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The Academy of Sublime Masters of the 
Luminous Ring, was founded in France, 
in 1780, by Baron Blaerfindy, one of the 
Grand Officers of the Philosophic 
Scotch Rite. The Academy of the 
Luminous Ring was dedicated to the 
philosophy of Pythagoras, and was 
divided into three degrees. The first and 
second were principally occupied with 
the history of Freemasonry, and the last 
degree, with the dogmas of the 
Pythagorean school, and their 
application to the highest grades of 
science. The historical hypothesis 
which was sought to be developed in 
this Academy, was that Pythagoras was 
the founder of Freemasonry. 
 

Academy of Sages. An order which 
existed in Sweden in 1770, deriving its 
origin from that founded in London by 
Elias Ashmole, on the doctrines of the 
New Atlantis of Bacon. A few similar 
societies were subsequently founded in 
Russia and France, one having been 
established in 1776 by the mother lodge 
of Avignon. 
Mackey’s Encyclopedia  

 
This has been adopted by the disciples 
of Adonhiramite Masonry, as the 
spelling of the name of the person 
known in Scripture, and in other 
Masonic systems, as Adoniram. They 
correctly derive the word from the 
Hebrew Adon and hiram, signifying the 
master who is exalted, which is the true 
meaning of Adoniram, the h being 
omitted in the Hebrew, by the 
coalescence of the two words. Hiram 
Abif has also sometimes been called 
Adonhiram, the Adon having been 
bestowed on him by Solomon, it is said, 
as a title of honor. 
Mackey’s Encyclopedia      

 

   

Bill Copeland 

THE LUMINOUS RING 

ADONHIRAM 

SOLITUDE 

TRUTH and THE RITUAL 

 

This month, I am going to include a very interesting (in my opinion) 
article which appeared in the March1928 issue of the New Zealand 
Craftsman, which in fact, was a letter to the Editor. It was written by a 
very new mason, who had been interested in becoming a Mason, but 
circumstances prevented him for joining when he wanted to. However, 
this will be explained as I have reproduced this article, word for word, so 
as everyone can understand what he is saying. Ed 

 
Dear Sir and Bro.– Having been a member of the Craft for the short 

space of one year, it is possible I shall make many errors in the 
following letter, if so, I shall take it kindly, if you will correct me. 

Prior to joining, I had for a period of about 15 years, made endeavour 
to link up with the order, but just when it seemed possible, conditions 
arose which caused delay and the longed-for event, was pushed into the 
vast future, but as one of the teachings of the Craft is, ‘Perseverance will 
overcome all difficulties’, I have the satisfaction of knowing that that 
portion of ritual, is at any rate, ‘true’. 

During those years, I tried to make myself acquainted with the 
teachings of the Order, by studying all classes of Masonic books, 
available to the outside world, and as you know, there are many. As a 
consequence, my preconceived ideas were probably more advanced 
than the majority of new members. 

One of those ideas was, that once you arrived at the wise meaning of 
any masonic teaching, it was sound to the core, and could not be given 
to lie, it was the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. This 
view has of course, been strengthened by having attained the sublime 
degree of a M.M., with all its advantages of study from the inside.  

Yet, I had by the time I taken my Third Degree, realised that if the 
young mason was to get the best out of the Craft, it would depend 
largely on the class of mason with whom he came in contact, as 
undoubtedly, there are good and bad, not so much from the moral point 
of view, as from the intelligent point, and if the young mason, keen to 
improve his knowledge, goes to a Past Master, or even Grand Lodge 
officer, for information and cannot get it, or perhaps receives mild 
ridicule in place of encouragement, it is possible the keenest edge may 
become dulled. So it becomes every floor member, officer, Past Master, 
Grand Lodge officer, to see to it, that their knowledge is such, that they 
can carry out what they have at some previous time agreed to do, that is 
qualify themselves to be in a position to instruct the workman under 
them. 

