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“You do not lead by insulting people. 
That’s assault, not leadership”.

 
Notes: 

1.  This newsletter is distributed free of charge.
2.  To subscribe or unsubscribe send an e-mail to the   
 Editor
3.  Letters to the Editor and other contributions are   
 welcome. Send an e-mail to the Editor.
4.  The views expressed in this newsletter are those of   
	 the	contributors	only	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the		
	 official	policy	or	position	of	Freemasons	New	Zealand		
 or any other agency, organisation, employer or   
 company.
5.		 Unless	specifically	named,	articles	in	this	newsletter			
 do not refer to any person living or dead.

© W.Bro John MacDonald 2019

Some Quick Reads
Did you know that there are three Lodges with the 
name “New Zealand” under the English Constitution 
that have never met in New Zealand? They are:
                   
a.) New Zealand Lodge No 5175 
Consecrated 1930 London, England

b.) New Zealand Lodge No 8824 
Consecrated 1978 Johannesburg, Transvaal Province

c.) New Zealand Lodge No 8824 
Consecrated 1978 Johannesburg, Gauteng

Read more about each of these Lodges by clicking the 
Read More button.
 

Confused by a  Name?

Freemasonry And The Seven Liberal Arts

The Liberal Arts go back over 2,500 years, to classical times. 
They were practised over Europe, North Africa and the Middle 
East, being disseminated through the empires of Alexander 
and Rome; they are part of our heritage.

The most important influence on education in classical times 
was that of Plato (427-347 BC). His concept of education - 
which he attributes to the earlier philosopher Socrates - was 
based on 'excellence': every individual had his own particular 
excellence, but the excellence of the human being, in general, 
resided in the soul; the excellence of the soul being expressed 
by justice. 

Thus, the main aim of education was the cultivation of justice.

For Plato, the source of creation is the "Good", the Light of pure 
spirit; all physical creation being just a shadow or reflection of 
this. He refers to the "Good" also as the "One" or as "God": for 
him, all education must be designed to bring about a recognition 
of this "One", a recognition not just in theory, but in experience. 
For once experienced, he believed, the pure Light of the Good 
would become the basis for every decision and action that a 
man or woman might take. And where the principle of justice 
guided the rulers, there one would find a 
happy state.

Freemasonry in Germany started in several places during 
the second quarter of the Eighteenth century. 

After the extinction of the Rite of Strict 
Observance, which had a wide following and 
claimed Templar origins for its higher degrees, the several 
Grand Lodges in Germany defied all attempts at unification, 
although a largely ineffectual central organisation came into 
being with the unification of Germany. 

During the 1920s Freemasons were harassed alongside 
Jews by those taken in by the Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion, and blamed for the German surrender of 1918.

This culminated with the suppression of Freemasonry by 
the Nazis in 1935, with many Masons in Germany and 
occupied countries being executed or sent to concentration 
camps. Freemasonry returned to Germany after World War 
Two. A single central body now represents five "regular" 
Grand Lodges. Liberal, women's, and mixed lodges also 
exist. 

The image shows a Bavarian 
Masonic Certificate dated 
1780 and written in French

Freemasonry in Germany

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=Letter%20to%20the%20Editor
https://www.dhi.ac.uk/lane/basicsearch.php%3Fkeyword%3D%26lodgeName%3DNew%2BZealand%26lodgeNumber%3D%26serialNumber%3D%26searchType%3Dbasic%26image.x%3D0%26image.y%3D0%23begin-results
http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures/149-freemasonry-and-the-seven-liberal-arts.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry_in_Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rite_of_Strict_Observance
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Quick Find It Here

Keep Up To Date

The Grand Masters Comments

The Div GM Comments

Northland Dist GM Comments

Other Constitutions

United Grand Lodge of 
England (North Island NZ)

United Grand Lodge of 
England (South Island NZ)

Grand Lodge of Ireland

Grand Lodge of Scotland

Just For Our Secretaries

Submit a Lodge Working

Submit a Monthly Report

Request a Dispensation

Freemasons NZ Website

Home Page and Articles

National Office Contacts

Member Area
 
Download the Simple 
Answers to Leading 
Questions Booklet

Read the Latest 
Freemason Magazine

Northern Div Website

Home Page and Articles

Submit a Story for Publication

Create a Calendar of Events

See How To Create a Calender 
of Events

Sign Up for GL Circulars

Update Your Membership 
Details

Post or Register for Receipt of 
Death Notices

Other Division Websites

Central Division

Southern Division Subscribe, Unsubscribe,
or 

Send A Letter To The Editor

Read Some Interesting 
Masonic Papers

http://freemasonsnz.org/simple-answers-to-leading-questions-booklet
http://freemasonsnz.org/
https://membership.freemasonsnz.org/login/
http://freemasonsnz.org/contact
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/gmcomments.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/divcomments.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/1comments.php
https://www.pgl.org.nz/
https://www.grandlodgescotland.com/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv/
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/departed.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/contentuploader.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Di5P9cvR_nNk%26feature%3Dyoutu.be
http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/glcircsignup.html
http://www.themasons.org.nz/forms/member_update/member_update.php
https://www.freemasons.org.nz/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/submitworking.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/monthlyreport/lodge_meeting.html
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/requestdispensation.php
http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures.html
http://sifreemasons.org.nz/
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Saturday 21st September saw nearly all of the incoming team of new Grand Lodge Officers for tor the Northern Division 
meet at the Papakura Masonic Centre. The most noticeable feature of the day, which was lead by RW Bro. Gary Salmon 
the outgoing Divisional Grand Master, was the energy of all the participants. The incoming Grand Master RW Bro. Graham 
Wrigley and Deputy Grand Master RW Bro. Jim Watt (who had just flown in from Singapore) were present for much of the 
day with the current Grand Master, MW Bro. Mark Winger arriving in time for the closure. He was quick to point out that he 
had spent the day at the zoo with his grandchildren and was looking forward to having a lot more opportunities to repeat this 
family time once he stepped back from the duties which he has fulfilled over the last three years.

The incoming Divisional Grand Master, VW Bro. Mike Hattie, along with the 5 District Grand Masters elect all spoke of their 
aspirations for the next three years. It was encouraging to hear how many of these Brethren have already been allowed to 
assume accountability for some of the decision making and team building that they will become responsible for in approx. 6 
weeks’ time by the incumbents that they will replace. 

The incoming Grand Master RW Bro Graham Wrigley gave his views on the next three years and what he hopes to achieve. 
He handed out an information leaflet in which he tells us how he expects to be received during the term of his office. What 
was really great for some of us traditionalists was his request that the Toast to the Grand Master in our refectories be done 
in accordance with the instructions from the Board of General Purposes - that the wording be “The Grand Master. MW Bro 
Graham Wrigley”. From next year the Board of General Purposes is also proposing that photo of the Grand Master should be 
displayed in all Lodges. Not before time. One of his comments in the information leaflet also states – “ Freemasonry should 
be fun and enjoyable. Don’t make any visit stuffy and uncomfortable for anyone”. We can look forward to another three years 
of great leadership under RW Bro. Graham.

It has been commented on many times before in this newsletter about the role of “Past” officers in the Craft. Be it a Past 
Master of a Lodge or the highest ranking Past Grand Lodge officers, sadly there are always one or two who cannot accept 
that they have had their opportunity to make their “mark” and now need to step down and be judged by history on how well 
they have honed their rough ashlars. 

Our traditions do not assist with the difficult process. We still seat “Past” people in the East at our Lodge meetings, often in 
the front row, clad in their “undress” regalia and breast jewels which can sometimes make one look and clang (when walking 
or moving) like a “Hollywood” Mexican General. While Freemasonry may be a lifetime activity for many, there is nothing in our 
rules which allows us to hold office for life. Thank goodness for that. There are far too many examples in history of disastrous 
career after a successful “start” when it becomes a lifetime office.

A few also forget that leadership in the Craft is service – not 
authoritarian rule. In modern times there is no place for bullying as 
even the Armed Services (where bullying was once part and parcel 
of everyday life) have had to learn. There are many horror stories of 
the Past Masters of yore who seemed to delight in terrorising others 
around them, dominating each and every discussion that took place, 
interjecting for no reason, and worse still frequently prompting and 
insisting that “their” version of the ritual was/is the only correct one. If 
overruled there were the immediate threats of resignation, which 
sadly never actually come to pass. 

To all those assuming new Grand Lodge office - to each and every 
one of you enjoy a fulfilling and pleasant term of office. 

To those stepping down – sit back, savour  
the tranquillity, and let the new team make 
their marks and polish their jewels without 
interference. 

Editorial October 2019

Editor North News RW Bros: Jim Watt & Graham Wrigley



- 4 -

What's Happened in Northland Recently

Saturday 7th September saw the annual Okara Daylight Lodge No 461 Installation with 
a number of differences. Firstly the incoming Master, W.Bro. Trevor Hall, Dist G.D.C 
enter the Lodge wearing his regalia in his capacity as the District Grand Director of 
Ceremonies to admit VW.Bro Kevin Burch District Grand Master who in turn admitted the 
Grand Master MW.Bro Mark Winger who had a number of very important presentations 
to make once the Installation had concluded. 

