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The District Grand Master’s Column 

                FROM LIFE’S LITTLE INSTRUCTION BOOK 
 

Strive for excellence, not perfection.  
 

Take time to smell the roses. 
 

Have regular medical check ups. 

February 2018 

Dear Brethren & Ladies: 
 

The New year brings new opportunities to start new projects, complete old 

projects or better performances. The last year saw a brilliant response by the 
District to the Grand Masters “Speak Up” campaign with 15 new members 
initiated. This is fantastic when you consider that we have 11 Lodges and around 

470 members. This year should show an even greater improvement based 
upon the momentum already gained and the fact that our 15 new members 

came from only 5 Lodges.  “Speak up” is heading into phase 2 this year. 
The District team welcomes W Bro Paul Chappel as District Grand Director of Ceremonies. He will be 
invested by VW Bro Gary Salmon Divisional Grand Master on his official visit to our District (he only makes 
one official visit in 3 years to a District). This will happen at Bro Luke Boustridge’s Installation in March. Lets 
give Paul, Gary and Luke a huge welcome and show thanks and gratitude to W Bro Ian Ashley who has been 
a fantastic visitor.  
Our Grand Stewards will be swapping chairs at Installations this year and their telephone trees so be 
prepared. 
The District Grand Lodge AGM is on the 18th February be sure to quiz your Grand Lodge officers for 
information about what this meeting is all about. 
You should have already seen the circular for “round the bays” a masonic team will be assembled full of 
runners, walkers and supporters so ensure that you are in training for this event which will benefit your 
health and the community. 
Please ask your family, friends and co-workers to join in and wear a masonic tee shirt or Polo and heighten 
the profile of freemasonry in the Public’s consciousness. 
This will be a big year for Charitable projects – see W Bro Jeff Mear our District Charity Officer for help. Jeff 
will liaise with VW Bro Brian Crone Divisional Grand Almoner to see that your projects are correctly 
processed. 
Make use of W Bro Paul Larsen Grand Senior Deacon, and our District Education Officer. 
Remember to take Brethren who are unable to drive at night on your visits, they will make your journeys 
seems too short and become a cherished memory. 
If you have any Ideas, thoughts or concerns for the District please contact me or relay them through the 
District Team. 
      
Fraternally, 
VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. GM  

The ritual of Freemasonry, 
voices many singular 

requirements or 
compulsions. All peculiar 
to its own purpose and 

organisation. But is 
readily applicable, to 
those acts, that go to 

make up our daily life.  

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. G M 



SIGNING THE MINUTES 

 
Signing the minutes recorded by the Secretary, is one of 
the duties devolving upon the Master of a lodge. It 
should never be performed in a perfunctory manner, or 
without reading over that to which he is affixing his 
signature. This act, which may seem of no significance, in 
reality, is of considerable importance. Not only is it 
enjoined by the constitutions, but it emphasises the idea, 
that the Master is responsible for all official acts of the 
lodge. 
Many persons, even some of the brethren, hold the 
erroneous belief, that Masonry is democratic—that it is 
governed from the floor, that a lodge meeting is subject 
to the same rules of parliamentary practice, as any 
assembly of citizens of equal rights. Such a notion is far 
from the truth. Though modern usage has softened some 
of the exterior signs, the fact remains, that Masonry is an 
organisation of decidedly autocrat structure. It is built 
upon and about the idea of highly centralised authority, 
and the Master is the autocrat of the lodge. His lodge. He 
has the power to guide debate, terminate the talk when 
he will and close the meeting at his own pleasure. And 
there is no appeal from his decision, save to the Grand 
Master, or the Grand Lodge. 
He is thus, made the one man, who is to ’run’ the lodge, 
but the most absolute powers conferred upon him, carry 
with them an equal amount or responsibility. In case of 
trouble or question, he is the person who is accountable 
and called upon to answer to the Grand Master or Grand 
Lodge.  His position demands that he knows and 
sanctions every official act of the body, over which he 
rules.    
He is required to sign the Secretary’s minutes, in 
attestation of this fact. 
The Freemasons, - London 1941 

There are fifty seven rules for success. The first is to deliver the goods, the rest don’t count. 