I have to be very thankful indeed, that it has been my good fortune to 
join a lodge, whose officers and Past Masters are not only keen on the 
work, but well read on the subjects and who have everything at their 
fingertips, to give the young mason, who is keen to advance in Masonic 
knowledge, just the right information he may require. 

This brings me to the point which caused me to pen these words. 
Continued next page.  



 

 
The Sir Walter Scott Lodge No 15 

Meet on the 1st Thursday of the month. 
INSTALLATION: June 

 
The Coromandel Lodge No 17 

Meetings will be advised. 
INSTALLATION: July. 

 
Lodge Papakura No 56 

Meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month. 
INSTALLATION: March. 

 
The Franklin Lodge No 58 

Meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month. 
INSTALLATION: October. 

 
Lodge Manurewa No 222 

Meet on the 3rd Monday of the month. 
INSTALLATION: May. 

 
Lodge Papatoetoe No 227 

Meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month. 
INSTALLATION: December. 

 
Lodge Tuakau No 278 

Meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
INSTALLATION: August. 

 
The Mangere Lodge No 330 

Meet on the 1st Saturday of the month. 
Daylight lodge. 

INSTALLATION: November. 
 

Lodge Otahuhu No 387 
Meet on the 2nd Monday of the month. 

INDTALLATION: April. 
 

Lodge Tironui No 400 
Meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

INSTALLATION: September. 
 

Lodge Whitianga No 443 
Meet on the 4th Monday of the month. 

INSTALLATION: September (4th Saturday) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
District Grand Master. 

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz  

Continued from page one. 

The W.M. gave me a bundle of ‘N.Z. Craftsman’ as he thought they 
would be of service to me, and I can assure you, they have, but on 
reading the one published July 1st 1926, I received a rude awakening 
when I read an account of a lecture, given under the heading, ’Truth and 
the Ritual’. Surely there must be some mistake—there in a few words. 
Smash went all the preconceived and other ideas of Masonic truth, which 
had been inculcated into my system. 

No, I don’t mean they went—but they got a severe shaking for a few 
moments, probably not so much from the words written, but the rank of 
the author, as no one had arrived at nearly the highest point of Masonic 
honours. But I am afraid the author’s position was somewhat reduced in 
my estimation, by the time I had collected my thoughts and done a little 
daily advancement in Masonic study. In the remarks he gave, there is this 
important statement: “As the Order is founded on Brotherly Love, Relief, 
and Truth, we would naturally expect to find the latter in our Ritual—but 
on the contrary, there is in it a large number of errors and 
misstatements”. But the particular case he referred to, was the working 
tools of the E.A. The explanation of these, he says, is so plainly untrue, 
as to be seen at once by the least intelligent; that it is incredible that they 
have been repeated thousands of times in lodges, without having been 
challenged or without any apparent doubt of its truth. Just here, might I 
ask the writer, what he has been doing all the years of his Masonic 
studies, not to have come to the conclusion earlier. He certainly admits 
writing to the B of G.P. on the matter, but they evidently were not far 
enough advanced to get his meaning, or perhaps they were just below 
the standard of the least intelligent. 

He the cites the W.T. 1st Degree down to: “and thus compute the time 
and labour it may cost” - and remarks, was there ever a more absurd 
statement. 

Now, being a young member, as time goes, I no doubt have much to 
learn, but candidly I have not yet come across anything like an absurd 
statement in the ritual, granted some of the meaning is obscure, but if 
one thinks the matter out carefully, and can get to the inner meaning, it 
becomes clear and logical. 

We now come to the author’s first error. He overlooks the fact, that 
although the E.A., may on joining a firm, be given tools similar to the 
master man, the use made of them is quite dissimilar—even today a boy 
going to learn the building trade is given a saw, plane, chisel, but the use 
he makes of them, is not the same as the tradesman, and although he 
has them, he is not expected to be able to give a price for building a 
house. 

