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Humorous Quotations 

 
MENDOZA: I am a brigand; I live by robbing the rich. 
TANNER: I am a gentleman; I live by robbing the poor. 
George Bernard Shaw 

 
 

The best help, is not to bear the 
trouble of others for them, but 
to inspire them with courage 

and energy, to bear their 
burdens for themselves, and to 

meet the difficulties of life, 
bravely. 

Lord Avebury 

Dear Brethren & Ladies: 
 

My apologies for the late November newsletter. It is the hardest I have had to pen 

because of the death of our District Grand Director of Ceremonies, W Bro Geoffrey 
Ronald Evans. He was loved by all who knew him because of his helpful and giving nature 
and respected as a freemason for the quality and diligent way he carried out his work.  

His funeral was well attended, and it would be easier to count who had not 
attended. He received fitting and beautiful tributes from his family, friends, and the 

masonic fraternity. Our hearts go out to his wife Jill and their family. 

The Divisional and District statistics reveal the Divisional membership at the end of September numbers 2704 with 
Counties Hauraki contributing 1 initiate and 2 joining members and we all know there are many more to come.  

The month of October started with a Grand Lodge visit to Lodge Otahuhu 387 and a very fine performance by the 
brethren who passed Bro Jaydeep Chahal to the 2nd degree, who was a very fine candidate that evening. I can only 
stress again the importance of attendance at these visits by GL Officers and current masters and Brethren. 

On the same night as Otahuhu, a triple initiation was performed by The Mangere Lodge No. 330. Please support 
Mangere’s Master W Bro Alex Bagley, as he makes way for W Bro Jeff Mear at Papakura on Saturday the 11th 
November. 

W Bro Chris Leigh was installed with all due ceremony by a very capable group of Grand Lodge officers, Masters and 
Past Masters with a strong showing of current and ex Railway men from as far afield as Palmerston North. And the 
refectory was filled by a bunker full of railway puns, from the IPM, W Bro Stuart Harrison and VW Bro Ron Lane, PG 
Lec, who derailed the Brethren and Ladies with Laughter. 

A reminder to all Brethren, Especially Property Directors and Trustees – if Alcohol is consumed by brethren to excess 
and they have an accident on the way home – then you may have liability heaped upon you. To avoid future 
unpleasantness, ensure that moderation in all things is practiced within the confines of the Lodge rooms. 

Remember remits for the Divisional conference must be submitted by the 11th of December. 

Remember to take Brethren, who are unable to drive at night, on your visits, they will make your journeys seem short 
and become a cherished memory. 

If you have any Ideas, thoughts or concerns for the District, please contact me, or relay them through the District 
Team. 

Fraternally, 

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist GM  

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. G M 



THE WORK OF OPERATIVE MASONS IN ENGLAND 
 
Bro Samuel Henry Longley, once wrote in the “Masonic 
Craftsman,” “we look at the magnificent cathedrals of 
England and wonder at their perfect finish, in every detail 
and often forget the story of the Masonic craftsmanship 
hidden in all their work.” 
The skill of those men have been told in almost every  
detail, which is carved into the stones of those buildings. 
We may not know their names, but the workmanship and 
craftsmanship is worthy of acknowledgement. These 
cathedrals and temples, were built up slowly over the 
ages and it is the history of their early stages of life, which 
is a fascinating study for Freemasons. This leads us to ask, 
when did the brothers of that day, first gather into lodges 
and where? In the Halliwell or Regius manuscripts of the 
Old Charges, there is found the account of a general  
assembly of Masons at York in the year 926. This 
manuscript dates from about 1390, and it should be 
noted, that the other copies of the Old Charges adopt this 
story. It is said that our constitution is taken from these 
Old Charges, and whether this is legend or not, cannot be 
proven, but a list of Master Masons who were at that 
assembly in York, remain preserved in the archives today.  
In the Fabric Rolls of the Minster of York, are given the 
rules to govern Masons and Workmen at that time. In 
1352 the rule provides, that work is to begin at sunrise 
and continue until the ringing of the bell of St. Mary’s, 
when they rest until the Master raps at the door. Then all 
work until noon and eat a midday meal in the Lodge. They 
may then sleep until called to work that lasts till the first 
Vesper bell. All work, from the third vesper bell, until 
sundown. In 1370, there is a provision that they shall be 
examined and sworn on the Book (the Old Charges) to 
observe and keep scared all this ordinance. In 1409 there 
is a provision, that none shall be admitted to the Lodge, 
except by permission of the Canons and the Master of the 
Work. The Master and Wardens, must swear to be 
industrious and honest. 
The rules above, were made by the employers, so let us 
now look at those made by the Masons themselves, for 
their own conduct. In the Regius manuscript these are 
given at length, in verse, but a short summary will suffice.  
A Master shall be steadfast, true and upright, that he 
must attend the general convention, shall take no 
apprentice to serve less than seven years, no bondsman 
shall be accepted, they must be of lawful blood and 
sound of limb. Their pay shall be less than that of 
journeyman. No thieves or murderers shall be harboured. 
Careless workman may be charged. A Master shall not 
undertake work that he cannot finish well, shall not 
supplant another , shall not run down his fellow’s work, 
but try to help him improve, shall teach his apprentice 
well and accept none he cannot train. He must be honest 
and truthful.  
The rules for Craftsman require them to love God and the 
Holy Church, his Master and fellows, to labour honestly 
on work days, keep his Masters counsel and not reveal 
what happens in the Lodge.  

