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Develop a passion for learning. 
If you do, 

You will never cease to grow. 

 
Notes: 

1.  This newsletter is distributed free of charge.
2.  To subscribe or unsubscribe send an e-mail to the   
 Editor
3.  Letters to the Editor and other contributions are   
 welcome. Send an e-mail to the Editor.
4.  The views expressed in this newsletter are those of   
	 the	contributors	only	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the		
	 official	policy	or	position	of	Freemasons	New	Zealand		
 or any other agency, organisation, employer or   
 company.
5.		 Unless	specifically	named,	articles	in	this	newsletter			
 do not refer to any person living or dead.

© W.Bro John MacDonald 2019

Some Good Reads
THE RITE OF INVESTITURE

In the days of antiquity all systems of religions true and false, as 
well as the ancient mysteries and philosophies poss essed and 
practised rites and ceremonies. 

The novice was in itiated by being required to pass through 
specially devised ceremonies. Connected with all the ancient 
mysteries, the "Rite of Investiture" was quite common and in all 
the systems of ancient philosophies appears to have existed from 
the inauguration of those systems.

"There is no one of the symbols”, says Dr.Mackey in his Ency
clopaedia of Freemasonry,Vol.1, p.72., of Speculative Masonry 
more important in its teachings, or more interesting in its history 
than the Lambskin, or White Leather Apron. 

Commencing its lessons at an early period in the Mason's progress 
it is impressed upon his memory as the first gift that he receives, 
the first symbol which is explained to him, and the first tangible 
evidence that he possesses of his admission into the Fraternity. 
Whatever may be his future advancement in the "Royal Art", into 
whatsoever deeper arcana his devotion to the Mystic Institution 
or his thirst for knowledge may subsequently lead him, with the 
Lambskin Apron -his first investiture- he never parts. 

Changing, perhaps its form and decorations, and conveying at 
each step, some new but beautiful allusion, its substance is still 
there and it continues to claim the honoured title by which it was 
first made known to him on the night of his Initiation, as 
"THE BADGE OF A MASON."

CANDIDATE:

An applicant for admission into Masonry is called a Candidate. The Latin 
"Candidatus" means clothed in white, "Candidus vestibus indutus". 

In ancient Rome, he who sought office from the people wore a white 
robe of a peculiar construction, flowing open in front, so as to exhibit the 
wounds he had received in his breast. 

From the colour of his robe or Toga Candida, he was called "Candidatus", 
whence the word Candidate. The derivation will serve to remind the 
Mason of the purity of conduct and char acter that should distinguish all 
those who are candidates for admission into the Order. 

The qualifications of a candidate in Masonry are somewhat peculiar. 
He must be freeborn, under no bondage, of at least twentyone (now 
18) years of age, (a Lewis excepted) in the possession of sound 
senses, free from any physical defect of dismemberment, (except by 
special dispensation of the Grand Master issued under exceptional 
circumstances) and of irreproachable manners, or, as it is technic ally 
termed, "Under the tongue of good report".

No atheist, eunuch, or woman can be admitted. The requisites as to 
age, sex, and soundness of body have reference to the Operative 
character of the Institution. 

WE CAN ONLY EXPECT ABLE WORKMEN IN ABLEBODIED MEN. 

The mental and religious qualifications refer to the duties and obligations 
which a Mason contracts. An idiot could not understand them, and an 
atheist would not respect them. Even those who possess all these 
necessary qualifications can be admitted only under certain Regulations 
that differ under different Masonic Constitutions.PASSING BETWEEN THE ALTAR & THE MASTER

It is a distinct breach of Masonic custom to pass between altar and 
the Master. 

Our Three Great Lights of Masonry  The V. O. T. S. L., the Square, 
and the Compasses, are the particular responsibility of the 
Worshipful Master, since they are dedicated to God, the Master, 
and the Craft. 

To the Master is confided all the furniture of especially the Three 
Great Lights which are the most important of all. 

Therefore, to insure that the Master may have this allimportant 
charge constantly in sight, it has been established as a Masonic 
precedent that no one should ever obscure his view of the Altar 
after the Lodge is open.

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=Letter%20to%20the%20Editor
http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures/170-masonic-%0D%0Dgleanings-short-talks-on-freemasonrys.html
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Editorial August 2019

District Education Advisor 
and Editor North News

Age and Change

Masonic landmarks, Lodge traditions, ageing memories, and other stumbling blocks can very easily cloud the necessity to consider change in our 
Lodges. In the big cities of Auckland, Wellington, and Christchurch, we are seeing huge changes, that would have been unthinkable even 10 years 
ago, with the closure and sale of old Lodge buildings and the erection of 21st Century buildings to replace them. 

Old Lodges are closing and new Lodges are opening to absorb the membership of the closed Lodges. This change has not come without lengthy 
discussion, and even the odd resignation, however at the end of the day these decisions can only move Freemasonry back into the public view  a 
place it used to hold with pride some 150 or more years ago in this country. 

Unfortunately there does not seem to be the same forward looking view in the smaller regions, cities, and towns. Far too many Lodges have 
merged rather than close and what we have ended up with is a 'split" Lodge which has two deep seated views of the past. "That's not the way we 
used to do it back in 1990" is a shrill cry that is meant to stop any suggestion of change dead in its tracks. Biggest offenders here seem to be those 
of us who have the letter P. before our Masonic rank. Never forget that “Past” means just that  past  if you are one of these who cannot handle 
being a “Past” here is a  polite suggestion: stop meddling and dicating what can and when it will happen “over your dead body”. You have had your 
chance to make your mark and history will decide how successful or otherwise you have been.

Once upon a time, country Lodges had an attendance in the register that showed 85% of members attended every meeting. That could mean up 
to 50 or more males in tuxedo's and bow ties jammed into a refectory that was only built to accommodate 25 or 30 when the building was erected 
in the early 20th or late 19th Century. All the Masonic toasts were followed with "Fires" led by an hearty "firemaster" who had a very loud voice 
from his days as an RSM on a military parade ground. 

In the days before random breath testing, refectory would usually run until at least midnight, and the stewards were often seen rummaging around 
in the liquor cabinet trying to find a few half empty bottles of something to help quell the insatiable thirst of the assembled Brethren. Stories, poems, 
and jokes were exchanged amidst the cigarette, cigar, and pipe smoke that was ingrained in every Lodge suit  even the non smokers were not 
immune from this. 

Many the wife who insisted that the husband on his return home hung his suit in the porch to "air" rather than "perfume" all the clothes in the shared 
wardrobe. Some of the smell was also attributable to the uncleaned "dunnies" that were considered OK for the "blokes" to use in those days. To 
accommodate the "shielas" Installation banquets and family functions were often held in the local church or school hall which had more "modern 
facilities". Little has changed today in some Lodges.

Sometime after midnight, Brethren would "pour" themselves into cars and head home. Loud singing from carloads of happy Freemasons hurtling 
along narrow, winding, country roads, in cars with drum brakes only, (and a crash stopping distance of 50 yards) was often a signal to the cows 
in the paddocks, patiently chewing their cuds, to start gathering at the gate for the early morning walk to the milking shed in an hour or so. It is 
recorded that sometime they were even milked by men wearing tuxedos who had not had time to change into overalls and gumboots.

Times have changed. Society has very different views of how we should "behave" and people have altered expectations as to what the interior of 
buildings should look like and the "facilities" that are available to people using the building. Many of us are advancing in time as well so when we 
go to a rugby club, RSA, or other "club building" we expect that it will have a modern, clean, and "user friendly" layout with seats and tables that 
are suited to our needs as Senior Citizens (read comfortable). Although the building may have been erected 50 or more years ago we know that 
it complies with modern fire, earthquake, and safety regulations. Young families and their children are in the restaurants, tapping into the free wifi, 
and ordering off the push button menu on the wall. You don't have to like it but that is the way things are in the 2nd decade of the 21st Century.

So, when someone suggests that something in the Lodge needs changing, put aside the memories of bygone eras and start looking ahead. It is 
now time for the next generation of Freemasons to take control of our Lodges, and if we oldies have trained them well, they will do a great job. Life 
will never revert to what is was like back then and we are doing our Craft a disservice if we try to make it do so. 

Sitting in the comfort of a modern Lodge room with quiet air conditioning that works, seats that are 
moulded to the over 60's frame rather than traditional wooden "stalls" and stacker plywood chairs, 
lighting that allows one to see and take photographs of events, has good acoustics so that everyone 
can hear, and makes non masons feel welcome, is my idea of how our buildings need to be today. 
Disagree if you want to but it will be very difficult to convince me that "old is best". I'll go for the 
warmth, comfy chairs, and cleanliness, every time.

