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“BE CURIOUS, NOT JUDGMENTAL.” 
– WALT WHITMAN

 
Notes: 

1.  This newsletter is distributed free of charge.
2.  To subscribe or unsubscribe send an e-mail to the   
 Editor
3.  Letters to the Editor and other contributions are   
 welcome. Send an e-mail to the Editor.
4.  The views expressed in this newsletter are those of   
	 the	contributors	only	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the		
	 official	policy	or	position	of	Freemasons	New	Zealand		
 or any other agency, organisation, employer or   
 company.
5.		 Unless	specifically	named,	articles	in	this	newsletter			
 do not refer to any person living or dead.

© W.Bro John MacDonald 2019

Some Must ReadsThe RISE and FALL of ENGLISH FREEMASONRY

From the smoke-filled taverns of 
central London’s most notorious red-
light districts in 1716 to the glamour 
and excitement of a gala dinner in 
July, 1886 where reporters jostled 
to catch a glimpse of ‘the glittering 
assemblage’ attending the Prince of 
Wales, is quite a leap. This is the rags 

to riches story claimed by English Freemasons for their Order.

Their ‘creation myth’ is that members of four fraternal lodges, 
mainly working men, met over bread, cheese and ale to assess 
options for their struggling benefit society. 

With London awash with clubs and societies, competition for 
members was fierce, but, neither the clatter of tankards on rough 
wooden tables, nor the whistling, singing and jostling patrons 
all around deterred them from their purpose. These men were 
special, unique – or so it has been claimed.

Perhaps there were heated exchanges over ‘the Constitution’, 
perhaps there were surly losers and grinning winners – we have no 
records, nor first-hand accounts. We only have assertions written 
years later that this gathering of stonemasons, carpenters and 
like-minded drinking buddies agreed to begin meeting quarterly 
and to organise a year-ending feast at which they would elect their 
first-ever ‘Grand Master’.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY IN JAPAN

Japan being separated by water from the Asian Continent, its civilization 
developed in relative seclusion in pre-modern days. Foreign cultural 
influence gradually reached the country mainly through the neighboring 
countries of China and Korea. The first Westerners to reach Japan 
were the Portuguese traders who landed on Tanegashima, a small 
island in southern Japan, in 1543.

Subsequently other nationals arrived. In due course the then ruling 
Shoganate became concerned about the growing foreign influence on 
its people. In 1639 it virtually secluded the country from the rest of the 
world, which condition lasted for more than two centuries until 1854. 
Under these circumstances only Protestant Dutch and non-Christian 
Chinese were allowed to do business with Japan.

Among those Dutch traders who came to Japan during this period 
was Isaac Titsingh. He is believed to be the first mason to visit Japan. 
He was initiated in Batavia in 1772 when he was in the service of the 
Dutch East India Company. He came to Japan three times between 
the years 1779–1784 and headed the Dutch trading post in Nagasaki. 
During those early troubled days, the samurai took full advantage 
of the situation and assaulted foreigners in order to harass the now 
weakening Government.

It was during this period that the first Masonic lodge was introduced to 
Japan. A military Lodge called Sphinx Lodge No 263, working under 
the Irish Constitution, came to Japan with a detachment of the 20th 
Regiment of Foot (Lancashire Fusiliers) that arrived in Yokohama in 
1864. While in Yokohama, the Lodge held meetings and admitted 
civilian members. Being a military lodge, however, it could not operate 
long. It held its last meeting in March 1866...SIR WALTER SCOTT AS A FREEMASON

The Lodge in which Sir Walter Scott was initiated 
into Freemasonry was constituted on the 2nd of 
March, 1738, under a commission granted by 
the Rt. Hon. George, Earl of Cromarty, M.W. 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

The original name of the lodge, "Canongate 
Kilwinning from Leith," was changed in 1756 to 

"St. David," at which it now remains, its present number on Grand 
Lodge Roll being 36.

In 1757 the brethren purchased a hall in Hyndford’s Close, 
Netherbow, High Street, where the meetings were held for over 
a century. Other masonic bodies, including the Royal Order of 
Scotland, and the Royal Arch Chapter, now "Edinburgh" No. 1, 
held their earliest meetings there.

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=Letter%20to%20the%20Editor
https://www.fraternalsecrets.org/rise-fall-english-freemasonry/
http://www.skirret.com/papers/macpherson.html
http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/aqc/scott.html
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Editorial

Another "Once Upon A Time" beginning for this month's editorial. In the days before radio, television and latterly the 
Internet, people loved going out to lectures and listening to public speakers in the local hall. Sometimes these lectures 
were free while good speakers could command a reasonable admission amount. 

An advertisement in the NEW ZEALAND HERALD AND AUCKLAND GAZETTE, VOLUME I, ISSUE 3, 24 JULY 1841 
confirms	the	interest	in	a	good	lecture	from	the	earliest	days	in	New	Zealand.	

Almost	 since	 its	 inception,	 speculative	 Freemasonry	 has	 had	 two	 specific	 avenues	 for	 this	 form	 of	 education	 and	
entertainment	-	namely	Research	Lodges	and	Grand	Lecturers.	The	Australia	New	Zealand	Masonic	Research	Council	
Digital Library has more than 6500 items in its catalogue. Many of these are of great interest to Masonic researchers and 
reflect	the	joint	efforts	of	both	Research	Lodges	and	Grand	Lecturers	over	the	last	hundred	years	or	so.	

In	the	early	days,	many	Past	Masters	would	 join	a	Research	Lodge	soon	after	 they	had	completed	their	 time	in	the	
Chair	while	Grand	Lecturers	were	in	high	demand	within	their	own	Province	or	District	to	deliver	research	papers	that	
they had written. An evening at a Research Lodge usually involved normal business then a presentation by the Junior 
Warden	of	a	paper	that	had	been	written	by	a	brother	or	group	of	Brethren.	Frequently	an	animated	discussion	took	
place afterwards and then the usual Masonic refectory proceedings took place. Reading between the lines it seems 
safe to suggest that the Lodge did not always close in peace, love, and harmony! Members would be back next meeting 
ready for another round of the same.

District and Provincial Grand Lecturers were invited to and went around the Lodges delivering papers that they had 
prepared	on	a	variety	of	subject.	Question	and	Answer	nights	were	a	great	favourite	and	Brethren	tried	to	catch	the	
Lecturer out on some obscure point. A large suitcase of books and a  Masonic dictionary were always some of the 
“training aids” thrown into the boot of the car and taken into a Lodge for every presentation.

Almost	overnight	the	world	changed	with	the	advent	of	firstly	radio	and	later	on	television.	People	not	only	heard	but	
were also able to see events. The Internet changed things even more as it gives people the chance to interact in real 
time from the comfort of their lounge chairs and not even have to leave home. The days of going out in the middle of 
winter to sit in uncomfortable seats in a cold Lodge room to listen to a speaker for up to an hour presenting a research 
paper in a monotone voice are gone. Sadly any Lodge notice paper that announces a "lecture" will see attendance 
figures	for	the	night	plummet	as	happens	with	the	"reading	of	the	by-laws".	

Consequently	the	role	of	Research	Lodges	and	"Lecturers"	has	to	change.	Freemasonry	moves	at	a	snail's	pace	when	
the word change is heard. Usually apathy sets in and people stay away in droves as Lodges fail to meet the key points of 
our Mission Statement and instead focus solely on the ritual 
with all its permutations and disputes. This is not suggesting 
that	a	well	presented	Masonic	"play"	is	not	enjoyable,	however	
no one goes out today to watch the same play more than a 
couple of time before "switching off" especially if it is poorly 
presented.

In	the	21st	Century	it	is	imperative	that	we	get	our	act	together	
and stop procrastinating. Every Lodgeroom should be bright, 
warm,	 comfortable,	 and	 fit	 for	 purpose.	 It	 needs	 to	 have	 a	
data	projector	and/or	transportable	large	television	on	site	for	
use by Brethren leading seminars, sessions, discussions, and 
education nights. Many of our old buildings don’t meet the 
requirements	do	they?

All Lodges by now should have a copy of the 5 year strategic 
plan booklet which is available here. Get this onto the screen 
in your Lodge for discussion now, let everyone participate in 
creating	your	Lodge	plan	as	you	fill	in	the	blank	spaces,	and		
then	start	working	harmoniously	towards	fulfilling	its	direction.	

Fraternally,

John MacDonald Editor North News.

