
The Counties Hauraki No 5 

DDDistrict istrict istrict NNNewsletterewsletterewsletter   

The District Grand Master’s Column 

FROM LIFE’S LITTLE INSTRUCTION BOOK 
 

Keep an extra key hidden somewhere on your car, in case 
you lock yourself out 

 
When playing games with children, let 

them win 
 

Turn off the television at dinner time 

September 2017 

Freemasonry in all its 

rules for the government 

of man, has this one 

idea in view, that the 

individual has a duty to 

perform to God, his 

neighbour and himself. 

Dear Brethren & Ladies: 
 
 
More statistics on membership. The Division still has 2745 members, in July the Division 
had 7 initiations and 7 joining members, our District contributed 2 initiates. Follow the 
trends in this newsletter each month. 
 
          A Discussion about a Masonic centre to Service the 7 Northernmost Lodges will 

take place on the 6th of October, please ensure your Lodge representative brief you 
on what transpires. 

 
W Bro Paul Larsen GD has been appointed as District Education Officer, we are all looking forward to Paul making a 
huge contribution in this area of District Masonic life and he welcomes your support and input. The District thanks 
VW Bro Kerry Doherty P Dist. GM for representing the NZ constitution at the Corinthian Lodge EC Installation. 
 
W Bro Maurice Hoskins shed his shorts, cap and gumboots for more appropriate attire, when  he was installed with 
all the ceremonial observances of the order into the chair at Lodge Tuakau No. 227, another great evening which 
was really well attended which contributed to a fantastic atmosphere. 
 
We enjoyed the warm hospitality at Lodge Papakura No. 56 as we witnessed Bro Timothy Gumbrell of Lodge Tironui 
make further progress in the craft (it is great to see our Districts Lodges in a spirit of co-operation). I’m sure Bro 
Timothy won’t forget his evening. 
 
W Bro Gregor Grant and his team at Lodge Papatoetoe No. 227 took Bro Malhotra through his second degree and 
we were all impressed with their candidate. It was nice to see some familiar faces back in harness supporting their 
Lodge. 
 
September sees: 
Lodge Otahuhu hosting a second degree for their candidate Bro Jaydeep Chahal. worked by the Masters of the 
District (and others). And two very contrasting Installations with Bro Ricca Cooper taking the chair for the first time 
at Lodge Tironui No. 400 and W Bro. John Hoyte RH being installed for the tenth time as Worshipful Master (not all 
in the same Lodge) at Lodge Whitianga No. 443.  
 
We have managed to obtain the Ian Ross coach again for the Whitianga No. 443 Installation, if you would like to 
travel on this most convivial and relaxing modes of transport please contact Graeme Houston – first come first 
served. 
 
My thanks to the Lodge Secretaries who are using the Divisional website for Lodge reports and dispensations, this 
really does make life easy for everyone. 

Fraternally, 

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. GM  

VW Bro John Lukaszewicz Dist. G M 



THE ALMONER 
 
An extract from a report given by W Bro George F H Forsyth, 
Chairman of the Combined Lodges Almoners Association, 
Auckland District 1963. (Abridged) 
 
What is the meaning of the work of 
the Almoner, to what good purpose 
do we put ourselves after we become 
the lodge representative? May I 
quote the words of Her Gracious 
Majesty, the Queen in her Christmas 
message to the people:  
 
“What ever our faith, we can all 
follow a star. Indeed we must follow 
one, if the immensity of the future 
opening before us, is not to dazzle 
our eyes and dissipate our sense of 
direction”. 
 
Following a star has many meanings. It can mean the 
religious man’s approach to God, or the hopes of parents for 
their children, or the ambitions of young men and women.  
 
The wise men of old follow a star. Modern man has built 
one—a satellite one. But unless the message of this new star 
is the same as theirs, our wisdom will count for nought.  
 
The work of the Almoner has now become something of 
importance to the Freemason. It enables us to walk among 
people of all walks of life and religious belief, that here is a 
body of men to whom they can pour forth their sorrow, and 
enables us to bring to them, what is nearest and dearest to 
the heart of a Mason—I mean Charity. 
 
It also enables the lodges to really understand our work and 
to choose from amongst its members, one who has the time 
and inclination to give to the welfare of his fellow man. 
 
During the last two years, the Association has become such a 
power for good amongst people, that the time is not far 
distant, when Grand Lodge will recognise its work by creating 
a Grand Almoner among its rank in all the Provincial Districts.  
 
To illustrate our work, many lodges have requested a lecture 
being given on the subject of Almoning. During the past year, 
much ground has been covered. Coal, coke, wood and 
kerosene have been distributed. For the month of May, 220 
sacks of coal, 110 sacks of tea-tree wood, 8 sacks of coke , 16 
gallons of kerosene were delivered to the needy. Kindling 
wood by the truck load has been, and still can be delivered. 
Clothing collected and distributed has again been  amongst 
the items distributed. An estimated value of £500 ($20,494 in 
todays money value) has been given to various Homes and 
Orphanages. Along with all this, 125 hot water bottles were 
given out.  
 