Fraternally,
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What's Happened in Northland Recently

W.Bro Peter Copeman R.H. P G Std B. Presented with 60 year Service Badge

Friday 12th July saw a very large attendance of Brethren, family and friends for the presentation of a 60 year Service 
Badge to W.Bro Peter Copeman. 

W.Bro Peter was Initiated into Lodge Whangamomona No 234 on the 1st August 1959. He was passed on the 5th 
December 1959 and Raised on the 5th March 1960 in the same Lodge. W.Bro Peter is still a member of this Lodge.
 
W.Bro Peter has been a member of two other Lodges:
* Lodge Waipu No 179 which he joined 19th December 1967 and was member until this Lodge closed on 18 April 2006. 
* He also joined Okara Daylight Lodge No 461 on 16th September 1995 and is still a member today.

He has held rank in several Lodges as follows:

* Junior Warden Lodge Whangamomona No 234 in 1967 
* Worshipful Master Lodge Waipu No 179 in 1977, 1992, and 1994.
* Senior Warden Okara Daylight Lodge No 461 in 1996 
* Worshipful Master 461 Okara Daylight Lodge in 1999 

He was awarded a Roll of Honour on the 19th August 1998
He was invested with his current Grand Lodge rank of Past Grand Standard Bearer on 24 November 2001

He was awarded the 60 Year Service Badge by 
VW.Bro Ron McCracken, PGDC and his lapel pin by 
the District Grand Master VW. Bro Kevin Burch.

In his reply to the award W.Bro Peter paid tribute to 
his late wife Olga, his children, and Masonic friends 
who supported him in all his Masonic endevours 
over the last 60 years.

W,Bro Peter is also very active in Royal Arch and 
Cryptic Masonry and is due for equivalent service 
badges in the not too distant future.

We wish him many more years of pleasure in the 
Craft and wider Masonic family.
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Another Contribution to Plunket

Mrs Christine Stichbury, one of the several skilled ladies of the Wellsford Marsden 
Lodge, No 169 has recently completed another round of knitting and sewing which 
she has donated to Plunket. 

The Brethren of the Lodge make an annual donation to several of  our  ladies which 
allows them to purchase the raw materials to turn into much needed childrens 
bedroom and play equipment. 

This "work" carried out by our Ladies adds to the harmony of the Lodge and is a 
really positive contribution to show real "Speaking Up For Freemasonry".

A big thank you from the Master and Brethren of the Lodge.

The photo shows some of the items before packaging and delivering to Plunket.

Request for Marsden Lodge No 169 and Wellsford Lodge No 306 Documentation

Many Brethren in Northland will be 
aware that the Secretary of Wellsford 
Marsden Lodge No 169, W.Bro Graham 
Rogerson and his wife Elizabeth have 
embarked on a monumental project 
to obtain Installation Programs and 
Photo's of Past Masters from both 
these Lodges. 

Much of the work has been completed 
and the work to date slide show was 
shown at the March meeting, however 
there are still a number of important 
items missing. 

Click the link for Marsden and Wellsford Lodge (now closed) to see the list of items 
already held and those that are yet to be found. If you can help please get in touch 
with W.Bro Graham and his wife Elizabeth. 
Any leads appreciated.

Marsden Lodge No 169   Wellsford No 306

W.Bro Graham and Mrs Elizabeth 
Rogerson 

talking to the Lodge about their 
research to date 

Mar 2019
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Contribute an Article to North News. It’s This Easy

Take Your Phone and Take Lots of Photos of Event

Select One or Two Photos Only  
to Create the Story

Write Your Story - 100 words Max

Send Your Photo(s) and Story To The Editor

northnewsnz@gmail.com

Have You Changed Your Contact Details Recently?

If your contact details have changed recently it is your 
responsibility to let your Lodge Secretary, and the Membership 
Officer at National Office know. You can do this quite easily by 
going to the Grand Lodge website member area, 
signing in, and click on the "Change Details" tab. You can then 
notify your own Lodge Secretary (his email address is in the 
lefthand column) and also the membership officer by choosing 
the appropriate link. 

Dont' forget to tell Barbara at National Office your name and if you know it your Grand Lodge number (on your Master 
Mason's Certificate) as well as  your new e-mail address or other contact information update.

You can also change your contact information via the Northern Division 
Website (also Central and Southern) by clicking on the Support Tab in the top right 
hand corner and choosing "Update Membership Details"

With this site you need to make sure that you insert  you name exactly as it is recorded 
by National Office. Once again - check your Master Mason's Certificate or any other 
certificates you have from Grand Lodge. If you don't get this right you will not get the 
rest of the form appear which allows you to fill in your new details.

https://membership.freemasonsnz.org/login/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/forms/member_update/member_update.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/forms/member_update/member_update.php
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What's Coming Up In the North

Create A Printable Calendar of Craft Lodges On The Web

Your Northern Division Website Team Are Here To Help

028 258 85111

Contact Us If You Need A Hand Or Want To Contribute

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27
Tuesday 6th Aug 7.30pm
Whangarei Masonic Centre
Mark Degree Lecture and Tracing Board

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71
Wednesday 7th Aug 7.30pm
Kaikohe Lodge Rooms
T.B.A.

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80
Thursday 22nd August 11.00am 
Rodney Lodge Warkworth
Installation

B.O.I Cryptic No 65 
August	-	No	Meeting 

Mahurangi No 80 Cryptic Council
August	-	No	Meeting

Whangarei Rose Croix No 45
Sat Aug 10th 11.00am 
Installation

Kaitaia Knights Templar No 17
No	Meeting

Northland Conclave No 7
No	Meeting

Concorde Mark No 580 EC
June 5th - 6.30 pm
TBA

St George Royal Arch Chapter No 1801 EC
14th August 7.30pm. Whangarei. 
Installation  with Dinner after meeting.

Zealandia Royal Arch Chapter No 2072 EC
Thu 15th Aug . 7.30pm. James Kemp Church Hall. Kerikeri
TBA

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
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We left New Zealand on 6th May on a 17 hour flight to Dubai where we spent 2 nights with friends who work in Sharjah for part of the year.  Another 
6/7 hour flight to Heathrow saw us safely in England until 14th June.  The time was spent visiting extended family (for both of us) and friends who 
spend most of our summers in New Zealand.  Our travels took us from Ipswich in the east to Congleton (Cheshire) in the north, Clun near the 
Welsh border in the west and to Taunton in the south.  Our rental car covered over 1700 miles while we had it.  We got used to travelling at 70 
mph on the motorways but did not attempt the posted 60 mph on sealed roads barely one car width with high hedges each side and grass in the 
centre of the seal – also many sharp bends!  The weather generally was not too bad, being springtime but was colder than we had anticipated.  
We stayed with family and friends mostly but any hotel accommodation we needed was quite OK.

A new experience was to travel by Eurostar from St. Pancras station to Rotterdam, changing trains there to head north to Nieuw Amsterdam with 
another change of trains at Zwolle.  Four nights with friends included a visit to the house where Vincent Van Gogh lived for 3 months during which 
time he began to develop the talent he displayed in his paintings.  The house, which doubles as a restaurant, has been preserved as it was in his 
day.  Two nights in Schaffhausen, Switzerland with other friends included a visit to the Reinfal, a spectacular waterfall on the Rhine river, then a 
drive to Stein am Rein “Stone on Rhine”, a village dating back to the middle ages, followed by a cruise down the river back to Schaffhausen.  The 
weather in both Holland and Switzerland was very good with more like summer temperatures.

We then flew to Tel Aviv for our 7 day visit to Israel.  This section of our itinerary was the catalyst for the whole journey.  We had 3 small tours 
arranged – no more than 18 tourists – and we were very pleased to be in small groups as there were hordes of people in very many large tourist 
buses.  The first day was a tour of Jerusalem seeing all the expected sights including the Holocaust museum – very moving but overdone in our 
view, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the Wailing Wall plus many other important religious sites.  The day involved a lot of walking which, with 
the very warm temperatures, left us exhausted.  The next day we travelled to Masada and the Dead Sea.  Until we started planning this trip the 
only time I had seen or heard the word Masada was as part of VW Bro Barry Sexton’s email address!  Masada was a fortress developed by King 
Herod around 10070 years BC and had many sophisticated assets such as system of cisterns for storing water, bathrooms, food storerooms etc.  
The fortress (accessed by cable car) is some 350m above the Dead Sea but still some 70m below sea level.  The Dead Sea is evaporating at an 
alarming rate caused mainly by the necessity to draw water from the Jordan River to sustain the population.  The next day we had a half day tour 
of Bethlehem – more churches etc. including the reputed spot where Jesus was born.  In the afternoon we moved on to Nazareth which was to 
be the focal point for the whole tour.  

