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“Any fool can know. 
The point is to understand.”

― Albert Einstein

 
Notes: 

1.  This newsletter is distributed free of charge.
2.  To subscribe or unsubscribe send an e-mail to the   
 Editor
3.  Letters to the Editor and other contributions are   
 welcome. Send an e-mail to the Editor.
4.  The views expressed in this newsletter are those of   
	 the	contributors	only	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the		
	 official	policy	or	position	of	Freemasons	New	Zealand		
 or any other agency, organisation, employer or   
 company.
5.		 Unless	specifically	named,	articles	in	this	newsletter			
 do not refer to any person living or dead.

© W.Bro John MacDonald 2019

Some Quick Reads
Only Five Degrees Once Recognised By GL of NZ
When the first Book of Constitution for the then new Grand Lodge 
of New Zealand was approved on the 13th Day of October 1891  
at a cost of two shillings (20c) per copy, Rule 9 states that the 
Grand Lodge of New Zealand recognised only 5 Degrees as being 
pure, ancient Masonry viz: - Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, 
Master Mason, Mark Master and the Holy Royal Arch. 

The following year the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 
New Zealand was constituted and that body decided to follow the 
Scottish system and include another degree of Excellent Master.
The Grand Lodge of New Zealand then changed it’s ruling in later 
editions and recognised all 6 Degrees as being pure and ancient 
Freemasonry. 

Of particular interest in all this is that to be a candidate for Royal 
Arch, one had to be an “Installed Master”. This was fine for a 
candidate who had been installed in the chair of his Lodge but 
for someone who had not there was and option of an “Installed 
Masters Degree” available in other Constitutions which made it 
possible to get around this problem..

The meaning of nursery rhymes - 'Mary, Mary, quite contrary'
 

Mary, Mary quite contrary
How does your garden grow

With silver bells and cockle shells
and pretty maids all in a row

The poem, with its sarcastic undertones, refers to Mary, Queen of 
Scots, who was widely regarded as a contrary, or difficult woman. 
She was also a staunch Roman Catholic who went contrary to the 
Protestant trend in Scotland and. England. 

The silver bells refer to the trappings of the Catholic, Church. Cockle 
shells, used as badges by pilgrims, were sewn on the dress Mary 
wore for her wedding to the French Dauphin. 

The garden reference is a sarcastic play on the word 'plot' and 
alludes to the many plots she became involved in. The 'Babington 
Plot' cost her, her life. 

The pretty maids' refers to her ladies-in-waiting, 'the four Mary's'. 
These ladies accompanied her to France where, at the age of 15 
she was wedded to Francis, the heir to the French throne. 

They remained her constant companions throughout the rest of her 
life and were still with her on the day of her execution by beheading 
in 1587, aged 44.

From The Research Lodge of Southland No 415

From The Research Lodge of Otago No 161
Question: Which of the tassels pendant to the corners of the Lodge 
represents each of the four Cardinal Virtues?

This question was well discussed, many Brethren adding interesting 
and useful information, but none seemed to have the answer which 
apparently the questioner hoped to obtain.

Briefly, the opinion expressed—for few definite facts were revealed—
was that, while there is a definite order in which the four Cardinal Virtues 
are mentioned in the Tracing Board address, there nevertheless seems 
elsewhere in Masonic literature a notable lack of conformity as to the 
sequence. There is seemingly no relationship between the several 
corners of the Lodge and the position of the Tracing Board, for the latter 
is required "to be placed in a prominent position" only. Furthermore, the 
custom of perambulating the Lodge while explaining the Tracing Board 
would in itself render a precise identification of the corners impossible.

The Master, W.Bro. D. R. Brickell, contributed the following information 
from Mackey's Encyclopaedia, and this sums up the position at present: 
In the French and English First Tracing Boards 's there are four tassels, 
one at each angle, which are attached to a cord which surrounds it and 
which constitutes the true "tessellated border." These four points are 
described as referring to the four principal points—the guttural, pectoral, 
manual and pedal - and through them to the four Cardinal Virtues : 
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice.

W. Bro. Brickell added : "I can find no reference to any one tassel referring 
to any one of the particular virtues, nor can I find any reference which 
placed any one particular virtue above another in importance. Therefore, 
it seems to me the tassels cannot he separated or designated, but must 
be considered as an entity." It is hoped that these notes satisfy the 
questioner.
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Editorial November 2019

Editor North News

With the 25th November just around the corner, my Investiture as Grand Lecturer, Northern Division, is looming on the 
horizon. Along with all the new Grand Lodge team, I am looking forward to the challenges ahead over the next three years 
and beyond when we too will “time expire”.

All of us recognise that it is a great honour to be called to serve as Grand Lodge Officers in the various roles that are laid 
down for us and hope that at the end of our terms, history will look kindly on our efforts.

With the change in my own personal role, there will be some changes in the Northland District in terms of Education/
Training and Communications. The District Grand Master (elect) VW Bro Ron McCracken has set up a team to assist him 
in his duties and these will be announced separately. I have been invited to be part of this team and am looking forward 
to continuing to contribute in that role.

A new District Secretary has been appointed and will take over the role of notifying all subscribing Brethren in Northland 
of events and activities that are coming up. This newsletter and the role of District Education Advisor will be filled by a new 
face, e-mail address, and phone number. The two separate G-mail addresses will continue for the time being.

I am going to continue writing/editing a new Divisional newsletter which, at the moment, is to be given the name “Mātauranga 
Hou” which means “New Knowledge”. The reason for the name is quite simple. There has been a move, driven from the 
top of the Craft, to replace the word “Education” in our Masonic vocabulary with the word “Knowledge”. 

The reasoning behind this is that if the word “Education” appears on a Lodge notice paper, there is good statistical 
evidence which shows that, just as happens with the words “reading of the Lodge By-Laws”, the attendance at the next 
meeting plummets. E-mails and phone calls pour into the Lodge Secretary with apologies being offered. Unfortunately, for 
many, “Education” brings back bad memories of school days, sitting on the floor with arms and legs crossed, and trying to 
listen to some old bumble bee droning on about a topic that had no great interest to the listeners. Although wooden desks 
and chairs have been replaced, and presentation styles altered dramatically over the last 30 or so years, arm chairs and 
warm rooms are much more attractive than a cold, damp, early 20th Century Lodge room in the middle of winter.

Although I will be assisting five District Grand Masters, rather than one, I hope to still play an active role in Northland 
District when invited to do so. No doubt the bouquets and brickbats will continue to be handed out for my performances. I 
hope that will continue - as in the past. 

I will co-edit one more North News in December and after that gracefully bow out as Editor, confident that Education and 
Training in the No 1 Northland District will be in good hands under the superintendence of the new District Grand Master 
and his team.

A big thanks to all of you who have encouraged and supported me over the last 6 years. I am well aware that I have not 
always been the flavour of the month in some quarters, however I have no regrets for what I have tried to contribute. As 
the old saying says - “You cannot please everyone all of the time”. 

My best wishes to the incoming District Grand Lodge team, Masters and Brethren of the Lodges in the District, and also 
those who put in that little bit extra and support the six Degrees of Freemasonry, and the other branches of our Masonic 
Family, which work together here in Te Tai Tokerau.

Fraternally
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What's Happened in Northland Recently

Monday 14th October, Lodge Whangarei No 102 welcomed Mr Jason Ritchie into the Lodge where he was initiated according to ancient form. 
Lodge Hatea No 431 were there en masse with their Entered Apprentice, Toby Kaipo, to witness the Master, W.Bro Tim Telfor, supported by 
competent Brethren, to deliver the obligation and other charges of the Degree.