%28https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/NZHAG18410724.2.2.1%29
http://freemasonsnz.org/strategic-direction
http://freemasonsnz.org/strategic-direction
http://freemasonsnz.org/strategic-direction
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What's Happened in Northland Recently - Nothing?

With the editor being “missing in action” for most of April and possibly May, it has highlighed how important it is for Brethren and members of 
other Degrees/Orders to get into the habit of taking their smart phones or cameras along to regular meetings, functions, and other events and 
submitting these for publication in both North News and also for Craft Lodges on the Northern Division website. (Link Here)

It only requires a little thought and planning to make a success of this.

Firstly the photo. One or two only please - not 30 or 40! Don't crop them in anyway or reduce their data size. The editor does that. Remember 
that the focus of the photo is the person who has just been inititated, awarded a service badge or the recipient(s) of a benevolent activity. It is 
nice to also include the person who made the main presentation in the photo if possible. Where there are two or more recipients try and get 
a photo of them together with the presenting person(s). A photo of a recipient and wife/partner and family is also newsworthy. At a community 
event, photos of lots of happy smiling faces are great for publication. Make sure that the person is in regalia if you are sending a story about a 
Degree that has been worked. Full length, front on is best if possible. A photo with the Master or Senior person for the Degree/Other Order is 
quite acceptable.

Make sure that when you send a photo you put a file or document with the names of the people in the photo wherever possible. Grand Lodge 
rank is important if the main person in the photo is a past or present Grand Lodge officer. Any other Masonic or "Queens Birthday" list award 
should also be listed please. 

Now the story. This need not be difficult either. For a service badge presentation report simply send the Grand Lodge service certificate plus 
a note with the date the event took place, location, and any other snippets that you would like to see published. No more than 100 words are 
required and for the Division website 50 is plenty. If you are not comfortable writing a story then a few dot points are just fine. The editor can turn 
these into a story. Don’t forget to include name(s) of people in the photo(s). 

It’s Easy To Contribute an Article to North News!

Take Your Phone and Take Lots of Photos of Event Select One or Two Photos Only  
to Create the Story From

Write Your Story - 100 words Max

Send Your Photo(s) and Story To The Editor

northnewsnz@gmail.com

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/contentuploader.php
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What's Coming Up In the North

Create A Printable Calendar of Craft Lodges On The Web

Your Northern Division Website Team Are Here To Help

028 258 85111

Contact Us If You Need A Hand Or Want To Contribute

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27
Tuesday 7 May 7.30pm
Whangarei	Masonic	Centre
T.B.A.

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71
Wednesday 1 May 7.30pm
Kaikohe Lodge Rooms
T.B.A.

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80
Thursday 23rd May 11.00am 
Rodney Lodge Warkworth
T.B.A

B.O.I Cryptic No 65 
May	-	No	Meeting 

Mahurangi No 80 Cryptic Council
Thursday 23rd May 1.00 pm
Rodney Lodge Warkworth
T.B.A.

Whangarei Rose Croix No 45
No	Meeting

Kaitaia Knights Templar No 17
No	Meeting

Northland Conclave No 7
Saturday 18 May 4.00pm 
Whangarei	Masonic	Centre
Princes Degree - Bros George Swanepoele and Garth Buck

Concorde Mark No 580 EC
No	Meeting

St George Royal Arch Chapter No 1801 EC
No	Meeting
Whangarei	Masonic	Centre	

Zealandia Royal Arch Chapter No 2072 EC
Wed 15th May 7.30pm
Installation

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
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Great Reads Including: 

* Disbanding of Masonic Education 
Committee	under	New	Strategic	Plan 

*	Check	out	the	Archives 

* Offer to Help Keep the Blog alive

Click	Here	To	Donate	Online

A “Did You Know That” for May

The Craft Masonry Education Website for all Freemasons in New Zealand

VW. Bro  
George Allan

Notes on the Word “Hele”

The word in question is often spelled "hele." It originates from an old English root "helan." Somner’s Saxon-Latin-English Dictionary (1659) has 
"helan=celare, tegere-to hide, to cover, to heale, and hence in many places a coverlet is called 'a hylling.'" 

Lye’s Saxon Dictionary (1772) defines "helan" as "to hele, hyll, celare, unde nostra hylling." Given as the principal meaning of "helan" in Lye’s 
dictionary, "hele" must have been in use in the latter half of the 18th century.

The Oxford English Dictionary (OED), the most comprehensive English-language dictionary available today providing the history of each word, 
changes in its spelling and meaning, and quotations from the earliest known use of the word to the latest, defines "hele" as "to hide, conceal; to 
keep secret." The date of its earliest recorded use in this sense is around 825. Then the word acquired another meaning, i.e., "to cover (roots, 
seeds, etc.) with earth; to cover with slates or tiles." Its earliest use in this sense is around 1200. The second meaning has survived to this (the 
20th) century in some parts of Great Britain. At one point there were some 25 guilds in Dublin, Ireland. One of them was made up of carpenters, 
millers, masons and heliers.3 "Helier" derives from "hele." Today heliers or tylers are represented by slaters. By the way, "hele" and "hell" have 
the same root.

As far as masonic literature is concerned, "hele" is found in the Cooke MS. (c. 1400-1410) for the first time: "... he can hele the councelle 
[=counsel] of his felows in logge [=lodge] and in chambere...."

The combined use of the words, “hele,” “conceal” and “reveal,” first appeared in Samuel Prichard’s Masonry Dissected (1730): “I will Hail and 
Conceal, and never Reveal....” Its variations are found in other early masonic documents: “... to heill and conceall ...” (The Edinburgh Register 
House MS., 1696); “... Hear & Conceal ...” (The Chetwode Crawley MS., c. 1700); “... heal and Conceal or Conceal and keep secrett ...” (The 
Sloane MS., c. 1700); “... to hear & Conseal ...” (The Kevan MS., c.1714-1720); “... Hear and Conceal...” (The Grand Mystery of Free-Masons 
Discover’d, 1724); “... hide & conceal ...” (Institution of Free Masons, c. 1725); “... heal & conceal...” (The Wilkinson MS., 1727); “... always hail, 
conceal, and never will reveal ...” (Three Distinct Knocks, 1760); and “... always hale, conceal, and never reveal ...” (Jachin and Boaz, 1762)

How should “hele” be pronounced? First it must be pointed out that the English language has undergone great changes in the past. The long 
vowels and some short ones moved greatly from the 15th to the 17th centuries, the consonant changes were less significant, though. 

The changes between Chaucer’s time (when Middle English was used) and that of Shakespeare (Early Modern English) are commonly referred 
to as the “great vowel shift.” For instance, the vowel of the word “meat” shifted from “e” (like “e” in “met”) in Old English to “e:” (long “e”) in Middle 
English and “i:” in Modern English and that of the word “name” changed from “a” in Old English to “a:” (long “a”) in Middle English, “e:” in Early 
Modern English and “ei” in Modern English.

“Hele” is such an old word that its pronunciation may have changed over the years.

https://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/donate/june-appeal-2018/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/education.php
http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/texts/hele.html
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Business Ads for Masonic Businesses

Cocurullo Masonic Supplies

Blue Lodge NZ$
Entered Apprentice Apron 30.00
Fellowcraft	Apron 40.00
Master Mason Apron 60.00
Masters Apron 80.00
White Gloves (pair) 10.00
Blue	Collar 30.00
Master	and	Warden	Cuffs	(pair) 50.00

Royal Arch
Apron and Sash 75.00
Collar 30.00

Other Orders
Secret Monitor Sash 60.00

Other Items
Sprig of Acacia Pin 3.00
Sprig of Acacia Pins (2) 5.00
Red	Poppy	with	Square	&	Compasses 3.00
Red	Poppy	with	Square	&	Compasses	(2) 5.00

Phone (09) 438 8834 or E-mail Vince: fm@cocurullo.co.nz

Need A Ride To A Masonic Function?

Book the Van. Seats 11 People

Phone: (09) 434 0285

Mobile: 027 641 9906

E-mail: stanandbarb@xtra.co.nz
Barbara	&	Stan

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TODAY

mailto:fm%40cocurullo.co.nz?subject=
mailto:stansvan%40xtra.co.nz?subject=Van%20Please
https://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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The Craft Lodge Education Pages

The Research Lodge of New South Wales 1 February 1997

The Masonic Apron: The Distinguishing Badge of a Freemason
R.Ex.Comp. W.J.Griffiths PGH

Emeritus Grand Chapter Lecturer.

