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The District Grand Master’s Column 

FROM LIFE’S LITTLE INSTRUCTION BOOK 
 

Never deprive someone of hope; it might 
just be all they have 

 
Sing in a choir 

 
Give people the benefit of doubt 

October 2017 

 

Be dignified in discussing with 

a candidate, his entry into 

Freemasonry; avoid silly jokes 

and prepare him for the 

coming ceremony, by quietly 

inculcating an idea of its 

solemnity and beauty. 

Dear Brethren & Ladies: 
No Divisional and District statistics to share with you this month, but hopefully a 
double helping next month. 
 
Lodge Otahuhu No.387 hosted a second degree worked by masters and others 
from the District for Bro Greg Fowler of Lodge Otahuhu 387. Comments were 
made afterwards about the high standard of work from every individual involved 

in that ceremony including the candidate. This sets a benchmark for the 
District. Afterwards we enjoyed a girth stretching feast of excellent fare in 

refectory. For the more observant of you Bro Jaydeep Chahal second degree is set for Octobers Grand Lodge 
visit to Lodge Otahuhu No.387. 
 
How wonderful to see Bro Ricca Cooper become the Worshipful Master of Lodge Tironui 400, and after a 
few last minute adjustments an excellent all round Installation performance under the watchful gaze of RW 
Bro Gary Salmon our Divisional Grand Master. The refectory was enhanced by the sonorous tones of Dean 
Martin and a few others from the rat pack or was it VW Bro Graeme Houston PGDC? The only faux pas of 
the evening were brethren who made the justifiable error of mistaking the new Masters mother as his wife. 
RW Bro Gary Salmon was so impressed with the enthusiastic and youthful membership of Lodge Tironui 
No.400 he had to have a picture (attached). 
 
Give VW Bro Ivan Smith PGC a call, he can’t travel to meetings at the moment, so keep in touch. 
 
Thanks to an earlier meeting in the day by Lodge Coromandel No. 17; the beautiful seaside location; the 
great work of the outgoing master W Bro Norm Adams; and the popularity of the incoming now 10 times 
master W Bro John Hoyte we enjoyed a well-attended Lodge Whitianga No.443 Installation. The attendance 
in the Lodge Room exceeded 100 and 130 brethren and Ladies stayed for the supper and many attended the 
Breakfast looking slightly Jaded. What fun we had on Election Night. Can you see yourself in the refectory 
pics?  
 
My wife Pam and I thank VW Bro Murray McLean PGDC and his wife Arlene for being such generous hosts.  
We have another super month ahead of us so please make sure you view the District calendar for up-dates. 
Please look up Hebrews 11:1 it’s such a wonderfully crafted definition. 
Fraternally. 
 
VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist GM  

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. G M 



WHAT CAN WE TELL THE CANDIDATE 

Before his initiation 
 

A question which has led to much discussion in the past 
and many feel that an intelligent member of the Craft 
should know, as to what is well required of both himself 
and the candidate. 
The following is an extract from a 1940 New Zealand 
Craftsman, based on a circular issued by a lodge in New 
Zealand. 
 

•Freemasonry consists of a body of men, banded together 
to preserve the secrets, customs and ceremonies handed 
down to them from time immemorial, and for the purpose 
of mutual, social and moral improvement; they also 
endeavour to cultivate and exhibit brotherly love, relief 
and truth, not only to one another, but to the world at 
large. 
 

•Freemasonry offers no pecuniary advantages whatever, 
nor does there exist any obligation, nor implied 
understanding, binding one Mason to deal with another, 
nor to support him in any way, in the ordinary business 
relations of life. 
 

•Freemasonry teaches us to remember our common 
origin, it also distinctly enjoins us to respect all social 
distinctions, so that while some must rule, others must 
obey and cheerfully accept their inferior positions 
 

•Freemasonry has certain charities, but it is not in any 
sense a benefit society, nor is it based upon calculations 
which would render this possible. The charities are solely 
for those, who having, been in good circumstances, have 
been overtaken by misfortune and adversity. 
 

•Freemasonry distinctly teaches, that a man’s first duty is 
to himself, his wife, his family and his connections, and no 
one should join the Order, who cannot well afford to pay 
the initiation fees and subscriptions to his lodge, as well as 
to the Masonic Charities and this without detriment in any 
way to his comfort, or to that of those who have any claim 
upon his support. 
 

•Freemasonry recognises no distinction of religion, but 
none should attempt to enter, who have no religious 
belief, as faith in a Supreme Being, must be expressed, 
before anyone can be initiated and prayers to Him form a 
frequent part of the ceremonies and ritual. 
 

