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Some Good Reads
Visiting Other Lodges

From the very beginning, after Initiation, Brethren are encouraged to 
visit other Lodges. Not only does this broadens a Brothers perspective 
but also gives him a chance to meet many other Bretheren within his 
jurisdiction. Networking not only helps a Brother enjoy his Masonic life 
but can also assist with his ongoing Masonic education.

Talk to your friends and work colleagues. Do you know what they 
do in their spare time? I bet you know what football team they 
support. But are they masons? Do they know you are a mason? By 
visiting other lodges you get to know lots of people whom you may 
not otherwise meet. There have even been occasions where fellow 
workers have met each other in lodge. For 2 years they had worked 
together, either knowing the other was a mason. Also, it is amazing 
how many relatives you may find.

When you decide to visit other lodges ask what lodges meet in the 
area where you work and live. Depending on if you have a car or not 
will limit what lodges you can meet. Lodges around Australia , New 
South Wales meet on almost every night of the week. So plan you 
trip. F possible go with a fellow lodge member who can introduce you 
and you don’t have to walk into a lodge room without knowing anyone 
else.

I consider it at the very least good manners to ring or email the Lodge 
Secretary of your intention of attending. Also it is wise to make contact 
to ensure what time the Lodge is tyling. If you are travelling by car you 
can also check with the Lodge Secretary as to the appropriate parking 
arrangements. Some areas have limited parking.

So by checking you will not be caught out and therefore won’t be 
running late for the start of the meeting.

The Origin And Duties Of The Inner Guard

There is very little written about the Inner Guard 
when compared to other officers in the Lodge. 
One reason that could be considered is that 
masonically speaking the office of Inner Guard 
is of comparatively recent origin  -  1816 being 
the first recorded  mention of that office. For 
nearly a hundred years preceding this date 
the visitors would have been admitted and the 
candidates received in due form by the youngest 

entered apprentice or a brother appointed by the Junior Warden.  
It is interesting to note that the rank of Inner Guard is unknown 
in most American Lodges, where the Junior Deacon, under the 
command of the Junior Warden admits the visitors and receives 
the candidate.  The office of Inner Guard is recognised in the 
English, Scottish and Irish lodges as well as most lodges overseas 
whose Masonic traditions are descended from these constitutions.

The Word GUARD :

The name guard or guardian is evolved from the same origin as 
the word Warden.  In Bernard E. Jones book “Freemason’s Guide 
and Compendium” we are informed that the word Wardian and 
Guardian were one and the same, and a scholar noted in 1605 
that the French, Italians and others whose language comes from 
the Latin turned the “W” of such words as wardian into a single “U”.

I quote further quote from Bernard E. Jones book “ because their 
alphabet hath no acquaintance with the W at all, but then to mend 
the matter  - they use before the U to put a G, and so of warden or 
wardian doe make guardian, of ward , guard-.  Hence it arise that 
we call him that waiteth at the Towre , ‘one of the guard or ‘Guard’.”

Thus it was explained that the Wardian, Warden and Guardian are 
all one, ‘ a keeper or attender to the safety of that which he hath 
in charge’.

The Inner Guard, then is in effect the Door Warden, and in some 
early lodges, he was at first a serving Brother under the control of 
the Outer Guard or Tyler, who was also a serving Brother.

The first recorded instance in an English lodge where the use was 
made of a “Door Keeper” was in 1734 at the Old Kings Arms Lodge 
No. 28, where more than likely he was the youngest Entered 
Apprentice, and he would use a Trowel as his weapon.  It was 
about the beginning of the 19th, century when the “Door Keeper’ 
or “Inner Tyler” began to be called the Guarder or Guard and it 
was not until about 1814 when there was official recognition of the 
actual office of Inner Guard.

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=Letter%20to%20the%20Editor
http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures/177-visiting-other-lodges.html
http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures/118-the-origin-and-duties-of-the-inner-guard.html


- 2 -

Quick Find It Here

Keep Up To Date

The Grand Masters Comments

The Div GM Comments

Northland Dist GM Comments

Other Constitutions

United Grand Lodge of 
England (North Island NZ)

United Grand Lodge of 
England (South Island NZ)

Grand Lodge of Ireland

Grand Lodge of Scotland

Just For Our Secretaries

Submit a Lodge Working

Submit a Monthly Report

Request a Dispensation

Freemasons NZ Website

Home Page and Articles

National Office Contacts

Member Area
 
Download the Simple 
Answers to Leading 
Questions Booklet

Read the Latest 
Freemason Magazine

Northern Div Website

Home Page and Articles

Submit a Story for Publication

Create a Calendar of Events

See How To Create a Calender 
of Events

Sign Up for GL Circulars

Update Your Membership 
Details

Post or Register for Receipt of 
Death Notices

Other Division Websites

Central Division

Southern Division
Subscribe, Unsubscribe,

or 
Send A Letter To The Editor

Read Some Interesting 
Masonic Papers

http://freemasonsnz.org/simple-answers-to-leading-questions-booklet
http://freemasonsnz.org/
https://membership.freemasonsnz.org/login/
http://freemasonsnz.org/contact
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/gmcomments.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/divcomments.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/1comments.php
https://www.pgl.org.nz/
https://www.grandlodgescotland.com/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv/
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/departed.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/contentuploader.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Di5P9cvR_nNk%26feature%3Dyoutu.be
http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/glcircsignup.html
http://www.themasons.org.nz/forms/member_update/member_update.php
https://www.freemasons.org.nz/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/submitworking.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/monthlyreport/lodge_meeting.html
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/requestdispensation.php
http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures.html
http://sifreemasons.org.nz/


- 3 -

November is only a few months away now and the new Grand Lodge team will be Installed/Invested 
on Saturday the 16th November. Currently the key people in this new team have been announced with 
others to follow over the next few weeks. Once the selection processes are completed all of us will be 
able to see who is going to do what over the next three years as we move together to implement the 
new Strategic Plan. 

This plan has been carefully put together based on input from Brethren across New Zealand (via the 
Internet survey to which there was an excellent response), along with the Grand Master, Divisional 
Grand Masters, Board of General Purposes, and the National Office staff in a support role. The 
"booklet" that has been produced is a huge step forward compared to the old stuffy document full 
of pages of words that were strung together in "legal speak" making them almost meaningless to 
the masses. The new plan is visual rather than just words and clearly shows how everyone working 
together can make things happen in our New Zealand Masonic life. Get a copy of the booklet(s) from 
here if you need one or more copies.

The secret to success for every Lodge is going to be to have a "gather around the table" meeting and 
come up with the "what we plan to do" ideas to fill in the blank bits on each of the pages. At the end 
of the year our Lodges will be able to evaluate what they achieved and what did not quite make the grade as Masters prepare their 
reports for their respective District Grand Masters. At the three regional Northern Division Seminars held over the last few weeks it 
was amazing to watch the groups get together with their blank sheets of paper and ink pens and come up with ideas and key points 
that might be used by their Lodges in this planning process. Brilliant team work.

One thing that will certainly cause some discussion is the allocation of Grand Lodge "ranks" to each Division and District. Looking at 
the Northland District the list of "apparently available" Grand Lodge officers (41) seems more than adequate to fill roles at Installations 
in our 11 Lodges (plus rehearsals of course). This list is obviously compiled from the Grand Lodge register which records membership 
of a Brother in one or more Lodges. The editor for example belongs to three - two in the Northland District and one in Petone. From 
an accountants point of view I am therefore a member of the Hutt Wairarapa District No. 21 so, as a Past Master, am theoretically 
available to present working tools at any of the 12 Lodge Installations in that District. Just superficial “accountant speak”!

In Northland, if one carries out a proper analysis of available Grand Lodge officers, we appear to have only about 15 of the 41 who 
are able to participate in District Grand Lodge duties. Some on the list live well outside Northland (eg Timaru and Napier), others 
are aged, infirm, or not able to travel any great distance even during the daytime. Remember that the distance between Kaitaia and 
Wellsford is 233Kms or approx 3 hours driving time each way. The average age of these Grand Lodge Officers in Northland is mid 
70's which means that for many life is slowing down a bit. Family duties and overseas travel take up time as well.