The next error, is that the E.A. is not told, that he has to use the tools to 
ascertain the size and extent of the work he is about to engage in, and 
thus compute the time and labour it may cost. What he is given to 
understand, is that if he makes a right use of such tools, that later on he 
will become an operative mason, with knowledge gained which will 
enable him, then to compute the cost of work done. And after all, we 
must not forget, that the inner meaning has ng to do with the building of 
earthly houses, but must be applied to the building of character. 

Another error I think, is made by the fact, that in olden times, you had 
first to be a Master Worker, before you could be a F.C. That I believe is 
quite clear from the old charges and writings now available—there his 
remarks, that even a F.C. would not be allowed to compute the cost, is 
wrong. 

I think also, that although Sir C. Wren drew the plans of St Paul’s 
London, the building was carried out by four individual masons, who 
each built a quarter and placed their own price on the work, yet there is 
no certainty that they were all F.C.’s.      Continued on page 5. 

The District Lodges  



DISTRICT GRAND MASTERS REPORT 

 
 

Dear Brethren & Ladies: 
 

March was supposed to be a light month for work, but we all 

seemed to be very busy with Masonic business. 
 
Another sad farewell this month, with the passing of VW Bro 
David Merryweather, P. Dist. GM., to the Grand Lodge above. A 
member of The Mangere Lodge, No. 330 and The Coromandel 
Lodge, No 17. On a beautiful Monday afternoon, I sat with 100 
others on picnic chairs, listening to the funeral being conducted in 
a small village church in Bombay. I believe David would have 
enjoyed the “send off,” that his family, friends, colleagues and 
brethren attended. 
 
“W Bro Allan Bartlett come back,“ was the cry, as I fulfilled my 
obligation as DM, and took the Chair at Lodge Otahuhu No. 387. In 
refectory we were given an excellent lecture on Les Quesnoy by 
Mr Herb Farrant of the Military Historical Society. Allan will be 
back briefly to hand over the reins to W Bro Stu Britnell in April. 
 
Bro Peter Martin became Master of Lodge Papakura No.56. at a 
very well prepared and enjoyable Installation, attended by 
Brethren, Ladies and Family. What a great start to Peter’s and our 
Masonic year. 
 
Bro Josef Kelway shrugged off his fellowcraft status and became 
a Master Mason under the guidance of the Master, W Bro Grant 
Dowie and assistance of the brethren of the Franklin Lodge No. 
58, aided by his proud Father and Brother, W Bro Alan Kelway GS.  
 
Bro Bodie Johnson similarly progressed to the 3rd degree, under 
the capable gaze of the Master, W Bro Michael Paterson and 
members of Lodge Tironui, No.,400. And I was delighted by the 
efforts of the young Brethren of this Lodge, and the evergreen, W 
Bro Bruce Wiig. 
 
I was very honoured to have eight brethren and Ladies of the 
District, travel to Tauranga and witness Bro Steve Morrison 
installed as Master, of The Te Papa Lodge, No. 316, by the hand 
of the Installing Master, VW Bro Paul Hendricksen, Dist., GM, ably 
assisted by the Div. GM, RW Bro Gary Salmon, all Dist. GMs of the 
Northern Division, and other high profile personalities of high 
repute. Well worth the effort. Personal thanks to my travelling 
companions. 
 
Thank you to all Brethren and Ladies, that visited, or participated 
in our District events this month. 
 
Make use of W Bro Paul Larsen, GSD, our District Education 
Officer. 
 
Lodges please employ W Bro Jeff Mear to enhance your 
charitable projects. 
 
Remember to take Brethren visiting who are unable to drive. 
 
Look out for April, visits are detailed on the District programme 
from our District Secretary. 
 
