT : 

 

My problem here is that, whilst not being a religious fanatic, and equally, not being unreligious; the 

reconciling of ever increasing scientific knowledge with my traditional and spiritual beliefs, does not for me, 

always provide for a happy marriage.  

 

On the one hand, many historical passages [ Biblical, Ritual and otherwise] and on the other, newly 

proven scientific knowledge, often prove not to be matching or amicable bed mates.    

 

EVER INCREASING KNOWLEDGE  : 

 

Without labouring the point let me illustrate with a couple of examples.  

 

1. LAMININ : Laminin are a family of proteins that are an integral part of the membrane structure of 
every cell – they are in lay man’s language - adhesion molecules that bind everything together. 
The interesting aspect here is that they are shaped in the form of a perfect cross; hence the 
current ‘conspiracy theory debate’ asks whether this is the hand of the G.A.O.U.at work or simply 
part of the evolutionary process, or whether there is an overall design, fashioned for the universe 
by a guiding hand, as part of an omnipotently planned creationist process. 

  

2. THE  HIGGS BOSON OR GOD PARTILCLE : Physicist Joe Incandela  announced this in 2012. 
The Higgs boson theory helps explain why matter has mass, and begs the questions- why are we 
here at all by analyzing the structures of atoms and molecules as well as the energy discharge.    

 

Remember the $10 billion Swiss/French experiment carried out in a 17 mile underground tunnel to 

recreate conditions similar to those at the birth of the universe. The current theory is that particles- 

matter- atoms etc. cannot exist without mass and that this is made possible by the God particle 

binding them together via a sticky energy field. Creationist or theistically evolutionist or both?  

 

3. NANOPARTICLES : Whilst considered a recent discovery by modern science, they were actually 
responsible for the glittering effect accomplished by artisans and craftsmen in Mesopotamia back 
in the 9th century. The effect resulted from mixing copper and silver salts, oxides, vinegar and 
ochre clay and applying to vessels etc. before firing.   

 



 
 

 
 

4. Scientists are currently studying the structure of nanoparticles in shells as they believe this may 
provide the answer to their sheen and how they bend light to accomplish this effect.   The 
American army has picked up the research and is currently applying it to develop better 
camouflage techniques for their weaponry. Nanoparticles are also currently applied to focusing 
laser beams in all things ocular.  

 

Hence the confusion, or should I say, challenge. Is it all a part of a grand design or is it some evolutionary 

process, or both, through, and by which, all truth will be revealed?  Whichever, it provides an interesting 

scaffold to examine our beliefs in guiding our reflections about the knowledge of ourselves. 

 

OUR PERSONAL ANTENNAE SYSTEM:  

 

To help us develop a understanding of our place in the scheme of things, I also believe we are all blessed 

with a personal and well developed ‘in-built wiring system’ a personal view on life – how we see things-a 

personal sieve, through which we examine facts and opinions to make decisions- a personal philosophy if 

you like, which may, or may not, reach into the spiritual realm or faith. 

 

My background : I was educated at All Souls’ Church of England Boarding School, Charters Towers 

[1956-59], and influenced there by Bishop Ian Shevill [N.Q.] and Archbishop Bishop John Grinrod  [Med. 

Missionary, Manchester Regiment., first hand experience of Liverpool bombings and later Anglican 

Primate of Australia.]   

Later, I attended Kelvin Grove Teachers’ College, followed by courses at the University of Qld. with post 

graduate studies/degrees at Armidale, N.S.W. 

   

Being a dairy farmer’s son and having spent 8 years in Western Queensland, I have among other things, 

had the excresences knocked off me and my feet firmly planted on the ground. 

 

All of this had a major effect on my current thinking.  

It could be said that my background experiences helped to ‘wire me up’. They introduced me to the notion 

of faith? – a personal standpoint, resulting either from a religiously orientated philosophical view or from 

modern scientific evidence, to enable me to make the best choice I can, given the particular 

circumstances.  

 

OTHER EVIDENCE OFFERING: 

 

As part of my ‘in-built wiring’ from way back and partly as a result from my Masonic involvement, I have 

often looked to other sources to shed light on the meaning of the passage. The one which has always 

fascinated me being ‘The Holy Grail’.  The stories and myths abound about the Grail, being perhaps, the 

‘font or cup of all knowledge, the truth, the inspiration, the spring of hope eternal’ etc. etc.     

  

Investigations into the mysteries surrounding the H.G. include: 



 
 

 
 

 

• the possibility of the Knight Templars rescuing it during their Crusades; 

• the cup being lodged under Rosslyn  chapel; 

• Joseph of Aramathea using the cup at the Crucifixtion or his taking the bowl and burying it at 
Glastonbury Abbey; 

• the conspiracy theory generated by Dan Brown to help sell his book, The Da Vinci Code; 

• being buried and lost with the Ark of the Covenant; and 

• possible associations with King Arthur and Tintagel in Cornwall. 
  

 These have all led me to agree with author Barbar in his book entitled : ‘The Holy Grail : The History of a 

Legend.’ In it he asserts, that :  ‘The Holy Grail is a familiar image to us all as an almost unattainable 

infinitely desirable goal… embedded and current in today’s culture...and yet it has no religious meaning 

neither is it mentioned anywhere in the scriptures or religious teachings…’ 

 

So where does this leave me; up the creek without a paddle?  

Not at all, but for the answer I must go back to ‘my inner wiring’. 

