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FROM WISE CRACKS. 

Everyday wit and wisdom 
 

A compromise is an agreement whereby both parties get 
what neither of them want. 

 
It doesn’t matter whether you win or lose…….what matters is whether I 

win or lose, 
 

March 2018 

We get out of life, 
just what we put 

into it. 
 

The greatest 
geniuses of the 

world, have been 
the greatest toilers 

Dear Brethren & Ladies: 
 
The District has started to get into its work, nice and gently through February 
starting with the District Grand Lodge AGM. To make things work seamlessly we 
commandeered our District Secretary W Bro John Oliver to take the minutes, W 
Bro Geoff Mear as District Charity officer to report, Bro Michael Paterson, Bro 

Tyrone Adams (soon to be a fc) and Joseph and Charles Kelway (sons of Alan) 
helping with the setup, overseen by W Bro Paul Chappel. 
 

The meeting went over time, (as they do) with key topics about the District being discussed. MW Bro 
Selwyn Cooper suggested that this should be a District AGM for the whole membership. Within a week we 
organised and convened a District meeting to review the District plan and discuss the hard issues that 
confront Freemasonry and our District in particular. It was well attended, and we gained valuable feedback 
from those present. Ask those who attended for more detail.  
 
We also had a presentation from MW Bro Ian Ross, on a Nationwide charitable initiative called “Donate a 
Boat, Donate a Car” which has the tag line “Freemasons Helping Hospice,” watch out for more news on this 
exciting project and how it will help Hospice Nationwide. Sunday the 25th saw the 50th anniversary of the 
Edgar Faber Memorial Chapel, celebrated with a mass. Freemasons and their wives made up the 
congregation and the Grand Master spoke on the History of the Chapel and the key characters associated 
with it over the years. (and this speech is on Facebook on the GM page) 
 
Remember to enrol for the Masonic team “Round the Bays” Run, Walk or as supporters. 
Our District Programme details the important events in the District, read it, attend and be contribute to the 
“Friendliest District” in New Zealand. 
 
Make use of W Bro Paul Larsen, GSD, our District Education Officer. Lodges use the help of W Bro Geoff 
Mear to enhance your charitable projects. 
 
Remember to take Brethren who are unable to drive at night, on your visits, they will make your journeys 
seems too short and become a cherished memory. 
 
If you have any Ideas, thoughts or concerns, for the District, please contact me, or relay them through the 
District Team. 
 
 Fraternally, 
VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. GM  

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. G M 



                    THE LEWIS 

 
As defined in the dictionary, the ‘Lewis’, 
sometimes called the ‘lewisson,’ is one of 
the category of lifting devices, used by 
stonemasons to lift large stones into 
place, by means of a crane, chain block, or 
winch. Being inserted into a specially 
prepared hole, or seating, it is designed to spread itself 
out and grip the cavity into which it is placed and it is near 
impossible to come out. Thereby being able to life great 
weights.  
The name Lewis, may have come from the Latin word 
levitate, or lift. The Oxford English Dictionary states that 
the formation and phonology are not easily explained on 
this hypothesis, preferring its “origin as obscure,” and 
may have derived from a personal name.  
So, could this be the reason, why we call our “Sons’” of 
Freemasons, a ‘Lewis’.  
Those familiar with the first degree tracing board will 
remember the section, ‘Lewis’, Lewis denotes strength, 
and is here depicted by certain pieces of metal, dovetailed 
into a stone, forming a cramp, which, when in 
combination with some of the mechanical powers, such 
as a system of pulleys, enables the operative masons to 
raise great weights and fix them on their proper bases.  
Lewis likewise denotes the son of a mason, whose duty is 
to bear the heat and burden of the day, etc., etc. 
So why do we call sons of mason, a Lewis? The oblivious 
reason why we call a son of a Mason, a Lewis, is that 
there is no other word in the English vocabulary to 
describe such a person. But of course, there are other 
reasons also. 
The word ‘Lewis’ and the French word ‘Louveteau,’ both 
having the same meaning and import, but are two very 
different things. Although both having the equivalent 
significance in Masonry. The word ’louveteau’ in French, 
signifies a young wolf. In the mysteries of Isis, which were 
practiced in Egypt, the candidate was made to wear the 
mask of a wolf’s head. Hence, a wolf and a candidate in 
these mysteries were often used as synonymous terms. 
So the candidate in a French lodge, is called a young wolf 
or a ‘louveteau.’  
The louveteau in France, like the Lewis in England, is 
invested with peculiar privileges. He is also permitted to 
unite himself with the Order at the early age of eighteen 
years. The baptism of a louveteau is sometimes 
performed by the lodge of which his father is a member, 
with impressive ceremonies. The infant, soon after birth, 
is taken to the lodge room, where he receives a Masonic 
name, differing from that which he bears in the world; he 
is formally adopted by the lodge as one of its children; 
and should he become an orphan, requiring assistance, he 
is supported and educated by the Fraternity, and finally 
established in life. 
In this country, and most others, these rights of a Lewis or 
a louveteau are not recognized, and the very names were, 
until lately, scarcely known, except to a few Masonic 
scholars. 
The Ritual Book 
Masonic Dictionary  