W.Bro Trevor was installed into the Chair of King Solomon in accordance with ancient 
tradition with the one exception that he was not invested with the Masters collar in the 
traditional manner - the collar was but tapped on his shoulder. He will of course wear this 
in the course of his  normal duties.

The Grand Master was introduced to 9 of the Northland District Masters who were 
present by the District Grand Master VW.Bro Kevin Burch.

After the Lodge had closed, Grand 
Lodge did not retire and ladies, 
family and friends were admitted into 
the Lodge room. The Grand Master 
in the first of his presentations 
invested RWBro Bryan Wiig with 
the apron, collar and jewel of a Past 
Grand Warden. The Grand Master 
spoke of the important place this 
high rank holds in Grand Lodge and 
the necessity for maintaining a very 
dignified behaviour at all times. The 
photos shows RWBro Bryan Wiig, 
his ever supportive wife Marie, the 
Grand Master, Divisional Grand 

Master RW Bro Gary Salmon, (next 
page) District Grand Master VW Bro Kevin Burch, and lastly the "Twins" Bruce and Bryan with Marie between them.

W.Bro Trevor Hall Dist GDC

RW Bro Bryan, Marie and MW Bro Mark Winger RW Bro Bryan, Marie and RW Bro Gary Salmon
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The next presentation was the Roll of Honour to WBro Stan Bartlett, a Past Master of the Okara Daylight Lodge No 461 
and Lodge Whangarei No 102.  WBro Stan and his wife Dorothy are well known in the Northland District for their many 
years of service to the Craft. The Grand Master also presented Mrs Dorothy Bartlett with a posy of flowers.
The photos show W.Bro Stan, his wife, and the Grand Master MW.Bro Mark Winger

The third presentation was the Roll of Honour 
to W.Bro Gilbert Hawkins, a Past Master of 
Lodge Wellsford No 306 (now closed) and 
still a member of the merged Lodge Wellsford 
Marsden No 169. A significant number of 
Brethren of this Lodge travelled to be with 
W.Bro Gilbert on this significant day in his 
Masonic career. The photo shows the Grand 
Master and W.Bro Gilbert with the certificate for 
the Roll of Honour. He also pinned the badge 
to the lapel of W.Bro Gilbert's jacket. VW Bro 
Ron McCracken PDGDC, the incoming District 
Grand Master, spoke of the tremendous service 
that W.Bro Gilbert and  his wife Annette have 
made to the Lodges in the Southern end of the 
No 1 District over so many years. 

VW Bro Kevin Burch, RW Bro Bryan, and Marie Wiig W Bro Bruce Wiig, RW Bro Bryan, and Marie Wiig
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Lodge Hatea No 431 First Degree

Monday 23rd of September was a big moment for Bro Tobias Wayne Kaipo who was initiated into Freemasonry by Lodge 
Hatea No 431. The ceremony was conducted in accordance with ancient tradition and included Brethren from Lodge 
Whangarei No 102 who delivered some of the charges. 

A good number of visitors attended this initiation, and all present took the opportunity to welcome Bro Toby into the Craft 
and wish him well for the next important steps he will take as a Freemason. From the way he conducted himself during his 
initiation we are very confident that he will take a lifetime of pleasure from Freemasonry.

The photo shows Bro Toby and the Master of Lodge Hatea No 431. W.Bro John John Coram after the Lodge had closed.
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Knights Templar - Kaitaia Preceptory No 17  Installation.

On Saturday 28th September Em. Kt John Anderson was installed for a second term as Preceptor and Prior of the Kaitaia 
Preceptory No 17 in the Masonic Centre in Whangarei. The muster roll was a bit thin on the ground this year due to work, 
out of the country, and illness. 

Rt Em Kt Terence Stanbridge, D.G, Prior was the installing officer assisted by Officers of District Grand Priory. Also in 
attendance was the Grand Master, M. Em. Kt David Craddock.

After the Preceptory closed an excellent home cooked roast meal with dessert was served by Bro Kt Vince Cocurrullo and 
his wife, Kim. The Preceptor’s wife, Sylvaun, provided a morning tea for the travellers from Auckland and further north 
and also made sure that the tables were covered with traditional white linen tablecloths and adorned with appropriate 
decorations. 

All the speeches and replies to the Toasts were kept short short to allow for maximum quality time to be spent together.

Truly another enjoyable day in Northland.

The Grand Master of the United Great Priory in 
New Zealand, M.Em Kt David Craddock 

replies to the Toast in his honour.

The Preceptor Em Kt John Anderson offers a Toast 
to the Grand Master. His wife, Sylvaun is on his left
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Not Exactly Northland District But Newsworthy!

On Saturday 21st September most of the incoming Grand Lodge team for the Northern Division were together in Papakura 
for the day. Presented by VW Bro Gary Salmon key people including the incoming Grand Master VW Bro Graham Wrigley, 
incoming Deputy Grand Master VW Bro Jim Watt, incoming Divisional Grand Masters VW Bro Mike Hattie (Northern) and 
VW Bro Russ Pratt (Central) along with some of the current Divisional Team spoke to those present about their individual 
roles as District Grand Masters, District Grand Directors of Ceremonies, and District Grand Stewards. VW Bro Brian 
Chrone spoke of the work of the Freemasons Charity then took the Ladies and a group of Brethren on a tour of some of 
the projects that the Charity has supported recently.

Syndicate activity saw each of the groups given instruction on their duties with VW Bro Russ Pratt explaining (quickly) the 
host of new features on the Divisional website that will available to the the incoming District Grand Masters and other key 
people in the Division. 

VW. Bro Graham Wrigley spoke to the Dist. GM group and outlined his expectations of how he should be received when 
visiting. He gave each person an A4 sheet with these expectations detailed for them to take away and commit to a safe 
storage for his promised visits.

The groups came back together around  3.30pm when the Grand Master MWBro Mark Winger told how he had spent the 
day at the zoo with his grandchildren and was looking forward to being able to do this more frequently once he handed 
over the reigns in November. He wished in incoming team all the best for their three year term.

A meal  was attended by many of the Brethren, their partners, and outgoing District Grand Masters and other current team 
members along with their partners. An incredibly successful and worthwhile day. 

The incoming Divisional Grand Master 
VW. Bro Mike Hattie speaks to the gathering

at the beginning of the day 
before groups were created for syndicate activity.
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Another Sneak Preview.

The District Grand Master of Kapiti Wellington District No 19, VW. Bro Russ Pratt, showed the Editor inside the new 
Masonic Centre under construction in Thorndon, Wellington. This is due for consecration next year. 

The new Centre will have car parking, tenants, a couple of Lodge rooms, and a commercial kitchen for the refectory. 
A thought for other Districts to follow up on.  A couple of photos are shown below. A lot of work to go yet!

The entrance to the new Thorndon Masonic Centre Inside the new  Thorndon Masonic Centre

The collar, jewel, and gauntlets to be worn by the Master of the new Lodge
Matariki No 476 to be Consecrated on Saturday 19th October 

in Counties Manukau District

On Saturday, 19th October 2019 Lodge Matariki No 476, a new Lodge, will be Consecrated at 1.00pm and this will be 
followed by the Installation of W.Bro Jeffrey France as Master at 3.00pm. A formal dinner will follow at 7.00pm.  This event 
is a RSVP only - now closed off.

The editor managed to get a sneak preview of the Master’s collar and gauntlets. Great work Counties Hauraki District No 
5 and we wish you well with the sale of the properties and construction of your new Masonic Centre.

Lodge Matariki No 476 to Be Consecrated 19th October.
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Contribute an Article to North News. It’s This Easy
(Fill in the Form mailed with this newsletter)

Take Your Phone and Take Lots of Photos of Event

Select One or Two Photos Only  
to Create the Story

Write Your Story - 100 words Max

Send Your Photo(s) and Story To The Editor

northnewsnz@gmail.com

Advance Notice for an Important November Activity

Mark Monday 25th November in your diary now. 

This is the regular meeting night for Lodge Hatea No 431 however this one will be a lot more exciting. The new Divisional 
Grand Master (RW. Bro) Mike Hattie will be admitted in due form so that he can invest the various Grand Lodge Officers 
who were not previously invested in Wellington. The Lodge will close and visitors admitted.

This will  be a very informal night with families, ladies, and non Masonic friends most welcome.

More details of this function will be sent out well in advance..

In the meantime all questions can be referred to the incoming District Secretary.

Looking forward to seeing lots of happy smiling faces there.

Kind regards

VW. Bro Ron McCracken. 
District Grand Master Elect.