Fraternally,  
 
VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. GM  

The young mason is early informed, that in every case, the 
degrees in Freemasonry are to be kept separate and 
distinct, and it is desirable, in the present condition of the 
Craft, that he should not forget that valuable lesson, as he 
grows in Masonic years and experience, and particularly 
when he enters upon, what are usually called the higher 
degrees. It is essential that the degrees in Freemasonry 
should be kept separate and distinct, for all purposes, and 
particularly in what may be regarded as their politics. We 
suggest in particular that the eligibility of a brother for 
office particularly for Grand office, in any branch of 
Freemasonry, should be considered solely on his standing 
achievements and merits in that branch alone and that it 
should not be influenced by his status in other aspects of 
Masonic work. 
The New Zealand Craftsman 1926 
 

In 1890, the contributions, from lodges, during the 
quarter ending, 30th of June, 1889, to the Fund of 
Benevolence, of the Grand Lodge of England, was £1961 
8s 7d, and to the General Purpose Fund, £1759 8s. 
 
These figures equate, to todays value, as $407,528.48c 
and $365,363.20c respectfully. 
 
This money was going off shore to the English Grand 
Lodge in London, and very little of it was being 
redistributed back to the brethren in New Zealand . This 
was one of the main reasons why, the formation of the 
Grand Lodge of New Zealand came about. 
 
It is also interesting to note, that during this period, the 
total population of Freemasons in all three constitutions 
numbered less than 8000.  
 
1890. In a Lodge in the Punjaub District, of India, some 
eccentric working was recently in. The ballot for a 
candidate was taken after he was initiated. On another 
occasion, it divided itself into two Lodges, each division 
giving a degree in separate rooms. 
 
1890. In New Zealand there are 148 lodges, and 7700 
members, and they propose to have a united Grand 
Lodge. (Today, 129 years later, according to the GL 
website, we have over 6050. This does not include those 
Freemasons in the other three constitutions.) 
 
The cost (or charge) for advertising Lodges, with names of 
officers, times and places of meeting, in the N.Z. 
Craftsman, was £1 per annum, ($196.51) payable yearly 
and in advance. This included a copy of the CRAFTSMAN.  
 

SEPARATE AND DISTINCT 

OUR EARLY HISTORY 1890 
Before the formation of the GLNZ 

SOMEONE must bestow time, someone must 
contribute of his wealth, and someone must 
give intelligence and energy to the Order to 
make it successful. A lodge cannot thrive on 

neglect, and it cannot relieve want, if it be 
poverty stricken, itself. 



Installation of Lodge Papakura No 56. 

The address to the Master, given by RW Bro Terry McConnell. 

ABOVE: Bro Bodie Johnson E.A., receives some kind advice from W Bro Paul Larsen, SGD, (left) Education Officer and 

the W.M., W Bro Michael Paterson, Master Lodge of Lodge Tironui No 400, on his initiation. Bro Bodie is now a M.M. 

W Bro Luke Boustridge receiving his Past Masters Jewel, 
which was his grandfathers,  from the Dist. G.M., V W 

Bro John Lukaszewicz 

The new Master, W Bro Peter Martin, flanked by MW Bro 
Cooper, VW Bro Robinson (who conducted the Board of 

Installed Masters) and VW Bro Lukaszwicz. 

RW Bro Terry  McConnell, P. Supt of the Freemasons 
Charity, delivering the address to the Master. 

Our Dist. GM, and W Bro Peter Martin, Master of Lodge 

Papakura No 58 



167 Heritage Society Inc and 

United Masters Lodge No 167 

 
The 167 Heritage Society Inc., is where our 
history and education can be discovered, Anyone 
can attend and become a member, proposed by 
a member. The Society is where you can present 
papers, ask questions and get answers on 
almost any subject or topic of Freemasonry, not 
just the Craft. The Society meets every month, 
March-November on the 4th Thursdays a 8pm, 
smart casual dress, no regalia.  
 
United Masters Lodge No 167, meets four times 
per year, on the 4th Thursday in April, June, 
August and October, at times earlier than the 
Society. Lounge suit worn, plain white regalia 
supplied by the Lodge. Normal Masonic open, 
Lodge conducts business, then closes.   
 