•Freemasonry therefore, demands that everyone, before 
offering himself as a candidate, should be well assured in 
his own mind, that he is willing to express a belief in a 
Supreme being. That he sincerely desires the intellectual 
and moral improvement, of himself and his fellow 
creatures, and that he is willing to devote his time, his 
means, and his efforts, in the promotion of Brotherly Love, 
Relief and Truth. That he seeks no commercial or 
pecuniary advantages and that he is able to afford the 
necessary expenditure, without injury to himself and 
connections.  

MORE FAMOUS FREEMASONS 
 
Ernest Borgnine. Born Ermes Effron 
Borgnino, on January the 24th 
1917, in Hamden, Connecticut. A 
son of Italian immigrants, Charles 
and Anna Borgnino, he move to 
Italy with his mother when two 
years old, after his parents 
divorced. He returned to the USA, 
five years later to attend a public 
school. After graduating from high 
school, in 1935, he joined the 

United States Navy, and served for six years and was 
discharged. He re-enlisted when  the USA entered World 
War II and served another four years, reaching the rank of 
Gunner’s Mate, 1st Class. He received several decorations, 
including the WW II Victory Medal. In 2004, he received the 
honorary rank of Chief Petty Officer. After leaving the Navy 
he entered into the acting profession and graduated from 
the Randall School of Drama. 1949 was his debut on 
Broadway in the hit play ‘Harvey’. He was most noted for his 
performances in the TV program, McHale’s Navy in the 60’s.  
He was initiated into Abingdon Lodge No 48 in Abingdon, 
Virginia and held the rank of 33rd degree of the Scottish Rite 
of Masonry. He was also a member of the Shriners. He had 
difficulty in joining the Craft, as he did not know, that it was 
necessary to ask a Mason three times about joining, before a  
petition could be put forward to the lodge. He requested 
twice to a friend on two different occasions, not hearing of a 
reply to either request, on the third time his friend readily 
presented him with a petition and endorsed him.  
He received his 50yr pin on November the 9th 2000, by the 
Grand Master, of Virginia.  
 

 
Winston Churchill was initiated into 
the Studholme Lodge No 1591 on 
the 24th of May 1901. He was born, 
Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill 
at Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire on 
the 30th of November 1874. 
Educated at Harrow School and by 
his own admission, admitted that he 
was not a brilliant student. He was 
particularly weak in maths and the 
classics, but excelled in the English 
language, which was to serve him 

well through his life. He regretted not pursuing an academic 
career, however, this detracted very little from his 
subsequent success as an author, artist, soldier and 
statesman, as well as a family man. He joined Freemasonry 
at a time when he was surrounded by political and military 
colleagues, all of whom were Freemasons. It was also of the 
time when, the Prince of Wales, about to be crowned 
monarch, was about to be elected as Grand Master. As a 
Freemason, Churchill was following a long family tradition, 
but as Freemason himself, it had no real meaning to him, 
and it was just a pleasant social activity which he saw as a 
duty to himself and family.  
Continued next page 



Famous Freemason continued 
 
Davy Crockett: Born on August the 
17th, 1786, in northeastern 
Tennessee. Died at the Alamo 
garrison on the morning of March 
the 6th 1836. Proof that Davy 
Crockett was a Mason, is based 
mainly on the survival of his 
Masonic Apron. This was made for 
him by a Mrs A.C. Massie of 

Washington, D.C. during his tenure in Congress. Before 
leaving for Texas, he entrusted the apron to the sheriff of 
Weakley County, Tennessee, and it was inherited and 
preserved by the sheriff’s nephew, Mr E.M. Taylor of 
Paducah, Kentucky. The lodge at Weakley County, near 
the Crockett home, was burned down during the Civil 
War destroying all the lodge records.   

 
Henry Ford: As a man in private 
life, and as we all know, founded 
in 1903 the first mass-produced 
and affordable motorcar, being the 
Model T. This changed the world 
of transportation, and in doing so, 
changed the name, to became the 

’Ford Motor Company’. It is said that he was the first to 
invent gasoline powered automobiles, but others dispute 
this. As a Freemason, he was initiated into Palestine Lodge 
No 357 Detroit in 1894, of which he remained a member 
for 53 years. He was also an honorary member of Zion 
Lodge No 1 and a 33rd in the Scottish Rite. 