He must not be false to his Craft, his Master or fellows, 
and this applies to the apprentices. All disputes are to be 
settled by the Master after working hours. The chastity of 
the Masters wife must be respected. When the craftsman 
is appointed an officer, he shall be fair to all. Each fellow 
shall serve his week as steward and pay his debts 
promptly. A Mason of loose habits shall be dealt with by 
the next assembly. Masons shall help one another and 
swear never to steal. He who wishes to be admitted to the 
lodge, must swear to the Master and fellows, to be true 
and to be loyal to the King.   
All the work, that was done by the hands of these early 
brethren, were and still are, as perfect as that done today, 
by the best means of any instruments and technology.  
And we may well admire, the patient care and marvellous 
skill, with which these ancient Fellow Crafts, who wrought 
in England, Scotland and Ireland, assisted by the Entered 
Apprentices, arranged, fitted and fixed the various 
portions of those vast and magnificent buildings, 
throughout the Empire. 
From this we learn several things about our current ritual 
and charges, for example, in the first degree tracing 
board, we are told that the entered apprentices were paid 
in “Corn, Wine and Oil’. Well this in fact, is not true. The 
EA’s were paid in money. In the Second Degree tracing 
Board, we are told that Freemasonry derived it origins 
from Egypt. Well this in fact is not so, our origins come 
from Scotland, England and Ireland.  There are many 
more, unfounded parts of our ritual, which do not relate 
to our history, but only make a good story for the 
uneducated.   

RIGHT: Exeter Cathedral, otherwise known as the Cathedral 
Church of Saint Peter. The present building was competed by 
about 1400. The architecture is of Norman Gothic style and the years it was built was between 1112-1400.  



SINCERITY 

 
“Your right arm was uncovered , in token of your sincerity, 
and to show that you had neither weapon of offence or 
defence about you.”  
Reasons for Preparation 
 

Sincerity is in essence, truth. Nothing could be more just, 
for he who loves truth, will love friendship. Sincerity is that 
purpose which endeavours to see things as they are, and 
rejoices to find them better, for sincerity will strive to get 
all facts . The friend who knows all about you, will love you 
just the same. Sincerity permeates the friend who sticketh 
closer than a brother and who is more than a companion 
on the way.  

 

HUMILITY 

 
“Your left knee was made bare, in token of your humility. 
On it, in the present of T.G.A.O.T.U., you bent (knelt) and 
entered into a solemn obligation.”  
Reasons for Preparation 

  
Humility means putting a seal on your lips and forgetting 
what your friendliness has done. After you have been kind 
and friendly, and your friendship has done its beautiful 
work, go back into the shade and say nothing about it.  

THE ACACIA TREE 
 

Many symbols are used in 
Masonry, and among them, 
none is more sacredly 
regarded, than that of the 
acacia tree. There are more 
than four hundred varieties 
known to modern botany, but only two of these are of 
particular interest to Masonry. 
Commonly known for its place in the third degree, as it 
was placed at the head of the grave.  The Acacia vera is 
indigenous to Palestine. As far as its place in history is 
concerned, it is identified with the shittah tree, which is a 
tree of uncertain identity, but most likely that of an acacia 
tree. The shittim wood is mentioned in  various books as 
that being used in the construction of the Ark of the 
Covenant and the fittings of the Hebrew tabernacle. 
Legend also connects it, with the Crown of Thorns with 
the spiked twigs of the acacia were worn by Christ before 
his crucifixion. It was also the wood which the cross was 
made from, and legend has it, that was termed as “the 
genteelest tree of all.”    
In the seventeenth century, it is recorded that 
Freemasonry introduced the American Robinia pseudo-
acacia which is now used instead of the Acacia vera. The 
acacia tree grew abundantly throughout Jerusalem and 
Jericho and still further North. It looks very much like the 
Mulberry tree, attains a great height and has a hard wood. 
The gum of the tree today, is its the main source of 
income and is used in a variety of applications, but 
primarily in the food industry. 