Bob’s paternal great grandfather, born in Constantinople of Christian 
Armenian parents, was a medical missionary who was sent to Israel in 
the 1860s to establish the first hospital between Beirut and Jerusalem.  
He spent the rest of his life there and, together with his wife, is buried 
close to the hospital and we were able to visit the graves.  Not long before 
he died in 1908 he acquired the land on which the hospital was built.  
Unfortunately he did not live to see any of results of his purchase as the 
first buildings of this new hospital were not completed until 1912.  Nazareth 
is surprisingly hilly and the hospital is a prominent sight on top of one of 
the hills.  Immediately below it, on part of the land, a reconstruction of 
a first century village has been developed as an educational and tourist 
facility.  Workers in this village dress as they would have done back then 
and undertake such tasks as threshing and winnowing wheat, herding 
sheep, growing grapes, olives, pomegranates etc., once again as would 
have been done then.  We were then very warmly received at the hospital 

where the family name is still revered.  Among other things we had to unveil a plaque commemorating great granddad's work and were subjected 
to a video interview about our connection to him.  The hospital, which is administered by the Nazareth Trust under the auspices of the Edinburgh 
Medical Missionary Society, employs some 600 people and is private in that, until very recently, no government funding had been received.  They 
admit 200,000 people each year, has 150 beds and provides education, biblical teaching, Christian volunteer service and is Israel’s oldest hospital.  
There is no discrimination of patients – all races, colours and creeds are welcome.  This also applies to staff.  We met a young volunteer nurse 
who hails from Tauranga. The Trust is determined that its current status will never change.  The day that we spent there will never be forgotten 
and was an emotional experience for both of us.  I might add that some of the vital areas of the hospital e.g., operating theatres, diagnostic areas, 
have been blast proofed with heavy duty doors that can be closed if necessary.  The population of Nazareth is some 80,000, 30% Christian (2% 
for all Israel), the remainder mainly Muslim.

At no time in Israel did we feel under any threat or witness any untoward behaviour.  On a few occasions we saw some military personnel but 
only twice were weapons in evidence.  Mind you we were nowhere near the Gaza Strip or the Golan Heights!  We were told that the Jews and the 
Arabs, generally, happily coexist and this seemed evident as we travelled around.  There was evidence of the 650km wall which divides Israel 
from Palestine.  This visit was a very enjoyable and rewarding occasion for us, one we feel privileged to have been able to undertake.

Bob and Jan Vartan.

Watch the 5 minute video on Facebook here
(https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2469361239809127)

A Trip Report from VW Bro Bob Vartan. P.Dist GM. No 1 District Northland

https://www.facebook.com/watch/%3Fv%3D2469361239809127
https://www.facebook.com/watch/%3Fv%3D2469361239809127
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Great Reads Including: 

* Disbanding of Masonic Education 
Committee	under	New	Strategic	Plan 

* Check out the Archives 

* Offer to Help Keep the Blog alive

Click Here To Donate Online

A Few “Do You Know’s” for August

The Craft Masonry Education Website for all Freemasons in New Zealand

VW. Bro  
George Allan

1. There are two known branches of Freemasonry. The Regular, guided by the United Grand Lodge of England, and the 
Liberal, represented by the Grand Orient of France.

2. The secret handshakes and passwords now associated with Freemasonry were used by the stonemasons to identify 
each other, which was important for keeping secrets in the guild.

3. In 1860 in Limerick, Ireland, there a stone was found in a small Chapel, dated 1517, with the following inscription: “I 
will serve to live with love & care, upon the level, and by the square.”

4. The total number of VC’s for the “supreme award of gallantry in the presence of the enemy”, todate amounts to 1361, 
of which Freemasons have received 156 (11.5%). During the Great War (191141918), the total number of VCs 
awarded was 634, of which 91 were Freemasons.

5. It was rumoured Napoleon was a freemason but never proven, although he did adopt the title of “Protector of 
Freemasonry”. However, his four brothers were masons, many of his Officers, members of his Grand Council for the 
Empire and 22 of the 30 Marshals of France were also Freemasons. Even his wife, was admitted into a French female 
lodge in 1804.

6. In Fascist Spain under Franco, it was a crime to be a freemason. Masons convicted had to serve prison terms equal 
in years to the number of Masonic degrees possessed. Master Mason – 3 years.

7. Dr. Edward Jenner, in 1789 discovered the vaccination process against smallpox. He was worshipful master of Faith 
and Friendship Lodge #270 in Berkeley, England at the time.

8. The first known speculative Freemason to be initiated is either Sir Robert Moray in 1641 or Elias Ashmole in 1646, 
depending on who you are talking to and where it took place.  Arguably it was Sir Robert Moray who was the first 
to be initiated on English soil, when considering purely speculative Freemasonry,  on Scottish soil there were quite a few 
before either of them.

9. Operative Lodge #150 in Aberdeen, Scotland is unusual in that it is only open to operative stonemasons.

https://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/donate/june-appeal-2018/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/education.php
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Business Ads for Masonic Businesses

Cocurullo Masonic Supplies

Blue Lodge NZ$
Entered Apprentice Apron 30.00
Fellowcraft	Apron 40.00
Master Mason Apron 60.00
Masters Apron 80.00
White Gloves (pair) 10.00
Blue Collar 30.00
Master and Warden Cuffs (pair) 50.00

Royal Arch
Apron and Sash 75.00
Collar 30.00

Other Orders
Secret Monitor Sash 60.00

Other Items
Sprig	of	Acacia	Pin 3.00
Sprig	of	Acacia	Pins	(2) 5.00
Red	Poppy	with	Square	&	Compasses 3.00
Red	Poppy	with	Square	&	Compasses	(2) 5.00

Phone (09) 438 8834 or E-mail Vince: fm@cocurullo.co.nz

Need A Ride To A Masonic Function?

Book the Van. Seats 11 People

Phone: (09) 434 0285

Mobile: 027 641 9906

E-mail: stanandbarb@xtra.co.nz
Barbara	&	Stan

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TODAY

mailto:fm%40cocurullo.co.nz?subject=
mailto:stansvan%40xtra.co.nz?subject=Van%20Please
https://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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The Craft Lodge Education Pages

IN SEARCH OF THE MASONIC LOST WORD
by Bro. Darren Lorente
St. Mary Islington Lodge #5451. United Grand Lodge of England

“To name a thing is to destroy it” Nataf, A “The Occult”

After completing the third degree, we are told that we have reached, as Master Masons, the highest degree in Freemasonry and that all other side 
or additional degrees are exactly that: side degrees, which expound on the lessons of the first three degrees or introduce new allegorical dramas 
but that aren't any “higher” to that one of a Master Mason. However, during the third degree ceremony we are informed that the genuine secrets 
of a master mason have been lost. If the third degree in Freemasonry is the highest degree attainable, it follows that these lost secrets cannot be 
restored in any of the additional degrees, otherwise these additional degrees would necessarily be higher since they would be
providing superior knowledge by unveiling the Master Mason’s secrets.

What are these secrets? Is the lost word a repository of ancient knowledge? According to Albert Mackey's "The Symbolism of Freemasonry": "The 
mythical history of Freemasonry informs us that there once existed a WORD of surpassing value, and claiming a profound generation; that this 
Word was known to but few; that it was at length lost; and that a temporary substitute for it was adopted. But as the very philosophy of Masonry 
teaches us that there can be no death without a resurrection,no decay without a subsequent restoration,on the same principle it follows that the 
loss of the Word must suppose its eventual recovery." Mackey, A “The Symbolism of Freemasonry” Chapter XXXI

What is the meaning of this lost word within the allegorical and symbolic system of freemasonry? In Freemasonry, nothing is what it seems at first 
glance and the lost word, therefore, potentially must stand for something else. If the lost word is at the core of the Masonic secret it is quite clear 
that the only "literal" secrets that we encounter in Freemasonry, which we have sworn to never reveal, are the passwords associated to the secret 
signs of the degrees. These signs and tokens have a twofold purpose: recognition amongst the brethren on the one hand and as building blocks of 
the ritual itself on the other. These are the only "secrets" of Freemasonry, at least in a literal sense and are the only words and descriptions omitted 
from our ritual books, which anyone can buy over the counter or online. Even our passwords and tokens can be found on antiMasonic websites.

Of course, these passwords and signs mean absolutely nothing outside of the context of Freemasonry. For Albert Mackey, the lost word is a 
symbol that stands for "Divine truth" and that can only be attained in the afterlife. Perhaps this is why the Royal Arch is defined as the continuation 
of the third degree as it is often said that Craft Freemasonry concerns itself with the relationship of man with himself and others, whereas the Royal 
Arch focuses on man's relationship with God and the Divine.