Grand Lecturer’s Apron

mailto:wiigy1%40orcon.net.nz?subject=Information%20about%20the%2025th%20November%20Please
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What's Coming Up In the North in October

NZ Lodge Secretaries - Create A Printable Calendar of NZ 
Craft Lodges On The Web by Clicking the Button.

Your Northern Division Website Team Are Here To Help

028 258 85111

Contact Us If You Need A Hand Or Want To Contribute

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27
Tuesday 1st October 7.30pm
Whangarei Masonic Centre
Royal Arch Degree for Bro Dave Laverick 

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71
Wednesday 2nd October 7.30pm
Kaikohe Lodge Rooms
T.B.A.

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80
Thursday 24th October 11.00am 
Rodney Lodge Warkworth
TBA

B.O.I Cryptic No 65 
No	Meeting

Mahurangi No 80 Cryptic Council
Thursday 24th October 1.00pm
Rodney Lodge Warkworth
1st and 2nd Degrees for Comp Joe Cross

Whangarei Rose Croix No 45
October	-	No	Meeting

Kaitaia Knights Templar No 17
October	-	No	Meeting

Northland Conclave No 7
Saturday 5th October 10.30 am (Special meeting)
Work to Induct new members, Bros Joe Cross and Dave Laverick into the Conclave.

Concorde Mark No 580 EC
October	-	No	Meeting

St George Royal Arch Chapter No 1801 EC
2nd October - Regular Meeting
Whangarei Masonic Centre
50yr Jewel to W.Bro Max Russell-Owen

Zealandia Royal Arch Chapter No 2072 EC
October	-	No	Meeting

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
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Click Here To Donate Online

A “Do You Know That” for October

Freemasonry and Women

Freemasonry and women have a complex relationship, which can be readily divided into many phases with no demonstrable 
relationship to each other until the 20th century. A few women were involved in Freemasonry before the 18th century; 
however the first printed constitutions of the Premier Grand Lodge of England appeared to bar them from the Craft forever.

The French Lodges of Adoption which spread through Continental Europe during the second half of the 18th century 
admitted Masons and their female relatives to a system of degrees parallel, but unrelated to the original rite. After eclipse 
in the 19th century, they were revived as women-only lodges in the 20th, and these later adopted the male degrees to give 
rise to French women's Masonry in the 1950s.

18th-century British lodges and their American offshoots remained male only. In the late 1800s, rites similar to adoption 
emerged in the United States, allowing masons and their female relatives to participate in ritual together. These bodies, 
however, were more careful to discriminate between the mixed ritual and the genuine Freemasonry of the men.

In the 1890s, mixed lodges following a standard Masonic ritual started to appear in France, and quickly spread to other 
countries. Women-only jurisdictions appeared soon afterwards. As a general rule, the admission of women is now 
recognised in Continental (Grand Orient) jurisdictions. 

In Anglo-American Freemasonry, neither mixed nor all-female lodges are officially recognised, although unofficial relations 
can be cordial, with premises sometimes shared.

Apron and sash presented to the Empress 
Josephine, the first wife of Napoleon, on 

her admission to the Lodge of Virtue, 
Strasbourg, 1805

Admission of a young lady into a Lodge of Adoption

Click the Read More Button to learn more about 
Women and Freemasonry

https://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/donate/june-appeal-2018/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry_and_women
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry_and_women
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Business Ads for Masonic Businesses

Cocurullo Masonic Supplies

Blue Lodge NZ$
Entered Apprentice Apron 30.00
Fellowcraft	Apron 40.00
Master Mason Apron 60.00
Masters Apron 80.00
White Gloves (pair) 10.00
Blue Collar 30.00
Master	and	Warden	Cuffs	(pair) 50.00

Royal Arch
Apron and Sash 75.00
Collar 30.00

Other Orders
Secret Monitor Sash 60.00

Other Items
Sprig of Acacia Pin 3.00
Sprig of Acacia Pins (2) 5.00
Red Poppy with Square & Compasses 3.00
Red Poppy with Square & Compasses (2) 5.00

Phone (09) 438 8834 or E-mail Vince: fm@cocurullo.co.nz

Need A Ride To A Masonic Function?

Book the Van. Seats 11 People

Phone: (09) 434 0285

Mobile: 027 641 9906

E-mail: stanandbarb@xtra.co.nz
Barbara & Stan

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TODAY

mailto:fm%40cocurullo.co.nz?subject=
mailto:stansvan%40xtra.co.nz?subject=Van%20Please
https://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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The Craft Lodge Education Pages

(Reprinted from the original issue, published under the sanction of the Grand Officers of Ireland, 
in Brother William Smith’s Freemasons’ Pocket Companion, Dublin 1734.)
——————
A SHORT CHARGE TO BE GIVEN TO NEW-ADMITTED BRETHREN
——————
You are now admitted by the unanimous Consent of our Lodge, a Fellow of our most Ancient and 
Honourable Society; Ancient as having subsisted from Time immemorial, and Honourable, as tending 
in every Particular to render a Man so that he will be but conformable to its glorious Precepts. The 
Greatest Monarchs in all Ages, as well as of Asia and Africa, as of Europe, have been Encouragers of 
the Royal Art; and many of them have presided as Grand Masters over the Masons in their respective 
Territories, not thinking it any lessening to their Imperial Dignities to level themselves with their 
Brethren in Masonry, and to act as they did.

The World’s Great Architect is our Supreme Master, and the unerring Rule He has given us is that by 
which we work.

Religious disputes are never suffered in the Lodge; for, as Masons,we only pursue the universal 
Religion, or the Religion of Nature.

This is the Cement which unites Men of the most different principles in one sacred Band, and brings together those who were the 
most distant from one another. There are three general Heads of Duty which Masons ought always to inculcate, viz.: to God, our 
Neighbours, and Ourselves.

To God, in never mentioning His name but with that Reverential Awe which becomes a Creature to bear to his Creator, and to look 
upon Him always as the Summum Bonum which we came into the world to enjoy; and according to that View to regulate all our 
pursuits.

To our neighbours, in acting upon the Square, or doing as we would be done by.

To Ourselves, in avoiding all Intemperances, and Excesses, whereby we may be rendered incapable of following our Work, or led into 
behaviour unbecoming our laudable Profession, and in always keeping within due bounds and free from all Pollution.

In the State, a Mason is to behave as a peaceable and dutiful Subject, conforming cheerfully to the Government under which he lives. 

He is to pay a due Deference to his Superiors, and from his Inferiors he is rather to receive Honour with some Reluctance, than to 
extort it.

He is to be a Man of Benevolence and Charity, not sitting down contented while his Fellow Creatures, but much more his Brethren,are 
in Want, when it is in his Power (without prejudicing himself or Family) to relieve them.

In the Lodge, he is to behave with all due Decorum, lest the Beauty and Harmony thereof should be disturbed or broken.

He is to be obedient to the Master and presiding Officers, and to apply himself closely to the Business of Masonry, that he may sooner 
become a Proficient therein, both for his own Credit, and that of the Lodge. 

He is not to neglect his own necessary avocations, for the sake of Masonry, nor to involve himself in Quarrels with those who through 
Ignorance may speak evil of or ridicule it.

He is to be a Lover of the Arts and Sciences, and to take all Opportunities of improving himself therein.

If he recommends a Friend to be made a Mason, he must vouch him to be such as he really believes will conform to the aforesaid 
Duties lest by his Misconduct at any Time the Lodge should pass under some evil Imputations. 

Nothing can prove more shocking to all faithful MASONS than to see any of their Brethren profane or break through the sacred Rules 
of their Order, and such as can do it they wish had never been admitted.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summum_bonum
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    Price  Quantity  
Lodge Attendance Register  $      110.00  

   Bible  -  Masonic  $        80.00    
 Bible  -  English Standard  $        22.00  

   Book of Constitution Complete( with cover ) $        30.00  Under Review  
Book of Constitution (without cover)  $        22.00  

   Book of Constitution  (cover only)  $        10.00  
   A5 size Ritual Book of Three Degrees (prompt's copy)  $        30.00  
  

 
Small A7 size Ritual Book  $        20.00  

  
 

Directory – 2016 Edition ( Book )  $          5.00  
   Book of Proceedings 2013 (produced every third Year )  $        10.00  
  

 
Education Book - EA  $          5.00  

   Education Book - FC  $          5.00  
   Education Book - MM  $          3.00   

  Education Book - Mentor  $          4.00  
   Memory Stick - Initiate                     $       10.00    

Education Book - Binder & Slip Cover  $        15.00  
   Freemasons Lapel Pin   $          5.00    

Freemasons Reflective Road Sign (set of 2 signs)       $      120.00   
  

 
Freemason Stamps ( Sheet of 10 )                                                                     $       10.00           

  
 

 
Brochures 

    Forms of Application (New Candidates ) Free 
   Forms of Application (Joining Members ) Free 
   Planning for your Lodge's Future Free 
   Lodge Secretary Handbook Free 
   Simple Answers Free    

Control of the Lodge Free 
   What is Freemasonry  Free 
   Planning for your Lodge’s Future Free    

Order in the House                                      Free    
Enhancing the Roles in the Lodge Free    
Enhancing Fellowship in Your Lodge Free    
Enhancing Lodge Membership, Growth and Retention Free    
Wallet Card:  What is Freemasonry  Free 

   The Freemasons Charity   Free 
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Royal Arch Masonry Education Pages

The	Holy	Royal	Arch	is	a	degree	of	Freemasonry.	The	Royal	Arch	is	present	in	all	main	masonic	
systems,	though	in	some	it	is	worked	as	part	of	Craft	('mainstream')	Freemasonry,	and	in	others	
in an appendant ('additional') order. Royal Arch Masons meet as a Chapter; in the Supreme Order 
of the Holy Royal Arch as practised in the British Isles, much of Europe and the Commonwealth, 
Chapters confer the single degree of Royal Arch Mason.