In a three year term of a District Grand Master in Northland he attends a total of 33 rehearsals, 33 Installations, each of which 
requires participation from at least 7 additional Brethren holding Active or Past Grand Rank. With only 15 to choose from the list, 
that is obviously quite inadequate to allow him to carry out his ceremonial duties. Additionally he will make pastoral visits which, in 
an ideal world, are one per year per Lodge - another total of 33. He also attends Divisional and District meetings of which there are 
8 per year making a grand total of 24 meetings in the three year period. He is also invited to Lodge functions such as Service Badge 
presentations, and visits by the Grand Master, and presentation of cheques etc for benevolent activity within the District. A very busy 
person.

There is no simple fix if we retain the traditional pattern of allocating Grand Lodge “step up” ranks, so it is clearly time for the "Brethren 
in Wellington" (to paraphrase Sir Bob Jones) to put their thinking caps on and bring some reality into the “staffing” needs of Districts 
and their Lodges. Division can only work from the numbers allocated to it. 

Fraternally,

John MacDonald 
Editor North News.

Editorial June 2019

MW Bro Richard John Seddon
Grand Master 1898 - 1900

http://freemasonsnz.org/strategic-direction
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What's Happened in Northland Recently

Contribute an Article to North News while the Editor is on Post Op “Recovery” Until July

Take Your Phone and Take Lots of Photos of Event

Select One or Two Photos Only  
to Create the Story

Write Your Story - 100 words Max

Send Your Photo(s) and Story To The Editor

northnewsnz@gmail.com

Bro Kevin Peachey of Lodge Hatea No 431 
acting as Master of Ceremonies for the Whangarei RSA 

at the dawn service on Anzac Day 2019

Comp. Joe Cross receives his Royal Arch 
Certificate from the District Grand Superintendent 
RE Comp. Stan Kerr at Kaipara Mahurangi No 80
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What's Coming Up In the North

Create A Printable Calendar of Craft Lodges On The Web

Your Northern Division Website Team Are Here To Help

028 258 85111

Contact Us If You Need A Hand Or Want To Contribute

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27
Tuesday 4 June 7.30pm
Whangarei Masonic Centre
Presentation of 40 Year Service Badge to RE Comp Stan Kerr G Supt.

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71
Wednesday 5 June 7.30pm
Kaikohe Lodge Rooms
T.B.A.

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80
Thursday 27th June 11.00am 
Rodney Lodge Warkworth
Installation

B.O.I Cryptic No 65 
May	-	No	Meeting 

Mahurangi No 80 Cryptic Council
June	-	No	Meeting

Whangarei Rose Croix No 45
Sat June 11th 11.00am 
Simulated Perfection

Kaitaia Knights Templar No 17
June 25th 7.00pm 
Kaikohe Lodge Rooms
Temple Degree for Comp Jaimie Sawyer

Northland Conclave No 7
No	Meeting

Concorde Mark No 580 EC
June 5th - 6.30 pm
TBA

St George Royal Arch Chapter No 1801 EC
No	Meeting

Zealandia Royal Arch Chapter No 2072 EC
No	Meeting

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
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Great Reads Including: 

* Disbanding of Masonic Education 
Committee	under	New	Strategic	Plan 

* Check out the Archives 

* Offer to Help Keep the Blog alive

Click Here To Donate Online

A Couple of “Do You Know Why’s” for June

The Craft Masonry Education Website for all Freemasons in New Zealand

VW. Bro  
George Allan

Slapping the table once in Refectory

Striking the Apron in Lodge
The Grand Lodge of New Zealand has produced several editions of our ritual as follows:

*  Original Issued in 1903 
*  2nd Edition – 1934
*  3rd Edition – 1969
*  4th Edition – 1981
*  5th Edition – 1991
*  6th Edition – 2010

It is interesting that in the 1903 edition we read : 
Points for W.Ms. and Brethren. 25. W.Ms. should be careful to allow no applause in Lodge

In the 2nd edition of 1934 :
General Instructions 9. No applause is proper in open Lodge except striking the apron once with the gloved 
hand. Applause must not be given in any circumstances during ceremonial work. 

This is the wording that survives today in the 6th edition of 2010.

What is the origin and significance of this advice in our ritual? Do you know? Tell the editor please

The task of producing the first edition of the Book of Constitution for the Grand Lodge of New Zealand fell to three brethren namely E.T. Gillon, 
R.C. Hamerton, and C.E. Roberson, each of whom prior to 1890 were already well known for their promotion of the proposed Grand Lodge of 
N.Z. These brethren were members of lodges of English, Irish and Scottish Constitutions.

In the Grand Lodge of New Zealand Book of Constitution, PART IV Ruling 26 REFECTORY PROCEEDINGS 26 b ii. it states that 
"Applause should be restricted to one knock".

Why and what is the origin of this instruction? There seem to be several schools of thought on this subject which include putting a shot glass 
down with a “bang” after a toast, and the old tradition of slapping the bar in a hotel once to show respect for the establishment. Then there are 
some who say you tap your glass on the bar to pay your respects to friends who couldn’t make it out or fallen friends who can’t enjoy a shot of 
alcohol. It was apparently the Middle Ages version of pouring one for your dead mates. In ancient Ireland, 
drinkers at the pub thought their whisky might have evil spirits that could be harmful if consumed, but 
tapping the glass scared away the demons. Know any others then e-mail the eidtor

1903 Ritual P 3

https://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/donate/june-appeal-2018/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/education.php
mailto:northmailnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northmailnz%40gmail.com?subject=
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Business Ads for Masonic Businesses

Cocurullo Masonic Supplies

Blue Lodge NZ$
Entered Apprentice Apron 30.00
Fellowcraft	Apron 40.00
Master Mason Apron 60.00
Masters Apron 80.00
White Gloves (pair) 10.00
Blue Collar 30.00
Master and Warden Cuffs (pair) 50.00

Royal Arch
Apron and Sash 75.00
Collar 30.00

Other Orders
Secret Monitor Sash 60.00

Other Items
Sprig of Acacia Pin 3.00
Sprig of Acacia Pins (2) 5.00
Red Poppy with Square & Compasses 3.00
Red Poppy with Square & Compasses (2) 5.00

Phone (09) 438 8834 or E-mail Vince: fm@cocurullo.co.nz

Need A Ride To A Masonic Function?

Book the Van. Seats 11 People

Phone: (09) 434 0285

Mobile: 027 641 9906

E-mail: stanandbarb@xtra.co.nz
Barbara & Stan

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TODAY

mailto:fm%40cocurullo.co.nz?subject=
mailto:stansvan%40xtra.co.nz?subject=Van%20Please
https://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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The Craft Lodge Education Pages

Operative Masonry

One of the oldest Masonic documents is the Regius Manuscript written about 1390 AD. At this time all masons were 
operatives, that is, they were workers engaged in constructing important buildings in stone.

There were many kinds of masons such as hewers, layers, and setters, but evidence indicates that those who were called 
freemasons were builders of a superior type.

It was these freemasons who, under the control of a Master Mason, supervised and erected the great cathedrals and other 
marvellous structures in the Gothic style of architecture throughout Europe and Britain in the Middle Ages. The operative 
masons not only cut and dressed the stones in the quarries, but constructed the walls, set the pillars and arches, laid the 
floors, and carved the decorations. They were also responsible for the beautiful artwork, and the creation of the sculptures. 
The freemasons were the artists of their age, and were organizers of labour on a grand scale. Many of their great Gothic 
works survive to this day.

The hierarchy of the trades or crafts was very strict. In mediaeval times, masonry was one of the highest skilled trades 
available. Its training took many years to complete, and its skills were jealously guarded by its members. To join this 
exclusive band, a boy, sound in body, keen of mind, and of good reputation, was accepted at an age between ten and 
fifteen years and apprenticed to a skilled mason for a period of seven to ten years.

The mason taught the apprentice both the theory and practice of the craft. After the boy had served a probationary period, 
and shown evidence of his fitness, his name was entered into the books of the Lodge, after which he was generally called 
an Entered Apprentice. He thus received a thorough grounding in moral duties, in the practice of charity, and in his duties 
toward his master and his fellow employees.

At the end of his apprenticeship, the youth was required to submit to an exacting test of his proficiency, including his work 
skills and his responsibilities. His conduct was reported upon, and he was finally set to prove his skills by producing a 
special example, sometimes called a master's piece.

Having successfully passed these tests, he then stood as an equal in duties, rights and privileges with the other masons, 
and was called a Fellow of the Craft. To all intents, he had now mastered the theories, practices, strict rules of conduct, 
and the secrets and tools of his trade.