The newly raised Master Mason has reenacted the death of Hiram and thus confronted the idea of his own mortality. Could it be that the Hiramic 
legend itself is a "substituted secret"? To the profane or uninitiated, the Hiramic legend is, quite literally, a secret since finding out about it “from the 
outside” is an esoteric quest in spite of the fact that there is plenty of material about this legend both online and in the bookshops. This wouldn’t 
suffice anyway, since Freemasonry must be experienced to convey its meaning.

Taken literally, the Hiramic legend doesn’t seem to have direct relevance for the newly raised Master and appears to be solely the catalyst for the 
theme of mortality and resurrection dealt in the degree. Hiram refuses to reveal the secrets of the temple and it is because of this that he is killed. 
This moral lesson fits in with the Masonic obligation of secrecy, which is mentioned several times in the ritual but has a deeper significance: “The 
sacrifice of Hiram has been likened to that of Christ; the glaring difference, however, is that Hiram does not die to take away man’s sins but in 
order to ‘open up the way’ and encourage mankind to pursue the work he had begun in his own lifetime.” Nataf, A “The Occult” W & R Chambers, 
UK, 1991. (p 143)

There are Masonic writers who see the Masonic secret in terms of scientific knowledge. One of these authors is Kevin. L Gest, who in his book, 
“The secrets of Solomon's Temple” defends the theory that early Freemasonry and the Mystery schools before it, communicated to the initiate 
scientific knowledge of great value. This makes perfect sense and doesn’t exclude the subsequent reinventions of Freemasonry from being 
operative to speculative and, dare I say, a system of spirituality.

Classic Masonic writer Manly Palmer Hall returns to the main idea of what the lost word might be: "Isis is said to have conjured the invincible God 
of Eternity, Rd, to tell her his secret and sacred name, which he did. This name is equivalent to the Lost Word of Masonry. According to Christian 
mysticism, when the Lost Word is found it is discovered in a stable, surrounded by beasts and marked by a star."
Manly P. Hall, The Secret Teachings of All Ages.

This notion of a lost word related to the secret name of God probably stemmed from the Jews during their stay in Egypt and has been imported 
by Western mystics and adepts of Alchemy, Numerology and the Cabbala throughout the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. At some moment in 
time, this notion may have crossed over into Freemasonry. If the secret equaled scientific knowledge or had mystical and religious connotations, 
it would appear that these no longer have currency and that the lost word is a metaphor for another secret. 

Scientific knowledge is now in the hands of huge corporations and governments and in a world in which religion and spirituality have almost 
become commodities mystical quests are down to each individual. 
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“Finding” the name of God is one of the parts that constitute the ritual of the Royal Arch; the discovered name used to be a composite and fictional 
name that attracted criticism from the Church, because of which a new word is currently used in the ritual. I am not yet a Companion but I know 
what these words are since they can be found with a little research. I will not disgrace myself by writing them down in this essay but the fact of the 
matter is that all these Masonic passwords, signs and tokens can be accessed by the uninitiated. This ultimately signifies that these passwords 
are substituted secrets anyway, i.e. in spite of the fact that as freemasons we should never disclose them, the real secret is something else that 
is hidden beyond them.

Julian Rees, in his excellent book “Making Light”, provides us with the most eloquent insight I have encountered to date on what the nature of the 
secret could be. Referring to the allusion made by the Senior Warden at the closure in the third degree, Julian Rees has this to say:
“This seems perplexing, even perverse. Taken at face value, it seems to say that although you have progressed through this degree, and although 
you have been raised as a Master Mason, yet the genuine secrets are not there; you must be content with substituted secrets. This is clearly not 
so: through the ceremony of raising, you have symbolically achieved a state of oneness with Divinity. You have indeed embraced the genuine 
secret, namely knowledge of God and the Self. Once you have achieved that state, nothing can ever take it away. This is a puzzle for which, once 
again, allegories are there to help us. The lesson of this exchange with the Wardens is that trough the restorative and transformative power of 
God, you have achieved a state if Divine grace, but this is your alone. You cannot communicate it to another, not even a fellow Master Mason. A 
substituted secret is a verbal symbol, since the true secret is beyond the ability of language to communicate.”
Rees, J “Making Light: a Handbook for Freemasons”

Perhaps the Masonic secret is none other than the personal experience of each initiated candidate, of each Freemason. A secret that is personal, 
individual and impossible to communicate trough conventional language. A secret that may only be unveiled in the afterlife and that is bound to be 
incomplete because God and our own existence are the eternal mysteries by which our own condition as humans is defined.
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Royal Arch Masonry Education Pages

ROYAL ARCH HISTORY IN THREE LECTURES
by BY ALBERT G. MACKEY

Ref: http://www.freemasonsfreemasonry.com/ralecture1.html

LECTURE I  The Destruction of the Temple.
"They have cast fire into thy sanctuary; they have defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the 
ground.”— Psalm lxxiv. 7

There is no part of sacred history, except perhaps the account of the construction of the temple, which should be more interesting to the 
advanced mason than that which relates to the destruction of Jerusalem, the captivity of the Jews at Babylon, and the subsequent restoration 
under Cyrus for the purpose of rebuilding “the house of the Lord”. 

Intimately connected, as the events which are commemorated in this period are, with the organisation of the Royal Arch degree, it is impossible 
that any mason who has been exalted to that degree, can thoroughly understand the nature and bearing of the secrets with which he has been 
entrusted, unless he shall have devoted some portion of time to the study of the historical incidents to which these secrets refer.

The History of the Jewish People from the death of Solomon to the final destruction of the temple was one continued series of civil dissensions 
among themselves, and of revolts in government and apostacies in religion. No sooner had Rehoboam, the son and successor of Solomon, 
ascended the throne, than his harsh and tyrannical conduct so incensed the people that ten of the tribes revolted from his authority, and 
placing themselves under the government of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, formed the separate kingdom of Israel, while Rehoboam continued 
to rule over the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, which henceforth constituted the kingdom of Israel, whose capital remained at Jerusalem. From 
thenceforward the history of Palestine becomes twofold. The ten revolting tribes which constituted the Israelitish monarchy, soon formed a 
schismatic religion, which eventually terminated in idolatry, and caused their final ruin and dispersion. But the two remaining tribes proved hardly 
more faithful to the God of their fathers, and carried their idolatry to such an extent, that at length there was scarcely a town in all Judea that did 
not have its tutelary deity borrowed from the gods of its pagan neighbours. Even in Jerusalem, the “holy city,” the prophet Jeremiah tells us that 
altars were set up to Baal. 

Israel  was the first to receive its punishment for this career of wickedness, and the ten tribes were carried into a captivity from which they never 
returned. As a nation, they have been stricken from the roll of history. But this wholesome example was lost upon Judea. The destruction of the 
ten tribes by no means impeded the progress of the other two towards idolatry and licentiousness. Judah and Benjamin, however, were never 
without a line of prophets, priests and holy men, whose teachings and exhortations sometimes bought the apostate Jews back to their first 
allegiance, and for a brief period restored the pure theism of the Mosiac dispensation.

Among these bright but evanescent intervals of regeneracy, we are to account the pious reign of the good King Josiah, during which the altars 
of idolatry throughout his kingdom were destroyed, the temple was repaired, and its regular services restored. It was in the prosecution of this 
laudable duty, that a copy of the Book of the Law, which had long been lost, was found in a crypt of the temple, and after having been publicly 
read to the priests, the levites, and the people, it was again, by the direction of the prophetess Huldah, deposited in a secret place.

But not withstanding this fortuitous discovery of the Book of the Law, and not withstanding all the efforts of King Josiah to reestablish the 
worship of his fathers, the Jews were so attached to the practices of idolatry, that upon his death, being encouraged by his son and successor 
Jehoahaz, who was an impious monarch, they speedily returned to the adoration of pagan deities and the observance of pagan rites.
The forbearance of God was at last exhausted, and in the reign of this King Jehoahaz, the series of divine punishments commenced, which only 
terminated in the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity of its inhabitants.

The instrument selected by the Deity for carrying out his designs in the chastisement of the idolatrous Jews was Nebuchadnezzar, king of the 
Chaldees, then reigning at Babylon: and as this monarch, and the country which he governed, played an important part in the series of events 
which are connected with the organisation of the Royal Arch degree, it is necessary that we should here pause in the narrative in which we have 
been engaged, to take a brief view of the locality of Babylon, the seat of the captivity, and of the history of the Chaldee nation, whose leader was 
the conqueror of Judah.