Membership

In the British Isles, most of continental Europe (including the Masonically expanding states of eastern Europe),and 
most nations of the Commonwealth (with the notable exception of Canada), the teachings of Royal Arch Masonry are 
contained	in	the	"Supreme	Order	of	the	Holy	Royal	Arch"	–	a	stand-alone	degree	of	Freemasonry	which	is	open	to	
those	who	have	completed	the	three	Craft	degrees.	Until	1823,	only	Freemasons	who	had	previously	passed	through	
the chair of a Craft lodge were allowed to join. Today, candidates for an English Holy Royal Arch Chapter are required 
to have been a Master Mason for four weeks or more.

In	Freemasonry	in	Scotland,	the	candidate	for	the	Royal	Arch	must	also	be	a	Mark	Master	Mason,	a	degree	which	
can be conferred within a Royal Arch Chapter if required. In Ireland a candidate must be a Master Mason for one year 
before being admitted as a member of a Royal Arch Chapter. The Degree of Mark Master Mason is taken separately 
first	and	only	then	can	the	Royal	Arch	Degree	be	taken.

In the United States, Canada, Brazil, Israel, Mexico, Paraguay and the Philippines, the Royal Arch is not worked as 
a stand-alone degree as described above, but forms part of the York Rite system of additional Masonic degrees. 
Royal Arch Masons in the York Rite also meet as a Chapter, but the Royal Arch Chapter of the York Rite confers four 
different	degrees:	'Mark	Master	Mason',	'Virtual	Past	Master',	'Most	Excellent	Master',	and	'Royal	Arch	Mason'.	While	
the York Rite degree of 'Royal Arch Mason' is roughly comparable to the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch as 
practised in England and Wales, the other degrees may have equivalents in other appendant orders.

The	Royal	Arch	is	also	the	subject	of	the	13th	and	14th	degrees	of	the	Scottish	Rite	of	Freemasonry	(called	"Ancient	
and Accepted Rite" in England and Wales).

Purpose and Teaching

Similarly	to	Craft	Freemasonry,	the	Royal	Arch	conveys	moral	and	ethical	lessons.	In	the	three	degrees	of	the	Craft,	
the candidate is presented with a series of practical principles of service to his fellow man. But as man is not simply 
a practical being, he also has an essential spiritual aspect to his nature. The Royal Arch further develops this latter 
aspect by a contemplation of man's spiritual nature, not replacing but supporting what the candidate has learnt from 
his own religion.[3] In the Chapter, the teachings of the Royal Arch are conveyed using a ritualised allegory based 
on the Old Testament telling of the return to Jerusalem from the Babylonian captivity to rebuild the City and Temple. 
In clearing the ground of Solomon's Temple for the foundations of a new temple, the candidate makes important 
discoveries.[3]	By	adding	a	further	explanation	to	the	practical	lessons	of	Craft	Freemasonry,	the	Royal	Arch	is	seen	
as an extension of the preceding degrees[4] and the philosophical lessons conveyed are appropriate to that stage in a 
candidate's Masonic development. The symbol or Grand Emblem of Royal Arch Masonry is the Triple Tau.

Origins

The exact origins of Royal Arch Masonry in general, and of the Holy Royal Arch in particular, are unknown except that 
it dates back to the mid 18th century.

Although	glimpses	of	Royal	Arch	vocabulary	appear	in	Masonic	literature	from	the	1720s,	the	first	verifiable	
appearance	of	Royal	Arch	Masonry	is	in	Ireland	in	the	1740s	during	a	Dublin	procession.	According	to	Lodge	No.	
21's records, the “Royal Arch” was carried in a procession by “two excellent Masons” through Youghal, Ireland, on 27 
December 1743.

The degree is also mentioned disapprovingly in Dassigny's "A serious and impartial enquiry into the cause of the 
present	decay	of	Free-masonry	in	the	Kingdom	of	Ireland"	published	in	Dublin	in	1744.[5][6]	Separate	notes	in	this	
work indicate that the rite was practised in Dublin, London and York, and described it as an "organis'd body of men 
who have passed the chair" (i.e. served as the Master of a Craft lodge).

In 1749, the Grand Lodge of Ireland issued warrants to Lodges 190 and 198 to establish "Royal Arch Lodges".
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England and Wales

"Antients" vs. "Moderns"

In 18th century England, the role and purpose of Royal Arch Masonry was the subject of a long debate between the 
two	rival	umbrella	organisations	of	Freemasonry.	In	1717,	four	Craft	lodges	had	formed	the	original	Premier	Grand	
Lodge	of	England	to	govern	Freemasonry	as	practiced	in	England.	From	1751,	this	claim	was	contested	by	another	
group of Craft lodges which formed the Antient Grand Lodge of England. In the ensuing debate, the newer grand 
lodge became known for short as the "Antients", while the older grand lodge was referred to as the "Moderns".

In 1746, Laurence Dermott, who would later become Grand Secretary of the "Antients", had been accepted into a 
Royal Arch Chapter in Dublin, which at that time was open only to those who had previously served as master of a 
Craft	lodge.	He	regarded	the	Royal	Arch	as	the	fourth	degree	of	Craft	Masonry.	Under	his	influence,	the	"Antients"	
championed the Royal Arch degree in England, while it was met with hostility in the Premier Grand Lodge of England.

In 1764, a lodge of Scottish masons attached to the "Antients" switched sides and became the Caledonian Lodge 
attached to the "Moderns". The next year, they assisted in setting up a Royal Arch Chapter admitting masons from 
other Craft lodges which were attached to the "Moderns". In 1766, with the exaltation of Lord Blayney, the Grand 
Master of the "Moderns", this organisation became known as the "Excellent Grand and Royal Arch Chapter", taking 
on	administrative	responsibilities	and	thus	becoming	the	first	Grand	Chapter	in	England.[9][10]	At	the	same	time,	
James Heseltine, the Grand Secretary of the "Moderns", stated about Royal Arch Masonry that "It is part of Masonry 
but has no connection with Grand Lodge" in a letter to a senior German mason. He was also one of the signatories 
on	the	charter	establishing	the	first	Grand	Chapter.[11]	The	minutes	of	the	first	meeting	of	Grand	Chapter	show	that	it	
met in the Turks Head, in the London district of Soho, the same tavern that had shortly before hosted the birth of the 
Antient	Grand	Lodge	of	England.[12]	On	this	occasion,	Thomas	Dunckerley	was	elected	to	hold	the	office	of	Z	(head	
officer	of	the	Chapter)	in	the	absence	of	the	Grand	Master	and	Deputy	Grand	Master.	He	was	later	appointed	Grand	
Superintendent and promoted Royal Arch Masonry in the provincial lodges of the "Moderns" with considerable energy 
and success.

In 1774, the "Antients" formed their own Royal Arch Grand Chapter upon Laurence Dermott's instigation. Its members 
were	Grand	Lodge	officers	who	happened	to	hold	the	Royal	Arch	degree,	its	meetings	were	ordained	by	Grand	Lodge,	
and its proceedings approved by that same body.

By	the	end	of	the	18th	century,	both	Craft	grand	lodges	thus	had	developed	a	different	organisational	approach	to	
the Royal Arch. While the Grand Chapter of the "Moderns" was independent from their Craft Grand Lodge out of 
necessity,	the	Grand	Chapter	of	the	"Antients"	was	closely	tied	to	the	corresponding	Craft	Grand	Lodge.	For	the	
masons organised in the "Antients", the Royal Arch became recognised as the fourth degree, open to those who 
had	served	as	a	master	of	a	Craft	Lodge.	For	the	"Antients",	Grand	Chapter	was	little	more	than	a	cipher,	registering	
names	and	processing	admission	fees.	Effective	governance	of	the	Royal	Arch	degree	rested	with	the	Grand	Lodge	
and the individual Craft lodges that also worked this fourth degree.