COURAGE 
 

A great deal of talent is lost in the world, for want of a 

little courage. Every day men are sent to their graves, 
obscure in the fact that they prevented themselves from 
making that first effort. 
The fact is, that to do anything in the world, worth doing, 
we must not stand back, shivering and thinking of the 
cold danger, but jump in and scramble through as well as 
we can. It will not do to be perpetually calculating risks 
and adjusting nice chances, a man waits and doubts, and 
consults his brother and his friends, till one day he finds 
that he is sixty years old, and that he has lost so much 
time in consulting relatives, that he has had no time to 
follow their advice. 
Sidney Smith (abridged)   

It has been said, that many Masons, even those who hold 
office, confine their interest to the social features of the 
lodge, and work strenuously to promote their own  success. 
Others see nothing in Masonry beyond an opportunity for 
exploiting personal ambition in winning a Master’s jewel, or 
grand rank. All are not of this mental standard, if they 
were, Freemasonry would have perished generations ago. 
There are, fortunately, many Masons who believe in 
Freemasonry as a real force in the world’s progress. They 
believe in it, as a character builder, and take pleasure in 
contemplating its beneficent influence on mankind. They 
enjoy its history, and they accept its duties and are faithful 
to its demands.    
The New Zealand Craftsman 1922 

Since our last newsletter, the district has lost two more 

of our long standing members. 
 
In December of last year, W Bro Tom Whittle passed to 
the Grand Lodge above and on the 3rd of January this 
year, W Bro Jim Barry ROH, passed on to the Great 
Architect as well. 
 
W Bro Tom was initiated into The Coromandel Lodge on 
the 9/10/1965 and in his 50 years, as a member of that 
Lodge, his profile makes impressive reading.  By 1974 
he became Junior Warden, Senior Warden, and in the 
following year became Master (1976-77.) In 1989-91, 
he held the office of Senior Warden and in 1995 
became Master for a second time. During the period of 
1998-2004, he held the offices of Junior Warden once, 
and Senior Warden, for five consecutive years. In 2004-
2006 he held the Mastership again for two consecutive 
years, making a total of four times as Master of The 
Coromandel Lodge No17. His last office was in 2011-12 
where he was again Junior Warden.  
In 2008, he was promoted to Past Grand Standard 
Bearer and in 2015 received his 50 year service badge. 
Tom resigned from The Coromandel Lodge in 2014 and 
joined Lodge Whitianga No 443, where he remained 
until his sudden and unexpected death. 
Tom was very active outside of Freemasonry, being 
involved in the Order of St John and the Auckland Coast 
Guard, of which he was a life member.  

Five great enemies of peace inhabit with 
us—avarice, ambition, envy, anger and 
pride. If these were to be banished from 
Freemasonry, we should invariably enjoy 

perpetual peace 



 

W Bro Jim Barry was initiated into Lodge Harmony No 
2180 EC on April the 10th 1963, and in September 
1990  joined Lodge Pukekohe No 382. (Now closed) 
During those years, he held several office’s such as 
organist, Junior and Senior deacons, and the positions 
of Junior and Senior Warden. In 1998 he was installed 
as Master   and on the completion of his year as 
Immediate Past Master, held the office of the Lodge 
Almoner up until the time Lodge Pukekohe handed in 
its charter. Whilst in Lodge Pukekohe, Jim was very 
active. He organised morning tea’s for our widows, ran 
car boot sales for the local lodges in the district, was in 
evolved in the promotional stand at the A & P show 
grounds, promoting Freemasonry and spent many 
hours making fittings for the for the lodge rooms. 
During the period of the construction of the new 
Lodge Rooms in Pukekohe twenty years ago, Jim was a 
stanch worker, being on the job most days and doing 
all most every little menial task that came along and 
that was asked of him. For his efforts in this, Lodge 
Pukekohe put his name forward for the award of ‘Roll 
of Honour’, which he received in 2006. In 2013 he was 
awarded with his 50 year service badge from Grand 
Lodge, and in 2016, his 50 year service badge from the 
Royal Arch Chapter.     
Jim was one, that could be described as a true and 
honest gentleman, and an outstanding example of 
what a true Freemason should be.  He will be sorely 
missed and remembered by all. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
1922 