“Few countries of antiquity,” says Heeren* “have so just a claim to the attention of the historian as Babylonia,” The fertility of its soil, the wealth of 
its inhabitants, the splendour of its cities, the refinement of its society, continued to give it a pre-eminent renown through a succession of ages. It 
occupied a narrow strip of land, lying between the river Tigris on the east and the Euphrates on the west, and extending about five hundred and 
forty miles west of north. The early inhabitants were undoubtedly of the Shemitic race, deriving their existence from one common origin with the 
Hebrews, though it is still a question with the historian whether they originally came from India or from the peninsula of Arabia. They originally 
formed a part of the great Assyrian monarchy, but their early history having no connection with Royal Arch Masonry, may be passed over without 
further discussion. About six hundred and thirty years before the Christian era, Babylon, the chief city, was conquered by Nebuchadnezzar, the 
King of the Chaldeans, a nomadic race, who descending from their homes in the mountains of Taurus and Caucasus, between the Euxine and 
the Caspian seas, overwhelmed the countries of Southern Asia, and became masters of the Syrian and Babylonian empires.
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Nebuchadnezzar was a warlike monarch, and during his reign was engaged in many contests for the increase of his power and the extension 
of his dominions. Among other nations who fell under his victorious arms, was Judea, whose King Jehoahaz, or as he was afterwards named 
Jehoiakim, was compelled to purchase peace by paying an annual tribute to his conquerors.

Jehoiakim was subsequently slain by Nebuchadnezzar, and his son Jehoiachin ascended the throne of Israel. The oppression of the 
Babylonians still continued, and after a reign of three months, Jehoiachin was deposed by the King of the Chaldees, and his kingdom given to 
his uncle Zedekiah, a monarch who is characterised by Josephus as “a despiser of justice and his duty.”

It was in the reign of this ungodly sovereign that the incidents took place which are commemorated in the first part of the Royal Arch degree. 
Having repeatedly rebelled against the authority of the Babylonian King, to whose appointment he was indebted for his throne, Nebuchadnezzar 
repaired with an army to Judea, and laying siege to Jerusalem, after a severe struggle of eighteen months’duration, reduced it. He then caused 
the city to be levelled with the ground, the royal palace to be burned, the temple to be pillaged, and the captives to be carried to Babylon.
These events are symbolically detailed in the Royal Arch, and in allusion to them, the passage of the Book of Chronicles which records them, is 
appropriately read during the ceremonies of this part of the degree.

“Zedekiah was oneandtwenty years old when he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in 
the sight of the Lord his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the mouth of the Lord. And he also rebelled 
against King Nebuchadnezzar, and stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart from turning unto the Lord God of Israel. Moreover, all the chief of 
the priests and the people transgressed very much after all the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of the Lord, which he had 
hallowed in Jerusalem, and the Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, because he had compassion on his people and on his 
dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose 
against his people, till there was no remedy.”

This preparatory clause announces the moral causes which led to the destruction of Jerusalem—the evil counsels and courses of Zedekiah,
his hardness of heart,his wilful deafness to the denunciations of the Lord’s prophet,and his violation of all his promises of obedience to 
Nebuchadnezzar. But not to the King alone was confined this sinfulness of life. The whole of the people, and even the priests, the very servants 
of the house of the Lord, were infected with the moral plague. They had abandoned the precepts and observances of their fathers, which 
were to have made them a peculiar people, and falling into the idolatries of their heathen neighbours, had desecrated the altars of Jehovah 
with the impure fire of strange gods. Message after message had been sent to them from that God who had properly designated himself as 
“long suffering and abundant in goodness”but all was in vain. The threats and warnings of the prophets were heard with contempt, and the 
messengers of God were treated with contumely, and hence the fatal result which is detailed in the succeeding passages of Scripture read 
before the candidate.

“Therefore he brought upon them the King of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword, in the house of their sanctuary, and had 
no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man or him that stooped for age: he gave them all unto his hand. And all the vessels of the 
house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king and of his princes; all these he brought 
to Babylon. But the King of the Chaldees was not content with the rich spoils of war that he had gained. It was not sufficient that the sacred 
vessels of the temple, made by order of King Solomon, and under the supervision of that “curious and cunning workman,” who had “adorned 
and beautified the edifice” erected for the worship of Jehovah, should become the prey of an idolatrous monarch. The dark sins of the people 
and the king required a heavier penalty. The very house of the Lord itself—that sacred building which had been erected on the “threshing floor of 
Ornan the Jebusite” and which constituted the third Grand Offering of Masonry on the same sacred place, was to be burned to its foundations; 
the city which was consecrated by its presence was to be levelled to the ground; and its inhabitants were to be led into a long and painful 
captivity. Hence the tale of devastation proceeds as follows;
“And they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire; and destroyed all the goodly 
vessels thereof. And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away captive to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons 
unto the reign of the Kingdom of Persia.”

These events took place in the year 588 before Christ. But we must not suppose this to have been the beginning of the “seventy years’ captivity” 
foretold by the prophet Jeremiah. That actually commenced eighteen years before, in the reign of Jehoiakim, when Daniel was among the 
captives. Counting from the destruction of Jerusalem under Zedekiah, which is the event recorded in the Royal Arch, to the termination of 
the captivity under Cyrus, we shall have but fifty two years, so that we may readily understand how there should be among the aged men 
assembled to see the foundations laid of the second temple, many who had beheld the splendour and magnificence of the first.

But though the city was destroyed, and the temple burnt, the deep foundations of the latter were not destroyed. The Ark of the Covenant, 
with the Book of the Law which it contained, was undoubtedly destroyed in the general conflagration, for we read no account of its having 
been carried to Babylon, but the wisdom and foresight of Solomon had made a provision four hundred and seventy years before, for the safe 
preservation of an exact image of that sacred chest.

Thus we terminate what may be called the first section of the Royal Arch degree. The sound of war has been upon the nation--the temple is 
overthrown—the city is become a desert—yet even in its desolation, magnificent in its ruins of palaces and stupendous edifices—and the people 
have been dragged in chains as captives to Babylon.

* Historical Researches into the Politics, Intercourse and Trade of the principal nations of antiquity. Volume 1.
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Knights Templar Education Pages

MASONIC KNIGHTS TEMPLAR LEGENDS
The Robert the Bruce legend
The d'Aumont Legend.
by V.W. Bro. Stephen Dafoe
Here are published two excerpts from:
 
"The Compasses and the Cross"
a History of the Masonic Knights Templar.

A book written by Stephen Dafoe.

Stephen Dafoe is the author of several books on the Knights Templar and Freemasonry, including 
Nobly Born (Lewis) and The Knights Templar Revealed (Constable and Robinson). In addition, 
Dafoe was the publisher of Templar History Magazine from 2001  2006 and publisher of Masonic 
Magazine from 2005  2007.

Stephen has concentrated on more academic writing in recent years and his work has been published in The Scottish Rite Journal, Heredom, 
and Knight Templar Magazine (The official publication of the Grand Encampment of the United States) Dafoe has served the Sovereign Great 
Priory of Canada (Knights Templar) as Grand Historian from 2000  2002, The Grand chapter of Royal Arch Masons as Grand Pursuivant, Grand 
District Superintendent and Grand Historian. His most recent Masonic appointment was that of Grand Steward for the Grand Lodge of Alberta in 
2007/2008.

The Robert the Bruce Legend

One of the most enduring myths associated with the Templars in Scotland is the notion that the Templars played a prominent role in the Battle 
of Bannockburn on 24 June 1314 – and the prominence of that date to Freemasons, being the Feast of St John the Baptist, certainly has played 
no little part in its continuance. Essentially the theory is that the Templars who escaped the persecutions of 1307 fled to Scotland and aligned 
themselves to Robert the Bruce, who was, at the time, excommunicated by the Catholic Church for the part he had played in the murder of John 
Comyn at Greyfriars Church in Dumfries. It was these immigrant Templars, who just a few short months after the execution of their Grand Master, 
assisted the Bruce in routing the English at Bannockburn. Although no credible historian has ever offered the slightest bit of evidence to support 
the idea, the myth prevails to this day and forms the traditional history of the Royal Order of Scotland – an order the tradition claims was created 
by the Bruce in gratitude for the Templars’ support during his struggles.

The Masonic writer Thory claimed that after the battle the Bruce created the Order of St Andrew of the Thistle. Later the Order of Heredom was 
added in recognition of the Scottish Masons who had formed a significant contingent in the battle. However, the Order of Knights of St Andrew of 
the Thistle couldn’t have been created by Robert the Bruce in 1314, for it was started by James II more than a century later in 1440. 14 Nor is there 
any evidence to support the notion that the Templars ever formed a part of the Royal Order of Heredom.