Uniting the Two Grand Lodges

At the beginning of the 19th century, when the "Antients" and the "Moderns" moved from rivalry towards union, the 
role and purpose of the Royal Arch became a sticking point. The "Antients" viewed the Royal Arch as a fourth degree 
of	Craft	Freemasonry	and	worked	it	as	part	of	the	Craft	ceremonies,	while	the	"Moderns"	almost	totally	ignored	it.	The	
latter	held	the	opinion	that	Craft	Freemasonry	consisted	of	three	degrees	only	and	that	the	Royal	Arch	was	at	the	most	
an extension of the third (Master Mason's) degree which was to be administered separately. In addition, the "Moderns" 
embedded certain teachings in their third degree ritual that the "Antients" only revealed to those joining the Royal 
Arch.

In 1813, the "Antients" and "Moderns" agreed on an Act of Union and formed the United Grand Lodge of England. 
This was possible only after reaching a compromise on the role and purpose of Royal Arch Masonry. The compromise 
was that after the union, the Royal Arch degree would be fully recognised by the United Grand Lodge (to placate the 
"Antients"), but become a separate order (to placate the "Moderns") while all Craft Lodges would be given sanction 
to work the ceremony (to placate the "Antients"). At the same time, no compromise could be reached on the role and 
purpose	of	the	Mark	degree.	It	was	effectively	proscribed	from	the	Union	until	the	1850s,	until	it	became	organised	
in an independent Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England and Wales. In most countries outside England 
and Wales, however, Mark Masonry became attached to Royal Arch chapters. In its Book of Constitutions, the United 
Grand Lodge of England therefore declared that "...pure Antient Masonry consists of three degrees and no more, viz. 
those	of	the	Entered	Apprentice,	the	Fellow	Craft,	and	the	Master	Mason	including	the	Supreme	Order	of	the	Holy	
Royal Arch.".
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In 1817, four years after the "Antients" and "Moderns" had united their Craft grand lodges, the new United Grand 
Lodge oversaw the formation of a "Supreme Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of England" to govern the Holy 
Royal	Arch	in	England	and	Wales.	By	that	time,	the	Grand	Chapter	of	the	"Antients"	had	effectively	ceased	to	exist	
(only a few meetings are recorded for the time after 1813), so their remaining members were simply absorbed into 
what had previously been the Grand Chapter of the "Moderns".

Another	significant	constitutional	development	in	English	Royal	Arch	Masonry	occurred	in	1823,	when	Master	Masons	
were allowed to join Holy Royal Arch Chapters without having previously passed through the chair of a Craft lodge. 
In	1835,	the	ritual	was	reformed,	when	part	of	the	ceremony	known	as	"Passing	the	Veils"	was	dropped.	It	was	re-
adopted by Bristol Chapters at the turn of the 20th century

New Zealand

The	Grand	Lodge	of	New	Zealand	was	 formed	 in	 1890,	with	 55	Lodges	affiliating—Auckland	4,	
Wellington 5, Canterbury 16, Otago 6, Waikato 1, Manawatu 4, Taranaki 3, Hawke's Bay 4, Southland 
4,	Wairarapa	3,	Westland	3,	Nelson	1,	1Viarlborough	1.	These	belonged	 to	British	Constitutions,	
chiefly	England	and	Scotland.	In	accordance	with	English	custom,	some	of	these	Lodges	had	Royal	
Arch	Chapters	attached	to	 them.	They	were	affiliated	 to	 the	English	Grand	Chapter,	but	were	an	
adjunct to the Craft Lodges and took the same number as the Lodge. When these Lodges transferred 
their	allegiance	to	N.Z.	Grand	Lodge,	their	Chapters	were	left	in	a	rather	anomalous	position.	So	the	
question	of	forming	a	Grand	Chapter	for	New	Zealand	became	a	topic	for	discussion.

The	first	meeting	of	Chapter	representatives	was	held	in	Parliament	Buildings,	Wellington,	on	July	
7th, 1891. There were 10 representatives of 7 Chapters present, and M.E. Comp. E. T. Gillon was 
voted	 to	 the	 Chair.	 The	 Chapters	 represented	 were:	 Waterloo	 (Wellington)	 S.C.,	 St.	 Augustine	
(Christchurch)	E.C.,	Albert	Edward	 (Lyttelton)	E.C.,	Otago	 (Dunedin)	E.C.,	 Zealandia	 (Gisborne)	
S.C.,	Ara	(Auckland)	E.C.,	and	Paritutu	(New	Plymouth)	S.C.

It	was	agreed	to	form	a	New	Zealand	Grand	Chapter	if	7	Chapters	agreed	to	affiliate,	and	all	Chapters	
were supplied with the minutes and asked for their support. The second meeting was held in St. 
Augustine Hall, Christchurch, on October 14, 1891. There were present 8 representatives from 5 
Chapters,	the	only	new	Chapter	being	Victoria	(Napier)	E.C.	They	confirmed	the	previous	resolution,	

and	decided	 that,	 if	 formed,	 the	New	Zealand.	Grand	Chapter	should	be	based	on	 the	 laws	and	 regulations	of	 the	
Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, which embraced the Mark, Excellent and Royal Arch Degrees. Again 
all Chapters were circularised and asked for a reply within 2 months.

The	Supreme	Grand	Royal	Arch	Chapter	of	New	Zealand	was	actually	constituted	on	April	27th,	1892,	at	the	Masonic	
Institute in Auckland. There were present 15 representatives from 8 Chapters, and M.E. Comp. E. T. Gillon was again 
voted	 to	 the	Chair	 and	 subsequently	 elected	 First	Grand	Principal.	 He	 had	 been	 given	 the	 rank	 of	D.G.M.	 on	 the	
formation	of	Grand	Lodge	in	1890.	Eight	Chapters	had	agreed	to	affiliate,	and	they	were	allotted	numbers	according	to	
age.	They	were:

1. St. Augustine, Christchurch, E.C. (1869) 2. Waterloo, Wellington, S.C. (1875) 
3. Southern Cross, Invercargill, E.C. (1877) 
4.	Victoria,	Napier,	E.C.	(1879) 
5.	Paritutu,	New	Plymouth,	S.C.	(not	given) 
6. Albert Edward, Lyttelton, E.C. (1888) 
7. Otago, Dunedin, E.C. (1892) 
8. Waitaki Kilwinning, Oamaru, S.C. not actually completed.

There	was	a	promise	of	 four	new	Chapters	to	be	formed	in	the	near	future.	Actually,	 in	the	first	year,	1892,	six	new	
Chapters	were	formed:

9. Auckland Provincial, Auckland 
10. Wairarapa, Masterton 
11.	Manawatu,	Palmerston	North 
12.	Victory,	Nelson 
13. Waitaki, Oamaru (eventually amalgamated with Waitaki Kilwinning.) 
14. Marlborough, Blenheim and Mokoreta Mark Lodge, Wyndham.

They	represented	a	total	membership	of	346	which	was	the	starting	point	for	Royal	Arch	Masonry	in	New	Zealand	to	
prosper and grow.
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The New Zealand Craftsman Wellington, New Zealand, June 1, 1946

ITALY’S NAVY SURRENDERS AT MALTA.
(By J. Fairbairn Smith, F.P.S., Editor of “Masonic World.”)

[The most bombed spot in the world—Malta—has always been a popular port of 
call for American Naval vessels. In the old days a common phrase among United 
States Naval men was “Go to Malta and be made a Mason.”

Bomb-battered, besieged and bloody for nearly three years, Malta, British outpost 
of the Empire in the Mediterranean, never gave up, and today, having bound up 
her wounds and started the gigantic task of rebuilding, she has now taken on a 
new role. A few months ago this most bombed spot on earth changed its defensive war policy for an offensive one, and 
now acting in the capacity of conqueror she accepted the surrender of the Italian Navy.

When Italy entered the war in June, 1940; this eight-by-seventeen-mile island’s number appeared to be up, but the 
island hung on in the face of growing onslaughts. The really heavy attacks began after the Germans came in force to 
Sicily and North Africa. Day after day 150 to 200 bombers pounded Malta. Thirteen thousand tons of bombs fell in a 
year. By this time last year three-fourths of Valetta’s buildings were unusable. The island had been under attack 12 
hours a day. 

Then, last May, British Spitfires were flown to the island by the American carrier Wasp. They saved the day. From then 
on German and Italian plane losses soared. Thanks to Malta’s resolute defences and great rock caverns, casualties had 
been fewer than Axis airmen killed.

Malta has long been intimately connected with the Masonic Institution and this in spite of the fact that in 1840, Pope 
Clement XI issued a Bull against the Fraternity and forbade meetings on the island. Prior to 1740 Masonry in Malta was 
governed by the Order of the Knights of Malta, and in consequence they were not in favour of the papal order, but could 
do little to set it aside. The Order of Malta is at the present time a part of the Knights Templar system of America.

In 1771 an independent Lodge was formed by members of the Order, and Tommasi and De Lovas, both Grand Crosses, 
served respectively as Worshipful Master and Deputy Master. The other officers of this Lodge were also members of 
the Order of Malta. The Lodge was legally constituted by the Grand Lodge of England, March 30, 1789, and named St. 
John’s Lodge of Secrecy and Harmony. 