Bro Jason has an interesting biography which is loaded onto the Northern Division Website carousel. 

The photo shows the Master of Whangarei No 102, Bro Jason and his proposer, Bro Dave Laverick, who is Secretary for the Lodge

Lodge Whangarei No 102 - 1st Degree

W.Bro John Edwin Farley. PGBB (R.I.P)

Initiated Lodge Whangarei No 102  09/02/1981
Passed Lodge Whangarei No 102  09/03/1981
Raised Lodge Whangarei No 102  13/07/1981

Junior Warden  Lodge Whangarei No 102 13/05/1985 -12/05/1986
Senior Warden  Lodge Whangarei No 102 12/05/1986 - 11/05/1987
Master  Lodge Whangarei No 102  11/05/1987 - 08/05/1988 
Junior Warden Lodge Whangarei No 102  14/05/1990 - 12/05/1991
Senior Warden Lodge Whangarei No 102  10/05/1999 - 07/05/2000
Master Lodge Whangarei No 102  08/05/2000 - 13/05/2001
Lodge Secretary  Lodge Whangarei No 102  24/05/2007 - 08/05/2017
Lodge Secretary  Okara Daylight Lodge No 461  10/11/2017 -14/06/2019
Lodge Treasurer  Okara Daylight Lodge No 461 5/09/2018 - 22/10/2019  

Past Grand Bible Bearer  19/11/2010

Ceased Labour  23/10/2019
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A New Newsletter For The Northern Division.

From February 2020 a new newsletter will be available for Email-out to complement the Northern Division Website information. The intention is 
that with a District Education Advisor or Development Officer in each District, these people will be proactive in taking photos at events in their 
District and submitting them for publication in the Newsletter. As a Division of some 2096 members, grouped into 5 Districts and 76 Lodges it is 
important that we all see what is happening in our Division and share in the recognition of the work of our members, and their Lodges. Anyone is 
welcome to submit a photo or photos with a short description of the event and importantly the names of the people in the photos if possible. This 
newsletter will not replace the current or future District Newsletters that are produced but once again complement them. An editor has only so 
much time and space for each edition which means that some events don’t get photographed and written up. 

There is a lot of evidence that has been gathered over the last few years which proves that, as Freemasons, we now have different needs, likes, 
and dislikes, to those that were around when the Grand Lodge of New Zealand was first formed in 1890. Even as recently as 30 years ago, 
Brethren would still flock to a Lodge when a Grand Lecturer was presenting a paper on some subject of interest. Back then, all our Provinces had 
some superb Lecturers who could hold an audience enthralled for an hour, or even longer, with gripping logic, confidence, and knowledge of their 
subjects. The ANZ Masonic Research Council has an excellent library of over 6000 papers which have been presented over many years, as do 
the Research Lodges in our Divisions. Even today, many older Lodges have a library which has been maintained with much tender, loving, care for 
more than 100 years. Contained therein are records of proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand and other Constitutions along with books 
written by people who have spent years researching their subject and putting it into a print copy format. Today there are many of our members, 
both in New Zealand and around the world, who continue this tradition of research and presentation which they frequently make available via the 
Internet for individuals to read/download rather than standing at a lectern or podium in front of a live audience to share their research.

What has also changed is the way that an audience wants the information presented. Mention a “Grand Lecturer” being the work of the evening 
today and you can be sure that the attendance figures will be down for that meeting. Few people will travel any distance today to hear a speaker,  
no matter how good their presentation skills, as they deliver their topic. It would be interesting to do a head count today if the late Billy T James 
or Fred Dagg were the presenter. Even comedians as skilled as they were, have trouble dragging people away from their television sets, laptops, 
tablets, or smart phones to go and listen to a live performance. Facebook, and other social networking options win every time.

So why the proposed name? Again the words education and training are not the flavour of the month anymore just as “once upon a time” politicians 
and bureaucrats “talked with the people” - now they “engage” with them . This “change trend” is there amongst our leaders to update our jargon 
and use the word “Knowledge” rather than “Education”.  Hence Mātauranga Hou - meaning New Knowledge.

Māori Knowledge Story

Many lesser known languages, particularly those that have not had written characters associated with them until quite recently, have a beautiful 
way of using a story, poem, or picture(s) that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning. This is known as allegory. The classical languages 
with their written characters offer many more words to describe meanings rather than leave the listener to decipher hidden messages. They are 
much more “verbose” in explaining allegorical concepts.

Here is an example from the New Zealand Māori language which takes the word for knowledge and along with a combination of two other words 
weaves it into an allegory to suggest how knowledge is acquired, absorbed, and understood, by a person or people.

1. Mātauranga (knowledge).   Actually, two words combined. Mātau = hook Ranga – to pull in. 
   Interpret  this as “It’s raining”.
2. Mōhiotanga (to understand knowledge or information).  Interpret this as “the rain is soaked up by the earth or people on the earth  
   holding out their hands to catch the falling knowledge or information”
3. Māramatanga (enlightened understanding, clarity).  Interpret this as “The sun comes out” or the knowledge or information is  
   understood”

Let’s all try and ensure that when we communicate or present “Knowledge” we remember this allegory and ensure that our readers/listeners 
receive and enjoy the messages we are sharing with “Māramatanga”.
 

DRAFT
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Not Exactly Northland District But Certainly Newsworthy!

Saturday 19th October 2019 saw the Consecration of new Lodge in South Auckland - Matariki No 476. Following this 
ceremony, the first Master, W.Bro Jeffrey France was installed into the Chair of King Solomon.

A quick head count revealed that approx 190 Grand Lodge Officers, Worshipful Brethren, Brethren, Ladies and distinguished 
guests were seated in the Kiwi Ballroom of the Jet Park Hotel in Mangere for the first of these two ceremonies. Several 
Entered Apprentices were present and given a special welcome by the Grand Master. 

114 Brethren signed the petition to the Grand Master for the formation of this new Lodge and many of them were there to 
witness this historical event. The Grand Secretary, VW Bro Duane Williams, read the petition and also the contents of the 
Charter to the assembled audience.

There were a number of features which made this Saturday particularly special. Amongst these were the presence of the 
current team of Senior Grand Lodge and incoming Grand Lodge Officers with the Grand Master, MW Bro Mark Winger, 
conducting what will be probably one of his last major events before his term of Office concludes on the 15th November.

The gold Consecration vessels were brought up from their safe keeping in 
Wellington for the occasion and were used in accordance with our ancient 
tradition of the Consecration ritual. 

A superb oration was given by Bro Tyrone Adams, MM, who skilfully told the story 
of the Matariki - the cluster of stars also known as the Pleiades. Many Māori tell 
of the seven stars as a mother and her daughters. The mother is Matariki, and her 
daughters are Tupu-ā-nuku, Tupu-ā-rangi, Waipunarangi, Waitī, Waitā, and Ururangi. 
He blended this traditional legend into the aims and aspirations of Freemasonry with 
great expertise. Applause followed his flawless presentation.

Another notable moment occurred when the Grand Master asked the Grand Director 
of Ceremonies, VW Bro Graeme Houston, to place him in the West. The Grand Master 
then invited Mrs Houston to stand beside her husband while he was invested with the 
apron, collar and jewel of Past Grand Warden. This was a complete surprise for RW 
Bro Graeme who shed a few tears of joy at the honour bestowed on him. Throughout 
the rest of the ceremony and the Installation which 
followed he was quite correctly referred to as Right 
Worshipful by all who addressed him. 

