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                  FROM LIFE’S LITTLE INSTRUCTION BOOK 
 

                                 Learn how to read a financial report. 
 
          Always have something beautiful in sight, even if its just a daisy                                    
          A glass 
 
                Leave the toilet seat in the down position. 

June 2017 

Astounding figures 
 

According to the last census (1899) 
taken under the auspices of the 
Grand Lodge of Germany, there are 
now 462,242 regular Masons in that 
country. This does NOT include the 
Grand Lodges. 
 
The Masonic Institute for Girls, 
London, England (1899) is more than 
111 years old and over 260 
daughters of deceased Masons are 
educated and maintained there. 

Dear Brethren & Ladies 
 
We were again treated to some wonderful hospitality at the Lodges in our District. The fantastic 
comradery that pervades our meetings tells me we have the “right stuff”.  
 
The Newsletter which maintains a vital link with all Brethren is enhanced by photos of the 
events we are involved in. So remember to take some snaps at these events pass them on to the 

Editor or District team so that they can become part of the historical record and a fond 
memory for all those who attend.  

 
Our congratulations to W Bro Max Rendell who was successfully Installed as Master of Lodge Manurewa 222 ably assisted by 
the Brethren of his Lodge and especially his wife Rowena. The refectory was laid out beautifully and the floral display on the 
tables by 93 year old Becky Harding the wife of the late W Bro John Harding contributed to a very enjoyable evening. 
 
We have some great events coming up: 
W Bro Laurie Cobb roll of honour will attract many friends to his installation. The Sir Walter Scott Lodge No.15 will also have 
our three sister constitutions in attendance. VW Bro Kerry Doherty P Dist. GM will ensure we are entertained. 
 
W Bro Kevin Carroll lives in Rotorua and deserves your support. The Coromandel Lodge No.17 has the largest membership in 
the District and even though they are a travelling Lodge, they will hold their Installation in Papakura so we can get to know 
them better and maybe swell their ranks further. 
 
Look out for our newest Brethren in the calendar and encourage their progress in freemasonry. 
 
Mid winter Christmas dinners are on the radar, bring a friend - check your inbox for details. June 14th Lodge Tuakau No.278 – 
training for Lodge secretaries in the use of the Divisional website, by the effervescent VW Bro Graeme Houston PGDC – is a 
must!! Like the facebook comments by the Franklin RSA on the recent vacant chair ceremony by The Franklin Lodge No.58, a 
lead story on the Divisional website. 
 
Have you registered for Bruce and Bryan Wiig’s 50 year celebration in Whangarei? 
 
With a little room left on the page its an opportunity for some contemplative light reading: 
“If” a poem by Rudyard Kipling. Desiderata lovely prose by Max Ehrmann 
 
And if you need a reminder not to get ahead of yourself, Matthew 6:1  
We look forward to reporting on the positive work of the District soon, but until then take care. 
 
Fraternally 
VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. GM 

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. G M 



THE LAST DAYS OF SIR WALTER SCOTT 
By Bro. Dr. G.P. Brown (abridged) 