As to the unlikelihood that the Templars took part in the Battle of Bannockburn, the matter was dealt with in my last book, Nobly Born, and in 
intricate detail in Robert Cooper’s excellent book, The Rosslyn Hoax. However, a single important point here may help to shred the myth. While it 
is true that the Bruce had been excommunicated, the persecutions of 13 October 1307 were not brought on by the pope, but rather by the King of 
France. As such, the Bruce’s excommunicated status within the Catholic Church would afford the Templars no protection from the king.

It is worth noting that Anderson made mention of Robert the Bruce in his 1738 Constitutions, stating that the Bruce had employed the craft after the 
Battle of Bannockburn. 16 Although this seems to be the earliest Masonic reference to Robert the Bruce, the legend of the Templars involvement 
in the battle formed an integral part of the traditional history of the Royal Order of Scotland, formed sometime around 1741 – just a few years after 
Anderson’s reference and Ramsay’s Oration.

The d’Aumont Legend

Although the Bannockburn story plays a prominent role in the Templar Freemason mythos, the d’Aumont legend dwarfs it by comparison. This 
legend tells that Pierre d’Aumont, the Preceptor of Auvergne, together with a number of knights fled from France to Scotland disguised as 
operative masons. On their arrival they created a new order to preserve the ancient traditions of their soon to be defunct Order. This new order, 
adopted the name Franc Maçons – Franc (meaning French and Free) and Maçons in homage to their disguise. Thus, the Franc Maçons became 
known as the free Masons when the new order later travelled to England. Disregarding for a moment the silly notion presented in the theory as to 
the etymology of the term Freemasons, let us unravel the story of d’Aumont, who the theory claims was Preceptor of Auvergne. 

While it is true that the Preceptor of Auvergne fled the arrests of 13 October 1307, his name was certainly not Pierre d’Aumont; rather, it was 
Imbert Blanke. Sometime after crossing into England, Blanke was arrested and later went on to play a role in the Templar trials of that country 
by defending his English Brethren. Although Blanke was accompanied by a number of brethren, the number of Templars that accompanied his 
mythical counterpart Pierre d’Aumont is suspiciously Masonic. For in addition to d’Aumont, we find two commanders and five knights. 
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On first reading, this arrangement may not seem like anything particularly noteworthy; however, the following phrase familiar to Freemasons may 
make things a little clearer:
‘Three rule a lodge, five hold a lodge and seven or more make it perfect.’

In this sense, d’Aumont and the two commanders play a parallel in the myth to the Master and his two wardens, while the five knights represent 
the five masons who hold a lodge. Combined, the group form the seven or more who make it perfect. While this theory could easily be used to 
provide evidence of a Templar Freemason connection, it is my belief that the reverse is true and that von Hund’s d’Aumont legend was carefully 
crafted to bear a Masonic symbolism. Although the above scenario is speculation on the part of the author, it is not out of the realm of possibilities, 
for later Masonic traditions connected Masonic symbolism to Templar themes.

In his short work The Templar Orders in Freemasonry, Arthur Edward Waite spoke of a ritual he had discovered called Le Chevalier du Temple, 
which he believed had been created sometime between 1768 and 1789. 20 Although the high degrees in Freemasonry were certainly in operation 
by this time, the Chevalier du Temple operated within the three Craft degrees. What is particularly unique about this ritual is that it does not paint 
a Templar perpetuation theory; rather, a number of surviving knights assembled and created Freemasonry to preserve the chivalry that had 
previously existed in their persecuted Order. The traditional history of the Order claimed that the originators of the secret combine required a period 
of seven years from its members to ensure that they were worthy. Three were spent as Apprentices, two as Fellowcraft and the final two as Master 
Masons. The obligation was taken in front of a black tomb representing that of the martyred de Molay.

The lessons of the first degree related to the Canons of the Holy Sepulchre, the second to the Hospitallers of St John. The third degree, as would 
be expected, referred to the Templars, but particularly to the martyrdom of Jacques de Molay, who is the substitute for Hiram Abif. In the final 
degree, the part of the three ruffians is replaced with Clement V, Philip IV and the Prior of Montfaucon, the latter of whom had betrayed the Order 
to the king. Perhaps the most interesting aspect of the Master Mason Degree was the dual representation of the letters J.B.M., which Freemasons 
will recognise as the initials of the two pillars and the Master’s word. However, in the rituals of the Chevalier du Temple, the letters stood for the 
initials of Jacques Burgundus Molay. 

Sadly, there is little information on this interesting Templar twist on the Craft rituals outside of the information provided by Waite. Given its late 
date, it certainly could not have been among the earliest and the lack of information on the Order would seem to indicate that its traditional history 
never gained the popularity of the d’Aumont legend. It was Mackey’s belief that the Templar Freemason theories originated with Ramsay’s Oration, 
which, in turn, gave rise to the d’Aumont theory of Templar perpetuation. Let us then close this brief interlude on some of those theories with the 
words of Mackey on the matter:
‘The Chevalier Ramsay was the real author of the doctrine of the Templar origin of Freemasonry, and to him we are really 
indebted (if the debt have any value) for the D’Aumont legend. The source whence it sprang is tolerably satisfactory 
evidence of its fictitious character.

The inventive genius of Ramsay, as exhibited in the fabrications of high degrees and Masonic legends, is well known. Nor, unfortunately for his 
reputation, can it be doubted that in the composition of his legends he cared but little for the support of history. If his genius, his learning, and 
his zeal had been consecrated, not to the formation of new Masonic systems, but to a profound investigation of the true origin of the Institution, 
viewed only from an authentic historical point, it is impossible to say what incalculable benefit would have been delved from his researches. The 
unproductive desert, which for threefourths of a century spread over the continent, bearing no fruit except fanciful theories, absurd systems, and 
unnecessary degrees, would have been occupied in all probability by a race of Masonic scholars whose researches would have been directed to 
the creation of a genuine history, and much of the labours of our modern iconoclasts would have been spared.

‘The Masonic scholars of that long period, which began with Ramsay and has hardly yet wholly terminated, assumed for the most part rather the 
role of poets than of historians. They did not remember the wise saying of Cervantes that the poet may say or sing, not as things have been, but as 
they ought to have been, while the historian must write of them as they really were, and not as he thinks they ought to have been. And hence we 
have a mass of traditional rubbish, in which there 
is a great deal of falsehood with very little truth.

‘Of this rubbish is the Legend of Peter d’Aumont 
and his resuscitation of the Order of Knights 
Templars in Scotland. Without a particle 
of historical evidence for its support, it has 
nevertheless exerted a powerful influence on 
the Masonic organisation of even the present 
day. We find its effects looming out in the most 
important rites and giving a Templar form to many 
of the high degrees. And it cannot be doubted that 
the incorporation of Templarism into the modern 
Masonic system is mainly to be attributed to ideas 
suggested by this D’Aumont legend.’

Chevalier Ramsay

http://tetraktys.co.uk/the-chevalier-ramsay/
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Rose Croix Education Pages

The Life Of A District Education Advisor. Use Him To Upskill Your Lodge & Personal Masonic Knowledge.

You Can Help This 
Newsletter Grow

Send Articles and 
Photo’s to the Editor

History of the Rite

The use of the word “Scottish” has led many Masons to believe that the Rite originated in Scotland. Actually, the first 
reference to the Rite appears in old French records where the word “Ecossais,” meaning Scottish, is found. During the 
latter part of the 17th Century, when the British Isles were torn by strife, many Scots fled to France and resumed their 
Masonic interests is that country. It is believed that this influence contributed to the use of the word “Scottish.”

In 1732, the first “Ecossais” or Scottish Lodge, was organized in Bordeaux, one of the oldest and most influential 
Masonic centres in France. The membership included Scottish and English Masons. The years 173840 saw the 
formation of the first “Hauts Grades” or advanced degrees.

Our first record of what is now known as the Rose Croix Degree (18th) dates from 1765. In its early years the degree had a chequered history and 
eventually became one of twenty five degrees in what was known as the Rite of Perfection. In 1786 a group of eminent members of the Rite under 
the titular direction of Fredrick the Great of Prussia published the Grand Constitutions of 1786. Under these Constitutions the Rite of Perfection 
was renamed the “Ancient and Accepted Rite” and extended to thirty three degrees of which the Rose Croix degree became the Eighteenth.

The Grand Constitutions of 1786 provide for a procedure whereby a Supreme Council in one country can move to establish a Supreme Council in 
another country where a Supreme Council does not already exist.

Under this procedure, a Patent to establish a Supreme Council for England and Wales was sought from the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction U.S.A. 
and was granted in 1845. A patent to establish a Supreme Council for Scotland was granted by the Supreme Council for France in 1846.