Lastly a 50 year Service Badge was presented to VW Bro Terence Eacock, 
P Dist GM, recognising his service to Freemasonry in New Zealand in general and 

the Sth. Auckland area in particular.
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A brief adjournment followed after which the Installation ceremony began with only Brethren present. Representatives 
from our Sister Constitutions were received into the Lodge Room by VW Bro John Lukaszewicz, District Grand Master 
Counties Hauraki who then received the Grand Master and the Officers of Grand Lodge.

Another unique moment occurred towards the end of this ceremony when VW Bro Mark 
Fraser, Grand Supt. Ceremonies, presented the Master of the Lodge, W.Bro Jeffrey France, 
with the Māori Working Tools, consisting of the Three Threads, (Black, White, and Red), and 
the Needle.

The Lodge closed in Peace, Love, and Harmony and was followed by a dinner and three Masonic Toasts.

The Grand Master, Master of Lodge Matariki No 476, and Brethren Present for the Consecration & Installation

Refectory Tables Set and Waiting

(All the photos in this article are courtesy of VW Bro Kerry Doherty. P Dist GM. Thank you.)
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What's Coming Up In the North in November

NZ Lodge Secretaries - Create A Printable Calendar of NZ 
Craft Lodges On The Web by Clicking the “Do It” Button.

Your Northern Division Website Team Are Here To Help

028 258 85111

Contact Us If You Need A Hand Or Want To Contribute

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27
Tuesday	5th	November	7.30pm
Whangarei Masonic Centre
Installation

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71
Thursday	7th	November	7.30pm
Kaikohe Lodge Rooms
Excellent Degree - Steve Hammerton

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80
Thursday	28th	November	11.00am	
Rodney Lodge Warkworth
Mark Degree (Emulation)

B.O.I Cryptic No 65 
No	Meeting

Mahurangi No 80 Cryptic Council
No	Meeting

Whangarei Rose Croix No 45
Saturday	9th	November	11.00am
Whangarei Masonic Centre
Enlightenment Day (Come along and participate!)

Kaitaia Knights Templar No 17
Tuesday	22nd	November	7.00pm
Kaikohe Masonic Centre
Temple Degree Practice

Northland Conclave No 7
Saturday	16th	November	10.30	am
Whangarei Masonic Centre
TBA

Concorde Mark No 580 EC
Wed	6th	November	6.30pm
Whangarei Masonic Centre
Advancement - Steve Hammerton

St George Royal Arch Chapter No 1801 EC
No	Meeting

Zealandia Royal Arch Chapter No 2072 EC
Thursday	21	November	7.30pm
Kaikohe Masonic Centre
Domestic Meeting

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php


- 9 -



- 10 -



- 11 -



- 12 -

Contribute an Article to North News. It’s This Easy
(Fill in the Form mailed with this newsletter)

Take Your Phone and Take Lots of Photos of Event

Select One or Two Photos Only  
to Create the Story

Write Your Story - 100 words Max

Send Your Photo(s) and Story To The Editor

northnewsnz@gmail.com

Irish Craic and Humour. Try It - You’ll Like It!
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Click Here To Donate Online

A “Do You Know That” for November

From The Grand Lodge of Antient Free and Accepted Masons of Scotland

THE INSTALLED MASTER'S CEREMONY

The highest degree in Freemasonry, within Scottish Freemasonry at least, is that of the 'High and 
Sublime Degree of Master Mason'. Where then does that leave the ceremony of Installed Master?

The present Installation Ceremony was introduced into Scottish Freemasonry in order that Masters, 
and Past Master, of Scottish Lodges could visit English and Welsh Lodges on the same 'level' as their 
counterparts. The introduction of the ceremony of Installed Master from England to Scotland officially 
took place in 1870 and was officially adopted as part of Scottish Masonic ritual by GLoS in 1872. It is 
from 1870 that the records of those being Installed as Masters of a Scottish Lodge commence.

However, the introduction of the ceremony was not welcomed with open arms in Scotland. Many 
Scottish Freemasons rejected the 'imposition' of a non-Scottish Masonic ceremony and it was not 
until the outbreak of WWI when, given the circumstances of the time, many differences were put 
aside. From then on we find that those Installed as Master of a Lodge are all recorded in Grand Lodge 
records.

The ceremony of Installed Masters in Scotland was adapted from that imported from England. Both 
constitutions include an 'Inner Working' but which are delivered differently. This means that an Installed 
Master from a Scottish Lodge can attend the Installation of a Brother in an American or Canadian 
Lodge because those do not have an Inner Working.

That means that a Master or Past Master of an American or Canadian Lodge cannot attend a Scottish Installation because they are not in 
possession of the secrets conveyed during the Inner Working'. However, a Scottish Freemason (a Reigning Master or Past Master) cannot attend 
an Installation Ceremony in the USA if that Installation is OPEN - that is non-Masons are present.

We suggest that whatever you intend to do in terms of Masonic travel you always check with your Grand Lodge for advice as to where you are 
going and what you would intend to do when you are there.

A salutary lesson was a Freemason who was invited to visit a Masonic Lodge in the Middle East only to find that he was the only male present!

We were taught to be cautious!!

Reigning Masters Breast Jewel

https://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/donate/june-appeal-2018/
https://www.facebook.com/GrandLodgeScotland/photos/the-installed-masters-ceremonythe-highest-degree-in-freemasonry-within-scottish-/1001231406629107/


- 14 -

Business Ads for Masonic Businesses

Cocurullo Masonic Supplies

Blue Lodge NZ$
Entered Apprentice Apron 30.00
Fellowcraft	Apron 40.00
Master Mason Apron 60.00
Masters Apron 80.00
White Gloves (pair) 10.00
Blue Collar 30.00
Master	and	Warden	Cuffs	(pair) 50.00

Royal Arch
Apron and Sash 75.00
Collar 30.00

Other Orders
Secret Monitor Sash 60.00

Other Items
Sprig of Acacia Pin 3.00
Sprig of Acacia Pins (2) 5.00
Red Poppy with Square & Compasses 3.00
Red Poppy with Square & Compasses (2) 5.00

Phone (09) 438 8834 or E-mail Vince: fm@cocurullo.co.nz

Need A Ride To A Masonic Function?

Book the Van. Seats 11 People

Phone: (09) 434 0285

Mobile: 027 641 9906

E-mail: stanandbarb@xtra.co.nz
Barbara & Stan

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TODAY

mailto:fm%40cocurullo.co.nz?subject=
mailto:stansvan%40xtra.co.nz?subject=Van%20Please
https://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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The Craft Lodge Education Pages

The Toowoomba Lodge of Research - March 2007

The Grand Orient of France. By W.Bro Jed Perkins

One Masonic Response to Modernity Tonight, I wish to consider the Grand Orient of France, a. Masonic 
fellowship that is no longer (since 1877) ‘just, perfect, and regular’. I wish to query as to why this has 
happened and does its action and existence pose any questions for our fellowship in Australia. 

Firstly, I would contend that 'just, perfect and regular’ Freemasonry is a bearer of traditional western values 
from a protestant prospective. I will define what I believe these to be then. I will contend that a great part of 
the west has departed from these values. Thirdly, I will contend that the Grand Orient of France has given 
one response to this change. Finally I will ask what questions their action poses for us. 

