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Notes: 

1.  This newsletter is distributed free of charge.
2.  To subscribe or unsubscribe send an e-mail to the   
 editor
3.  Letters to the Editor and other contributions are   
 welcome.Send an e-mail to the Editor.
4.  The views expressed in this newsletter are those of   
	 the	contributors	only	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the		
	 official	policy	or	position	of	Freemasons	New	Zealand		
 or any other agency, organisation, employer or   
 company.
5.		 Unless	specifically	named,	articles	in	this	newsletter			
 do not refer to any person living or dead.

Some Quick Reads
In	1777,	the	Grand	Orient	de	France	
recognised the antiquity of the Lodge 
of Perfect Equality, ("La Parfaite 
Égalité" of Saint-Germain-en-Laye) 
said to have been formed in 1688. 
This, if it actually existed at that time, 

was a military lodge attached to the Earl of Granard's 
Royal Irish Regiment, formed by Charles II of England 
in Saint-Germain in 1661, just before his return to 
England. The regiment remained loyal to the Stuarts, 
and	did	not	return	to	France	until	after	the	fall	of	Limerick	
in	1689.	They	returned	to	barracks	in	Saint-Germain	in	
1698, surviving to become the 92nd Infantry Regiment 
after the revolution. With these dates in mind, modern 
scholars	usually	regard	the	1688	lodge	as	a	folk	tale.

THE SYMBOLISM OF THE CABLE TOW 
TEACHES A LESSON.

The	cable	tow	goes	back	to	antiquity.	The	candidate	in	a	
number of the Ancient Mysteries was led into the place 
of initiation at the end of a rope; Brahmins and Dervishes 
continue	 to	make	use	of	 it	at	 the	present	 time.	 In	every	
such case the noose, rope or cable tow has been used to 
signify control, obedience and direction.

Mackey	defines	a	cable	tow	as	"a	rope	or	line	for	drawing	
or leading" and suggests that it may have been derived 
from	the	German	"Kabeltau,"	which	has	that	significance.	
Albert	Pike	traced	the	word	back	to	the	Hebrew	"Khabel,"	
which meant variously "a rope attached to an anchor," and 
"to	bind	as	a	pledge."	J.	T.	Lawrence	finds	its	origin	in	two	
languages: "Cabel," a Dutch word meaning ''a great rope, 
which, being fastened to the anchor, holds the ship fast 
when she rides"; "tow" he believes to be a Saxon word 
which means "to hale or draw."
The cable tow carries an undeniably symbolical meaning. 
It is seen as the emblem of the natural, untaught man's 
bondage to ignorance and lust, which bondage it is the 
mission of Masonry to remove. 

Lawrence	defines	it	as	"the	Mystic	Tie	binding	the	initiate	
to God, to the Order and to Righteousness; a tie which 
holds	a	man	fast,	lest	he	drift	like	a	ship	at	sea."

Ref:	The	New	Zealand	Craftsman	April	1,	1946

"THE	GAVEL."

The word "Gavel" is derived from the Teutonic, Giebel 
or	Gipfel,	a	gable	or	peak,	giving	the	idea	of	a
pointed	extremity.	The	gavel	is	sometimes	called	a	"Hi-
ram," because it denotes the Governor of the Craft, 
and	is	employed	to	keep	that	order	in	a	Lodge	that	Hi-
ram was supposed to have exercised during the build-
ing of the Temple. The proper form of a gavel is that 
of a stonemason's hammer. The auctioneer's hammer 
sometimes used is improper, as being too strongly 
suggestive of the initiate being sold. in more senses 
than	one,	and	because	that	form	of	hammer	is	not	fit-
ted	to	"break	off	the	rough	corners	of	stones."

Ref:	The	New	Zealand	Craftsman	January	1,	1942

WORDS USED BY FREEMASONS.

We are called Accepted Masons. In the old days all 
Masons were operatives; they actually served an 
apprenticeship to the mason's trade, and actually 
wrought at it for their livelihood. But in time men who 
were not operative masons were admitted to the 
fraternity, and these were called Accepted Masons. 

The	first	Accepted	Masons	whose	names	are	known	
to us were Elias Ashmole, the antiquary, and Colonel 
Henry	Mainwaring,	who	were	admitted	in	the	first	half	
of the seventeenth century about seventy years before 
the formation of the G.L. of England.

Ref:	The	New	Zealand	Craftsman	January	2nd,	1907.
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Editorial

This Month - Men’s Health 

Depression

The	country	was	bemused	when	it	was	announced	on	22nd	August	2018	that	the	well	known	broadcaster,	Greg	Boyed,	
had	taken	his	own	life	while	on	holiday	in	Switzerland	with	his	family.	His	public	image	portrayed	him	as	someone	full	
of	energy,	yet	sadly,	all	too	often,	this	public	persona	masks	feelings	which	the	person	is	not	able	to	or	having	difficulty	
dealing with.

Freemasonry	is	not	exempt	and	has	members	who	suffer	from	this	illness.	On	the	21st	August	1888	The	Otago Daily 
Times	reported	on	a	lavish	farewell	banquet	to	PM	Bro	J	Baxter	of	Lodge	Celtic	No	477	SC	who	with	his	wife	and	family	
were	leaving	Dunedin	for	Australia	to	find	a	new	life.	22	months	later	the	NZ	Herald	in	an	article	dated	22	October	1890	
reported	on	the	suicide	of	PM	Bro	J	Baxter	whose	dreams	for	a	new	life	in	Australia	had	failed.	He	returned	to	New	Zea-
land and according to the newspaper report shot himself in the head in Kyber Pass Road in his brother’s house where 
he was staying with his wife and children pending a return to Dunedin. 

More	recently	a	Grand	Lodge	officer	in	Auckland	also	ended	his	own	life.

Those who do not suffer from depression are usually unaware that someone in their midst is in the grip of this illness. 
There	are	many	causes	of	depression	which	can	be	read	about	on	the	Mental	Health	Foundation	website	here.

IF YOU NEED TO TALK TO SOMEONE ELSE:

•	 Lifeline:		 	 	 0800	543	354	(available	24/7)
•	 Suicide	Crisis	Helpline:			 0508	828	865	(0508	TAUTOKO)	(available	24/7)
•	 Depression	Helpline:		 	 0800	111	757

Prostate Cancer

Symptoms	of	Prostate	Problems	can	be	read	by	clicking	this	link	

Many men begin to have problems with their prostate as they get older. Most problems are caused by simple enlargement 
of	the	prostate,	but	a	few	are	caused	by	cancer.	To	get	checked	for	Prostate	Cancer	consult	with	your	GP.

Usually	the	first	sign	of	trouble	is	with	passing	urine.	A	man	may	notice	one	or	more	of	the	following	symptoms:

•	 trouble	getting	the	flow	of	urine	started,	especially	if	in	a	hurry
•	 trouble	stopping	the	flow	of	urine	(“dribbling”)
•	 the	stream	of	urine	is	weak,	or	it	stops	and	starts
•	 needing	urgently	to	pass	urine	at	any	time
•	 feeling	a	need	to	pass	urine	more	often	during	the	day,	even	though	not	much	comes	out
•	 getting	up	at	night	to	pass	urine	more	than	once
•	 feeling	a	need	to	pass	more	urine,	even	though	none	comes	out
•	 pain	and/or	burning	when	passing	urine;	this	may	be	a	sign	of	infection

This Month is Blue September	so	make	sure	that	you	and	your	Lodge	support	it.