It is of particular interest to American Masons to know that among the many distinguished Americans who have been 
made members of the Masonic Fraternity in Maltese Lodges are a great many naval men. It was here that America’s 
first Admiral, David G. Farragut, first saw Masonic light, as did Commodore Thomas McDonough, hero of Lake 
Champlain, and Captain James Lawrence, whose dying words were “Don’t give up the ship.” In those days a common 
phrase among naval men was, “Go to Malta and be made a Mason.” Commodore Stephen Decatur, hero of Algiers and 
conqueror of the Barbary Pirates, and John Howard Payne, author of “Home, Sweet Home,” are known to have visited 
Lodges on the island. 

The cockpit of war for centuries, Malta has been one of the most hotly contested spots in today’s world conflict. As the 
eagle’s nest of giant Wellington and Blenheim bombers that have raided Axis convoys trying to bring reinforcements 
to Rommel’s desert forces, Malta was the key to the whole Mediterranean war theatre. Its harbour at Valetta was the 
refuge and refuelling depot for the Allied fleet units that stalked the Axis navies. In. retaliation, Malta, and its two tiny 
neighbours Gozo and Comino, have been bombed over 3000 times. No longer and not much wider than Manhattan 
Island, and only 20 minutes’ flying time from the former hostile air bases in Sicily, it was bombed almost consistently 
since the war began—perhaps the most terrible drubbing ever handed out to one spot in the history of the world.
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Stubbornly sticking to their war-lashed island, the 270,000 men, women and children of Malta virtually lived on a 
battlefield. Today hardly a house or field remains unscarred. Driven from the surface of the earth, the Maltese went 
down deep into the catacombs and caves that have existed from the time of the Crusades. No bomb reached them, but 
they gave up all semblance of normal living.

On the surface the British garrison pointed the snouts of anti-aircraft guns skyward to hang a curtain of death around all 
Malta. On the runways, swift, lethal Spitfires and Hurricanes roared past bomb craters to take on the attacking Stukas 
and Messerschmitts. Slugging back night and day, Malta cost the Axis over 2000 planes, and now the bad times are 
over and the first tangible reward of the superb courage of the people is the surrender of Italy’s Navy.

The desire for the possession and use of Malta has caused it to be the scene of many sanguinary and bloody 
struggles. Nations and peoples and religious faiths have sought to conquer it and make it serve their interests. The 
great Napoleon on his way to the claimed conquest of Egypt and the East in 1798 regarded it as so important that he 
turned aside to capture it. The French retained possession of it until 1800, when the British by force of arms acquired 
it and dispossessed the French. They promptly made it a great naval base in which to command and dominate their 
Mediterranean Sea route to India. The magnificent harbour in the island, one of the greatest in the world, admirably 
serves the purpose of a naval base. In it vessels may be sheltered from the storms and needed repairs made.

Its beautiful capital of Valetta, which was built by the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem at enormous expense and was 
likewise the seat of their Government, is located upon the grand harbour. It was first settled by the Phoenicians about 
the 16th Century B.C.. Of this settlement there are numerous archaeological remains. The Phoenicians were succeeded 
by the Greeks about 736 B.C., who named it Melita; then followed the Carthaginians; then followed the Romans. who 
left many remains of their occupancy; then followed the Vandals, Goths, and again the Greeks; then the Arabs; then the 
Normans, and then it was politically attached to Sicily until 1530 A.D., when the Emperor Charles the Fifth ceded it to the
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. During their occupancy of 268 years, they built the capital city of Valetta, named in 
honour of Jean de Valett, the Grand Master, who successfully defended the island against the Turks in 1565.

The Knights rendered invaluable service to Christiandom in checking and chastising the Barbary Pirates and in 
fefending the island against the incessant attacks of the Turks. In 61 A.D., St. Paul was shipwrecked on the island as 
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. This fact, and the occupancy by the Knights of St. John, gives to the island an 
intense interest to all of Christian faith. The rise to great power of the Christian States of Europe with their intense spirit 
of Nationalism and the decline of the Turkish power, brought to a close the warlike activities of the Knights. Their mission 
of protecting Europe and the Christian Faith from the Turks and the infidels was ended. The Order, therefore, entered 
upon a period of decadence, which had so far progressed that in 1798 the island was surrendered by the Knights to 
Napoleon almost without a struggle, and the scarlet banner of St. John with the white cross upon it, which had proudly 
floated over the island for 268 years, was lowered, never again to be raised as in the days of their greatest glory. Thus 
passed out of existence this great and noble Order. Its history and memory are preserved in the Commandery of Knights 
Templar by the Order of Malta. T

he Knights Templar is a Christian Order, founded upon the Christian religion and the practice of Christian virtues, and 
to which all Masons of that faith may become members. Malta’s modern Masonic history began with the appointment 
of Waller Rodwell Wright, British Consul in the Ionian Islands, as Provincial Grand Master. Under his leadership and 
direction Masonry grew and prospered. The present oldest Lodge—St. John and St. Paul—received its dispensation 
April 15, 1815, and is still on the rolls of the United Grand Lodge of England as No. 349. There are today seven English, 
two Irish and one Scottish Lodges in existence. Royal Arch Masonry is also represented by several Chapters.

Thus is Malta, G.C., in the year of our Lord 1943. The initials stand for the George Cross, awarded by Past Grand 
Master, His Majesty King George VI of Great Britain to the entire population for their heroism against siege and 
barbarism. —”The South Australian Freemason.” 
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ROSE CROIX
By F. T. CRAMPHORN, 
Past Sovereign Helena Chapter No. 175 and St.Cedd Chapter No. 287 (Essex)

The origin and development of Freemasonry, like that of most human activities, is veiled in obscurity. 
Mediaeval and early English writers were not as a rule actuated by the necessity of strict accuracy in 
recording facts, and in consequence the historian of today must endeavour to piece together such scraps of information as are 
available in his endeavour to arrive at a truthful account of a bygone era.

This generalisation applies with particular emphasis to the early history of Rose Croix Masonry, and it is rendered still more 
obscure by the fact that it is intimately connected with Templarism, Rosicrucianism, Alchemy, Hermeticism, Kaballism, and a 
number of other Scottish and Continental philosophical speculations.

The historian Mackey states that the whole subject is in a state of inextricable confusion and that it is impossible to point 
distinctly to the period or place where Rose Croix received its organisation as a Masonic grade. In the absence of authentic 
history, we can sometimes get at any rate a pointer in legend, and there is a very persistent legend that after the persecution 
and overthrow of the Knights Templar and the martyrdom of their Grand Master, Jacques de Molay, at the instigation of Pope 
Clement V and King Philip the Fair of France in 1314, a number of Knights escaped to Scotland and placed themselves under 
the protection of Robert Bruce, and after the Battle of Bannockburn this Monarch instituted the Royal Order of Heredom and 
established its chief seat at Kilwinning. It is a fact however, that Kilwinning was the centre of much Masonic activity in the Middle 
Ages, and Kilwinning and Heredom have in the course of time become invested with great importance in Masonic tradition. 

To return to facts, in the year 1747 the Pretender, Prince Charles Edward, established a so-called Chapter at Arras in France, 
and the intimate connection between Scotland and France in Jacobite times fully accounts for the crossing of the Channel by 
any Masonic organisation that may have previously existed there. Probably from this source, or possibly from some other at 
present untraced, there did appear in France in the early eighteenth century a Rite somewhat resembling the modern Rose 
Croix, from which it is descended.

This Rite was eventually absorbed into the welter of degrees which arose in the years 1740 and 1750, and which ultimately 
became the so-called Rite of Perfection and finally the A. mid A. Rite. Whether or not the Templar tradition be accepted, it will 
be appreciated that the proto-Rose Croix is, in its essence, much older than the rest of the series, into which, after all, it only 
fits fairly well. In 1761 the Rite of Perfection crossed the Atlantic, and a Supreme Council was established at Charleston, in the 
United States. 

From it arose in 1813 the Supreme Council of New York, and in 1846 that of England. 

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
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Such, very briefly, is a rough sketch of the history of the degree. I now come to what is far more important and interesting—its 
ethics. The organisation of our ancestors, the mediaeval Operative Masons, as might be expected from the fact that they were 
largely employed in ecclesiastical buildings, was very definitely of a religious—nay, of a Christian—character. Listen to the 
preface of one of their Old Charges: " The might of the Father of Heaven, with the wisdom of His Glorious Son, through the 
goodness of His Holy Spirit, that be three persons in one Godhead, be with us in our beginning, and give us grace so to govern 
our living that we may come to His bliss that shall never have ending." (Incidentally, will you note the presence of the rhyming 
jingle, so characteristic of early Masonic writings?)

