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CONTRIBUTE TO THE GRAND MASTERS RELIEF FUND. CLICK HERE

http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/docs/MarkWingertoBrethrenChristchurch.pdf
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Learning is a Treasure That Will 
Follow it’s Owner Everywhere

Chinese Proverb.

 
Notes: 

1.  This newsletter is distributed free of charge.
2.  To subscribe or unsubscribe send an e-mail to the   
 Editor
3.  Letters to the Editor and other contributions are   
 welcome. Send an e-mail to the Editor.
4.  The views expressed in this newsletter are those of   
	 the	contributors	only	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the		
	 official	policy	or	position	of	Freemasons	New	Zealand		
 or any other agency, organisation, employer or   
 company.
5.		 Unless	specifically	named,	articles	in	this	newsletter			
 do not refer to any person living or dead.

© W.Bro John MacDonald 2019

Some Must Reads
Giuseppe Garibaldi, 
the Great Italian Liberator, 
was Grand Master of Italy 
who also held the title of 
"First Italian Freemason." 

During World War II, 
Italy's dictator Benito 
Mussolini removed all 
Masonic references from 

the great monument to Garibaldi in Rome, replacing 
them with Fascist symbols. After the war, authorities 
replaced the propaganda on the monument with the 
original Masonic pieces.

The placement of the monument gave rise to several 
politic interpretations, as it was  inaugurated in the 
period when relationships between the Kingdom of 
Italy and the Holy See were still suspended. The 
official version declared that the Hero directs his own 
glance to the Vatican. After the Lateran Treaty in 1929, 
the statue was turned to Janiculum for want of Vatican 
itself. A very popular Roman legend underlines that, in 
this way, now the horse offers its back 
to the Holy See

MASONIC COIN AS LEGAL TENDER

In 1794 a Masonic token was minted in honor of the 
Prince of Wales in England. A son of George III, he 
later became George the IV. 

From 1790 to 1813 he served the Grand Lodge of 
England (Moderns) as Grand Master. 

The ordinator of the coin was Brother James Sketchley 
of Birmingham who created the coin to commemorate 
the election of the Prince as Grand Master. These 
coins were so superior in their copper content that 
they readily became tender. In 1817 they they were 
withdrawn from circulation by government order. 

"An early Resistance group in Europe {during World War II} 
was founded by five Masons. This body, "Resistance," soon 
merged with "Liberation." The organization thus formed 
succeeded in contacting London after ascertaining that 
there were Masons in the London broadcasting station, the 
broadcasts of which began with the motto "Liberty, Equality, 
Fraternity."  

A Brother Roig succeeded in contacting London through 
Englishmen who escaped. This liaison was effected as the 
result of the visit of a Canadian aviator. Unfortunately, Brother 
Roig was arrested, imprisoned at Fresnes, and shot ten weeks 
later. However, the work was well under way. 

New Brethren joined the movement and the organization 
took the name of C.A.M. (Masonic Action Committee. 
This committee worked air both a patriotic and a Masonic 
organization. The patriotic section chose for its name "Patriam 
recuperare" and had a paper, The New Republic. 

Valuable information on the location of troops and the sites of 
the ramps from which the V-1 bombs were launched, as well 
as the memoirs of Paul Reynaud, were sent to London. One 
Brother succeeded in joining General De Gaulle at Algiers. 
Information was furnished concerning the German counter-
espionage. Work was done towards the organization of a 
secret army in Paris. Shelter was given to numerous escapees 
and parachutists." - 

From the May, 1946 Philalethes Society Magazine

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=Letter%20to%20the%20Editor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monument_to_Garibaldi_%28Rome%29
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http://www.themasons.org.nz/forms/member_update/member_update.php
https://www.freemasons.org.nz/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/submitworking.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/monthlyreport/lodge_meeting.html
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/requestdispensation.php
http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures.html
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What's Happened in Northland Recently

New District Grand Superintendent for Royal Arch Masonry.

Perhaps best know in Northland as "Stan's Van" owner RE Companion Stan Kerr was installed as 
District Grand Superintendent, Northland, at an imposing ceremony in Hamilton on Saturday 9th March. 
He and wife Barbara together with a number of other Grand Chapter Companions travelled down from 
Northland for the Grand Convocation which saw ME Comp Graham Redman installed as the new First 
Grand Principal.

RE Comp Stan made a dramatic start to his term when travelling down in the van to the Kaipara Mahurangi 
Royal Arch Chapter meeting on Thursday 28th March he nonchalantly turned to the passengers and 
announced that he intended to make this an official Grand Chapter Visit to the Chapter. Fortunately there 
were some very experienced Grand Chapter Officers in the van, who took it in their stride and RE Comp 
Stan was welcomed on his first official visit to a Chapter since taking office.

With 3 New Zealand Chapters, and two Cryptic Councils, plus the English Constitution having a Mark 
Lodge, and two Royal Arch Chapters, in the District, RE Comp Stan and his wife Barbara will be 
welcomed around the District by all.

Just in case you are wondering - the Northland "Masonic Van" will continue to operate as in the past.

We wish RE Comp. Stan Kerr a very happy and successful term of office.

RE Companion Stan Kerr

Lodge Hatea No 431 Recognises 50 Years of Service to Freemasonry
On Monday 25th March, Bro Owen Mitchell and his wife, Myra, celebrated 50 years of Freemasonry in the Whangarei Masonic Centre with 
Brethren, Ladies and friends for company.

Brother Owen was initiated into the Craft at Lodge Ruawai No 207 on 5 March 1969, Passed on the 4th June 1969, and Raised on the 1st October 
1969. He joined Lodge Hatea No 431 in 1977 and resigned from Lodge Ruawai No 207 in 1978.

He was presented with his certificate by the District Grand Master, VW. Bro Kevin Burch who thanked him for his long service to the Craft. His jewel 
was presented by W.Bro Grahame Richards R.H. P.M. Lodge Hatea No 431, who shared memories going back many years witht the Brethren 
and visitors.

Thanks to W.Bro Tom Grey, PM for the photos of this event.

VW.Bro Kevin Burch, District Grand Master, 
Presents  Bro Owen Mitchell with his 
50 year Certificate & Service History

Bro Owen Mitchell is presented 
with his 50 year Service Badge 

by W.Bro Grahame Richards 
R.H. PM, Lodge Hatea No 431

The 50 Year Service Badge
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Kaitaia Knights Templar No 17 - Temple Degree.
On Tuesday 26th March, using the Scottish Ritual, Brother Knight Robert Goodhue was admitted to the the Kaitaia Preceptory No.17 in time 
honoured form. The Preceptory meets in Kaikohe 5 times a year and has its Installation in September.

There are two degrees that a new Knight passes through - the Temple Degree and the Knights of Malta or the Order of Knights of Malta, or the 
Ancient and Masonic Order of St John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta. Both of these are steeped in history. A 2nd Temple Degree 
is to be conducted at the next regular meeting in June with a double Malta Degree at the end of the year.

We wish Bro Knight Robert many happy and enjoyable years with the United Great Priory in New Zealand.

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80
Thursday 28th March was a busy regular meeting for the Chapter which meets in Warkworth for a dayligh meeting. 

The chapter tyled at 11.00am and then, as previously reported, welcomed the new Grand Superintendent Northland, RE Comp Stan Kerr who 
was received in due form. 

The work of the morning was a digital presentation of the Mark Master Mason Tracing Board by Ex Comp John MacDonald. This was a first for 
the Chapter and is possibly a first for most of New Zealand. One advantage of using technology to present the Tracing Board is that it is possible 
to get a “close up” of key features which are almost hidden in a standard sized Tracing Board as well as “add in” pictures of other ritual content 
which makes for a more enjoyable experience for both new and experienced Mark Master Masons. “I guess you could say we have been 
Digitially Marked” quipped John after answering some questions. The 1st Principal has asked for a similar digitisation of the Royal Arch Tracing 
Board to be presented later in the year.

The Brethren awake and attentive at the Digital presentation of the Mark Master Mason’s Tracing Board at the 
Kaipara Mahruangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80  meeting in Warkworth on the 28th March 2019

Two Variants Of The 
Mark Master Mason 

Tracing Board
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Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80

The afternoon of Thursday 28th March was the regular meeting of the Mahurangi Crypic Council No 80 which meets in Warkworth for an 
afternoon meeting after the Royal Arch Chapter Meeting 4 times a year. This is one of only two Cryptic Councils in Northland.

The Council tyled at 1.00pm and then welcomed the new Grand Superintendent Northland, RE Comp Stan Kerr who was received in due form. 

The work of the afternoon was the presentation of Certicates which had been delayed due to Companions not being available on the due date. 

It is interesting to note that the Crypic Degrees (of which there are four worked in New Zealand) were of little interest to the Craft in the early 
days and it was not until nearly 20 years of the formation of Royal Arch Freemasonry in 1743 that in the United States, the degree or Royal 
Master was worked in the Eastern States and the degree of Select master was worked in the Western States. Initially they were conferred 
and worked as part of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. The ceremonies of the Select and Royal Master’s Degrees are supposed to be 
celebrated in the presence of persons in high authority and confidence at the Court of King Solomon.

Membership of a Cryptic Council is open to Royal Arch Freemasons who must also be active members of a Craft Lodge. See the last page in 
this newsleetter for contact details of the two Councils in Northland.

Peter Copeman is presented with his certificate as 
Thrice Illustrious Master for the year 2017 - 2018 
by the District Grand Superinendent Stan Kerr

Ron Teague is presented with his 
Past  Thrice Illustrious Masters Breast Jewel by

by the Past District Grand Superinendent 
Dave Starr
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Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169 “Thank You” Night
A surprise visitor to the “Thank You” night on Thursday March 21st,  was W.Bro Gordon Smart, a Past Master of Lodge Wellsford No 306.  He 
now lives in Christchurch but commutes between Christchurch and Whangarei where is daughters live. He presented the Lodge with his Wellsford 
Lodge, Past Master’s jewel. This will be hung with pride in the archive space under construction in the reception area at the rear of the Lodge. The 
Master, W.Bro John MacDonald, thanked him for this kind gesture. W.Bro Smart is now a member of Cargill Kilwinning Ldoge 632 S.C

The major work of the evening was a short paper presented by Mrs Elizabeth Rogerson on the tremendous effort that she and W.Bro Graham 
Rogerson, the Lodge Secretary, have put into archiving and digitizing the Lodge History. Being a merged Lodge there are literally thousands of bits 
of paper, fading portraits in oaken frames, and boxes of photos that have been gone through to compile individual photo albums containing photos 
of the Past Masters (and their Installation Programs) from the Marsden Lodge No 169 (consecrated on 13th January 1910) during its more than 
100 years of life in Maungaturoto, as well as similar quantities of history from the daughter Lodge, Wellsford No 306, which was consecrated on 
14th March 1935.  The merged Lodge (2013) is already accumulating a lot of material which will need to find a permanent home. Offers welcome.