 
USE OF CIVIL TITLE IN LODGES 

Dear Sir and Bro., Allow me to raise my small voice to 

the utmost of its power to protest (with all respect to 
your correspondent) against Bro. J C Greer’s advocacy of 
civil titles and honours in our private assemblies. When I 
was made a Freemason, the fact was impressed upon 
me very strongly that in a Masonic Lodge, a man was not 
esteemed on account of his worldly possessions, but 
that therein, all were equal, meeting on the level and 
parting on the square. Now, titles and honours being 
“worldly possessions,” are we meeting on the “level,” 
when we address a brother as W. Bro. Sir A., K.C.M.G., 
thereby emphasising the fact that he is placed on a 
higher spoke of fortune’s wheel than some less 
fortunate, but no less esteemed brother, who follows 
some lesser calling in life? Far from me be there any 
intention of taking any honour from a brother, when 
within the privacy of the lodgeroom, I “forget” the fact 
that he is a K.G.M.G. or an O.B.E.  I am sure we are not 
ignoring any act of the King’s as your correspondent 
suggests. A short time ago, the highest personage in 
New Zealand was installed into the chair of K.S., in a new 
lodge in Wellington, and from the type of man our 
brother appears to be, I am sure he would feel just as 
highly honoured if he were addressed as W Bro John 
Rushworth Jellicoe, than if he were given his civilian 
titles. We are not ignoring any brothers civilian honours 
or titles. We are simply “meeting on the level.” My 
contention is, that a brother should gain the esteem and 
confidence of the brethren on his Masonic abilities and 
his conformity to the Masonic teachings, regardless of 
what civilian honours or title he may possess. I would 
very much like some of our brethren who possess titles, 
etc., to express their opinion on the subject.—Yours 
fraternally                                          “ON THE LEVEL”   

MORALITY OF MASONRY 

 
The morality of Masonry requires us to deal justly with 
others, not to defraud, cheat, or wrong them of their just 
dues or rights. But it goes further, regarding all as the 
children of one great Father. It considers them as bound 
by piety, Masonic morality, and fraternal bonds, to 
minister to the wants of the destitute and afflicted, and 
that we may be enabled to fulfil this high behest of 
humanity, it strictly enjoins industry and frugality, that so 
our hands may ever be filled with the means of exercising 
that charity to which our hearts should ever dispose us. 
Masonry is all in all, so far as the brotherhood of man is 
concerned, morally and intellectually. We do not mean 
that Masonry supplants the Church, but we do mean, so 
far as a real brotherhood is concerned, it stands without 
a parallel in all this wide world.  
‘The Keystone’. The New Zealand Craftsman 1922   

DARKNESS VISIBLE 

 
Those two words appear in the second line of the 
“Charge After Raising.’ What is the origin of this phrase? 
It appears in Milton’s Paradise Lost, Book 1. “A Dungeon 
horrible on all sides round. As one great Furnace flam’d 
yet from those flames. No light, but rather darkness 
visible.” 
This work was begun in 1658, when Milton was already 
blind, and the sombre gloom of these lines may well be 
contrasted with the many beautiful passages, in which 
the poet was able to conjure up his visions of light in 
words, which seem to acquire a greater strength and 
majesty, because of the perpetual darkness in which he 
lived.  
This phrase was also used by Alexander Pope in his book 
The Dunciad, Book 4.  Other uses of the phrase can be 
found in the book, Darkness Visible by William Styron. 
The Freemason at Work by Harry Carr 
Wikipedia 



I started out with nothing, and I still have most of it left. 

