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“If you want to make enemies, 
try to change something.”

– Woodrow Wilson

 
Notes: 

1.  This newsletter is distributed free of charge.
2.  To subscribe or unsubscribe send an e-mail to the   
 Editor
3.  Letters to the Editor and other contributions are   
 welcome. Send an e-mail to the Editor.
4.  The views expressed in this newsletter are those of   
	 the	contributors	only	and	do	not	necessarily	reflect	the		
	 official	policy	or	position	of	Freemasons	New	Zealand		
 or any other agency, organisation, employer or   
 company.
5.		 Unless	specifically	named,	articles	in	this	newsletter			
 do not refer to any person living or dead.

© W.Bro John MacDonald 2019

Some Quick Reads
WHITE GLOVES

In the Middle Ages the Operative Masons wore gloves to 
protect their hands, much as carpenters and other workmen 
wore aprons to protect their clothing; the smith an apron of 
leather. 

In law, we learn that a man must “Come into Court with 
clean hands”. This is, without fault or falsehood. 

In the services of the Roman Church in the Middle Ages, 
the members of the Priesthood wore gloves to denote that 
human hands should not handle sacred things white gloves 
were often worn in European courts to denote innocence. 

Thus, while one may know something of a crime, by wearing 
white gloves, he showed that he had no part in the actual 
crime, and was willing to aid in capturing the offenders.

In services for the dead, white gloves, as a symbol of purity, 
have been worn for many ages by those who took an active 
part in the service.

Thus, he who is clad in white gloves confesses his past 
offences, and by that symbol ask, that those offences be 
forgiven.

ORIGIN OF THE PHYSICAL PENALTIES

There seems no doubt that the various 'penalties' 
which were used in the Obligations came from the 
curious ordinances which were observed in the reign 
of Henry VI for the conduct of the Court of Admiralty 
for the Humber. jones' , quoting from William Andrews' 
Old Time Punishments, informed us that from 1451 
the Mayor of Hull was the Admiral of the Humber, and 
that the Court consisted of 'masters, merchants and 
mariners with all others that do enjoy the King's stream 
with hook, net and any engine' 
and were addressed as follows:

You masters of the quest, if you, or any of you, 
dishonour or disclose anything of the King is secret 
council, or of the council of your fellows (for the present 
you are admitted to be the King's counsellors), you are 
to be, and shall be, had down to the low water mark, 
where must be made three times,Yes! for the King, and 
then and there this punishment, by the law prescribed, 
shall be executed upon them, that is, their hands and 
feet bound, their throats cut, their tongues pulled out,  
and their bodies thrown into the sea..

LETTER FROM A MASTER MASON DATED 1272

My Dear Gilbert,

My heart is warm within me this summer evening.  I 
have finished my task of building the Choir, the Crossing 
and the Transepts of this Cathedral Priory or Minister 
(Monasterium), at Edgeley in the Archdiocese of York. 
Tomorrow I leave for London to join the household 
of one of the King’s Master Masons. I have come far 
since I left the Abbey school at Citeaux to so plague the 
quarrymen with my questions and importunities, that he 
found me a place among his stones. You who should 
have become a Knight-at-Arms never recovered from 
your accident, and found your life work among books 
and documents, deeds and chronicles.

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=Letter%20to%20the%20Editor
http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures/69-a-cable-tows-length.html
http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures/125-the-making-of-a-cathedral.html
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http://www.masoniclibrary.org.au/research/list-lectures.html
http://sifreemasons.org.nz/
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Editorial September 2019

Editor North News

The Role of a Grand Lecturer in New Zealand in 2019

Having had my name recently announced as Grand Lecturer for the Northern Division I thought it might be useful to let you know how I 
understand this role. At the three Divisional seminars held in the Northern Division earlier this year there was a session on Education and 
Training. These evoked some interesting ideas and also highlighted the fact that many of the speakers had no idea of what a Grand Lecturer 
is supposed to do in this day and age.  Confusion clearly existed between this role (which was established around 2005) and that of the former 
District Grand Lecturers.  These earlier Brethren were charged (Ref: Book of Constitution 1976 Rule 59):

(a.) to deliver in Craft Lodges lectures upon the ethics, symbolism and history of Freemasonry.
(b.) To deliver each year in office at least four lectures in four different Lodges within the District in which he resided. Failure to do so meant  
 that he was not entitled to the Past Grand rank.
(c.) A Grand Lecturer had not authority over or powers of supervision in Lodges, and was not permitted in any way to interfere in matter of  
 ritual or etiquette.
Lodges were also not permitted to invite a Grand Lecturer as a way of “filling in” the work for a night when there was nothing else on the agenda.