From practically the North Cape to the Bluff, request and 
enquiries are made to visit brethren or friends at hospitals or 
in their homes. Many annuity forms are filled out and advice 
given to assist those in need. Inspection of properties are 
made at the request of Grand Lodge.      

During the summer, a bus trip was arranged for our blind 
brothers and sisters. A promise has been made for others 
in the future. 
 
Our Christmas  party for the aged Masons was given with 
great success, when approximately 300 brethren 
attended, the luncheon given by the Almoners. 
 
Business’s and brethren donated generously to these 
causes, and on one occasion, 250 attended a senior 
citizen function at Freemans Bay, each receiving a parcel 
of goods at the close of the day. 
 
On Christmas Day, parcels of sweets, etc., which together 
with the pensioners mentioned above, could have 
numbered 3,500 to 4,000. Cigarettes and biscuits were 
also distributed by the Almoners, and their wives were 
willing helpers. The Thousand visits to the sick and needy 
in hospitals and homes were made,  all recorded on 
cards. 
 
Not least to mention all the work done by the ladies in 
making scrumptious marmalade, jams, cakes and other 
preservatives by the hundred weight. All for the benefit 
of Orphanages and the Masonic Village.    
 
May you continue in good health to enable you to carry 
on the great work of practical Freemasonry for the 
coming future.  

The world to-day is looking for men who are not for 
sale, men who are honest, sound from centre to 
circumference, true to the heart’s core, men with 
consciences, as steady as the needle to the pole, men 
who will stand for the right, if the heavens totter and 
the earth reels; men who can tell the truth and look the 
world in the eye; men who neither brag nor run; men 
who neither flag nor flinch; men in whom the courage 
of everlasting life runs still, deep and strong; men who 
know their message and tell it; men who know their 
place and fill it; men who know their business and 
attend to it; men who will not lie, shirk or dodge; men 
who are willing to eat what they have earned and wear 
what they have paid for; men who are not ashamed to 
say, “I can’t afford it”.   

 
The real secrets of Masonry are never 

told, not even from mouth to ear. For the 
real secret of Masonry is spoken to your 

heart, and from it to the heart of your 
brother. 

Never the language made for tongue 
may speak it; it is uttered only in the 

language of the eye in those 
manifestations of that love which a man 
has for his friend, which passeth all other 

loves. 
The New Zealand Craftsman 1970 



OUR GLOVE CUSTOM 
 
In some lodges, it is the custom to present 
a pair of white gloves to the candidate after 
his raising. The gloves in the days of 
operative masons, was a necessary part of 
their protective clothing, to prevent injury 
to the hands while hewing stone. Very 
much that same as the apron. Today, it 
forms part of our regalia and should not be 
overlooked as just a piece of clothing to be 
worn at willy nilly.  
 
At Ely in 1322, the Sacrist bought gloves for the masons 
engaged on ’new work’. At Eton College in 1456, five pairs of 
gloves were provided for the ’layers’ of the walls, ’as custom 
may have required’. There are many other examples of gloves 
being purchased for the ‘hewers’ and ‘layers’ of stone in the 
early 15th and late 14th centuries. All these records relate to 
masons ’on the job’.  
 
But for the masons in their lodge, there was another source of 
supply. From 1599 onwards, there is evidence that masons 
were obliged to furnish a pair of gloves to each of the 
brethren on the day of their entry into the lodge. This part of 
their admission fees. The earliest official record on this subject 
is in the Schaw Statutes addressed to the Kilwinning Lodge in 
1599, requiring that all Fellow of Craft, at their admission to 
that grade, were to pay £10 Scots with 10/- worth of gloves.  
 
Records of the Lodge of Melrose for 1674 and 1675, show that 
both apprentices and fellow Crafts, at their entry were to pay 
the requisite fees with ’sufficient gloves to ye whole 
company’. This practice of paying for gloves in this period 
continued in many lodges, and it was also the practice in some 
lodges to purchased your apron. At Dunblane in 1724, the 
lodge presented gloves and aprons to its ’intrants’.  
 
At Haughfoot, as late as 1754, the Lodge enacted; ’that none 
can Enter here in time Comeing (sic) without a pair of Gloves 
to each member of the Said Lodge’. In 1723 a Masonic 
exposure, now known as ’A Mason’s Examination’, was 
published in a London newspaper, The Flying Post, its opening 
words being: 
 
 When a Free-Mason is enter’d, after having given to all 
 present of the Fraternity, a Pair of Men and Women’s 
 Gloves and Leather Apron..’  
 