This preface is quoted from the Charge known as the " Holywell ", a M.S. written in 1747, but it appears with but slight verbal 
changes in all of the nearly 100 such documents yet discovered, all of which were  written about the early fourteenth and the 
seventeenth centuries. When Operative gave place to Speculative Masonry, this Christian tradition was carried on, and indeed 
persisted in Craft Masonry until well after the formation of Grand Lodge in 1717.

Meanwhile the conception of the universality of Freemasonry was growing up, and it began to be felt that the scheme of an 
all-embracing brotherhood must be wide enough to include God-fearing men of all races and creeds. 

It was probably on this principle .that Christian references began to be eliminated from our Craft Ritual. Indeed, it is said that 
the Duke of Sussex, the Grand Master of the Union, deliberately excised all such remaining references.

This process, particularly in the Royal Arch was slow. Indeed, as late at 1800, the Rev. George Oliver, that voluminous and 
discursive writer, was contending that all references to T.G.A.O.T.U. in the R.A. were, in fact, references to the Founder of the 
Christian religion. Dr Oliver's speculations never had more than a limited acceptance, and are today almost forgotten, but the 
desire for the renewal of the Christian concept of Freemasonry persisted, and the revival of the Templar Degrees, which had 
retained a precarious existence in Bristol since 1770, and in London since 1791, and the
establishment of the English Supreme Council of the A. & A. Rite in 1845, to which I have already alluded, are its direct outcome.

It is, in the opinion of the writer, most unfortunate that the sublime and beautiful Rose Croix degree should have got attached to 
such a mass of ill-digested legend and invention as is exhibited in the fourth to the fourteenth degrees, and to a lesser extent 
in the fifteenth and sixteenth.

The various Supreme Councils through whose government it has passed seem to have been of the opinion that these 
inappropriate surroundings of the Rose Croix have existed long enough to be considered as a sort of landmark, and in 
consequence they still appear, though in an emasculated form, in the English ritual. But they are far from extinction.

In America they are worked as a spectacle, generally by professional teams. In England they are used to provide an opportunity 
of occasional demonstrations by talented brethren having the ability to memorise and to declaim. It must be admitted, however, 
that they have but little relationship to the Craft, and still less to the Royal Arch.
 
Recently short explanations have been included in the Rose Croix Ritual. If one may be permitted to criticise their authors, 
whilst one must admire the skill and ingenuity with which they have modified the frequently meaningless and sometimes 
horrible details they contain, one may at the same time express regret that in the case of the seventeenth degree, the only one 
of the series which may reasonably be considered as in any way an introduction to the Rose Croix, they have not thought it 
necessary to give any indication of the signs, tokens and words communicated to the candidate.

Perhaps it may be useful at this point to call attention to one item in its symbolism. It will not have escaped the attention of Past 
Masters in the Craft, that the Candidate who has just been accepted as a Knight is, in fact, the Master of a Lodge who, as a 
Master Mason, has passed through the gate of Death, and now, as a Past Master, seeking more Light in the spiritual plane, 
finds himself pursued by the Evil One. Glancing over his right shoulder, he sees this Spirit and cries in Horror, " Abaddon," but 
his Guardian, also seeing it, gives him the encouraging counter - cry, " Jahabulon ", and in the knowledge that the Lord is his 
help, the Knight can now escape from this pursuit and join in the search for the Lost Word and all that that Word implies.

Then he may petition the Most Wise Sovereign and the imagery is further carried out in the Dark Room. The present Rose Croix 
Ritual is, of course, descended from the Charleston Supreme Council, but it has been considerably modified since it first came 
to London, and indeed is still in process of development. These alterations have brought it more into line with modern standards 
and as it is at present most Masons will admit that it contains much that appeals to present-day thought, and that it does, in fact, 
in the words of Mackey, " apply the rites, symbols and traditions of Ancient Craft Masonry to the last and greatest dispensation."
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This finds illustration in the symbols of the Degree. The Temple of Solomon of the Craft, which led to the Temple of Zerubbabel 
of the Royal Arch, has now become a third Temple—that of which it was said:—" Destroy this Temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up again." The smooth Ashlar of the Craft has become the Cubic Stone, changed into the Mystic Rose, that " proper 
place for the reception of the Word," which itself symbolises the Truth for which all nations of the world have long searched, and 
which has now been revealed to us.

The pillars of Wisdom, Strength and Beauty, which supported the ancient Temple, are replaced by the Christian pillars of Faith, 
Hope and Charity. The Great Lights, of course, remain, because they are the very essence of Masonry, but have now become 
thirty-three, symbolised in the eleven-day journey to each, and which, even though discovered as tiny lights in the darkness of 
despair, yet shine out in glory on the Altar in the Red Room, reminding us of the thirty-three years of the Master's life on Earth. 
And so we night go on, showing how all the symbols of Craft and Royal Arch Masonry have become etherialised and invested 
with fuller meanings in what truthfully can be described as " the Perfection of Masonry ", the Apothesis of  brotherhood in the 
realisation of the " Light of the World." I commend this study to you as an exercise in the study of symbolism. It should not be 
a difficult task.
_______________________________________________________________________
The Research Lodge of Otago
Vol 5. No 12 May, 1978

DISCUSSION ON LECTURES-SUMMARIES

CRAMPHORN: Rose Croix..

Bro. C. N. Batham, P.M. Quatuor Coronati Lodge, writes:

On page 72 he says "To return to facts, etc. . ." and goes on to refer to a Chapter at Arras founded by the Young Pretender. In 
view of the massive amount that has been printed from time to time I can well understand him thinking that this is a fact, but I 
fear it is not. When the Young, Pretender was living in Rome in 1777 he was asked, if he was a Freemason and emphatically 
denied it. It is also a fact that there is no reference to, or suggestion of his being a Freemason in any State papers, -Stuart or 
Hanoverian, nor is there any mention of it in any other `records that can be accepted as trustworthy.

You may be interested in the following extract from an article that I wrote on this subject:

"French writers are remarkably vague and contradictory on this subject. When the lodge at Arras constituted a so-called ‘Rose 
Croix’ Chapter in 1745, it is said that it was under the authority of a Warrant granted by the Young Pretender. Thory1 states 
that this warrant opened with the words ‘We, Charles Edward Stuart, King of England . . .’, whereas according to Jouast2 the 
words were 'We, Charles Edward Stuart, Pretender to the Throne of England. . .’ To prove these-statements to be fraudulent, it 
is only necessary to point out that his father was alive at that time, Charles Edward would not have described himself as King 
of England and that neither then nor later would he have dreamed of calling himself a Pretender. In his view and in the view of 
all Jacobites, he and his father were rightful Kings of England.

Other writers claim to have seen this Warrant and often their claims are supported by the sworn evidence of notaries, though 
not only does the wording vary from writer to writer, but no one has ever included an illustration of this precious document, 
nor even described it in detail. In the presence of such worthy sworn evidence we can only marvel that Charles Edward found 
it necessary to issue so many varying Warrants to one lodge for the purpose of constituting just one Chapter." I am always 
interested to read your Transactions which must provide your members with a great deal of interest.

REFERENCES:

1 Annales Originis, p. 184.
2 Histoire du Grand Orient, p. 84.
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Masonic Orders in New Zealand with Sovereign Body Overseas

Commemorative Order of St Thomas of Acon

St Thomas of Acon was constituted in 1973 under charter from The Grand Master's Council.

The Order of St. Thomas of Acon was established in 1974 as a result of twenty years' research 
in the Guildhall Library in London by John E. N. Walker, who for many years was the Secretary 
General of the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia. The ancient records of the Order, written in 
medieval French and Latin, had been deposited in the Guildhall Library and escaped the Great 
Fire of 1666. The Order now operates under the official title of The Commemorative Order of 
St Thomas of Acon.

The Commemorative Order of St. Thomas of Acon is an independent British Christian masonic organisation. 
Membership is restricted to those who are subscribing members of a Preceptory (Commandery) in amity with the Great 
Priory of the United Religious, Military and Masonic Order of the Temple of England and Wales and Provinces Overseas 
(commonly referred to as the Knights Templar). Membership is by invitation only. The basic organisation of the Order is 
a Chapel.

History
That we have a revival of this very English Order of Chivalry is due to the untiring efforts of our first Grand Master, Sir 
John of Dorking. John spent more than twenty years searching the archives of the Guildhall Library for information about 
the Order of St Thomas of Acon intending initially to write its history. Happily, he discovered the report of the Installation 
of the Master in 1510, an account so unusual and so typically English, that he felt compelled to revive the Order, albeit 
Masonically, rather than attempt to compete with the many histories of these Islands - some, alas, more lurid than 
accurate which vie for public attention.

In former times, few could read or write so that memories were better developed than ours. Pythagoras forbade all 
writing, considering it "the destroyer of all memory"; fortunately most people were more tolerant. It was not necessary 
to record what was to be spoken, nor to give more than headings of the order of events; such clues as have survived 
require imaginative interpretation. Good stories, on the other hand, (such as those of Becket, father and son), were 
written down for use as homilies by priests.

