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A Point Within a Circle from which a Mason Cannot Err 
 
My aim in presenting the following paper on the point within a circle is two fold: first 
hopefully, to inform on something you didn’t know before, secondly to reactivate 
somethings you did know previously and inspire further consideration of that/those 
topics in your daily lives. This research paper was first presented to the Research 
Lodge of Wellington in 2013. 
 
Some of you will know that as a professional educationalist, my philosophy of 
teaching and learning is to open debate and involve people in discussion, leading to 
interactive learning. It is my hope that the points made in this paper will invoke 
discussion but only if you, the Reader, find at least one other Mason who has also 
read this paper and open that discussion by talking through your understanding of the 
points made. 
 
Introduction 
The subject is one of our masonic symbols, a point within a circle, and its relationship 
to our lives. The majority of Freemasons associate the point within a circle with the 3rd 
degree in masonry but its origin is in the 1st degree. I connect this with the form of a 
Freemasons’ lodge and show that there is symbolism in the physical structure of our 
Lodge rooms.  I then move on to discuss the point within a circle and speculate on six 
different circles in our modern everyday lives and three interpretations of a point 
within a circle. Then comes some free thought on the meaning of the phrase “cannot 
err”.  
So, let us begin in the 1st degree. We are informed in the explanation of the 1st 
Degree Tracing Board that the form of a Freemasons’ Lodge is a parallelapipedon in 
length from East to West, in breadth from North to South and in depth from the 
surface of the Earth to the centre and even as high as the heavens. A parallelapipedon 
is a three-dimensional solid where the sides are parallel so if you look up at the ceiling 
of this room you will see that the joins between the ceiling and the walls run parallel 
to each other from East to West, the joins at the ends of the room run parallel from 
North to South and the joins in the corners between walls run perpendicular from the 
centre of the Earth in the direction of the Heavens. Similarly, the edges of the floor 
and walls, and the edges of the end-walls.  In our case the joining angles are all 90° 
known as right angles so our Lodge room is a regular parallelepiped or parallelapipedon 
with upright walls, level floor and square angles. This is an appropriate place for 
Freemasons with upright intentions to meet on the level and part on the square. 
 
Parallel lines appear again in the explanation of the 1st Degree Tracing Board when it 
is pointed out that in all regular Lodges there is a point within a circle from which a 
Mason cannot err. This circle is bounded between North and South by two great 
parallel lines, one of which we are informed represents Moses, and the other 
represents King Solomon (Reference 2). Why Moses and King Solomon?  
 
In the VSL we are told that Moses was a Hebrew by birth but brought up as a noble 
Egyptian. Therefore he would have been well groomed in the ways of Egyptian 
society, highly educated and possibly initiated in the learned ways of one of the 
ancient Mystery Schools at that time.  When he led the people of Israel out of Egypt 
he would have carried all his learning and some of the secret knowledge with him. It 
is known, or at least speculated that our original two-degree system of Freemasonry 
was based on some of those secret rites from an ancient Egyptian Mystery School.  
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We can understand the involvement of King Solomon from the many references to 
him and his good works and the allegory of building the Temple in Jerusalem. The fifth 
section of the Masonic Lecture on the first degree (see Reference 1) relates that King 
Solomon was “the first Prince who excelled in Masonry and under whose royal 
patronage many of our mysteries gained their first sanction”. The supplement to this 
section goes on to ask the question, “King Solomon being a Hebrew and reigning long 
before the Christian era, to whom were our Lodges next dedicated?” and the answer 
given is. “St. John the Baptist.” The reason that follows is that St. John the Baptist 
was a forerunner of Jesus Christ and preached repentance and drew the first line of 
the Gospel. Brethren may wish to take time in the following weeks to speculate on 
this reason and draw their own personal conclusions.  
 
St John the Baptist was a cousin of Jesus Christ and his memory is celebrated by the 
Christian Church on 24th June each year. The 1st Degree Lecture informs us that St. 
John the Baptist had an equal in St. John the Evangelist who is remembered on 27th 
December each year. St John the Evangelist is believed to have been the Apostle that 
Jesus loved, possibly his brother, and only Apostle not to forsake Jesus in his hour of 
need. This St John was the teacher of brotherly love and lived to be approximately 90 
when he died in Ephesus, Turkey around AD 100. Did you know, Brethren, that these 
two St. Johns were the patron saints of Freemasonry? Some would say that the two 
parallel lines could or should remind us of these two Saints as our patrons? Between 
these two parallel lines is the circle which I discuss in the next section. 
 