Masonic Advancement 
 

There are certain rights and privileges that belong to 

those who become Masons that are vouchsafed to 
them by the institution. The Symbolic Lodge, which is 
composed of the three degrees, is a chartered 
institution, under the laws of the jurisdiction in which it 
exists. To join other rites makes it possible for the 
member to become enlightened upon the institution as 
a whole, but the rights and privileges belong to the first 
three degrees. Both the York and Scottish Rites, taken 
as a whole, beautifully symbolise the human life, with 
its failures and successes, its sorrows and joys, its 
mountains of hope, and values of despair, but adds 
nothing to the ‘rights and privileges,’ found in the first 
three degrees. While these benefits are not 
enumerated in a code of laws, they are understood by 
all Masons. The high degrees, in a sense are a luxury, 
but to the student of Masonry, a necessity.—Exchange. 
The New  Zealand Craftsman 1922 
 
The editor would like to point out, that the so called 
‘Other Rites and Degrees,’ are NOT HIGHER degrees, 
but simply other ‘Orders’ of the Masonic Fraternity. 
There are no other higher degrees than those of the 
‘Frist’, Second’, ‘Third’ degrees, and the degree of 
‘Installed Master,’ in Freemasonry.  

Manward, Not Worldward 
 

In these days, when there is such a desire to make 
Masonry a popular institution with the outside world, 
it might be well to stop and remember, that the 
original founders of the fraternity, never intended, 
that its precepts and examples should turn 
worldward, but rather manward.  
To improve the individual and through him, the world 
at large was the plan of the fathers in Masonry. 
The New Zealand Craftsman 1940 

THE FIRST DEGREE TRACING BOARD 
Pythagoras 

 
Pythagoras was born in c. 570 BC., Samos. He appears to have 
been the son of a seal engraver on the island Samos. His life is 
largely clouded by legend and obfuscation. He settled in 
Crotona, a Greek colony in southern Italy, about 530 BC, and 
founded a philosophical and religious school where his many 
followers lived and worked. The Pythagoreans lived by rules of 
behaviour, including when they spoke, what they wore and 
what they ate. Modern scholars disagree regarding his 
education and influences, but the do agree, that he travelled to 
Croton and founded his school, in which initiates were sworn 
to secrecy and lived in a communal.  
 
In antiquity, Pythagoras was credited with many advances in 
mathematics, science, geometry, medicine and philosophy, 
including the famous Pythagorean theorem, that the square of 
the hypotenuse of a right-angled triangle equals the sum of the 
squares of the other two sides, which is named after him. It 
was said that he was the first man to call himself a philosopher 
(lover of wisdom) and that he was the first to divide the globe 
into five climatic zones. Pythagoras continued to be regarded 
as a great philosopher throughout the Middle Ages and had a 
major impact on scientist and others, such as Plato, Nicolaus 
Copernicus and Johannes Kepler. Other attributes to his credit, 
are the Five regular solids. Tetrahedron, (Four faces) Cube, (Six 
faces) Octahedron, (Eight faces) Dodecahedron, (Twelve faces) 
and Icosahedron. (Twenty faces) Proportions, Pythagorean 
tuning, Sphericity of the Earth and Vegetarianism. He died in c. 
495 at either Croton or Metapontum at the age of about 75.  

An ETHEREAL MANSION 
 

Regarded as being extremely delicate and light, in a 
way, that seems not to be of this world. Delicate, 
exquisite, elegant, graceful, beautiful, lovely and more. 
The word Ethereal comes from the  Greek word ether, 
which is a drug that makes you feel light headed, and 
in larger doses, causes you to lose consciousness.  

                                     KNEELING 
 

All obligations in Freemasonry, are taken 
on the Volume of the Sacred Law, in the 
kneeling position. The posture of 
genuflection or the bending of the knees, has been 
considered an act of reverence and humility in all 
ages. Solomon knelt when he prayed to the Almighty 
at the consecration of the temple, and speculative 
Masonry has adopted the same practice of 
genuflection at certain parts of the ceremonies, as a 
token of solemn reverence and submission to the will 
of the Great Architect of the Universe, in whose 
name, all Masonic oaths and obligations are sworn.  
Paslms xcv, 6, ‘O come let us worship and bow down: 
let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 