The New Zealand Craftsman 1943 
 

Sir Walter Scott was ushered into mortality on the 15th of 
August 1771 in Edinburgh Scotland. He was the son of 
Walter and Anne (nee Rutherford) Scott, of the best blood 
of the land of romance and song. Walter Scott senior, was 
initiated into the old Lodge of St David No 36, (which was 
constituted in 1739 as is still active today)  in Edinburgh on 
the 4th of January 1754, and there on the 2nd of March 
1801, the poet (Sir Walter) received the entire three 
degrees of Freemasonry. It was known as an ‘Emergency 
Meeting’ of this old and world-renowned Masonic Lodge, 
and the poet there learned the work on old dignified 
Scottish fashion.  
It was early in January 1831 that Sir Walter Scott wrote in 
his journal: “I cannot say that the world opens pleasantly 
for me this new year. I find myself weaker in point of 
health: I speak and read with embarrassment and even my 
handwriting stammers.’ On the 10th of the month, he made 
another entry: “Spent much time writing instructions for my 
will and testament. Could work none and was idle all 
evening.” These entries, constitute perhaps, the only 
confession  that Scott had made, that the heroic fight to pay 
off the debt, with which the failure of his publishers 
burdened him, was rapidly nearing an end. The five years he 
laboured incessantly to leave an ’unstained name.’ By the 
beginning of 1831, he had finished “Castle Dangerous” and 
“Count Robert of Paris,” but Ballantyne, his publisher, 
insisted that he recast the latter. Suffering from the effects 
of a mild stroke later, the demand of Ballantyne forced for 
the first time upon him, the thought that his “mind was 
decaying with his body.” Despite the fact that he suffered 
acute pain, he undertook the revision and with the two 
novels, issued as the fourth series of the “Tales of My 
Landlord,” he took a dignified farewell of the public which 
for so many years had waited almost breathlessly for the 
appearance of every production from his pen.  
The debt which Scott undertook to pay was about 160,000 
pounds, (that is roughly the equivalent to $18.4 million 
today) representing his “personal liabilities,” growing out of 
the failure of a London house, which published his works. 
Scorning to take advantage of the bankruptcy laws, a course 
which he considered dishonourable, refusing the proffered 
aid of his friends, and asking no consideration from his 
creditors, he set out determinedly to pay “every penny” of 
his indebtedness. This struggle is one of the most 
remarkable in the history of literature; it is also one of the 
most familiar, and as one biographer says, would have been 
“one of the saddest,” had it not been for Scott’s heroism. 
How a man endowed as he was, with Scotch thrift and 
canniness, who carefully scanned every detail of his 
household, and estate expenses, permitted the use of his 
name, to the fullest extent of his credit, to a firm which 
business men of the day, knew to be embarking upon 
desperately risky enterprise, will perhaps never be 
understood. At the same time, it is to be remembered that 
Scott was receiving heavy royalties from his books, that his 
popularity was increasing each day and that his recently 
purchased Abbotsford had become a literary shrine for 
visitors from all parts of the world.      

Although Scott asked no consideration from his creditors, 
his situation elicited their sympathy. The ‘Speculator” of the 
edition dated the 25th of December 1830, published this: 
“At the meeting of the creditors of Sir Walter Scott, which 
was held in Edinburgh on the 17th inst., the following  
resolution was unanimously passed: ‘That Sir Walter Scott 
be requested to accept of his furniture, plate, linen, 
paintings, library and curiosities of every description, as the 
best means the creditors have, of expressing their very high 
sense, of his most honourable conduct, and in grateful 
acknowledgment, for the unparalleled and most successful 
exertions, he has made, and continues to make for them.’  
This meeting was largely attended and another dividend of 
three shillings in the pound was declared, thus reducing the 
original amount of the debt to about £70,000. (about 8 
million dollars in todays money). Scott’s reply was: ‘The 
best of thanks which I can return, is by continuing me 
earnest attention to bring these affairs to a fortunate 
conclusion.’ Reluctantly he was persuaded, in 1831, to take 
a rest. The British Government put  a vessel at his disposal; 
he cruised about the Mediterranean, visiting many of the 
places in which his readings and studies had interested him. 
He had hoped to visit the tender poet, Goethe, at Weimar, 
on his way back to Scotland. When he received word of the 
death of Goethe, he said, “Alas for Goethe! But  at least he 
died at home. Let us to Abbotsford!’  
In his last few months he had the delusion that his debts, all 
had been discharged. He could not however, die as he had 
hoped he might, “a free man’. In addition to the £70,000 
still due on his original debt, he left also a commercial debt 
of £10,000. The library which his creditors had requested 
him to accept, he left to his son, and upon that, there was a 
mortgage. All of his indebtedness was covered by life 
insurance and an advance made by his publisher upon his 
copyrights. And his name was unstained.  
On the 4th of June 1816, Sir Walter Scott, then the Sheriff 
Deputy of Selkirkshire, laid the cornerstone of Freemason’s 
Hall at that place. The woman to win the heart of this 
splendid, dignified and unique poet, was Miss Margaret 
Carpenter, rich in personal charms and of the best blood of 
her day and generation. Sir Walter Scott died, loved and 
lamented on the 21st of September, 1882, with his four 
children around him and the murmur of the Tweed in his 
ears. On the 26th he was buried beside his wife in the old 
Abbey of Drydurgh. In esteem of this poet, a few words 
must suffice. He was in a class all by himself. Modesty, too 
become him well. His honesty is a fitting lesson to all 
writers of verse, in that he seldom borrowed ideas from 
other authors. Lady Scott was of French birth and 
parentage.  
Like Voltaire, he was a sickly man in his youth, but his mind  
grew stronger as he advanced in years. The last days of Sir 
Walter Scott furnish a lesson in ethics worthy of the best 
attention of all who wish the favour of Deity throughout 
life. “Masonic Record”     