When a number of Freemasons worked together on one of the great buildings of the Middle Ages they organized themselves 
into a Lodge to enable them to properly control and organize the work to be accomplished. This lodge was governed by an 
expert mason, called the Master Mason. On larger structures, he would be assisted by others, called Wardens.

Ref: Link Here

http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures/129-operative-masonry-2.html
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SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR MASONIC DEGREES

SIGNS AND SYMBOLS - grips and tokens corresponding more or less closely to those used by us, are known the world 
over. They have a similar meaning.

The sign of Grief and Despair is known in Asia, Africa, Central America and the Pacific Islands. But the sign used 
is as given in Scotland (Ritual - 3° T.B.). In the Arunta Tribe of Australia - part of making a man (Bora) Ceremony) - 
Circumcision - the arms are upheld in this position by one of the elders.

1° DEGREE - E.A. - was used by the Egyptians in Nilotic degrees as binding an oath. The Bantu tribes in West 
Africa have a ceremony in which the natives are seated in a circle - all making the E.A. sign. The ceremony was called 
“Making a Charm”.

2° DEGREE - F.C Egyptians had the H.S. of a F.C. shown both in Statues and on Papyrus. The Leyden Papyrus of 
NU shows the sign. The sign is seen on Easter Island, where it is associated with the sign of G. and D.
- Aztec of Central America;
- Assyrians and the Babylonians.
- It was associated with the “Monkey God” Hanauman of Vishnu.

3° DEGREE - M.M. Egyptian Priests had a ceremony in which they walked seven times round a circle seeking 
Osiris. P.S. of 3° was used by Shiva.

The Sign of Fidelity is common among the Hindus - associated with the legend of Krishna, who was slain by “three 
wretches”,

The “Book of the Dead” tells of two pillars called TAT and TATTU. TAT meant “In strength”; TATTU meant “to 
establish” and conjoined they meant to “establish firmly”.

The Australian Aborigines set up two pillars NURTUNGA on the North and WARRINGA on the South - 
initiation service - probably because they came from the north (Asia) to Australia (south). 

The Egyptians used the Solar system as the sun rises in the east and sets in the west.

CLEOPATRA’S NEEDLE - now in Central Park, New York (1872) had a number 
of Masonic emblems implanted in its foundations at Alexandria -

1. Rough Ashlar Cube;
2. Polished Ashlar Cube (both made of limestone);
3. Square;
4. Trowel;
5. Lead Plummet;
6. Stone with Master’s Mark;
7. Serpent;
8. Arc of a circle;
9. Trestle Board;
10. Hieroglyphics meaning TEMPLE.

CLEOPATRA’S NEEDLE
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Royal Arch Masonry Education Pages

The Six Recognised Degrees in Freemasonry
By W Bro Graeme Morgan, Master, Lodge Mangaroa No 419
No. 525 Research Lodge of Wellington No 194 8 March 2012

The Book of Constitution of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand Rule 71 states:
"Grand Lodge recognises only the degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark    
Master, Excellent Master, and the Royal Arch, as being pure Antient Freemasonry."

But why these? The first three degrees are familiar to everyone in a Craft Lodge but most Freemasons know  very little 
about the Royal Arch unless they join.

To recap with some Masonic history in the most superficial way, the first two degrees can be traced back to the years 
before 1717 and the formation of the Premier Grand Lodge of London (the First Grand Lodge).

As you can imagine, at this time when communication and travel were difficult, a group of Gentlemen who got together in 
a local pub to bring together and regularize their and other Lodges would of course not create any major waves through 
the other well established Lodges of Freemasonry.

So when Dr Anderson complied the first Book of Constitutions in 1723 for the first Grand Lodge, I can imagine that there 
would have been much debate and dispute at the various Lodges when they noticed the differences in the new teachings 
from what they had been practicing over the years.

That is not to say that the Grand Lodge was unable to grow rapidly from its inception. Indeed, by 1725 there were about 50 
London Lodges alone on the list. Many of these Lodges would have existed before 1717 but now they had the opportunity 
to join the Grand Lodge. As well as joining, now Lodges could form with a method of legalizing their constitutions. This 
increased the numbers of lodges but remember there would have been Lodges in London still that were not, or would not 
affiliate with the Grand Lodge.

Freemasonry in the eighteenth century was then ruptured by a major quarrel in which a separate Grand Lodge was 
formed. The two Grand Lodges were the Premier Grand Lodge that was formed in 1717 and was called the ‘Moderns’. 
The rival Grand Lodge was formed in 1751 and was called The Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the Old 
Institutions and referred to as the ‘Antients’. Antients believed they were practicing an older, purer form of Freemasonry 
and included the Royal Arch Degree. It should be noted that it is doubtful if the people at the time considered themselves 
as such however, the names stuck. Why the split?

I have found two general reasons for the split in Freemasonry. One reason was the neglect of the Premier Grand Lodge. 
The second was the differences in ceremonial and ritual. In 1764 Lord Blayney became the Grand Master of the ‘Moderns’ 
and he started to strengthen the Premier Grand Lodge and at the same time, he tried to create a reconciliation with the 
Antients. This was not to occur until 1813.

What of the history of the Royal Arch Degree?

As with the Craft Degrees much of the history of the development of the Royal Arch Degree is lost to us. It is important to 
note that while it became regularised in the eighteen century, it also was likely to have been in use by Lodges, possibly as 
part of the Master Mason degree.

The important year in the history of the Royal Arch Degree was 1766 when a Charter of Compact was signed bringing into 
being the first Grand Chapter of Royal Arch masons. This was the first officially sanctioned Chapter and surprisingly was 
signed by Lord Blayney, the current Grand Master of the ‘Moderns’. 
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This was followed in 1771 by the ‘Antients’ who founded the Royal Arch Grand Chapter. These Chapters met under the 
auspices of the Craft Lodges but were supposed to meet on different nights and use separate books for minutes etc.

In 1769, the Grand Chapter warranted eight chapters. Both the ‘Moderns’ and the ‘Antients’ continued to warrant chapters 
By the end of the eighteenth century, the Royal Arch lodge was becoming a chapter; it’s brethren, companions and it’s 
candidates were tending to be exalted. 

Also by the end of the eighteenth century there was a move to unite the craft lodges, which would of course affect the 
status of Royal Arch Masonry.

The compromises that brought the ‘Moderns’ and ‘Ancients’ to signing the Articles of Union on 27 December 1813 resulted 
in the Royal Arch being recognised as a Supreme Order instead of a Fourth Degree.

The union of the craft lodges was followed, as would be expected, by the union of Grand Chapters on 18 March 1817. In 
England these compromises resulted in Royal Arch Chapters not being able to exist unless they are attached to a Craft 
Lodge. In other jurisdictions however, Royal Arch Chapters can and do exist wholly independently under their own Grand 
Chapters.

What about the Mark Master and Excellent Master Degrees? These were stepping stones in the progression to the Royal 
Arch worked by the ‘Antients’ and adopted as such by the Scottish and Irish Grand Lodges.

Mark Masonry has its origins in Operative Masonry. We know about masons’ marks on buildings found usually on churches 
and abbeys. Two countries, Scotland and Germany have systems of registering the marks. In 1598 the Schaw Statues 
in Scotland lay down rules for admitting Candidates and how they would show proof of proficiency by submitting a proof-
piece. But this was for operative rather than speculative masons.

At that time there were the Mark Man degree for Fellowcrafts and Mark Master degree for the Master Mason. Indeed, there 
is evidence that before a Master Mason could be exulted in the Royal Arch, needed a Mark. We know this from the minute 
book written in 1769 at a Royal Arch Chapter held at George Tavern in Portsmouth. Each person chose and recorded their 
Marks next to their names in the minute book.

The Excellent Master degree was known in 1770 although it’s origin before that is very unclear. It was very much a 
stepping-stone to the other degrees unlike the Mark Master degree that has clear origins in operative masonry.

Finally, what happened in New Zealand?

In 1889, the Grand Lodge of New Zealand was formed from Scottish Royal Ach Chapters working three degrees, English 
Chapters working the Royal Arch, and English Mark Lodges working the Mark Master Degree and possibly Irish Chapters.
The first NZ Craft Constitution only recognised the Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master Mason, 
and Royal Arch Degrees. When the Grand Chapter was formed in 1892 in New Zealand the Scottish Chapters insisted on 
keeping the Excellent Master as they were giving up undertaking the Mark Degree in their Lodges. After the formation of 
the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Zealand, the Grand Lodge of New Zealand constitution was changed to 
recognise the current six degrees. The six degrees currently recognised therefore, represent a long history of compromise 
overseas and in New Zealand between different Grand Lodges and Chapters. It would be easy to speculate about what 
other degrees may have been recognised or have fallen away over the years.