Fraternally

Editor
North	News
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What's Happened in Northland Recently

Lodge Parahaki No 269

On Saturday 4th July a well attended Board 
of Installed Masters was held to install Bro 
Shane Stratton into the Chair of King Solomon 
at	Lodge	Parahaki	No	269.	W.Bro	Shane	was	
accompanied by his wife and children and his 
9 year old daughter Kate gave the reply to the 
visitors	toast.	Here	is	what	she	said:

Good afternoon,

My name is Kate Stratton. I am Shane 
Stratton’s daughter. My mummy, Rachael, 
was supposed to do this speech but she is 
not good at public speaking so I said I would 
do it. 

Brian, (W,Bro Brian Smith PM who gave the 
toast) on behalf of my mummy and all of the 
other ladies here I would like to thank you for 

your kind toast to the ladies. I am sure that all the ladies here would agree that we look forward to 
the night that our daddy’s and husband’s go to Lodge so that we can have the TV to ourselves and 
hop in bed and fall fast asleep before they come home and wake us up with their snoring!

On behalf of the Stratton family I would like to thank you all for coming to my daddy’s installation. 

Congratulations Daddy

In	a	further	break	with	tradition	all	three	children	“sat	with	Dad”	(and	held	oversized	gavels)	while	the	
official	photo’s	were	taken.	From	left	to	right	we	have	Jack,	Oliver,	W.Bro	Shane	Stratton,	and	Kate.	
(Mum	(Rachael)	was	too	busy	in	the	kitchen	to	appear	in	the	photo).

A great family day in the history of this Lodge.

Lodge Whangarei No 102

Moday	13th	August	saw	Bro	Dave	Laverick	raised	to	the	
sublime degree of Master Mason.

We wish Bro Dave many happy and meaningful years 
of	Freemasonry	and	look	forward	to	seeing	him	take	the	
Chair	of	King	Solomon	in	this	very	old	Northland	Lodge.

The photo shows Bro Dave with the Master, W.Bro Tim 
Telfer after the ceremony



Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169

Thursday	16th	August	saw	the	big	“Third	Step	in	Freemasonry”	happen	for	Bro	Will	McCracken	who	
has	gained	fame	in	the	Lodge	as	the	grandson	of	VW.	Bro	Ron	McCracken	(P.G.D.C)	and	son	of	
W.Bro	Greg	McCracken	a	Past	Master	in	the	Lodge.	

To	make	it	as	much	a	McCracken	family	affair	as	
possible	W.Bro	Greg	took	the	chair	for	the	ceremony	
while other family members each played a part on 
this very important night including Bro Doug Wall 
from	Lodge	Arawa	No	406	located	in	Rotorua.	Bro	
Doug is the father of Bro Will’s partner.

A large crowd of visitors made for a very happy 
night for all who attended. 

We wish Bro Will many happy years of wearing his 
Lewis pin and Master Mason’s apron and hope that 
he	will	get	as	much	pleasure	from	Freemasonry	as	
have his Grandfather and father.

The	photo	shows	W.Bro	Greg	McCracken,	
Bro	Will,	Bro	Doug	Wall,	and	VW.	Bro	Ron	
McCracken

Lodge Hatea No 431

To	paraphrase	an	old	saying	-	“Past	District	Grand	Masters’s	never	die	-	they	only	forget	their	lines”	
was	proven	false	on	Monday	27th	August	when	VW.	Bro	Bob	
Vartan	P.D.G.M	took	the	chair	as	Installing	Master	at	Lodge	
Hatea	No	431	to	place	W.Bro	Hugh	Chamberlain	G.S	in	the	
chair	 of	 King	 Solomon	 for	 the	 ensuing	 year.	 VW	 Bro	 Bob	
delivered	 his	 “lines”	 as	 if	 he	was	 near	 completing	 another	
three years as District Grand Master - a duty he surrendered 
some nearly two years ago.

A large number of Brethren, visitors, and ladies from all over 
the	Northland	District	attended	this	Installation	with	the	usual	
Masonic toasts following the ceremony.

We	wish	W.Bro	Hugh	the	very	best	for	the	coming	year	and	
hope	that	he	is	able	to	find	time	to	visit	in	his	role	as	Master	
of	Lodge	Hatea	as	well	as	carry	out	his	duties	as	a	Grand	
Steward for the District.

W.Bro	 Grahame	 Richards	 R.H.	 in	 handing	 the	 gavel	 over	
to the Installing Master was able to breathe a sign of relief 
having	completed	his	6th	term	as	a	Master	of	Lodge	Hatea.	

Enjoy	your	 “time	out”	W.	Bro	Grahame	and	happy	 real	 life	
birthday for August 6th just passed with many more to follow!



Happy 80th in the Maunu Masonic Village. Whangarei

The usually sedate life in the Maunu 
Masonic	 Village	 in	 Whangarei	 was	
abruptly	 shaken	 on	 Saturday	 the	 18th	
August when Bev Tittleton celebrated 
her	80th	birthday	with	family	and	friends	
in the village, community centre

She and husband, Roy, were delighted 
to have their children and grandchildren 
make	the	effort	to	travel	up	to	Whangarei	
to be with them for her big day.

With	 plenty	 of	 finger	 food,	 a	 variety	 of	
liquid refreshment to suit the different age 
groups, and live music from a guitarist 
playing songs that everyone in the room 
could sing to, even had a few brave 
people up testing their limbs, dancing. 
No	“geriatrics”	in	this	village!

Bev’s	 “real”	 birthday	 was	 on	 Tuesday	
21th	so	husband,	Roy	“went	for	a	walk”	
while some of the other ladies in the 
village shared a morning tea together in 
the Tittleton Unit.

We wish Bev many more happy birthdays 
and show her in the photo to the left 
“cutting	her	cake”

Some of the “crowd” at Bev Tittleton’s 80th Birthday

Bev & Roy Tittleton



What's Coming Up In Northland

Create A Printable Calendar of Craft Lodges On The Web

Your Northern Division Website Team Are Here To Help

028 258 85111

Contact Us If You Need A Hand Or Want To Contribute

WHANGAREI  Royal Arch Chapter No. 27 
TUES	4th	September	2018	 7-30	p.m.	 Excellent	Degree	-	Bro	Shane	Stratton

HOKIANGA  Royal Arch Chapter No.71  .
WED		5th	September	2018	 7-30	p.m.	 Simulated	Mark	Degree.

Grand Superintendent Visit North Shore RAC Installation at Albany 6th September
Stans	Van	-	Contact	VE	Comp	Jack	Robson	for	a	booking	(09)	430	0099

KAIPARA-MAHURANGI Royal Arch Chapter No. 80
THURS		27th	September	2018		11-00	a.m.			 Excellent	Degree	-	Bro	Joe	Cross
 
CONCORD MARK LODGE  No. 580  Presention and Investiture 
WED	5th	September	2018								6-30	p.m.					 followed	by	Dinner	at	Gengies

WHANGAREI ROSE CROIX CHAPTER No.45 
SAT		22nd	September	2018						11-00	a.m.					 Installation	-	E.	&	P.	Comp	V.Cocurullo

KAITAIA KNIGHT  TEMPLAR  No. 17  
SAT		29th		September			2018						7-30	p.m.	 Installation	-	Bro.	Kt.	John	Anderson

SPECIAL NOTICE

The Annual General Meeting of the Combined Chapters of Northland 

will be held at

The Masonic Centre, 
Albert Street, Whangarei   

on

SUNDAY 30th SEPTEMBER 2018 

10-00a.m.
“Cuppa” and “Bikkies” at 9-30 a.m.