The Initiate is told when he is invested with the distinguishing Badge of a Mason that it is more ancient than 
the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle, more honourable than the Garter or any other Order in existence, being 
the Badge of Innocence and the bond of friendship. Then he hears no more of his Apron in either the Second 
or Third Degrees. He is told nothing of its symbolism or just why it is so formed, ornamented, coloured and 
worn as it is. This is all a mystery to him. I feel sure that most of us just wear the Apron merely because 
it is customary to wear it on entering the Lodge room, or because we know that the Wor Bro. Director of 
Ceremonies would soon request us to retire and clothe ourselves properly if we entered the Lodge without it. 
Do we ever think of the many lessons it illustrates, or do we put on that Apron with a pleasant inward feeling 
that mere words cannot describe, which indicates to ourselves that our lives have been worthy of that Apron?

The Apron is the first gift the Candidate receives in the Lodge, and is presented to him as a means of symbolic learning, and is really the first 
tangible evidence of his admission into the Order. The wearing of an apron is not something new, for it is very easy to find proof that the apron was 
used for investitures from the very earliest of days. The Israelites used a girdle and apron in investitures for their priesthood. The White Apron was 
used to invest the candidates in the mysteries of Mithas, in Persia, where Mithas was worshipped as the Sun god. The ancient gods of Egypt are 
sometimes depicted as wearing aprons, and in China some of the ancient figures of gods are sculptured as wearing aprons. In fact in all ages the 
Apron has been an exalted badge of distinction, and a coveted honour. There can be little doubt that the Apron used today was evolved from the 
aprons worn by operative masons to prevent their clothes from being soiled and also worn as the badge of a skilled craftsman.
In the middle ages the aprons used by speculative Masons were long, coming down to below the knees, and had a flap and bib to protect the 
chest. Decorations were added from about 1750 onwards, and at first were usually designs printed on the aprons by their respective owners. Our 
present day apron was standardised just after the Union of the Grand Lodges. The Grand Lodge of England ruled in 1814 that the Apron of an 
Entered Apprentice should be of plain white lambskin, 14 to 16 inches wide, 12 to 14 inches deep, rectangular in form, no ornament, white strings 
and a flap. It is doubtful if the size of the Apron has altered since that time.

The Apron possesses three distinct characteristics - its shape, its colour, its material, and of these three, two are essential, namely its colour and its 
material. Its material is lambskin and the colour must be white, so that these two combined are a constant reminder of the purity of life and action 
which should characterise every Freemason. Let us take these three characteristics and consider them in a little more detail.
SHAPE: The Apron is approximately square in shape, and this is quite significant for it indicates that the Freemason should always act squarely 
towards each other and towards the whole of mankind. It should also remind us that our words and actions will one day be tried by the "Square 
of God's Word". The five points created by this square and triangular flap refer to the five who hold a Lodge as well as have an illusion to the Five 
Points of Fellowship and to those Five Noble Orders of Architecture - the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian and Composite.

MATERIAL: The material must be of lambskin, as the lamb has always been considered the emblem of innocence. The lambskin was first 
instituted as a symbol of peace and goodwill by Eumolpus of Thrace who was initiated into the mysteries of Ceres in 1350 B.0 and made High 
Priest. Thus it is truly stated that the Apron is more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle.
The lambskin forms the base of the Apron and is used in every Degree in Masonry from the Entered Apprentice onwards, and it does not matter 
how high in Freemasonry we may progress, we never part from the lambskin. The colour and decorations may change but never this basic 
material, emblematical of innocence.

COLOUR: The colour is pure, unspotted white - the emblem of purity. White has always been considered and used to indicate a recipient, 
cleansed of impurities. It is the insignia of a just, upright man and a Mason. 

OTHER SYMBOLIC LESSONS: Now let us pause and briefly consider some of the other symbolical lessons that may be learned from this 
highly valued Apron. 

SHAPE: From earliest times, mankind has regarded "seven" as the mystical number, emblematical of man himself, and associating it with his 
beliefs in all ages. Take the V.S.L.: Seven days were involved in the biblical story of creation, man is given seven ages, the candlesticks in the 
prophet's visions were seven, the story of the seven foolish and the seven wise virgins, and Revelations abounds in references to seven. The
Apron has seven corners, three on the triangular flap and four on the rectangular part.

Dating back to the Egyptian mysteries, the square or four cornered emblem has represented man physically i.e; the Body of Man. This representation 
is found in every Lodge today, not only in the Ashlars which represent Man Primitive and Man Perfect, but also in the rectangular part of the Apron. 
This represents Man in perfect balance and harmony, with Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice equally represented. The base of the 
Apron thus represents Man Physical, the being of passions, desires and human limitations.
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Let us now consider the triangular piece of the Apron. This has three corners. The ancient Egyptians used the number 3 (three) to represent Divinity, 
and every creed in the world's history has interpreted it as such. In the Egyptian mysteries the trinity was Osiris, Isis, and Horus. Christianity talks 
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and in the Craft we have three aspects of the G.A.O.T.U. namely Wisdom, Strength and Beauty. This triangle 
represents the Divinity, and in general, the Spirit, the Divine Spark in Man.

We thus find that we have Man Physical (Body) and Man Spiritual (Spirit) represented in these two parts, both combining to give us seven, without 
which number no Lodge is perfect, neither is any man. At one time, and still in some workings, Initiates were invested with the Apron having its 
triangular flap turned upward, and not until he had made progress in the Science was it turned downward as we wear it now, representing the 
descent of the spiritual into the physical, and more particularly the dominance of the spiritual over the physical. In some Scottish Rites the flap is 
curved on the bottom. This shape was developed from the arc scribed by the compasses in the hands of the G.A. This arc or segment means the 
same as the triangle - the spirit.

These two parts of our Apron thus represent the perfect man with the four physical aspects in perfect balance. In the Egyptian mysteries, the 
square perfect ashlar was shown as the seat of Divinity, symbolising the physical body as a habitation of the spirit, an edifice constructed by the 
individual as a fit dwelling place for the Deity, who rewarded these labours with eternal life - "He shall build me an house, and I will stablish
His throne forever". Therefore let us build the edifice of our bodies, stately and superb, regulate our actions, cleanse our minds and words and thus 
make our whole being a place fit for the G.A. and the Divine Trinity will descend to within us.

COLOUR: The E.A. badge is pure white, devoid of visible colour, but as he progresses in further Degrees, colour is added. First, as I said, 
it is emblematic of innocence, but also of ignorance. Then the pale blue of the sky is added denoting the growth of his spiritual knowledge and 
consciousness, signifying that he has prepared his personal temple for his God and that the Divinity has descended into it and is acting through it. 

THE EDGING OF BLUE: The blue is certainly the colouring of Craft Masonry, and is a symbol of universal friendship and benevolence. This 
edging is comparatively new, for it was never used by the Antients. Among the religious institutions of the Jews, blue was an important colour. Blue 
being a royal colour should remind us of loyalty due to our Ruler as well as that love and devotion due to the G.A.O.T.U.

THE ROSETTES: The modern F.C. Apron has two sky blue rosettes, and the earliest recorded appearance of the rosettes was about 1815.
The three rosettes to be found on the Apron of a M.M. are indeed important symbols and refer to many aspects of Freemasonry. Firstly, we are 
reminded of the Three who rule a Lodge - W.M., S.W., and J.W. We are also reminded of the three knocks used in the three Degrees in Masonry. 
The three rosettes form a triangle, and as already mentioned represent the "Spirit".

THE TRIANGLE: As mentioned above the three rosettes and Taus form a triangle, the flap forms another and these two triangles intersect. 
The triangle formed by the rosettes with the point upwards is the emblem of the Fire Triangle, representing the Divine spark of the Spirit. The flap 
triangle, with the point downwards is the "Water Triangle" representing the Soul, and these two triangles are found within the Square representing 
the Body. Thus the M.M. Apron represents the triune nature of man - Body, Soul and Spirit.
The F.C. Apron with its two rosettes shows that as yet the Spirit has not entered the Soul, but the Third Degree completes the man represented by 
the third rosette. The F.C. is not a complete, a united being. Body and Soul are united, but Spirit is absent.

THE TASSELS: There are seven tassels in number, and these bear reference to the seven who make the Lodge perfect, without which number 
no Candidate can legally be initiated into the Order. It reminds us that King Solomon was seven years and upwards in building, completing and 
dedicating the Temple at Jerusalem to God's service. It also reminds us of the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences - Grammar, Rhetoric, Logic,
Arithmetic, Geometry, Music and Astronomy. Silver has always been acknowledged as the colour of the line connecting the physical to the spiritual, 
this line being severed at physical death. (Ecclesiastes 12:6 "Or even the Silver Cord be loosed . . . .").

