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“Don’t just get involved. Fight for your seat at the table. 
Better yet, fight for a seat at the head of the table.” 

 - Former US President Barack Obama

 
Notes: 

1. This newsletter is distributed free of charge.

2. To subscribe or unsubscribe send an e-mail to the editor

3. Letters to the Editor and other contributions are 
welcome.Send an e-mail to the editor.

4. The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the 
contributors only and do not necessarily reflect the official 
policy or position of Freemasons New Zealand or any other 
agency, organisation, employer or company.

Why is an Apprentice "Entered"?

The word goes back to operative days. The Freemasons of the 
middle ages were a select group; they were the highest-class 
artisans of their time. It required sound health, moral character, 
high intelligence, to be a good operative Freemason, permitted 
to work on the great Houses of God, which were the Freema-
sons' work. They were proud of their abilities and of their reputa-
tion and strict in their rules.

To become a Freemason a young lad was required to serve a 
seven year apprenticeship before he might ask to be permitted 
to make and submit to his superiors his "Master's Piece," and 
be admitted as a "Fellow of the Craft." Before he could serve 
his time he had to prove himself; therefore he served a period of 
time as an Apprentice. If at the end of that period he had shown 
himself possessed of the necessary qualifications of industry, 
character, decency and probity, he was "entered" on the books 
of the Craft and became an "Entered Apprentice."

Why is Acacia a Masonic Symbol?

In putting acacia at the Master's temporary grave, Freemasonry fol-
lows beliefs, which go back to the captivity of he Jews in Egypt. Here 
acacia was supposed to have grown about and protected the chest 
into which Osiris had been tricked by his jealous brother, Typhon. 
Searching for her husband, Osiris, Isis discovered the tree in the 
home of a Phoenician king; for service she rendered the king, he 
gave her the tree and thus the body of her husband.

Like the evergreens of this country, acacia is hardy. Sprouts come 
often from beams and columns made of acacia, the shittah wood of 
the Old Testament. The Jews planted it on graves as a symbol of 
life, and to mark the resting place of the dead that footsteps profane 
it not. As myrtle was to the Greeks, mistletoe to the Scandinavians, 
and lotus to the Egyptians--symbols of immortality--so is acacia to 
Freemasonry.

What are the "Old Charges?"
The first book of Freemasonry, printed in 1723, is known as 
Anderson's Constitutions. In it appear six "Old Charges" which are 
a statement of the old laws of operative Freemasonry concerning a 
Mason and his conduct. 

These six Old Charges are titled: Of God and Religion, Of the Civil 
Magistrate Supreme and Subordinate; Of Lodges; Of Masters, 
Wardens, Fellows and Apprentices; Of the Management of the Craft 
in Working; Of Behavior. The last, sixth, Old Charge is concerned 
with behavior: "in the Lodge while constituted; after Lodge is over 
and the Brethren not gone; when Brethren meet without Strangers, 
but not in a Lodge; in presence of Strangers not Masons; at Home 
and in the Neighborhood; towards a strange Brother."

Many "Books of the Law--Constitution, Codes, etc.--of Grand 
Lodges print these Old Charges. They can also be found in Mackey's 
Encyclopedia.

What is the Regius Poem?
Sometimes called the Halliwell Document, it is, loosely speaking, 
the oldest of the "Manuscript Constitutions" of Freemasonry. Dated 
approximately A.D. 1390, it is in old Chaucerian English [Middle En-
glish], and is difficult to read without a translation. It is preserved in 
the British Museum.

It is not, accurately speaking, a "Constitution," although it has within 
it much that is found in manuscripts. It is more a document about Ma-
sonry than for Masons. It is discursive, rambling, wordy, and parts of 
it are copies of contemporary documents, notably "Urbanitatis" and 
"Instructions to a Parish Priest." Within the Regius, thirty-eight lines 
are devoted to "The Four Crowned Martyrs," who are not referred to 
in any of the manuscript Constitutions

The book is approximately four by five and one-half inches, the pag-
es fine vellum, the letters in red and what was probably once black 
but is now a rather drab greenish brown color. 

Its most curious feature is that it is written in verse, which is why it 
is often called the Regius Poem, although it is much more doggerel 
than poetry.

It is important to Masonic students for many reasons; to the average 
Mason its most salient feature may be that it ends with what are, so 
far as is known, the oldest words in the Masonic ritual "So mote it 
be." (Mote is old English for "may").

Some Quick Reads

The Regius Poem
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Editorial 

Welcome to the first edition of North News. This newsletter is for all Freemasons 
who live in the Northern end of New Zealand and want to be entertained, 
educated, provoked, and informed. It will also be of interest to others who do 
not live in our area but enjoyed the predecessor of this newsletter and signed 
up to receive a copy. 

There are some major updates to make life easier to find information quickly 
both within this newsletter and also the Grand Lodge of New Zealand website 
and the three New Zealand Divisional websites. There are also some quick 
links for Lodge Secretaries to “do things online” as well as tell the world what 
their Lodge is planning for at least the next month and even further ahead. 

Please use these. No excuse for the old “I could not find it”.