Today the role of a Grand Lecturer is very different. Quoting from the Position Application Form issued by National Office this year we find:

POSITION SUMMARY:
The Grand Lecturer is to provide the encouragement and motivation of District and Lodge educational personnel in his Division.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:
• Organise, coordinate and manage Masonic educational programs throughout his Division and report on these to his Divisional GM.
• Provide support and guidance on Masonic education to his District GMs and their appointed District Education Officers.
• Coordinate all District educational programs, and where necessary provide support and guidance to District Education Officers to   
 ensure that Masonic education is available to every Lodge in his Division.
• Attend NEC meetings and inform that committee on educational achievements and issues in his Division; to bring from those meetings  
 the best practices nationwide and pass this on to his Divisional DM, District GMs and District Education Officers; to ensure that national  
 policies and strategic decisions on educational matters as approved by the Board of General Purposes are brought to the attention of his  
 Division GM.
• Inspire, motivate and encourage District and Lodge Education Officers to organise seminars and workshops on Masonic education.
• To advise his Divisional GM on educational events and programmes to be included in the Divisional plan. 

Note that there is no longer a requirement for a Grand Lecturer to deliver “Lectures” in Lodges. This role is now taken on by District Education 
Advisors (renamed from the former District Grand Lecturers) and Lodge Education Officers. However I will certainly be delivering “seminars” and 
other Masonic Education and Training sessions around the Division as requested

I look forward to assisting our Divisional Grand Master and 5 District Grand Masters to get Masonic Education and Training seen in a positive 
light in their respective Districts, and help with “training” their Education Advisors and Education Officers as required (once appointed ) and 
ready to go.

Subsequently I have resigned as District Education Advisor for the Northland District having held the office since 2013. It is now time for 
someone else to take on this rewarding role. Volunteers should contact the incoming District Grand Master VW Bro Ron 
McCracken and let him know they are interested.

The other change that will come shortly is that this newsletter will no longer be published by me. I will certainly continue to produce a newsletter 
for the next three years however it will have a Northern Division flavour and reflect all 5 Districts in our Division rather than only Northland. Craft 
Lodge news can be posted on the Divisional website using the form that can be found here.  Assistant Editors needed! Contact me please.

I also expect that early in the New Year I will be making visits to all our Districts and running some half day seminars on the Masonic websites. 
The plan at the moment is that one of these will be specifically for Lodge Secretary’s and also the hidden secretary’s whose names do not 
appear on Installation Programs. The second session will be for all Brethren who want to learn more about our Freemasons New Zealand 
and Divisional websites. Once arrangements have been made with our new District Grand Masters (after November) I will give you plenty of 
advance notice of this through the District Secretaries and other e-mail options.

Exciting time ahead with some changes which will hopefully generate some positive discussion as well. Lets enjoy these together.

mailto:ronbev433%40gmail.com?subject=District%20Education%20Advisor%20Information%20Please
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/contentuploader.php
mailto:john%40merlin.net.nz?subject=Assistant%20Editor%20information%20please
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What's Happened in Northland Recently

CHARITY UPDATE
To Read the Full articles and see more photos click here

Northland Emergency Services Trust Helicopter Ipad Installations

W Bro Harry Gray PGD and myself officially saw the IPad’s installed and up and running in the Helicopters last week.  The 
first to fly fully equipped happened yesterday on 29 July 2019.  These IPads are now the latest and are equipped with all 
the latest of technology and applications to assist the pilot & co-pilot in the navigation & patient information on separate 
screens during flight and are blue toothed to the main computer screen which is quite small in comparison to the units 
which we have funded for them. This modification to their equipment will greatly assist in many aspects of Helicopter 
rescues in NORTHLAND and any other areas that they may be called to.   

 
This special project has only been made possible through the Annual Northland Masonic Bowling Tournament.  Many 
special thank you’ s go to all the Lodge members who continue to participate in this event and to Harry & Margaret Gray 
and the committee members who give their time so freely to this most worthy project each year. Brethren and Ladies, 
charitable support like this is not possible without your continued support and participation.

Photo on the left shows VW Bro Kevin Burch Dist GM and  W Bro Harry Gray PGD , Chairman of the Northland Masonic 
Bowling Tournament, check out the final installations of the 4 Ipads in the 2 new Helicopters in the Whangarei Hangar of 
The Northland Emergency Services Trust (NEST) 

Photo on the right shows the two new ipads installed in the cockpit ready for take off. One IPad is on the very left hand 
side of the cockpit and the other is very visible on the right hand side of the picture on the right. This project was also 
kindly supported by the Freemasons Charity. Many thanks go to Brian Crone for the great work that you do on our behalf.

Recently Judy and I visited the Kinds Hands Respite Care 
Cottage to view the playground now finally completed. 

The children acquire many benefits from this area allowing them 
to build on their cognitive skills and learn new ones, also learning 
to share and communicate with their playmates.

The other smaller donation which we have assisted them with is 
the purchase of two double strollers, so that they can be taken 
out four at a time to the park, community or for a little sunshine. 
This money also came through the bowling committee & was 
supported by the Freemasons Charity.