Correction: In last months newsletter, I 
mentioned the meeting, as being a combined 
meeting, by the United Masters Lodge and the 
167 Heritage Society. This was incorrect. It was 
not a combined meeting, between the two, but a 
Society meeting only, and the use of Masonic 
ranks should not have been used. 
 
 This month, (April) United Masters Lodge meets 
at 7.30pm, opens and conducts it’s business, 
closes, and the 167 Heritage Society will met at 
8.pm. The topic will be ANZAC Day, Le Quesnoy 
Memorial or NZEFMA WWI with Museum 
objects.   

 
 
When my wife had to rush to the hospital 
unexpectedly, she asked me to bring her a 
few items from home. One item on the list 
was "comfortable underwear." Worried I'd 
make the wrong choice, I asked, "How will I 
know which ones to pick?" 
"Hold them up and imagine them on me," she 

said. "If you smile, put them back." 

HUMOUR 

Continued from page 2 

The writer further say’s, if he were in charge of a lodge, working the 
1st degree, could not allow this explanation of the W.Ts to be given as 
he would be assisting to promulgate a falsehood. 

Now, what about the old landmarks, which we are supposed to keep 
intact? Surely this is one of them, as I have in front of me, an old 
English ritual, dated 1884, with exact same wording in the W.Ts, as in 
our own, and the same applies to the old English rituals, but how, when, 
or by whom the original ideas expressed in the words was composed is 
still a matter for debate. So how can the B of G.P. be blamed in New 
Zealand for having retained in correct form, one of the old landmarks? 

Mention is also made of the slavish adherence to the words of the 
ritual, no thought being given to the meaning. Personally I would rather 
have that “slavish adherence”. By what I have seen and heard, most 
alterations which are made, leave one mostly bewildered as to what is 
meant and is often the cause of misunderstanding owing to the various 
meanings that can be applied. 

   In conclusion, might I say, that had I been unfortunate enough to 
have read the author’s remarks when they were published, they may 
have influenced me to decide that the Order was more or less unreliable 
and condemned as containing many untruths vouched for by one of the 
highest members of the Craft. And so I would have left it alone, thereby 
missed all the enjoyment of companionship and the benefit of a 
standard of moral teachings, not to be found in any other source. 

I do not know if this matter was taken at the time, if it was, I would 
certainly like to read the replies.—I remain, etc.               GEO. JONES 

 
Lodge Te Marama, 186    

HAVE WE, OR HAVE WE NOT LOST OUR 
STANDRADS IN FREEMASONRY 

An opinion from the editor. 
 

During the Christmas break, and while traveling around in our motorhome, I met 
many masons who were of the same era as myself, and naturally the subject  we 
spoken on, was Freemasonry. The outcome of all these conversations was 
unanimous in the fact, that comparing the state of the Craft and lodges today, as 
opposed to what it was like prior to the 80s, the opinion was, that it was going 
backwards. Most of those brethren whom I'm spoke with, were very active 
masons, visiting regularly, attending their lodge monthly meetings regularly, and 
more importantly, attending weekly practices. Even those who held office in Grand 
Lodge, were regular attendees. In those conversations with these brethren, two 
items stood out more than any other, regarding the Craft today, and comparing it, 
to was it was like, prior to the 1980s, and, they were the standard of the ritual and 
our ceremonies. Both the ritual and ceremonies performed today, by the brethren, 
and more particularly the Grand Lodge Officers, was considered well short of the 
standard, when these brethren performed them in the early period up to the 
1980s . One particular RW Bro, was so disgusted with the standard of an 
Installation procedure, he stated that he would never attend another. Although he 
would still remain a member of his local lodge. The general consensus was, that 
both the standard of ritual and ceremonial work was far below the standard of 
what it was prior to 80s.       
If this trend keeps up, then we might just as well forget about practices, and 
learning the ritual, and stay at home and do something more constructive. We also 
once had a very high dress standard, but this has now almost gone from all 
lodges, and if we continue to relax our dress mode, we might just as well open the 
doors to anyone and become another local club.   



