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The District Grand Master’s Column 

Dear Ladies and Brethren 
 
The Grand Master visited the District and specifically the Franklin Lodge No. 58 
to present 50 year badges to VW Bro Graeme Deed P Dist GM and W Bro Ron 
Fausett PGS and a 10 year bar to W Bro Linton Stuart’s 50 year badge. 
 

We had a tremendous turnout from the District plus Friends, Family and 
Brethren from outside of the District. Grand Lodge were there in force 
which numbered 37. Thanks to  The Master, W Bro Stuart Harrison, guest 

speakers RW Bro Derick Meredith PGW, W Bro Phillip Meyer PG Std B, W Bro Jack Hyland regaling us with 
stories of our long serving members, the Franklin Lodge No 58 members who worked so hard to ensure 
everything was perfect. VW Graeme Houston cameoed as GDC, and a special thanks to the editor for 
recording the event in pictures for posterity. A drop box link will be sent to the District. 
 
In welcoming the Grand Master we used the tag line “The Friendliest of Districts”. Later in refectory the 
Grand Master commented on how relaxed he felt in the Districts company. 
 
Our Draft District Plan has been presented to the Grand Master, Divisional Grand Master, District Grand 
Lodge at their AGM and to our Masters and Wardens. The District team would like to thank all concerned 
for their comments and input and we feel that the outcome will be positive and beneficial to our District. 
Based upon the feedback we will now flesh the Plan out with specific details and table it to all Lodges as a 
Guideline to “The Way Forward”. 
 
Brethren and Ladies please support those Brethren, their Ladies and widows who are unwell, by visiting or 
calling them with a friendly word – just do not leave it to others. 
 
Support the District Lodges by attending their meetings, GL visits and Installations and build upon the 
foundation of “The Friendliest of Districts” reputation. 
 
Remember to “Speak up for Freemasonry” 
 
Fraternally 
VW Bro John Lukaszewicz, District Grand Master, Counties-Hauraki District No.5  
 
Errata RW BRO Robin Meehan P Prov GM was the District GM of Counties Manukau 
 
 

FROM LIFE’S LITTLE INSTRUCTION BOOK 
 
Never use profanity 

 
Learn to listen. Opportunity sometimes knocks 

very softly 

 
Know how to change a tire 

MARCH 2017  

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist G M 

 

If a brother is unable to at-

tend a meeting of his lodge, to 

which he is summoned, cour-

tesy and tradition require that 

he should forward an apology 

for his absence. 



THE ADDRESS TO THE BRETHREN 
 

For many of us who have attended installations over the years, 
there has only ever been, until recently, one address given to 
the Master. This being the address which begins; “ Brethren, 
such is the nature of our institution, that while some must of 
necessity, rule and teach, so others must, of course learn, 
submit and obey, etc., etc.”. But recently, there has been, on 
the odd occasion, another address, which begins; ’Brethren, 
you are about to quit this sacred retreat of friendship and 
virtue, to mix again with the world, etc., etc.” Both these 
addresses in their entirety are to long to be reproduced in this 
newsletter, but it is interesting to look at where they came 
from.  
The address which begins with, “Brethren, such is the nature of 
our institution, etc., etc.,” comes in several  versions, some 
quite long, some very long and some quite short. But they all 
begin and end the same, with the amount of content in them,  
depending on the length of the address. In the book  ‘General 
Ahiman Rezon and Freemason’s Guide 1873, this address is  
referred to, as the “Charge to the Brethren of the Lodge” .’ The 
beginning of the address itself, is said to have come from 
Preston’s ’Illustration of Masonry’ 1775 and deals with the 
immediate problem facing the brethren about the lodge.  
Other parts of the address come from various different 
lectures and address by others Masons, which make it the 
address as to what we know it today.  
The address in ‘Ahiman Rezon’ is: “Such is the nature of our 
constitution, that as some must of necessity rule and teach, so 
others must of course learn to submit and obey. Humility in 
both is an essential duty. The officers who are appointed to 
govern your lodge are sufficiently conversant with the rules of 
propriety and the laws of the institution, to avoid exceeding 
the powers with which they are intrusted; and you are of too 
generous dispositions to envy their preferment. I therefore, 
trust that you will have but one aim, to please each other, and 
unite in the grand design of being happy and communicating 
happiness. 
Finally my brethren, as this association has been formed and 
perfected in so much unanimity and concord, in which we 
greatly rejoice, so may it long continue. May you long enjoy 
every satisfaction and delight, which disinterested friendship 
can afford. May kindness and brotherly affection distinguish 
your conduct as men and as Masons. Within your peaceful 
walls, may your children’s children celebrate with joy and 
gratitude the annual recurrence of this auspicious solemnity. 
And may the tenets of our profession be transmitted through 
your lodge, pure and unimpaired, from generation to 
generation.”    
   
The Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon version, of this 
address, is approximately 6 to 7 times, or more, longer than 
that above, with the first and last paragraph being identical in 
words, of the same. The full version of this address can be view 
at ; 
http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/texts/address_to_brethren.html  
 
The other address, which is reprinted below, proves much 
more difficult to find where it came from.  
 
“ Brethren, you are about to quit this scared retreat of 
friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world. Amidst its 
concerns and employments, forget not the duties you have 
heard so frequently inculcated and forcibly recommended in 

Be therefore diligent, prudent, temperate, discreet, 
and remember also that around this alter, you have 
solemnly and repeatedly promised to befriend and 
relieve with unhesitating cordiality, so far as shall be 
in your power, every brother who shall need your 
assistance. That you have promised to remind him in 
the most tender manner, of his failings, and aid his 
reformation. To vindicate his character when 
wrongfully traduced, and to suggest in his behalf the 
most candid, favourable and palliating circumstances, 
even when his conduct is justly reprehended. That the 
world may observe how Masons love one another. 
And these generous principles are to extend farther. 
Every human being has a claim upon your kind 
officers, so that when we enjoin it upon you to do 
good unto all, while we recommend it more especially 
to the household of the faithful. 
By diligence in the duties of your respective callings, 
by liberal benevolence and diffusive charity, by 
constancy and fidelity in your friendships, by 
uniformly just, amiable, and virtuous deportment, 
discover the beneficial and happy effects of this 
ancient and honourable institution. 
Let it not be supposed that you have ‘ laboured in vain 
and spent your strength for nought, for your work is 
with the Lord and your recompense with your God.  
Finally my brethren, be ye all of one mind, live in 
peace, and may God love and peace delight to dwell 
with and to bless you.  
 
So who wrote it, where did it come from and is it 
official. After a long search of the 18th and 19th 
century English texts, there is no evidence or trace of 
this address, but it did appear in several modern (20th 
century) workings and one example is in Taylors 
Universal Benefactum and New London rituals. It was 
also given at the close of the lodge by the I.P.M. Bro R 
H Brown, editor of the Transactions of American 
Lodge of Research gave us the answer. The earliest 
version of this charge dates 1792 and is found in the 
Thaddeus Mason Harris’s Constitution. It also appears 
in other versions but slightly amended, such as 
Frederick Dalcho’s Ahiman Rezon 1807, and in Cole’s 
Ahiman Rezon 1817 and Sickel’s Ahiman Rezon 1864. 
It is still included in some American Grand Lodge  
Monitors, such as Florida, Pennsylvania and the State 
of Washington.  
The English version of this charge is almost word for 
word of the original Massachusetts version with the 
exception of some passages which included the 
‘promises’. There is no such ‘promise’ in the English 
ritual. To the final question, ‘is it official’, the answer is 
NO! The most interesting of all, is that it is a very rare 
example of a USA ritual being used in the English 
workings as it is usually the other way around. 

Flash powder makes more brilliant light than the 
arc lamp, but you can’t use it to light your street 

corner, because it doesn’t last long enough. 
Stability is more essential to success than 

brilliancy.  
The New Zealand Craftsman. Richard Lloyd Jones  



The following photos were taken on the night of the 50 year badge and 60 year bar presentation to VW Bro Graeme 
Deed, P. Dist., G.M., W Bro Linton Stuart P.M., R.H.  and W Bro Ron Fausett P.G.S. at The Franklin Lodge No 58  

Top and right: 
 
Some of the ladies and visiting brethren in 
the refectory, prior to being received into 

the lodge.  
 
 

Top left: The Grand Master, MW Bro Mark 
Winger talking to a visiting Master. 
 
 Top Right: Some visiting brethren . 
 
 
 
Bottom Left: Left, RW Bro Ross Agnew 
PGW and RW Bro Robin Meehan P Prov 
Grand Master  

Kindness cannot be repaid in money. The only true payment is the gift of some part of yourself 



 
Right: 

 
Some of the 

visiting brethren 
who attended the 
presentation night 

at The Franklin 
Lodge No 58 

Left: 
 
The District Grand Master, VW 

Bro John Lukaszewicz, 
addressing the Grand Master 

 
Right: 

 
Some of the sitting 
Masters and Lodge 

representatives, 
lined up to be 

introduced to the 
Grand Master at 

The Franklin Lodge 
No 58 

Our Apron, pure and white, is a symbol of pure and white character 



Left: 

The Grand Master 
making a 

presentation to W 
Bro Linton Stuart 

R.H. 

Right: 

The Grand Master 
making a 

presentation to W 
Bro Ron Fausett 

PGS 

Left: 

The Grand Master 
making a 

presentation to VW 
Bro Graeme Deed 

Past Dist., G.M. 

Wise men learn more from fools, than fools do from wise men 