Within a comparatively few years both the Supreme Council for England and the Supreme Council for Scotland has approved petitions for Charters 
to establish Rose Croix Chapters in Australia.

Until 1945 progress of the two orders was slow but steady. After 1945 development of Rose Croix Freemasonry in Australia accelerated. It was 
natural that post 1945 there should be a demand for a Supreme Council 33° for Australia and in 1985 that demand was satisfied. The Supreme 
Council for England and Wales and the Supreme Council for Scotland conducted a plebiscite of all their members and Chapters. The plebiscite 
proved favourable and on the 12th October 1985 the “Supreme Council 33° of the Ancient and Accepted Rite for Australia” came into being.

In 1875 the first New Zealand Chapter was formed at Greymouth under the authority of England and Wales.  The New Zealand Supreme Council 
was established on February 12, 1994.  Today there are approximately 50 Chapters under its banner, four of which have accomplished 100 years 
of service.

Each Chapter determines its own schedule for meetings. Certain degrees must be conferred in full form, namely, the 18th (Rose Croix) degree to 
which a Brother is elevated at his initial meeting.  The 30th, 31st, 32nd and 33rd degrees are also worked in full form.

The other intermediate degrees are conferred by name. There are in some districts Past Sovereigns’ Chapters which are authorised to demonstrate 
the 4th to the 17th degrees.  All members of the Order may attend such meetings and they are a fascinating insight into Masonic mythology.

Help - The editor is getting short on articles about Rose Croix Masonry. 
E-mail him links or PDF files for publication please

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northmailnz%40gmail.com?subject=Rose%20Croix%20Information
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Masonic Orders in New Zealand with Sovereign Body Overseas

The Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia

The Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia (Society of Rosicrucians in England or SRIA) is an independent Christian 
society. Admission is limited to Master Masons who are subscribing members of a Lodge under the Grand 
Lodge of England or a jurisdiction in amity with Grand Lodge and who accept and believe in the fundamental 
principles of the Trinitarian Christian faith.

3rd Order

This is equivalent to a Grand Lodge headed by a Supreme Magus, Senior Substitute Magus and Junior 
Substitute Magus. Members of the second order who have given service to the society and been selected by 
the Supreme Magus for such advancement may be awarded a further two Grades.

• Grade VIII - Magister
• Grade IX - Magus

2nd Order

This is equivalent to a Masonic Provincial Grand Lodge headed by a Chief Adept and his deputy (Suffragan) 
who have jurisdiction over all first order Colleges within the Province. The Chief Adept is empowered to confer 
three further Grades at this level to deserving Fratres of Grade IV who have been a member of the Society for a 
minimum of four years.

• Grade V - Adeptus Minor
• Grade VI - Adeptus Major
• Grade VII - Adeptus Exemptus

A minimum of one year must elapse between the receipt of grades at this level. A member can only serve as the 
Celebrant (Master) of a College of the First Order after receiving the Grade of Adeptus Exemptus.

1st Order

1st Order Members of the 1st Order(Fratres) meet in a College which is equivalent to a Freemasons Lodge. A 
College is empowered to confer the first four degrees of the society which are known as Grades. A minimum 
of six months must elapse between the receipt of grades. However, the emphasis in the work of the society is 
learning, therefore every member is encouraged to deliver a paper of their own work on some topic of interest in 
open college.

• Grade I - Zelator
• Grade II - Theoricus
• Grade III - Practicus
• Grade IV - Philosophus

SRIA Breast Jewels
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The New Zealand Masonic Family Tree Booklet (Ver 2) may be ordered from the Editor

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=Order%20NZ%20Family%20Tree%20Booklet
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Freemasonry Advertisements in Old New Zealand Newspapers - Taken From Papers Past

TARANAKI HERALD, VOLUME III, ISSUE 151, 20 JUNE 1855

LYTTELTON TIMES, VOLUME III, ISSUE 135, 
6 AUGUST 1853

NEW ZEALAND COLONIST AND PORT NICHOLSON 
ADVERTISER, VOLUME I, ISSUE 3, 9 AUGUST 1842

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XVI, 
ISSUE 1227, 10 JUNE 1859

OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 460, 22 SEPTEMBER 1860

NEW ZEALANDER, VOLUME XIV, ISSUE 1271, 
23 JUNE 1858

 DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, 16 JULY 1858

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers
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 LYTTELTON TIMES, VOLUME IX, ISSUE 543, 
16 JANUARY 1858

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XVI, 
ISSUE 1258, 7 OCTOBER 1859

13. OTAGO WITNESS, 23 NOVEMBER 1861

OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 210, 22 AUGUST 1862

 NEW ZEALANDER, VOLUME XIX, ISSUE 1906, 
29 JUNE 1863

LYTTELTON TIMES, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 1333, 
20 DECEMBER 1864OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 502, 30 JULY 1863
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Some Thoughts On Getting Older



- 25 -

Another Selection of Limericks

A fellow jumped off a high wall,
And had a most terrible fall. 
He went back to bed, 
With a bump on his head, 
That's why you don't jump off a wall.

There once was a man from Peru,
Who had a lot of growing up to do.
He'd ring a doorbell,
then run like hell,
Until the owner shot him with a .22

There was an odd fellow named Gus,
When travelling he made such a fuss.
He was banned from the train,
Not allowed on a plane,
And now travels only by bus.

There once was a farmer from Leeds,
Who swallowed a packet of seeds.
It soon came to pass,
He was covered with grass,
But has all the tomatoes he needs.

There was a young woman named Bright,
Whose speed was much faster than light.
She set out one day,
In a relative way,
And returned on the previous night.

There once was a man from Tibet,
Who couldn't find a cigarette.
So he smoked all his socks,
and got chickenpocks,
and had to go to the vet.

There once was a man named Brice,
Who had a nasty head full lice.
He said, If I eat them,
Then I'll have beat them!
And besides they taste very nice.

My neighbour came over to say,
Although not in a neighbourly way,
That he'd knock me around,
If I didn't stop the sound,
Of the classical music I play.

There was a young lady of Cork,
Whose Pa made a fortune in pork.
He bought for his daughter,
A tutor who taught her,
To balance green peas on her fork.

I'd rather have Fingers than Toes,
I'd rather have Ears than a Nose.
And as for my Hair,
I'm glad it's all there,
I'll be awfully said, when it goes.

A newspaper man named Fling,
Could make "copy" from any old thing.
But the copy he wrote,
Of a five dollar note,
Was so good he is now wears so much bling.

A man and his ladylove, Min,
Skated out where the ice was quite thin.
Had a quarrel, no doubt,
For I hear they fell out,
What a blessing they didn't fall in!

I need a front door for my hall,
The replacement I bought was too tall.
So I hacked it and chopped it,
And carefully lopped it,
And now the dumb thing is too small. 

I once fell in love with a blonde,
But found that she wasn't so fond.
Of my pet turtle named Odle,
whom I'd taught how to Yodel,
So she dumped him outside in the pond.

There was a young fellow named Weir,
Who hadn't an inch of fear.
He indulged a desire,
To touch a live wire,
And he celebrated by drinking beer.

There was a young dentist who thrilled,
To the sound of a tooth being filled.
He would practise, they said,
Every night in his shed,
With the old drill he's skilled.
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 Trivial Pursuits Questions for August. 

1. In which country was Auschwitz
2. What was the first British instrumental to top the USA charts 
3. On which national flag is there an eagle and a snake 
4. What group of animals would be in a clowder 
5. What is a Sam Browne 
6. What is the chemical symbol for tungsten 
7. Who are the two most translated English writers 
8. Citius Altius Fortius is the motto of what organisation 
9. What is the main ingredient of sauce Lyonnaise 
10. Who played Miss Marple in 6 films (both names) 
11. From what language does the word alphabet come 
12. In the nursery rhyme what is Fridays child 
13. What was the first film made in cinemascope 
14. Where was the battle of Hastings fought
15. A pearmain is what type of fruit 
16. What colour is the bull on an archery target 
17. What was the Rolling Stones first no 1 hit 
18. Name both rival gangs in West Side Story 
19. In golf what do the Americans call an albatross 
20. Which classical composer wrote the Hungarian Rhapsody
21. When is St Swithens day y
22. What are ceps morels and chantrelles 
23. Which part of his body did Charlie Chaplin insure 
24. In golf what would you put in your shag bag 
25. A bind is a group of what type of fish 
26. Which author created Fu Manchu 
27. Mrs Darell Waters (translated 128 languages) pen name 
28. Who played the pawnbroker in the film of that name 
29. What was the first manufactured item sold on Hire Purchase 
30. Which letters denote Jesus Nazareth King of the Jews 
31. In France if you were served le miel what would you eat
32. The Greek for circle of animals gives it name to what 
33. Who was the Roman god of agriculture 
34. What is ikebana 
35. What nationality was Morse inventor of the famous code 
36. Goa used to be a colony of which nation 
37. What does a galactophagist drink 
38. What did God create on the fifth day (both) 
39. Where was Bob Dylan born 
40. In the 18th century what would a pencil be 
41. Agrippa poisoned her husband/uncle who was he 
42. Who was the mother of Castor and Pollux
43. What are the snaffle Pelham and Weymouth 
44. Walter Koenig played which part in the Star Trek series 
45. Who had a hit with Devil Woman 
46. What were the first false teeth made from 
47. The jealous Athena turned who into a spider 
48. What was the first Carry On film 
49. Who was the female lead in The Shootist 
50. What is a dzo A
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NO 1 DISTRICT PEOPLE CONTACT INFORMATION AS AT 01 June 2019