The 26 Brethren and visitors  who attended, were entertained further with a PowerPoint show of all the Masters and Installation programs that have 
been “discovered” to date. This is a “work in progress” and any support from Brethren or families with photos or other memorabilia will be thankfully 
received. An approach to National Office will be made in due course to see what bits and pieces are filed away down in Wellington

At the conclusion of the presentation the Master, E.Bro John MacDonald presented W.Bro Graham Rogerson with a Secretary’s Breast Jewel 
in recognition of his work in this office over many years. Mrs Elizabeth was presented with an inscribed silver brooch for her contributions to the 
Lodge(s) over a similar number of years. Thanks to Bro Andy Bryenton for taking the photo’s. Brethren and ladies enjoyed a supper prepared at 
the Wellsford RSA. After the usual Masonic Toasts and replies, the long drive home for many began.

The Master. W.Bro John MacDonald, thanks 
W.Bro Gordon Smart, P.M. Lodge Wellsford No 306, 

for the Past Masters Jewel he presented to the Lodge.

Mrs Elizabeth Rogerson explains the efforts to 
archive the merged Lodges records and photos 

to date. Work in progess she said!.

The Master. W.Bro John MacDonald, presents 
W.Bro Graham Rogerson, PGS, with his Secretary’s 

Breast Jewel to recognise many years of service.

W.Bro Graham Rogerson, kisses his wife, Elizabeth, 
after pinning the appreciation brooch, specially 

commissioned by the Lodge, to her collar.
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A Visit to the Bhagyanagar Masters Lodge No 326. Hyderabad India

W.Bro Brian Smith, P.M. Lodge Parahaki No 269 is renowned in the Northland District for his regular trips overseas and 
his love of the odd wee dram or two. More often than not these trips are to the South Pacific however this particular trip 
in February 2019 was to India. 

While there he paid a fraternal visit to 
the Installation Meeting of Bhagyanagar 
Masters Lodge No 326. Hyderabad India 
which meets under a charter issued by the 
Ancient and Honourable Fraternity of Free 
and Accepted Masons od India issued on 
the 10th October 2000 and consecrated 
on 18th October 2000. The Lodge has 65 
subscribing members. 

The meeting was held in the Goshamal 
Baradari Masonic Building in Hyderabad. 
on Friday 8th March which tyled at 6.30pm. 

The following photo’s show a number of 
interesting items which are not seen in 
a New Zealand Lodges  including the 5 

Volumes of the Sacred Law in front of the Master. In the list of officers of the Lodge there are 5 positions listed as Bearer 
of the Volume of the Sacred Law which reflects the religious diversity of the Craft in India.

The Craft Ritual is similar in many respects to that 
used in New Zealand however the words delivered in 
the explanation of the Tracing Boards of the three Craft 
Degrees would not be recognised by most of us.

The Brethren Gathered W.Bro Brian Smith. P.M. in the Masters Station. 
Note the 5 VSL’s on the table in front of him

The “Little Black Ritual Book”

The 2nd Degree Tracing Board 
as shown in the Craft Book of 

Ritual 
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What's Coming Up In the North

Create A Printable Calendar of Craft Lodges On The Web

Your Northern Division Website Team Are Here To Help

028 258 85111

Contact Us If You Need A Hand Or Want To Contribute

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27
Tuesday 2 April 7.30pm
Whangarei Masonic Centre
To Exalt Bro Allan Halvorson

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71
Wednesday 3 April 7.30pm
Kaikohe Lodge Rooms
T.B.A.

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80
Thursday 25th April 11.00am 
Rodney Lodge Warkworth
Public Holiday so check.

B.O.I Cryptic No 65 
Monday 29th April 7.30 pm 
Whangarei Masonic Centre

Mahurangi No 80 Cryptic Council
No	Meeting

Whangarei Rose Croix No 45
No	Meeting

Kaitaia Knights Templar No 17
No	Meeting

Northland Conclave No 7
No	Meeting

Concorde Mark No 580 EC
No	Meeting

St George Royal Arch Chapter No 1801 EC
Wednesday 3rd April 2019 
Whangarei Masonic Centre 
Business and Installation practice 

Zealandia Royal Arch Chapter No 2072 EC
No	Meeting

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
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Great Reads Including: 

* Disbanding of Masonic Education 
Committee	under	New	Strategic	Plan 

* Check out the Archives 

* Offer to Keep the Blog alive

Click Here To Donate Online

A “Did You Know That” for April

The Craft Masonry Education Website for all Freemasons in New Zealand

VW. Bro  
George Allan

From the Research Lodge of Otago, No. 161. 
November, 1988

How many times has it been said that we learn and dictate our ritual without really knowing what we say.  Likewise, when it comes to the Odes we 
sing, how many of us really do note the words or even wonder how they originated.

I now present to you the story behind one of one of the most frequently used final Odes.  To do so I would like you to turn your minds to the real 
game of football . . . .  yes, . . . Soccer.

The F.A. Cup Final at Wembly in April 1927 went down in the record books as the one and only time that the coveted football trophy has ever 
been won by a non-English club, for Arsenal lost to the Welsh side Cardiff City by the only goal of the match.  But the occasion was noteworthy for 
another reason that started a tradition which has continued to the present time.

In those distant days, long before the advent of soccer hooliganism, the crowds attending football matches were all well-behaved despite their 
enthusiasm, and it came as no surprise when King George V decided to confer royal patronage on the sport by attending the Cup Final himself. 
To entertain the 100,000 spectators prior to the match, the organizers had arranged a programme of community singing   . . . . British songs for 
British people.  Included in the list of favourites for the first time was a hymn which the King was known to love, ever since he’d heard Dame Clara 
Butt sing it many years before . . . . .    ABIDE WITH ME.

Until then, most people had thought of it mainly in connection with funerals and sombre occasions.  But the poignant words and haunting tune, 
which the King himself joined in singing with the massive crowd, proved such a popular choice that it has been 
sung at Cup Finals ever since.  Nowadays, it is heard by the greater audience of 20million all over the world who 
watch the Final on television.  Indeed, no other hymn can claim quite the same universal appeal, cutting  as it does 
across all denominational lines.

Yet although the hymn has been a comfort and consolation to Christians for more than 150 years it took only an 
hour for a Devon parson to write the words, and a mere ten minutes for a music teacher to compose the tune. The 
hymn’s writer was Henry Francis Lyte, born at Ednam, a village near Kelso on the Scottish border, in June 1793, 
the younger son of a military officer who was descended from a long line of English village squires, the Lytes of 
Lytes Cary in Somerset.

In common with most Service families the children went to school wherever the father was posted. That is how 
Henry and his less scholarly brother Thomas came to attend a boarding school at Enniskillen, Northern Ireland.  
Henry proved to be such a brilliant pupil that, after three years at the school, the headmaster kept him on free of 
charge.  A scholarship to trinity College, Dublin resulted and young Henry - a frail young fellow - began reading 
medicine, but later gave it up to try for Holy Orders.

Rev H. F Lyte

https://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/donate/june-appeal-2018/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/education.php
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Thinking of Printing This Newsletter? Don’t!

Several readers have complained about the length of the newsletter and how long it takes to print it out on their inkjet printer. The cost of 
cartridges is also a common theme in the e-mails that come in. 

Lets clear up a misconception shall we? This newsletter is designed to be read only on a computer screen, laptop or tablet. It is not designed to 
be printed out in full. All the links to external websites and articles are meaningless on a printed page. So forget the printing!

If you want to print an article then that is quite a different story. You can do this by noting the page numbers of the article on a piece of paper or 
in your head and then print only those pages. 

To do this DO NOT USE THE PRINT ICON. Hold down the CTRL key and press the P key at the same time. This will bring up a 
window that looks like this: (Works in most programs by the way and even on a MAC.) You can also access the from the Print command in the 
File Menu in many programs.
 

Don’t worry about all the choices - the only one most people want to use is the “Page Range” 

Notice how the default is “All”? If you now click the OK button your whole document will print out. All 25 odd pages of it.

You have two other choices however - Current Page and Pages.

If you only want to print the page that you are looking at then choose Current Page and click the OK button. 

If you want to print multiple page then uses the “Pages” option. Make sure that you type your selection exactly as shown. For example if you 
want to print pages one and three then enter 1, 3,. If you want to print a sequential selection then type the numbers in as shown 5-12. No 
spaces. Then click the OK button.

How about that for a time and cost saving tip?
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Business Ads for Masonic Businesses

Cocurullo Masonic Supplies

Blue Lodge NZ$
Entered Apprentice Apron 30.00
Fellowcraft	Apron 40.00
Master Mason Apron 60.00
Masters Apron 80.00
White Gloves (pair) 10.00
Blue Collar 30.00
Master and Warden Cuffs (pair) 50.00

Royal Arch
Apron and Sash 75.00
Collar 30.00

Other Orders
Secret Monitor Sash 60.00

Other Items
Sprig of Acacia Pin 3.00
Sprig of Acacia Pins (2) 5.00
Red Poppy with Square & Compasses 3.00
Red Poppy with Square & Compasses (2) 5.00

Phone (09) 438 8834 or E-mail Vince: fm@cocurullo.co.nz

Need A Ride To A Masonic Function?

Book the Van. Seats 11 People

Phone: (09) 434 0285

Mobile: 027 641 9906

E-mail: stansvan@xtra.co.nz
Barbara & Stan

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TODAY

mailto:fm%40cocurullo.co.nz?subject=
mailto:stansvan%40xtra.co.nz?subject=Van%20Please
https://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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The Craft Lodge Education Pages

The Masonic Cypher

Our Masonic Tracing Boards provide a rich tapestry of symbolism and allegory. English designed Tracing Board's, including those designed by 
Bro. Cole, Bro. John Browne, Bro. Jacob, Bro. Josiah Bowring and probably the most frequently used are those designed by of Bro. John Harris 
in the mid 1840's are seen not only in our New Zealand Lodges but around the English speaking world.

Our modem Masonic Tracing Boards evolved sequentially from the Floor Drawings, Floor Cloths, Floor Boards/Trestle Boards of earliest 
Freemasonry. Rhe Tracing Boards and their forerunners, by medium of the symbols displayed thereon, together with the Lectures, were the main 
medium by which the teachings of Freemasonry were disseminated from the earliest days to Brethren many of whom could neither read nor write.