Our values in the west grew out of the experience of the Hebrew people and Greek philosophy. Archaeology forms critical study of the Hebrew 
Scriptures demonstrates that at 1000 BC Israel was very much like the nations about them. They were more polytheistic than monotheistic. We 
can see this in the early Psalms. God takes his stand in the court of heaven to deliver judgment among the god's themselves. Gods? You may be 
sons of the most high God yet you shall die like man. Ps. 82. YHWH (Yahweh) is the most powerful of all the gods But other Gods are as real as 
YHWH (Yahweh). The one sight of the YHW Hist temple near Jerusalem has not an Altar to YHWH but also a place for the worship of the Queen 
of Heaven. YHWH is the local god around Jerusalem. Other Gods preside over other areas. The destruction of the first temple and exile was a 
crisis to the tribe of Judea that found itself in Babylon. YHWH was in Jerusalem, how could they worship? By the rivers of Babylon we set down 
and wept. How can we sing The Lord's song in a strange land? Ps; 137 

But the conquest of Babylon by Cyrus changed the views of the exiles. The Persians were Zoroastrians. They believed that there was one God 
over the whole world. The God of light-Mazda would in the end conquer the forces of darkness. History was moving in a positive direction. The 
Hebrew tribe of Judea went into exile believing in a tribal god and a nature religion. They returned from the exile to build the second temple as 
Jews who believed that their god was the only true god, that history was moving toward an end, and that they were part of that end. To the Jewish 
experience was added Greek philosophy. Alexander conquered Judea and brought the thoughts of the Greek philosophers. Plato believed that 
this world was an out of focus reflection of the real, more perfect, higher world. Reason and spirit were above, flesh and passion were below. Men 
were rationally above, women were passionate below. In his Republic, he believed that only the rational men should rule. Others should obey. He 
believed that the world should be rightly ordered. The Greek word 'cosmos' implies form and order. The universe was hierarchical and at the top 
was the supreme being the 'Great Architect of the Universe.' Reason can perceive the true order built into the universe. By the time of Constantine, 
Greek philosophy and the experience of the Hebrew people had merged in Christianity. One has only to look as Constantine’s church in Revina 
Italy to see Christianity as Platonism for the masses. The icons (pictures) are windows into heaven. Constantine’s the Emperor of this world. 
The Christ is the Emperor of the perfect world above. Jesus a homeless unemployed, criminal is now the Emperor of the perfect world above. 
Christendom is hierarchical in structure. The Christ rules the world above; the king rules the world below. Our government, family, and workplace 
is based upon a hierarchical structure. The real world is perfect. 0ur world must be perfected. Western art, buildings, landscapes are attempts at 
perfection. Compulsive obsessive disorder and anorexia are misguided attempts at perfection. The saint is one who perfects his inner life and is 
pure. Reason must rule over passion.

Truth is in-build in the universe. We by reason make scientific discoveries of what is already there. Moral law is inbuilt into the universe. Reason 
can discover it. History is on a path towards perfection. In Revelation (Ch 21) the perfectly heavenly Jerusalem comes down from above to 
transform the earth. The myth of progress is inbuilt in the western story, Hitler, Marx, and G. Bush all look toward a Utopia. The ritual of our Lodge 
is hierarchical ‘some must rule and others obey’ A Mason is taught the all important duties you owe to God. Neighbour and yourself. " Duty to 
higher powers is central to Freemasonry. Perfection is Masonic philosophy. The imperfect Ashler must be built into the perfect Ashler - our lives are 
a work in progress. In the Mark Degree, the stone is given to the Master overseer and if found perfect sent to the temple. The Apron is a, symbol 
that reason must overrule passions. The ‘G’ in the centre or the lodge reminds us that geometry is built into the fabric of nature. Truth is out there 
to be discovered. Morality is built into nature. In the First Degree, Freemasonry is the breadth and length over the surface of the earth, in depth 
from the centre of the earth to the height of the canopy of heaven. The covering of the Lodge is the celestial canopy. History has a goal. We are 
on a journey. We seek the perfect Grand Lodge above. We have the spark of immortality within and we seek the higher world. 

We seek perfection. In Albert Pike's Morals and Dogma, American Scottish Rite Freemasonry is described as ‘the lodge or Perfection’. Freemasonry 
is also influenced by the Protestant Reformation. When Martin Luther refused to confirm to the church, he asserted his right to private judgment - 
informed by conscience and reason. By 1620 Lord Herbert of Churbury taught that the "true universal” or "catholic church” is the invisible church 
of all those people of good will around the world who "believe in the great ‘common notions’ or universal truths of natural theology." 

Freemasonry, at its formation as a speculative order, was in a society that accepted its teachings as given truths. At least this is true for more 
educated people. But sense that time the Grand Orient or France has had to respond to basic changes in outlook on the continent. Immanual Kant 
(1724-1804) in his seminal work critique of Pure Reason (l78l) challenged the basic assumptions of western thought, He discussed the limit of 
human knowledge. He contended that we cannot see things as they are but that the human mind organizes experience. 

This seems like a small insight but it has had great effects. A supreme being may or may not exist but what we think about him is our own thoughts. 
Volteire (1694-1788) is credited to have stated that when God made us in his image he was quick to return the compliment. 
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Most European do not deny the existence of a Supreme Being, they think it irrelevant. Science doesn’t discover anything; models are made to 
explain our experience and experiments are done to disprove the models. Our moral values are culturally determined, and sexuality is a social 
construct. 

The Grand Orient of France was the first Lodge to have to deal with this primary change in paradigm. In 1877 they "allowed those who had no belief 
in a Supreme Being to become member". In a 'just, perfect and regular Lodge is defined to be "an assemblage of Freemasons, duly congregated, 
having to sacred writings, Square, and Compass" (Pike Morals and Dogma p.7) 

In the French Lodge "the three dots, the set square and the compass" define a Lodge. The three dots represent the motto of the Republic - Liberty, 
Equality, Fraternity. The Grand Orient is motivated by two great principles which are apparently contradictory: ‘the respect for a tradition inherited 
from the founders of Freemasonry and the search for the improvement of men and society’. 

It is the oldest Masonic organization in continental Europe founded in 1733. Among its member have been Voltaire, La Fayette , Garibaldi, and 
Ben Franklin. Though women have been admitted (in 1744 the Duchess of Bourbon being elected first Grand Mistress of France) at present it 
only recruits and affiliates men. 

In 2000 it had 41000 members in 950 Lodges in France and overseas. The President of the Lodge is the Worshipful Master, 
the Speaker, Treasurer, and Hospitaller. They are elected each year by the members. It appears that the Speaker is in charge 
of ritual and the Hospitaller the festal board. 

The Convent (General assembly) is composed of a delegate from each Lodge. They elect the Grand Master of France. The Lodge has seven 
degrees: "those of Craft Masonry, plus the Elect, Scotch Master, Knight of the East, and Rose Croix. I would suspect that these would be like the 
ninth, fifteenth, eighteenth of the Ancient and Accepted Rite. Read more about on the Scotch Master. 

One of the chief principles of the Grand Orient is ‘Laicite’ It has two bases, one ethical (a complete freedom of moral conscience), the other legal 
('the separation of churches and religion from the state). While in the United States freedom of religion is freedom to believe, in Europe it is freedom 
from the totalitarian power of the Church. The Grand Orient aims at "freedom of the mind; liberation in regard to all dogmas; the right to believe or 
not to believe in God; the autonomy of thought concerning religions; emancipation of life styles in relation to taboos, prevailing ideas and dogmatic 
rules." (Laicite) It "aims in this context to give man the means to acquire a complete lucidity, a full responsibility for his thoughts and actions. It is 
strongly opposed to racism." 