 
A great many members of the Craft, perhaps, do not mean 
to be selfish, but are inclined either to neglect the duty of 
every good mason, that is, of being brotherly, or else to go 
to the other extreme, and affect an intimacy which need 
not, and perhaps, should not exist. It is well to be friendly 
with brother masons, but this does not include or 
necessitate effusive intimacy, even though it is an 
advocacy of courteous contact. 
 
What the speaker is saying, in my interpretation, is that we do not 
mean to be selfish, yet on the other hand, one should not have a, too 
close an attachment, (intimacy) with another brother, which could 
become unreserved or extravagant, (effusive) even though it is a 
courteous contact. Ed. 

What was the meaning of the word “Lodge” in 
Mediaeval times? 
 
‘Our Mediaeval brethren used the Lodge purely as a 
work-room. The undressed stone was brought from 
the quarries and was squared, dressed, and shaped 
in the Lodge. The lodge was evidently placed close 
up alongside the large buildings, and would 
therefore have windows on only three sides. From 
this, we get the question found in our earliest 
Exposures of Speculative Freemasonry. “How many 
fixed lights are there in the lodge?” Answer, 
“Three”. What are their uses? To light men to, at 
and from their work. The Master and Wardens, 
doing the most skilled work, should be seated under 
the windows in the east, south and west. And the 
apprentices who did the unskilled work, and did not 
need the same amount of light, were placed in the 
north where there was no window”. 
From the paper; ‘Brethren in Mediaeval Times’ by M.W. Bro N.B. Spencer  

 

A master can tell you what he expects of you.  
A teacher  though, awakens your own 

expectations. 
As I am: An Autobiography 

 

A great teacher never strives to explain his 
vision, he simply invites you to stand beside him 

and see for yourself. 
Rev. R. Inman 

INTIMACY 

From the Questions and Answers second edition 

MASTER-TEACHER 

STEP OR DEGREE 
 
We often hear the term used by the Master, when addressing 
the candidate, after either his initiation or passing, about his 
taking, his next step in Freemasonry. The question is, should 
we use the word ’step’, or ’degree’.  I was always taught, that 
it is a degree that the candidate will advance to, and not a 
step.  
Having said this, the ‘Dictionary.com’ defines the word ‘step’, 
as; 1. A movement made by lifting the foot and setting it 
down again, in a new position. 2. A movement followed by a 
movement of equal distance of the foot. 3. To move, go, etc., 
by lifting the foot and setting it down again. And so it goes on. 
It does not mention anything about a ‘degree’. However, the 
Merriam-Webster dictionary says this. Definition of step 
(entry 1 of 3) 1. A rest for the foot in ascending or 
descending: such as, a: one of a series of structures 
consisting of a riser and a tread, b: a ladder rung. 2. a (1): an 
advancement or movement made by raising the foot and 
bringing it down elsewhere. (2) a combination of foot or foot 
and body movements constituting a unit or a repeated 
pattern. A dance step. (3) Manner of walking: Stride. 3. The 
space passed over in one step, a short distance and the 
height of one stair. There are another six examples for the 
definition of ‘step’ and we finally see it under 5. a. A  degree, 
grade, or rank in a scale, b. a stage in a process, e.g. was 
guided through every step of my career. 
But there can be no argument, that the original intent for the 
meaning of the word ‘step’, is what the ‘Old English 
Dictionary’ defines the words as, meaning an advancement or 
movement made from one foot to the other. A pace. A rest, or 
one of a  sets of rest for the foot in ascending or descending, 
as a stair, or a rung of a ladder.  
So, what should we be saying to the candidate. We should be 
saying, that he is going to take his next degree. Not his next 
step. After all, they are degrees that the candidate is passing 
through, are they not. The first, second and third degrees, not 
the first, second and third steps. 
Ed. 