 

Of one thing I am sure:  the Holy Grail exists in the breasts of Masonic men, in which faith, hope and 

charity abound, cemented and hardwired not with laminin but with what I call ‘ITSS’ – better known, as ‘in 

the square stuff’ which requires us to stick together through thick and thin - this being the real message 

behind the Third Degree, as ‘betrayal’ is not in the Masonic language. 

  

More importantly, it challenges us to appreciate and to be sensitive towards one to another through our 

lifelong actions and interactions. More importantly, the Craft allows each and everyone of us to form our 

own opinions about the meaning of life, the part each of us might play within Earth’s temporal bounds, 

thus enabling us to fulfil our obligations true to our own beliefs, and to the benefit of our fellow beings and 

society in general.  

 

I have not always seen eye to eye with Winston Churchill, but on this occasion, I believe he’s spot-on 

when he concludes:  

 

‘The only guide to man is his conscience; the only shield to his memory is the rectitude and sincerity of his 

actions.  It is very imprudent to walk through life without this shield, because we are so often mocked by 

the failure of our hopes and the upsetting of our calculations; but with this shield, however the fates may 

play, we march always in the ranks of honour.’ 1. 

 

And so Brethren, I leave you with these few personal thoughts and trust that our lives together as 

Freemasons will really make it a JOURNEY OF WORTH ! 

1. Winston S Churchill, Churchill The Power of the Words, p.273. 

                                           Delivered : Caloundra Masonic Lodge, January 2014. by Bob Haslam 

By Courtesy of Mike Aldrich  



 
 

 
 

The Lodges of Taranaki 
 

Lodge Whangamomona No. 234 

N.D. Lowe (06)7566184 Colin Cowie (06)7655882 

Lodge Manaia No. 286 

D. M. Stockwell 
 

G. T. Harvie (06)2786896 

The Research Lodge of the Taranaki Province No. 323 

G. O. Thompson (06)7551695 C. Heyward (06)8578299 

The Taranaki Daylight Lodge No. 455 

R. Stack 067535851 B. A. Black 027-7530990 

Lodge United Taranaki No. 456 

B. W. Leathley (06)7550357 G. O. Thompson (06)7551695 

The Avant-Garde Lodge No. 503 

L. Roach 
 

P. Doidge (06 

The De Burgh Adams Lodge No. 446 (Irish Constitution) 

G. A.  Alldridge (06)7548194 J. L. Dormer (06)7588248 

Lodge Hinemoa No. 786 (Scottish Constitution) 

R. Stanford (06)7550366 G. Alldridge (06)7554325 

Mount Egmont Lodge No. 670 (English Constitution) 

 
(27)8457712 M. Jensen (06)3643636 

Sir Donald McLean Lodge No. 1646 (English Constitution) 

D. M. Lawrence 
 

G. Cleland (06)7579160 

 
Ikaroa Lodge 

  
G. Cowie 06-7638619 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

MASONIC LODGES OF TARANAKI 

CALENDAR, 2018 
 

NOTE: Installations & Annual Meetings shaded blue with asterisks or underlined, Official visits 

shaded grey. 

  § = maybe advisable to verify with the lodge if visiting 

LODGE MEETING 

DATES 

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

 
  18  Patea Kilwinning     

2nd Wednesday 
 

14 14  $ 11 9 13 

 

11 8 12 10 14 12 

115  Ikaroa    

4th Tuesday 
Nov & Dec 2nd Tue 

27 27 24 

 
22 26 24 28 25 23  § 

***** 

13 

    

11 

   

234  Whangamomona      

1st Thursday 
April 1st Saturday Inst’. 

  1 

   
1   7    § 

***** 
33 7 5 2 6 4 1 6 

86  Manaia     

2nd Monday 
 

12 12 

 

  9 14       
 § 
***** 

11 9 

 

13 10 8 12 10 

323  Research     

4th Wednesday 
 

 28 

 

 23  § 
***** 

  22  24   

455Taranaki Daylight     

1st Monday except 
June/July/December 

5 

 

5 2 

 

7   6   § 
***** 

3 1 5  

456  United  Taranaki     

4th Mon – Dec 2nd Mon     
 

26 26 23 

  § 

28 25 23 

 

27 24 22 

 

26 10 

503Avant-Garde 

1st Tuesday 
except Apr/Jul/Oct/Dec      

1st Saturday Sept Installation 

6 6  1 5 

  

 6 1  § 
***** 

 5  

Taranaki Freemason          

Deadline 2nd Tuesday 
13 13 10 8 12 10 14 11 9 13  

Almoners                             

1st Friday 
3   ?? 

agm 
***** 

  ??   ??  

Masonic Trust     

Meeting three times per annum 

or as required       

     13 

??? 

agm 
***** 

     

Divisional Conference 

             *Date to be confirmed 
 24 

PN 

  

 

       

Grand Installation 

Wellington 
         ___  

446 De Burgh Adams   

3rd Wednesday                 
24 21 18 

   
16 20 21  § 

***** 

15 19 17 21 19 

670 Mt Egmont EC   

2nd Wednesday 
14 14 11 9 13 11 8 ? 

***** 

12 10 14 12 

786 Hinemoa SC 

1st Wednesday 
 7 4 

   
2 6 4 1 5 6 ? 

***** 

7 5 

1646 Sir Donald McLean EC 

1st Tuesday    
 6 3 

   
1 2  § 

***** 

3 7 4 2 6 1 

With the compliments of: VW Bro Roly Blake  District Grand Master. ( Taranaki District )    