This evidently is the earliest known reference to women’s 
gloves in connection with non-operative Masonic practice, but 
from this time onwards, they became a regular part of 
admission procedure. An early French exposure dated 1737, 
records that an apprentice received an apron of white skin, a 
pair of gloves for himself and a pair of ’ladies’ gloves for her 
whom he esteems the most. The same practice appears in 
practically all the French 18th century accounts of the 
initiation ceremony. 
 
In England and Scotland, the actual provisions of gloves, fell 
gradually out of fashion, and their cost, (glove money) was 
usually added to the entry fee. After the dawn of the 19th 
century, gloves had virtually disappeared from lodge minutes 
and regulations. So, when you lodge presents a pair of gloves 
to the candidate, it will be reviving a custom practised in 
Britain since 1724, if not earlier.  
The Freemason at work by Harry Carr.   

THE DEACONS 
 

One of the most interesting of all subjects in our lodge, is 
the position and duties of the Deacons. As far back as 
history can take us, the position or duty of the Deacon 
never existed. The original duty associated with the office 
of Deacon was discharged by the Wardens of the lodge. 
In Prichard’s Masonry Dissected. 1730, it is evident that 
the J.W. received the Candidate, (as the I.G. does today) 
and after some kind of perambulation, the candidate was 
handed over to the S.W., who ‘presented’ him and 
showed him how to advance towards the Master, by 
three steps. This working was in an exposure, and there is 
no proof, that this procedure was in fat correct, but it 
finds support in later documents of the same era and 
class. 
 
Several of the later English exposures of the 1760’s show 
that the Wardens were discharging the duties, of which 
are now associated with those of the Deacons. Under the 
first Grand Lodge, of the Moderns, the office of Deacon 
was extremely rare, though no altogether unknown. The 
1743 minutes of the Royal Oak Lodge, in Chester, record 
the election of a Master’s Deacon and a Wardens Deacon. 
They were regularly appointed up until 1758, when they 
were superseded by the Senior and Junior Stewards. 
 

Deacons were known in Bristol in 1758 and 
were appointed for the first time in the 
lodge, Lodge of Probity No 61, in 1763. In 
the By-Laws of Marquis of Granby Lodge, 
No 124, in 1775, it was ordered that two 
E.As. be appointed annually. The senior, to 
be seated in the N.E., was to carry 
’messages’ from the Master to the S.W., 
the junior was to stand inside the door, to 
welcome strange brethren and ’to carry 
messages from the Right Worshipful 
(Master) to the Tyler. There is no mention 

of their performing any Deacon’s duties in the course of 
the ceremony, but probably by 1775, they did. 
 
The earliest references to the appointed of Deacons in 
the modern sense, seems to have come from Ireland. 
They are named in the famous St. John’s Day procession 
at Youghal, in January 1743-4. They appear in the 1744 
minutes of the Lodge of Lurgan, and in a funeral 
procession the following year. The Grand Secretary of the 
Ancients, Dermott, states that he had served the offices 
of J.D. and S.D. (and those of the Wardens) prior to his 
installation as Master in 1746, and it was probably from 
Ireland that the Antient Grand Lodge adopted the 
practice of appointing Deacons.  
 
In 1809, the Lodge of Promulgation, in preparation for 
the Union of the rival Grand Lodge, resolved, ’that 
Deacons be  recommended’. This was only one of several 
measures for the standardisation, that was taken at that 
time. In the Minutes of the Old Dundee Lodge No 18, 
dated 1810, ’The Master reported that 2 New Officers are 
necessary to carry the new alterations into effect, and 
they are to be named, ’Deacons’, and the R.W. Master 
then appointed….a S.D. and a J.D. and ordered jewels for 
them in the design of ’Mercury, the messenger of the 
Gods. Not the modern ’Dove and Olive branch.          
The Freemasons at Work by Harry Carr. 