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=


A History of Freemasonry in Western Samoa

With	 our	 District	 Grand	 Master,	 VW	 Bro	
Kevin Burch and his wife Judy in Western 
Samoa to perform the Installation ceremony 
for	Lodge	Calliope	No	252	it	is	appropriate	
to	have	a	look	at	the	history	of	Freemasonry	
In Western Samoa. The following pages are 
created	 from	 a	 paper	 to	 the	Hawke’s	 Bay	
Research	 Lodge	 No.	 305	 given	 by	W.Bro	
Les	Reid,	PGBB	on	the	5	February	2007.

New	Zealand	Forces	occupied	the	Territory	
of	Western	Samoa	on	29/8/1914,	being	the	
first	 allied	 occupation	 of	 German	 territory	
and	 without	 a	 shot	 being	 fired.	 It	 was	

assigned	 under	mandate,	 dated	 17th	December	 1920,	 from	 the	 League	 of	Nations	 to	New	Zealand.	 In	December	
1946,	its	status	was	changed	to	a	Trusteeship	Territory	of	the	United	Nations	Organisation.	Cabinet	government	was	
inaugurated	in	the	early	1950’s	and	full	self-government	was	re-established	on	1st	January	1962.	The	Grand	Lodge	
of	New	Zealand	archives	has	a	copy	of	a	letter,	dated	15th	April	1920,	by	Bro’s	Wm	T	Beck	and	Henry	Lloyd	Halliday,	
written	to	Capt	Edwards	and	other	freemasons	known	to	be	living	in	Apia,	Samoa,	which	reads	as	follows:	-	

“A meeting will be held in the office of the Harbourmaster on Monday next the 19th at 8pm to further consider the matter 
of the establishment of a lodge in Apia. It is hoped that the deliberations at this meeting will enable application for a 
charter to be sent forward and for this reason as large an attendance as possible is particularly desired.”

For	some	years	after	the	turn	of	the	century	many	of	the	residents	of	Apia,	from	all	quarters	of	the	earth,	who	were	
members	of	the	Craft,	frequently	discussed	the	possibility	of	starting	a	Lodge	in		Apia.	During	the	years	1920	to	1923	
informal	meetings	were	held	from	time	to	time	and	finally	letters	of	inquiry	were	sent	to	the	Grand	Lodge	of	England,	
Ireland,	Scotland,	Australia	and	New	Zealand	re	the	forming	of	a	Craft	Lodge	at	Apia.	In	reply	the	Grand	Lodges	agreed	
unanimously that if a Lodge were to be established at Apia it should come under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge 
of	New	Zealand.	On	receipt	of	this	advice	negotiations	were	continued	with	the	Grand	Lodge	of	New	Zealand	to	such	
effect	that	a	team	of		Grand	Lodge	Officers	visited	Apia	for	the	purpose	of	consecrating	the	Lodge	and	Installing	a	Master	
and	his	officers	from	the	local	members	of	the	Craft.	This	Installation	duly	took	place	on	the	30th	August	1923.	At	the	
Consecration	and	Dedication	of	Lodge	Calliope	No	252,	New	Zealand	Constitution,	on	the	30th	August	1923,	there	were	
twenty-four Charter Members.

When the Lodge was dedicated, a building belonging to the London Missionary Society was leased, but when the lease 
expired	in	1941	a	building	owned	by	the	Western	Samoa	Trust	Estates	Corporation	was	leased.	From	1985	to	1990	the	
Lodge	was	dormant.	The	Lodge	Room	at	Moto’otua,	which	had	been	owned	for	about	20	years,	was	sold	at	this	time.	
The Lodge now meets in rented premises at Beach Road, Sogi, Apia.

In	1997,	following	the	irregular	removal	of	a	lodge	trustee,	the	lodge	resolved	to	petition	GLNZ	with	the	object	of	forming	
a	Grand	Lodge	of	Samoa.	Their	Charter	was	briefly	withdrawn	until	 these	matters	were	resolved	amicably,	with	 the	
Lodge	agreeing	to	continue	under	GLNZ.	It	is	interesting	to	note	that	the	Lodge	funds	were	frozen	at	this	time,	although	
GLNZ	assured	the	brethren	of	Lodge	Calliope,	that	whatever	the	outcome,	the	funds	would	only	be	for	use	in	Samoa.

During the Second World War many U.S. Service Personnel were stationed at Apia.  Some joined as Joining Members 
while others were initiated. Lodge Calliope has the honour of being the most northerly Lodge in the Register of the Grand 
Lodge	of	New	Zealand	and	also	of	being	the	most	westerly	Lodge	in	the	World,	due	to	its	being	so	near	the	International	
Date Line. It is the last Lodge in the World to be Tyled on the Thursday nearest the full moon. 

The Name “Calliope”

The	name,	“Calliope”,	 is	linked	with	the	history	of	Samoa	and	it	 is	most	appropriate	that	the	Lodge	should	be	called	
Lodge	Calliope.	In	March	1889	seven	warships	were	anchored	in	Apia	Harbour.	Three	were	American,	the	Trenton,	the	
Vandalia	and	the	Nipsic,	three	were	German,	the	Olga,	the	Adler	and	the	Eber,	and	one	was	British,	H.M.S.	Calliope,	
commanded by Captain Kane.

All these seven ships had anchored in Apia Bay because at that time there was trouble in Samoa between the Malietoa, 
Mataafa and Tamasese families. The British and Americans were helping the Malietoa and Mataafa side, while the 
Germans	helped	the	Tamasese	side.	On	Friday,	the	15th	March,	there	were	signs	that	there	was	going	to	be	a	bad	
storm, but none of the ships sailed out to safety.



None	wished	to	steam	away	and	leave	the	others	alone	in	the	harbour.	The	Germans	thought	the	Americans	and	the	
British might land and conquer Tamasese’s warriors. The Americans and British thought that the Germans would shell 
the	town	and	defeat	the	men	of	Mataafa’s	armies.	Each	ship	stoked	up	its	fires	and	prepared	to	ride	out	the	storm	in	
the harbour, depending upon its engines to hold the ship against the wind and waves. All through the night, the storm 
increased	in	force,	and	when	daylight	came,	the	Eber	had	sunk	below	the	edge	of	the	reef,	with	the	loss	of	all	but	five	of	
her	crew.	The	Adler	was	blown	against	the	Olga,	making	a	great	hole	in	her	side.	The	Nipsic	had	her	funnel	blown	away.	
Throughout	that	day,	Saturday,	16th	March,	the	ships	tried	to	keep	their	positions	in	the	bay,	but	one	by	one	they	were	
forced	away	from	their	anchoring-places.	The	Nipsic	was	driven	ashore	on	to	the	beach	where	all	but	seven	of	her	crew	
was helped ashore by Samoan people. The Adler was the next to drift towards the shore, but many were drowned during 
the	night.	The	Vandalia,	the	Olga	and	the	Calliope	tossed	closely	together	upon	the	giant	waves.	

When	the	Vandalia	seemed	likely	to	crash	into	the	Calliope,	Captain	Kane	had	to	reverse	his	engines	swiftly	so	that	the	
ship	almost	touched	the	shore	reef.	He	then	slipped	the	last	remaining	anchor,	for	he	had	decided	to	fight	his	way	out	to	
the	open	sea.	Using	all	the	power	of	the	ship’s	engines	that	were	burning	high-grade	Westport	(NZ)	coal,	Captain	Kane	
gradually brought his ship closer and closer to the harbour entrance. Sometimes the ship was buried in sea and foam; 
sometimes	she	was	tossed	high	on	the	great	waves.	Near	the	opening	in	the	reef	the	Trenton	was	so	close	to	the	reef	
that the Calliope almost touched the American ship as they passed. The Trenton’s crew cheered the Calliope as she 
fought	her	way	out	to	safety,	and	the	Calliope’s	crew	returned	the	cheer.	The	Calliope	finally	reached	the	open	sea	in	
safety.