 
LOYALTY IN MASONRY 

(abridged) 
 
There is no more important factor in human life and affairs 
than loyalty. None that enters more into security of life, 
liberty and happiness. It is the bulwark of all societies, that 
protection of all countries, that and the support of all 
government. Loyalty includes, honesty, fidelity, justice, 
love, and every principle of goodness. Loyalty is not 
confined to the patriotic defence of one’s country and 
government, but extends to principles, friends and morals. 
No man can be loyal to his government, who is false to his 
friends, or untrue to the principles of justice and right. 
“The man who loves home best and loves it most 
unselfishly, loves his country best.” Patriotism is like family 
affection, simple and trustful. Its controlling element is 
unselfishness. Loyalty of men to their friends constitutes a 
bond of affection which knows no serving. Prosperity, but 
strengthens it, and adversity cannot break it. He that is 
friendly when the sun of prosperity shines, but turns away 
when troubles come or adversity assails, has not a spark of 
loyalty in his breast. Loyalty is the same under all 
circumstances. It is not affected by clouds or storms, but is 
as, firm in storms as in calm. 
In masonry, and within our lodge, loyalty is the greatest 
strength we can have. First, is loyalty to the principals of 
the fraternity and the man who lives up to the doctrines 
taught to him in the lodge, will be loyal to his country 
and his friends.  

We must be loyal to our master and officers and stand by 
them on all occasions and under all circumstances, and 
defend the good name of our lodge. He that is loyal to the 
tenet of his protection, will defend the character and 
reputation of his brethren, and never traduce them. Loyalty 
respects the right of others, is “just” in all acts, and brave in 
support of the right. Loyalty has charity for the shortcomings 
of others and by word and action, strives to correct them. If 
we were to perpetuate the great prosperity, that is now 
enjoyed by the Masonic fraternity, world wide, we must be 
loyal to the principals of Freemasonry, loyal to the Grand 
Master, and more importantly, loyal to one another. Loyalty 
means, obedience, and we must therefore be obedient to the 
laws of Grand Lodge and the edicts of the Grand Master, if we 
were to secure success. 

The New Zealand Craftsman 1912   

Justice renders to every one, his due.  

 

THE FOUR TASSELS 

 
Questions and Answers second edition, 

say that the origins of he four tassels, as seen on our first 
degree tracing board, and elsewhere, is a matter for 
debate. They are said to represent Cords with Tassel Ends, 
representing the Four Cardinal Virtues. The actual manner 
of their introduction in this form, does not appear to be 
known with certainty.  
 
In “The Origin of the Four Tassels” from ‘The Educator,’ is 
say’s this. The four tassels which have been placed at the 
four corners, we are told, in our lectures, that these 
represent the four cardinal virtues, but this is late gloss, 
probably invented toward the close of the eighteenth 
century and there seems to be no particular reason why 
they should represent the four cardinal virtues more than 
the four elements or any other particular four. 
We find the true origin of these tassels, if we study the 
medieval methods employed by the Operative Masons 
when laying out the ground for a new building. The Master 
Mason or Architect, as we would call him today, 
commenced his work by striking the centre of the piece of 
ground on which the building was to be erected, and from 
it he plotted out the square or rectangle on which the 
containing walls were subsequently to rise. 
To do so he extended ropes from the centre pin to the four 
angles, and pegged these down at the corners of the 
building; then by the simple use of the square and the 
triangle he was able to check the four corners and 
ascertain if they were true. As the walls rose, from time to 
time a piece of wood was extended from the corner 
inwards and plumb line dropped down to make sure that 
the walls were perpendicular and the angle as true on it’s 
upper tiers as it was on the base. 
 
Harry Carr, in ‘The Freemasons at Work’ says’, different, 
and this will be looked at in a future issue, as space does 
not allow us to cover the subject fully in this issue. 



WHAT HAPPENED 105 YEARS AGO 

The following are some interesting letters to the editor of the New Zealand Craftsman, 1912 
 

INNOVATIONS 
 
 

DEAR SIR AND BRO.,—For many years I Have been an opponent of uniformity of ritual, but a recent visit to the North 
Island has led me to change my opinion, as I am afraid “uniformity” is the only way to stop innovation. During my trip I 
visited one lodge and witnessed the Third Degree. It differed considerably from anything I have ever seen before. In one 
part, the “emblems of M” were “announced,” and a coffin was brought in and borne in procession round the room. So 
far from adding to the ceremony, it rather seemed a burlesque, on what we are usually taught, should be a very solemn 
ceremony.  I asked a brother if this was usually a part of the working in the district. He said, No, it was peculiar to that 
particular lodge, and was quite a recent innovation. It was known as the ’funeral procession.” To my mind, it was a most 
unwise innovation and I now am of the opinion, that if the want of uniformity is responsible for this kind of cheap show,  
then the sooner we have uniformity the better.— Yours fraternally,                           OTAGO P.M. 
 