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/1comments.php
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Request for Marsden Lodge No 169 and Wellsford Lodge No 306 Documentation

Many Brethren in Northland will be 
aware that the Secretary of Wellsford 
Marsden Lodge No 169, W.Bro Graham 
Rogerson and his wife Elizabeth have 
embarked on a monumental project 
to obtain Installation Programs and 
Photo's of Past Masters from both 
these Lodges. 

Much of the work has been completed 
and the work to date slide show was 
shown at the March meeting, however 
there are still a number of important 
items missing. 

Click the link for Marsden and Wellsford Lodge (now closed) to see the list of items 
already held and those that are yet to be found. If you can help please get in touch 
with W.Bro Graham and his wife Elizabeth. 
Any leads appreciated.

Marsden Lodge No 169   Wellsford No 306

`
MASTER

W. Bro. H. C. Chamberlain G. S.
            142 One Tree Point Rd.,

One Tree Point 0118
          Phone 09-4370411

SENIOR WARDEN JUNIOR WARDEN      
W. Bro. N. M. Stevens. P. G. Std. B W. Bro. R. Webb

6 Tealmere Gr., P.O. Box 104
Maunu 0110                Waipu 0545

Phone (09) 4386670 Phone (09)4327191

Dear Sir and Brother,
You are hereby invited/summoned to attend the Installation Meeting of the above Lodge to be held 
in the Masonic Hall, 17 Albert St, Whangarei on Monday 26th August 2018, tile @ 12.15 pm, Call 
off, Resume @ 6.45 pm Visitors @ 7.00 pm, Grand Lodge @ 7.30pm,

Dress Formal
AGENDA
Confirmation of Minutes of previous meeting.
Correspondence.
Treasurer’s Report. 
Almoner’s Report.
Standing Committee Recommendations & Committee Reports.

Ballot for new member Mr. Toby Wayne Kaipo, 35, Engaged, Scaffolder, of Whangarei.
Ballot for Joining Member: Nil
To Initiate: Nil
To Pass: Nil
To Raise: Nil
General Business:-

Work of the Evening:-
Installation of Worshipful Master, W. Bro. John Talbot Coram, into the chair of King Solomon and 
investiture of officers.

ALMONER. By command of the Worshipful Master.
W. Bro. T. Gray, Bro. K.M. Peachey,
3B Bahama Pl., 155 Corks Rd.,
Whangarei Whangarei 0112
Phone 09 4380921 Phone (09) 4352916

                                                                 
ASSISTANT ALMONER

Please advise the above immediately
In any case of sickness or distress. 
                                              
                                              Installation Supper $10.00 per person
………………………………………………………………………………………………………

W.Bro Graham and Mrs Elizabeth 
Rogerson 

talking to the Lodge about their 
research to date 

Mar 2019

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80

Thursday 22nd August saw a good attendance 
of Companions at the monthly meeting of the 
Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 
when the 2nd and 3rd Principals were installed. 
Both these Companions had been unable to 
attend the Installation in June.

The Photo shows the 3 Principals of the Chapter 
from left to right:

* VE Comp. Ian Packer 2nd Principal
* VE Comp Doug Fenwick 1st Principal
* E Comp John MacDonald 3rd Principal.

Visitors and new members are always welcome 
on the 4th Thursday of the month at the Rodney 
Lodge in Warkworth.
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Contribute an Article to North News. It’s This Easy
(Fill in the Form mailed with this newsletter)

Take Your Phone and Take Lots of Photos of Event

Select One or Two Photos Only  
to Create the Story

Write Your Story - 100 words Max

Send Your Photo(s) and Story To The Editor

northnewsnz@gmail.com

Advance Notice for an Important November Activity

Mark Monday 25th November in your diary now. 

This is Lodge Hatea No 431 regular meeting night however this one will be a lot more exciting. The new Divisional 
Grand Master (RW. Bro) Mike Hattie will be admitted in due form so that he can invest the various Grand Lodge Officers 
who were not previously invested in Wellington. The Lodge will close and visitors admitted.

This will  be a very informal night with families, ladies, and non Masonic friends most welcome.

More details of this function will be sent out well in advance by the Lodge.

In the meantime all questions can be referred to the incoming District Secretary.

Looking forward to seeing lots of happy smiling faces there.

Kind regards

VW. Bro Ron McCracken. 
District Grand Master Elect.

Grand Lecturer’s Apron

mailto:wiigy1%40orcon.net.nz?subject=Information%20about%20the%2025th%20November%20Please
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What's Coming Up In the North

Create A Printable Calendar of Craft Lodges On The Web

Your Northern Division Website Team Are Here To Help

028 258 85111

Contact Us If You Need A Hand Or Want To Contribute

Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27
Tuesday 3rd September 7.30pm
Whangarei Masonic Centre
Excellent Degree for Bro Dave Laverick 

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71
Wednesday 4th September 7.30pm
Kaikohe Lodge Rooms
T.B.A.

Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80
Thursday 26th September 11.00am 
Rodney Lodge Warkworth
TBA

B.O.I Cryptic No 65 
Monday 30th September 7.30pm
Whangarei Masonic Centre
TBA 

Mahurangi No 80 Cryptic Council
September	-	No	Meeting

Whangarei Rose Croix No 45
September	-	No	Meeting

Kaitaia Knights Templar No 17
Saturday September 28th 10.00am
Whangarei Masonic Centre
Installation
Refectory $10.00 per head. Ladies invited

Northland Conclave No 7
September	-	No	Meeting

Concorde Mark No 580 EC
Wednesday September 4th - 6.30 pm
TBA

St George Royal Arch Chapter No 1801 EC
September	-	No	Meeting

Zealandia Royal Arch Chapter No 2072 EC
September	-	No	Meeting

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
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Great Reads Including: 

* Disbanding of Masonic Education 
Committee	under	New	Strategic	Plan 

* Check out the Archives 

*	Offer	to	Help	Keep	the	Blog	alive

Click	Here	To	Donate	Online

A Few “Do You Know That” for September

The Craft Masonry Education Website for all Freemasons in New Zealand

VW. Bro  
George Allan

1. In the continental rites of Masonry, as practiced in France, in Germany, and in other countries of Europe, it is an 
invariable custom to present the newly-initiated candidate not only, as we do, with a white leather apron, but also with 
two pairs of white kid gloves, one a man’s pair for himself, and the other a woman’s, to be presented by him in turn to his 
wife or his betrothed, according to the custom of the German masons, or, according to the French, to the female whom 
he most esteems, which, indeed, amounts, or should amount, to the same thing.

2. Masonic symbols are usually regarded as existing because of the fraternity’s secrecy. However, in reality, Freemasonry 
started being illustrated by symbols because at the very beginning most Freemasons could not read, so the symbols 
served to remind members of the fraternity’s teachings.

3. Bernard Pierre Mangam, Marshall of France and Senator was appointed Grand Master of the Grand Orient of France 
and served from 1862 to 1865. This is unusual because he was not a Mason. He was appointed by Emperor Napoleon III.

4. Robert Burns was initiated an Entered Apprentice in Lodge St. David, Tarbolton on 4 July (ironic date) 1781, at the age 
of 23. For Burns , the song, “Auld Lang Syne”, is a concrete expression of his love of mankind and his ideal of international 
brotherhood.

5. Francis Stephens, the Duke of Lorraine, received the first two Masonic degrees in 1731 in a special lodge convened 
at The Hague, Holland, becoming the first known royal freemason. Later he received the third degree in England. In 1735  
he renounced his title.

6. Historically the longest serving Freemason was WBro. Arthur King-Davies, initiated into Llynfi Lodge, No.2965 EC , 
South Wales (E.D.) 10 May 1911, died 26 December 1991. He had served 80 years 7 months in Freemasonry.

7. W.Bro. Major Henry Sadler, Master of Aldershot Camp Lodge, No. 1331, in 1916, during his year presided over 136 
Degree ceremonies: 48 initiations, 42 Passings and 46 Raisings. The candidates were mostly NCOs awaiting transfer to 
the front-line. During his masonic career W.Bro. Sadler performed a total of 174 Degree ceremonies.

8. In 1801, Czar Alexander I of Russia banned the craft. In 1803 he rescinded the order and became a Freemason. But 
in 1822 he again ordered Freemasonry banned in Russia.

https://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/donate/june-appeal-2018/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/cdiv/education.php
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Business Ads for Masonic Businesses

Cocurullo Masonic Supplies

Blue Lodge NZ$
Entered Apprentice Apron 30.00
Fellowcraft	Apron 40.00
Master Mason Apron 60.00
Masters Apron 80.00
White Gloves (pair) 10.00
Blue Collar 30.00
Master	and	Warden	Cuffs	(pair) 50.00

Royal Arch
Apron and Sash 75.00
Collar 30.00

Other Orders
Secret Monitor Sash 60.00

Other Items
Sprig	of	Acacia	Pin 3.00
Sprig	of	Acacia	Pins	(2) 5.00
Red	Poppy	with	Square	&	Compasses 3.00
Red	Poppy	with	Square	&	Compasses	(2) 5.00

Phone (09) 438 8834 or E-mail Vince: fm@cocurullo.co.nz

Need A Ride To A Masonic Function?

Book the Van. Seats 11 People

Phone: (09) 434 0285

Mobile: 027 641 9906

E-mail: stanandbarb@xtra.co.nz
Barbara	&	Stan

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TODAY

mailto:fm%40cocurullo.co.nz?subject=
mailto:stansvan%40xtra.co.nz?subject=Van%20Please
https://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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The Craft Lodge Education Pages

From The New Zealand Craftsman July 1962

Just Plain Brother 
 
SOME must, of necessity, rule and teach. Others must, of course, learn, submit and obey. Humility, in 
each, is an essential characteristic. 
 