THE HOUSE ESTABLISHED FOREVER 
 
In the Emulation ceremonies, 
known as “The Perfect 
Ceremonies”, it boldly affirms, 
“that GOD said, in strength, I 
will establish this mine house 
forever.” But in our own ritual, 
it is a bit more cautious in its 
statement, ’that according to 
our traditions, God said, etc.” Thorne’s ritual refers to it as, 
“to a passage in scripture wherein God declared, In strength, 
shall this mine house be established.”  
Richardson’s Monitor has it as, “A passage in scripture 
wherein God has declared in His Word, ‘In strength shall this 
mine house be established.’ 
The Carlyle Manual refers to it as, “For God said, ’In strength 
will I establish this mine house to stand firm for ever.’  
Other excerpts could be gleaned, but from the foregoing, it is 
perfectly clear that in the course of our ceremonies, the point 
is emphasised, that, T.G.A.O.T.U. has made the promise to 
strongly establish His house, that it will stand for all time. 
Notice is drawn to this tradition in connection with certain 
adornments to King Solomon’s Temple, the terms of the 
statement are generally thought to apply to that edifice, and, 
further, because that Temple was so soon to be destroyed, 
that the accuracy of the tradition is called in question or 
summarily dismissed from consideration as irreconcilable 
with fact. 
No where in the Volume of the Sacred Law, is such an 
unconditional promise made, by the Great Architect of the 
Universe, to King Solomon, regarding the Temple that he 
built, but there is a distinct, and emphatic assurance, that 
God himself would build David a ’house’ and that, that 
’house’ should be ’established for ever.’ The prophet Nathan, 
in speaking to King David, (I. Chron., XVII., 10) said: 
“Furthermore, I tell thee, that the Lord will build thee an 
house.”   And in II Sam., VII., 16: it reads, “And thine house 
and thy Kingdom shall be established  for ever before thee; 
thy Throne shall be established for ever.” 
David, in offering prayer to God after that promise made 
through Nathan, (verse 23) uses these words: “Therefore, 
now, Lord, let the thing that Thou has spoken concerning Thy 
servant and concerning his house, be established for ever.” 
The ‘building’ of this house of David’s, and its establishment 
for ever, is repeated in other parts of the Bible. Again after 
the death of Solomon, and when the Kingdom was split into 
two Kingdoms, the Kingdom of Judah and the Kingdom of 
Israel, Ahijah publicly declared: “Ought ye not to know that 
the Lord God of Israel gave the Kingdom over Israel to David 
for ever, to him and to his sons by a covenant of salt.”  
So it seems reasonable to presume that the Masonic tradition 
really refers to the House of David, built by the Grand 
Architect himself, the Supreme M.M., and not to the man-
made Temple of King Solomon. Freemasonry then, has 
incorporated this tradition in its fabric and brought it down 
through the ages with perchance, other traditions not so 
readily apparent, and the delver into the arena of the Order 
will be curious to ascertain more about this house that is to 
stand firm for ever. 
The New Zealand Craftsman 1928      

 
The 38th Annual Communication of The Grand Lodge of 
New Zealand was held on Wednesday 30th of 
November 1927. M.W. Bro. His Excellency General Sir 
Charles Ferguson Bart was re-elected as the Grand 
Master of New Zealand. M.W. Bro T Ross was elect as 
Pro Grand Master.  
There were 288 active lodges with an approximate 
membership of 25,579 Freemasons. The Provincial 
Grand Master for the Auckland Province was M.W. Bro 
Oliver  Nicholson. The Province of Auckland, covered 
the area from Cape Regina to Taupo, and had a total of 
74 Lodges. The furthest in the North being Lodge 
Mangonui No 78 in the North, Lodge Nau Mai No 179, 
South in Taumarunui, Lodge Uawa No 232 at Tolaga Bay 
in the East and Lodge Karioi No 165 in the West.    
Look at where we are today! Is this progress? 

MASONIC MEMBERSHIP 
(abridged) 

 
A question we have all asked ourselves many times over, 
and no doubt have never been able to answer it. And that 
is, ‘why so many men maintain their Masonic membership, 
and regularly pay their dues, but are never, or very seldom 
seen in the lodge room.’ Is it a tendency for those to ally 
themselves with those influences in the world, which are 
strong and which will bring them prestige. Is it a sort of 
personal vanity which possesses all of us and which makes 
us want to be seen in good company. This may perhaps be 
one of several reasons why so many men continue their 
Masonic membership and choose not to remain active in 
the lodge. Excuses can be very easily made for non 
attendance’s, and in general, it is the fact, that the member 
wishes to remain a Freemason because of the status and 
distinction it portrays on him in his private life. 
There are on the rolls of every lodge, names of members 
who are practically unknown to the present and current 
members, and some of these brethren have sound reasons 
for not attending. Age is one of the main contributing 
factors, and by this, we cannot condemn these members 
for not appearing in the lodge, but we can question the 
younger generation of members and ask, ‘what is the 
problem, why don’t you attend?’  
This is where the lodge, and by this I mean the members of 
the lodge, need to be asking the question, ‘how do we 
renew their interest.’  
There are several ways this can be done, and the most 
practical one is, ask them what they most desire, and then 
get them involved, by using their personal talents. This 
could be as the Chaplain, the Organist, the Secretary, the 
Treasure, the Almoner, the social convener or whatever.  
They may well be interested in presenting educational 
papers to the lodge once in a while, but the main point is, 
’getting them involved.’ If you don’t get them involved, 
them you won’t get them back into the lodge.  
The New Zealand Craftsman 1941     

The best help is not to bear the troubles of others for 
them, but to inspire them with courage and energy to 
bear their burdens for themselves and meet the 
difficulties of life, bravely.—Lord Avebury  