1. Entered 
Apprentice 2. Fellowcraft 3. Master Mason 4. Mark Master 

Mason
5. 

Excellent   
Master

6. Royal Arch 
Mason
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Knights Templar Education Pages

TEMPLAR INFLUENCES OF THE 18th CENTURY

There are many theories concerning the so called link between Freemasonry and the Knights 
Templar. I hope the following short talk will give and introduction to a subject which, no doubt, 
deserves much more time and study than we have time to devote here! 

With the Medieval Templars officially dissolved in the year 1314, there are many references to 
them in the formative years of organised Freemasonry. Indeed as distant as the US there is an 
early known written record of a Scottish Templar degree being conferred in St Andrew's Royal Arch 
Chapter in Boston, Massachusetts. It reads as follows;

“On the 28th August 1769, William Davis, Past Master of Lodge 58 (Antient) in the 14th Regiment of 
Foot, (formed in 1759 but no longer working after the union of 1813), begging to have and receive 
the parts belonging to a Royal Arch Mason... was accordingly made by receiving the Four Steps, 
that of an Excellent, Super, Royal Arch and Knight Templar”.  

Now, we should consider the many and varied so called Masonic institutions which were in existence at that time and to the various Masonic 
influences of the 18th century. Certain Templar origins can in fact be traced back further than 1769, with the introduction of several Chivalric Orders 
within Freemasonry, making their appearance some 25 years previous. One such widely supported theory is that the Scottish Jacobites, in exile 
at that particular time, were involved in some way with the formation and amalgamation of Templar degrees and Freemasonry.  

Jacobite Masonry, or Stuart Masonry as it was sometimes known, was the system or orders of Freemasonry which were supposedly invented or 
adapted by the Scottish Jacobites who were living in exile in France and Italy during the 1700's. Most of the early Masonic historians have came 
to the conclusion that the Jacobites may have been the originators or the instigators of what is commonly now known in some constitutions as the 
higher degrees of Freemasonry. The most common being the Knights Templars and the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.  Although there seems 
to be very little evidence to confirm the fact, historians are still of the opinion that there was a connection between the Stuarts and Freemasonry.  
Although the word Scottish was used, this was probably meant in the context of the Scottish brethren involved and not of our beloved Scotland 
itself.  

The first mention of the Stuart involvement was by the German Masonic writer Lenning. He stated that whilst in exile;
"James II, who was residing at the Jesuit College of Clermont in France, allowed his closest associates to create certain degrees in order to extend 
their political views" Of course he was hoping to regain the crown of Britain for the House of Stuart. Although the words Freemasonry or Masonry 
were not used in his statement, it is almost certain that this is what Lenning is referring to.

Lenning goes on to say that these degrees were introduced into French Freemasonry under the name of the Clermont System in reference, of 
course, to the place of origin. A Chapter of Clermont was actually set up in Paris in the year 1754 by a Chevalier de Bonneville. Its members being 
from the Royal Court and the City of Paris who were apparently upset with the behaviour of the Parisian Lodges.
 
They worked a type of Templar system, which had been created in Lyon in 1743. Their Order consisted of at first 6 degrees, namely; (1) (2) and 
(3) St John's Masonry, (4) Knight of the Eagle, (5) Illustrious Knight or Templar, (6) Sublime Illustrious Knight. They later extended the number of 
degrees much further.

When James II died at St Germain in 1701 his son James III, (the Old Pretender), who had been officially accepted by Louis XIV of France, 
succeeded him. James III was also believed to have tried to use the so-called higher degrees of the time to his political advantage. Probably the 
most influential Stuart to be connected with this form of masonry was “Bonnie Prince Charlie”; Charles Edward Stuart.

During his stay in Scotland in the 1745/46 uprising it has been said that he was initiated into the order of the Knights Templars and was subsequently 
the Grand Master, an office which he supposedly held until his death. It is not known if this Order in which he was initiated into was in fact Masonic. 
Once he had returned to France after his failure to obtain the Scottish crown, Charles Edward apparently became involved in the forming of a Rose 
Croix Chapter. This is believed to have taken place in the City of ARRAS on April 15th 1747, and took the title of the "Scottish Jacobite Chapter".

Written into the patent of this Chapter is the following paragraph where the prince styled himself as "King of England, France, Scotland and 
Ireland and, as such substitute Grand Master of the Chapter of Heredom known under the title of Knight of the Eagle and Pelican and since our 
misfortunes and disasters under that of Rose Croix.” 

Another Order called the Rite of VEILLE BRU; otherwise known as the Faithful Scottish Masons, which was created in 1748 at Toulouse. It was 
created by Sir Samuel Lockhart, (who also happened to be Bonnie Prince Charlie’s Aide-de comp), as a way of assisting the Jacobite petition in 
France. The Rite consisted of nine degrees, having been divided into three Chapters. The first Chapter incorporating the three symbolic degrees, 
plus a fourth called Secret Master. The second Chapter included four "ELU" degrees based on the Templar system with the third Chapter working 
a so called Scientific degree. In 1804 the Rite was still unrecognised by the Grand Orient of France due to the fact that it's ruling body, the Council 
of Menatzchim continuously claimed to be chartered from Charles Edward Stewart, (a claim which by the way, has still to be authenticated). 
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It finally became extinct around 1812, after surviving quite strongly in the South of France.  

There is a French Masonic scholar J. M. Ragon, who writes in his book ORTHODOXIE MACONNIQUES (written in 1853), he states
"Favourites, who accompanied this prince into France, were in the habit of selling to spectators, charters for Masonic lodges etc. These titles were 
their property, and they did not fail to make use of them as a means of livelihood. No doubt the money earned also helped what was left of the 
prince's cause or as some believed his entertaining".

Ragon goes on to say in his TUILEUR GENERAL de la FRANC - MACONNERIE au MANUEL de L'INITIE, that the: "Degrees of Irish Master, 
Perfect Irish Master and Puissant Irish Master were invented in France in 1747 by the favourites of Charles Edward Stuart and sold to partisans 
of the prince".

One degree was that of "Scots Master of the Sacred Vault of James VI" as if to show the Stuart influence. The actual degree is still in use today 
as the thirteenth degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite in the US. Due to it's political title it appears to have been changed at sometime 
through the years, to what is now known as Knight of the Ninth Arch or Royal Arch of Solomon. It seems very clear that at that specific time during 
the mid 1700's many Chivalric Degrees with Templar influences were being invented, with some still in existence today.  

The most commonly accepted source of the Templar idea was believed to be initiated by Chevalier Andrew Ramsay. Originally from Ayr, Ramsay 
was brought into Freemasonry in England in the year 1730. Shortly afterwards he travelled to France where in 1737 he delivered a speech to a 
group of freemasons in Paris, with the main content being the symbolic ceremonies of the crusading knights in the Holy Land. Part of his speech 
is as follows, "The knights, having discovered the existence of these spies, became more careful in the future, and instituted certain signs and 
words for the purpose of guarding against them; and, as many of their workmen were new converts to Christianity, they adopted certain symbolic 
ceremonies, in order more readily to instruct their proselytes in the new religion." 

The basic idea behind Ramsay's Oration (as it became known) was that these knights on return to their countries established groups in order to 
teach, study and preserve the esoteric teachings that they had learned during their stay in the Holy Land particularly the rebuilding of the Temple 
at Jerusalem, which some  believed to be the Templar’s original goal.

Having tried to give the Masonic Order a aristocratic character, rightly of wrongly the "Oration" given that day by Ramsay lead to what could be 
only described as a kick-start for Masonic/Templar degrees to be formed throughout the next few years. Though during his speech he never once 
mentioned the Templars by name, it was obvious that their order was most prominent in the minds of his listeners. Ramsay himself was believed 
to have instigated a system of 3 Chivalric Degrees, namely, (1) ECOSSAIS, (2) NOVICE, (3) KNIGHT TEMPLAR.  