Humility is one of the great Masonic virtues, but the requirement that one should be humble-minded 
does not mean that one should not feel satisfaction in a job well done, nor in the approbation of one's 
fellows. It does mean that one should try in all modesty to assess one's accomplishments and one's 
standing at any appropriate value, without vainglory or too much attention to one's own part in the whole 
endeavour. After all, no one should be in Freemasonry primarily for what he can get out of it; that is the 
incidental reward for what he puts into it. The satisfaction that all experience when things go well from 
their personal point of view is an essential result, but it is only well founded when the motives are those 
which actuate the Craft in the work it does. 
 
True humility, as we all know, is often to be found in the truly great; it is one of the qualities of greatness. 
Modesty becomes anyone, but in the lower reaches of importance, the levels where men strive, it 
is possibly rarer. Perhaps arrival at the summit enables men to see the slopes below in a different 

perspective. 
 
Sometimes those on the plains are endowed with true humility. Humility here is easy to recognise, and possibly nowhere easier than in a lodge of 
Freemasons. The brother who has been continually in office for many years has had opportunities for personal satisfaction that do not attend the 
efforts of the brother who is not in office. Office brings rewards and satisfaction; let any one who doubts that consider the Past Masters who fade 
away, memorials of a waning interest, as though they had sucked the Craft dry, 
 
The satisfaction these worshipful Brethren have experienced may have been real, but they have been transitory. The satisfactions of the Brother 
who has been content to attend lodge for many years without accepting office have, on the other hand been both real and enduring. It is not 
given to everyone to wear the purple, although probably a majority of New Zealand Freemasons do attain some office. The group of long service 
Brethren who have never occupied a Chair but are still regular in their attendance form a hard core of real interest about the sincerity of which no 
one could have any doubts. 
 
What they get out of the Craft is a great deal; it must be, or they would not continue their observance. It is the joining in the objects and work of 
the Craft; the sense of belonging actively to the organisation; the security, dispelling loneliness, which membership of the Craft confers upon its 
members; the fellowship— these things hold the allegiance of many Freemasons whose apparent personal achievements upon the floor of the 
lodge and in the counsels of the standing committee may be quite negligible. But what these selfless Brethren contribute is quite another matter. 
Often they are responsible for a good deal of the tone and atmosphere of a lodge. Sometimes they do work of a quiet kind. Sometimes they simply 
try to live according to Masonic precept. 
 
With its carefully designed systems of advancement and rewards, its ranks of Worship, Very Worshipful, and the rest, its honours honoris causa as 
well as its active ranks, its recognition of very long service, the Craft uses wisely and well human means of preserving subordination and rewarding 
merit, and so helps to hold together a hierarchical structure which derives strength from being so. ' 
 
After fifty years of service in good standing any Brother may be awarded a tangible recognition of his devotion, and this even although he has 
played no part in leading the work of his lodge. But most men come into Freemasonry at twenty-one years old or even more, and there are many 
who serve for very long periods without ever qualifying for this award. Not everyone has the temperament of a leader. Not everyone wants to "get 
on". Not everyone is capable of rising in lodge and giving a charge as it should be given. Not everyone has a permanent domicile. Not everyone 
has business and domestic connections which allow him to put as much time into practical Freemasonry as he would like. 
 
But some of those Brethren who will never attain the rank of Installed Master are among the best members of the Craft; even the most useful 
members, for among them are to be found some who make up for their lack of ceremonial or administrative aptitude by a quite furthering of work 
which they can do well, and perhaps better than anyone else. Such a member as a lodge historian, a lodge organist, a member of a board of 
enquiry or a lodge almoner might come within this category. These men work because they are devoted and because they enjoy the work. The 
work tends to be its own reward, and they look for no other. Sometimes the members of a lodge after a period wake up to the fact that a great deal 
of devoted work is being done quietly and unobtrusively; some well-disposed Brother ensures that the Standing Committee considers the facts, 
and the . Brother concerned is presented, to his confusion but manifest joy, with an unexpected jewel—and there is nothing wrong with being 
pleased at the conferment of a jewel. 
 
Grand Lodge itself has little machinery for its own recognition of service of this kind, although sometimes their service goes far beyond the bounds 
of any particular lodge. Elective membership of one of the boards might give some satisfaction, as it might provide further opportunities for 
personally rewarding service, but not every Brother has either the capacity or the opportunity, in the light of his personal commitments, for service 

Original NZ Craftsman Cover 1890
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of this kind. The normal recognition of service either within or beyond the ambit of a particular lodge is Grand Rank or Past Grand Rank, but with a 
few exceptions this is not available to Brethren who are not installed Masters; in other words, to those who have not already received a substantial 
recognition of their past services through receiving the highest honour their lodges can confer, and additional opportunities for service should have 
carried their own great personal satisfaction. 
It appears that the Brother who is not an Installed Master has perhaps been a little neglected as we have worked out our systems of rewards and 
recognitions. In the United States there are prizes and citations, but there seems to be little for the Brother who has not passed or attained the 
Chair. Recognition elsewhere appears to be very sparing and usual. This is not a matter in which any development would be sweeping enough to 
be regarded as an innovation; there is, after all, plenty of precedent for the rewarding of everyone else. Some suitable recognition of major services 
rendered to the Craft by Brethren who are not Worshipful Brethren, would reward merit where reward is due and where reward has emphatically 
not been sought. It is a matter to which the Craft might well direct some attention. 