Surprisingly in the United Grand Lodge of England any person could, if he had the ability and wished to do so, design his own Tracing Board 
depicting the symbols and representations relating to the particular degree, provided the fundamental principle was observed, and that the secrets 
of each degree remain as such.

Several of the Tracing Boards that we see displayed in Blue and Mark Lodges in particular also contain references to a Masonic Cipher or Cypher 
in the ritual associated with the Tracing Board

For centuries, kings, queens and generals have relied on efficient communication in order to govern their countries and command their armies. At 
the same time, they have all been aware of the consequences of their messages falling into the wrong hands, revealing precious secrets to rival 
nations and betraying vital information to opposing forces. It was the threat of enemy interception that motivated the development of codes and 
ciphers: techniques for disguising a message so that only the intended recipient can read it.

The desire for secrecy has meant that nations have operated code-making departments, which were responsible for ensuring the security of 
communications by inventing and implementing the best possible codes. At the same time, enemy code-breakers have attempted to break these 
codes and steal secrets.

The history of codes and ciphers is the story of the centuries-old battle between code-makers and code-breakers, an intellectual arms race that 
has had a dramatic impact on the course of history.

The Alberti Cipher Disk described by Leon Battista Alberti in his treatise De Cifris embodies 
the first example of polyalphabetic substitution with mixed alphabets and variable period. 
This device, called Formula, was made up of two concentric disks, attached by a common 
pin, which could rotate one with respect to the other. The larger one is called Stabilis 
[stationary or fixed], the smaller one is called Mobilis [movable]. The circumference of 
each disk is divided into 24 equal cells. 

The outer ring contains one uppercase alphabet for plaintext and the inner ring has a 
lowercase mixed alphabet for cipher text. The outer ring also includes the numbers 1 
to 4 for the super encipherment of a codebook containing 336 phrases with assigned 
numerical values.

This is a very effective method of concealing the code-numbers, since their equivalents 
cannot be distinguished from the other garbled letters. The sliding of the alphabets is 
controlled by key letters included in the body of the cryptogram. 

The Masonic Cipher.

The Masonic Cipher also know as PigPen cipher is a simpler geometric simple 
substitution cipher, which exchanges letters for symbols which are fragments of 
a grid. The example key shows one way the letters can be assigned to the grid. 
Freemasons have long used ciphers to encrypt their ceremonies and messages, 
to write correspondence, send messages to one another, or keep records. It is 
seldom used today, but remains a part of our lesser known history none the less.

A typical simple cipher grid is shown here with the word MASON enciphered 
using the shapes corresponding to the letter location in the grids or Cross of St 
Andrew. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberti_cipher
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Another variant of this is the "Templar" cipher. This is a method claimed to have been used by the Knights Templar. It uses a variant of a Maltese 
Cross as shown. A little more complicated perhaps?

Once again, a communication encoded using this cipher, has only the symbol - not the character as well. Someone truly familiar with either of these 
codes would not need a picture in front of them for decoding. 

Here is a date Anno Domini (A.D.) 2019 which becomes Anno Lucis (A.L.) 6019 (Masonic Date) shown using the Masonic Cipher.

AL 6019 = A L 6019 (in Masonic cipher).

Masonic Lodge = Masonic Lodge (in Masonic cipher).
You can download a true type font (fam-code) for your computer which enables you to type the appropriate characters for encoding a document or 
letter. Upper and lower case character work as shown in the example of Masonic Lodge. For decoding use the grid shown above. 

There are also a number of Masonic symbols in this font apart from the cipher. Click the Read More button to see these.

The easiest way to insert these into your document is to read the number against the symbol, hold down the ALT key and using the numeric keypad 
type the number. Release the ALT key and presto. Symbol appears in your text.

Here is an example. 

Î= ALT+0206 (numeric keypad only and ignore the plus sign)

Try it and see for yourself how it works. Click to place you insertion point, select the fam-code font after you have installed it, hold down the ALT 
key and type 0206 using the numeric keypad - not the numbers at the top of the keyboard.

The symbols particularly are also useful for Installation programs etc. Have a bit of fun with this font. Enjoy!

https://www.dafont.com/fam-code.font%0D
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Royal Arch Masonry Education Pages

Published by the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Zealand. 11 August 2014

Royal Arch History.

RE Comp Des Stuck GLec

(Please note, this document has been electronically converted to text from a pdf original. There may be some errors 
which were generated during the scanning and character recognition which I have not picked up and corrected. Please 
accept my apologies if you find some. Webmaster.)

There is no part of sacred history, except perhaps the account of the construction of the Temple, which should be more interesting to the advanced 
mason than that which relates to the destruction of Jerusalem, the captivity of the Jews at Babylon, and the subsequent restoration under Cyrus 
for the purpose of rebuilding "the house of the Lord". Intimately connected, as the events which are commemorated in this period are, with the 
organisation of the Royal Arch degree, it is impossible that any mason that has been exalted to that degree, can thoroughly understand the nature 
and bearing of the secrets with which he has been entrusted, unless he shall have devoted some portion of time to the study of the historical 
incidents to which these secrets refer.

The History of the Jewish People from the death of Solomon to the final destruction of the temple was one continued series of civil dissensions 
among themselves, and of revolts in government and apostasies in religion. No sooner had Rehoboam, the son and successor of Solomon, 
ascended the throne, than his harsh and tyrannical conduct so incensed the people that ten of the tribes revolted from his authority, and placing 
themselves under the government of Jeroboam, the son of Neb at, formed the separate kingdom of Israel, while Rehoboam continued to rule over 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, which henceforth constituted the kingdom of Israel, whose capital remained at Jerusalem. From thenceforward 
the history of Palestine becomes two-fold. The ten revolting tribes which constituted the Israelitish monarchy, soon formed a schismatic religion, 
which eventually terminated in idolatry, and caused their final ruin and dispersion. But the two remaining tribes proved hardly more faithful to the 
God of their fathers, and carried their idolatry to such an extent, that at length there was scarcely a town in all Judea that did not have its tutelary 
deity borrowed from the gods of its pagan neighbours. Even in Jerusalem, the "holy city," the prophet Jeremiah tells us that altars were set up to 
Baal. Israel was the first to receive its punishment for this career of wickedness, and the ten tribes were carried into captivity from which they never 
returned. As a nation, they have been stricken from the roll of history.

The destruction of the ten tribes by no means impeded the progress of the other two towards idolatry and licentiousness, Judah and Benjamin, 
however, were never without a line of prophets, priests and holy men, whose teachings and exhortations sometimes brought the apostate Jews 
back to their first allegiance, and for a brief period restored the belief in one God the Creator.

Among these bright but transitory intervals of regeneration, we read of the pious reign of the good King Josiah, during which the altars of idolatry 
throughout his kingdom were destroyed, the temple was repaired, and its regular services were restored. It was in the prosecution of this laudable 
duty, that a copy of the Book of the Law, which had long been lost, was found in a crypt of the temple, and after having been publicly read to the 
priests, the levites and the people, it was again, by the direction of the prophetess Huldah, deposited in a secret place.

But not withstanding this fortuitous discovery of the Book of the Law, and not withstanding all the efforts of King Josiah to re-establish the worship 
of his fathers, the Jews were so attached to the practices of idolatry, that upon his death, being encouraged by his son and successor Jehoahaz, 
who was an impious monarch, they speedily returned to the adoration of pagan deities and the observance of pagan rites.

The forbearance of God was at last exhausted, and in the reign of this King Jehoahaz, the series of divine punishments commenced, which only 
terminated in the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of its inhabitants.

The instrument selected by the Deity for carrying out his designs in the chastisement of the idolatrous Jews was Nebuchadnezzar, king of the 
Chaldees, then reigning at Babylon: this monarch, and the country which he governed, played an important part in the series of events which are 
connected with the organisation of the Royal Arch degree.

Nebuchadnezzar was a warlike monarch, and during his reign was engaged in many contests for the increase of his power and the extension of his 
dominions. Among other nations who fell under his victorious arms, was Judea, whose King Jehoahaz, or as he was afterwards named Jehoiakim, 
was compelled to purchase peace by paying an annual tribute to his conquerors. Jehoiakim was subsequently slain by Nebuchadnezzar, and his 
son Jehoiachin ascended the throne of Israel. The oppression of the Babylonians still continued, and after a reign of three months, Jehoiachin was 
deposed by the King of the Chaldees, and his kingdom given to his uncle, Zedekiah, a monarch who is characterised by Josephus as "a despiser 
of justice and his duty."

It was in the reign of this ungodly sovereign that the incidents took place which are commemorated in the first part of the Royal Arch degree. Having 
repeatedly rebelled against the authority of the Babylonian King, to whose appointment he was indebted for his throne, Nebuchadnezzar took his 
army to Judea, and laid siege to Jerusalem, and after a severe struggle of eighteen months duration, captured it in 297 BC, followed 11 years later 
by it's complete devastation. Of the people- he slew the young men with the sword and had no compassion on young man or maiden, old man 
or him that stooped with age, and those that escaped the sword were carried away captive to Babylon. All the inhabitants of Jerusalem were not 
carried away captive however, it has been suggested that Nebuchadnezzar carried away only the principal inhabitants, the warriors and artisans 
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of every kind (which would, of course, include the masons), approximately 20,000 in all. He left behind the husbandmen, the labourers, and, in 
general, the poorer classes that constituted the great body of the people. Among the prisoners of distinction, Josephus mentions the high priest, 
Seraiah, and Zephaniah, the priest that was next to him, with the three rulers that guarded the temple, the eunuch that was over the armed men, 
seven friends of Zedekiah, his scribe and sixty other rulers. The captives may have had a certain amount of freedom when they reached Babylon 
but they certainly didn't on their forced march to that city. Masonic tradition informs us that the captive Jews were bound by their conquerors with 
triangular chains, and that this was done by the Chaldeans as an additional insult, because the Jewish masons were known to esteem the triangle 
as an emblem of the sacred name of God, and must have regarded its appropriation as a desecration of the Tetragrammaton.

When they reached Riblah, about 350km north-east of Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar commanded that Seraiah the high priest, and the rulers, to the 
amount of seventy, be put to death. They then continued their march to Babylon. You can imagine how these captives were feeling, their families 
decimated, their homes destroyed, all hope gone and being dragged to an uncertain future. Eventually they arrived at their destination–Babylon.
Babylon must have been an amazing sight for the struggling mass of deportees at the end of their 1600km forced march from Jerusalem. 
Approaching from the north along a bank of the Euphrates, they were led up a heavily fortified main road between high walls shimmering with 
blue glaze. (The famous blue tiles). Before them towered the massive Ishtar Gate. Through its bronze doors spread the fabled city of temples 
and gardens, topped by the Platform of Heaven and Earth, a seven-step 90m high ziggurat or terraced temple tower, inspiring the legend of the 
biblical tower of Babel. Babylon's importance derived from its location on fertile land at the confluence of major trade routes. Its riverfront bustled 
with shipping and the warehouses and temple granaries were filled with barley and wool. Groups of workmen toiled constantly to clear silt and 
reeds from irrigation channels linking the mighty rivers Euphrates and Tigris. Upstream, an artificial reservoir with a 64km perimeter ensured the 
city's water supply.