Another major change is that this newsletter is now being published under my own name as a member of the Education 
team rather than being locked into just the Northern District. There are exciting things that happen in the other Districts 
and I hope that Brethren and Ladies will send in photos and a brief article so that North News can publish this. Use 
the Subscribe, Unsubscribe or Send A letter to the editor button on Page 2 for this. Don’t confuse it with the Northern 
Division website button Submit a Story for Publication. The photo’s will end up in a different place and might just get 
missed if I am not on the ball.

A useful thought about photo’s in the Lodgeroom to save time especially when Grand Lodge is going to retire before the 
Lodge closes. The Master can put the Lodge at ease just before the first time of rising, and invite all the participants for 
the photo(s) to assemble in the East. Make sure that sensitive items are moved to a temporary spot if necessary and 
then get going with the cameras. You can modify this when non Masons are present and if advised in advance allows 
everyone who wants to take a photo to do so without  having people wandering around the Lodge and taking up time that 
is better spent in the refectory. It is also very helpful if the person(s) doing the presentation make a few seconds for the 
photographers by turning both themselves and recipients at an angle of say 45 degrees facing west for the handshaking. 
It also allows for the certificate/jewel/badge to appear in in the photos and once again saves time. Thanks to the Grand 
Master for this advice. It works well and if arranged with the (Grand) Director of Ceremonies in advance keeps everyone 
happy.

Recently there have been the odd one or two who complained that “they were not in a photo” or article on a website, 
Facebook page, or newsletter. Bear in mind that articles are usually restricted to typically no more than 400 words and 
are principally about the recipient of the award or presentation - not the other people who attend or play a minor role 
in proceedings. RHIP - (rank has it’s privileges) also applies so when the Grand Master or Divisional Grand Master is 
present as he will be more likely to feature than others who hold Grand Lodge rank further down the list. A family photo 
of a Grandfather, Father, and Son is of much greater interest to readers than a photo with 15 or 20 people who are not 
part of the family group. 

Lastly it is very important to realise that articles published in a newsletter, website, or Facebook page may be picked up 
by other media journalists who use them with or without permission or credits. When this happens the original author 
has absolutely no control over what others may write. If you are not happy with something you read, then you have to 
go to the author of the article you are objecting to - not someone else. 

Use the “Letters to the Editor” to make comments and constructive criticism. Your views are important and add to the 
content for others to read and think about. There is a useful guide here you can download if you are not sure of how 
to do this. Please note that letters that are defamatory or may cause offence will not be acknowledged or published in 
North News. 

Just to set the scene for the future here is a quote from Ricky Gervais - “Just because you are offended does not mean 
that you are right.” Enjoy your read.

Fraternally

Editor

http://www.myd.govt.nz/documents/resources-and-reports/publications/aotearoa-youth-voices-toolkit/action-guide-letters-to-the-editor.doc
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What's Happened in Northland Recently

Wednesday 13th June was very much a family affair at Kerikeri Lodge No 402 saw 4 generations in the Lodgeroom for 
the initiation of Bro Adiar Hawtin. There was a good attendance at this meeting with Brethren from all over Northland 
attending. An excellent refectory was available and was lovingly prepared by Bro Adair's mother. 

We wish Bro Adiar many happy years of Freemasonry and look forward to him taking his next steps.

Lodge Kerikeri No 402

From left to right - W.Bro Bill Hawtin (Grandfather), Bro Adair Hawtin (EAF), W.Bro Henry Driver (Bill Hawtin’s Uncle) aged in his 
90's and still an active Freemason, W.Bro Rex Graham, Master, and W.Bro Thomas Hawtin (Bill’s son and Adair’s father).  

On Saturday the  23 June 2018 The Mangonui Lodge No 78 presented the Paparore Marae with a defibrillator which, of 
course, was part financed by the Freemasons Charity.  Paparore is a small settlement north of Awanui, off the beaten 
track and is the cent re of fairly large Avocado/market garden growing enterprises. 

The largely Maori population is proud to be descended from Capt. 
William Hobson R.N. The catalyst for the presentation was W Bro 
Lawrie Atkinson who is the member of the Te Hiku Community 
Board of the Far North District Council for the area.  Together 
with such organisations as Doubtless Bay St. Johns and the 
Mangonui Lions Club. as well as the Freemasons Charity, we 
have been able to supply at least 5 defibrillators around the Far 
North and we have another one or two in our sights. 

The brethren shown in the photos are W Bros Hubert Neeson, 
Roger Marsh, Lawrie Atkinson, Dirk Hoek (with walking stick), 
Garry Larsen and myself with whanau from the Marae.

 Also Mrs. Cheryl Hoek was with us.  Unfortunately our Master, 
W Bro Roy Scahill, chose today to fly to Brisbane for 2 weeks 
holiday! Text by VW Bro Bob Vartan. PDGM and photo taken by 
W.Bro Garry Larsen PGS

The Mangonui Lodge No 78



On Thursday 28 June VE Companion Doug Fenwick was installed into the chair as 1st Principle of the Kaipara Mahu-
rangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 by RE Bro Des Stuck Dist G Supt (Northland)

The photo shows two of the Principles and the officers of Grand Chapter who attended.

Kaipara Mahurangi Chapter No 80



Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No 45

On Saturday the 16th June the Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No 45 conducted a "recruiting" campaign in the Whan-
garei Masonic Centre for Master Masons of the District.