From The New Zealand Craftsman Jan 1st 1942

District Grand Lodge of South Africa, Central Division. ———— “’DARKNESS VISIBLE.” ———— 

It will be interesting to quote in full the reference given in our June Leaflet, Milton’s Paradise Lost. Book 1, line 61: “At once as far as angels ken 
he views  The dismal situation waste and wild:  A dungeon horrible on all sides round  As one great furnace flam’d; yet from these flames No light, 
but rather darkness visible,  Serv’d only to discover sights of woe.” which describes the aspect of the nether regions when the Prince of Darkness 
reached on his headlong flight from Paradise, Alexander Pope also used the phrase in his poem “The Dunciad,” Book 4, line 3:— “Yet, yet a 
moment, one dim ray of light Indulge, dread Chaos and eternal Night Of Darkness visible, so much be lent As half to show, half veil the deep intent.” 
 
Again in the twelfth chapter of the Book of Exodus, when the three days of darkness was spread over Egypt and all the Children of Israel had light 
in their dwellings. the darkness is described as “darkness which may be felt.” 
 
R.W. Bro. T. N. Cranstoun-Day, District Grand Master of South Africa, Western Division, writes in reply to our query:— 
 
“In all ancient mysteries the candidate was always shrouded in darkness as a preparatory step to the reception of the full light of knowledge. 
Darkness as such cannot be seen unless there is some faint gleam of light by which to distinguish and compare it. In the Holy of Holies. God 
said he would dwell in the thick darkness and it was only on occasion that the Divine presence was manifested by a visible cloud resting over the 
Mercy-seat. In the Egyptian “Book of the Dead,” some thousands of years before Christ, there are references to Horus—’I am the craftsman who 
lighteneth the darkness and I come to dissipate the darkness that light should be.” 
 
“In the Book of St. John the same statement is made: `I am come a light into the world. whosoever believeth in me shall flot abide in darkness.’ 
Thus in every human being there is the divine spark of life that can lighten the darkness of man’s ignorance, if it is allowed to do so, and the 
candidates in the First and Second Degrees have been shown how to apply the precepts inculcated therein and. being brought out of darkness 
into light, are admonished to let the light, which is in them, so shine before men that their good works may be seen and the great fountain of that 
light be glorified.” 
 
In a discussion on a lecture entitled “LIGHT” in the Lodge of Research at Sydney, N.S.W., on 15th September, 1925, W. Bro. Watch said: “I came 
here to-night thinking I would hear something about physical light. I never anticipated such a beautiful exposition of Masonic light. The lecturer has 
exhibited Masonic light to us more clearly than we find it in many books. Coming from Darkness that light is brilliant, but when we become M.Ms. 
we find that our light is only darkness visible. As we go on we find we know less and less. Our ritual lays down facts which we do not appreciate 
as we get them. but with practical experience we find them to be true. The degrees in Masonry are separate and distinct, because we must know 
how to use them properly.” 
 
The lecturer, Bro. V. Ramsey Smith. in reply stated:— “The darkness visible is merely the terror of darkness and not the revelation of ‘light at all. I 
feel certain it was never used to define the weakness of light, but rather to intensify the terror of darkness. There is a fresh light. in the ritual every 
time you pick it up and I think familiarity in this case breeds beauty.” 
 
In the ancient Mysteries, the Epoples, or perfectly initiated aspirants, were reputed to have attained a state of pure and ineffable Light. and 
pronounced safe under the protection of the celestial gods, while the unhappy multitude, who had not undergone the purifying ceremonies were 
declared reprobate, said to wander in perpetual darkness and to be deprived of divine favour. The candidate was made to undergo a course of 
meditation, fasting a mortification in seclusion and darkness, within the Pastos, or Bed or Coffin. The time of this solitary confinement varied in the 
different mysteries but was more usually three days and three nights. In Britain amongst the Druids it was nine days and nights, in Greece it was 
three times in nine days. Several years ago an antiquated structure stood near Maidstone in Kent, known as Kit Cotti’s House. This was a dark 
chamber of probation. Kit was the corruption of Ked or Ceridwen the British Ceres, and Cotti or Cetti meant an Ark or Chest. Ceridwen was either 
the consort of Noah, the diluvian god whose rites were celebrated in Britain, or the Ark of Noah itself and symbolically the great mother of mankind. 
 