Notwithstanding the ignominious mode of their conveyance from Jerusalem, and the vindictiveness displayed by their conqueror in the destruction 
of their city and temple, they do not appear, on their arrival at Babylon, to have been subjected to any of the extreme rigours of slavery. They 
were distributed into various parts of the empire; some remaining in the city, while others were sent into the provinces. The latter probably 
distributed themselves to agricultural pursuits, while the former were engaged in commerce or in the labours of architecture. Anderson says, that 
Nebuchadnezzar, having applied himself to the design of finishing his buildings at Babylon, engaged therein all the able artists of Judea and other 
captives to join his own Chaldean Masons. They were permitted to retain their personal property, and even to purchase lands and erect houses. 
Their civil and religious government was not utterly destroyed, for they retained a regular succession of kings and high priests, one of each of 
whom returned with them, as will be seen hereafter, on their restoration. Some of the principal captives were advanced to offices of dignity and 
power in the royal palace, and were permitted to share in the councils of state. Their prophets of state, Daniel–(Daniel of course is the same Daniel 
as "Daniel in the lions den". He was captured and deported in 606BC. That is when the 70 years of captivity as foretold by the prophet Jeremiah 
commenced) - Daniel and Ezekiel, with their associates, preserved among their countrymen the pure doctrines of their religion, and taught that 
belief in the Divine Being which constituted the most important principle in Primitive Freemasonry, in opposition to the spurious system practised 
by their idolatrous conquerors. The people who adhered to the worship of God, and they were neither few nor insignificant, continued to meet in 
their schools, or lodges, for the undisturbed practice of their system of ethical Freemasonry, which they did not fail to propagate for their mutual 
consolation during this calamitous reverse of fortune and for the benefits of their descendants. We find in the Bible that Jeremiah counselled the 
Jewish people to: "Build ye houses and dwell in them; and plant ye gardens and eat the fruit of them; take ye wives and beget sons and daughters; 
and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may beget sons and daughters; that you may be increased there 
and not diminished ... and seek the peace of the city whither 1 have caused you to be carried away captive ... "

However a lot of the Jewish captives never forgot their native country as we find in Psalm 137;
"By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof 
For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying- Sing us one of the songs of 
Zion. How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land. If 1 forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember 
thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; If I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy. "

Their captivity continued until Babylon was captured by Cyrus, King of Persia in 538 BC. The King then issued the following proclamation;
"Thus saith Cyrus, King of Persia. All the Kingdoms of the earth hath the Lord God in heaven given me; and He hath charged me to build Him an 
house in Jerusalem which is in Judah. Who is there among of all His people? The Lord his God be with him and let him go up. "

At the same time he restored to them all the sacred vessels and precious ornaments of the first temple, which had been carried away by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and which were still in existence.

Because of the vastness of Cyrus' empire or rather those portions in which the Hebrews had been settled, through which the decree of Cyrus had 
to be made known, at least twelve months must be allowed for dissemination of the news and the necessary preparations for the return. It could 
not therefore have been until 536 B.C. that the first return of the Jews from exile took place.

It is understandable that fifty years after the last deportation not everyone would take advantage of this permission to return to the land of their 
fathers. In any case it was a risky business to leave the wealthy country of Babylon, where they had established themselves and where most of 
them had grown up, and set out on the difficult road back to the ruins of a ravaged land. Despite this, after a long preparation a caravan led by 
Sheshbazzar, (a Prince of the House of David) set out on the trail towards the homeland. The Old Testament gives no information about the size 
of the returning group but it is thought to have been about 20,000 neither do we have any information about the difficulties they experienced on 
their trek.As you can imagine, to provision and house such a party for approximately four months in a strange and sometimes hostile and desert 
land would be huge undertaking. Eventually the caravan arrived in the ruins of Jerusalem. They found the Temple still standing but in very poor 
condition. The altar was still in place and the people had continued to make sacrifices. The workers on the land were too poor trying to eke out a 
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subsistence while those with a little wealth had become accustomed to worshipping in the dilapidated Temple. The laying of the foundations was 
accompanied by great shouts of praise to the Lord. The priests blew their trumpets and the Levites sounded their cymbals. The noise of rejoicing 
was so great that the people of the surrounding countryside came and saw that the work had begun on the rebuilding. They asked for permission 
to join in the work. Their offer was spurned on the basis that Cyrus had restricted the work to the returning exiles. Thus rejected the neighbours 
became enemies and by various means the work was brought to a standstill. As Haggai stated, the time had not come that the Lord's House should 
be built. The people were far too preoccupied with their own troubles. Increasing the difficulties for the people there was a serious drought and the 
harvests had failed. So despite Cyrus' support, the first return in 536 BC was an abject failure.

In 522 BC Darius became king of Babylon and there is an account that after a evening of feasting and entertaining the commanders and governors 
from throughout his empire Darius retired to his bed. He woke shortly afterwards and started talking to his three bodyguards. He posed a question 
to each and promised as a prize "to him who should give the truest and most intelligent speech" purple garments to wear, gold cups to drink from, 
a gold bed to sleep on, plus much more. The three questions were: was wine the strongest thing; were kings the most powerful; or whether truth 
was strongest of all.

The first two guards discoursed at length on the first two topics then it was the turn of the third man who had added women to his theme The third 
speaker was Zerubbabel who concluded that women are the mightiest in the world but Truth prevails over all. The king was so impressed with 
this response that he "directed him to ask for something beyond what he himself had promised." Zerubbabel reminded the king of what he had 
promised to do if he obtained the throne. This was to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple of God there. The king was pleased with Zerubbabel's 
answer. The king then wrote to all his governors ordering them to escort Zerubbabel and those who were to go with him to build the Temple. Healso 
wrote to the rulers of Syria and Phoenicia ordering them to cut cedar from Lebanon and send it down to Jerusalem and to assist him to rebuild the 
city. He also decreed that all those captives returning to Judaea should be free.

Zerubbabel worked with Jeshua the son of Jehozadak the high priest, as joint leaders of the second assemblage to return to Jerusalem in 520 BC
According to the Book of Ezra 2: 64-67 "The whole congregation was forty-two thousand three hundred and sixty Jews plus seven thousand three 
hundred and thirty seven servants and maids including two hundred singing men and singing women. There were seven hundred and thirty six 
horses, two hundred and forty five mules, four hundred and thirty five camels, six thousand seven hundred and twenty asses."
It requires no great imagination to picture the long procession with its priests and singers, its porters, its women and children making its way up 
river by the banks of the mighty Euphrates.

On arrival at Jerusalem the returnees built fine homes for themselves and Haggai the Prophet berated the people for dwelling in their fine homes 
while the House of the Lord lay waste. Then Zerubbabel and Jeshua obeyed the voice of the Lord and with the "remnant of the people" came and 
worked on the Temple of God.

No sooner had the work of restoration commenced than Tattenai, governor of the territory to the west of the Jordan, enquired of them, what right did 
they have to rebuild the Temple and make the wall. He then wrote to Darius seeking direction as to what he should do. Tattenai made no attempt to 
stop the repair work but sought to clarify the legality of it. Darius wrote in reply stating that they had searched the royal records and had found the 
original decree of Cyrus and that he, Darius, directed, that the restoration be done "with speed". Darius instructed Tattenai and the other governors 
in Syria and Phoenicia not to interfere with the work. Indeed he directed them to provide Zerubbabel with bulls, rams and lambs as well as wheat, 
salt, wine and oil on a regular basis. Darius then uttered a threat that if anyone were to disobey or reject his orders a beam was to be taken down 
from his house and that he be hanged from it and his estate would be forfeited to the king.

If the people of Jerusalem had any notion of taking things more easily and slowly now that they had the full support of Darius they were mistaken. 
The Prophet Haggai had always been a source of great encouragement to the people. The Prophet Zechariah who was with Haggai in Jerusalem 
was also a source of strength with his visions intended to encourage the Israelites to complete the Temple. After a great deal of urging by the 
Prophet Haggai the "Second House of God" was finally completed and duly dedicated in 516 BC.

Thus Israel again had a religious centre where the traditions of King Solomon's Temple could be revived. But it was not a question of returning 
to the past. The Temple was a modest replacement for its predecessor and no longer the centre of Jewish worship. Israel was no longer an 
independent nation and the reconstruction of the Temple was only accomplished with major support and contributions from the Persian monarchy 
and prayers were offered up to them.

To conclude I quote:
"On the Southern slopes of a long range of hills, there still stands among the rough grass of the highlands, some 50km from Shiraz, in Southern 
Iran (Persia), a small unpretentious building. This is built in the form of a stone pavilion, where the body of Cyrus was laid to rest, after his death 
in 530 BC".

Above the entrance to the small chamber could at one time be read the following inscription:
"O man, whoever you are and whenever you come, For I know you will come.

I am Cyrus, who gave the Persians their Empire.
Do not grudge me this patch of earth that covers my body ... "

References:- Albert Mackey MD M.E.Comp. R Hepburn Ex Comp. A Cotow V.E.Comp. H E Kracke RE Comp. I.J. Nathan.
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Knights Templar Education Pages

Disclaimer: This article is written by the Editor of North News using information from publications and 
the Internet. It does not purport to represent the views of The United Great Priory in New Zealand or other 
Freemason’s Templar Orders worldwide.

After the Christchurch massacre on Friday 18th March there has been a tremendous amount of both media and 
social networking comment written about the Knights Templar and perceived links to extreme right political groups. 
As with all uninformed comment much is of a very general nature and should be treated with a high degree of 
scepticism. Unfortunately the Masonic Knights Templar members around the world are getting caught up in this 
and I have not been able to find any efforts to dispel the efforts of the Internet and other media “trolls” trying to 
get their 30 seconds of fame. These people have seemingly not bothered to fact check or get input from any 
authorised Masonic source.

So In this month’s article let us try to showcase the Masonic Knights Templar Order and dispel the myth that it 
claims to be a direct descendant of the original order of medieval Knights Templar’s which was founded to protect 
Christian pilgrims as they made their way to the Holy Land. The Holy Land is an area roughly located between 
the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea that also includes the Eastern Bank of the Jordan River. Traditionally, it is synonymous both with 
the biblical Land of Israel and with the region of Palestine. The Holy Land acts as a focal point for the pilgrimages of the Abrahamic religions of 
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Pilgrims visit the Holy Land to touch and see physical manifestations of their faith, confirm their beliefs in the holy 
context with collective excitation, and connect personally to the Holy Land.