One other such Order to rise from this idea was the Rite of the Strict Observance. Instituted in Germany around the 1750's by Baron Karl Gotthelf 
Von Hund (1722 -1776). This order laid claim to the original property and privileges of the medieval order of Knights Templars. It also claimed 
possession of their preceptories, and various buildings throughout Scotland, which were confiscated and handed over to the Crown during the 
persecution of the original Order in 1314.

Baron Von Hund claimed he was made a Freemason and brought into the Order of the Temple around the year 1742. It is said that during his stay 
in Paris he received the higher degrees of the Chapter of Clermont which gave him the idea of forming the Observance Rite.
 
At his reception were supposedly Charles Edward Stuart, (and by the way, Hund was in actual fact the Bonnie Prince’s tutor), and William, 4th 
Earl of Kilmarnock, who was also Grand Master Mason of Scotland (1742-43), he, is you remember, was subsequently executed in 1746 for his 
support of Charles Edward Stuart. Therefore the initiation ceremony of Von Hund into this Order of the Temple must have taken place in and 
around 1744-45. We also have to take into account that the so called Knights Templars present at that meeting were made members prior to 1744.

The Rite, which Hund helped to instigate, was a complex system of degrees that held its allegiance to "Unknown Superiors". His "Unknown 
Superiors" having supposedly contacted him and instructed him to organise several meetings of the Order.  Although he claims that they never 
contacted him again Hund went on to establish the Rite complete with ritual. The basis of the ritual being that on the death of Jacques de Molay, 
(the last Grand Master of the Medieval order), control of the order was handed over to Pierre d'Aumont, Templar Prior of Auvergne, who took the 
Order to Scotland. Pierre d'Aumont was to be succeeded by an unbroken succession of Grand Masters whose identities were to be kept secret or 
unknown. Hence the so-called "Unknown Superiors".

Renowned scholar and Masonic author, Robert Freke Gould states in his book "Military Lodges 1732-1890" that the degrees of the Rite of the 
Strict Observance completely took off in the British Regiments and the already established Masonic lodges worked side by side with those of the 
Strict Observance.

Also a Lodge in London in the year 1736 was conferring "Higher Degrees" in French, and if this was the case then it would obviously predated Von 
Hund's Rite but it is unlikely to be of Masonic origin. Most of Hund's ideas were to be picked up by the Rite of the Philalethes at Lyon and also by 
the Provincial Grand Priory of Auvergne in France, and were adapted into a Rite still practised today by the Grand Priory of Helvetia in Switzerland.

In fact the Grand Priory of England is in fraternal communications with the Grand Priory of the Rectified Scottish Rite (Switzerland), better known 
as the Knights Beneficent of the Holy City, whose Swiss members are entitled to sit and attend the 33rd degree meetings of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish rite in Switzerland.  
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Various other orders and degrees that were instituted and based on a Templar system included, the Order of the Orient, formed at Paris in the 
year 1806. The Order of the Blazing Star, formed by Baron Tschoudy in 1766, was a system of Chivalric degrees ascending from the crusades 
based on the Templar system of Andrew Ramsay. The degree of Knight of the Ape and Lion began to appear in and around the year 1780. This 
order adopted the idea that they held the original secrets of the medieval order with the belief that the medieval Templars had been persecuted by 
the modern Templars. This order unfortunately only came to be known because of its demise. The degree Knight of the Lillies of the Valley was 
conferred by the Grand Orient of France as an appendage to the Templar degree that it already had been conferring.

Also in 1763 a gentleman by the name of Johnson residing in Germany declared himself a representative of the Order of the Temple, authorised 
by the Sovereign Chapter of Scotland to introduce itself into Europe. He was eventually imprisoned and died in 1775.

As you can see there were a great number of degrees and orders that were formed along the Templar idea. So much so that on the 16th of July 
1782 a Masonic Congress was held at Wilhelmsbad, near the city of Hanau in Hesse-Cassel. The meeting was chaired by Ferdinand, Duke of 
Brunswick, who was at that time the Grand Master of the Order of the Strict Observance. The meeting lasted for thirty sessions where its agenda 
was to reform the existing Masonic system and try to disentangle the many rites and higher degrees formed along Templar lines. Topics that were 
discussed were the true origins of Speculative Masonry as whether it was in actual fact a modern thought or indeed a more ancient tradition. When 
the congress was finally closed it was agreed that:

“Freemasonry was not essentially connected with Templarism, and that, contrary to the doctrine of the Rite of the Strict Observance, the 
Freemasons were not the successors of the Knights Templars”.

The result of its finding was in fact the nail in the coffin for the Strict Observance which very soon died out along with many of the other Templars 
degrees and orders.

I would say Brethren, if only to perpetuate the theory that Freemasonry was the successor to the Knights Templar, that the statement made by 
those who had attended the Masonic Congress that was held at Wilhelmsbad; that statement was merely an attempt to deflect attention from the 
truth, which with some more research from around the globe, may well show that they were the true descendants of the KTs!

Author not Known.

Conquest of Jeusalem 1099
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THE CHRISTI AN IMPLICATIONS OF THE 18th DEGREE        
By Ill. Bro. Rev. E. C. KING, 30°

The main purpose of the study is to discover the meaning and significance of the passage of Scripture, which is read 
during the 1st. Point, Isaiah Chapter 53, and its relevance to Rose Croix Masonry. But we must first take a look at the 
origins of the Order itself. The degree of Prince of Rose Croix is, of all the high grades the most widely diffused being 
found in numerous Rites. It is the eighteenth of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, the seventh of the French or 
Modern, the eighteenth of the Counci1 of Emperors of the East and West, the third of the Royal Order of Scotland, the 
twelfth of the Elect of Truth and seventh of the Philalethes, the Seekers of Truth. It was also given, in early times, in 
some Encampments of Knights Templars, and was the sixth of the degrees conferred by the Encampment of Baldwyn 
at Bristol, England.

Masonic writers have made many conflicting statements about its origin, some giving it a much higher antiquity than others, but all agree that it is 
one of the earliest of the higher degrees.

The name has, undoubtedly, been the cause of much confusion in relation to its history, because the Masonic degree of Rose Croix has at times 
been confused with the kabbalistical and alchemical sect of the “Rosicrucian’s" or "Brothers of the Rosy Cross". In spite of the insidious attempts 
of several opponents of Masonry to confound the two Orders, there is a great distinction between them. Even their names, a1though somewhat 
similar in sound are totally different in signification. The Rosicrucian’s, who were alchemists, did not derive their name, like the Rose Croix Masons, 
from the emblems of the Rose and Cross, but from the Latin “Ros” signifying "dew", which was supposed to be, of all the natural bodies, the most 
powerful solvent of gold, and "crux", "the cross", a chemical symbol of "Light". Baron Westerode, who wrote in 1784~ suggests that the order was 
instituted among the Knights Templar in Palestine in the year 1188, and then adds that Prince Edward, the son of Henry III, was admitted into the 
order in 1196. The Baron de Gleiche", who was in 1785, the German Secretary of the Philalethan Congress of Paris, says that the Rose Croix and 
the Masons were united in England under King Arthur. But he has undoubtedly made the fundamental error of messing up Rosicrucianism with the 
Masonic legends of the Knights of the Round Table, so his assertions are invalid.

Another writer declares that the Rose Croix degree was invented by the Jesuits about the beginning of the 18th. Century to undermine the insidious 
attacks of the free thinkers on the Roman Catholic religion. But there is no evidence of this in the history of the Roman Catholic Church. Another 
writer tells us that there is a tradition among the Masons of Scotland that, after the dissolution of the Templars, many of the knights repaired to 
Scotland and placed themselves under the protection of Robert Bruce; and that, after the Battle of Bannock burn which took place on St. John the 
Baptist' s Day ~ June 24th. 1314, the Monarch instituted the Royal Order of Heredom and, knights of the Rosy Cross and established the chief 
seat at Kilwinning. It seems by no means improbable that the degree of Rose Croix de Heredom may have taken its origin from that Order. But 
for all their speculation no one seems able to pinpoint the period when~ and the point where, the Rose Croix degree became a part of Masonry.

One thing we do know for certain. In the year 1747, the Pretender Prince Charles Edward, Bonnie Prince Charlie, established a Chapter in the 
town of Arras, in France, with the title "Chapitre Primordial de Rose Croix " In the charter of the body the Pretender styles himself "Sovereign Grand 
Master of the Chapter of Heredom, known under the title of the Eagle and Pelican, and since our sorrows and misfortunes are great, under that 
of the Rose Croix". From this we may infer that the title of "Rose Croix" was first known in 1747 and that the degree had been formally known as 
"Knight of the Eagle and Pelican", a title, which it still retains. But it is doubtful if Prince Charles borrowed any more than just the name from the 
Rosy Cross of the Royal Order of Scotland, for apart from the fact that it is Christian, the Rose Croix is entirely different in form and organisation.