"From being a sort of 'club' as in England, the Masonic Lodges which very quickly spread in" France "became a sounding board of these great 
ideas and turned into places where the debates about emancipation of man and society took place" 

The Lodges seem to be more like our Lodges of Research and every year the Grand Lodge assigns several subjects from current affairs, social 
or economic questions to each Lodge for open discussion. In preparing this lecture two questions occurred to me. Firstly, if the western paradigm 
is changing radically, will the values of the Craft seem relevant to society? Secondly, are our values so far from the new generation, that we have 
become a religion, with a dogma and creedal test?

Motto of the French republic on the tympanum of a church 
in Aups, Var Département.

This was installed after the 1905 law on the 
Separation of the State and the Church. 

Such inscriptions on a church are very rare; 
This one was restored during the 1989 bicentennial of the 

French Revolution.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La%25C3%25AFcit%25C3%25A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Rite%23Scots_Master_Degree
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    Price  Quantity  
Lodge Attendance Register  $      110.00  

   Bible  -  Masonic  $        80.00    
 Bible  -  English Standard  $        22.00  

   Book of Constitution Complete( with cover ) $        30.00  Under Review  
Book of Constitution (without cover)  $        22.00  

   Book of Constitution  (cover only)  $        10.00  
   A5 size Ritual Book of Three Degrees (prompt's copy)  $        30.00  
  

 
Small A7 size Ritual Book  $        20.00  

  
 

Directory – 2016 Edition ( Book )  $          5.00  
   Book of Proceedings 2013 (produced every third Year )  $        10.00  
  

 
Education Book - EA  $          5.00  

   Education Book - FC  $          5.00  
   Education Book - MM  $          3.00   

  Education Book - Mentor  $          4.00  
   Memory Stick - Initiate                     $       10.00    

Education Book - Binder & Slip Cover  $        15.00  
   Freemasons Lapel Pin   $          5.00    

Freemasons Reflective Road Sign (set of 2 signs)       $      120.00   
  

 
Freemason Stamps ( Sheet of 10 )                                                                     $       10.00           

  
 

 
Brochures 

    Forms of Application (New Candidates ) Free 
   Forms of Application (Joining Members ) Free 
   Planning for your Lodge's Future Free 
   Lodge Secretary Handbook Free 
   Simple Answers Free    

Control of the Lodge Free 
   What is Freemasonry  Free 
   Planning for your Lodge’s Future Free    

Order in the House                                      Free    
Enhancing the Roles in the Lodge Free    
Enhancing Fellowship in Your Lodge Free    
Enhancing Lodge Membership, Growth and Retention Free    
Wallet Card:  What is Freemasonry  Free 

   The Freemasons Charity   Free 
   Bible Labels Free 
  

 
Guidance for Trustees Free    
     

       The Grand Lodge Office   Bank Account          
Freemasons New Zealand   ANZ Freemasons NZ   
Bank Account details   060 501 0515 360 04    
P O Box 6439 
Marion Square 
Wellington 6141 
      

Items Available From National Office
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Royal Arch Masonry Education Pages

The Research Lodge of Otago Vol. 10, No. 15 November 1993 

THE MEANING AND PRESENTATION OF THE NEW ZEALAND CHAPTER DEGREES 
by E Comp P GLENIE, P G Z (Convenor - Ritual Committee) 

INTRODUCTION 

Our Degrees are difficult to understand fully and demand thought and study. A Chapter cannot present the Degrees  
intelligently to its candidates unless those involved understand exactly what they are endeavouring to portray. These notes therefore offer a brief 
explanation of each Degree. 

MARK DEGREE 

This Degree largely follows the style of the Craft Degrees and it is an accident of history that 
has placed it in the same group as the Royal Arch Degrees. It is operative in character, teaches 
moral not spiritual lessons and it is a natural sequence to the Fellow Craft. In portraying the 
organisation of workmen involved in quarrying and preparing the stones for Salomon’s Temple, 
it concerns itself with one of the "lodges" or groups, ruled over by a Mark Master and with the 
normal complement of Overseers and Workmen. 

The Candidate first enters the Chapter Room, now a Mark Master's Lodge, and there proves 
himself to the Principal Officers as qualified for advancement beyond the Degree of Master 
Mason. He is told how the Fellow Craft must first become a Mark Man - i.e. he must receive and 
register a Mark and learn how to present it at the Mark Man's aperture to draw wages for his 
work. Thereafter he is obligated in the usual way, to protect the secrets of the Degree.

Now qualified for advancement beyond the status of a Mark Man, he leaves the Mark Lodge to visit the quarries where he is to develop his skill 
and earn admission to the group of more competent workmen who have become Mark Masters or Overseers. His progress is not straight forward. 
A plan (which he has previously glimpsed) is lost! But from memory, he has worked by it and has achieved a masterpiece - the Keystone! 

After his adventures in the quarries, including his unfortunate attempt to obtain the wages of a Mark Master though qualified only as a Mark Man, 
he is conducted again to the Mark Master who gives him another chance to qualify. Suddenly news is received that the building cannot proceed as 
a necessary Keystone, previously ordered from the quarries, cannot be found. To the Overseers it had been simply a badly shaped block of stone 
and therefore useless. What else to do but have it thrown away as useless for the building? The Mark Master is irate! He had ordered a Keystone 
and apparently it was well prepared but, through the loss of a plan, it was thrown away! After due search however it is found and the workman 
who prepared it is found worthy, through his skill, of being admitted as a Mark Master and so a qualified Overseer, a useful advancement indeed! 

The lessons of the Degree are moral and as yet no spiritual aspects have appeared. As in the Craft Degrees, they are lessons of man living with 
man, of faithful workmanship, of our complete responsibility for every act we may perform and of the need to do to the best of our ability, whatever 
work may come our way. We learn too that we should not judge hastily, as the actions of our fellow-men may have value that is not apparent to 
us. We must use our talents to their fullest extent and should we be misunderstood, we must not be discouraged as ultimately we will be justly 
and fairly judged.

DEGREE OF EXCELLENT MASTER 

The time has now come to leave the moral lessons of the Craft and Mark Degrees and begin the transition to the spiritual 
teachings of the Royal Arch. We leave Solomon's Temple for the Temple of Zerubbabel. 

Historically the Degree is sited at Babylon where the exiled Jews have at last received permission from the enlightened 
Cyrus of Persia to return to Jerusalem and there build another Temple as the centre of their faith. Only orthodox Jews 
were allowed to return and it was necessary to create tests by which the travellers could prove themselves when they 
arrived at Jerusalem. The secret answers to these tests were given to them at Babylon and this is the basis of the 
Excellent Degree.

n this latter-day parallel to the first exodus, what tests could be more appropriate than those based on the early episodes 
in the life of Moses himself. Some forty years before, he had passed those tests when commanded by God to lead his 
people out of the bondage of Egypt. 

By each of these, Moses had been charged with his great task. Just so were the Jews prepared for their return and to 
each of these tests, great lessons are attributed in our Excellent Degree. 

 A Mark Master Mason Apron & Jewel

The Excellent Master 
Breast Jewel.
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Royal Arch Apron, Sash, & Jewel

Once again it opens in a Lodge, a Lodge of Excellent Masters, where the Candidate is Obligated. After retirement he enters a building in Babylon, 
specially prepared with veils based on those used in the ancient Tabernacle as coverings for the walls. For the tests the Jews are depicted as 
placing the veils across the building as successive barriers through which their brethren must pass to qualify for the return to Jerusalem. The 
white veil, the final barrier, indicated the entrance to the Sanhedrin, traditionally already at Jerusalem, and so the veil is never penetrated by the 
Candidate in this Degree. That can only come when he is at Jerusalem and seeks admittance to the Council and a place in the work. Having 
passed the veils he returns to the Lodge Room for the concluding ceremonial of the Degree. 

