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The District Grand Master’s Column 

FROM LIFE’S LITTLE INSTRUCTION BOOK 
 

Use you wit to amuse, not abuse. 
 

Save ten percent of what you earn. 
 

Live so that when your children think of fairness, caring and integrity, 
they think of you. 

May 2017 

 
We get pretty much 

what we go after—if we 
go after it hard enough 
and persistently enough 

Enthusiasm is like dynamite, it 
can remove obstacles, but it can 

also make a road impassable. 
Cecily Hallack 

It’s time to recap on our previous Month’s work and schedule what’s coming up on the 
calendar. The “Ceremony of the Vacant Chair,” held by The Franklin Lodge No. 58, was 
performed after the Lodge was closed with Brethren, Ladies and Guests, including the 
President of the Franklin RSA Shelley Boyes, Waikato District Councillor Jacqui Church and 
the Deputy Chair Franklin Local Board Bro Andy Baker. If you navigate to the Franklin RSA 

Facebook page around the 21st April, you will find an appreciative write up by 
Shelley of the night’s events. 

Needless to say, this did not happen by itself and special thanks to the Master of The Franklin Lodge, W Bro Stuart 
Harrison, VW Bro Ron Lane PG Lec and the Lodge’s Membership, who pulled off this remarkable evening 
commemorating this occasion in such a dignified manner. 
We then had a Grand Lodge Visit to Lodge Whitianga No. 443, witnessing the second half of a Third Degree worked with 
some decorum by the Master, W Bro Norm Adams and Brethren. Then I had the privilege of presenting 50 year Badges 
to W Bro John Stephenson and W Bro Gary Kilmister. We learned many things from these very active Brethren, who 
have served Freemasonry and their communities so well over many years. The night was capped off with a very 
convivial Refectory. 
These were again examples of the high standards of organisation and detail our District can add to an event, and it is 
very much appreciated by all those who attended these occasions. 
VW Bro Mark Hall, G Lec for the Division, introduced himself to me at the Divisional Conference and told me he had just 
given a lecture at Lodge Whitianga No. 443. He was very impressed with the Membership and the friendliness of that 
Lodge. When he was appraised of the fact that we had Ten more Lodges of the same ilk, he just couldn’t wait to be 
invited to them. So please, consider Mark for your Lecture evenings. 
May has: 
Lodge Manurewa No. 222 - installation of W Bro Max Rendell 15th May - Ladies invited 
Lodge Papatotoe No. 227 - has its Grand Lodge Visit 24th May. 
The Sir Walter Scott Lodge No. 15 - Installation of W Bro Laurie Cobb 1st June  - Ladies Invited 
June is populated with 2 Grand Lodge visits and 2 Installations. 
If you have a job at an Installation, please attend Rehearsals, no matter how experienced you are. 
Please support these events, your attendance and support is necessary. Your absence regretted. 
Car-pooling is an enjoyable method of travelling to a venue, particularly if it is a fair distance away. Please contact your 
WM to see if he has anything organised and if that fails, please ask our Grand Stewards W Bro John Bennett and W Bro 
Allan Kelway for help – from EA to a PGM. 
 
Fraternally, VW Bro John Lukaszewicz - Dist GM - 021 772 800  

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz D G M 



MASONIC REFROM 
An extract from the December issue  1899 of  

The New Zealand Craftsman 
 

It is not often that a member of our Craft is found to be 
enthusiastic enough and at the same time, sufficiently 
bold to publicly express his views on any question of 
Masonic reform, and it is almost equally rare to find any 
important assemblage of the Craft ready and willing to 
give a reformer the opportunity of expressing himself in 
regard to what he may consider of really general interest. 
We in Freemasonry are too old-fashioned, in the majority 
of cases, to even think of alteration or progress, and as a 
consequence any member who dares to hint at anything 
of the sort, is usually silenced by the loud cries of “order” 
or “chair” of the Past Masters, and others high in the 
Order, who view with holy horror any proposal to depart 
from the established usages and customs of the 
institution, and who are too bigoted in their views of 
what constitutes a “departure” to allow a would-be 
reformer to make himself heard in their midst. 
Time after time we have referred to this subject, and the 
difficulty there exists for giving utterance to any 
proposals of even a progressive character, or of their 
being calmly considered. It almost seems the only chance 
of expressing one’s view in this direction, is through the 
medium of the Masonic press, and even then a writer 
must hide his identity under some nom de plume, or 
there is no knowing what great and awful Masonic 
punishment might be meted out to him. Probably the 
penalties he bound himself to, in the different degrees 
would not be considered any too harsh punishment by 
some, for the brother who dared to speak of change, no 
matter how necessary or beneficial the alteration might 
he shown to be. Even the Masonic newspaper that 
ventures to publish such propositions is liable to be 
boycotted by those whose high positions should raise 
them above such narrow-mindedness, but who, in 
behaving as they do, really believe they are doing a 
service to Freemasonry, and are best advancing its 
interests by keeping back any attempt at reform or 
alteration intended to allow the Order to keep pace with 
the spirit of the times. 
But happily we think there are unmistakeable signs that 
the younger generation of Freemasonry will not prove so 
amenable to the doctrines of the high priests of the Craft 
in this direction as their predecessors have been. There 
seems to be a growing tendency for Freemasons to think 
for themselves, and occasionally to desire to act in 
accordance with the dictates of the common sense of the 
age, and we can hardly believe the tide of progress will 
always be so easily stemmed as it had been in the past 
history of the Craft. Freemasonry is the same today as it 
was ages back and we hope it will long continue to be the 
same in its aims and objects, but surely there is non 
reason why all its surroundings should be expected to 
remain the same and show no sign of advancing as 
almost everything else has done in leaps and bounds 
during the present century. Yet how are we to set about 
progressive reformation when even its discussion is so 
generally tabooed as to be virtually prohibited? 
 Freemason’s Chronicle, England   