The two ribbons remind us of the Two Pillars at the Entrance to the Temple of King Solomon. The two ribbons and the two tassels demonstrate our 
belief in the affinity of man with the G.A.O.T.U. 

THE STRAP AND FASTENING: This consists of a strip of webbing, ending in a snake. The snake has two main meanings - firstly it is 
representative of the powers of evil - the enemy of man. Secondly, it is the emblem of Eternity and Wisdom. "Be ye wise as serpents" refers to 
Divine Wisdom.
The web by nature of its meshes denote Unity. Thus as the serpent is worshipped in many parts of the World, we can take it that our Apron being 
encircled with HolyWisdom, indicates that this Wisdom is available to the whole world.

GENERAL: The Masonic Apron is our emblem of Innocence and the Badge of a Mason, and is worn by Speculative Masons to symbolically 
protect themselves from the vices of life in the same way as the Operative Mason uses it to protect his clothing from defilement. The Apron induces 
us to be pure in thought, making of ourselves channels for the spreading of divinely inspired Brotherly love, and no Brother can ever
be faithful to his obligation were he to harbour thoughts inconsistent with those obligations when wearingthe Apron.
Wear it always with pride, respect and humility, and remember never to disgrace it. The very act of clothing oneself with the Masonic Apron is a 
useful and necessary reminder of all those important duties we owe to our Creator, our Neighbour and Ourself.

When next you are about to put on your Apron, regard it for a moment. Look at it as a symbol of a man who has sublimated his whole existence 
to carrying out the will of the G.A.O.T.0 who has purified the Temple of his Body and cleansed his mind, who possesses the attributes of universal 
brotherly love, and has dedicated his life to the service of others. Do that, and then put on that Apron, that symbol, about your body, and enter your 
Lodge wearing it, fully realising that it now represents you as that Man and a Mason.
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Royal Arch Masonry Education Pages
The Relationship between the Craft and the Holy Royal Arch

Presented by Bro.Greg Boag, MM, Associate Member
at the Hawkes Bay Research Lodge No.305, 6 May 2002

A large percentage of Freemasons spend their entire Masonic career never having investigated the appendant Orders 
in Masonry, (sometimes referred to as the higher degrees or side orders), and therefore may be unaware of the special 
relationship that the Holy Royal Arch has with Craft Masonry. So I thought I would say a few words tonight about the 
history and nature of the relationship that exists between these two Masonic institutions.

The origins of the Royal Arch are not at all certain, but it is known that during the 1740’s or 50’s that it arose as a separate degree in its own 
right. Some researchers believe that the core teaching of the Royal Arch degree may at one time have formed a substantial part of the installed 
masters ceremony in the Craft.

By the middle of the eighteenth century the Royal Arch degree was well rooted in England. The point at which the fate of the Royal Arch would 
be decided, though, was during the wrestling for leadership of the Craft that occurred between the Antients and the Moderns and came to a 
head in 1813. It was at that time that the two sides of the argument agreed to merge and therefore drafted the first articles of union that would
eventually lead to the establishment of the United Grand Lodge of England.

Up to that point in time, the Antients had accepted the Royal Arch as an integral part of Craft Masonry, as the legend and secrets of the Royal 
Arch were seen as the natural completion of those of the Master Masons degree. But, for some reason unknown to me, the Moderns wanted no 
part of the Royal Arch, they insisting that Pure and Antient Masonry only consisted of the first three degrees that we today recognise as Blue
Masonry.

This point of contention concerning the Royal Arch stalled the union for some time, until finally the Moderns agreed to accept the Royal Arch. 
They did so under the condition that the terms were worded in a peculiar manner so as to give the impression that the three Craft degrees were 
superior in Antient heritage. 

The final article of the union, which concerned the place of the Royal Arch in Antient Masonry, was finally settled, and thereafter read:
Pure Ancient Masonry consists of three degrees and no more; viz. those of the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the Master Mason 
(including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch).

And this article of Masonic law cemented the special relationship that exists between the Craft and the Arch from that day to this, in what we 
term Regular Masonry.

The important point laid down, according to this declaration, is that the Royal Arch (and we are speaking at this time of one single ceremony), 
was not a separate degree, but rather a completion of the third or sublime degree. It is, though, in reality, a separate working in its own right. 
Thus, we recognise this in the fact that it is not the Grand Lodge of Craft Masons that governs the Royal Arch, but that it has its own governing 
body which we refer to here as the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Zealand.

The fact that this relationship has existed, after the Union of 1813, between the Craft and Royal Arch Masonry, means that Royal Arch Masons 
possess one or two privileges within the Craft that other Masonic Side Orders do not. The most obvious one being that a Royal Arch Mason is 
allowed to wear his jewels, of which there are basically four, in a Craft lodge. Today it is rare to see the three standard Royal Arch jewels
worn in a Craft lodge. They are a white keystone suspended from a blue and red ribbon, a gold five pointed star suspended from a white ribbon, 
and the gold six pointed star with banners suspended also from a white ribbon. It is quite common, though, to see some Royal Arch Companions 
wearing, in Craft Lodges, the fourth, or red-ribboned gold coin-like jewel of a Past First Principal, (which is the equivalent of a Past
Master in the Craft.)

Today, the Order of the Holy Royal Arch consists of three degrees, much like the Craft in structure, and not just the original degree of the Holy 
Royal Arch alone. The first three common jewels of the Royal Arch Mason, (that is, excluding that of Past First Principals), which may be worn in 
a Craft lodge belong one to each of these three degrees: The Degree of Mark Master Mason, the Excellent Masters Degree and the Holy
Royal Arch Degree. 

One of the reasons why the Royal Arch Degrees are now recognised as being part of Pure Antient Masonry is because, along with the Royal 
Arch Degree, the first of these degrees, that of Mark Master Mason, has an intimate relationship with one of the Craft degrees. While it is the 
first degree a candidate for the Order of the Royal Arch takes after being raised a Master Mason, the degree of Mark Master is actually a sequel 
to the Fellow Craft.

It is assumed by some Masonic researchers that, at some time in the early history of Craft Masonry, the Mark Masters degree was worked as a 
direct follow-on from the Fellow Craft. But as time went on the position of the Mark Degree in Freemasonry became, in some places, uncertain, 
until eventually the English constitution formed a Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons to govern the working of that degree alone. That system 
is still in effect today in the English Constitution, and its governing body operates out of Mark Masons Hall in London. 
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We have a branch of English Mark Masonry here in New Zealand, Governed by a District Grand Lodge of English Mark Master Masons.  (We 
also have an English Mark Masters Lodge here in Northland Concord Mark Lodge No 580 EC).

The degree that, here in New Zealand, we recognise as the second in the Royal Arch series, is not worked at all in English Masonry. Effectively 
what all of this means is that, while the UGLE recognised the Royal Arch as one of the three degrees of Pure and Antient Masonry, the Mark 
Masters Degree is a separate Order governed by its own Authority as is the Royal Arch Degree, in England and Wales.

In the Scottish Constitution, however, the Mark Degree is still worked in the Craft lodge as an adjunct to the Fellow Craft degree, as a matter of 
course, after the Fellow Craft is raised to the sublime degree. Here in New Zealand, though, we work the Mark Degree under the jurisdiction of 
the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter.

While the Royal Arch degree has an intimate relationship with the Master Masons degree, (because, as I mentioned before it completes the 
Hiramic legend), and that of Mark Master is related to the Fellow Craft, the Excellent Masters degree, which is the second or middle in the 
Royal Arch series, has no such intimate relationship with the Craft, other than that, because it forms part of the Order of the Royal Arch, it is 
recognised by the Grand Lodge of New Zealand as part of Pure and Antient Freemasonry.

So, while the article of Union of 1813 recognised the Holy Royal Arch has the second half of the degree of Master Mason, in reality, today, Pure 
and Antient Masonry in New Zealand consists of six degrees, as stated by the Constitution… those of Blue Masonry or the Craft Lodge: Entered 
Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Mason …and those of Red Masonry or the Royal Arch Chapter: Mark Master Mason, Excellent Master and 
the Supreme Degree of the Holy Royal Arch. 

All of these six degrees together complete the historical and allegorical legends that surround the building of King Solomon’s Temple and the 
important Masonic events which are first revealed to Master Masons, but are not concluded until they are elaborated upon for the benefit of the 
newly initiated Royal Arch Companion.