It would seem that on its inception, the Rose Croix degree was, in fact, an attempt to christianise Freemasonry: 

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
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To the First Temple of Solomon and the second of Zerubbabel, is added a third, that to which Christ alluded when he said "Destroy this temple 
and in three days I will raise it up.” The Pillars of Wisdom, Strength and Beauty, which support the Masonic Temple, are replaced by the Christian 
pillars of Faith, Hope and Charity. There are thirty-three degrees, which allude to the "Number of years of the Messiah's life on earth. Fortunately, 
the Rose Croix degree failed to Christianise Freemasonry, but became the Christian branch of it. So the Principles and Tenets of Craft Masonry, 
which are based on the Judea-Christian ethic, and are the ultimate foundation and source of Freemasonry, remained intact for brethren of all 
Faiths to embrace.

In some ways, the 1st. Point of the Rose Croix is a Christian version of the 3rd. Degree. The darkened room and perambulations are there. The 
glimmering light in the East becomes the Red Cross. The candidate symbolically undergoes dangers, difficulties and afflictions, finding eventual 
deliverance by the practice of the virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity, and ultimate Perfection through the path originally trodden by Christ the 
Redeemer. But for the recitation of the sufferings of Hiram Abiff is substituted the reading of Isaiah's beautiful poetic prophesy of .the suffering 
that one who was to be a Saviour, would have to endure. There are four such prophecies, called the "Suffering Servant" prophecies or poems.

And, although the Book of Isaiah is not a unity and was written by various writers at different times in the history of the Jewish people, over a period 
before, during and after the Exile, these prophesies were obviously all written by the same writer.

This prophet had an unshakeable belief in Jehovah as a living God and this belief inspired all his public utterances. It was God who controlled 
courts and used great world empires for the working out of his plans. And this sure confidence in God, gave Isaiah a profound contempt for the petty 
deceits and futile conspiracies of the King and his advisors. He believed that God's chosen people must be Holy and Just; and he continuously 
denounced the social injustice which disfigured the national life, above all the greed and avarice of the great landowners, which, supported as they 
were by a corrupt administration, denied to the poor and helpless all legal protection, and left them at the mercy of their oppressors.

Since the nation would not accept God's teaching, and remain in quiet and peace, Isaiah foresaw inevitable though not complete disaster. For out 
of the fire of calamity a purified remnant would emerge and the nation would be reborn. A king of David's line would arise - "there shall come forth 
a rod out of the stem of Jesse" - and the nation would find prosperity and usefulness.

The Christian Church has seen in the figure of the Suffering Servant, the first dim groping after the Christ, the Messiah who was to come not just to 
restore the kingdom of Israel, but to be the Divine Founder of a new Israel, a people of God which would know no limits either of country or races. 
And Christians may rightly claim that the voluntary suffering of Jesus, his apparently obscure origin in the dry ground of Galilee, his silence before 
his persecutors, his quasi-judicial condemnation, his death with the wicked and his grave with the rich, his tender solicitude for his persecutors 
and his vindication by His Resurrection are a fulfilment of the prophetic ideal so complete, both in spirit and in detail, that the Christian Church has 
accepted him as its fulfilment. We must remember, however, that the Jews have Isaiah's prophecy among their sacred writings and that they are 
still awaiting its fulfilment and the coming of the Messiah.

In our ceremony, the prophecy as recited is not directed towards the candidate but to the other members of the Chapter. The Candidate, with his 
conductor, is too busy searching for the Christian principles of Faith, Hope and Charity hidden in the Pillars of Wisdom, Strength and Beauty, to 
listen to a recital by the Prelate. The recital is devised to infect the listeners with a true attitude of mind and a proper approach to the ceremony 
as a whole.

The poem falls into two parts. The first part shows the universal astonishment at the Servants humiliation and undeserved fate. Who could possibly 
believe that anyone could be treated so inhumanely? Despised and rejected, oppressed and afflicted he makes no protest. Then in the last two 
paragraphs we see the fulfilment of God's purpose and the exaltation and vindication of His Servant. "Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great." It is not suggested that the prophecy is meant to depict exactly the various incidents in our Lord's life; rather it is a foretelling of the trials 
and tribulations the Messiah would have to undergo in the attempt to reveal the way of Eternal Life to his chosen people and then to all the world.

Nor is it suggested that the prophet, knew in what manner his prophecy would be fulfilled, or when. Rather, he was moved by the spirit to utter 
words, the meaning of which he could only partly understand. It was left to subsequent generations to see their fulfilment.

Scholars agree that these words were recorded some four hundred years before the birth of Christ, but it is not surprising that in the early writings 
of the Christian Church, frequent reference is made to this prophecy. For, in the Suffering Servant, we have the picture of a man who voluntarily 
set himself to carry out the mission entrusted to him by God even though it could mean misunderstanding, persecution and death. We see a man 
who is the object of man's aversion and God's wrath and only after his death is vindicated as having borne in loneliness of soul the punishment 
for sins in which he had no part.

I repeat that though the Jews still await the coming of the Messiah, the Christian Church sees in Jesus a fulfilment of the prophetic ideal so 
complete, both in spirit and in detail, that it has accepted Him as the Christ, the Messiah.

I conclude by reading the passage so that you can make your own assessment of its meaning, significance and relevance. Its beauty lies not only 
in the poetic quality of Isaiah's prophecy, but also in the cadences of the authorised translation which contains all of the lyricism of Shakespearean 
English.

Reference : Link Here

https://www.rosecroix.org.au/3.html
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Masonic Orders in New Zealand with Sovereign Body Overseas

The Worshipful Society of Freemasons, Rough Masons, Wallers, Slaters, Paviors, Plaisterers and Bricklayers

THE OPERATIVES

by Rt W. Bro. DON FALCONER, VII°
Second Grand Master Mason, The Operatives Lodge Endeavor #429, 
The United Grand Lodge of New South Wales, Australia

Introduction

Operative or Guild Masons were organized in England with royal approval dating at least from as early 
as the Grand Assemblage of 926 in York, which is reputed to have been authorized and encouraged by 
King Athelstan. As a result of the general decline in Guild masonry, only a few operative lodges were still 
active in the early 1900s. Fearing that their teachings and ceremonials might eventually become lost, 
several operative lodges of the York Division decided that positive action should be taken to obviate this 
possibility. Under the authority of the York Division, the Channel Row Assemblage was reconstituted 
under the present title at Bedford House, in London, on 21st May 1913. 

The Worshipful Society of Freemasons is governed by a Grand Assemblage, which is based in London and presided over by three Grand Master 
Masons. When the annual Grand Assemblage met in September 1999, the Worshipful Society had a worldwide membership of 1,697 and 
comprised fifty-one Assemblages, of which thirteen are in Australia and four in New Zealand. For administrative purposes the Worshipful Society 
is subdivided into divisions or regions, of which five are in Australia, presided over by a Senior Passed Master who is the Deputy Grand Master 
Mason responsible directly to Grand Assemblage.

Qualifications for membership and degrees worked

Membership is restricted to regular freemasons who are Master Masons, Mark Master Masons and Royal Arch Masons in good standing. For 
promotion beyond the Vº, a member must have been installed as a Master in a Craft Lodge and also in a Mark Lodge. There are seven degrees 
in all, as follows:

Iº  Indentured Apprentice
IIº  Fellow of the Craft
IIIº  Fitter and Marker
IVº  Setter Erector
Vº  Intendent, Overseer, Super Intendent and Warden
VIº  Passed Master
VIIº  Master Mason and Grand Master Honoris Causa

Assemblages and Lodges

Each Assemblage includes the Stone Yard and Lodge of each of the degrees from the First to the Third and also the Erection Site and Lodge of 
the Fourth degree. Each Assemblage is presided over by a Deputy Master Mason representing the three Grand Master Masons who ipso facto 
are the masters of every lodge. The Deputy Master Mason has two deputies and all three must be Passed Masters VIº. A Vº Lodge is presided 
over by a Deputy Master Mason and a VIº Lodge by a Senior Passed Master. Each of these presiding officers has two deputies. The VIIº Lodge is 
presided over by the three Grand Master Masons. The appointment of all Deputy Master Masons and Senior Passed Masters is the prerogative of 
the three Grand Master Masons and each continues in office until a successor is appointed. The Deputy Master Masons of Assemblages usually 
preside for one year, but the Deputy Master Masons Vº are usually appointed for three years and the Senior Passed Masters and Deputy Grand 
Master Masons for five years. Procedures for joining the Worshipful Society and progress within it Freemasons having the required qualifications 
may enquire of any member of the Worshipful Society if interested in becoming a member. Many of those who join have been recommended to 
the Assemblage by members and have been invited to join after favourable consideration by the members of the Assemblage. All applications for 
membership are subject to a ballot of the members present in open Assemblage. Meetings of an Assemblage are held quarterly, but additional 
meetings may be onvened in special circumstances.

