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The time has come for me to reflect on the journey 

that I have been part of over the last four years. It 

has been my privilege and pleasure to have served 

as the Divisional Grand Master for the Central 

Division.  

 

On reflection of these four years there have been 

some extremely memorable moments and some of 

great sadness. We have witnessed the loss of 

Brethren who have played major parts in 

Freemasonry not only in the Central Division but 

also in New Zealand.  I have been encouraged to 

see Brethren stepping up and taking on new 

challenges and accepting the responsibilities that go 

along with these.  

 

The new team has been announced to take us 

forward and it is encouraging to see the calibre of 

these men. Unfortunately when nominations are 

called, we receive numerous nominations and of 

course there are not enough positions for everyone.  

This results in disappointments for many Brethren. 

Can I say to the Brethren who were not successful, 

thank you for allowing your name to come forward. 

Freemasonry needs all of our members to be 

dedicated to Lodges and support and encourage the 

growth of each lodge, so that they are ready to 

receive new members.  We all have a very 

important role to play. To the Brethren who have 

been selected to lead the craft over the next three 

years, we sincerely wish you all the best.  
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On my personal journey over the last four years, I 

have been encouraged to see that the Central 

Division certainly has Lodges, who are adapting and 

benefiting from the growth of new members. I 

believe these Lodges have taken responsibility for 

their membership numbers and have stopped 

blaming Grand Lodge Office.  They have reflected 

and analysed their Lodge membership.   Therefore, I 

encourage all lodges to obtain their Crystal reports 

and analyse the good and the bad. Through 

understanding our strengths and weaknesses we can 

make plans to go forward.  I am positive that when 

you analyse your membership, you will be surprised 

how many men you have actually introduced into 

Freemasonry over the last 10 years but 

unfortunately have not retained these members. 

 

Over my term of office, the Central Division has 

been served by very capable District Grand Masters 

and I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

them for their dedication to Freemasonry. The 

executive committee team which includes the 

District Grand Masters, Divisional Secretary, 

Divisional Treasurer and Chairmen of the Advisory 

teams has met four times every year. Without 

individually naming everyone, I would like to pass on 

my sincere thanks for the work that you have done. I 

know you will continue to support the Central 

Division. It would be remiss of me not to mention 

Graeme Harvie and Stephen Sherring, both of who 

do outstanding work as Secretary and Treasurer. I 

have been very lucky to work with such calibre of 

men, where nothing seems to be a problem and the 

work is done so diligently.  Thank you to you both. 
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I would like to acknowledge that I have not been on 

this journey by myself; I have had incredible support 

from Rosemary. Not only has she attended as many 

activities as possible, she has also allowed me the 

freedom to follow my objectives.  This has at times 

affected family life.  When I started this journey 

Rosemary and I had no grandchildren, we now have 

four grandchildren under the age of 3½.   There have 

een occasions when I have been unable to attend 

birthdays and family events.  Without Rosemary’s 

support and encouragement this journey would 

never have happened. 

Once again thank you for the way that you have 

received me into your District and your Lodges, it has 

been a very humbling experience and one which I 

will have very fond memories of for the rest of my 

May Freemasonry continue to be a way of life for 

you and your family. 

RWBro Steve Salmon 

Central Divisional Grand Master  

 