By definition, a pilgrimage is a journey or search of moral or spiritual significance. Typically, it is made to a shrine or other location of importance to 
a person’s beliefs and faith. Many religions attach spiritual importance to particular places: the place of birth or death of founders or saints, or to the 
place of their “calling” or spiritual awakening, or of their connection (visual or verbal) with the divine, to locations where miracles were performed 
or witnessed, or locations where a deity is said to live or be “housed”, or any site that is seen to have special spiritual powers. Such sites may 
be commemorated with shrines or temples that devotees are encouraged to visit for their own spiritual benefit, to be healed, or have questions 
answered. or to achieve some other spiritual benefit. After Christian fighters captured Jerusalem during the First Crusade, groups of pilgrims from 
across Western Europe began visiting the Holy Land.  

In former times, and even today it was/is quite common for people to be struck down by disease during their pilgrimage. Groups of knights know 
as Hospitallers arose in the early 11th century, at the time of the great monastic reformation, as a group of individuals associated with an Amalfitan 
hospital in the Muristan district of Jerusalem, dedicated to John the Baptist and founded around 1023 by Gerard Thom to provide care for sick, 
poor or injured pilgrims coming to the Holy Land.

History records that pilgrims have frequently been attacked on their journey over the centuries as they carried or carry with them food, clothing, 
and other artefacts often made of precious metals, which have value to the citizens of villages and towns through which they pass. Attacks on 
pilgrims have also been, and are still today, made by groups of people who do not share the same faith as the people in the caravan heading to 
their holy site. 

Around 1118, a French knight named Hugues de Payens founded a military order devoted to protecting these pilgrims, calling it the Poor Knights 
of the Temple of King Solomon (later the Knights Templar). In 1129 the knights received the formal endorsement of the Catholic Church, and new 
recruits and lavish donations began pouring in from across Europe. Known for their austere code of conduct and signature style of dress (white 
habits emblazoned with a red cross), the Templars established new chapters throughout Western Europe. 

They developed a reputation as fierce warriors during the Crusades and set up a network of banks, gaining enormous financial sway. At the height 
of their influence, they boasted a sizable fleet of ships, owned the island of Cyprus and served as a primary lender to European monarchs and 
nobles.

Muslim soldiers retook Jerusalem and turned the tide of the Crusades in the late 12th century, forcing the Templar’s to relocate their base of 
operations to Paris. There, King Philip IV resolved to bring down the order. Some suggest that this was because the Templar’s had denied the 
indebted ruler additional loans. Whatever the reason, on October 13, 1307, scores of French Templar’s were arrested and brutally tortured until 
many confessed to false charges. Three years later, dozens were burned at the stake in Paris. Under pressure from King Philip, Pope Clement V 
reluctantly dissolved the Knights Templar in 1312.

While most historians agree that the Knights Templar fully disbanded 700 years ago, some people believe the order went underground and 
remains in existence to this day. In the 18th century, certain organizations, most notably the Freemasons, revived some of the medieval knights’ 
symbols and traditions and rule of living.

The earliest documented link between Freemasonry and the Crusades is the 1737 oration of the Chevalier Ramsay. This claimed that European 
Freemasonry came about from an interaction between crusader masons and the Knights Hospitaller. This is repeated in the earliest known 
“Moderns” ritual, the Berne manuscript, written in French between 1740 and 1744.
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In 1751 Baron Karl Gotthelf von Hund und Altengrotkau began the Order of Strict Observance, which ritual he claimed to have received from the 
reconstituted Templar Order in 1743 in Paris. He also claimed to have met two of the “unknown superiors” who directed all of masonry, one of 
whom was Prince Charles Edward Stuart. The order went into decline when he failed to produce any evidence to support his claims, and was 
wound up shortly after his death.

In 1779 the High Knights Templar of Ireland Lodge, Kilwinning, obtained a charter from Lodge Mother Kilwinning in Scotland. This lodge now began 
to grant dispensations to other lodges to confer the Knights Templar Degree. Some time around 1790 the Early Grand Encampment of Ireland 
was formed, which began to warrant Templar Lodges, and evolved into the Supreme Grand Encampment in 1836. The Early Grand Encampment 
chartered several Scottish “encampments” one of which, having been chartered in 1805 as the “Edinburgh Encampment No. 31”, then became 
the”Grand Assembly of Knights Templar in Edinburgh”. who then sought a charter from the Duke of Kent, Grand Master of the Order in England. It 
seems that the Templar degree had filtered into the lodges of the Antients from Ireland about 1780, and was recorded at York about the same time.

In the five degree system developed by the York Masons, the Knights Templar degree sat between the Master Mason and the Sublime Degree of 
Royal Arch.

Grand Conclave of England.

Templar masonry in England entered a new era in 1791, with the formation of its first Grand Conclave, with Thomas Dunckerley as Grand Master. 
At that time, there were eight known Templar encampments in England, the most senior being the Encampment of Redemption at York, and the 
Baldwyn encampment at Bristol, at whose request Dunckerley began his mission. Under his leadership, the number of encampments steadily 
grew until his death in 1795. Stasis then followed, until in 1805 their Royal Patron, Duke of Kent, became Grand Master himself, re-energising 
the societyand launching it into an era of growth and development. Dunckerley laid the foundation for this not only by promoting the order, but by 
standardising the ritual and insisting on proper record keeping. The Grand Conclave went into a period of decline between 1872 and 1895, when 
it was re-founded as the present day Great Priory of England and Wales.

The Masonic Knights Templar in New Zealand 
(From the Knights Templar New Zealand website 

Knight Templar Masonry first came to New Zealand when on 4 October 1869 the Chapter General of Scotland, (one of the two bodies which 
amalgamated in 1909 to form the Great Priory of Scotland), issued a Charter in response to the petition dated 8 June of that year of Robert 
Paterson, William Caldwell, J. Mills, John Campbell and J.S. Douglas. The Charter, in handwritten form and bearing only a crest for heading, 
constituted the ‘Priory of Otago’ to hold a chapter of the said Order in the province of Otago, naming Robert Paterson as ‘Prior of the Temple 
in Otago’. Robert Paterson was to become the first Knight Commander of the Temple in New Zealand and the Priory of Otago was the oldest 
Preceptory on the roll of the Great Priory of Scotland outside of its own shores.

Nothing followed for over a decade when, in Christchurch, The Royal Canterbury Preceptory No. 142 was formed under the Great Priory of 
England, somewhere about 1880 under warrant dated 20 November 1878. The only evidence of its time of founding is a copy of an old summons, 
dated 1882, and showing Dr. William Deamer as Eminent Preceptor. The Preceptory went into abeyance soon after but was re-constituted as 
No.246 in 1927.

The minute book still exists showing a Preceptory at Timaru, constituted on 27 February 1883 by Dr. Deamer, also under the Great Priory of 
England, titled Plantagenet No.150. Its life was to be very brief, its last meeting being recorded as 18 January 1884. Dr. Deamer became the first 
Provincial Prior for New Zealand, but his tenure must have been very short as his only two Preceptories had such short lives.

Probably because of the various problems associated with the founding of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, and many erstwhile Lodges and 
members losing their affiliations with the United Kingdom, there was no activity at all in founding any Christian Orders for two or three decades. 
During, and soon after the 1914-18 war, many joined Freemasonry, many new Lodges and Chapters were opened and it followed that, perhaps 
seeking further knowledge and advancement, some joined in forming new Preceptories.

The first flush of Preceptories were De Molay in Auckland and St. Augustine in Christchurch, both of which received Charters dated 11 March 
1921 and being petitioned for by nearly identical lists of Knights. Common to both were Ralph Valentine King who became the first Preceptor 
of De Molay; Sydney Clifton Bingham who became first Preceptor of St. Augustine; George Barclay, Grand Secretary of the Craft and with S. 
Clifton Bingham and George Russell very prominent in several Masonic Orders as well as in the Craft; Major Arthur Landsdell Gray who was 
involved in founding the Royal Order of Scotland in New Zealand; and Thomas Ross, Grand Master of the Craft at the time who took office in both 
Preceptories. De Molay was constituted on 9 May and St. Augustine on 10 August 1921.

Other Scottish Preceptories followed in Wellington (2), Nelson, and Blenheim in the twenties, materially promoted by George Russell who became 
District Grand Prior and received quite a name for ‘planting the Scottish thistle’. In 1927 Royal Canterbury was revived. None of its original 
members were involved in its new phase, its resurrection being promoted by William Thomas Charlewood who had assisted with the formation 
of St. Augustine. As a quid pro quo S. Clifton Bingham of St. Augustine, a past District Grand Seneschal, assisted with the opening of the revival 
of Royal Canterbury and, for his labours, was immediately after the opening of the new Preceptory elected a joining member, taking ‘an oath of 
allegiance’. This involvement with another Constitution did not please his Scottish superior in New Zealand, but defiantly he took office in the 
English Preceptory and subsequently, in 1930 became Provincial Prior for New Zealand, holding this office until his death in 1939.

https://www.knightstemplar.org.nz/history%0D
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In 1929 Preceptories were opened at both ends of the country, Waitemata in Auckland and Southland in Invercargill, respectively English and 
Scottish, heralding a steady growth, in spite of a depressed economy in the thirties and the constraints of war between 1939 and 1945, boom times 
following when Masonry generally reflected an expansive period. Notable among Waitemata’s petitioners were A.S. Bankart, District Grand Master 
for Auckland, W.T. Charlewood abovementioned, and Major William George Wray, later to become Provincial Prior. Southland’s petitioners were 
headed by George Barclay, Grand Secretary of the Craft, made Past Deputy Grand Master that year and now a Knight Grand Cross of Scottish 
Templary, and Evan McKenzie Lyon, destined to be District Grand Prior on the formation of the new District of New Zealand South.

Taranaki and Southern Cross Preceptories followed in 1931 at New Plymouth and Auckland, George Barclay again appearing as a promoter of 
both and George Russell of the former. Notable among Southern Cross petitioners were Archibald Burns, named as first Preceptor and one to 
become a very powerful figure in the Order, District Grand Master that year and now a Knight Grand Cross; and Norman Berridge Spencer, a 
particularly distinguished person in nearly all Masonic spheres, a learned and benevolent Mason who was Provincial Prior for New Zealand for six 
years, a K.C.T. and a petitioner for five Preceptories in his District.