Progress through the degrees and promotions to office are based on merit. In addition, certain minimum periods of service are prescribed for 
qualification for promotion in the progressive degrees, as follows:

Iº to IIº  The next following meeting of the Assemblage
IIº to IIIº  At least one intervening meeting of the Assemblage
IIIº to IVº  At least two intervening meetings of the Assemblage
IVº to Vº  At least three intervening meetings of the Assemblage
Vº to VIº  At least forty-eight weeks after promotion to Vº
VIº to VIIº  At the sole discretion of the three Grand Master Masons
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The New Zealand Masonic Family Tree Booklet (Ver 2) may be ordered from the Editor

Work within the Assemblages

Although the work carried out within the Assemblages is similar in many respects to that carried out in the Masonic orders of which membership is 
a prerequisite to becoming a member of the Worshipful Society of Freemasons, nevertheless there are some significant differences. The origins of 
the various degrees of speculative freemasonry will become evident to candidates in the various operative degrees, although no attempt is made 
to correlate the several systems. The old charges and explanations are given in their original forms, but much of the work that has already been 
carried out in the speculative degrees is not repeated. The purpose of the Worshipful Society is to perpetuate the ancient operative workings to 
the extent that they can be established beyond doubt. In this respect, membership of the Worshipful Society can greatly enhance a speculative 
freemason’s understanding of the ceremonials in which he has participated and of the rituals that he has learnt. 

From the foregoing it will be evident that the work of the Worshipful Society provides an important, if not essential, conclusion to the work of the 
Craft, the Mark and the Royal Arch. Moreover, it also relates directly to the work of the Cryptic Rite and some of the Allied Masonic Degrees.

Grand Rank and Past Rank

There is neither Grand Rank nor Past Rank in the Worshipful Society. A member’s rank is signified by the degree that he holds. In earlier times 
the three Grand Master Masons traditionally held office ad vitam, but nowadays they waive that right. The First Grand Master Mason shall retire 
after five years and the Second Grand Master Mason after three years, although each may be reappointed for a further period. The Third Grand 
Master Mason ceases to hold office when the Ancient Drama is reenacted at the annual General Assembly. All Deputy Master Masons, Senior 
Passed Masters, Deputy Grand Master Masons and Grand Master Masons use these titles only during the tenure of their offices – they are not 
subsequently accorded the title “Past”.

Reference: Link Here

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=Order%20NZ%20Family%20Tree%20Booklet
www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/donoperatives.html
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Freemasonry Advertisements in Old New Zealand Newspapers

NEW ZEALANDER, VOLUME 6, ISSUE 448, 31 JULY 1850

SOUTHLAND TIMES, VOLUME I, ISSUE 68, 
4 NOVEMBER 1864

OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 1035, 14 APRIL 1865

OTAGO DAILY TIMES, 18 JUNE 1862

NORTH OTAGO TIMES, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 62, 
27 APRIL 1865OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 1070, 25 MAY 1865
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Some Important Safety Notices In Ingrish
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Another Selection of Limericks

A fellow jumped off a high wall,
And had a most terrible fall.
He went back to bed,
With a bump on his head,
That's why you don't jump off a wall

Limericks I cannot compose,
With noxious smells in my nose.
But this one was easy,
I only felt queasy,
Because I was sniffing my toes.

A canner, exceedingly canny,
One morning remarked to his granny.
A canner can can,
Anything that he can,
But a canner can't can a can, can he?.

There once was a child in Spain,
Who loved to play in the rain.
One day he tripped,
And broke his hip,
Now he is in serious pain.

There was a young lady of Cork,
Whose Pa made a fortune in pork.
He bought for his daughter,
A tutor who taught her,
To balance green peas on her fork.

A man and his lady-love, Min,
Skated out where the ice was quite thin.
Had a quarrel, no doubt,
For I hear they fell out,
What a blessing they didn't fall in!

There was a young lady of Lynn,
Who was so excessively thin.
That when she assayed,
To drink lemonade,
She slipped through the straw and fell in.

There was an enchanting young bride,
Who ate many green apples and died.
The apples fermented,
inside the lamented,
and made cider inside her inside.

There once was a boy named Dan,
who wanted to fry in a pan.
He tried and he tried,
and eventually died,
that weird little boy named Dan.

I need a front door for my hall,
The replacement I bought was too tall.
So I hacked it and chopped it,
And carefully lopped it,
And now the dumb thing is too small.

I know an old owl named Boo,
Every night he yelled Hoo,

Once a kid walked by,
And started to cry,

And yelled I don't have a clue!

One Saturday morning at three,
A cheese monger's shop in Paree.

Collapsed to the ground,
With a thunderous sound,

Leaving only a pile of de brie.

I'm really determined and keen,
To start giving this house a spring clean.

I will do it I say,
Yes, I'll do it today,

Well, I'll do it tomorrow, I mean.

There was a young lady named Perkins,
Who just simply lived on gherkins.

In spite of advice,
She ate so much spice,

That she ruined her internal working's.

A painter, who lived in Great Britain,
Interrupted two girls with their knitting,

He said, with a sigh,
That park bench--well I,

Just painted it, right where you're sitting.

There once was a girl called Jane,
who thought she had a really big brain.

She thought she was cool,
standing in a puddle of drool,

but really she was just insane.

There is a young schoolboy named Mason,
Whose mum cuts his hair with a basin.

When he stands in one place,
With a scarf round his face,

It's a mystery which way he’s facing.

An ambitious young fellow named Matt,
Tried to parachute using his hat.

Folks below looked so small,
As he started to fall,

Then got bigger and bigger and SPLAT!

I've done it -- I've done mown the lawn,
But my muscles are aching and torn.

I could swear there are some,
In my legs and my bum,

I've not used since the year I was born

An elderly man called Keith,
Mislaid his set of false teeth.
They'd been laid on a chair,
He'd forgot they were there,

Sat down, and was bitten beneath.
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 Trivial Pursuits Questions for June. 

1 In which countries men use the most deodorant 
2 Who played Billy the Kid in The Left Handed Gun 
3 What was the first credit card 
4 What links Humphry Davie, Michael Faraday, Madam Curie 
5 Hippophagic society members support what 
6 What did Britain swap Havana for with Spain in 1763 
7 What is the crime of embracery
 8 Which country made the worlds first feature film in 1906 
9 Who wrote Gentlemen Prefer Blonds 
10 What was Norman Bates hobby in Psycho 
11 What was Casanovas day job 
12 Where is the worlds largest gold depository
13 Why did the state of Indiana ban Robin Hood in 1953 
14 Angelo Scicilano better know as who 
15 How did George II die 
16 What did Marlon Brando and George C Scott refuse 
17 Why was convict 2599 unusual in Pen State prison 1924 
18 What is 6 inches bigger in Summer 
19 What two ingredients make the dish angels on horseback 
20 What was Charles Dickens last (unfinished) novel 
21 Which sea on Earth has no beaches 
22 Reuben Tice died trying to invent a machine to do what 
23 De Witt Wallace founded what 
24 Who is the Patron Saint of thieves 
25 According to his business card what job did Al Capone do 
26 Humans are 10,000 times more sexually active than 
27 Shirley Schrift became famous as which actress 
28 In Kansas what can a waiter not do in a teacup (legally) 
29 Which country has the smallest birth rate 
30 Which 1956 film caused riots in cinemas 
31 Who did the USA buy the Virgin islands from 
32 Who played the scarecrow in the Wiz (all black wiz of oz) 
33 What was or is a Waltzing Mathilda 
34 Which country was the first to introduce old age pensions 
35 Which hats became popular with children in 1956 
36 Malden Serkiovitch famous as which actor 
37 What is it illegal to pawn in New York 
38 What hospital did Dr Kildare work at 
39 Collective nouns - a smuck of what 
40 Who was Cleopatra's first husband
41 Who was John Dawkins better known as 
42 Which film star has his statue in Leicester Square 
43 Virginia McMath became famous as which actress 
44 What is the name of Captain Ahab's ship 
45 Roosevelt won the 1932 election - who lost it 
46 Who wrote The History of Mr Polly 
47 What is the first day of Lent 
48 Mr Chips said goodbye - from which fictional school 
49 Who buried the treasure on Treasure Island 
50 Which TV series was narrated by Walter Winchell
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NO 1 DISTRICT PEOPLE CONTACT INFORMATION AS AT 01 June 2019