Three visitors from Auckland holding a 30th Degree or higher presented a simple degree working of one of the many 
Degrees in this order which are not actually worked as part of the steps to the 18th Degree which was appreciated by 
those who attended.

One interesting outcome for the Chapter was the suggestion that several of the Master Masons who attended would 
consider joining if the meeting day was changed to a Saturday. No doubt the officers will take note of this and discuss 
it at their next meeting.

The morning concluded with a "Mr & Mrs Vince and Lee Cocurullo" roast dinner and dessert which made for a fitting end 
to an interesting advancement in Masonic Knowledge. 

The photo shows the visting Brethren from Auckland, and officers of the Chapter who hold the 30th Degree or higher. 
Missing from the photo is Bryan Wiig who left after the closing to attend to important Kitchen Duties.

On Thursday 21 June, W.Bro John MacDonald was Installed into the Chair of King 
Solomon at the Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169. This is the sixth time that John 
has been through this ceremony and it was agreed that the traditional amount of 
time be slightly reduced by altering a couple of the charges to reflect that.

The Divisional Grand Master, RW Bro Gary Salmon and his wife Kate were in 
attendance together with representatives of the English, Irish, and Scottish 
Constitutions. The District Grand Master VW Bro Kevin Burch conducted the 
Installation and also presented W.Bro John with the usual “Certificate of Service’ 
from Grand Lodge which recognises the year of office as Master of a Lodge. 

VW Bro Ron McCracken presented the PM’s jewel - a beautiful old Marsden Lodge 
model from 1961. In spite of the shocking weather, 43 Brethren and partners 
travelled to Wellsford for the ceremony. Mrs Elizabeth Rogerson, the wife of the 
Secretary entertained the ladies in the community library while the ceremony was 
taking place. A truly memorable night in the annals of this relatively new (merged) 
Lodge which is now 5 years old and prospering.

File Photo

Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169 Installation



What's Coming Up In Northland

CHAPTER CALENDAR  JULY/AUGUST  2018
 
WHANGAREI  No. 27 
TUES  3rd July  2018 7-00 p.m.  Mark Degree - Bro Allan Halvorson
TUES  7th August 2018 7-30 p.m. Mark Degree Tracing Board

HOKIANGA  No.71  .
WED  4th July  2018 7-30 p.m.  Installation -V.E.Comp. Peter Young
WED  1st August 2018 7-30m p.m. Simulated Mark Degree
    
KAIPARA-MAHURANGI No. 80
THURS  23rd August 2018     10-30 a.m. Mark Degree - Bro Joe Cross
 
BAY OF ISLANDS CRYPTIC COUNCIL  No. 65
MON  30th July  2018       7-30 p.m.  Installation - R.Ill.Comp. Hilton Cook 
 
MAHURANGI CRYPTIC COUNCIL  No. 80
THURS  26th July  2018 11-00 a.m. Installation

ST. GEORGE  No. 1801 E.C.
WED  11th July 2018   6-30 p.m. Installation 

ZEALANDIA No. 2072 E.C. 
THURS  16th August 2018      7-30 p.m. 

CONCORD MARK LODGE  No. 580  
WED 5th September 2018        6-30 p.m.     

WHANGAREI ROSE CROIX CHAPTER No.45 
SAT  22nd September 2018      11-00 a.m.    Installation - E. & P. Comp V.Cocurullo
 
KAITAIA KNIGHT  TEMPLAR  No. 17  
SAT  29th  September   2018      7-30 p.m. Installation - Bro. Kt. John Anderson
    

CHANGE OF DATE

Because of circumstances the Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No. 45 has 
had to change their Installation date this year from Thursday 9th August to
Saturday 22nd September, 2018 starting at 11-00 a.m.  

See Craft Lodges On The Web

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
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Another Masonic News Items

Thanks to W.Bro Graham Rogerson, PGS
Secreatary/Treasurer of the Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169 for this article

The Hull Dail Mail 15 June 2018

MND sufferer Jason makes history as first paralysed Freemason
DAD-OF-TWO PROUD TO KEEP UP FAMILY TRADITION
 
By Alex Grove
alex.grove@reachplc.com

A DAD-of-two who is battling crippling motor neurone disease (MND) has made history by becoming the first paralysed 
man to become a Freemason. Jason Liversidge, 42, recently became a member of Wyke Mil- lenium Lodge in 
Beverley at an initiation ceremony which was specially adapted to allow him to join the fraternal organisation.

Mr Liversidge, who was diagnosed with the rare Fabry Disease in 2013 before being diagnosed with MND a year 
later. He has to use a motorised wheelchair and is almost completely unable to move. His father and grandfather 
were both Freemasons before him and Mr Liversidge, who lives in Skirlaugh, was keen to join so he could make his 
family proud.
He said: “I’m really pleased to be able to continue the family tradition of becoming a Free- mason. I’m looking forward 
to finding out more about Masonry and getting to know the other members of my lodge.”

Brian Baker, of Wyke Millen- nium Lodge, said: “Jason is a really impressive individual who has never let his very 
con- siderable disabilities get in the way  of  enjoying  his  life  and being with his family. “He is just the kind of man we 
are proud to have in our lodge.” Freemasonry  is  one  of  the world’s oldest and largest char- itable  organisations.  It  
is  not religious  or  political  and  its roots lie in the traditions and ceremonies of the medieval stonemasons who built 
the nation’s cathedrals and castles.