The 1930s and war years saw Scottish Preceptories opened at Gisborne, Whangarei and Hamilton, and English ones at Auckland, Patea and 
Eltham, Knight Templary now getting into full swing for giant strides in the post-war years. Now there came three more in the forties, six in the 
fifties, slowing down, five in the sixties and three in the seventies.

This brief history cannot do justice to the many whose labours, and devotion to the Order, saw Preceptories commence and flourish. Mention has 
been made of only some of the more prominent Templars but, among the District and Provincial leaders and officers, and among the early officers 
of Preceptories are many whose sterling efforts must meanwhile remain unrecorded.

With air transport easing the rigours of travel from the United Kingdom, leaders of both English and Scottish Templary visited their far-flung 
domains, Sir Malcolm Barclay-Harvey, Grand Seneschal of Scotland, coming in 1955 to constitute the newly split-off Districts of North, Central and 
South, and to install the District Grand Priors. The Grand Master for Scotland, Ian Logan MacKean came in 1972, constituting Poneke Preceptory 
and cementing strongly the ties binding the Order at home and abroad. In 1977 Harold Devereux Still, Grand Master for England, also paid a visit, 
followed in 1980 by another Scottish Grand Master, David Liddell-Grainger. Visits such as these have been tremendously beneficial to the Order, 
demonstrating at first hand the concern of the United Kingdom leaders for their distant Knights.

As early as 1927 some Knights were of the opinion that with seven Preceptories in New Zealand self-government was desirable. But the matter 
received little support until 1936 when it was again raised and permission received from Scotland for a test vote taken in one Preceptory to 
ascertain the strength of feeling. With the war intervening, the proposal was shelved until more stable times and more growth in the Order. 
Following the war, discussions on an unofficial basis continued among the various leaders of the Order but, on a vote being taken in some Scottish 
Preceptories in 1966 the result was inconclusive as insufficient votes were received for a fair expression of opinion. The movement towards ‘home-
rule’ was now gaining a momentum which would not be denied. The Central Scottish District severed its connection in 1970 with Scotland, forming 
itself into the Grand Priory of New Zealand but not joined by any others.

With the sanction of both English and Scottish Great Priories, final moves towards sovereignty were commenced in late 1981 when, at an historic 
meeting held in conjunction with the installation of R. Em. Frater T.G.N. Carter as District Grand Prior for the Scottish Elgin District, and attended 
by all Provincial and District Grand Priors in the country, a firm decision was taken to test the Preceptories on their interest in the formation of a 
United Great Priory for all Scottish and English Preceptories in New Zealand. Votes were taken in Preceptories showing an overwhelming majority 
now wished to proceed to this end. Much preparatory work was done in 1982 and 1983 by those involved, leading to the Constitution of the 
United Great Priory on 17 February 1984 by the Great Vice-Chancellor for England, R. Em. Kt. W.J. Leake, G.C.T., representatives from Scotland 
unfortunately being unable to be present.

A period followed during which both Great Priory and the Grand Priory of New Zealand, which had not secured overseas recognition, existed 
together, unsatisfactory for both parties and inevitably leading to approaches being made for reconciliation. Through the good offices of the Grand 
Masters of both bodies, and the goodwill on both sides towards solving contentious factors, it was agreed that steps be taken to effect a union. 
Following a favourable ballot of members of The Grand Priory of New Zealand, the two bodies, for the good of Knight Templar Masonry, effected 
a fraternal amalgamation by merging them into one in the United Great Priory in New Zealand, under Articles of Union which were entered into on 
29 October 1988 at a meeting of Reconciliation and Union held at Wellington on that date.

https://www.ancient.eu/Knights_Templar/
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Rose Croix Education Pages

A Day In The Life Of A District Education Advisor. Book Him To Upskill Your Lodge Knowledge. (09) 439 4790

You Can Help This 
Newsletter Grow

Send Articles and 
Photo’s to the Editor

A final continuation of the information taken from the booklet A. & A. R. 
The Intermediate Degrees 

11° SUBLIME  PRINCE  ELECT

In this Degree the Rite reverts to pure Initiatory practice.

The Chapter meets from Midnight to the break of day in the same room in King Solomon's Palace as the other two Elect 
Degrees; and the framework of the ritual is the appointment of twelve ' Princes ' to administer the districts into which the 
kingdom is divided; but in the Degree the division is on a Tribal basis, not as in the Bible economic.

The Candidate is Stolkin, one of the Elect of Fifteen; and all the members of the Chapter have in common the Characteristic ' Name ' and title 
Nasia Ameth, Hebrew words meaning ' Prince ' and ' Truth ' -the latter being a password found in all the Great Rites of Initiation of Ancient and 
Modem times.

The chief symbols of the Degree are a Cosmic Cross and a Heart. Amongst others are the Five Precious Things -viz. the Ark of Alliance, the 
Golden Box in which the hearts of the Faithful rest, the Palm Trees, the 7-branched Candlestick, and the Veil of the Holy of Holies which now is 
partially withdrawn.

12° GRAND  MASTER  ARCHITECT

The Temple has been completed and dedicated, and the ostensible purpose of this Degree is the establishment of a School of Architecture to carry 
on and spread the tradition, and to prevent the Art from falling into decay.

The Lodge of the Grand Master Architects meets in the Palace; and the ritual consists of the usual preliminaries of Admission and a long Lecture 
rehearsing the range of Sciences, of which some Knowledge is necessary to an Architect, with a description of a Draughtsman's Instruments and 
their uses.

This Degree completes the section of the Rite of Perfection which takes as its symbolic thread the reorganisation of the Work after the tragedy of 
the death of H. Ab. The two following Degrees are those of the Recovery of the lost Word of the ancient dispensation.

13° ROYAL ARCH  of  ENOCH

This Degree, mystically, develops directly from the 11°, and with the next brings the Solomonic symbolism to its completion. The legend is that the 
G.A.O.T.U. appeared to Enoch in a vision, and bore him to the top of a Mountain reaching to the Heavens.

There he showed him His True Name, engraved upon a Plate of Gold, and taught him how to pronounce It. Thence Enoch was carried through 
a series of subterranean Vaults, one below another, and in the lowest he saw a similar Plate of Gold inscribed with the same characters . Enoch 
was, however, strictly forbidden ever to utter The Name.

Thereupon Enoch constructed a series of Vaults, similar to those he had seen in the vision; inscribed the Sacred Name on one side of a Plate of 
Gold and the ancient Master-Word on the other. He then deposited the Plate in the lowest Vault, and after sealing the topmost Vault he erected 
above it a simple Temple.

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
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After the Translation of Enoch, all knowledge of the vowel sounds of The Name was lost until God again communicated It when He appeared to 
Moses upon Mount Sinai to be taught to the succession of the High Priests.

The tradition of the Temple of Enoch passed down the Ages, though the Temple itself had fallen into ruins. When Solomon had dedicated the 
Temple in Jerusalem he determined to explore below the foundations of a certain ruined building, and he and Hiram, King of Tyre entrusted the 
the task to three of the Grand Master Architects, Guibelum, Joabert, and Stolkin.

When the rubble was cleared away a large square Stone was uncovered; below it was an opening which proved to be in the top of a vaulted 
chamber into which Guibelum descended and penetrated into two more Vaults. At the third attempt he succeeded in reaching the lowest Vault in 
which he found the Sacred Treasure. With the help of his companions the Plate was brought to the surface, and borne to the two Grand Masters 
through the nine Arches leading to the Secret Vault which had been formed beneath the Holy of Holies. The two Kings received it with great joy, 
and, as a reward, created the three Architects Princes of the Royal Arch.* Thereafter the Secret Vault was known as the Sacred Vault.

* In the old rituals there is considerable confusion between the words Vault and Arch. In this Degree the former refers 
to the vaulted chambers of the Enoch tradition and the one below the Holy of Holies: the latter to the Arches in the 
subterranean Passage which led from the palace to the Secret Vault and was it's only entrance.

14° PERFECTION or GRAND ELECT PERFECT  and  SUBLIME  MASTER

The Lodge is presided over by the two Grand Masters, and meets • in the Sacred Vault. It has a full complement of Officials, viz.

* Adoniram as Senior Warden 
* Mohabon as Junior Warden 
* Galaad as Chancellor
* Guibelum as Keeper of the Sacred Treasure
* Joabert as Secretary
* Abdemon as Orator
* Stolkin  as Master of  Ceremonies
* Zerbal as Captain of  the Guard

and in addition -

* a Conductor
* an Inner  Guard
* 3 Guardians of  the Arches
* an Outer Guard
 
Guibelum, the Candidate, receives his appointment at the end of the ceremony.

The Lodge meets in the Sacred Vault beneath the Holy of Holies, and the Opening and Closing are more detailed than in the previous Degrees.

The Candidate approaches the door of the Vault along the Passage from the Palace, giving the relevant passwords to the three Guardians of the 
Arches; at the door he gives the password of a Prince of the Royal Arch, and is admitted as such.

He is then subjected to a thorough examination in every Degree from the 1° to the 13° as a proof of his ' Memory ' of all his past experience; if he 
fail at any point, his rejection, at least for the time being, is automatic.

After ceremonial Lustration he is Obligated, Consecrated, Sealed, 
Refreshed, Invested, Entrusted,  and  Appointed  Keeper  of  the Sacred 
Treasure which he discovered in the Vaults below the ruins of the Temple 
of Enoch.

In the Lecture, which  is comprehensive, questions have to be answered 
relative to the 9°, 10°, 11°, 12°, 13°, and this Degree; also concerning 
Solomon's subsequent fall from grace and the resulting division of the 
kingdom; the destruction of the Temple in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the precautions taken by the Grand Elect Perfect and Sublime 
Masters that the Ark of Alliance and the Sacred Treasure should not fall 
into the bands of the enemy. The legend is carried further by the linking of 
the site of the Temple of Enoch with the Potter's Field, the Field of Blood 
bought with the thirty pieces of silver, and finally its use as a burial ground 
by the Knights Hospitaller and later generations

Adonirum Descends Into the Vault.

https://www.pinterest.nz/pin/352336370818892779/
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MASONRY  RENEWED -  The COUNCIL of the PRINCES of JERUSALEM 15° -16°

15° KNIGHT  of  the EAST or KNIGHT  of  the SWORD or KNIGHT of  the EAGLE

The Lecture of the 14° carried the legend to the destruction of the first Temple by the army of Nebuchadnezzar; this Degree resumes the thread 
at the release of the Jews from the Babylonish Captivity and the building of the second Temple.

The Officers are named -
 
* Cyrus - King of  the World
* Nehemiah - Keeper of  the Seals
* Shethar-boznai - General
* Mithredath - Treasurer
* Esdras - Minister of State

and, in addition -

* a Master of  Ceremonies
* a Conductor
* a Captain of  the Guard
* an Inner Guard
* an Outer Guard
 
The Candidate is Zerubbabel, a Prince of the House of David.