AN UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT 
 

In 1899, W Bro Hobden, President of the Board of 
Benevolence, while on his way home from a lodge 
meeting , riding his bike at night, meet with an accident. 
Having been knocked down and run over by a horse and 
trap,  he suffered no broken bones, but was severely 
bruised and it was some time before he fully recovered 
from his shock. 
News and Notes. The New Zealand Craftsman 1899   
 
He would have had no helmet, no lights, and he was no 
doubt under the influence of alcohol. Those were the days. 
Ed. 

By the time you receive this months newsletter, you will all 
have had time to peruse the new Northern Division Web-
site. Congratulations to all those in putting this together and 
I am looking forward to reading some more of the articles 
and opinions submitted. The opinion piece submitted by Bro 
Russell Pratt, I must say is well worth reading and runs par-
allel to what I have been advocating for a number of years. . 
Although it is five pages long, in short, what he is saying, 
and I support his idea, is that we should be catering for the 
“old” and “new” Mason, by having a Ritual Lodge, or what 
he refers to as a “Lodge of Working” (LOW) and a “social 
lodge”. Diversification is the key to survival and unfortu-
nately many Masters, Past Masters, and District Grand Mas-
ters have ignored this fact, the result, closure of lodges. 
There have been several attempts, over the years, at trying 
to stem the decline of membership, but all to no avail. This 
was mainly due to the lack of diversification. No body want-
ed change, and this is still relevant today in some lodges. 
The short answer is, those lodges that don’t diversify, will 
not survive, and those that do, will.   
Lodge’s need to take control of there own destiny, without 
the interference of District or Grand Lodge. And by that, I 
don’t mean we should not have a District Grand Lodge or a 
Grand Lodge, but the lodges need to start making their 
OWN decisions and cater for their members, not for Grand 
Lodge. This is what Bro Pratt is saying in his opinion piece, 
and if this dose not happen, then yes, we will continue to 
see a decline in members. The membership in the New Zea-
land constitution is declining , yet the membership in the 
English, Irish, and Scottish constitutions is on the rise. Why? 
Because of its diversification and its system of promotion.  
Ed     



Have we gone backwards in some ways 
Comparing our  current New Zealand Freemason magazine with past magazines of the 50s-80s era, have 
we gone backwards? One of the most popular and widely used section of the OLD Freemason 
magazines, was the list of craft lodges, Chapters and other orders listed in the back of the magazine. A 
very useful piece of information which no doubt some brethren referred to, more so, than the articles 
written in the magazine. Below is a copy of some of those lodges, chapters and orders listed in these old 
magazines. Note the other constitutions. What a great source of information. 

The year is 1963 and the Craft had 418 lodges, with and aggregate membership of 46,965 as of the 30/6/62. 
The Grand Master was MW Bro Francis Prideaux who resided at Whakatane. The Deputy Grand Master was RW Bro 
James S Martin of Wellington. The Provincial Grand Master for the South Auckland District, was RW Bro Reginald L 
Ramsey of Tuakau. His assistant was VW Bro Charles C Munro from Waiuku, and the Grand Director of Ceremonies 
was VW Bro George L.G. Sharp of Pukekohe. The Grand Steward for the District was W Bro Leonard J P Meiklejohn 
from Otahuhu. W Bro William C Watt from Papakura was an elected member of the Board of General Purposes.    



 
Masonry as an institution cannot take part in affairs political or sectarian, these being entirely outside its 
scope.  
Its purpose is essentially to carry humanity onward and upward. It is the responsibility of the institution 
to guide the individual  into good, clean and sound thinking, according to knowledge and Masonic 
fundamentals  



The following Photos are of the Ceremony of the ‘Vacant Chair’ held at The Franklin Lodge No 58 on Thursday the 
20th of April. Courtesy of VW Bro Kerry Doughty. P Dist G.M. 

Left: Visitors in the refectory prior to opening the 
ceremony. 
 
Below: Visiting brethren in the refectory and Lodge 
room 

Entry of the District Grand Master 

THE VACANT CHAIR 
 
We shall meet, but we 
shall miss him. There will 
be one vacant chair, we 
shall linger to caress him, 
while we breath our 
evening prayer. 



 
 Top Left: The Dist. G.M., Master of The Franklin Lodge 
and the President of the Pukekohe R.S.A. in the East 
 
 
Middle Left: The presentations of the wreaths. 
 
 
Below right: The laying of the wreaths. 

Left:  The 
vacant chair. 
 
 

Right: Our 
Dist. Grand 
Master on 

the left, the 
Master of 

The Franklin 
Lodge in the 
middle and 

the 
President of 

the 
Pukekohe 
R.S.A . On 
the right 

 

 

Right:  

VW Bro Ron 

Lane, P.G. Lec. 

addressing the 

brethren and 

visitors  



Grand Lodge visit to Lodge Whitianga No 447  

 

The brethren in the following photos, need no introduction, as they are all very known throughout the District.  
 

The presentation of 50yr badges to W Bro John Stephenson and W Bro Gary Kilmister 