Meanwhile,	in	the	harbour,	the	Vandalia’s	captain,	unable	to	keep	off	the	reef,	tried	to	beach	his	ship	near	the	Nipsic,	
but	the	ship	struck	the	corner	of	the	inner	reef	and	settled	in	the	water	there.	Many	of	her	crew	died	in	an	attempt	to	get	
a	line	ashore,	and	others	climbed	the	rigging	where	they	stayed	until	they	were	taken	on	to	the	Trenton.	The	Trenton,	
which	had	lost	her	rudder	and	her	wheel,	also	had	her	engines	flooded	and	her	fires	put	out.	She	broke	her	moorings	
during the afternoon of the 16th March, and drifted in the direction of the Olga. In order to avoid a collision, the Olga’s 
captain slipped his mooring-chains, and, going full- steam ahead, beached his ship off Matautu in shallow water, from 
which	she	was	later	refloated.

The	Trenton,	out	of	control,	was	washed	past	the	Nipsic	towards	the	Vandalia,	which	lay	partly	sunk	a	few	metres	from	
the	shore.	As	night	came	on,	she	stopped	near	the	Vandalia	and	ropes	were	passed	so	that	the	men	could	climb	on	to	
the	Trenton.	She	later	piled	up	on	top	of	the	Vandalia	and	her	top	decks	were	washed	by	the	waves,	but	all	of	the	sailors	
were	saved,	except	one,	who	was	killed	by	a	block	from	the	ship’s	rigging.

All	the	ships,	except	for	the	Calliope,	were	now	beached	or	wrecked.	The	people	on	shore	had	tried	to	rescue	the	sailors	
who	were	on	the	wrecked	ships,	but	the	fury	of	the	storm	was	still	too	great	and	it	was	not	until	Sunday	17th,	that	the	
force	of	the	wind	abated	and	the	Samoans	were	able	to	take	lines	out	to	the	ships	so	that	the	sailors	could	be	brought	
ashore.	Under	the	leadership	of	Seumanu,	the	chief	of	Apia	village,	the	Samoans	worked	well	and	bravely	to	rescue	
the sailors, but, the loss of the lives of one hundred and forty-four sailors, 
and	the	wreckage	of	the	ships,	saddened	the	hearts	of	the	British,	American	
and	German	officials,	who	had	previously	been	quarrelling.	An	agreement,	
called the Treaty of Berlin 1899, was later signed, dividing Samoa between 
Germany and the U.S.A. 

After	the	Calliope	had	finished	her	career	as	a	warship	she	returned	to	
England where for many years she was used as a training-ship for young 
sailors. She had sails as well as steam power.  

In 1953, she 
was	broken	
up, and her 
steering wheel 
was sent to 
Western Samoa, 
where it was on 
display in the 
Court-room of 
Government 
Buildings at 
Apia. It is now 
in the Maritime 
Museum at 
Auckland.

The HMS Calliope in Port

Illustrated London News for 27 April 1889.
Artist's conception of HMS Calliope being 
cheered on by the crew of USS Trenton as 

Calliope escapes from Apia Harbour. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Calliope_%281884%29
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MASONIC COIN AS LEGAL TENDER

In	1794	a	Masonic	token	was	minted	in	honor	of	the	Prince	of	Wales	in	England.	A	son	of	George	III,	he	later	became	
George	the	IV.	From	1790	to	1813	he	served	the	Grand	Lodge	of	England	(Moderns)	as	Grand	Master.	The	ordinator	of	
the	coin	was	Brother	James	Sketchley	of	Birmingham	who	created	the	coin	to	commemorate	the	election	of	the	Prince	
as Grand Master. These coins were so superior in their copper content that they readily became tender. In 1817 they 
they were withdrawn from circulation by government order.

RUDYARD KIPLING AND THE CRAFT

Rudyard	Kipling,	 the	 famous	English	author,	was	born	 in	 India	of	English	parents.	He	was	educated	 in	England	but	
returned	to	India	in	1880.	He	was	initiated	in	Hope	and	Perseverance	Lodge	No.	782,	Lahore,	Punjab,	India	in	1886.	A	
special	dispensation	was	necessary	as	he	was	only	twenty	years	and	six	months	at	the	time.	When	he	took	the	degrees,	
there	were	four	Holy	Books	upon	the	alter	representing	the	dominant	religions	 in	 the	area.	Upon	his	raising	he	was	
immediately elected secretary; and he prepared the minutes of that meeting himself. 
Many	years	later	he	wrote:	“I	was	secretary	for	some	years	of	Hope	and	Perseverance	Lodge	No.	782,	E.	C.,	Lahore,	
which	included	Brethren	of	at	least	four	creeds.	I	was	entered	by	a	member	of	Brahmo	Somaj,	a	Hindu;	passed	by	a	
Mohammedan; and raised by an Englishman. Our Tyler was an Indian Jew. We met, of course on the level, and the only 
difference anyone would notice was that at the banquets, some of the Brethren, who were debarred by caste from eating 
food	not	ceremonially	prepared,	sat	over	empty	plates.”

SMALL POCKS AND THE CRAFT

Dr.	 Edward	 Jenner,	 an	 early	 English	 Physician,	 observed	 that	milk	maids	who	 once	 had	 smallpox	 did	 not	 get	 the	
disease when exposed to it. After experimenting, he announced this discovery in 1789, and vaccination followed shortly 
thereafter.	He	was	Worshipful	Master	of	Royal	Faith	and	Friendship	Lodge	No.	270	in	Berkeley,	England,	in	1811-1813.

THE THOMSON MASONIC FRAUD

Matthew	McBain	Thomson	was	born	Scotland.	In	1881	he	settled	in	Montpelier,	Idaho.	He	returned	to	Scotland	but	in	
1898	returned	to	Montpelier	with	a	patent	from	the	“Scottish	Grand	College	of	Rites”.	He	used	this	document	to	create	
his	“American	Masonic	Federation”,	later	changed	to	“International	Masonic	Federation”.	He	promoted	the	sale	of	all	
sorts	of	“Masonic”	degrees	by	mail	and	worked	through	paid	solicitors.	Reduced	rates	were	given	when	groups	were	
large	and	many	joined	at	the	same	time.	He	and	two	other	were	eventually	prosecuted	for	using	the	mails	to	defraud	
and in 1922 they were sent to jail.
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The Royal Arch Degree as Myth 
RE Comp Phil Ivamy PGLec 

In	this	paper	I	hope	to	delve	into	the	Royal	Arch	degree,	to	see	if	the	degree	fulfills	the	elements	of	myth,	and	if	it	does	
where	does	that	leave	us?	

To	begin	-	The	Royal	Arch	Degree	can	be	briefly	summarised	as	follows	-	In	the	Holy	Royal	Arch	degree	the	candidate,	a	
sojourner	from	Babylon,	takes	part	in	clearing	the	debris	from	the	destruction	of	King	Solomon’s	Temple	to	start	building	
the second temple, in so doing an Arch is discovered leading to the discovery of the Word that was lost by the untimely 
death	of	our	master	Hiram	Abiff	in	the	Master	Masons	degree.	

So	far,	so	good,	now	what	about	myths?	