The aggregate charities of the various Masonic 
Associations of the United States of America, amounted 
to nearly ten million (US) dollars last year. 
The New Zealand Craftsman 1899   
There were estimated to be, about 500,000 freemason’s in 
America in 1899. Ed 



THE AIMS OF FREEMASONRY 

(This article appeared in The New Zealand Craftsman 1936. No author, and abridged. Ed.) 
 

What is Freemasonry? To this question so frequently asked 

by the uninitiated world, and to which many a Mason 
hesitates to give an appropriate definition in reply, lest he 
should say too much, or for want of a comprehensive review 
of its aims, the following lucid survey, is one, that admirably 
provides the correct answer. 
Freemasonry consists of a body of men, banded together, to 
preserve the secrets, customs, and ceremonials handed down 
to them, from time immemorial and for the purpose of 
mutual, intellectual, social and moral improvement. They also 
endeavour to cultivate and exhibit brotherly love relief and 
truth, not only to one another, but to the world at large. 
Freemasonry offers no pecuniary advantages whatever, nor 
does there exist any obligation, nor implied understanding, 
binding one Mason to deal with another, nor to support him 
in any way, in the ordinary business relations of life. 
Freemasonry teaches, or is supposed to teach us, to 
remember our common origin. It also distinctly enjoins us to 
respect all social distinctions, so that while some must rule, 
others must obey, and cheerfully accept their inferior 
positions.  
Freemasonry has certain charities, its first and foremost, 
being our brethren and their families, but it is not in any sense 
a benefit society, nor is it based upon any calculations which 
would render this possible. The Charities are solely for those 
who have been in good circumstances, and have been 
overtaken by misfortune or adversity and are now unable to 
meet these demands made upon them. 
Freemasonry distinctly teaches that a mans first duty is to 
himself, his wife, his family and his connections, and no one 
should join the Order who cannot well afford to pay the 
initiation fees and subscriptions to his lodge, as well as to any 
Masonic Charities, he may wish to give, without detriment to 
himself or those who have any claim upon his support. 
Freemasonry recognises no distinction, or at least we claim it 
does not, of religion, but none should attempt to enter who 
has  no religious belief, as faith in God, a God, or some other 
supreme being, to which he can express his claim as required 
in our ritual. 
Freemasonry, therefore demands, that everyone, before 
offering himself as a candidate, should be well assure in his 
own mind:- that he is willing to enter into a solemn obligation 
in the sight of some supreme being. That he sincerely desires 
the intellectual and moral improvement of himself and his 
fellow creatures, and that he is willing to devote his time, his 
means, and his effort in the promotion of brotherly Love, 
Relief and Truth. That he seeks no commercial, social , nor 
pecuniary advantages, and that his is able to afford the 
necessary expenditure without injury to himself or his 
connections.      