Two English Royal Arch Masonry Tracing Boards From 1836
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Knights Templar Education Pages

The Institutions of the First Kingdom

The four principalities established by the Crusaders—three after the loss of Edessa in 1144—were 
loosely connected, and the king of Jerusalem’s limited suzerainty over Antioch and Tripoli became 
largely nominal after mid-century. Each state was organized into a pattern of lordships by the ruling 
Christian minority. The institutions of the kingdom of Jerusalem are best known, partly because its 
history figures more prominently in both Arab and Christian chronicles but especially because its 
documents were better preserved. In the 13th century the famous legal compilation the Assises de 
Jérusalem (Assizes of Jerusalem) was prepared in the kingdom.

Though this collection reflects a later situation, certain sections and many individual enactments can 
be traced back to the 12th century, the period known as the First Kingdom.

In the first half of the 12th century, the kingdom presented the appearance of a typical European 
monarchy, with lordships owing military service and subject to fiscal exactions. There were, however, important differences, not only in the large 
subject population of diverse ethnic origins but also with respect to the governing minority.

No great families with extensive domains emerged in the early years, and the typical noble did not, as in Europe, live in a rural castle or manor 
house. Although castles existed, they were garrisoned by knights and, increasingly as the century advanced, by the religio-military orders. Most 
barons in the kingdom lived in the fortified towns. The kings, moreover, possessed a considerable domain and retained extensive judicial rights, 
which made the monarchy a relatively strong institution in early Jerusalem.

Toward the middle of the century, this situation changed. Partly as a consequence of increased immigration from the West, the baronial class grew, 
and a relatively small group of magnates with large domains emerged. As individuals, they were less disposed to brook royal interference, and, as 
a class and in the court of barons (Haute Cour, or High Court), they were capable of presenting a formidable challenge to royal authority. The last 
of the kings of Jerusalem to exercise effective power was Amalric I in the 12th century. In the final years of the First Kingdom, baronial influence 
was increasingly evident and dissension among the barons, as a consequence, more serious.

The Military Orders

Another serious obstacle to the king’s jurisdiction, which did not exist in the same form in the West, was the extensive authority of the two religio-
military orders. The Knights of the Hospital of St. John, or Hospitallers, was founded in the 11th century by the merchants of Amalfi to provide 
hospital care for pilgrims. The order never abandoned its original purpose, and, in fact, as its superb collection of documents reveals, the order’s 
philanthropic activities expanded. But during the 12th century, in response to the military needs of the kingdom, the Hospitallers also became an 
order of knights, as did the Templars, the Poor Knights of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon, so named because of their headquarters in the 
former temple of Solomon. The Templars originated as a monastic-military organization dedicated to protecting pilgrims on the way to Jerusalem, 
and their rule, composed by St. Bernard of Clairvaux, was officially sanctioned by the Council of Troyes (1128). Although the Templars and 
Hospitallers took monastic vows, their principal function was soldiering.

The orders grew rapidly and acquired castles at strategic points in the kingdom and in the northern states. They maintained permanent garrisons 
in these castles and supplemented the otherwise inadequate forces of the barons and king. Moreover, because they were soon established in 
Europe as well, they became international organizations. Virtually independent, sanctioned and constantly supported by the papacy, and exempt 
from local ecclesiastical jurisdiction, they aroused the jealousy of the clergy and constituted a serious challenge to royal authority.

The Crusaders introduced into the conquered lands a Latin ecclesiastical organization and hierarchy. The Greek patriarch of Antioch was removed, 
and all subsequent incumbents were Latin except in one brief period before 1170, when imperial pressure brought about the installation of a Greek. 
The Eastern Orthodox patriarch in Jerusalem left before the conquest and died soon after. All his successors were Latin.

Under Latin jurisdiction were the entire Latin population as well as those natives who remained Orthodox—Greeks in Antioch and Greeks or 
Syrians (Melchites) in Jerusalem. Beyond that jurisdiction were a larger number of non-Chalcedonians (both Syriac and Armenian) and some 
few members of the Assyrian Church of the East (so-called Nestorians), all adherents of doctrines that had deviated from the decisions of 5th-
century ecumenical councils. A number of Maronites of the Lebanon region accepted the Latin obedience late in the 12th century. After some initial 
confusion, the native hierarchies were able to resume their functions.

As in the West, the church had its own courts and possessed large properties. But each ecclesiastical domain was required to furnish soldiers, 
and there were considerable charitable foundations. The hierarchy of the Latin states was an integral part of the church of the West. Papal 
legates regularly visited the East, and bishops from the Crusader states attended the third Lateran Council in 1179. Western monastic orders also 
appeared in the Crusader states.

In addition to the nobles and their families who had settled in the kingdom, a substantially larger number of persons were classified as bourgeois. 
A small number had arrived with the First Crusade; however, most were later immigrants from Europe, representing nearly every nationality but 
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predominantly from rural southern France. In the East they became town dwellers, though a few were agriculturalists—proprietors of small estates, 
rarely themselves tillers of the soil, inhabiting the more modest towns. It appears some immigrants, perhaps poor pilgrims who remained, failed to 
obtain a reasonably settled status and could not afford the relatively small ransom offered by Saladin in 1187.

The townspeople of the First Kingdom did not, like their counterparts in Europe, aspire to political autonomy. There were no communal movements 
in the 12th century. The bourgeois were, therefore, subject to a king or seigneur. Some did military service as sergeants—i.e., mounted auxiliaries 
or foot soldiers. The bourgeois were recognized as a class in the more than 30 “courts of the bourgeois” according to procedures laid down in 
the Assises de la Cour des Bourgeois (Assizes of the Court of the Bourgeois), which, unlike other parts of the Assizes of Jerusalem, reflect the 
traditions of Roman law in southern France.

The Italians had acquired exceptional privileges in the ports because they supplied the indispensable naval aid and shipping essential to regular 
contact with Europe. These privileges usually included a quarter that they maintained as a virtually independent enclave. Its status was guaranteed 
by treaty between the kingdom and the “mother” city (Venice, Genoa, Pisa, etc.).

Few Muslims were slaves. Most of those who remained were peasants who for centuries had been a large part of the rural population and who 
were permitted to retain their holdings, subject to fiscal impositions not unlike those of the European serf and usually identical to those originally 
levied by their former proprietors on all non-Muslims. Muslim nomads, or Bedouin, who from time immemorial had moved their herds with the 
changing seasons, were granted their traditional rights of pasturage by the king.

Most mosques were appropriated during the conquest, but some were restored, and no attempt was made to restrict Muslim religious observance. 
Occasionally a mihrab (prayer niche) was retained for Muslim worshipers in a church that had formerly been a mosque. The tolerance of the 
Franks, noted by Arab visitors, often surprised and disturbed newcomers from the West.

Legal Practices

Native Christians were governed according to the Assizes of the Court of the Bourgeois. Each national group retained its institutions. The Syrians, 
for example, maintained a court overseen by the rais (raʾīs), a chieftain of importance under the Frankish regime. An important element in the 
kingdom’s army, the corps of Turcopoles, made up of lightly armed cavalry units, was composed largely of native Christians, including, apparently, 
converts from Islam. The principle of personality of law applied to all: the Jew took oath on the Torah, the Samaritan on the Pentateuch, the Muslim 
on the Qurʾān, and the Christian on the Gospels.

The Jewish community of Palestine, which had declined in the 11th century, was drastically reduced by the First Crusade. As the Latin kingdom 
settled into a routine of government, however, the situation improved. Indeed, there is reason to believe that the later, more stable regime made 
possible a not-inconsiderable Jewish immigration—not, it seems, as in earlier times, from the neighbouring lands of the Middle East but from 
Europe.

Chapter of the Order of the Temple Held at Paris, 22 April 1147, oil on canvas by François-Marius Granet, 1844; 
in the collections of the Palace of Versailles, Versailles, France.
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Thus, by the 1170s the Crusader states of Outremer, as the area of Latin settlement came to be called, had developed well-established governments. 
With allowance made for regional differences (e.g., Antioch in its early years under the Norman dynasty was somewhat more centralized), the 
institutions of the northern states resembled those of Jerusalem. The governing class of Franks was no longer made up of foreign conquerors but 
comprised local residents who had learned to adjust to a new environment and were concerned with administration. A few—such as Reginald of 
Sidon and William of Tyre, the archbishop and chancellor, respectively—were fluent in Arabic. Many others knew enough of the language to deal 
with the local inhabitants. Franks adopted native dress, ate native food, employed native physicians, and married Syrian, Armenian, or converted 
Muslim women.