Myths are important legends that are more than stories as they contribute more than just entertainment value – they 
add	to	the	commonality	and	make	the	community	richer	for	the	information	they	impart.	According	to	one	Masonic	writer	
myth	is	“an	ancient	and	effective	way	of	conveying	truths	about	life	to	the	receptive	and	properly	prepared	mind”	(Lomas	
P58). 

Myths	 contain	 important	 communal	 information	and	 the	allegories	 contain	 hidden	 knowledge	 for	 those	 that	wish	 to	
scratch deeper beneath the very entertaining surface. 

As man has developed and evolved he has placed great importance on ritual and ceremonies. But when man entered the 
scientific	age	he	has	largely	done	away	with	ritual,	and	I	believe	that,	whether	he	knows	it	or	not,	he	has	lost	something	
important as a result. Whereas traditionally there would be a coming of age initiation ritual amongst men, there is very 
little	these	days	to	mark	the	growth	and	development	of	a	man.	This	is	an	area	where	masonry	fills	a	noticeable	void.	
Each	important	step	we	take	in	our	Masonic	career,	from	the	1st	degree	to	the	Royal	Arch	degree	and	beyond,	is	marked	
with an impressive and memorable ceremony or ritual. While being a pleasant memory I wonder if it also serves a sub 
conscious need we have as a species. Joseph Campbell, a world renowned researcher and author on the power of the 
myth states that myths serve four purposes: 

Firstly	the	‘Mystical’	function,	which	serves	to	awaken	and	maintain	in	the	individual	a	sense	of	awe	and	gratitude	in	
relation to the mystery dimension of the universe, so that he recognizes and participates in it The second function of a 
living	mythology	is	to	offer	an	image	of	the	universe	that	will	be	in	accord	with	the	knowledge	of	the	time,	the	science	
and	the	fields	of	action	of	the	folk	to	whom	the	mythology	is	addressed	

The	 third	 function	 is	 to	validate,	support	and	 imprint	 the	norms	of	a	given,	specific	moral	order,	 that,	namely,	of	 the	
society in which the individual is to live. 

The fourth is to guide him, stage by stage, in health, strength, and harmony of spirit, through the whole foreseeable 
course of a useful life. 

Taking	each	of	these	functions	in	order	we	see	that	-	

Firstly	–	the	mystical	function	is	amply	illustrated	by	the	recovery	of	the	three	fold	word	of	the	degree	–	both	this	and	
Jehovah referring to the divinity. 

The	second	function	sets	the	working	of	the	Royal	Arch	degree	firmly	in	the	Old	Testament	framework	–	and	is	of	its	time	
–	firstly	in	its	setting	in	500BC,	but	also	as	an	18th	Century	reenactment	of	Old	testament	stories	in	order	to	reinforce	
morals of the day. 

Third – social norms. The norms that we aspire to live by are demonstrated by the dedication of the sojourners in 
sticking	to	the	task	at	hand,	in	accepting	the	lowest	work	in	the	Lords	service,	and	other	such	virtues	are	rewarded	by	
the recovery of that which was lost. 

The fourth function, that of providing a guide for the participant and the observer to live by are greatly illustrated both in 
the	earlier	degrees	–	for	example,	the	keystone	making	the	Arch	whole	in	the	Mark	Master	degree;	and	the	Royal	Arch	
degree,	for	instance	reestablishing	the	book	of	the	law,	and	the	lost	word	in	the	Royal	Arch	degree	give	all	thinking	and	
feeling men a guide to life this life by and beyond. 



This	mythical	interpretation	is	further	illustrated	if	we	look	at	the	journey	of	the	sojourners;	they	are	returning	from	the	
land	of	Babylon	to	Jerusalem.	Babylon	was	a	place	of	excess	and	of	plenty,	very	much	a	place	of	the	flesh	and	the	
material world. Jerusalem, however, is their spiritual home. Thus we see their journey as a spiritual quest. Indeed the 
sufferings	of	those	traveling	from	Babylon	to	Jerusalem	on	their	spiritual	quest	are	further	illustrated	in	the	“Red	Cross	
of	Babylon/Babylonish	Pass”	side	degree.	The	mythical	purpose	of	norms	to	live	by	and	a	guide	for	his	development	are	
amply portrayed here. 

This degree is also, perhaps, a degree of rebirth or a new cycle in that we are entering into the place of demise of the 
old temple in our quest to build a new spiritual temple. 

This Royal Arch degree is a degree of completion – it is both a completion of the travel through the veils into the 
Sanhedrin,	the	completion	of	the	Holy	Royal	Arch	but	also,	larger	than	that	it	is	the	completion	of	the	three	degrees	of	
Antient	Freemasonry	with	the	discovery	of	the	genuine	secrets	that	supplant	those	substituted	secrets	of	the	third	degree.	
Further	to	this	it	 is	the	completion	of	the	journey	that	began	in	the	first	degree	with	the	birth	of	the	man,	the	second	
degree is the growth of that man, the third degree is the death of that man in the hope of a spiritual resurrection; in the 
Royal	Arch	degree	with	the	recovery	of	the	genuine	secrets	of	a	Freemason	that	man	is	assured	of	that	resurrection	with	
the discovery that the three fold name of God indicating the trinity. 

The proliferation of threes within the degree is perhaps an ingenious way of tying the setting of this Old Testament 
working	with	the	Trinity	of	the	New	Testament.	Giving	a	little	extra	for	those	of	the	Christian	faith	to	contemplate	on,	not	
at the expense of other belief systems, however. 

Myths	have	become	sidelined	as	we	become	increasingly	secular	and	scientifically	driven,	a	move	which	has	seen	our	
society	becoming	increasingly	alienated	and	fragmented.	This	highlights	a	gap	in	our	societies	make	up,	an	indication	
that something is missing and that we need something more. A spiritual something. 

And	that	 is	where	the	Royal	Arch	working	comes	in.	The	Royal	Arch	working	 is	 indeed	a	mystic	and	spiritual	quest,	
based	on	all	that	is	best	in	myth,	leading	to	the	way	back	from	whence	we	have	come	–	i.e.	union	with	our	maker.	
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OLD HOLY ROYAL ARCH TRACING BOARDS

In an attempt to standardise the design of 
lodge	 tracing	 boards	 the	 Duke	 of	 Sussex,	 the	
first	 Grand	 Master	 of	 the	 United	 Grand	 Lodge	
of England and the Past Grand Master of the 
Moderns,	 commissioned	 the	 artist	 John	 Harris	
to harmonise the tracing boards by creating an 
official	model	for	each	degree	including	the	Holy	
Royal Arch, a degree within the Moderns that 
had been controlled by the Craft up until 1817. 
John	 Harris,	 (1791-1873)	 came	 from	 an	 artistic	
family and was a painter of miniatures and an 
architectural	 draughtsman.	 He	 was	 initiated	 in	
1818 and from the beginning was fascinated by 
the	 symbolic	 portrayals	 on	 tracing	 boards.	 He	
soon revolutionised the concept of the designs, 
which ultimately led to the standardisation of 
tracing boards throughout the constitution.

