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     FROM LIFE’S LITTLE INSTRUCTION BOOK 
 

Don’t buy cheap tools 
 
 

Respect your children’s privacy. Knock before you enter 
 
 

                     Remember peoples names 

July 2017 

Freemasonry leads to 
all that is good and 
ennobling, giving us 
strength to perform 

the tasks assigned us 
and beauties to adorn 

the world 

Dear Brethren & Ladies: 
 
Time to spread the mantle of Brotherly Love, - the winter months require some motivation 
to visit the Lodges in our District, especially if you are getting on in years. Make it your goal 
to take one Brother with you to a Meeting or have a party and fill your vehicle. 
 
Congratulations to W Bro Laurie Cobb Roll of Honour, who, at his well-attended 
Installation, told us in Refectory that the flowers decorating the table were made by his late 

wife for his previous Installation. The Sir Walter Scott Lodge No 15 were excellent hosts and ensured that it was great 
evening. 
 
W Bro Kevin Carroll was installed as Master of The Coromandel Lodge No 17. This Lodge has the largest Membership in 
the District and it was difficult for them to form up in processional order, because of the numbers attending – what an 
achievement. The work was of the highest order and the Refectory amazing.  
 
Lodge Tironui No 400, hosted a Grand Lodge Visit and worked a 2nd Degree with what must be the youngest set of 
Officers in the country. Their enthusiasm for the Ceremony of Passing for Bro Benjamin Gumbrell, was plain to see and 
Bro Benjamin looked comfortable in his advancement. A highlight of the evening was, W Bro Trevor Gilbert being 
presented with handmade keepsakes (made by Bro Penrose) See photos.  
 
Pam and I had a great day at Ardmore with The Mangere lodge No 330. Lunch in the café, viewing the exhibits in the 
Warbirds hangar and then getting the low down on the Lockheed Electra refurbishment from a very enthusiastic owner. 
Apart from the Mangere Brethren, Masters, friends and family from Otahuhu, Papakura and Tironui braved the wet 
weather. See photos. 
 
The training for Lodge Secretaries at Lodge Tuakau No 278, in the use of the Divisional website, by VW Bro Graeme 
Houston, PGDC, had all but four Secretaries attend. Please ring Graeme for some skills updates. 
 
A big thank you to W Bro Geoff Mear and VW Bro Brian Crone for their efficient handling of District Charity matters. 
Contact Geoff for assistance with your next Benevolent project. 
 
Keep your eyes peeled for initiations in the District, beginning with Mr Gary Fowler at Lodge Otahuhu No 387, on the 10th 
July. Lodge Tuakau No 278, have their Grand Lodge visit organised for 12th July. 
 
We, and over 200 others, are all looking forward to W Bro Bruce and VW Bro Brian Wiig’s presentation by the Grand 
Master of their 50 year Badges.  Wrap up and take care as the winter sets in. 
Fraternally, 
 
VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist GM 

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz  
Dist. G M 



We start the month of, by congratulating W Bro Jeff France, 
Master of Lodge Tuakau No 278, on scoping up such a large 
number of trophies. See articles and photos below. 
Courtesy of www.thepost.nz 

The Pukekohe Croquet Club summer season has come to 

an end, and the following are the recipients of trophies 

from throughout the season. It appears croquet is 

becoming more popular, as 12 new members joined over 

the summer months. Games are still being held on club 

days over the winter season. 

From left: Jeff France, Marilyn Turner, Bruce Smith, 

Brendon Neilson, Jenny Begg, Rick Turner, Janet Carey, 

and Don Jefferies all with their respected trophies that 

were earnt over the summer season. 

Awards were won by: Noeline Horne: GC Primary Singles. 

Gale Rubick: GC Women’s Handicap; AC 10-24 Handicap. 

Jeff France: GC Men’s Handicap; GC Premier Singles; AC 4

-9 Levels Singles; AC 0-9 Handicap. Janet Carey: AC 10-16 

Levels Singles. Jenny Begg: 0-3 Levels Singles. Though 

the season has ended, play continues on club days – as 

long as weather and lawn maintenance allow! Winter 

activities include a Quiz Evening, a Golf Croquet 

Tournament and a ’High Tea’ to which anyone is welcome. 

Veteran’s Tournament. They also 

held Golf Croquet Handicap Doubles; 

Golf Croquet Handicap Singles and 

Golf Croquet Championship Singles. 

Full results: GC Handicap Doubles: 1. 

Sally Cole & Bob Bawden (Carlton 

Club); 2. Paul Anderton & Bob Scott 

(Papakura Club) Handicap Singles: 1. 

Ronnie Richardson (Takapuka); 2. Pat 

Lester (Pukekohe). Championship 

Singles: 1. Jeff France (Pukekohe); 

2. Pam Fisher. 

Suzuki Jeff France of Pukekohe Croquet and Raymond 

Yin of Howick represented Counties Manukau Croquet 

in a recent Association Croquet tournament in New 

Plymouth. Croquet New Zealand hosted their annual 

invitation tournament, which included selected players 

from all New Zealand regions. Raymond Yin and Jeff 

France were invited to the 4-9 handicap level 

tournament, and did very well. Raymond won the 

competition, while Jeff came second. Jeff managed to 

play catch up, as he beat Raymond in the Counties 

Manukau Championship finals for the same level.  