The acacia tree in the mythical system of Freemasonry, is 
pre-eminently, the symbol of the ’immortality of the soul.’   
 As the evanescent nature of the flower, which “cometh 
forth and is cut down,” so it reminds us of the transitory 
nature of human life. The perpetual renovation of the 
evergreen plant, uninterruptedly presents the appearance 
of youth and vigour, is aptly compared to that spiritual life 
in which the soul, freed from the corruptible 
companionship of the body, shall enjoy an eternal spring 
and an immortal youth.  This evergreen is an emblem of 
our faith in the immortality of the soul. 
According to ancient custom, mourners were to carry a 
sprig of some evergreen in their hands at funerals, 
generally the cedar or the cypress, and deposit it in the 
grave of the deceased.  The Hebrews always planted a 
sprig of acacia at the head of the grave. Hence why we 
see the placement of the sprig of acacia, as an emblem of 
immortality.  
The acacia is also a symbol of ’innocence. For 
‘akakia’ (acacia) in the Greek language, signifies both the 
plant and the moral quality of innocence or purity of life. 
In this sense the symbol refers primarily to him, over 
whose solitary grave, the acacia was planted, of his 
virtuous conduct and integrity of life and fidelity, which 
have ever been present as patterns of his actions in the 
craft. Lastly, the acacia is to be considered as a symbol of 
initiation. This is by far the most interesting of all its 
interpretations, as we have every reason to believe that 
this was its primary and original purpose. It leads us to 
investigate the significant fact, that in all ancient 
ceremonies, the acacia was a scared plant of birth. So the 
acacia in some initiation ceremonies, became the adopted 
plant of initiation. The lettuce was the scared plant in the 
mysteries of the Adonis. The Lotus was that of the 
Brahminical rites in India, and from them adopted by the 
Egyptians. The mistletoe, was the scared and mystical 
plant among the Druids, and lastly, the myrtle, performed 
that same office of symbolism in the mysteries of Greece. 
In all of these ancient mysteries, while the scared plant 
was a symbol of initiation, the initiation itself, was 
symbolic of the resurrection to a future of life, and of the 
immortality of the soul. Freemasonry is to us, now in the 
place of the ancient initiations, and the acacia is 
substituted for the lotus, the ivy, the mistletoe and the 
myrtle.  
Returning then to the acacia, we find that it is capable of 
three explanations. It is the symbol of immortality, of 
innocence and of initiation. As these three significations 
are closely connected, that connection must be observed 
if we desire to obtain a just interpretation of the symbol. 
Thus, in this one symbol, we are taught that in the 
initiation of life, of which the initiation in the third degree 
is simply emblematic, innocence must for a time lie in the 
grave, at length, however to be called by the word of the 
Grand Masters of the Universe, to a blissful immortality.  
References: 
“Initiation” by W Bro R Watt.  
The New Zealand Craftsman. 

Mackey’s Encyclopedia.       



Last month, I spoke of the ‘four tassels’ and gave some 

explanations, from various sources. This month , we look at 
another explanation, which is probably more accurate, to 
the true reason, as to why, we have the four tassels on the 
mosaic pavement.  

THE LODGE CARPET 
What is its origin and why? 

By Alan Bevins (2105) 
  

Why would you want a carpet with tassels at each corner?  
Nowadays the safety people would worry about the potential 
tripping hazard.  I recall the carpet in one of my Surrey lodges 
had two bare patches.  As in many English lodges in England, 
the carpet covered the whole room.  The bare patches were in 
front of the Director of Ceremonies and the Inner Guard.  
Those two roles required an extra skill of staying upright when 
setting off on any walk. You could consider a black and white 
chequered floor as attractive and simple in design, but what 
purpose would tassels serve? Here is what I believe to be the 
likely answer. 