THE THREE KNOCKS 
 

It is general excepted, by learned masonic scholars, that 
the three knocks given by the Master and Warden have 
no symbolic significance, but are used to call attention to 
those present at a meeting. They are of Antient Usage 
and can be found in many early documents. The knocks 
were used by our antient brethren, to get the attention 
of the rowdy brethren, while at refreshment and 
socialising. The knocks were also used at the door of a 
lodge, to tell the brethren, there was someone awaiting 
outside for their attention. The Fabric Rolls of York 
Minister, 1335, record the details of the work, rest and 
so forth, of the Masons employed thereon, and 
mentions their being called from meals to resume work 
by a knock on the door of the lodge. 
There is no doubt, that this procedure of knocking to get 
attention, was copied from the Church custom when a 
new Bishop was enthroned. He would approach the 
Cathedral from the West door, and with his Pastoral 
Staff, give three blows on the floor to get the attention 
of the Dean and Chapter, from whom he is seeking 
permission to enter. Once he had entered, the ceremony 
of enthronement, would then commence.  
So today, the knocks of the Tyler are simply to tell the 
lodge, that there are either visitors or a candidate 
awaiting admission, and the knocks of the Master and 
Wardens, are simply to get the attention of the rowdy 
brethren within.  
Questions and Answers second edition 
Let there be light. A Masonic Lexicon     

Three Knocks on the Wardens Shoulders 
 

The knocks on the Wardens shoulders, are simply 
symbolic of the three knocks of entry. In the English 
rituals of Emulation, Stability and Oxford, the three 
knocks are repetitious of the knocks of the Tyler. In 
these rituals the Tyler’s knocks represent a ’report’. It is 
held by some leading English Masons, that the knocks 
are fundamental, but this view is not universally 
acknowledged.  
In our New Zealand ritual, it provides only one knock 
for an alarm and three for general admission. One 
reason of why there are three knocks on the Wardens 
shoulders, is that the state of alarm has ceased on the 
candidates entry into the lodge, and the three knocks 
represent the candidates general admission during the 
ceremony procedure. Apart from that, the three knocks 
have no special meaning, other than they are the 
regular knocks of the first degree.  
It is also considered that the knocks have been retained 
in this form from ancient times, when the brethren sat 
around a table, and the candidate was led round 
behind them.  
Another theory is, that it represents the application of  
text from scripture, which reads; ’Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you.’   
Questions and Answers second edition 
Let there be light. A Masonic Lexicon     