The Circle 
Brethren, in this paper I identify six different circles that we all have – possibly 
without us knowing about them or considering their importance to our daily lives. 
They are: your family circle; the circle of your friends, your circle of interests; the 
circle of your influence; the circle of your personal responsibilities and The Mystic 
Circle. We even get ‘circles’ in g-mail these days. So, let us consider each circle and 
let me reiterate that one purpose of this research paper is to encourage each of us to 
put aside definite space and time to reflect on each circle and our individual, personal 
contribution to it as a Freemason.  
Your Family Circle – Let us think on how our masonic activities affect the members 
of our families. Reflect during the coming weeks on whether you consider your family 
enough. Do you get the right life-balance between your time spent on your masonry 
and your time devoted to your family? 
Your Circle of Friends - Do the masonic virtues of temperance, prudence and justice 
play an active part when you are with your friends?  
Your circle of interests is probably wide and far reaching, and speaking personally I 
often have to limit and control my circle of interests in order to focus on being Master 
of some instead of a Jack of all trades.  
The circle of your individual influence is a difficult one to consider in detail. Given 
a few moments thought of any depth we soon realize that we are probably not nearly 
as important as we would like to think we are. However, this is where being a 
Freemason and using the lessons in our degree ceremonies should help us deal with 
our own position in each of these circles. 
This applies also to the circle of our personal responsibilities where the practice of 
all four cardinal virtues, prudence, temperance, fortitude, and justice taught in the 
first degree Charge after initiation can play a vital part in our daily lives - if we let 
them, if we put them into practice by thinking carefully about these four cardinal 
virtues in times of need and stress. Our Freemasonry should be alive and well and a 
strength and guide to our daily lives. 
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The Mystic Circle (see References 4 & 6) is common among meditative and more 
mystical Orders such as the many Societies of Rosicrucians. They form a circle of 
members at the opening and closing of each meeting to demonstrate and reinforce 
the bond of friendship. Rosicrusianism grew out of a small number of young men in 
medieval Germany being somewhat fed up with the way things were going, especially 
with the powerful influence the church of those days had on their thinking. They 
wanted to break away and think freely about nature and science so published a 
manifesto asking people to think for them. The authorities resisted this but the young 
men hid themselves and conducted their thinking in secret for fear of persecution. 
Their society grew through the years and developed into a worldwide organization 
whose aim is the diffusion of Light (knowledge) and the advancement of science. For 
more on this wide topic Brethren are referred to any member of the SRIA here in New 
Zealand. There are four Colleges that meet in New Zealand, Sirius College is number 
57 on the Roll of the High Council of The Societas Rosicruciana In Anglia (SRIA) and 
meets once a quarter in this masonic hall. Master Mason of good standing can be 
invited to join. 
 
The Point 
The point can be regarded as the Monad from Greek word monas meaning unit or 
from monos meaning alone. The great Greek philosopher Pythagoras (570-495 BC) 
devoted much of his thinking to numbers (see Reference 2). Every schoolboy and girl 
mostly remembers him for his theorem that states that in every right-angled triangle, 
“The square on the hypotenuse is equal to the sum of the squares of the other two 
sides.”  What is not so well known is that Pythagoras held a strong belief in a single 
Supreme Being and regarded the monad as a symbol of that.  Brethren are 
recommended to read the first chapter of The Pythagorean Triangle (Reference 2) to 
gain greater understanding of this great philosopher and the influence of numbers on 
his way of thinking. The monad can represent the number one, being unity, or a point 
being dimensionless. Pythagoras regarded both as the starting point of everything 
else. The point within a circle is now often taken to represent the Supreme Being, God 
at the centre of the Universe.  
The point within your family circle can represent you at the centre of your family; can 
represent you at the centre of your circle of friends, the circle of your interests, 
influence and your personal responsibilities.  
 
From Which a Mason Cannot Err 
All Freemasons are human beings and human beings make mistakes so what can this 
phrase from which a Mason cannot err mean?  On going round the circle containing 
the point in a Masonic Lodge we must necessarily touch on both parallel lines, likewise 
on the VSL (References 1, 3, & 7) which rests on the upper part of the circle. In the 
Charge After Initiation we are urged to considerate it (the VSL) as an unerring 
standard of truth and justice, to regulate our actions by the Divine precepts it contains 
and taught the duties we owe to God, to our neighbor and to ourselves.  
We should take the VSL to be the guide of all our actions – so I ask this question – do 
we know as much about the contents of that sacred book as we aught? Should be 
read more and try to understand the messages and apply these to our daily lives? 
Should we, as masons, free, accepted and speculative use that sacred text more than 
we do?  If we were fully conversant with the doctrine in that Holy Book we would not 
err.  
 
Worshipful Master, Brethren, I thank you for your attention and sincerely hope that 
this has not been boring, but will provide food for your thoughts over the coming 
weeks. I look forward to your comments and feedback at our next meeting. 
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VWBro George Allan 
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