PAST REFLECTIONS 
 

In 1956, the Auckland District consisted of all the current 
lodges in both Counties Hauraki and Auckland Districts. This 
was a total of 63 lodges. 
At an installation in Auckland, the Prov GM., gave a progress 
report on the construction of the Faber-Howie Hostel Scheme. 
He mentioned that donations for each lodge of £100 and other 
contributions had brought in £30,000 and work had already 
commenced. Bulldozers and other equipment were in 
operation putting in roads. The interest and generosity of 
brethren came in offers, from professional and technical 
assistance of all descriptions and a temporary building was 
required. Within only a few days it was there on site, erected 
and ready to use. It was estimated that this would have cost 
between £10-12,000 and it was done for £1000. 
The New Zealand Craftsman 1956 
 
£1000 in 1956, equates to $51,630 in today’s money. (2019) 



FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Brethren 

 

I read with great interest, the Northern Division Annual Report, which came via the Northern 

Division Website, and it was interesting to read, each District Grand Masters report, from each 
district. But what took my attention, more than anything, was the report by our own District Grand 
Master, V.W. Bro John Lukaszwicz, and the comments he made regarding our partners, and I 
quote,  “We cannot underestimate the contribution that our wives / partners / families have had on 
our District. In debriefing candidates for Freemasonry, they have all asked (young and old) can my 
partner be involved – and we have been able to discuss the provision for Ladies at Installations, 
Communications, trips and social events’. ‘Can my partner be involved?’ The answer to this is very 
simple, yes she can be involved, more so than you think, and also, so can anyone else for that 
matter. We now have a Society, which is NOT Masonic, and can incorporate anyone from the 
public arena, male or female, who may have an interest in Freemasonry, and other friendly 
societies. 
 
In this society, one can gain more knowledge about Freemasonry, than many of our own members. 
It is here one can ask questions, present papers and discuss topics relating to Freemasonry and get 
answers. Naturally, one cannot take part in our Masonic meetings and ceremonial degrees, unless 
he has been initiated, but here at the 167 Heritage Society meetings, one can gain a huge amount 
of knowledge, without being a lodge member. So if members have partners, wives, male friends, 
relatives or the likes, that have an interest in Freemasonry, then this is the place for them.  
  
If the Grand Installation at Wellington, can have the general public present at the installation of a 
new Grand Master, then why cannot the Lodge have partners, friends and relations present at 
Masters installation. All it needs is a little thought, and a change of attitude, and this can happen. 
I’m sure nothing could be more pleasing for the new incoming Master, to have his wife or partner 
present at his installation.  
 
V.W. Bro Lukaszwicz also reported on, some lack of Lodge officers at installations, and GL officers 
have had to be used. Again we need to look out of the square, and start to use outside resources. 
By this, I mean using Craft members from other lodges, to act in these circumstances. The common 
trend today at installations, is very evident, that we don’t get visitors and very few of our own 
members, attend, other than those who are doing work, and most of us know why this is. Poor 
attendances at installations, can also be attributed to the fact, that the image of the meeting is 
overly ceremonial with Grand Officers, like most installations in most districts.  
 
If the installation date falls on or near the foundation date, of a lodge, then the lodge should be 
celebrating it’s birthday or anniversary. The installation of a Master, can be held on any another 
day.  You can always change the date of installations, but you cannot change the date, the lodge 
was consecrated. If we want to increase visitations, then we need to seriously address this problem 
and deal with, and to do this, attitudes and procedures need to change. We need to get back to 
the basics and ask ourselves, what are we here for, and forget less about the FOUR R’s. 
Ritual, Rank, Regalia and Regulations. 
Ed.  

On Thursday the 28th of March, the 167 Heritage Society held it’s second regular 
meeting, and our Chairman, James Morton opened and welcomed those in attendance, 

and introduced our speaker for the night, Alan Bevins. 
Present were some 12 people, including one lady, and the presentation was on “King 

Solomon’s Temple”. A very interesting talk by Alan and most educational. 