In	 1823,	 somewhat	 business	 minded,	 Harris	
dedicated a set of his miniature tracing boards to 
the	Duke	of	Sussex,	the	first	Grand	Master	of	the	

United Grand Lodge of England. This act naturally popularised his designs and his 
tracing	boards	soon	became	fashionable	and	in	demand	by	the	majority	of	lodges.	A	true	breakthrough	came	when	an	
invitation	by	the	Emulation	Lodge	of	Improvement	was	made	for	artists	to	submit	designs	for	tracing	boards.	John	Harris’	
designs	won	hands	down	and	he	never	looked	back.	He	produced	a	series	of	designs	for	tracing	boards	including	the	
Royal	Arch,	which	are	used	in	Masonic	ritual	to	help	explain	the	symbolism	and	moral	system	of	freemasonry.	Harris’s	
designs were widely adopted, and form the basis of many still in use today.
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OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 1064, 18 MAY 1865, SUPPLEMENT 

The	ceremony	of	opening	and	consecrating	the	Provincial	Grand	Lodge	of	New	Zealand,	S.C.	and	the	Installation	of	
Bro.	 the	Hon.	Vincent	Pyke	as	first	Provincial	Grand	Master,	 took	place,	on	Wednesday,	19th	April,	at	 the	Masonic	
Hall,	Dunedin.	This	important	masonic	event	naturally	attracted	great	attention	amongst	the	fraternity,	who	are	perhaps	
more numerous in Otago than in any community of equal population. The hall was chastely and elegantly decorated. 
The walls were hung with festoons of evergreens and choice plants, interspersed with grouped masses of gorgeous 
flowers;	and	a	border	of	fern	leaves	was	tastefully	arranged	round	the	cornices.	The	numbers	of	the	various	Lodges	
were designed of the same material behind the spaces allotted for their respective accommodation, and wreaths of the 
graceful lycopodium were twined round the great pillars in the West and other portions of the furniture. Draped banners 
were	suspended	from	the	roof,	and	the	old	Lion	of	Scotland	lined	the	Master's	canopy,	whilst	the	masonic	flag	waved	
over the head of the Senior Warden. On the pedestal in the East were appropriately displayed a handsome and com-
plete	set	of	Masonic	tools,	presented	to	Brother	Pyke,	in	1860,	on	the	occasion	of	his	laying	the	foundation	stone	of	
the	great	Taradale	viaduct	on	the	Melbourne	and	Echuca	(Victoria)	Railway.	The	clothing	and	jewels	of	the	Provincial	
Grand Lodge were laid out on an adjoining table, and were generally admired. The beautiful thistle wreath embroidery 
of the aprons, the embroidered gauntlets, and the massive and chastely designed jewels of solid silver, richly gilt, were 
admitted	to	be	equal,	if	not	superior,	to	anything	in	the	colonies,	and	reflected	great	credit	
on	the	taste	and	skill	of	the	Grand	Jeweller,	Brother	Hay,	of	Edinburgh,	by	whom	they	were	
furnished.

OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 3921, 10 SEPTEMBER 1874

The Thames Star learns that Mr Andrew Beveridge has received a commission from the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 
appointing	him	R.	W.P.G.	Master	for	the	North	Island,	and	that	the	Provincial	Grand	Lodge	will	be	constituted	as	soon	
as	Mr	Beveridge's	health	will	permit	him	to	assume	the	duties	of	his	high	office.

OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 6103, 1 SEPTEMBER 1881 

One	of	the	most	interesting	events	in	the	annals	of	Freemasonry	in	New	Zealand	
took	a	place	on	the	evening	of	August	31st,	when	the	new	Masonic	Hall	in	Moray	
place, Dunedin, was consecrated with the utmost ceremony. - The building lately 
used as the Jewish Synogogue having been purchased by the  Dunedin Masonic 
Hall	Company,	the	directors	entrusted	to	Bro	P.M.	D.	Ross,	District	Grand	Super-
intendent	of	Works,	E.C.,	the	task	of	rendering	the	edifice	suitable	for	Masonic	
purposes, and in this Bro P.M. Ross has succeeded to perfection, giving the craft 
a most perfect and complete Masonic temple. 

The	hall	proper	is	a	superb	apartment,	50	feet	long	by	30	feet	broad,	and	20	feet	
high. Its appointments, are extremely chaste and of very superior materials. The 
eastern	part,	or	dais,	is		splendidly	fitted,	all	the	emblems	of	the	craft	being	dis-
played	in	painted	glass,	the	work	of	Bro	Leves.		The	dais	is	covered	with	crimson	
carpet, and the seats are of massive rosewood and haircloth. 

Round the sides of the lodge are raised seats, properly upholstered, and capable 
of	seating	300		persons.	The	whole	of	the	flooring	is	covered	with	kamptulicon,	
over which is spread an elegant  Masonic carpet, 

The	pedestals	and	altar	are	of	solid	English	oak,	and	the	working	tools	are	of	ebony,	mounted	in	silver.	

The	perfect	ashlar	is	of	pure	white	Carara	marble,	while	the	rest	of	the	fittings	are	in	perfect	keeping	with	it.	

There'	are	two	very	commodious	anterooms	attached	to	this	part	of	the	building,	and	on	the	floor	above	are	chamber	
specially devoted to the high degrees.

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18650518.2.16.2%3Fquery%3DLodge%2520Otago%0D%2520%2520844
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LYTTELTON TIMES, VOLUME LVI, ISSUE 6437, 14 OCTOBER 1881
Opening	of	New	Masonic	Hall	at	Lyttelton	for	Canterbury	Kilwinning	Lodge	No	585	SC

The consecration of the new hall erected by the Canterbury Kilwin-
ning	Lodge,	685	8.0.,	Lyttelton,	 took	place	yesterday	afternoon,	
and was attended by a large number of the Craft. The hall itself is 
a	very	fine	one,	built	of	brick,	with	handsome	stuccoed	front,	on	
which are the usual Masonic emblems and the Scottish lion. 

The building is 57ft by 86ft, outside measurement. The lobby is 9ft 
by 7ft, and on either side is an anteroom 11ft by 9ft. 

The Lodgeroom is 46ft by 82ft, with lofty arched roof, lighted by 
two sunlights. 

There is a spacious raised dais at the eastern end of the hall, and 
a	platform	 runs	down	either	 side,	on	which	are	fixed	very	com-
fortable	 settees.	 The	 floor	 is	 entirely	 carpeted,	 and	 the	 general	
appearance of the hall has called forth the approbation of all who 
have seen it. The Brethren of the Lodge may be congratulated on 
possessing so handsome and commodious a building.

The photos shows the building today at 26 Canterbury St, Lyttelton 
undergoing restoration after the earthquakes 2010/2011
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Split between the United Grand Lodge of England and the Grand Orient of France

A	 split	 has	 occurred	 amongst	 the	 Freemasons,	 the	 primary	
cause	being	a	dispute	between	 the	Grand	Orient	of	France	
and the Grand Lodge of England as to whether the recognition 
of a Supreme Being should be recognised by Masons. 

The	 Grand	 Orient	 of	 France	 have	 now	 decided	 to	 publish	
the	whole	correspondence,	and	to	appeal	to	all	Freemasons	
throughout	 the	 world	 to	 decide	 between	 the	 two	 conflicting	
parties. It is believed that there will be a great meeting in 
London shortly at which deputations will attend to discuss 
this	question	of	vital	importance	which	threatens	to	shake	the	
organisation of the Masonic body to the centre. 

Meanwhile, M. Audieux, late Prefect of Police, has been 
expelled from the Lyons Lodge for divulging the secrets 
of	 the	Order.	He	 says	 he	meant	 to	 provoke	 expulsion,	 and	
seems to dare the members of his Lodge to cut his throat and 
disembowel his body on the sea-shore, as he declared they 
are bound to do according to the statutes.

(The picture shows an anti-clerical postcard, spread by the 
Grand	Lodge	of	France,	c.1880.)