 
Great thoughts are composed of little atoms of thought logically linked together. 



The Croquet New Zealand Singles Championship Tournament 

was held by the Pukekohe Croquet Club for players of 0-3 and 4-

9 handicap divisions. Entrants travelled as far from Whangarei 

and from the Counties Manukau, Auckland and Mount 

Maunganui area. The tournament was won by Don Jefferies and 

Jeff France (pictured) both from Pukekohe. Second placing went 

to John Broughton from Mt Maunganui and Raymond Yin from 

Howick. The weather was slightly chilly weather but this didn’t 

stop good play. The tournament was enjoyed by all and 

the Pukekohe Croquet Club enjoyed hosting the event over the 

weekend.  

MASONIC CHARITIES  
The New Zealand Craftsman 1943 

(abridged) 

 
On his initiation into the Craft, the candidate is informed in the 
Charge in the N.E. corner, that Charity is the distinguishing 
characteristic of a Freemason’s heart. The truth of this he 
discovers later on, exemplified in a small way by individual 
assistance, to distressed brethren, or to members of a deceased 
brother’s family, by grants for like purposes from the fund of his 
lodge, and in a large way, by grants from the funds of Grand 
Lodge. 
These larger benefactions by G.L., take the form of, annuities or 
grants to aged and indigent brethren, and by the provisions of 
Masonic hospitals and Masonic homes for the orphan children of 
deceased brethren. Such homes and hospitals exist in all parts of 
the world, where the light of Freemasonry has been kindled.  
In this respect, New Zealand Freemasonry has been fortunate, in 
both of these forms. We have as yet, no Masonic hospital, but 
thanks to the generosity of two worthy brethren, both long 
deceased, we have the Kirkpatrick Institute in Nelson, for girls and  
the Papakura Home for boys, at Papakura, and the Potter Homes 
at Panmure for aged Masons. The Kirkpatrick Home for girls, was 
established in 1926 by a bequest in the will of the late W Bro S. 
Kirkpatrick, for the training, boarding and education of orphan 
daughters of deceased Freemasons, or any of the four 
constitutions working in N.Z. It is controlled by a Board of 
Governors, consisting of three permanent members, selected 
from three named Nelson Masonic bodies, and four others, each 
a representative of one of the four constitutions and elected 
annually, by the members of those constitutions.     

The Potter Homes and the Papakura Boy’s 
Home, were given to the New Zealand Grand 
Lodge in 1928 and 1929 respectively, by Bro. F.S. 
Potter, of Auckland. The first was a gift of some 
six acres of land at Panmure, on which Bro Potter 
then erected two cottages, to be used each as a 
Masonic Home for a necessitous Freemason and 
his wife, where they could live rent free for the 
rest of their days. The value of the property to-
day (1943) is in the vicinity of £2500.  
The Papakura Boy’s Home, consist of a grant of 
land of some 9½ acres, with a house on it to 
house 10 boys, and the grant visualised further 
homes each one to accommodate not more than 
10 boys in one home. The idea was, that each 
was to run as nearly as possible, as an ordinary 
private family home. The boys were to be 
brought up with all care, and trained in house 
work, as well as ordinary education. Although 
these homes were for orphan boys primarily, 
sons of deceased Masons, they were to be made 
available for orphans of any parentage, if not 
enough boys were offering, who were sons of 
Masons, to fill the homes. These homes were 
not to be called “ Orphanages’, that designation 
apparently being distasteful to Bro. Potter. 
To maintain these homes, Bro Potter made over 
to Grand Lodge, securities amounting to 
something over £50,000. ($4,792,806.00 in 
todays terms) This has grown to over £73,000. 
($5,000,000) The remarkable thing, is that in 
both the girls home in Nelson and the boys 
home in Papakura, difficulty has been 
experienced in getting inmates. At the present 
time, Grand Lodge is sending out a circular to the 
effect that there are 12 vacancies in the girls 
home in Nelson and asking lodges to make it 
known to their members, the great advantage of 
that home to young girls. At Papakura, the 
position is rather worse. There seems to be the 
utmost difficulty in securing more than 5 or 6 
inmates at any one time, though earnest 
brethren go out into the highways and by-ways 
to almost compel them to come in. It seems a 
great pity that these two very large capital funds 
are not being made more effectively useful and 
it may be that the conditions of the Trusts, call 
for alterations or variations so that the objects 
the donors had in mind, may be more 
successfully achieved. 
Photos over page 

Memorising the Charges of our modern ritual 
teaches us the greatest purpose in life. The 

mastery and confidence in oneself. 
To read it, gives no purpose or meaning to the 

candidate or to the deliver.  
Masonry is here, to build confidence in the 
man, to became a pillar of society, and as a 
Mason, towards Charity and all good things  