Thereafter and until he takes the Royal Arch Degree, he is on the long journey from the Babylon of the Excellent Degree to the Jerusalem of the 
Royal Arch. The journey is emblematic of the transition from the earthly symbolism of Babylon (for we have not yet passed beyond moral lessons) 
to the spiritual concepts of the Heavenly Jerusalem. For there we will indeed come face to face with the spiritual truths which are the ultimate 
rewards of all Freemasonry.

ROYAL ARCH 

Technically the Royal Arch is much the most difficult of the three as its lessons are deep and 
fundamental and in physical preparation, it must be intelligently sited in so many differing areas. 

The Degree opens in a Chapter Room, where the Candidate must be Obligated to preserve 
the secrets of the Degree. He retires to enter the building in Jerusalem where the Sanhedrin is 
sitting, with the entrance protected by the veils, each with its captain or guard. He passes the 
veils by means of the tests received at Babylon and now for the first time enters the white veil.  
 
Here he finds the Sanhedrin itself, the Chiefs in their rich robes and head pieces, with the Council 
fully in session.  

He is examined, accepted and sent off to begin work clearing away the ruins of the 
old Temple. The discovery that is made is miraculous though its full import is beyond 

the understanding of the workmen. They decide to return to the Sanhedrin to report and receive instructions. With Scribe Ezra 
they investigate further & again return to the council Chamber to report. This is the last entrance and from this point the Council 
Chamber of the Sanhedrin gradually merges and becomes a Chapter Room and there the remaining ceremonial takes place. 
 
The key to the Degree and the ultimate secret of all Freemasonry is the 
discovery in the Vault of the Sacred Name. Up to this point the Candidate 
has had only moral lessons but suddenly he is led to find the true spiritual 
meaning of the Craft. It is a solemn moment, the greatest in all Freemasonry, 
when first he gazes on the Sacred Name. 

Later he learns that there his search has truly ended and Freemasonry has 
bared its final secret, the search for God Himself! Perhaps too he has found 
the original Mason Word, sacred and ineffable, the answer to the search that 
all men must make as they pass through life itself. 

With the Ineffable Name, unpronounceable to the orthodox Jew, is the Royal 
Arch word, also secret for us in its three different languages. 

When at last he comes to realise what he has found, the Candidate must 
know that his search has ended and that the true meaning of Masonry is 
revealed to him. He knows at last that the moral rules he has been taught do 
no more than lead him to the spiritual truths which are the ultimate teaching 
of the Craft. 

Royal Arch Degree Tracing Board1872.

The Encampment of the Tribes During Exodus Next Come the Cryptic Degrees.

https://freemasonsnz.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Cryptic-Council-Flyer-for-website.pdf
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Print date 2/02/2019 Grand Scribe E gse@royalarch.org.nz 88 Cedar Drive, Paraparaumu Beach 5032 

 

 

Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Zealand 
Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of New Zealand 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masonry of New Zealand 

ORDER FOR SUPPLIES (September 2018) 
 

Please supply the following order to: ______________________________(Chapter Name & No) 
 

Quantity Description Unit 
Price Extension $ 

 Royal Arch Ritual – large (A5) $20  

 Royal Arch Ritual – small (A7) $15  

 Royal Arch Installation Ritual (A7) $10  

 Cryptic Degree Ritual –large (A5) $20  

 Cryptic Degree Ritual – small (A7) $15  

 T I M Installation Ritual (A5/A7) $10  

 Red Cross & Ark Mariner Ritual (combined A5/A7) $10  

 MEC & WCN Installation Ritual (combined A7) $10  

 Book of Constitution – printed on demand $15  

 Book of Proceedings $15  

 Mark Token $10  

 SGRACNZ Lapel pin $10  

 SGRACNZ -tie $30  

 SGRACNZ scarf –red or cream $25  

 Royal Arch Certificate per application form (includes 
jewel, lapel pin, Research Chapter booklet) $25  

 Other Certificates per returns/application forms $10  

 TOTAL REMITTED  $ 

 
Remittance in full must accompany the order in terms of rule 
22.1 of the Book of Constitution 
 
    Scribe Ezra:………………………………………………………….(print) 
 
 Postal Address:………………………………………………… 
 
                        …………………………………………………… 

 
Payments may be made direct to our bank account.  
SGRACNZ at WBC Auckland 03 0104 0037158-00.  
As with all such internet payments, could those making them please ensure that they include details 
of who and what is involved 

Grand Chapter Use 
Received…………………… 
Receipt…………………….. 
Despatched……………….. 
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Knights Templar Education Pages

Richard the Lion-heart and the Knights Templar

Summary 

This account of King Richard the Lion-heart’s experiences with the Knights Templar 
during the Crusades was based on a journal attributed to Geoffrey de Vinsauf, who 
accompanied King Richard on his expedition. It was documented in the 1842 book 
by Charles G. Addison, a member of the Inner Temple, which is now an association 
of barristers in London.

In the meantime a third crusade 
had been preached in Europe. William, archbishop of Tyre, had 
proceeded to the courts of France and England, and had represented 
in glowing colours the miserable condition of Palestine, and the horrors 
and abominations which had been committed by the infidels in the holy 
city of Jerusalem. The English and French monarchs laid aside their 
private animosities, and agreed to fight under the same banner against 
the infidels, and towards the close of the month of May, in the second 
year of the siege of Acre, the royal fleets of Philip Augustus and Richard 
Coeur de Lion floated in triumph in the bay of Acre. At the period of the 
arrival of king Richard the Templars had again lost their Grand Master, 
and Brother Robert de Sablé or Sabloil, a valiant knight of the order, 
who had commanded a division of the English fleet on the voyage 
out, was placed at the head of the fraternity.[i] The proudest of the 
nobility, and the most valiant of the chivalry of Europe, on their arrival 
in Palestine, manifested an eager desire to fight under the banner of 
the Temple. Many secular knights were permitted by the Grand Master 
to take their station by the side of the military friars, and even to wear 
the red cross on their breasts whilst fighting in the ranks.

 The Templars performed prodigies of valour; "The name of their reputation, and the fame of their sanctity," says James of 
Vitry, bishop of Acre, "like a chamber of perfume sending forth a sweet odour, was diffused throughout the entire world, and 
all the congregation of the saints will recount their battles and glorious triumph over the enemies of Christ, knights indeed 
from all parts of the earth, dukes, and princes, after their example, casting off the shackles of the world, and renouncing 
the pomps and vanities of this life and all the lusts of the flesh for Christ’s sake, hastened 
to join them, and to participate in their holy profession and religion."

On the morning of the twelfth of July, six weeks after the arrival of the British fleet, the 
kings of England and France, the Christian chieftains, and the Turkish emirs with their 
green banners, assembled in the tent of the Grand Master of the Temple, to treat of the 
surrender of Acre, and on the following day the gates were thrown open to the exulting 
warriors of the cross. The Templars took possession of three localities within the city by 
the side of the sea, where they established their famous Temple, which became from 
thenceforth the chief house of the order. Richard Coeur de Lion, we are told, took up his 
abode with the Templars, whilst Philip resided in the citadel.

When the fiery monarch of England tore down the banner of the duke of Austria from 
its staff and threw it into the ditch, it was the Templars who, interposing between the 
indignant Germans and the haughty Britons, preserved the peace of the Christian army.