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/WOODEX18850421.2.8%3Fend_date%3D31-12-1890%26items_per_page%3D10%26query%3DBedford%2BLodge%26sort_by%3DbyDA%26start_date%3D01-01-1885%26type%3DARTICLE
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/LT18811014.2.30%3Fend_date%3D31-12-%25201890%26items_per_page%3D10%26query%3D%2522new%2BMasonic%2BHall%2Bat%2BLyttelton%2520%2522%26sort_by%3DbyDA%26start_date%3D01-01-1870%26title%3DLT%252CCHP%26type%3DARTICLE
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Some Famous Freemasons

See 
More

Washington, George (1732-1799) 

1st President of the United States, George Washington, as General of the Armies of 
the colonies, led the revolution that begat American independence from Great Britain. 
As	the	first	President,	the	style	of	his	lead-	ership	was	crucial	to	establishing	the	tone	
of	 the	United	States.	Washington	became	an	Entered	Apprentice	Freemason	on	4	
November	 1752,	 a	member	 of	 Fredericksburg	 Lodge	No.	 4	 in	Virginia	 and,	 on	 28	
April	1788,	was	named	Worshipful	Master	of	Alexandria	Lodge	No.	22,	in	Alexandria,	
Virginia.	His	tie	to	the	Order	is	documented	by	the	close	reliance	he	put	upon	other	
Masons	in	the	execution	of	his	duties.	Following	his	death,	his	widow	sent	locks	of	his	
hair (a common practice of the time) to Masonic Lodges throughout the country, and 
such	rare	treasures	were	the	object	of	great	appreciation.	To	this	day	a	lock	of	his	hair,	
sent to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, is carried in a golden urn preceding the 
entry of the Grand Master at the Annual Meeting of the Grand Lodge.

Watt, James FRS, FRSE (1736-1819) 

For	many	years	 it	was	not	realised	that	the	provider	of	 the	power	for	the	Industrial	
Revolution	 actually	 was	 a	 Freemason	 until	 his	 Master	 Mason’s	 certificate	 was	
uncovered among some personal papers. James Watt was initiated, passed and 
raised	in	Glasgow	Royal	Arch	Lodge.	His	certificate,	dated	10th	June	1763,	is	signed	
by	his	Worshipful	Master,	Robert	Dobson;	SW	James	Wright	and	JW	William	Dick,	but	
was	never	filed	with	the	Grand	Lodge	of	Scotland.	Born	in	Greenock,	west	Scotland	
on 19 January 1736, this largely self-taught inventor and mechanical engineer now 
has his own feature on the web site of the Grand Lodge. Contrary to popular thought, 
James Watt did not actually invent the steam engine but he did massively improve on 
the	original	designs	of	Thomas	Savery	(1698)	and	Thomas	Newcomen	(1712).	Watt’s	
coal	fired	engine	now	enabled	industrial	machinery	of	the	time	to	be	driven	away	from	
a source of water, such as a water wheel, water being the usual source of mechanical 
driving power in the 18th century. Watt did not enjoy the politics of business; of 
pricing projects and doing deals, and this almost certainly explains the reason that 
his partnership with business partner, Matthew Boulton was so successful. Boulton 
handled the business, and the pair became very wealthy men during their lifetimes. 
This	brilliant	Scotsman	developed	the	concept	of	‘horsepower’	and	the	unit	of	power,	
the	watt,	is	named	after	him.	His	statue	now	stands	in	St.	Paul’s	Cathedral	where	its	
inscription	reads,	“James	Watt	...	enlarged	the	resources	of	his	country,	increased	the	
power of man, and rose to an eminent place among the most illustrious followers of 
science	and	the	real	benefactors	of	the	world.”

Weishaupt, Johann Adam (1748-1830) 

A	German	philosopher	and	free-thinker,	Johann	Weishaupt	was	initiated	into	Lodge	
Theodor	zum	guten	Rath	 in	Munich	 in	1777.	Weishaupt	had	already	 founded	 ‘The	
Order of the Illuminati’ in 1776 and attempted to combine the two. At its height the Illu-
minati	boasted	among	its	members,	Charles	Augustus	of	Saxe-Weimar;	Duke	Ernest	
of	Gotha;	Duke	Ferdinand	of	Brunswick,	von	Goethe;	Herder	and	Pestalozzi	among	
many other luminaries of the era.

Wesley, Samuel (1766-1837)

The nephew of John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church, Samuel Wesley 
was an organist and composer during the late Georgian period and has been referred 
to	as	 “the	English	Mozart”.	 In	1788,	Wesley	became	a	Freemason	 in	 the	Lodge	of	
Antiquity, and was appointed Grand Organist in 1812 by the Grand Master Prince Au-
gustus	Frederick	(1773-1843),	Duke	of	Sussex,	the	6th	son	of	King	George	III.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Freemasons
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Trivial Pursuits Questions for September. Kiwiana this Month

1.	In	what	New	Zealand	town	was	the	first	locally	made	bike	produced	in	1894

2.	When	did	the	Wellington	Cable	car	make	it's	maiden	journey?

3.	What	year	did	the	first	two	Benz	motor	cars	arrive	in	New	Zealand?

4.	What	New	Zealand	city	had	the	first	motorised	fire	brigade	in	Australasia?

5.	In	what	year	did	a	Model	T	Ford	travel	from	Wellington	to	Auckland	in	8	days	13	hours?

6.	What	year	was	the	Trekka	with	it's	Skoda	engine	first	built	in	New	Zealand?

7.	Where	in	New	Zealand	is	the	home	of	the	only	Ford	Model	T	railcar?

8.	Where	was	the	first	bitumen	road	laid	in	new	Zealand	in	1913?

9.	When	was	the	Auckland	Harbour	Bridge	opened

10.	Who	was	the	first	New	Zealand	artist	to	sell	more	than	a	million	copies	of	a	hit	song?

11.	What	year	did	Fred	Dagg	(John	Clarke)	record	'The	Gumboot	Song'

12.	What	year	was	the	first	New	Zealand	feature	film	"Hinemoa"	screen	in	Auckland?

13.	What	is	the	name	of	New	Zealand	longest	running	TV	series

14.	Where	is	New	Zealand's	only	prawn	park?

15.	What	year	did	the	first	cheese	and	butter	exports	leave	New	Zealand

16.	What	year	did	the	first	Cadbury	Moro	Bar	sell	in	New	Zealand

17.	What	year	did	New	Zealand's	first	licensed	restaurant	The	Gourmet	open	in	Auckland

18.	Where	was	New	Zealand's	first	brewery	set	up	in	1835?

19,	Where	can	you	legally	pan	for	gold	without	a	licence	in	New	Zealand

20.	In	1988	a	New	Zealand	town	was	declared	a	republic.	What	is	the	name	of	the	town?

21.	What	is	the	name	of	the	New	Zealand	town	farthest	from	the	sea?

22.	In	What	year	did	Old	Age	pension	become	available	in	New	Zealand?

23.	What	is	the	name	of	the	first	woman	in	New	Zealand	to	be	awarded	a	degree?

24.	What	is	the	name	of	the	NZ	town	that	had	street	lighting	before	London	or	New	York?

25.	What	year	were	the	first	New	Zealand	postage	stamps	produced?
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NO 1 DISTRICT PEOPLE CONTACT INFORMATION AS AT 01 August 2018

Role Name Phone Mobile E-mail
District Grand Master Kevin Burch (09)	438	9023 021	528	860 kjburch102@gmail.com
Director Of Ceremonies Trevor	Hall	 027	471	1665 trev@orcon.net.nz
Grand Steward Hugh	Chamberlain (09)	437	0411 skey@xtra.co.nz
Grand Steward Roy Scahill (09)	406	7635 021	625	274 scahillr@xtra.co.nz
Education Advisor John MacDonald (09)	439	4790 028	258	85111 john@merlin.net.nz
Property & Heritage Bryan Wiig (09)	437	2840 021	105	6857 wiigy1@orcon.net.nz