  
In England in very early medieval times geographical areas 

were arranged in groups of 10 families called ‘tithings’.  Those 
were further grouped in into ‘Hundreds’ (of families) and they 
were grouped into ‘shires’ (Saxon ‘scir’) and later into counties 
such as Lancashire and Yorkshire. The main government 
employee was the Shire Reeve (later Sheriff).  His job was to 
keep his area under law and order and collect taxes.  He was 
the most important public servant in his area. He collected the 
taxes by laying a cloth on the ground.  This cloth had one 
hundred black and white squares (chequered).  Each family 
deposited their tax money on their square.   Thus this was a 
deposit to their account.  That is, their sum due was accounted 
for. When complete the Shire Reeve gathered the cloth up by 
the four corner cords to carry it away, doing the same for each 
Hundred.  His next task when back home was to withdraw the 
amount due to him for the job. Higher up the tree the money 
was transmitted annually by the Shire Reeves to the King and 
his finance man the Chancellor of the Exchequer on a table 
with a black and white chequered cloth.   ‘Ex’ = ‘from’, so 
‘from the chequered cloth’. The black and white squared 
flooring thus became a symbol of importance copied by 
churches, country houses and government buildings.   In early 
medieval times, most buildings had flag-stone or earth floors. 
Exchequer is still the formal name of the British Government 
finance body and the Chancellor is the minister of finance, one 
of the oldest legal titles still used.  There is an annual 
ceremony in London where that process of handing in a token 
tax sum is done on a table covered with a chequered cloth. 
How did the word ‘cheque arise?  Some dictionaries say the 
word comes from French ‘eschequier’.  But did the French 
come from the English ‘exchequer’ in the first place?  Was a 
‘deposit’ the act of placing a bag of tax money on a square?  
Was a ‘withdrawal’ the Shire Reeve taking his due away? In 
Freemasonry we probably took the cloth to cover the 
expansive empty floor of a lodge about 1835 to 1840 when we 
changed from meeting round a table to meeting in the layout 
we do now.   

What better device than a design of importance? 
Having decided in lodges that the floor should be 
filled with a carpet sporting a pretty tassel at each 
corner, then what would happen to the ‘empty’ strips 
on each side between the tassels woven in the carpet 
design?  Simple, put a strip of black and white 
triangles or even crimson and blue triangles the 
Royal Arch colours. The symbolism of the 
carpet was almost certainly added in Victorian 

The ears should be trained to hear everything and yet transmit 
nothing to the mind unless it be good 

Brethren: So much is happening in our district, 
that you are not doing justice to our  
newsletter. Last month, we had a triple 
initiation and no doubt, there have been other 
interesting meetings, which should have be 
included in this newsletter. Don’t rely on the 
editor. If you don’t support it, you might just 
lose it, like all the others we have had in the 
past, which died a natural death. 

So! What’s happening 

this month, November,? and 
what else happened, last month 
in October? 
 
Last month, RW Bro V.J. Cooper, Past Prov Grand 
Master received his 50yr service badge from MW Bro 
Ian Ross, Past Grand Master, and it was a shame no 
one supplied photos or a resume of his 50 years in the 
Craft. RW Bro Cooper was, and still is, a very well 
respected brother and P. Prov. G.M. He was our Prov. 
G.M. when it was known as the South Auckland 
District, and not much has changed much since then, 
only the name later being changed to “Counties 
Manukau District,” and then to its present title, the 
“Counties Hauraki District.”  
 
The Mangere Lodge No 330, initiated, THREE 
candidate’s in October. See photos below. 
 
Lodge Tuakau No 278 had an initiation, sorry, no 
photos or a profile were supplied of the candidate, 
and The Franklin Lodge No 58 had their Installation, 
with W Bro Chris Lee, PM, being installed for the 
second time.  

Like bees that gather honey from every opening 

flower, so must we gather knowledge from every 

incident and occurrence of life. Then when the 

winter of adversity comes, we have our learning 

to feed upon 



 

 

Right: 

The full crew who all took part 

the initiation of the three 

candidates along with the 

other visiting E.A.’s and F.C.  

Left: 

The three candidate’s initiated together, at the 

meeting of The Mangere Lodge No 330 on 

Monday night the 9th of October. 

Brethren from Left—Right: 

Bros Miles Illemann, Ani Walker & Sidney Davies 

The Master Alex Bagley in the back ground 

Right: 

Six Entered Apprentices who attended the 

initiation at The Mangere Lodge No 330 . 