* The Jewel, a Gold Scimitar;  * Clothing, a Sash;  * Degree colour, Green and Red.

According to the legend, Zerubbabel obtains an Audience of Cyrus and pleads that the Jews may be released from their Captivity. As Cyrus has 
recently had a dream in which it seemed that God appeared to him and commanded him to allow the Jews to return to Jerusalem, there to re-build 
the Temple, he grants the request. In order that Zerubbabel shall be in the position of authority vis-a  vis the Babylonians, the King decides to create 
him a Knight of the East.

A Volume of the Jewish Sacred Law is sent for, and Zerubbabel is Obligated, given the Accolade, Invested, and Entrusted. The Jews are provided 
with arms and training in their use, and an Edict is issued that the Sacred Vessels of the Temple shall be restored to them, and that they are to 
receive every assistance.

In due time Zerubbabel and his People set out, and reach Jerusalem without hindrance other than an attack by bandits at the crossing of the Great 
River, who disputed the passage in the hope of plunder.

The legend further relates that a beginning was made on the foundations of the Temple and the restoration of the walls of the city. The Samaritans, 
however, ignored the Edict and launched an attack, so that the workmen were compelled to labour with their swords by their sides. The attacks 
proving unsuccessful, the Samaritans complained to Artaxerxes, who had succeeded to the Throne of Babylon, and he peremptorily ordered an 
immediate cessation of all work.

16° PRINCE of JERUSALEM

The Officers in this Degree are the same as in the 15°, except that Darius is the King. The Candidate is again Zerubbabel.  The Jewel is a Gold 
Triangle engraved with Masonic symbols; the Clothing, Apron and Sash; and the Degree colour, Green and Red.

In the difficulties caused by the action of the Samaritans and the Edict of Artaxerxes, the Elders of the Jews decided to send an Embassy to 
Babylon to seek relief. Zerubbabel, with four attend  ants, sets out for Babylon, and on his arrival there presents Letters from the Elders praying 
that the Edict of Artaxerxes may be rescinded, and that of Cyrus confirmed.

Darius grants their request ; and, to enhance his authority, Zerubbabel is created Prince of Jerusalem, thus setting him on a parity with the other 
Prince-Governors of the Provinces beyond the River.

Bearing the desired Edict, which imposes severe penalties upon any who interfere with the work in Jerusalem, the Embassy returns to the city, 
where it is received with great rejoicings, and thereafter the work on the building of the Temple and the restoration of the walls of the city is 
unhindered. The older men among the Jews lamented the impossibility of recovering the Five Precious Things, but Josephus relates that the 
people in general were contented with their present condition.

The legend adds that shortly before the dawn of the Christian Era this Temple was replaced by a third, erected by Herod, which was in turn 
destroyed when the Roman army put down the rebellion of the Jews in A.D. 70; since which time, for lack of land, Masons erect Temples in their 
hearts.

Destruction of the Temple of King Solomon by Nebuchadnezzar’s Army
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17° KNIGHT of  the EAST  and WEST or KNIGHT  of  the WEST

This is a purely mystical Degree, prophetic of the coming of the New Law; it is ilfustrated by symbolism drawn from the Revelation of St. John the 
Divine.

The Officers are -

* Master 
* 2 Wardens
* Prelate 
* 7 Ancients

and in addition

*Master of Ceremonies
*Conductor Captain of the Guard
*Inner and Outer Guards

The Jewel is a Gold heptagonal Medallion, engraved with Apoca  lyptic symbols; the Clothing, White Robe and Golden Girdle, Sash, Collarette 
and Cross; Degree colour, Red and Gold. The Candidate, who is unnamed, comes as a Prince of Jerusalem, seeking the Light of TRUTH. He is 
Obligated, purified by Water and Fire, and then makes the traverse of the seven Ancients by whom he is shown seven facets of that Light; after 
which he submits to the Rite of Blood-Brotherhood,  and  is  Consecrated.   

The  ceremony of the Opening of the Seals follows, in which he learns the  rewards promised to them that overcome; and, finally, he receives the 
Accolade, is Invested and Entrusted.
.

17 Degree Jewel

Copies of the New Zealand Masonic Family Tree Booklet Ver 2 may be ordered from the Editor

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=Order%20NZ%20Family%20Tree%20Booklet
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Freemasonry And Some Other Articles of Interest in Old New Zealand Newspapers

Clicking the “Read More” button allows you to read more of the Original Article which may 
be longer than shown. You might have to scroll down to find It in the scan

OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 1313, 27 JANUARY 1877

NEW CHURCH AT GREEN ISLAND:

The foundation stone of a new Episcopal Church was laid at Green Island on Saturday afternoon, with Masonic honours, the members of Lodge 
Celtic, No. 477, S.C, and Lodge of Dunedin, No. 931, E.C., having kindly consented to perform the duty. The brethren proceeded to Green Island 
by train, and assembled in full regalia, at the Foresters' Hall. They then joined in procession, and headed by Bishop Nevill, the Rev. J. Selwyn 
(Bishop Designate of Melanesia), and the Rev. L. Moore, marched to the site of the building. Bishop Nevill offered up prayers, and after a few 
Psalms were sung, called upon D.P.G.M. Fish to lay the foundation, stone, which was done in the Masonic fashion. The D.P.G.M. then expressed 
his thanks to Bishop Nevill for the honour he had conferred upon the Masonic body in asking them to lay the foundation 
atone, and said he looked upon it as a recognition of the fact, that the principles of Freemasonry were in accordance with 
those of morality and religion.

OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 1090, 17 JUNE 1865

FREEMASONRY

The ceremony of consecrating the Lodge St. Andrew, Dunedin, No. 432, Scottish Constitution; and the installation of the Right Won-Master Bro. 
Win., Caldwell, and office-bearers, took place on Friday, 24th May, in the Masonic Hall, Princes street, Dunedin. The hall was classically and 
elegantly decorated; the walls were hung with festoons of evergreens and choice plants, interspersed with grouped masses of gorgeoun flowers; 
and a border of fern leaves was tastefully arranged round the cornices; wreaths of the same were twined round the great pillars in? the west and 
other portions of the furniture. Draped banners were suspended from the roof. Over the Warden's chair, were wreaths of 
evergreens and flowers; and the old Lion of Scotland lined the master's canopy

WEST COAST TIMES, ISSUE 971, 2 NOVEMBER 1868

A very interesting ceremony to members of the Masonic craft took place at Ross on Wednesday, the 14th ult., viz., the opening and consecration 
of a Masonic Lodge in Ross under the English Constitution. A warrant for the opening of this Lodge, to be called "The Totara Lodge," having been 
received from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canterbury, at four p.m. Brother John Lazar, P.D.D.G.M. of Otago and South Australia, assisted 
by Brother Rice, W.M. of the Pacific Lodge, Hokitika, and Brothers Dinant and Bevan, performed the impressive ceremony of opening and 
consecration. The following officers were then duly installed by G. H. Tribe, W.M.: Gordon, S,W. ;Tresman, J.W.;  Aylmer, Treasurer; Hosking, 
Secretary; Davidson S.D.; Budge, J.D Turkert, T.G.; Porter, Tyler. Twelve new members were initiated, and then the Lodge adjourned from labour 
to refreshment, a splendid banquet having been provided for the occasion by Brother Cornish of the Imperial Hotel. Ample justice was done to this 
first-class repast, and after the usual loyal and Masonic toasts had been duly honored, and a treat of instrumental music of no ordinary character 
at the pianoforte and harp by Brothers Guthiel and Morgan, the brethren separated in peace and harmony.

NEW ZEALANDER, VOLUME 4, ISSUE 217, 28 JUNE 1848

NEW ZEALAND COLONIST AND PORT NICHOLSON 
ADVERTISER, VOLUME I, ISSUE 41, 20 DECEMBER 1842

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/OW18770127.2.27
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18650617.2.39


- 28 -

Irish & Scottish Caution and Other Notices. 

Sign Seen at Loch Ness in Scotland
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More Limericks for the Refectory

There once was a man from Peru.
Who dreamed he was eating his shoe.
He woke up at night.
With a terrible fright.
To find out his dream had come true!

Our school trip was a special occasion.
But we never reacher our destination.
Instead of the zoo.
I was locked in the loo.
of the toilet at the service station!

An elderly man called Keith.
Mislaid his set of false teeth.
They'd been laid on a chair.
He'd forgot they were there.
Sat down, and was bitten beneath.

All doggies go to heaven - or so I've been told. 
They run and play along the streets of Gold.
Why is heaven such a doggie-delight? 
Why, because there's not a single cat in sight!

That's not my age; it's just not true.
My heart is young; the time just flew.
I'm staring at this strange old face,
And someone else is in my place!

The incredible Wizard of Oz,
Retired from his business becoz.
Due to up-to-date science,
To most of his clients,
He wasn’t the Wizard he woz.

I know an old owl named Boo, 
Every night he yelled Hoo,
Once a kid walked by, 
And started to cry, 
And yelled I don’t have a clue!

There was a young lady named Rose,
Who had a large wart on her nose. 
When she had it removed,
Her appearance improved, 
But her glasses slipped down to her toes

There was a young lady of Kent.
Whose nose was most awfully bent.
She followed her nose,
One day, I suppose,
And no one knows which way she went.

If I were a furry bear.
And had a furry tummy.
I'd climb into a honey jar
And make my tummy yummy!

There once was a child in Spain.
Who loved to play in the rain.
One day he tripped.
And broke his hip.
Now he is in serious pain.

My dog is quite hip.
Except when he takes a dip.
He looks like a fool,
when he jumps in the pool,
and reminds me of a sinking ship.

There once was a farmer from Leeds,
Who swallowed a packet of seeds.
It soon came to pass,
He was covered with grass,
But has all the tomatoes he needs.

There was a young woman named Bright,
Whose speed was much faster than light.
She set out one day,
In a relative way,
And returned on the previous night.

I’d rather have Fingers than Toes,
I’d rather have Ears than a Nose.
And as for my Hair,
I’m glad it’s all there,
I’ll be awfully said, when it goes.

A canner, exceedingly canny,
One morning remarked to his granny.
A canner can can,
Anything that he can,
But a canner can’t can a can, can he?.

I need a front door for my hall,
The replacement I bought was too tall.
So I hacked it and chopped it,
And carefully lopped it,
And now the dumb thing is too small.

There once was a fly on the wall,
I wonder why didn’t it fall.
Because its feet stuck,
Or was it just luck,
Or does gravity miss things so small?
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 Trivial Pursuits Questions for April. 