But the Franks of Outremer, though they sometimes acquired a love of luxury and comfort, did not lose the will or ability to confront danger; nor 
did they “go native.” In fundamentals, they were Latin Christians who adhered to the traditions of their French forebears. The Assizes were in 
French, and other documents were drawn up in Latin. William of Tyre, born in the East but educated in Europe, wrote a celebrated Historia rerum 
in partibus transmarinis gestarum (History of Deeds Done Beyond the Sea) in the Latin style of the 12th century.

Artists and architects were influenced by Byzantine and Arab craftsmen, but Oriental motifs were usually limited to details, such as doorway 
carvings. A psalter for Queen Melisende in the 12th century, for example, shows certain Byzantine characteristics, and the artist may have lived 
in Constantinople, but the manuscript is in the then current tradition of French art. Castles followed Byzantine models and were often built on the 
old foundations, though Western ideas were also incorporated. New churches were built or additions made to existing structures, as, for example, 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, in the Romanesque style of the homeland.

All in all, the Franks of the First Kingdom developed a distinctive culture and achieved a sense of identity. Until baronial dissensions weakened 
the monarchy in later years, the Latin kingdom showed remarkable vitality and ingenuity. It was one of the more sophisticated governmental 
achievements of the Middle Ages.

Reference: https://www.britannica.com/event/Crusades/The-institutions-of-the-First-Kingdom#ref392410

Jacques de Molay
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Rose Croix Education Pages

A Day In The Life Of A District Education Advisor. Book Him To Upskill Your Lodge Knowledge. (09) 439 4790

You Can Help This 
Newsletter Grow

Send Articles and 
Photo’s to the Editor

A SYSTEM OF 33 DEGREES
Reference: Freemasonry Today 

THE ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED RITE, OR ROSE CROIX, IS ONE OF THE OLDEST ORDERS, YET MANY CRAFT 
FREEMASONS KNOW LITTLE ABOUT IT. THE GRAND SECRETARY GENERAL EXPLAINS HOW THE RITE HAS 
ATTRACTED MORE THAN A QUARTER OF A MILLION MEMBERS WORLDWIDE

Known outside England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland as the Scottish Rite, this order takes as its founding documents 
the Grand Constitutions of 1762 and 1786, the latter written by a group of eminent Freemasons under the titular 
direction of Frederick the Great. 

The first Supreme Council (as national governing bodies of the Rite are known) was founded in South Carolina in 1801, with responsibility for an 
area now known as the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States. A Supreme Council for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States 
was created in 1813, and it is from that body that England and Wales received its warrant of constitution in 1845.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Documents issued with this warrant instructed that membership be restricted to those of the Trinitarian Christian faith, but today (apart from the 
British Isles and three other countries) all Supreme Councils around the world use the Craft requirement of a belief in a Supreme Being.

The Rite consists of 33 degrees, of which (in most jurisdictions) the three degrees of Craft Freemasonry are accepted in lieu of the first three 
degrees of the Rite. Of the remaining 30, different jurisdictions work different degrees, but in England and Wales just five are worked: the 18°, 
30°, 31°, 32° and 33°. The only one worked in chapters is the 18°, known by the grand title of Sovereign Prince of the Rose Croix of Heredom. 
It is from this that the Order gets its nickname in England and Wales: Rose Croix. 

EDUCATING THE MEMBERSHIP 

The 18° is a profound and complex ritual, and one much loved by the members of the Order. The other four degrees are worked only at 
the Order’s headquarters in London. The ‘intermediate degrees’ from the 4° to the 17° are not worked in this country; however, a group of 
ritualists, the King Edward VII Chapter of Improvement, demonstrate one or two of them each year around the country for the education of the 
membership. 

The 30° is roughly equivalent to Past Master and is awarded to those who have successfully completed a year in the Chair of their chapter. 
Degrees beyond the 30° are strictly limited, being granted by the Supreme Council for outstanding service to the Order. These promotions are 
not mere investitures at which a collar or sash is awarded, but a full ritual carried out by the Supreme Council itself. 

Promotion to the 33°, the highest of the Rite, is restricted to Members of the Supreme Council, Inspectors General (roughly equivalent to 
Provincial Grand Masters) and a few other very senior members of the Order. Past members of the 33° have included Their Majesties King 
Edward VII, Edward VIII and George VI, and more recently Their Royal Highnesses The Duke of Kent and Prince Michael of Kent. The Duke of 
Kent is Grand Patron of the Order, an office formerly held by his father, the first Duke.

The Supreme Council collectively acts as Grand Master of the Order. No Council Member can instigate change without the unanimous consent 
of the others, which removes opportunities for confrontation. This also helps to maintain a happy and productive environment while the Council 
strives to work in the best interests of the Order and its members.

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.freemasonrytoday.com/more-news/the-masonic-family-rose-croix%0D
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The Order has a flat structure: there are no Provincial Grand Lodges. Rather, each District is overseen by an Inspector General. There 
is therefore no significant gap in communications between individual members and the Supreme Council, a fact much prized both by the 
membership and the Council itself. The Supreme Council for England and Wales is ‘in amity’ with more than 40 other countries around the 
world, meaning members within this jurisdiction may visit chapters in those countries, thus promoting masonic harmony across the Scottish Rite, 
the largest international masonic community after the Craft.

FACT FILE

With their own terminology, structures and practices, each masonic Order is different from the next. Here we break down the origins, 
requirements and beliefs of Rose Croix.

Why is it called Rose Croix?

The nickname Rose Croix derives from the 18° of the Order, the Rose Croix of Heredom.

I have a friend who’s a member overseas, but he isn’t a Christian. Is he allowed to visit here?

Absolutely. So long as his jurisdiction is one of the 42 countries recognised by England and Wales, he would be welcome to visit any chapter 
here – subject to invitation, of course.

Where is it based?

The UK Order is based at 10 Duke Street, St James’s, London, traditionally known as the Grand East. It moved there in 1910 from its old 
headquarters, which had perhaps the most masonic address in London: 33 Golden Square!

What is the relationship between the Craft and Rose Croix?

Although neither formally recognises the other, in practice the relationship is an extremely close one. The Grand Master, Pro Grand Master and 
Deputy Grand Master are all members of the 33° and the Grand Master is the Grand Patron of the Order. Similarly, all nine Members of the 
Supreme Council are Grand Officers of UGLE.

Who runs it?

The Order is headed by a Supreme Council of nine eminent members. The current Sovereign Grand Commander (Chairman of the Council) is 
Alan Englefield, formerly Provincial Grand Master for Oxfordshire and the first Grand Chancellor of UGLE.

How many members are there?

There are around 27,000 members, with around 24,000 in England and Wales and 
3,000 in its Districts overseas. Worldwide there are many, many more, with more than a 
quarter of a million in the US alone.

Is the country divided into Provinces in the same way as the Craft?

Yes, although in this Order they are called Districts. Each is headed by an Inspector 
General.

What is the supreme council’s emblem?

It is a double-headed eagle surmounted by a crown and holding a sword between its 
claws. A triangle on top of the crown displays the number 33. Underneath reads ‘Deus 
Meumque Jus’, which translates as ‘God and my right’.

Is Rose Croix an ‘invitation only’ Order?

Absolutely not! Membership is open to all those who have been a Master Mason for at 
least one year and are prepared to sign a declaration that they profess the Trinitarian 
Christian faith.

How many people hold the 33°?

There are around 150 members of the 33° in England and Wales, of whom the large 
majority are current or past Inspectors General. Grand Patron - The Duke of Kent
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Masonic Orders in New Zealand with Sovereign Body Overseas

Order of the Allied Masonic Degrees

The Grand Council of the Allied Masonic Degrees was formed in 1879 to bring under its direction all 
lodges of various orders who recognised no central authority and were not regulated by the other 
major governing bodies. Initially the degrees of Grand High Priest, St Lawrence the Martyr, the Red 
Cross of Babylon and Knights of Constantinople placed themselves under the control of this body and 
by 1897 the degrees of Grand Tilers of Solomon, one degree of the Secret Monitor and the Order of 
Holy Wisdom (Knight Templar Priest grades) had also been included. Eventually, however, in 1923 
a Grand College of Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests for England was erected at Newcastle 
and the Grand Council accordingly disclaimed control of this large group of degrees. Following this in 
1931 the Grand Council of Allied Masonic Degrees agreed to cease working their single degree of the 
Secret Monitor.