Role Name Phone Mobile E-mail
District Grand Master Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 021 528 860 kjburch102@gmail.com
Director Of Ceremonies Trevor Hall 027 471 1665 trev@orcon.net.nz
Grand Steward Hugh Chamberlain (09) 437 0411 021 263 6935 skey@xtra.co.nz
Grand Steward Roy Scahill (09) 406 7635 021 625 274 scahillr@xtra.co.nz
Education Advisor John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 028 258 85111 john@merlin.net.nz
Property & Heritage Bryan Wiig (09) 437 2840 021 105 6857 wiigy1@orcon.net.nz

Northland Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters and Higher Degrees.

The Hokianga Lodge No. 69

Master: David Kearns Secretary Garth Coulter
Address: PO	Box	86

Rawene 0443
Address PO	Box	79

Rawene 0443
E-mail: daveandlk66@gmail.com E-mail karlandgwen@outlook.com
Phone: (09) 405 7595 Phone (09) 405 8246
Mobile: Mobile :

The Mangonui Lodge No. 78

Master : Roy Scahill Secretary : Bob Vartan
Address : 100 Virtue Crescent 

Tokerau Beach  
RD 3  Kaitaia 0483

Address : 7/7	Freyja	Crescent,	
Coopers Beach, 
Mangonui 0420

E-mail : scahillr@xtra.co.nz E-mail : arjayvee@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09) 406 7635 Phone : (09) 406 1239
Mobile : 021 625 274 Mobile : 021 155 8540

Lodge Whangarei No. 102

Master : Tim Telfer Secretary : Graeme Whiteman
Address : 444 Marua Road. 

RD 1 
Hikurangi 0181

Address : Townhouse 59 
Jane Mander Village. Kamo 
Whangarei 0110

E-mail : ttelfer@gmail.com E-mail : kamoagain@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 433 7605 Phone : (09) 435 6499
Mobile : 021 217 0223 Mobile : 027 435 6358

The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101

Master : John Anderson Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 4002 SH10

Kaeo 0478
Address : 66 Albert Street

Kawakawa 0210
E-mail : anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 405 1248 Phone :
Mobile : 021 100 7367 Mobile : 021 125 2754
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Lodge Hikurangi No. 140

Master: Ivan Berryman Secretary: Hilton Cook
Address: Worsnop Road  

RD 6  
Whangarei 0176

Address: 54	Te	Paka	Crescent
Kamo 
Whangarei  0112  

E-mail: eiberryman@xtra.co.nz E-mail: hikalodge@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 433 5847 Phone: (09) 435 0169
Mobile: Mobile:

Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169

Master: Donald Wrigley Secretary: Graham Rogerson
Address: 115 Station Road

Dargaville 0310
Address: Unit 6

5 Waiatawa Road, Tikipunga
Whangarei 0112

E-mail: dwjigsaw@gmail.com E-mail: edh7514@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 439 5158 Phone: (09) 437 1598
Mobile: 021 0274 0245 Mobile: 021 308 069

Lodge Kororareka No. 304

Master : Robert Goodhue Secretary : Alastair Mitchell
Address : 66 Albert Street

Kawakawa 0210
Address : 1 Gould Street 

Russell 0202
E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com E-mail : alastair@riskandinsurance.co.nz
Phone : Phone : (09) 403 7530

Mobile : 021 125 2754 Mobile : 021 022 34264

Lodge Parahaki No. 269

Master : Shane Stratton Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 286	Puhipuhi	Road

Whakapara
Hikurangi 0182

Address : 66 Albert Street
Kawakawa 0210

E-mail : shane@sbsurveyors.co.nz  E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 433 9937 Phone :
Mobile : 027 439 0092 Mobile : 021 125 2754

Lodge Kerikeri No. 402

Master : Gary Best Secretary : Robert Bubendorfer
Address : 140A Kerikeri Inlet Road

Kerikeri 0230
Address : 336/82	Rainbow	Falls	Road

RD 2
Kerikeri 0295

E-mail : metalgary82@hotmail.com E-mail : bob@bubendorfer.net.nz
Phone : (09) 407 9122 Phone : (09) 407 1156
Mobile : 022 436 5764 Mobile : 022 631 0701
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Lodge Hatea No. 431

Master: Hugh Chamberlain Secretary Kevin	Peachey
Address: 142	One	Tree	Point	Road

One	Tree	Point	
Whangarei

Address : 17 E Albert Street
Whangarei 0110

E-mail: skey@xtra.co.nz E-mail : kevinmp1049@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 437 0411 Phone : (09) 435 2916
Mobile: Mobile: 021 758 822

Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461

Master: Graeme Bell Secretary: John	Farley
Address: 2049	Ngunguru	Road

RD 3 
Whangarei

Address: 163 Church Street 
Onerahi
Whangarei  0110

E-mail: bellmain@xtra.co.nz E-mail: cathjohnf@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09) 434 3898 Phone: (09) 436 0806
Mobile: Mobile: 027 636 0806

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71

1st 
Principal

Ralph Barber Scribe E : Wayne Maday

Address : 15B Daroux Drive
RD 2
Kerikeri 0295

Address :

E-mail : ralphbarber6@gmail.com E-mail : wmaday@kinect.co.nz
Phone : (09) 401 6413 Phone : (09) 407 8761

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27

1st 
Principal

Vince Cocurullo Scribe E : Dennis Turner

Address : 40 Otaika Rd
Woodhill
Whangarei 0110

Address : T.B.A

E-mail : vince@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : lpgfalcon@icloud.com
Phone : (09) 438 8834 Phone :  (09) 438-8268
Mobile : Mobile :

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80

1st 
Principal

Dave	Fenwick	 Scribe E : Dave Starr

Address : 29b	Paparoa	Rd.
Cockle Bay 
Auckland 2010 

Address : P	O	Box	54	 	
Warkworth.  0941

E-mail : Rexton402@gmail.com E-mail : starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09) 535 7795 Phone : (09) 425 5664
Mobile : Mobile :
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Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65

T.I.M.: Hilton Cook Recorder: Mark	Norgate
Address: Address :
E-mail: hilton.cook@xtra.co.nz E-mail : mhnorgate@clear.net.nz
Phone: (09) 435-0169 Phone : (09) 435-4027
Mobile: Mobile:

Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80

T.I.M.: Peter	Copeman Recorder: Dave Starr
Address: Address: P	O	Box	54	 	

Warkworth.  0941
E-mail: E-mail: starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09) 432-7663 Phone: (09) 425 5664
Mobile: Mobile:

Knights Templar - Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17

Preceptor: Brian Mulcahy Secretary: Garry Larsen
Address : Address : 5A Melody Lane, 

Kaitaia 0410
E-mail : E-mail : glars@slingshot.co.nz
Phone : (09)-408-1456 Phone : (09) 408-2309
Mobile : Mobile :

Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No. 45

M.E.S: Vince Cocurullo Secretary: Steve Shervell
Address : 40 Otaika Rd

Woodhill
Whangarei 0110

Address : 3 Koromiko Lane
R D 5
Whangarei 0110

E-mail : info@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : steve.shervell@hotmail.com
Phone : (09) 438-883 Phone : (09) 459-5932
Mobile : 021 438 952 Mobile : 027 479 1333

Order of the Secret Monitor

Supreme 
Ruler

Lindsay Stichbury Secretary: Pat	Severinsen

Address : 58A Garbolino Road
RD 5 
Wellsford 0975

Address : 15 Rolling Stone Rise
Tikipunga 
Whangarei 0112

E-mail : cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail : pladseve@xnet.co.nz
Phone : (09) 431 5544 Phone : (09) 435 1008
Mobile : 025 304 200 Mobile :