Role Name Phone Mobile E-mail
District Grand Master Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 021 528 860 kjburch102@gmail.com
Director Of Ceremonies Trevor Hall 027 471 1665 trev@orcon.net.nz
Grand Steward Hugh Chamberlain (09) 437 0411 021 263 6935 skey@xtra.co.nz
Grand Steward Roy Scahill (09) 406 7635 021 625 274 scahillr@xtra.co.nz
Education Advisor John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 028 258 85111 john@merlin.net.nz
Property & Heritage Bryan Wiig (09) 437 2840 021 105 6857 wiigy1@orcon.net.nz

Northland Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters and Higher Degrees.

The Hokianga Lodge No. 69

Master: David Kearns Secretary Garth Coulter
Address: PO Box 86

Rawene 0443
Address PO Box 79

Rawene 0443
E-mail: daveandlk66@gmail.com E-mail karlandgwen@outlook.com
Phone: (09) 405 7595 Phone (09) 405 8246
Mobile: Mobile :

The Mangonui Lodge No. 78

Master : Roy Scahill Secretary : Bob Vartan
Address : 100 Virtue Crescent 

Tokerau Beach  
RD 3  Kaitaia 0483

Address : 7/7	Freyja	Crescent,	
Coopers Beach, 
Mangonui 0420

E-mail : scahillr@xtra.co.nz E-mail : arjayvee@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09) 406 7635 Phone : (09) 406 1239
Mobile : 021 625 274 Mobile : 021 155 8540

Lodge Whangarei No. 102

Master : Tim Telfer Secretary : Graeme Whiteman
Address : 444 Marua Road. 

RD 1 
Hikurangi 0181

Address : Townhouse 59 
Jane Mander Village. Kamo 
Whangarei 0110

E-mail : ttelfer@gmail.com E-mail : kamoagain@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 433 7605 Phone : (09) 435 6499
Mobile : 021 217 0223 Mobile : 027 435 6358

The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101

Master : John Anderson Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 4002 SH10

Kaeo 0478
Address : 66 Albert Street

Kawakawa 0210
E-mail : anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 405 1248 Phone :
Mobile : 021 100 7367 Mobile : 021 125 2754
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Lodge Hikurangi No. 140

Master: Ivan Berryman Secretary: Hilton Cook
Address: Worsnop Road  

RD 6  
Whangarei 0176

Address: 54 Te Paka Crescent
Kamo 
Whangarei  0112  

E-mail: eiberryman@xtra.co.nz E-mail: hikalodge@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 433 5847 Phone: (09) 435 0169
Mobile: Mobile:

Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169

Master: Donald Wrigley Secretary: Graham Rogerson
Address: 115 Station Road

Dargaville 0310
Address: Unit 6

5 Waiatawa Road, Tikipunga
Whangarei 0112

E-mail: dwjigsaw@gmail.com E-mail: edh7514@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 439 5158 Phone: (09) 437 1598
Mobile: 021 0274 0245 Mobile: 021 308 069

Lodge Kororareka No. 304

Master : Robert Goodhue Secretary : Alastair Mitchell
Address : 66 Albert Street

Kawakawa 0210
Address : 1 Gould Street 

Russell 0202
E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com E-mail : alastair@riskandinsurance.co.nz
Phone : Phone : (09) 403 7530

Mobile : 021 125 2754 Mobile : 021 022 34264

Lodge Parahaki No. 269

Master : Shane Stratton Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 286 Puhipuhi Road

Whakapara
Hikurangi 0182

Address : 66 Albert Street
Kawakawa 0210

E-mail : shane@sbsurveyors.co.nz  E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 433 9937 Phone :
Mobile : 027 439 0092 Mobile : 021 125 2754

Lodge Kerikeri No. 402

Master : Gary Best Secretary : Robert Bubendorfer
Address : 140A Kerikeri Inlet Road

Kerikeri 0230
Address : 336/82	Rainbow	Falls	Road

RD 2
Kerikeri 0295

E-mail : metalgary82@hotmail.com E-mail : bob@bubendorfer.net.nz
Phone : (09) 407 9122 Phone : (09) 407 1156
Mobile : 022 436 5764 Mobile : 022 631 0701
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Lodge Hatea No. 431

Master: Hugh Chamberlain Secretary Kevin Peachey
Address: 142 One Tree Point Road

One Tree Point 
Whangarei

Address : 17 E Albert Street
Whangarei 0110

E-mail: skey@xtra.co.nz E-mail : kevinmp1049@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 437 0411 Phone : (09) 435 2916
Mobile: Mobile: 021 758 822

Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461

Master: Graeme Bell Secretary: John	Farley
Address: 2049	Ngunguru	Road

RD 3 
Whangarei

Address: 163 Church Street 
Onerahi
Whangarei  0110

E-mail: bellmain@xtra.co.nz E-mail: cathjohnf@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09) 434 3898 Phone: (09) 436 0806
Mobile: Mobile: 027 636 0806

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71

1st 
Principal

Ralph Barber Scribe E : Wayne Maday

Address : 15B Daroux Drive
RD 2
Kerikeri 0295

Address :

E-mail : ralphbarber6@gmail.com E-mail : wmaday@kinect.co.nz
Phone : (09) 401 6413 Phone : (09) 407 8761

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27

1st 
Principal

Vince Cocurullo Scribe E : Dennis Turner

Address : 40 Otaika Rd
Woodhill
Whangarei 0110

Address : T.B.A

E-mail : vince@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : lpgfalcon@icloud.com
Phone : (09) 438 8834 Phone :  (09) 438-8268
Mobile : Mobile :

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80

1st 
Principal

Dave	Fenwick	 Scribe E : Dave Starr

Address : 29b Paparoa Rd.
Cockle Bay 
Auckland 2010 

Address : P O Box 54  
Warkworth.  0941

E-mail : Rexton402@gmail.com E-mail : starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09) 535 7795 Phone : (09) 425 5664
Mobile : Mobile :
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Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65

T.I.M.: Hilton Cook Recorder: Mark	Norgate
Address: Address :
E-mail: hilton.cook@xtra.co.nz E-mail : mhnorgate@clear.net.nz
Phone: (09) 435-0169 Phone : (09) 435-4027
Mobile: Mobile:

Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80

T.I.M.: Peter Copeman Recorder: Dave Starr
Address: Address: P O Box 54  

Warkworth.  0941
E-mail: E-mail: starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09) 432-7663 Phone: (09) 425 5664
Mobile: Mobile:

Knights Templar - Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17

Preceptor: Brian Mulcahy Secretary: Garry Larsen
Address : Address : 5A Melody Lane, 

Kaitaia 0410
E-mail : E-mail : glars@slingshot.co.nz
Phone : (09)-408-1456 Phone : (09) 408-2309
Mobile : Mobile :

Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No. 45

M.E.S: Vince Cocurullo Secretary: Steve Shervell
Address : 40 Otaika Rd

Woodhill
Whangarei 0110

Address : 3 Koromiko Lane
R D 5
Whangarei 0110

E-mail : info@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : steve.shervell@hotmail.com
Phone : (09) 438-883 Phone : (09) 459-5932
Mobile : 021 438 952 Mobile : 027 479 1333

Order of the Secret Monitor

Supreme 
Ruler

Lindsay Stichbury Secretary: Pat Severinsen

Address : 58A Garbolino Road
RD 5 
Wellsford 0975

Address : 15 Rolling Stone Rise
Tikipunga 
Whangarei 0112

E-mail : cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail : pladseve@xnet.co.nz
Phone : (09) 431 5544 Phone : (09) 435 1008
Mobile : 025 304 200 Mobile :