THE ACACIA TREE 

The New Zealand Craftsman 1963 
By Fred Kleinknecth Jr. New Age 

 
Many symbols are used in Masonry, and among them, 
none is more sacredly regarded than the acacia tree. More 
than four hundred varieties are known to modern botany, 
but only two of these are of particular interest to Masonry.  
The Acacia vera is indigenous to Palestine. It is identified 
with the ‘shittah’ tree, and the shittim wood, mentioned in 
the Books of Exodus and Isaiah. It was used in the 
construction of the Altar, or Tabernacle and the Ark of the 
Covenant. Legend connects the Crown of Thorns, with 
spiked twigs of the acacia, as well as with the wood of 
which the cross was made. It may be because of the 
legend, that the acacia has been termed by Horace 
Walpole, as ’the genteelest tree of all.’ In the seventeenth 
century, it is recorded that Freemasons introduced the 
American Robinia pseudo-acacia which is now used 
instead of the Acacia vera, originally grown in Palestine. 
This is not the plant to which medieval Masonic tradition 
refers. 
Dr G Oliver, in his ’Discrepancies of Freemasonry,’ tell us: 
’The Acacia, which in Scriptures, is always called ’shittim,’ 
and was esteemed a scared wood among the Hebrews.  Of 
it Moses was ordered to maker the Tabernacle, the Ark of 
the Covenant, the Table of Shewbread, and the rest of the 
sacred furniture.’ In Mackey’s Encyclopaedia of 
Freemasonry, Dr Oliver also says: When a Master Mason 
exclaims, ‘my name is acacia,’ it is equivalent to saying ’I 
have been in the grave.’ ’I have triumphed over it by 
raising from the dead—and being regenerated in the 
process, I have claim to life everlasting.’   

In the language of the flowers it is interesting to note that 
the Acacia vera signifies “friendship,” while the Robinia 
signifies “Elegance.”   
In Freemasonry the acacia represents immortality, 
innocence and initiation. Thus  it is made to typity the 
birth, life and transition of the human soul. In our 
impressive funeral service, it is said that, “this evergreen 
is an emblem of our faith, in immortality of the soul.” This 
reminds us that there is an immortal part within us, which 
shall survive the grave and never die. Again in the lecture 
of the Master Mason Degree, we are told, that by “the 
evergreen and living sprig,” the Mason is strengthened 
“with confidence and composure to look forward to a 
blessed immortality.”  
Mackey’s Encyclopaedia tells us: “Initiation is by far the 
most interesting of its interpretations, and was, we have 
every reasons to believe, the primary and the original, the 
others being incidental. It leads us at once to the 
investigation of the significant fact that an all the ancient 
initiations and religious mysteries, there was some plant 
peculiar to each, which was consecrated by its own 
esoteric meaning, and which occupiers and important 
position in the celebration of the rites, so that the plant, 
whatever it might be, from its constant and prominent 
use in the ceremonies of initiation, came at length to be 
adopted as the symbol of that initiation.     
According to Dalcho, the Hebrews always planted a sprig 
of the acacia at the head of the grave of a departed 
friend. Ragon says, the ancients substituted the acacia for 
all other plants, because they believed it to be 
incorruptible.  
The lettuce was the scared plant in the mysteries of 
Adonis, as was the lotus, in the Brahmanical rites of India. 
The mistletoe was sacred to the Druids. It is noted that 
these plants were symbols of initiation in the ancient 
mysteries and that initiation was symbolic of the 
resurrection, the future life, and the immortality of the 
human soul. In this connection the acacia is as symbolic in 
Freemasonry as the lettuce is in the mysteries of Adonis, 
the Lotus in the Brahnanical rites, and the mistletoe in the 
rite of the Druids.   

Due Guard 
 

A mode of recognition which derives its name from its 
object, which is to duly guard the person using it in 
reference to his obligations, and the penalty for their 
violation. MacKay say’s, “The Due Guard is an Americanism 
and of comparatively recent origin”, but I doubt this very 
much, as it was used in some of the very old rituals, more 
especially the Scottish, and Irish, dating back to 1700s, and 
is still in use today. In the Scottish ritual, it is 
symbolical of the candidate placing his left 
hand under the VSL, while his right hand is 
placed on top.  



Some Recent District Events 

 

Above and Right 

Refectory proceedings. 

INSTALLTION of W Bro Kevin Carroll 

Master of 

THE COROMANDEL LODGE No 17 

 

Above and Left 

 

 W Bro Trevor Gilbert, PG Std. B, being 
presented with an appreciation gift, by 
the Master of Lodge Tironui No 400, W 

Bro Michael Harvey, on Trevor’s 
retirement to the Bay of Plenty. 



The Mangere Lodge visit to the Lockheed Electra Hanger, 

and Warbirds Hanger at Ardmore Airport on Saturday the 

24th of June. 

 

W Bro George Samson, rearing to go 

 

 

Above and Right 

No of course they can’t fly! 