Richard the Lionheart

A Knights Templar 
Grand Master

http://www.masonicsourcebook.com/king_richard_lionheart_knights_templar.htm
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During his voyage from Messina to Acre, King Richard had revenged himself on Isaac Comnenus, the ruler of the island 
of Cyprus, for the insult offered to the beautiful Berengaria, princess of Navarre, his betrothed bride. The sovereign of 
England had disembarked his troops, stormed the town of Limisso, and conquered the whole island; and shortly after his 
arrival at Acre, he sold it to the Templars for three hundred thousand livres d’or.

During the famous march of Richard Coeur de Lion from Acre to Ascalon, the Templars generally led the van of the 
Christian army, and the Hospitallers brought up the rear.

Saladin, at the head of an immense force, exerted all his energies to oppose their progress, and the march to Jaffa formed 
a perpetual battle of eleven days. On some occasions Coeur de Lion himself, at the head of a chosen body of knights, led 
the van, and the Templars were formed into a rear guard. They sustained immense loss, particularly in horses, which last 
calamity, we are told, rendered them nearly desperate.

The Moslem as well as the Christian writers speak with admiration of the feats of heroism performed. "On the sixth day," 
says Bohadin, "the sultan rose at dawn as usual, and heard from his brother that the enemy were in motion. They had 
slept that night in suitable places about Caesarea, and were now dressing and taking their food. A second messenger 
announced that they had begun their march; our brazen drum was sounded, all were alert, the sultan came out, and I 
accompanied him: he surrounded them with chosen troops, and gave the signal for attack." … "Their foot soldiers were 
covered with thick-strung pieces of cloth, fastened together with rings so as to resemble coats of mail. I saw with my own 
eyes several who had not one or two but ten darts sticking in their backs! and yet marched on with a calm and cheerful 
step, without any trepidation!"

Every exertion was made to sustain the courage and enthusiasm of the Christian warriors. When the army halted for the 
night, and the soldiers were about to take their rest, a loud voice was heard from the midst of the camp exclaiming, "A  H 
S," which words were repeated by the leaders of the host, and were echoed and re-echoed along their extended lines. The 
Templars and the Hospitallers, who were well acquainted with the country, employed themselves by night in marauding 
and foraging expeditions. They frequently started off at midnight, swept the country with their turcopoles or light cavalry, 
and returned to the camp at morning’s dawn with rich prizes of oxen, sheep, and provisions.

In the great plain near Ramleh, when the Templars led the van of the Christian army, Saladin made a last grand effort to 
arrest their progress, which was followed by one of the greatest battles of the age. Geoffrey de Vinisauf, the companion 
of King Richard on this expedition, gives a lively and enthusiastic description of the appearance of the Moslem array in 
the great plain around Jaffa and Ramleh. On all sides, far as the eye could reach, from the sea-shore to the mountains, 
nought was to be seen but a forest of spears, above which waved banners and standards innumerable. The wild Bedouin, 
the children of the desert, mounted on their fleet Arab mares, coursed with the rapidity of lightning over the vast plain, 
and darkened the air with clouds of missiles. Furious and unrelenting, of a horrible aspect, with skins blacker than soot, 
they strove by rapid movement and continuous assaults to penetrate the well ordered array of the Christian warriors. 
They advanced to the attack with horrible screams and bellowing, which, with the deafening noise of the trumpets, horns, 
cymbals, and brazen kettle-drums, produced a clamour that resounded through the plain, and would have drowned even 
the thunder of heaven.

The engagement commenced with the left wing of the Hospitallers, and the victory of the Christians was mainly owing to 
the personal prowess of King Richard. Amid the disorder of his troops, Saladin remained on the plain without lowering his 
standard or suspending the sound of his brazen kettle-drums, he rallied his forces, retired upon Ramleh, and prepared to 
defend the road leading to Jerusalem. The Templars and Hospitallers, when the battle was over, went in search of Jacques 
d’Asvesnes, one of the most valiant of King Richard’s knights, whose dead body, placed on their spears, they brought into 
the camp amid the tears and lamentations of their brethren.

The Templars, on one of their foraging expeditions, were surrounded by a superior force of four thousand Moslem cavalry; 
the Earl of Leicester, with a chosen body of English, was sent by Coeur de Lion to their assistance, but the whole party was 
overpowered and in danger of being cut to pieces, when Richard himself hurried to the scene of action with his famous 
battle-axe, and rescued the Templars from their perilous situation. 
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By the valour and exertions of the lion-hearted king, the city of Gaza, the ancient fortress of the order, which had been 
taken by Saladin soon after the battle of Tiberias, was recovered to the Christian arms, the fortifications were repaired, 
and the place was restored to the Knights Templars, who again garrisoned it with their soldiers.

As the army advanced, Saladin fell back towards Jerusalem, and the vanguard of the Templars was pushed on to the 
small town of Ramleh.

 At midnight of the festival of the Holy Innocents, a party of them sallied out of the camp in company with some Hospitallers 
on a foraging expedition; they scoured the mountains in the direction of Jerusalem, and at morning’s dawn returned to 
Ramleh with more than two hundred oxen.

When the Christian army went into winter quarters, the 
Templars established themselves at Gaza, and King 
Richard and his army were stationed in the neighbouring 
town of Ascalon, the walls and houses of which were 
rebuilt by the English monarch during the winter. 

Whilst the Christian forces were reposing in winter 
quarters, an arrangement was made between the 
Templars, King Richard, and Guy de Lusignan, "the 
king without a kingdom," for the cession to the latter of 
the island of Cyprus, previously sold by Richard to the 
order of the Temple, by virtue of which arrangement, 
Guy de Lusignan took possession of the island and 
ruled the country by the magnificent title of emperor.

Map of the Holy Land

Guy de LusignanPortrait of Saladin before 1185 A.D.
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Rose Croix Education Pages

Scottish Rite Degrees Excerpts from the Statutes and Regulations of the Supreme Council 
33° of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of Canada.

Lodge of Perfection

Lodges of Perfection conferring the 4th to the 14th degrees inclusive. The degrees continue the 
story of the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and amplify and conclude the legend of the Master 
Mason degree. They are designed to impress more forcefully the teachings of the first three degrees 
of Craft Masonry. 

The 4th, 5th, 7th, 13th, and 14th degrees are obligatory: the others, if not given in full, are "communicated" by obligation 
and explained.

4° Secret Master 
5° Perfect Master 
6° Intimate Secretary 
7° Provost and Judge 
8° Intendant of the Building 
9° Elect of the Nine 

Chapter of Rose Croix

Chapters of Rose Croix conferring the 15th to 18th degrees inclusive. The 15th and 16th degrees relate to the rebuilding of 
the Second Temple of Zerubbabel. The 17th degree is an approach to, and the 18th degree a recognition of the Christian 
ethics in universal terms, thus assisting in the building, in our hearts, of the Third Temple, not made with hands. The 18th 
degree is supplemented by the beautiful Maundy Thursday and Easter ceremonies. 
The 15th and 18th degrees are obligatory.

15° Knight of the East or Sword 
16° Prince of Jerusalem 

Consistory

Consistories conferring the 19th to the 32nd degrees inclusive. These degrees, often elaborate and highly dramatic, cover 
a variety of approaches to Masonic teaching. Some have the Crusades as background. The 31st degree is the judicial 
branch of the Scottish Rite; the 32nd degree is the military degree. The 30th, 31st and 32 degrees culminate the teachings 
of the Scottish Rite, and must be conferred in full ritual form.