A GRATUITOUS INSULT   
 
 

DEAR SIR AND BRO., - As I know the CRAFTSMAN is quite fearless in exposing grievances, I venture to reveal the following 
facts for the consideration of brothers who intend to visit lodges on installation nights:- 
    I was unfortunate enough to be present with a large number of visitors at a lodge installation in the Wellington 
district, when after the supper, a brother was put up to respond to the toast of the G.L. on the strength of his being a 
member of the Board of Benevolence, which is in Dunedin, while he lives, I believe in Hawks Bay. This blustering 
individual in his speech, said that the amount collected for the distressed Masons fund that evening, had only totalled 
ninepence a head, and the supper they had eaten, had cost a shilling, and he considered it a disgrace, and if he was 
Master, he would send the plate round again; and, strange to say, the Master accepted the advice of this person, and 
round went the plate again, and full price was paid for the supper. For twenty I have given my little bit for charity, but I 
do not believe that installation nights is the proper time, or that visitors should be rudely told that they ha to pay for 
their supper. In talking the matter over in the train, indignation was strong against this very loud brother, who has 
promised to visit all the lodges in the Wellington district and repeat his remarks. 
    I should like to ask you plain out, Bro. Editor, if this man is instructed by the Board of Benevolence to act as its 
mouthpiece.—Yours Fraternally                      A MUCH DISGUSTED VISITOR 
 
[Our attention was very freely drawn to this matter after the meeting in question, and there is no doubt indignation ran 
high. The brother probably thought that he was acting in the best interests of G.L., but if the foregoing is a correct 
statement, his remarks were most injudicious, and he had no authority from his Board for the line of action he pursued, 
which was eminently calculated to defeat the object he had in view.—ED. C.]  
 
 

THE POWERS OF PROV G.Ms. 
 
 

DEAR SIR AND BRO., - Will you please tell me through the columns of your journal, whether a Prov. G.M., in visiting a 
lodge, has the power to order subordinate officers to lay out the lodge in a different manner, to the instructions of the 
W.M.? A case of this sort happened quite lately. A Deacon was placing the ashlars near the Warden’s pedestals, when 
the Prov. G.M. told him they were in the wrong place, and should be put on the pavement. The Deacon said he was 
complying with the W.Ms. Instructions, when the other replied, “Never mind the W.M.; I am the Prov. G.M.” Will you 
please tell me and other members of the lodge, if he had the power to override the W.M.? - Yours fraternally,  
A SUBORDINATE OFFICER. 
 
[Any Prov. G.M. who acts as stated in this letter, must be looking for trouble and if we may hazard an opinion, he won’t 
be long in finding it.—ED. C.]    

From Masonry’s sacred alter, men rise with stronger 
faith in God and man, and if they are serious men and 

have taken seriously their obligation, they are men 
reborn with new ideals and new responsibilities. Filled 
with high purpose, they buckle on the whole armour of 
the Great Architect of the Universe and face the task of 

life fearlessly as men and Masons. 

 
If we, as Masons, can arouse ourselves so that we will 

carry out, into the world, the atmosphere of brotherly 

love and brotherhood, which pervades in our lodge 

rooms, Masonry will have accomplished one of its 

greatest objects.  



LEFT: 

 

At the Installation of Lodge 

Tironui No 400. 

 

R.W. Bro Gary Salmon (back 

row, second from left) 

Divisional Grand Master with 

some of the younger members 

of the District. 

RIGHT 

 

Some Masonic members 

and their wife’s, partners 

who invaded Whitianga 

over the weekend of the 

24th of September, for the 

Installation of W Bro 

John Hoyte, as Master of 

Lodge Whitianga No 443 

LEFT 

 

Some of the large 

gathering at the 

Installation refectory 

proceedings, of Lodge 

Whitianga No 443 



When you see an old man 
amiable, mild, equable, 

content and good-
humoured, be sure, that in 
his youth, he has been just, 
generous, and forbearing. In 
his end, he does not lament 

the past, nor dread the 
future, he is like the 

evening of a fine day.—
Arabic proverb.  

 
 

No amount of money 
can buy for a man the 
secrets of Masonry; he 
can purchase the tools 
only, he must work for 

the rest.  

RIGHT, MIDDLE AND 

BELOW. 

 

Brethren and ladies at the 
Installation refectory 
proceeding of Lodge 
Whitianga No 443. 

The class is having a guessing game 
and the teacher asks, “OK, what do you 
call someone, who keeps on talking, 
even though nobody wants to listen?” 
 
Little Johnny shouts out 
eagerly, “ A teacher!’  