THE TABERNACLE 

 
The Tabernacle is mentioned in the explanation of the 
First Degree tracing board, and as the lecture say’s, 
’Freemasons Lodges, should follow the manner of King 
Solomon’s Temple, which in turn, was patterned after 
the ’Tabernacle,’ erected by Moses in the wilderness, 
and that by God’s command, was pitched due East and 
West’.    
The positioning of the Tabernacle, ‘due East and 
West,’ (and if one cares to take notice, while driving 
around the streets, you will notice, most Churches and 
other places of worship, of all denominations, are placed 
due East and West) was to take advantage of the rising 
sun and following it to its sunset. So all places of divine 
worship were placed in this position. But this was not the 
only reason. If one was to delve deeper into the 
antiquities of the ages and consider the Tabernacle of the 
Old Testament, one would find the story of the exodus of 
the Children of Israel under Moses, having a significant 
bearing on why the Tabernacle was place as such. 
After Moses had safely conducted the children through 
the Red Sea, he then, by Divine command, built the 
Tabernacle of the Old Testament. A great and important 
miracle had occurred. After the miraculous deliverance 
of the Children from Israel, a mighty east wind had 
served to divide the waters of the deep and enabled 
them to pass safely through, what had formerly been the 
Red Sea. The Tabernacle was then situated due east and 
west to perpetuate the remembrance of the miraculous 
east wind. From that event, Freemasonry and other 
places of prayer, have to this day, observed that respect 
and where possible, Lodges are situated due east and 
west. 
The construction of the Tabernacle, had to be such, that  
it was easily transportable. It had to be light and 
transient. This does not mean, that it lacked the 
elements of beauty. The Tabernacle proper, was a 
structure in form—oblong. Its floor was in an oblong-
square. Its length was thirty cubits long and its breadth, 
ten cubits. Roughly 13.71 meters x 4.57 meters x 2.29 
meters in height. Its length was, from east to west and its 
breadth, north to south. The entrance was facing 
towards the east. The external covering was of canvas or 
tent like material and the interior was covered with rare 
silks and exquisitely designed figures of pure silver.  
The entrance which occupied the entire front, exposed 
the rich and rare silk draperies and hangings, and 
separated the interior of the Tabernacle into several 
apartments. The rear and two sides of the Tabernacle 
were composed of boards, there being forty eight in 
number. Along the north and south side, were twenty, 
and eight along the west. All these boards were overlaid 
with pure gold, making it indeed, a gorgeous enclosure. 
The interior of the Tabernacle, consisted of two 
apartments, one of which was called the Holy Place and 
the other, the Holy of Holies, or the Most Holy Place. The 
apartment which was called the Holy of Holies, was 
sometimes called the Sanctum Sanctorum. This area was 
a perfect cube of 10 cubits (4.572m) and was the special 
abode of the Deity , which was entered only once a year, 
and only by the High Priest.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dividing the Sanctum Sanctorum and the Holy Place, was 
a great curtain, called, ‘The Veil,’ which hung from four 
pillars, overlaid with gold and resting in silver sockets. 
This Veil was of extraordinary thickness and weight, and 
was woven of blue, purple and scarlet, and embroidered 
with angelic figures, which were supposed to be 
perpetually worshipping the Deity within. Royal Arch 
Masons will be familiar with veil as they are used in the 
Royal Arch ceremonies.   
Within the Sanctum Santorum, stood the Altar, the Ark of 
the Covenant and a small table of acacia wood, called the 
Table of Shewbread, upon which rested the Holy Bread 
and the seven candlesticks of pure gold. In fact, all of the 
furniture inside the Sanctum Santorum was made of 
acacia wood and overlaid with gold. Thus it came to pass 
that the Altar within a lodge room, was a representation 
of that Altar found in the Sanctum Sanctorum. 
It is said, that the Table of Shewbread with its seven 
golden candlesticks, is represented to-day in every 
Masonic lodge room, by the Three Great and Three 
Lesser Lights of Freemasonry, but this only equates to six 
lights and not seven.    
The New Zealand Craftsman—The Indiana Freemason 
Google 
V.S.L. 

Altar of Incense 
Ark of the covenant 

Shewbread Table 

The Seven candles   



SOME MAJOR CHANGES 
 

For those of you who visit the 
Lodge rooms at Pukekohe,  will 
notice some major changes to 
the refectory area. On the right, 
is a photo showing the walls 
and door of the old library room 
and below, the new look, with 
the walls and door removed.  

 
ABOVE: The old look with the wall 
and door leading into the library, 
leading off the Ridgley Room 
 
LEFT: The new look, with the walls 
and door removed. 

RIGHT: The old look. You 
can clearly see the 
entrance to both the 
Ridgley Room and 
Library, in the back 
ground.  
BELOW: The NEW look. 
In this photo, you can 
see that there is no 
Library door, or walls, 
only that of the Ridgley 
Room.  

Two Irishmen are hammering 
floorboards down in a house. 
 
Paddy picks up a nail, seeing it 
is upside down, throws it away. 
 
He carries on doing this, until 
Murphy say’s. “Why are you 
throwing them nails away?’ 
 
Paddy replies, “Because they’re 
upside down.’ 
 
“You daft wit’ replied 
Murphy, “Save ’em 
for the ceiling.” 



The Sir Walter Scott Lodge number 15, was thrilled to be involved with 5 Thames primary schools, of 

whom the schools selected students, from each school, and they sat down and worked out what 
structures they felt, would work in the Thames Porritt Park playground.  
 

Once again, this is where the POTTER MASONIC TRUST'S, generosity came in.  
Photos and text, courtesy of V. W. Bro. Kerry Doherty. P. Dist. G.M. 

Its easy to walk 
to lodge, but it’s 
harder to crawl 

home 

LODGE MEETINGS 

Did you know, that all lodges are unincorporated groups, and are affiliated, voluntarily, to form an 
association, which we call a Grand Lodge. An unincorporated group, is legally independent, but every 
member is equally liable for all legal matters. Officers, and the Master, have no authority, other than what 
the members give them, and what is written and agreed in the Constitution and bylaws.  
 

Meetings conducted outside of the lodge bylaws, and any decisions made, have no standing, and if anything 
goes wrong, ALL the members are liable for the consequences. The ONLY decision-makers are, the Members 
collectively, and by majority, and ONLY in a meeting, conducted within the bylaws a the lodge.   
References: Acts of Parliament. & Companies Office Legal rules. 

Your lodge to 
you, should be a 
place of Masonic 

labour. 
A place where 
you can be of 

some use in the 
world, without 

thought or 
reward, or hope, 
of any material 

pay. 