“THE GAVEL.” The word “Gavel” is derived from the Teutonic, Giebel or Gipfel, a gable or peak, giving the idea of a pointed extremity. The gavel 
is sometimes called a “Hiram,” because it denotes the Governor of the Craft, and is employed to keep that order in a Lodge that Hiram was 
supposed to have exercised during the building of the Templo. The proper form of a gavel is that of a stonemason’s hammer. The auctioneer’s 
hammer sometimes used is improper, as being too strongly suggestive of the initiate being sold. in more senses than one, and because that form 
of hammer is not fitted to “break off the rough corners of stones.”
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Royal Arch Masonry Education Pages

Masonry, Religion, and Jahbulon
Ref: http://www.freemasonrywatch.org/jahbulon.html
By Thomas E. Weir. Grand High Priest, Maryland, USA 

Some churches are complaining today that Masonry is not compatible with Christianity. An examination of the evidence 
suggests that the question should really be, "Is the church compatible with Christianity?" The question, honestly put, 
does not beg an answer but suggests first that church history is too full of instances of pride, cruelty and violence for the 
church to cast the first stone. Secondly, it suggests that the present controversy should never be reduced to an attack 
by the church and a defense by Masonry. 

When such lines of battle are drawn, the roles expected of both sides may become too rigid for the advancement of knowledge and understanding. 
It must be stated at the outset that no counterattack against Masonry's detractors is intended. Religious bodies tend to be conservative. All 
bureaucracies, including those of organized religion, tend more to preserve the status quo than to pursue the goals for which the institution was 
founded. Religious bodies are no more exempt from this pattern that secular bureaucracies. 

Therefore, this essay should not be considered as a criticism of the Roman Catholic Church. When there was no competition for the universal 
Church except for a handful of heretics, there was no need for the church to alter its opinion of itself or its competitors. Dr. James M. Robinson, 
when at Emory University, said that if the Roman Catholic Church dispersed, one or more of the main line Protestant denominations would rush 
to fill the need for a conservator of traditional power and claims of the Church 

Some readers may remember instances when a dominant Protestant church overshadowed life and values in its community. Admirers of such 
churches argued then and argue now that the church's dominance made a better community. 

Nor should the conclusion be drawn that the Roman Catholic Church is singled out for anti-Masonic bias. Some American denominations, such as 
the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod and Free Methodists, have long-standing anti-Masonic biases. The separation of the Free Methodist Church 
from the main body of Methodism grew out of the Morgan affair. 

We may miss the point of the relationship of "the Church" and Masonry if we limit our examination to these two bodies alone. Should we not be 
asking how Masonry gets along with everyone else but the Church and how the Church gets along with everyone else but the Masonic Order. 
The emergence of Masonry as a world movement came at a bad time for the Roman Catholic Church. In the eighteenth century, when the Premier 
Grand Lodge was founded and Masonry was spreading like wildfire, the power of the Roman Catholic Church and its political allies was perilously 
threatened. The Church had long depended upon the power of Spain, with its Catholic Majesties, and France,"the eldest daughter of the Church. 
By 1737, when the Vatican first denounced Free-masonry, Spain had passed her peak. 

In a few years, France and England would fight a bloody war to determine who would sit on the Spanish throne. France had suffered the first of a 
series of defeats at the hands of the English. In Scotland, an attempt to seat the Catholic "Old Pretender" (styled James III) on the British throne 
by force of arms had failed. Even the Holy Roman Empire, a loose confederation of German and Italian states and which has been described by 
historians as neither holy, Roman or an empire, was decaying and would shortly disintegrate. 

On all fronts, the Catholic Church was losing ground. It was unbelievable, but the Jesuits were expelled from Spain in the eighteenth century. In 
France, Gallicanism and Jansenism undermined the power and authority of the Church. Reformed churches had become reasonably secure in 
Protestant Europe not many years earlier. Presbyterian order prevailed in Scotland only in 1690. 

The Thirty Years War between Catholic and Protestant factions of the Holy Roman Empire ended less than a hundred years earlier. Therefore, the 
Catholic Church and its relationships with individuals and organizations must be seen in the light of world politics. It is therefore not surprising that 
the expansion of Masonry was seen as a threat by the eighteenth century Catholic Church. 

A Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted (i.e. operative and Speculative) Masons, founded on principles of the brotherhood of man - all men - and 
the Fatherhood of God introduced a new social element that was an implicit challenge to the supremacy of the Church in social matters. Although 
early Masonic ritual was explicitly Christian, Masons did not acknowledge the Roman Catholic Church as the only vehicle in which God might 
move about His earth. 

The evidence also suggests that Masonry was much more involved in politics in Mediterranean countries than expected or allowed in modern 
English-speaking Lodges. The use of Masonry as a political force may have been the most objectionable aspect of the relationship between Lodge 
and Church. The Roman Church had real reasons to fear Masonry in the eighteenth century. 