19° Grand Pontiff 
20° Master ad Vitam 
21° Patriarch Noachite 
22° Prince of Libanus 
23° Chief of the Tabernacle 
24° Prince of the Tabernacle 
25° Knight of the Brazen Serpent 

10° Elect of the Fifteen 
11° Elect of the Twelve 
12° Grand Master Architect 
13° Royal Arch of Solomon 
14° Grand Elect Perfect and Sublime Mason

17° Knight of the East and West 
18° Knight Rose Croix

26° Prince of Mercy 
27° Commander of the Temple 
28° Knight of the Sun 
29° Knight of St. Andrew 
30° Knight Kadosh 
31° Inspector Inquisitor Commander 
32° Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret

Click the Picture to Read About The 
English Rose Croix System

%0Dhttps://scottishritecanada.ca/about-us/scottish-rite-degrees/
%0Dhttp://www.sc33.org.uk/history.html


- 25 -
The Life Of A District Education Advisor. Use Him To Upskill Your Lodge & Personal Masonic Knowledge.

You Can Help This 
Newsletter Grow

Send Articles and 
Photo’s to the Editor

Some Thoughts About Climate Change

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=


- 26 -

The New Zealand Masonic Family Tree Booklet is Being Updated. Order an Advance Copy

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=Order%20NZ%20Family%20Tree%20Booklet
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Freemasonry Advertisements in Old New Zealand Newspapers - Found On Papers Past

WEST COAST TIMES, ISSUE 1999, 26 FEBRUARY 
1872

GREY RIVER ARGUS, VOLUME XII, ISSUE 1376, 
27 DECEMBER 1872

GREY RIVER ARGUS, VOLUME XII, ISSUE 1376, 
27 DECEMBER 1872

MOUNT IDA CHRONICLE, VOLUME III, ISSUE 155, 
23 FEBRUARY 1872

GREY RIVER ARGUS, VOLUME XII, ISSUE 1266, 
20 AUGUST 1872

AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME III, ISSUE 747, 
6 JUNE 1872

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers
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AUCKLAND STAR, VOLUME III, ISSUE 853, 2
8 NOVEMBER 1872 EVENING STAR, ISSUE 2915, 22 JUNE 1872

WELLINGTON INDEPENDENT, VOLUME XXVII, 
ISSUE 3397, 16 JANUARY 1872

EVENING STAR, ISSUE 3030, 5 NOVEMBER 1872

NORTH OTAGO TIMES, VOLUME XVIII, ISSUE 730, 
17 MAY 1872

EVENING STAR, ISSUE 3073, 24 DECEMBER 1872
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Some Mainly Thoughtful Cartoons
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A Selection of Short Poems by Angela Fuchs

How to Paint A Wall

While I went off to work one day,
She decided to paint the wall.

And when I came back home that night,
She was curled into a ball.

Her eyes were closed, she was breathing hard,
Her hair was very wet.

From her head to the tips of her pretty toes,
She was covered all in sweat.

She was wrapped in a jacket made of down,
With a fur coat on top of that.

The wall was glowing with new, fresh paint;
On the floor, the paint can sat.

"Sweetheart!" I cried, with a worried look,
"Are you all right, my dear?"

She lazily opened her lovely eyes,
And smiled from ear to ear.

"I knew I could do it," she said with a grin;
"I followed the paint can notes.
It clearly said 'For best results,
Be sure to put on two coats.'"

Two Beers

Larry came into my bar
Every day to drink two beers.

"My brother’s dying; one’s for him,"
He said, his eyes full of tears.

Each day it was the same,
Two beers and then he’d go,

One for his brother, one for him,
He’s sad but sweet, this schmo.

One day he orders just one.
His brother’s dead, I’m thinking.

I asked him, but he replied,
"No, it’s me; I’ve given up drinking."

There’s Nothing Like A Pet

There’s nothing at all quite like a pet;
They’re not like any human you’ve met.

No neurosis, psychosis, no guilt or sad stare;
Your pet is just happy whenever you’re there.

A loveable playmate when you’re bored or blue,
A pet creates fun, when you’ve nothing to do.
They fill the gap when you’re feeling lonely;
They let you know you’re their one and only.

You fall in love, right from the start;
They are thieves, those pets; they steal your heart.

If you cherish your pet, who gives so much pleasure,
You’ll have years of delight, and memories to treasure.

Seven Foot Lunch

Three genteel ladies went lunching
At a sophisticated hotel.

Their elevator door opened;
They gasped, and their faces fell.

A seven-foot man was inside,
With an intimidating expression.

They got in anyway;
They were the very souls of discretion.

"Sit!" the man yelled, and they sat,
In their luncheon finery,

They went up; then the door slid aside;
The man left, abashedly.

His dog had been behind him;
At lunch they got a note.

The basketball star paid their bill;
"My apologies, and my treat," he wrote.

Good Memories

Your retirement leaves a great big gap
In all our lives and hearts;

A workplace is never quite the same
When someone like you departs.

You've enriched us in so many ways;
We'll miss you more than you know;

We wish you luck, and hope you take
Good memories when you go

Awesome Sangria

Here's a poem to an awesome sangria;
More than one glass, I can no longer see ya.

It'll make you smile like a happy clown,
But when you drink it, you'd better sit down!
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 Trivial Pursuits Questions for November. 

1. Which Mediterranean countries orchestra is bigger than its army
2. What links stags tails, pickled worms, gallstones, tomatoes
3. Baked beans were originally served in what sauce
4. Where can you buy a copy of Penguin News
5. Who was the hero of the old TV cop series Dragnet
6. Which African country was founded by Americans
7. What was Britain called - before it was Britain
8. What part of a frog do you rub to hypnotise it
9. How did multi millionaire Russell Sage save money
10. How was USA president James Buchanan different from all rest
11. What’s involved in 20% of car accidents in Sweden
12 .What’s unusual about evangelist Amy Semple McPhersons coffin
13. Who would use a swozzle
14. What does a tailor do with his plonker
15 .Churches in Malta have two what
16. Marnie Nixon Deborah Kerr Natilie Wood Audrey Hepburn did what
17. Which Italian tractor maker tried making cars in 1960s
18. What first appeared on Page 1 of the Times 3 May 1966
19. Caruso put what in Nellie Melbas hand singing tiny hand frozen
20. What would you do with an Edzell blue
21. In what month did the Russian October revolution take place
22. Nobody’s perfect is the last line in which classic comedy film
23. How did Buffalo Bill stick to one glass whisky a day
24. In 1760 what means of personal transport was invented
25. What three counties were Eliza Dolittle taught to pronounce
26. In Hitchcock’s film The Trouble with Harry - what was the trouble
27. What was the first gramophone record made from
28. What did George Washington soak his wooden teeth in for taste
29. George V1 Mozart Al Jolson Casanova - which organisation
30. Who said “Its so long since sex I forget who gets tied up”
31. St Appolonia Patron Saint of what
32. What is measured on the Gay-Lussac scale
33. A squid found in New Zealand had the biggest what ever seen
34. What was the first country to guarantee freedom of worship
35. Which famous person invented the cat flap
36. By law what can you not do in Minnesota with your washing line
37. Why do Tibetans grow long nails on little fingers
38. Richard Penniman became famous as who
39. What is a snood
40. Who said “men are creatures with two legs and 8 hands”
41. Which European country eats the most breakfast cereal
42. Philosopher Jeremy Bentham has a very unusual pet - what
43. What country did Italy invade in 1935
44. Who sang the title song in the film Grease
45. What is produced in a ginnery
46. What was made illegal in England in 1439
47. What was invented by Dr Albert Southwick in 1881
48. In which country are you most likely to die from a scorpion sting
49. Who is the most filmed author
50. Excluding religious works what is the worlds top selling book. 
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