Brethren from Left—Right 

Bros Jason Suttie (Lodge Kauri No 474) 

Nader Luthera, Miles Illemann, Ani 

Walker, Sidney Davies & Tyrone Adams. 

All from The Mangere Lodge No 330 

 

 

Left: 

The same E.A.s as previous, with the 

addition of Bro Kevin McKinstry, F.C. of 

Lodge Kauri No 474. 



Laughter, the best medicine 

 
The Garage Door. 
 
The boss walked into the office one morning not knowing 
his zipper was down and his fly area wide open.  His 
assistant walked up to him and said, 'This morning when 
you left your house, did you close your garage door?' The 
boss told her, he knew he'd closed the garage door, and 
walked into his office puzzled by the question. 
 
As he finished his paperwork, he suddenly noticed his fly 
was open, and zipped it up. He then understood his 
assistant's question about his 'garage door.' 
 
He headed out for a cup of coffee and paused 
by her desk to ask, 'When my garage door was 
open, did you see my Jaguar parked in there?' 
 
She smiled and said, 'No, I didn't. All I saw was 
an old minivan with two flat tires.. 

167 Heritage Society Incorporated 
Museum and Library of Freemasonry 

Registered Charity N0 CC37259 

Who are we, what are we? 
Who can join, 

 
We are an organisation, that has a strong desire in 
the preservation of all historical documents, 
artefacts  and anything else to do with preserving 
the history of lodges and other friendly societies. 
To name a few:  
Masonic, R.O.A.B, Druids, Foresters, I.O.O.F, Orange 
Lodge, Manchester Unity Lodge and many more.  
Who can join? Anyone can join the society. No age 
barrier, nor discrimination of sex. In fact we 
welcome women into our society. 
We meet when necessary and have an AGM once a 
year at the Auckland Masonic Centre on Khyber 
Pass Road in Auckland. The library and museum is 
usually open every Wednesday and at other times 
by appointment.  
There is a membership fee of $10 which helps 
towards the maintenance, preservation and 
purchase of artefacts. 
For more information, ask you Lodge Secretary. 

Obituary 
Last month saw the sudden and unexpected passing of W Bro 
Geoff Evans, our District Grand Director of Ceremonies and 
District Secretary. W Bro Geoff was a well respected member of 
Lodge Otahuhu No 387, as well as a Past Grand Steward, and 
then, only since November 2016, he became our District Grand 
Director of Ceremonies. He held the position of District Grand 
Secretary for all the years he was a Grand Officer, and the 
dedication he put into this this job, was , as one would call, a 
labour of love.  
He will be sorely missed and on behalf of the District Grand 
Master, and all the members of The Counties Manukau District, 
condolences go the W Bro Geoff’s wife and family.  

St John Chapter 12 
A voice from heaven 

 
25: He that loveth his 
life shall lose it; and he 
that hateth his life in this 
world shall keep it unto 
life eternal. 
26: If any man serve me, 
let him follow me; and 
where I am, there shall 
also my servant be: if 
any man serve me, him 
will my father honour.  

What is Freemasonry? What were the thoughts of our 
ancient brethren, in respect to Freemasonry in their 
time? What were the thoughts of our mentors, when 
they joined the Craft? What were your thoughts, when 
you joined the Craft? Why did our ancient members 
join, when it became “speculative”? Why did you join?   
There are so many if’s and buts’, difference of opinions 
and many different personal reasons why we, as 
individuals joined Freemasonry, and only you can 
answer those questions, the way you see it. But the 
following article, makes good reading. 
 
Published with no offence to the Grand Masters ‘Speak 
Up” campaign. (Ed) 
 

It should be understood, that Freemasonry never 

encourages brethren to disclose their membership of 
this fraternity to all and sundry, whom they may meet 
in the walks of life. To parade it, is undignified and 
often leads to a brother’s motive, being 
misunderstood, if not misconstrued. It is better that 
brethren talk less about Freemasonry and apply more 
of their energy to the demonstration of its ideals and 
principles in their conduct. 
Freemasonry has nothing to gain by its members 
publishing on the housetops, that they have been 
received into its fold, but it will gain immensely if they 
will let it be seen, that having been brought face to 
face with its great ideals and teachings, their own lives 
have been enriched and ennobled. This is what the 
world wants to see. 
Masonic Journal of South Africa 1943 