According to some, they designed the pyramids, plotted the French Revolution and are controlled by the Illuminati. 
Some see them as a sinister and corrupt which hands out favours to those in authoritative roles – but according to 
the De La Pole Masonic Lodge in Beverley Road that could not be further 
from the truth. 

Explaining the purpose of the Freemasons, Tony Burke said: “We take 
certain events in the past and we get a moral lesson from each one of 
them. We use these lessons to say, ‘you are a piece of rough stone – you 
come in and we turn you into a suitable stone which can used by builders’. 
“We give you moral lessons you can apply to your life.”
The group is now  trying  to be more open in a bid to attract new members 
such as Mr Liversidge.
 
Bill Fisher, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master of the Mason- ic Province 
of Yorkshire North and East Riding, said: “A lot of problems we have 
with people’s perception is our own fault,” he said. “We are trying to be 
more open. Twenty years ago, we wouldn’t be sitting here talking about 
Freemasonry. For many years we effectively refused to tell anyone about 
ourselves and we created a vacuum.“One  of  our  big  tasks  is  to 
persuade the public just what Freemasonry is about and in many respects 
to dispel some of the myths they believe.“We meet in lodges nine  to 
ten times a year and we have great fun at those meetings both in  the  
ceremonies  themselves and the meals afterwards. “We would like to 
invite anyone who wants to look around the masonic buildings to contact 
us and we will happily arrange to take them round because it will enable 
us to explain what we are really about.”

Send An Article 
for 

Publication
to the 
Editor
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Lodge Waihi No 112 Speaks Up for Freemasonry.

Last week was truly remarkable for 
Freemasonry in Western Bay of Plen-
ty’s Waihi. Within a week of four oth-
er Masonic commitments, Bro Mikey 
Hughes [Treasurer] surprised us - ar-
ranging for an influx of good Citizens 
of Waihi to meet in our Lodge Rooms, 
where, from half past four on Wednes-
day’s afternoon, this“Go Waihi” Com-
mittee arrived; at first, in ones and 
twos, then in threes and fours, until a 
full thirty–  two Ladies and Gentlemen 

– all members of active, thinking, and planning promotors of Waihi with all of its gold-mining history 
and its unique interests, were smiling and catching-up amidst lively chatter, and warm good will.   

By 5pm they were all invited into the Lodge Room [having twice already checked that all was “safe” 
for visitors] where for about 35 minutes the “Go Waihi” team conducted their business, received re-
ports and set their strategy for the month ahead. 

Then President introduced the Master, who, after a pithy five and six minute Introductory Welcome, 
invited questions.  While the questions began quietly, they soon poured forth as if the dam had 
burst;  a courteous response was found to each enquiry. The standard of enquiries was delightfully 
profound – many showing well prepared and sincere aforethought.

 An hour later, the flood of questions past their full spate; the Lodge room had been perambulated 
[clockwise, of course] about 12 or 14 times, pointing to this or that, moving from one petitioner to 
another. The final enquiry was simply beautiful in its quiet simplicity, and deep in its quest for under-
standing …..  “Why is the Lodge so Blue?” the Lady who thus spoke, was placed exactly where the 
Dist GM would have sat! One wonders what each Brother of Waihi might have furnished in response.

The Visitors were then invited to the well-heated Refectory, staying till after9pm, continuing to chat, 
share, and eat of a magnificent supper laid out for their delight and satisfaction. 

We are confident that further enquiries will follow…. that Freemasonry will hold greater honour in 
the community; and some of those who asked questions last Wednesday will come back to ask for 
more  … membership ! 

Ivan C Smith PGC
Master 
Lodge Waihi #112

http://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/Supporters-Scheme/


On Thursday 21 June, W.Bro John MacDonald was Installed into the Chair of King Solomon at the Wellsford Marsden 
Lodge No 169. This is the sixth time that John has been through this ceremony and it was agreed that the traditional 
amount of time be slightly reduced by altering a couple of the charges to reflect that.

The Divisional Grand Master, RW Bro Gary Salmon and his wife Kate were in attendance together with representatives 
of the English, Irish, and Scottish Constitutions. 

The District Grand Master VW Bro Kevin Burch conducted the Installation and also presented W.Bro John with the 
usual “Certificate of Service’ from Grand Lodge which recognises the year of office as Master of a Lodge. VW Bro Ron 
McCracken presented the PM’s jewel - a beautiful old Marsden Lodge model from 1961. 

In spite of the shocking weather, 43 Brethren and partners travelled to Wellsford for the ceremony. Mrs Elizabeth 
Rogerson, the wife of the Secretary entertained the ladies in the community library while the ceremony was taking place.

The photographer who was supposed to take the photo’s (for a change) was unfortunately taken to hospital that afternoon 
with suspected appendicitis so a file photo of W.Bro John is shown.. 

A truly memorable night in the annals of this relatively new (merged) Lodge which is now 5 years old and prospering.