ENTERED APPRENTICE 
The Rite of Induction 

 

We are convinced by long and extensive observation that 

Masons need a truer and deeper insight into the nature of 
our esoteric work. We do not think our beautiful and truth-
glowing ritual and our sublime symbolism are quite 
understood by the mass of the Brotherhood. It is true all are 
affected, in a certain degree, by them; it could not be 
otherwise: but many fail to discover the grand truths, which 
are inculcated therein. Symbols are of no practical 
importance, if we have lost the sense they were intended to 
convey, and rites are puerile, if they do not immediately 
lead the mind to the consideration of tangible ideas and 
immortal verities. Our ceremonies are moral and 
philosophical lessons; and earnestly studied and rightly 
understood, will be seen to be pregnant with mighty 
meanings. 
Thus, expressive and full of significance, is the RITE OF 
INDUCTION. The induction of the Neophyte into the Order 
of Freemasonry, his first entrance into the sanctuary of the 
illuminated, is for him, a step of momentous importance, 
and solemnity. There are few candidates, we believe, who 
can approach the portals of the mystery-shrouded lodge 
without much trepidation of heart, and a feeling of mingled 
awe and fear. Consequently, the induction is effected by the 
performance of certain appropriate symbolical ceremonies, 
all of which are remarkably and eloquently suggestive of the 
new life, duties, and obligations he is about to assume, and 
which he is on the point of binding himself voluntarily, 
absolutely, and without reservation, for ever. 
In ancient Egypt, the Neophyte was presented with a cup of 
water and addressed in these words:- “Aspirant to the 
honor od a divine companionship! Seeker after celestial 
truth! This is the water of forgetfulness. Drink! - drink to the 
oblivion of all your vices—the forgetfulness of all your 
imperfections; and thus be prepared for the reception of the 
new revelations of Truth, with which you are soon to be 
honoured.” Although modern Freemasonry dose not retain 
this particular ceremony, it preserves the spirit of it, by 
other forms, not less expressive and instructive. The 
candidate is directed to close his eyes on the past—to lay 
aside the trappings and vestures of the outward world—the 
symbols of traffic and war—all that reminds one of the 
selfishness and discord of life—and turn his face towards 
the dreaded unknown—the mysterious Future. 
The RITE OF INDUCTION, therefore, signifies the end of a 
profane and vicious life—the palingenesia (new birth) of 
corrupted human nature—the death of vice and all bad 
passions and the introduction to a new life of purity and 
virtue. It also prepares the candidate, by prayer and 
meditation, for that mystic pilgrimage, where he must 
wander through night and darkness, before he can behold 
the golden splendors of the ORIENT and stand in unfettered 
freedom among the Sons of Light. The Rite is intended, still 
further, to represent man in his primitive condition of 
helplessness, ignorance and moral blindness, seeking after 
that mental and moral enlightenment, which alone, can 
deliver his mind from the thralldoms, (slavery) and make 
him master of the material world. The Neophyte, in 
darkness and with tremblings, knocks at the portals of the 
lodge, and demands admission, instruction and light.  
Cont’d next page 

Freemasonry in fact, is no different than any other organisation, 

that has men only for its members.  Aims and opinions between 
men will always differ. Therefore we must be very mindful of the 
fact, that freemasonry is not, never has been and never will be 
the prefect society. Men have for the past 300 years, joined our 
society and many have had their own aims and views of what it is 
and what they want. So regardless of all our own good intentions, 
be it charity, good will towards all men, or other, we will always 
have, within our fold, the good, the bad, and the ugly.  



So man, born ignorant and helpless, and blind, yet feeling 
stirring within him, unappeasable longings for knowledge, 
knocks at the door of the temple of science. He interrogates 
Nature, demands her secrets and at length, becomes the 
proud possessor of her mysteries. 
Finally, the RITE OF INDUCTION refers to the supreme hour 
of man’s worldly life, when, laying aside all earthly wealth 
and pomp, and rank, and glory, and divested of his moral 
vesture, he passes alone through the grim darkness of the 
tomb, to stand before the GRAND ORIENT of the immortal 
Land. 
General Ahiman Rezon and Freemasons Guide 1783 

As we grow older, the thing that becomes more and 
more clear to us, is the importance of friendship. 
And one can conceive of no greater satisfaction, 
than that of conducting himself in such a fashion, 
that he may constantly add to his list of friends, 
and thereby obtain a fuller measure of life. 
The New Zealand Craftsman 1943 

THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS 
 

The Templars were soldier knights organised in the 12th 

Century, for the purpose of protecting pilgrims in their 
journeying's to and from Jerusalem. Baldwin III, the King of 
Jerusalem  (1143-1163 and a cousin of Godfrey de Bouillon, 
a Frankish Knight, one of the leaders of the First Crusades 
and defender of the Holy Sepulchre) handed over to them 
(the pilgrims) a part of his royal palace for their 
accommodation, next to a former mosque, so called 
“Temple of Solomon.” and it is presumed that this gave rise 
to the names by which they were distinguished from other 
Orders of Chivalry, ie., The KNIGHTS TEMPLARS or Poor 
Knights of Christ, and of the Temple of Solomon. 
The original order consisted of Hugues de Payens and eight 
knights, two of whom were brothers and all of whom were 
his relatives by either blood or marriage. At first they were 
non-military and wore neither crests nor helmets, but a long 
wide mantle and a red cross on the left shoulder. During the 
Crusades, they rendered valuable service, showing great 
bravery and devotion. Little was heard of the Order for the 
first nine years, but in 1129, after they were officially 
sanctioned by the church at the Council of Troyes, they 
became well known and very wealthy in Europe as donations 
to the Order were considerable and they were left large 
tracts of land by the King of Aragon. New members to the 
Order were required to swear religious vows of obedience, 
chastity, poverty, piety and to hand over all of their goods to 
the monastic brotherhood. They were an elite fighting force 
of their day, highly trained and well-equipped and 
motivated. One of their tenets, was, they were forbidden 
from retreating in battle. 
They were established in England about 1180, and in the 
12th Century, they founded numerous religious houses in 
various parts of Europe and become possessed of 
considerable wealth. As ‘Defenders of the Church’, they 
were exempt from payment of tithe. Their power and wealth 
were due to the fact, that the Templars became great 
international financiers and the bankers of their age, which 
was facilitated by the widespread nature of their 
organisation. 

It was this that caused their downfall, as Kings and Popes 
alike grew jealous of their influence and they were subjected 
to much persecution. In 1308, King Edward II seized all the 
property of the English Templars and it is on record, that it 
was in Dover Castle, that he signed the Royal Order, by 
which the Knights Templars were suppressed in England and 
their possessions in the country were handed over to the 
Knights Hospitallers. These were the Order of Knights of the 
Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem, later to become know as 
just the Order of St John. In its medieval life, it was a Catholic 
military order.  
Extracts taken from an article by Bro A Hill of the Black Prince 
Preceptory, Canterbury, England. The NZ Craftsman, 1949 and 
‘Wikipedia’ 

Laughter! The best medicine 

THE BADGE OF INNOCENCE 
 

A picture that depicted a young girl seated on the ground, 
dressed in the costume of that period of time, was called, ‘The 
Age of Innocence.”  It was considered proper at the time, for 
children to be shielded from evil, to have a sheltered 
upbringing.  
 
When a candidate enters the Masonic Craft, he is ignorant 
enough, in all conscience, but it is upon his harmless character 
that emphasis is laid. He is not expected to have more than a 
general impression of the mysteries, but it is expected of him, 
that he should be a well disposed individual, benevolent 
rather than malevolent. Thus, it is the badge, with which he is 
invested, the badge of innocence. Later in his career, other 
insignia will be added, emblematic of the lessons learnt and 
the active progress he has made. All that is expected of him, is 
that his mind should be a clean sheet, ready and willing to 
take impressions of such a character, and that he is reliably 
informed and believes that he need not be ashamed of them.    
We should all consider that peculiar moment, when we were 
first received into the Craft, poor and penniless, because it 
keeps it fresh in our minds, the ideals of charity and 
benevolence. In every sphere of life, ,man is ambitious, it is in 
his nature to be so, and much of his ambition is pure good an 
unselfish. None the less, ambition is one score on which we 
find that constant vigilance repays itself many time over.  
The New Zealand Craftsman 1949 Abridged 