Early 2000 the Grand Council had 134 Conclaves, most of the in Commonwealth countries and Hong Kong and three in Spain. The order in the 
United States is more extensive. There, the Royal Ark Mariner's degree, the Secret Monitor and the Order of Eri are part of this rite. 

The British order has five degrees:

Grand High Priest. 

This is an amalgamation of two degrees originating from Germany and France in the middle of the 18th century and was 
worked extensively in America around 1802, being in many cases a perquisite or honorary degree conferred on those who 
have presided as, or are elected to the chair of, First Principal of a Holy Royal Arch Chapter. In England there was ample 
evidence of this Holy Order when the Grand Council was formed in 1879 and was one of the first Orders to place itself 
under its aegis. The degree is founded on the Blessing of Abraham and the consecration of Aaron, and the candidate is 
admitted by the President (who represents the King of Salem) and set apart with due ceremonial to the Holy office of Grand 
High Priest in a most beautiful and uplifting enactment. It is usual that this degree is only performed in any Council once in 
every year although this is not a rigid ruling. Membership of this order requires a Mark Master Masonship.

Red Cross of Babylon.

This degree is of considerable antiquity, being closely associated with the Holy Royal Arch and the rebuilding of the second 
Temple of Jerusalem with the candidate bearing the name of Zerubbabel. The legend beginning in the days of Cyrus, King 
of Persia, continues through to the time of Darius and incorporates an outstanding feature of passing a bridge over a river 
which has particular significance. The degree culminates with an intricate debate taken from the First Book of Esdras which 
established the profound maxim ‘great is truth’. In Scotland this degree is found as the Babylonish Pass while in America it 
is annexed to the Templar grades. In both Ireland and America it also constitutes the Order of Knight Masons. The theme 
of this degree is also found in the 15th Degree of the Scottish Rite and with one of the degrees of the Historical Dutch 
Degrees. 

Grand Tilers of Solomon.
 
Under an early title of Select Masters of Twenty Seven, this degree is known to date back in America to 1893. It is very 
similar in character to the degree of Select Master and relates the story of the accidental intrusion of a craftsman into the 
secret vault of KS, where his fate is determined by the three GMs. This degree was conferred on the Earl of Euston, the 

Grand Master of Allied Masonic Degrees, in 1893 with powers to propagate it in England and accordingly it was incorporated under the Grand 
Council of the Allied Masonic Degrees.

Knight of Constantinople.

This degree is an authentic ‘side degree’, where it was customary for one brother to confer it on another and while it is known to have been 
working in America in 1831, its actual origin is unknown. The ritual attempts to connect the legendary Constantine with the masonic fraternity 
and teaches a fine lesson in universal equality and humility; it also incorporates a suggestion of operative influence in an extensive lecture which 
also imbues the lesson of justice.

St. Lawrence the Martyr.

The actual date when this ritual was introduced is not known, but it is believed to have been worked in England two centuries ago. It is generally 
accepted to be the remnants of an old operative ceremony originating from Lancashire and designed to distinguish the true craftsman from the 
speculative mason. While having little masonic connection, the interesting legend relates to the martyrdom of St Lawrence who was afterwards 
canonised for his fidelity and Christian attributes. Understandably the lesson taught is fortitude.
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Copies of the New Zealand Masonic Family Tree Booklet Ver 2 may be ordered from the Editor

The Five Breast Jewels of the Allied Masonic Degrees - England
L- R  St. Lawrence the Martyr, Red Cross of Babylon, Knight of 

Constantinople, Grand Tyler of King Solomon, Grand High Priest . 

Ref: https://freemasonrymatters.co.uk/allied-masonic-degrees/allied-masonic-degrees/

Composite Breast Jewel of the 
Allied Masonic Degrees - England

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=Order%20NZ%20Family%20Tree%20Booklet
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Freemasonry Advertisements in Old New Zealand Newspapers
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Some Important Safety Notices
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A Selection of Limericks By Edward Lear

There was an Old Man with a beard,
Who said, 'It is just as I feared!
Two Owls and a Hen,
Four Larks and a Wren,
Have all built their nests in my beard!'

There was an Old Person of Ischia,
Whose conduct grew friskier and friskier;
He dance hornpipes and jigs,
And ate thousands of figs,
That lively Old Person of Ischia.

There was an Old Man in a boat,
Who said, 'I'm afloat, I'm afloat!'
When they said, 'No! you ain't!'
He was ready to faint,
That unhappy Old Man in a boat.

There was a Young Lady of Hull,
Who was chased by a virulent bull;
But she seized on a spade,
And called out, 'Who's afraid?'
Which distracted that virulent bull.

There was an Old Person of Ems,
Who casually fell in the Thames;
And when he was found
They said he was drowned,
That unlucky Old Person of Ems.

There was an Old Man who said, 'Hush!
I perceive a young bird in this bush!'
When they said, 'Is it small?'
He replied, 'Not at all!
It is four times as big as the bush!'

There was a Young Lady of Russia,
Who screamed so that no one could hush her;
Her screams were extreme,
No one heard such a scream,
As was screamed by that lady of Russia.

There was an Old Person of Ewell,
Who chiefly subsisted on gruel;
But to make it more nice
He inserted some mice,
Which refreshed that Old Person of Ewell.

There was an old man in a tree,
Whose whiskers were lovely to see;
But the birds of the air,
Pluck'd them perfectly bare,
To make themselves nests on that tree.

There is a Young Lady whose nose
Continually prospers and grows;
When it grew out of sight, 
she exclaimed in a fright,
"Oh! Farewell to the end of my nose!"

There was an Old Person of Dean,
Who dined on one pea and one bean;
For he said, 
"More than that would make me too fat,"
That cautious Old Person of Dean.

There was an Old Person of Dover,
Who rushed through a field of blue Clover;
But some very large bees,
Stung his nose and his knees,
So he very soon went back to Dover.

There was an Old Man of Peru,
Who watched his wife making a stew;
But once by mistake,
In a stove she did bake,
That unfortunate Man of Peru.

There was a Young Lady whose bonnet,
Came untied when the birds sate upon it;
But she said: 'I don't care!
All the birds in the air
Are welcome to sit on my bonnet!'
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 Trivial Pursuits Questions for May. 

1 What is the common name for the star Sirius? 
2 What calculating aid was invented by William Oughtred in 1662? 
3 Which Athenian philosopher wrote nothing - immortalised by Plato?
4 Who designed the WW 1 plane Camel and co designed Hurricane? 
5 Crazy Horse and Sitting Bull were born in which US state? 
6 In 1666 Jesuit Bark was used as a prevention against what? 
7 In 1971 which USA space probe was first to orbit another planet? 
8 What links Catalonia, Andalusia, Cantabria, Galicia Regions of? 
9 Ingemar Stenmark won record 85 world cup races in what sport? 
10 Who wrote the music for the ballets Firebird and Rites of Spring? 
11 What common legal item literally means under penalty? 
12 Who was the only person to win world titles on bikes and cars? 
13 What is the oldest swimming stroke? 
14 Which European country is divided into areas called Cantons? 
15 Which medical tool was developed by Sanctorius in 1612? 
16 What weapon was invented by Ernest Swinton used in 1916? 
17 Which mythological King chained grapes rose water fell? 
18 Who created Tarzan (all names) in 1914? 
19 Camellia Sinesis evergreen shrub better known as what? 
20 In 1901 who first transmitted radio signals across Atlantic? 
21 Who won six consecutive Wimbledon titles in the 1980s? 
22 What Italian building material translates as baked earth? 
23 What links Buddy Holly, Lyndon Johnston, Janice Joplin? 
24 Which eponymous character was Thane of Cawder Glaimes? 
25 Who wrote the 39 steps (both names)? 
26 Who won the Superbowl in 1987? 
27 What is the food tofu made from? 
28 Who was the son of Poseidon and Ampherite? 
29 Annie Mae Bullock became famous under which name (both)? 
30 What linked Armenia, Georgia, Latvia and Moldavia? 
31 What is the state capitol of New Jersey? 
32 Who won an Oscar for best supporting actor in Spartacus 1960? 
33 What was invented by James Dewer in 1872? 
34 Who was the Roman goddess of the hearth? 
35 Viticulture is the growing of what plants? 
36 In 1953 what was first successfully transmitted in the USA? 
37 Who wrote the Thin Man in 1934 (both names)? 
38 Angel falls Venezuela Highest but where second Highest? 
39 Whitcome Judson in 1891 invented what for fastening shoes? 
40 Who sold Louisiana to the USA in 1803? 
41 Gregory Pincus, John Rock, Gerhart Domangk developed what? 
42 The Gloucester E 28/39 first flew in 1941 - what was unusual? 
43 Women compete between USA and UK in Wightman Cup - Sport? 
44 Woolworth's - the 5 /10 cent store started in which us state 1979? 
45 Which actress starred in the original King Kong in 1933 (both)? 
46 Except Australia 1 New Zealand 2 USA all since 1870 what? 
47 What's missing from ale that’s included in beer? 
48 Until 1971 what was the name of Zaire? 
49 Karl Lienstater discovered which medical breakthrough in 1901? 
50 Who is the only American president elected unopposed? 
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NO 1 DISTRICT PEOPLE CONTACT INFORMATION AS AT 01 May 2019