Business Ads for Masonic Businesses
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The Role of the Tyler and his Room(s)

All Freemasons know that the Tyler stands outside the door of the Lodge with a drawn sword to keep of all cowans and 
intruders (eavesdroppers in some constitutions) and to see that the candidates (and Brethren) are properly prepared 
and dressed. His role is to ensure that only those who are duly qualified are allowed to enter the Lodge room. During 
the Middle Ages, a cowan was a man who built stone walls of poor quality. He was an uninitiated or non-apprenticed 
stonemason.

In some workings the wording is to the effect that it is his duty to see that the candidate 'comes' properly prepared and 
there is evidence in papers nearly two hundred years old that such wording was established practice in many parts at 
that time. The slight difference in wording emphasises that, in former times, it was the duty of the Tyler to guard the lodge 
against all non Masons, even against the candidate, until he was satisfied that the candidate and had been properly 
prepared. In early times it was the duty of the candidate's sponsors to see to his preparation rather than the Tyler and 
Deacon.

It is curious to note that the office of Tyler and his duty of guarding the 
lodge on the outside represent one of the oldest recorded in modern 
masonry. Another interesting fact is that but it is always as the servant or 
employee of the lodge rather than just another member. That is why he 
is always balloted for along with the Master and Treasurer. In olden time 
he was also required to see that the Brethren got home safely after a 
meeting. This is shown in the famous painting by William Hogarth where 
a Tyler can be seen escorting a Brother home with his sword drawn. . 
Judging by the posture of the Brother he had enjoyed a very long and 
pleasant "festive board" and would certainly have needed an escort to 
"keep off all robbers and thieves".

In New Zealand today our Lodges are a hotchpotch of English, Scottish, 
and Irish tradition and ritual with the odd one or two traditions of United 
States of America thrown in for good measure. In the early settlement 
days, many of the whalers and miners who arrived here were from the 
USA. While there were no Lodges established under American Consti-
tutions, it makes sense to assume that members of American Lodges 
had input into the design of buildings and our other Masonic traditions.

Our Lodge buildings follow one of two patterns. They are all shaped as 
explained in the First Degree Tracing Board, which states that "the form 
of the Lodge, which is a parallelepipedon, or oblong block, in length from 

E. to W., in breadth between N. and S., etc. The various officers are seated as shown in the diagrams on the next page.

There are two forms for the entrance proper to the Lodgeroom as shown on the next page. It is unwise to be too search-
ing when trying to decide which is correct or better. A candidate when leaving the Lodge to restore himself to his personal 
comforts is told that in his perambulations about the Lodge, he will "advance by the North, cross by the East, return by 
the South, and retire by the West". There is also the consideration that until he is initiated a Candidate does not under-
stand the attire that is worn so he is usually conducted to a Preparation Room on his arrival - if one exists in the Lodge. 
A door screens the Preparation Room from the rest of the outer area where the Brethren are getting clothed to show the 
Tyler that they are properly dressed and may be admitted to the Lodge room. The Preparation Room is in the North so 
that when properly prepared the Candidate can be admitted to the Lodge Room in due form and advance by the North 
under escort by the Deacons.

Many Lodge rooms in New Zealand do not have a Preparation Room per se and only one door (excluding emergency 
exits of course) by which the Brethren enter. If we go back to the early days of Speculative Masonry when there were 
only two degrees, Entered Apprentice and Fellowcraft, Fellowcrafts would enter and sit in the South so many of our 
Lodge rooms have a door in the South West for everyone to enter by. Others have a door in the North West so that 
everyone can enter and sit in their correct places before the Lodge is opened - following the directions of the charge 
that states that "in the Lodge you advance by the North" presumably. In any of the three situations, the Tyler stands at 
the door that is open to check that Brethren of any rank are correctly attired before the Lodge is opened by the Master. 

Inside the door of the Lodge stands a second guardian - the Inner Guard. His job is to "admit Freemasons on proof, 
receive the Candidates in due form, etc". Strictly speaking once the Lodge is working, there should be no communica-
tion with the outside world until there is an alarm, a report, or the Lodge is put at ease by the Master. In each of these 
situation the door of the Lodge is opened and the Tyler is required to stand in such a position that he can clearly be seen, 
complete with drawn sword, by the Master and Brethren. In his encyclopaedia of Freemasonry, Albert G Mackey , is very 
positive about this. This is a tradition that seems to be "forgotten" in many New Zealand Lodges which is a great pity.



In practical terms however there needs to be 
some way that the Tyler can easily and quietly 
communicate and he does this with the Inner Guard 
via the Tylers Window. He can also "see" what is 
going on so that he can prepare the Candidates in 
plenty of time for them to be received. There is no 
record of when these windows started to appear 
in Lodge rooms or if any formal approval was ever 
given for them being put into place. They certainly 
pre-date the arrival of specuative Freemasonry in 
New Zealand.

It would be fascinating to have been a fly on the 
wall in early Lodge meetings when the Brethren 
of newly Constituted Lodges were discussing the 
layout that they wanted for their "new" Lodgeroom 
so that they did not have to meet in a hotel or even 
the Master's home. No doubt tradition, cost, and 
size of the building all contributed to a decision on 
whether there would be a Preparation Room or 
not.