The Third Crusade began in 1189 AD, and on the 8th June 1191 King Richard 1 (Richard Coeur de Lion) arrived with 
his forces, before the seaport of Acre, and captured the city in 5 weeks. Amongst the English force was one, William, 
the Chaplain to the Dean of St Paul's, who when he saw the corpses of the Christians about the walls of Acre, had 
compassion on them. With the aid of a few helpers he buried a large number of the dead, and tended the wounded. 
Seeing that his actions were being appreciated, William formed an Order for the express purpose of burying Christian 
Knights who fell in battle in the Holy Land. To this first purpose he added a second, the raising of monies to redeem 
ransomed captives captured by the Saracens. The Order being formed at Acre its name was incorporated in the title 
(the Anglicised version ofAcre being Acon). The Order was so successful that William was able to build a church and 
churchyard that he dedicated to St Thomas 'a Becket, thus the Order became entitled the Commemorative Order of St 
Thomas of Acon, Through disease and death of the other knights fighting in the Holy Land, this Order of English monks 
was pressed into service as replacements, and became an Order of military monks, (it was also at this time circa 1279 
that the Prior lost his pre-eminent position, this being accorded to the Master), fighting alongside the Knights of the 
Temple, the Knights of the Hospital of St John the Almsgiver, the Knights of the Hospital of Lazarus and the Teutonic 
Knights of the Hospital of St Mary. King Richard I rewarded their valour by according them the status of an Order 
of Chivalry. Of all the five noble Orders of knights in the Holy Land at this time, only this Order had a purely English 
foundation - a fact of which we should be justly proud.

In England the Order acquired the property of the Becket family in Cheapside where they built a Chapel and a 
headquarters. Following the battle of Acre, the Order of St Thomas of Acon merged temporarily with the Order of the 
Temple. When the knights were subsequently driven out of Cyprus, the Chapel of the Order ofSt Thomas was the only 
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church on the island permitted to ring its bells. Remains of this church can still be visited.

Old records are sparse, the last admission into the Order being recorded on the 2nd February 1367, but that the order 
continued is not in doubt as the records of the Installation of a Master in 1510 mentioned above demonstrate and it was 
listed as one of the Orders dissolved by Henry VIII.

At the dissolution of the monasteries in 1538, he offered the Chapel of the Order for sale, and, in memory of St Thomas 
(Thomas 'a Becket being canonised barely two years after his death during the Lentern period in 1173), and in view of 
the association of his father, Gilbert, with their trade, the Worshipful Company of Mercers purchased it. The Chapel in 
Cheapside was destroyed in the Great Fire of London and the present Mercers Hall and Chapel were built on the site. 
This is a matter of historical record, lengthy articles have been published in the "Historical Review", which is available 
in most public libraries and in several books. All that remains today to remind us of that building is the recumbent statue 
of Christ, which lies at the entrance of the new Mercers' Chapel. Additionally, the Church of St Thomas, in the City of 
London, was built in honour of St Thomas 'a Becket, and the Mayor, on the day of his Installation, always attended Mass 
in that church, before proceeding to St Paul's.

St Thomas ‘a Becket
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The New Zealand Masonic Family Tree Booklet is Being Updated. Order an Advance Copy

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=Order%20NZ%20Family%20Tree%20Booklet
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Freemasonry Advertisements in Old New Zealand Newspapers - Found On Papers Past

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 1055, 
27 DECEMBER 1870

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 1055, 
27 DECEMBER 1870

PRESS, VOLUME XVI, ISSUE 2237, 24 JUNE 1870

MARLBOROUGH EXPRESS, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 204, 20 NOVEMBER 1869

NELSON EVENING MAIL, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 301, 
24 DECEMBER 1869

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers
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MOUNT IDA CHRONICLE, VOLUME I, ISSUE 22, 
2 JULY 1869

PRESS, VOLUME XVI, ISSUE 2150, 9 MARCH 1870

WESTPORT TIMES, VOLUME III, ISSUE 448, 
7 JANUARY 1869

PRESS, VOLUME XVI, ISSUE 2233, 20 JUNE 1870
WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 926, 

5 AUGUST 1870
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Some Cute Animal Pictures
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Another Selection of Short Poems

The Benefits Of Exercise
by Alan Balter

All my life I've been extra large, plus
   I'm known as a very large fellow.

I would easily pass as a school district bus
   If somebody painted me yellow.

"No secret to losing weight," I've been told.
   "Just cut the fat from your diet."

"Get up and about even if it's cold."
   Once again, I decided to try it.

But jogging was something senseless to me,
   And riding a bike seemed insane.
Joining a gym involved a large fee,

   And lifting weights was a pain.

So for exercise I choose horseback riding.
   It's fun and easier than it sounds.
It's a very effective form of dieting

   'Cause my horse lost forty pounds.

I Am Not Old
by Nandita Shailesh Shanbhag

My eyes are fine; they are just printing words small.
I just use a walking stick to seem stately and tall.

Nothing is wrong with my sense of smell.
My ears are fine if you don't whisper but yell.

The wrinkles are just laugh lines; they will go away.
It is fashion that has turned my hair from black to grey.

It's the cold, not age that is stiffening my knees.
I like to hum as I walk; it's not a wheeze.

What extra kilos? My scale is broken down.
If I try, I can still fit into my wedding gown.

My bones don't creak; my shoes are new.
My memory is sharp. Oh, do I know you?

Golf Chat
By Joanna Fuchs

Three old men on the golf course,
(Each had trouble hearing well)

Were playing a round on a breezy day,
When one blew over and fell.

"Windy, isn't it?" said one of them,
While helping the other to rise.

"No, it's Thursday," said the second man.
And they walked off to exercise.

The third man had listened intently;
Now he chimed in, with good cheer;

As he followed the others, he called out,
"So am I. Let's have a beer!"

How Come?
By Joanna Fuchs

A pastor journeyed to heaven;
A cab driver followed him through;

The cab driver got a mansion;
The pastor got a lean-to.

"How come?" inquired the pastor,
"This seems like a charade."

"They slept through your sermons," said Peter;
"When he drove, his passengers prayed."

Life Madness
By Joanna Fuchs

Life gets faster every day,
No time to think, no time to play.

Hurry, chaos, lots of stress,
Tension leads to sleeplessness.

When will all this madness cease?
Where is free time? Where is peace?

I'm running, doing, till I drop.
Give me buttons: Pause, Mute, STOP!



- 32 -

 Trivial Pursuits Questions for October. 

1. Which flying pioneer was nicknamed the lone eagle?
2. Horse statue - mounted man - on two legs - how did the man die? 
3. Which American state produces the most potatoes? 
4. Who wrote Dr Zhivago? 
5. Who is Charlie Browns favourite baseball player (fictional)? 
6. Emerald is the birth stone for which month? 
7. Whose yacht was called Honey Fitz? 
8. What is the white trail behind a jet plane made from? 
9. What Italian habit did Thomas Coyrat introduce to England 1608? 
10. Purl Plain Fisherman's Cable types of what? 
11. Why was Mary Mallen locked up from 1915 to 1938? 
12. If you were doing vaccimulgence what doing? 
13. For what purpose was the chow chow dog originally bred as? 
14. What kind of fruit is a kumquat? 
15. Who was the Greek goddess of love? 
16. What first appeared in New York World 21st December 1913? 
17. Which group of animals are called a cete? 
18. Which herb did the Romans eat top prevent drunkenness? 
19. What is the original literal meaning of the word bride?
20. Who ran the first marathon?
21. What is the only creature that can turn its stomach inside out?
22. What is Milan's opera house called?
23. What is the oldest most widely used drug on earth?
24. What type of animal is a Samoyed?
25. In which country did draughts (checkers) originate?
26. Shane Fenton became famous as who?
27. What is the worlds most popular green vegetable?
28. What does a racoon do before eating its food?
29. What other name is used for the snow leopard?
30. Which drink did Bach enjoy so much he wrote a cantata for it?
31. Who invented the first safety razor in 1895?
32. What nationality is Thor Heyerdahl?
33. What 3 ingredients make a sidecar cocktail?
34. A spunder or drift is the name for a group of what animals?
35. What is Erse?
36. On oometer measures what?
37. What did table tennis balls used to be made from?
38. If you had variola what disease have you got? 
39. Which playing card is called the Curse of Scotland?
40. Which painter did Hans van Meegeren most fake?
41. Which country had the first women MPs 19 in 1907?
42. In 1969 what category was added to the Nobel prizes?
43. In which city was Bob Hope born?
44. In the human body where is your occiput?
45. Who wrote the Star-Spangled Banner?
46. Which food did Victorians deride as little bags of mystery?
47. Which actor was dubbed the muscles from Brussels?
48. Which film star was the first to appear on a postage stamp?
49. What would you expect to find in a binnacle?
50. Which Hollywood star has made the cover of Life most times? An
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