Role Name Phone Mobile E-mail
District Grand Master Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 021 528 860 kjburch102@gmail.com
Director Of Ceremonies Trevor Hall 027 471 1665 trev@orcon.net.nz
Grand Steward Hugh	Chamberlain (09) 437 0411 021 263 6935 skey@xtra.co.nz
Grand Steward Roy Scahill (09) 406 7635 021 625 274 scahillr@xtra.co.nz
Education Advisor John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 028 258 85111 john@merlin.net.nz
Property & Heritage Bryan Wiig (09) 437 2840 021 105 6857 wiigy1@orcon.net.nz

Northland Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters and Higher Degrees.

The Hokianga Lodge No. 69

Master: David Kearns Secretary Garth	Coulter
Address: PO Box 86

Rawene 0443
Address PO Box 79

Rawene 0443
E-mail: daveandlk66@gmail.com E-mail karlandgwen@outlook.com
Phone: (09) 405 7595 Phone (09) 405 8246
Mobile: Mobile :

The Mangonui Lodge No. 78

Master : Roy Scahill Secretary : Bob Vartan
Address : 100	Virtue	Crescent	

Tokerau Beach  
RD 3  Kaitaia 0483

Address : 7/7	Freyja	Crescent,	
Coopers	Beach,	
Mangonui 0420

E-mail : scahillr@xtra.co.nz E-mail : arjayvee@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09) 406 7635 Phone : (09) 406 1239
Mobile : 021 625 274 Mobile : 021 155 8540

Lodge Whangarei No. 102

Master : Tim Telfer Secretary : Graeme Whiteman
Address : 444 Marua Road. 

RD 1 
Hikurangi 0181

Address : Townhouse 59 
Jane Mander Village. Kamo 
Whangarei 0110

E-mail : ttelfer@gmail.com E-mail : kamoagain@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 433 7605 Phone : (09) 435 6499
Mobile : 021 217 0223 Mobile : 027 435 6358

The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101

Master : John Anderson Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 4002 SH10

Kaeo 0478
Address : 66 Albert Street

Kawakawa 0210
E-mail : anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 405 1248 Phone :
Mobile : 021 100 7367 Mobile : 021 125 2754
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Lodge Hikurangi No. 140

Master: Ivan Berryman Secretary: Hilton	Cook
Address: Worsnop Road  

RD 6  
Whangarei 0176

Address: 54	Te	Paka	Crescent
Kamo 
Whangarei  0112  

E-mail: eiberryman@xtra.co.nz E-mail: hikalodge@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 433 5847 Phone: (09) 435 0169
Mobile: Mobile:

Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169

Master: John MacDonald Secretary: Graham Rogerson
Address: Unit 11

224 Maunu Road
Whangarei 0110

Address: Unit 6
5 Waiatawa Road, Tikipunga
Whangarei 0112

E-mail: john@merlin.net.nz E-mail: edh7514@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 439 4790 Phone: (09) 437 1598
Mobile: 028 258 85111 Mobile: 021 308 069

Lodge Kororareka No. 304

Master : Robert Goodhue Secretary : Alastair Mitchell
Address : 66 Albert Street

Kawakawa 0210
Address : 1 Gould Street 

Russell 0202
E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com E-mail : alastair@riskandinsurance.co.nz
Phone : Phone : (09) 403 7530

Mobile : 021 125 2754 Mobile : 021 022 34264

Lodge Parahaki No. 269

Master : Shane Stratton Secretary : Robert Goodhue
Address : 286 Puhipuhi Road

Whakapara
Hikurangi 0182

Address : 66 Albert Street
Kawakawa 0210

E-mail : shane@sbsurveyors.co.nz  E-mail : kawakawaclockcompany@gmail.com
Phone : (09) 433 9937 Phone :
Mobile : 027 439 0092 Mobile : 021 125 2754

Lodge Kerikeri No. 402

Master : Gary Best Secretary : Robert Bubendorfer
Address : 140A Kerikeri Inlet Road

Kerikeri 0230
Address : 336/82	Rainbow	Falls	Road

RD 2
Kerikeri 0295

E-mail : metalgary82@hotmail.com E-mail : bob@bubendorfer.net.nz
Phone : (09) 407 9122 Phone : (09) 407 1156
Mobile : 022 436 5764 Mobile : 022 631 0701
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Lodge Hatea No. 431

Master: Hugh	Chamberlain Secretary Kevin Peachey
Address: 142 One Tree Point Road

One Tree Point 
Whangarei

Address : 17 E Albert Street
Whangarei 0110

E-mail: skey@xtra.co.nz E-mail : kevinmp1049@gmail.com
Phone: (09) 437 0411 Phone : (09) 435 2916
Mobile: Mobile: 021 758 822

Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461

Master: Graeme Bell Secretary: John	Farley
Address: 2049	Ngunguru	Road

RD 3 
Whangarei

Address: 163	Church	Street	
Onerahi
Whangarei  0110

E-mail: bellmain@xtra.co.nz E-mail: cathjohnf@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09) 434 3898 Phone: (09) 436 0806
Mobile: Mobile: 027 636 0806

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71

1st 
Principal

Ralph Barber Scribe E : Wayne Maday

Address : 15B Daroux Drive
RD 2
Kerikeri 0295

Address :

E-mail : ralphbarber6@gmail.com E-mail : wmaday@kinect.co.nz
Phone : (09) 401 6413 Phone : (09) 407 8761

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27

1st 
Principal

Vince	Cocurullo Scribe E : Dennis Turner

Address : 40 Otaika Rd
Woodhill
Whangarei 0110

Address : T.B.A

E-mail : vince@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : lpgfalcon@icloud.com
Phone : (09) 438 8834 Phone :  (09) 438-8268
Mobile : Mobile :

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80

1st 
Principal

Stan Kerr Scribe E : Dave Starr

Address : 22	Norfolk	Street	
Reotahi R D 4 
Whangarei 0174

Address : P O Box 54  
Warkworth.  0941

E-mail : stansvan@xtra.co.nz E-mail : starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone : (09) 434 0024 Phone : (09) 425 5664
Mobile : 027 268 8144 Mobile :
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Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65

T.I.M.: Hilton	Cook Recorder: Mark	Norgate
Address: Address :
E-mail: hilton.cook@xtra.co.nz E-mail : mhnorgate@clear.net.nz
Phone: (09) 435-0169 Phone : (09) 435-4027
Mobile: Mobile:

Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80

T.I.M.: Peter	Copeman Recorder: Dave Starr
Address: Address: P O Box 54  

Warkworth.  0941
E-mail: E-mail: starrdust@xtra.co.nz
Phone: (09) 432-7663 Phone: (09) 425 5664
Mobile: Mobile:

Knights Templar - Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17

Preceptor: Brian Mulcahy Secretary: Garry Larsen
Address : Address : 5A Melody Lane, 

Kaitaia 0410
E-mail : E-mail : glars@slingshot.co.nz
Phone : (09)-408-1456 Phone : (09) 408-2309
Mobile : Mobile :

Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No. 45

M.E.S: Vince	Cocurullo Secretary: Steve Shervell
Address : 40 Otaika Rd

Woodhill
Whangarei 0110

Address : 3 Koromiko Lane
R D 5
Whangarei 0110

E-mail : info@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail : steve.shervell@hotmail.com
Phone : (09) 438-883 Phone : (09) 459-5932
Mobile : 021 438 952 Mobile : 027 479 1333

Order of the Secret Monitor

Supreme 
Ruler

Lindsay Stichbury Secretary: Pat Severinsen

Address : 58A Garbolino Road
RD 5 
Wellsford 0975

Address : 15 Rolling Stone Rise
Tikipunga 
Whangarei 0112

E-mail : cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail : pladseve@xnet.co.nz
Phone : (09) 431 5544 Phone : (09) 435 1008
Mobile : 025 304 200 Mobile :