Northland Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters and Higher Degrees,

The Hokianga Lodge No. 69

Master: David Kearns Secretary Garth Coulter
Address: PO Box 86

Rawene	0443
Address PO Box 79

Rawene	0443
E-mail: daveandlk66@gmail.com E-mail karlandgwen@outlook.com
Phone: (09)	405	7595 Phone (09)	405	8246
Mobile:

The Mangonui Lodge No. 78

Master : Roy Scahill Secretary : Bob	Vartan
Address : 100	Virtue	Crescent	

Tokerau	Beach		
RD	3		Kaitaia	0483

Address : 7/7	Freyja	Crescent,	
Coopers Beach, 
Mangonui	0420

E-mail : scahillr@xtra.co.nz E-mail : arjayvee@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09)	406	7635 Phone : (09)	406	1239
Mobile : 021	625	274 Mobile : 021	155	8540

Lodge Whangarei No. 102

Master : Tim Telfer Secretary : Graeme Whiteman
Address : 444 Marua Road. 

RD 1 
Hikurangi	0181

Address : Townhouse 59 
Jane	Mander	Village.	Kamo	
Whangarei	0110

E-mail : ttelfer@gmail.com E-mail : kamoagain@gmail.com
Phone : (09)	433	7605 Phone : (09)	435	6499
Mobile : 021	217	0223 Mobile : 027	435	6358

The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101

Master : John Anderson Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 4002	SH10

Kaeo	0478
Address : 66 Albert Street

Kawakawa	0210
E-mail : anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail : o211252754@yahoo.co.nz
Phone : (09)	405	1248 Phone :
Mobile : 021	100	73767 Mobile : 021	125	2754



Lodge Hikurangi No. 140

Master: Ivan Berryman Secretary: Hilton	Cook
Address: Worsnop Road  

RD 6  
Whangarei	0176

Address: 54	Te	Paka	Crescent
Kamo 
Whangarei		 0112		

E-mail: eiberryman@xtra.co.nz E-mail: hikalodge@gmail.com
Phone: (09)	433	5847 Phone: (09)	435	0169
Mobile: Mobile:

Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169

Master: John MacDonald Secretary: Graham Rogerson
Address: Unit 11

224 Maunu Road
Whangarei	1011

Address: Unit 6
5	Waiatawa	Road,	Tikipunga
Whangarei	0112

E-mail: john@merlin.net.nz E-mail: edh7514@gmail.com
Phone: (09)	439	4790 Phone: (09)	437	1598
Mobile: 028	258	85111 Mobile: 021	308	069

Lodge Kororareka No. 304

Master : Alastair Mitchell Secretary : William	Noble
Address : 1 Gould Street

Russell	0202
Address : PO Box 228

Russell	0242
E-mail : alastair@riskandinsurance.co E-mail : commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09)	403	7530 Phone : (09)	403	7899
Mobile : Mobile :

Lodge Parahaki No. 269

Master : Shane Stratton Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 286 Puhipuhi Road

Whakapara
Hikurangi	0182

Address : 66 Albert Street
Kawakawa	0210

E-mail : shane@sbsurveyors.co.nz  E-mail : o211252754@yahoo.co.nz
Phone : (09)	433	9937 Phone :
Mobile : 027	439	0092 Mobile : 021	125	2754

Lodge Kerikeri No. 402

Master : Rex Graham Secretary : Robert Bubendorfer
Address : 237 Stanners Road 

RD 2 
Kerikeri	0295

Address : 344A	Kerikeri	Road	
Kerikeri	0230

E-mail : rexl.g@xtra.co.nz E-mail : bob@bubendorfer.net.nz
Phone : (09)	407	5584 Phone : (09)	407	1156
Mobile : 027	306	0015 Mobile : 022	631	0701



Lodge Hatea No. 431

Master: Hugh	Chamberlain Secretary Kevin Peachey
Address: 142 One Tree Point Road

One Tree Point 
Whangarei

Address : 17 E Albert Street
Whangarei	0110

E-mail: skey@xtra.co.nz E-mail : kevinmp1049@gmail.com
Phone: (09)	437	0411 Phone : (09)	435	2916
Mobile: Mobile: 021	758	822

Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461

Master: Pat Severensen Secretary: John	Farley
Address: 4 B Braintree Street 

Kamo
Whangarei		0112

Address: 163 Church Street 
Onerahi
Whangarei		0110

E-mail: pladseve@xnet.co.nz E-mail: cathjohnf@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09)	435	1008 Phone: (09)	436	0806
Mobile: Mobile: 027	636	0806

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71

1st 
Principal

Ralph Barber Scribe E : Wayne Maday

Address : 15B Daroux Drive
RD 2
Kerikeri	0295

Address :

E-mail : ralphbarber6@gmail.com E-mail : wmaday@kinect.co.nz
Phone : (09)	401	6413 Phone : (09)	407	8761

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27

1st 
Principal

Vince	Cocurullo Scribe E : Graham Morris

Address : 40	Otaika	Rd
Woodhill
Whangarei	0110

Address : 8A Carr Street
Otangarei
Kamo
Whangarei	0112

E-mail : vince@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : graym@snap.net.nz
Phone : 09-438	8834 Phone : 09	435	1139
Mobile : Mobile :

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80

1st 
Principal

Stan Kerr Scribe E : Dave Starr

Address : 22	Norfolk	Street	
Reotahi R D 4 
Whangarei	0174

Address : P O Box 54  
Warkworth.		0941

E-mail : stansvan@xtra.co.nz E-mail : starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone : 09	434	0024 Phone : 09	425	5664
Mobile : 027	268	8144 Mobile :



Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65

T.I.M.: Graham Morris Recorder: Mark	Norgate
Address: Address :
E-mail: graym@snap.net.nz E-mail : mhnorgate@clear.net.nz
Phone: (09)	435-113 Phone : (09)	435-4027
Mobile: Mobile:

Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80

T.I.M.: Peter Copeman Recorder: Dave Starr
Address: Address: P O Box 54  

Warkworth.		0941
E-mail: E-mail: starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09)	432-7663 Phone: (09)	425	5664
Mobile: Mobile:

Knights Templar - Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17

Preceptor: Brian Mulcahy Secretary: Garry Larsen
Address : Address : 5A Melody Lane, 

Kaitaia	0410
E-mail : E-mail : glars@slingshot.co.nz
Phone : (09)-408-1456 Phone : 09	408-2309
Mobile : Mobile :

Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No. 45

M.E.S: Vince	Cocurullo Secretary: Steve Shervell
Address : 40	Otaika	Rd

Woodhill
Whangarei	0110

Address : 3	Koromiko	Lane
R D 5
Whangarei	0110

E-mail : info@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : steve.shervell@hotmail.com
Phone : (09)	438-883 Phone : (09)	459-5932
Mobile : 021	438	952 Mobile : 027	479	1333

Order of the Secret Monitor

Supreme 
Ruler

Lindsay Stichbury Secretary: Pat Severinsen

Address : 58A Garbolino Road
RD 5 
Wellsford	0975

Address : 4 B Braintree Street
Kamo 
Whangarei	0112

E-mail : cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail : pladseve@xnet.co.nz
Phone : 09	431	5544 Phone : 09	435	1008
Mobile : 025	304	200 Mobile :
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