1 What movie cast included James Garner, Richard Attenbourough Steve McQueen, Charles Bronson,  
Donald Pleasance, James Coburn, Gordon Jackson, Angus McPhee among many others
2 If you suffer from epistaxis what is wrong? 
3 In which book would you find the manservant Pas Partout? 
4 What animals name translates as water horse? 
5 In Greek mythology who killed the Gorgon? 
6 Which two metals are alloyed to make pewter? 
7 In 1899 the Eastman company in the USA produced first what? 
8 What links - Sarte, Neitzsche, Russell and Decartes? 
9 In 1643 Evangalisa Torichelli invented the first what? 
10 Which Spanish painter has first exhibition at 16 - also 4 year blue? 
11 Where did the mutineers of the Bounty settle? 
12 What is the longest river in Italy? 
13 What does a polyandric women have more than one of? 
14 What links Brazil, Uruguay, Mozambique and Angola? 
15 What is the American equivalent of the Irish Poteen? 
16 Who was the last king of Troy killed by Achilles son Pyrrhus? 
17 In 1911 the archaeologist Hiram Bingham discovered what lost city? 
18 Who won the Superbowl in 1989? 
19 Who wrote the book Billy Budd also Moby Dick? 
20 Which highwayman rode the horse Black Bess? 
21 Barry Allen was the alter ego of which DC comic superhero? 
22 In 1901 which brand of car was seen for the first time? 
23 Brisbane is the state capital of which SE Australian state? 
24 In Norse mythology what is the name of the ultimate battle? 
25 In 1890 the first electric what opened in London? 
26 Who wrote the children's novel Swallows and Amazons? 
27 Oil seed rape belongs to which plant family? 
28 Which Norwegian politicians name became a word for traitor? 
29 What is the capitol of Morocco? 
30 What shape were the sailors plates in Nelsons navy? 
31 What religion links Weasak, Dhrammacacka, and Bhodi day? 
32 Linus Torwalds invented and wrote what? 
33 The bander macaque has which commoner name? 
34 Zambia and Zimbabwe used to be called what? 
35 What is the staple food of one third of the world's population? 
36 Paul Robeson the singer of old man river had what profession? 
37 Rene Laennac invented which aid for doctors in 1810? 
38 Jagger, Richards, Wyman, Jones, Watts, Stewart - which band? 
39 What digit does not exist in Roman Numerals? 
40 Who was nicknames The desert Fox (both Names)? 
41 What aid to archaeologists from 197 BC was found in Egypt 1799? 
42 Which annual sporting event between 2 teams started in 1829? 
43 Who was the jeweller to the Russian Court famous Easter eggs? 
44 What type of food is Taramasalata? 
45 What links Samuel Delaney, Fredrick Pohl, Harlan Ellison? 
46 Randolph Crane became famous as which cowboy actor? 
47 Ageusia is the loss of which sense? 
48 Which Irish political parties name translates as we ourselves? 
49 Henry Ford used assembly line in 1908 but someone before 1901? 
50 Who performed the first heart transplant in South Africa? 
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NO 1 DISTRICT PEOPLE CONTACT INFORMATION AS AT 01 April 2019

Role Name Phone Mobile E-mail
District Grand Master Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 021 528 860 kjburch102@gmail.com
Director Of Ceremonies Trevor Hall 027 471 1665 trev@orcon.net.nz
Grand Steward Hugh Chamberlain (09) 437 0411 021 263 6935 skey@xtra.co.nz
Grand Steward Roy Scahill (09) 406 7635 021 625 274 scahillr@xtra.co.nz
Education Advisor John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 028 258 85111 john@merlin.net.nz
Property & Heritage Bryan Wiig (09) 437 2840 021 105 6857 wiigy1@orcon.net.nz

Northland Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters and Higher Degrees,

The Hokianga Lodge No. 69

Master: David Kearns Secretary Garth Coulter
Address: PO Box 86

Rawene 0443
Address PO Box 79

Rawene 0443
E-mail: daveandlk66@gmail.com E-mail karlandgwen@outlook.com
Phone: (09) 405 7595 Phone (09) 405 8246
Mobile: Mobile :

The Mangonui Lodge No. 78

Master : Roy Scahill Secretary : Bob Vartan
Address : 100 Virtue Crescent 

Tokerau Beach  
RD 3  Kaitaia 0483

Address : 7/7	Freyja	Crescent,	
Coopers Beach, 
Mangonui 0420

E-mail : scahillr@xtra.co.nz E-mail : arjayvee@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09) 406 7635 Phone : (09) 406 1239
Mobile : 021 625 274 Mobile : 021 155 8540

Lodge Whangarei No. 102

Master : Tim Telfer Secretary : Graeme Whiteman
Address : 444 Marua Road. 

RD 1 
Hikurangi 0181

Address : Townhouse 59 
Jane Mander Village. Kamo 
Whangarei 0110

E-mail : ttelfer@gmail.com E-mail : kamoagain@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 433 7605 Phone : (09) 435 6499
Mobile : 021 217 0223 Mobile : 027 435 6358

The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101

Master : John Anderson Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 4002 SH10

Kaeo 0478
Address : 66 Albert Street

Kawakawa 0210
E-mail : anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 405 1248 Phone :
Mobile : 021 100 7367 Mobile : 021 125 2754



- 32 -

Lodge Hikurangi No. 140

Master: Ivan Berryman Secretary: Hilton Cook
Address: Worsnop Road  

RD 6  
Whangarei 0176

Address: 54 Te Paka Crescent
Kamo 
Whangarei  0112  

E-mail: eiberryman@xtra.co.nz E-mail: hikalodge@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 433 5847 Phone: (09) 435 0169
Mobile: Mobile:

Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169

Master: John MacDonald Secretary: Graham Rogerson
Address: Unit 11

224 Maunu Road
Whangarei 0110

Address: Unit 6
5 Waiatawa Road, Tikipunga
Whangarei 0112

E-mail: john@merlin.net.nz E-mail: edh7514@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 439 4790 Phone: (09) 437 1598
Mobile: 028 258 85111 Mobile: 021 308 069

Lodge Kororareka No. 304

Master : Robert Goodhue Secretary : Alastair Mitchell
Address : 66 Albert Street

Kawakawa 0210
Address : 1 Gould Street 

Russell 0202
E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com E-mail : alastair@riskandinsurance.co.nz
Phone : Phone : (09) 403 7530

Mobile : 021 125 2754 Mobile : 021 022 34264

Lodge Parahaki No. 269

Master : Shane Stratton Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 286 Puhipuhi Road

Whakapara
Hikurangi 0182

Address : 66 Albert Street
Kawakawa 0210

E-mail : shane@sbsurveyors.co.nz  E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 433 9937 Phone :
Mobile : 027 439 0092 Mobile : 021 125 2754

Lodge Kerikeri No. 402

Master : Gary Best Secretary : Robert Bubendorfer
Address : 140A Kerikeri Inlet Road

Kerikeri 0230
Address : 336/82	Rainbow	Falls	Road

RD 2
Kerikeri 0295

E-mail : metalgary82@hotmail.com E-mail : bob@bubendorfer.net.nz
Phone : (09) 407 9122 Phone : (09) 407 1156
Mobile : 022 436 5764 Mobile : 022 631 0701
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Lodge Hatea No. 431

Master: Hugh Chamberlain Secretary Kevin Peachey
Address: 142 One Tree Point Road

One Tree Point 
Whangarei

Address : 17 E Albert Street
Whangarei 0110

E-mail: skey@xtra.co.nz E-mail : kevinmp1049@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 437 0411 Phone : (09) 435 2916
Mobile: Mobile: 021 758 822

Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461

Master: Graeme Bell Secretary: John	Farley
Address: 2049	Ngunguru	Road

RD 3 
Whangarei

Address: 163 Church Street 
Onerahi
Whangarei  0110

E-mail: bellmain@xtra.co.nz E-mail: cathjohnf@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09) 434 3898 Phone: (09) 436 0806
Mobile: Mobile: 027 636 0806

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71

1st 
Principal

Ralph Barber Scribe E : Wayne Maday

Address : 15B Daroux Drive
RD 2
Kerikeri 0295

Address :

E-mail : ralphbarber6@gmail.com E-mail : wmaday@kinect.co.nz
Phone : (09) 401 6413 Phone : (09) 407 8761

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27

1st 
Principal

Vince Cocurullo Scribe E : Dennis Turner

Address : 40 Otaika Rd
Woodhill
Whangarei 0110

Address : T.B.A

E-mail : vince@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : lpgfalcon@icloud.com
Phone : (09) 438 8834 Phone :  (09) 438-8268
Mobile : Mobile :

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80

1st 
Principal

Stan Kerr Scribe E : Dave Starr

Address : 22	Norfolk	Street	
Reotahi R D 4 
Whangarei 0174

Address : P O Box 54  
Warkworth.  0941

E-mail : stansvan@xtra.co.nz E-mail : starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09) 434 0024 Phone : (09) 425 5664
Mobile : 027 268 8144 Mobile :
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Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65

T.I.M.: Graham Morris Recorder: Mark	Norgate
Address: Address :
E-mail: graym@snap.net.nz E-mail : mhnorgate@clear.net.nz
Phone: (09) 435-113 Phone : (09) 435-4027
Mobile: Mobile:

Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80

T.I.M.: Peter Copeman Recorder: Dave Starr
Address: Address: P O Box 54  

Warkworth.  0941
E-mail: E-mail: starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09) 432-7663 Phone: (09) 425 5664
Mobile: Mobile:

Knights Templar - Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17

Preceptor: Brian Mulcahy Secretary: Garry Larsen
Address : Address : 5A Melody Lane, 

Kaitaia 0410
E-mail : E-mail : glars@slingshot.co.nz
Phone : (09)-408-1456 Phone : (09) 408-2309
Mobile : Mobile :

Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No. 45

M.E.S: Vince Cocurullo Secretary: Steve Shervell
Address : 40 Otaika Rd

Woodhill
Whangarei 0110

Address : 3 Koromiko Lane
R D 5
Whangarei 0110

E-mail : info@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : steve.shervell@hotmail.com
Phone : (09) 438-883 Phone : (09) 459-5932
Mobile : 021 438 952 Mobile : 027 479 1333

Order of the Secret Monitor

Supreme 
Ruler

Lindsay Stichbury Secretary: Pat Severinsen

Address : 58A Garbolino Road
RD 5 
Wellsford 0975

Address : 15 Rolling Stone Rise
Tikipunga 
Whangarei 0112

E-mail : cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail : pladseve@xnet.co.nz
Phone : (09) 431 5544 Phone : (09) 435 1008
Mobile : 025 304 200 Mobile :
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