The Tyler

Being armed with a drawn sword to keep 
off all cowans and intruders and to see 
that the Brethren and Candidates are 

properly prepared



Freemasonry Articles in Old New Zealand Newspapers

OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 1064,  
18 MAY 1865, SUPPLEMENT

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XVIII, 
ISSUE 1698, 29 DECEMBER 1862

Mt Ida Lodge No 1262 EC 
Founding Brethren 1874 &

Honours Board 1909 



Back to the 70’s



Some Famous Freemasons

Swift, Jonathan (1667-1745)
An Irish-born clergyman, satirist, poet and Freemason, Jonathan Swift was Dean of 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dublin, but is most famous for his authorship of the novel 
‘Gulliver’s Travels’ (1726). Swift’s likely lodge of membership is Lodge No. 16, Dublin.

Telford, Thomas (1757-1834)
Born in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, Telford was a self-taught civil engineer, architect and 
stonemason, and a noted road, bridge, aqueduct and canal builder. He designed at 
least 27 bridges during his life and was an early exponent of the use of cast-iron in 
construction. Telford was a Mason in Salopian Lodge No. 262, Premier Grand Lodge 
of England.

Thomas, Lowell Jackson (1892-1981)
A famous American reporter and radio commentator in World War II and after, Thomas 
broadcast a nightly news program for over 45 years (1930-1976). Thomas wrote 
and lectured widely on his travel adventures and, during and after World War I, was 
possibly most famous for travelling with, and bringing to international public notice, the 
British Colonel, T. E. Lawrence, a.k.a. “Lawrence of Arabia”.

Thornhill, Sir James (1676-1734)
A masterful painter of historical subjects in the Italian baroque tradition, James Thornhill 
decorated the magnificent ‘Painted Hall’ at Greenwich Hospital between 1707 and 
1727, and executed a fabulous last portrait of fellow Freemason, Sir Isaac Newton 
(see above) in 1712. In 1720, Thornhill was knighted by King George I for his artist 
services to the country. The English satirical artist William Hogarth (see above) was 
one of Thornhill’s students. Hogarth married James Thornhill’s daughter, Jane in 1729.

Thorvaldsen, Karl Albert Bertel (ca.1770-1844)
Born in Copenhagen into a Danish/ Icelandic family of humble means, the gifted Bertel 
Thorvaldsen was accepted to the Royal Academy of Arts when he was only 11 years of 
age. Working part-time with his father, who was a wood carver and obviously a heavy 
influence on his young son, he won many honours and medals at the Royal Academy 
and was awarded a stipend to travel to Rome and continue his education. In Italy he 
quickly made a name for himself as an outstanding sculptor, attracting patrons from 
all over Europe.

Tirpitz, Admiral Alfred von (1849-1930)
Alfred von Tirpitz was a German Admiral and Secretary of State of the German 
Imperial Naval Office, the powerful administrative branch of the Kaiserliche Marine 
from 1897 until 1916. Tirpitz is considered to be the founder of the German Imperial 
Navy. During World War I, he was a vocal spokesman for unrestricted U-boat warfare 
but, prior to the war he, personally, had done little to build up the numbers of this fairly 
weak underwater arm of the German naval service, being the advocate of battleship 
building. This approach at the time caused an arms race between Germany and Great 
Britain, one that Germany was bound to lose. (Related: see Jellicoe above.) Tirpitz 
was a member of Lodge Zur Aufrichtigen Herzen, Frankfurt.

See More

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Freemasons


Poems for The Refectory

Eating Habits

by Alan Balter

Tomato sauce I'm at a loss

I simply don't know why

Hardly ever, really never

Spots a worn out tie

But wear a new one, a costly blue one

A fancy silken job

If you're like me; I guarantee

With gravy, you're a slob

Spicy mustard, chocolate custard

Everybody knows

Never spill and never will

When you're wearing your old clothes

But brand new pants don't have a chance

Hanging on your hips

Melted cheese, with shocking ease

Drips right off your lips

So let's suppose food really knows

When you're dressed up fancy

I'd still conclude that eating nude

Would be very chancy

Night Without Sleepby Ellen Bailey
Have you ever had a night 

when you just couldn't sleep?
Even when you're so tired you could fall off your feet?You get up for awhile, 

and then you lay back downAnd just lie there, watching the clock go round
Then you remember that old adage, 

"Try counting sheep"It is supposed to help people
who have trouble falling asleepAfter some time has passed by
You decide you'll give it a try

And you start counting sheep, 
counting even their feetSince sleep won't come, you get out of bedAnd decide to have some roast mutton instead

My Cherry Treeby Ellen BaileyI sat watching the birds in my cherry tree

There were so many they out-numbered the leaves
They would flint and flutter and fly all aboutStuffing my cherries in their little mouths
There were bluebirds and rdbirds and sparrowsThey had come to my tre for the fruit to borrowThey made a lot of noise and 
were happy as can be

I began to doubt if there would be any left for me
I planted that tree and nurtured it from seed

I watered and pruned it as often was the need

I toiled and labored to protect it from the cold

I was raising prized cherries, or so I was told
But these feathered friends thought not of me

They kept nibbling and gobbling on my cherries

"Stop", I shouted, "and leave that tree"

"You have taken more cherries than you need"

Cheap Therapy

by Geoff Weilert

When a package arrives I quickly 

open it wide

And hastily remove all the stuff found 

inside.

I discard all items except the plastic 

wrapped

That piece with bubbles in which air 

is trapped.

I spread the sheet and look down-

ward with glee.

And with two fingers, I pop one, two, 

then three.

I feel quite content and my face gets a glow

I pop some more and move on to the next row.

I'm feeling so good I can't think of stopping

As the room fills with the sounds of popping.

Every worry and care and each little trouble

Floats away with the pop of each air bubble.



Trivial Pursuits Questions

1. Who invented the telephone?

2. Which nail grows fastest?

3. What temperature does water boil at?

4. Who discovered penicillin?

5. What Spanish artist said he would eat his wife when she died?

6. Who wrote Julius Caesar, Macbeth and Hamlet?

7. Who wrote Lazarillo de Tormes?

8. What did the crocodile swallow in Peter Pan?

9. Where was Lope de Vega born?

10. Who did Lady Diana Spencer marry?

11. Where is Mulhacen?

12. How many states are there in the United States of America? 

13. Which river passes through Madrid? 

14. Which German city is famous for the perfume it produces? 

15. Who did Prince Rainier of Monaco marry? 

16. What year did the Spanish Civil War end? 

17. When did the First World War start? 

18. What did Joseph Priesley discover in 1774?

19. Where is the smallest bone in the body? 

20. Which is the only mammal that can’t jump? 

21. What does the roman numeral C represent? 

22. What colour is a panda? 

23. What nationality was Chopin? 

24. What’s the best known artificial international language? 

25. Who lived at 221B, Baker Street, London? 

1.
 (B

el
l),

 2
. (

m
id

dl
e)

 3
. (

10
0C

) 4
. (

Fl
em

in
g)

 5
. (

D
al

i) 
6.

 (S
ha

ke
sp

ea
re

) 7
. (

an
on

ym
ou

s)
 8

. (
al

ar
m

 c
lo

ck
) 9

. (
M

ad
rid

) 1
0.

 (P
rin

ce
 C

ha
rle

s)
 1

1.
 G

ra
na

da
 S

pa
in

 1
2.

 (5
0)

 1
3.

 (M
an

za
na

re
s)

 
14

. (
C

ol
og

ne
) 1

5.
 (G

ra
ce

 K
el

ly
) 1

6.
 (1

93
9)

 1
7.

 (1
91

4)
 1

8.
 (O

xy
ge

n)
 1

9.
 (e

ar
) 2

0.
 (e

le
ph

an
t) 

21
. (

10
0)

 2
2.

 (b
la

ck
 a

nd
 w

hi
te

) 2
3.

 (P
ol

is
h)

 2
4.

 (e
sp

er
an

to
) 2

5.
 (S

he
rlo

ck
 H

ol
m

es
)



NO 1 DISTRICT PEOPLE CONTACT INFORMATION AS AT 01 July 2018

Role Name Phone Mobile E-mail
District Grand Master Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 021 528 860 kjburch102@gmail.com
Director Of Ceremonies Trevor Hall 027 471 1665 trev@orcon.net.nz
Grand Steward Hugh Chamberlain (09) 437 0411 skey@xtra.co.nz
Grand Steward Roy Scahill (09) 406 7635 021 625 274 scahillr@xtra.co.nz
Education Advisor John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 028 258 85111 john@merlin.net.nz
Property & Heritage Bryan Wiig (09) 437 2840 021 105 6857 wiigy1@orcon.net.nz

Northland Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters and Higher Degrees,

The Hokianga Lodge No. 69

Master: David Kearns Secretary Garth Coulter
Address: PO Box 86

Rawene 0443
Address PO Box 79

Rawene 0443
E-mail: daveandlk66@gmail.com E-mail karlandgwen@outlook.com
Phone: (09) 405 7595 Phone (09) 405 8246
Mobile:

The Mangonui (Travelling) Lodge No. 78

Master : Roy Scahill Secretary : Bob Vartan
Address : 100 Virtue Crescent 

Tokerau Beach  
RD 3  Kaitaia 0483

Address : PO Box 402
Mangonui 0422

E-mail : scahillr@xtra.co.nz E-mail : arjayvee@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09) 406 7635 Phone : (09) 406 1239
Mobile : 021 625 274 Mobile : 021 155 8540

Lodge Whangarei No. 102

Master : Tim Telfer Secretary : Graeme Whiteman
Address : 444 Marua Road. 

RD 1 
Hikurangi 0181

Address : Townhouse 59 
Jane Mander Village. Kamo 
Whangarei 0110

E-mail : ttelfer@gmail.com E-mail : kamoagain@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 433 7605 Phone : (09) 435 6499
Mobile : 021 217 0223 Mobile : 027 435 6358

The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101

Master : John Anderson Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 4002 SH10

Kaeo 0478
Address : 66 Albert Street

Kawakawa 0210
E-mail : anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail : o211252754@yahoo.co.nz
Phone : (09) 405 1248 Phone :
Mobile : 021 100 73767 Mobile : 021 125 2754



Lodge Hikurangi No. 140

Master: Steve Bailey Secretary: Alan Bishell
Address: 346 Kamo Road

Kamo
Whangarei 0112

Address: 28B Elizabeth Street
Kensington
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail: dallasandsteveb@xtra.co.nz E-mail: hikalodge@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 435 5601 Phone: (09) 437 3036
Mobile: Mobile:

Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169

Master: John MacDonald Secretary: Graham Rogerson
Address: Unit 11

 224 Maunu Road
Whangarei 1011

Address: Unit 6
5 Waiatawa Road, Tikipunga
Whangarei 0112

E-mail: john@merlin.net.nz E-mail: edh7514@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 439 4790 Phone: (09) 437 1598
Mobile: 028 258 85111 Mobile: 021 308 069

Lodge Kororareka No. 304

Master : Alastair Mitchell Secretary : William Noble
Address : 1 Gould Street

Russell 0202
Address : PO Box 228

Russell 0242
E-mail : alastair@riskandinsurance.co E-mail : commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09) 403 7530 Phone : (09) 403 7899
Mobile : Mobile :

Lodge Parahaki No. 269

Master : Jock Adamson Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 65 Whau Valley Road

Whau Valley
Whangarei 0112

Address : 66 Albert Street
Kawakawa 0210

E-mail : jock.pat@xtra.co.nz E-mail : o211252754@yahoo.co.nz
Phone : (09) 437 3125 Phone :
Mobile : Mobile : 021 125 2754

Lodge Kerikeri No. 402

Master : Rex Graham Secretary : Robert Bubendorfer
Address : 237 Stanners Road 

RD 2 
Kerikeri 0295

Address : 344A Kerikeri Road 
Kerikeri 0230

E-mail : rexl.g@xtra.co.nz E-mail : bob@bubendorfer.net.nz
Phone : (09) 407 5584 Phone : (09) 407 1156
Mobile : 027 306 0015 Mobile : 022 631 0701



Lodge Hatea No. 431

Master: Grahame Richards Secretary Kevin Peachey
Address: 6 - 6A Pentland Road 

Regent 
Whangarei 0112

Address : 17 E Albert Street
Whangarei 0110

E-mail: anne.grahame7@gmail.com E-mail : kevinmp1049@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 459 7161 Phone : (09) 435 2916
Mobile: 021 294 4383 (Anne) Mobile: 021 758 822

Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461

Master: Pat Severensen Secretary: John Farley
Address: 4 B Braintree Street 

Kamo
Whangarei  0112

Address: 163 Church Street 
Onerahi
Whangarei  0110

E-mail: pladseve@xnet.co.nz E-mail: cathjohnf@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09) 435 1008 Phone: (09) 436 0806
Mobile: Mobile: 027 636 0806

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71

1st 
Principal

Ralph Barber Scribe E : Wayne Maday

Address : 15B Daroux Drive
RD 2
Kerikeri 0295

Address :

E-mail : ralphbarber6@gmail.com E-mail : wmaday@kinect.co.nz
Phone : (09) 401 6413 Phone : (09) 407 8761

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27

1st 
Principal

Vince Cocurullo Scribe E : Graham Morris

Address : 40 Otaika Rd
Woodhill
Whangarei 0110

Address : 8A Carr Street
Otangarei
Kamo
Whangarei 0112

E-mail : vince@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : graym@snap.net.nz
Phone : 09-438 8834 Phone : 09 435 1139
Mobile : Mobile :

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80

1st 
Principal

Stan Kerr Scribe E : Dave Starr

Address : 22 Norfolk Street 
Reotahi R D 4 
Whangarei 0174

Address : P O Box 54  
Warkworth.  0941

E-mail : stansvan@xtra.co.nz E-mail : starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone : 09 434 0024 Phone : 09 425 5664
Mobile : 027 268 8144 Mobile :



Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65

T.I.M.: Graham Morris Recorder: Mark Norgate
Address: Address :
E-mail: graym@snap.net.nz E-mail : mhnorgate@clear.net.nz
Phone: (09) 435-113 Phone : (09) 435-4027
Mobile: Mobile:

Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80

T.I.M.: Peter Copeman Recorder: Dave Starr
Address: Address: P O Box 54  

Warkworth.  0941
E-mail: E-mail: starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09) 432-7663 Phone: (09) 425 5664
Mobile: Mobile:

Knights Templar - Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17

Preceptor: Brian Mulcahy Secretary: Garry Larsen
Address : Address : 5A Melody Lane, 

Kaitaia 0410
E-mail : E-mail : glars@slingshot.co.nz
Phone : (09)-408-1456 Phone : 09 408-2309
Mobile : Mobile :

Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No. 45

M.E.S: Vince Cocurullo Secretary: Steve Shervell
Address : 40 Otaika Rd

Woodhill
Whangarei 0110

Address : 3 Koromiko Lane
R D 5
Whangarei 0110

E-mail : info@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : steve.shervell@hotmail.com
Phone : (09) 438-883 Phone : (09) 459-5932
Mobile : 021 438 952 Mobile : 027 479 1333

Order of the Secret Monitor

Supreme 
Ruler

Lindsay Stichbury Secretary: Pat Severinsen

Address : 58A Garbolino Road
RD 5 
Wellsford  0975

Address : 4 B Braintree Street
Kamo 
Whangarei 0112

E-mail : cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail : pladseve@xnet.co.nz
Phone : 09 431 5544 Phone : 09 435 1008
Mobile : 025 304 200 Mobile :
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