From its beginnings, Roman Catholicism was a politically based church. We are all familiar with the story of Constantine and his battle with 
Maxentius for control of the Roman Empire. As his Army approached the Milvian Bridge, now in the suburbs of Rome, Constantine saw a cross 
in the air and heard the motto, "In This Sign Conquer" (In Hoc Signo Vinces). Constantine became a Christian like his mother and organized the 
Church like the Empire. 
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As there was an Emperor to rule the Empire, so there was a Bishop (the Bishop of Rome) to rule the Church. Consuls and proconsuls ruled the 
territories into which the Empire was divided, just as Archbishops and bishops ruled the territories of the Church. When Constantine moved his 
court to Constantinople (Byzantium), the power of the Pope was substantially increased. His authority spilled over into secular politics. 
The temporal rulers, both the Emperors that followed Charlemagne and the local feudal giants, held substantial sway over the Church until the time 
of Pope Gregory VII, a German by the name of Hildebrand, and the "Investiture Controversy." Until then, the general practice was that Bishops 
would be chosen by local rulers and the Pope notified. Gregory claimed the right to invest Bishops with their "spiritualities and their temporalities." 
That is, the Pope claimed the right to decide who would represent the Church at York, not merely to agree to who empower the representative of 
the King of England in the Cathedral of York Minster. It was an important counter in the balance of power between Emperor and Pope. Bishops 
wielded great secular power, not just religious readership. For example, a great portion of the actual land in Medieval London was taken up by 
politically active Bishops and Abbots. 

The account books of the Bishop of Ely about 1400 suggest that the expense of running a proper Bishop's seat of power in London cost more than 
the stipends of the hundred priests who served the parish churches in the City of London. An unneeded portion of the Abbot of Hyde's residence 
was the Tabard Inn of Canterbury Tales. Bishops and "mitered" abbots sat as the third house of parliament. Even today, they are entitled to a seat 
in the House of Lords. 

Hildebrand was opposed by Henry IV. The most memorable moment in the long battle was after Gregory excommunicated Henry. The latter, 
dressed in sackcloth and ashes, barefoot in the snow, pleaded for forgiveness before the gates of the papal castle at Canossa. After the death of 
both of these bullheaded Nordics, the Church gained a modest but exceptionally important victory. The power of the Church continued to grow 
until 1204, when Pope Innocent III and the Fourth Lateran Council became virtual masters of European politics. 

Almost exactly a hundred years later, the Church's power had so fallen that the Pope and the curia were virtual prisoners of the King of France and 
seemed more included to do his will than God's. From 1378, the Church was fractured with Popes claiming loyalty to Avignon, Pisa and Rome. In 
1414, the Council of Constance declared Popes John XXIII (Baldasarro Cossa) and Benedict XIII (Pedro de Luna) deposed and installed Martin 
V in Rome. The church never fully recovered its political power. 

The Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite has provided Masons and the public with the text of the papal letter HUMANUM GENUS of Pope Leo 
XIII, dated April 20, 1884, which vilifies Masonry and the "Spirit of the Age." Most ages, including our own, earn the condemnation of moralists. 
We need think little before we produce a long list of ills in our society which demand correction. We can be quite specific. Leo XIII was generally 
less specific. He makes up, however, what he lacks in specificity about Masonry with expansive claims for the Church. He equates the Kingdom 
of God on Earth with the Church he heads. Unfortunately, newspapers daily remind us of the failure of a variety of churches and religious leaders 
of a wide variety of persuasions to come up to the standards of God or even those of their own religious bodies. Amid vague and inadmissible 
charges, such as doing Satan's work, the real anger of Pope Leo XIII is shown toward the end of the missive. 

Masons, he declares, seduce people away from their proper rulers and promote usurpers. In a way, familiar to Americans, this charge is true. 
Certainly Washington, and a host of other organizers and achievers of American independence were Freemasons. The same was true in Italy. 
Garibaldi and others were Masons and, in creating a unified Italy form a myriad of tiny kingdoms, duchies and republics, they displaced the Pope 
as an earthly monarch. 

The Papal States, once ruled by the Pope, became part of a national Italy. Unfortunately, the Church failed to appreciate that this divestiture may 
have been far more beneficial to the Roman Church than maintenance of its temporal establishment. By ridding itself of the political administration 
of its territories, the care of its frontiers and the wars Cesare Borgia and Pope Julian II seemed to enjoy fighting, the Roman Catholic Church may 
now devote all its energies and resources to expressing the love of God which we see in Jesus Christ. 

In this endeavor, Freemasonry wishes them every success. Freemasonry has recently come under widespread attack from religious bodies, 
especially in Great Britain. The Methodist Church there has forbidden use of their facilities for Masonic activities. The Synod of the Church of 
England has adopted a report critical of Masonry, although a critic recently called the Church of England "a stronghold of Freemasonry for more 
than 200 years. (Knight, Stephen, The Brotherhood, Dorset Press, 1984, p. 240.) 

The Free Church of Scotland condemned the Fraternity, although newspaper accounts of their discussions reported that the speakers said they 
did not know much about Masonry. The Church of Scotland, which numbers many Masons among its ministers, condemned Masonry at its 1989 
General Assembly. Why have modern churches with histories of benign relationships with Freemasonry suddenly become frightened about the 
religion and ethics of the Craft? This recent concern on the part of British churches follows the literary efforts of Stephen Knight. His Jack the 
Ripper: The Final Solution, published in 1976, (London; Grafton Books) alleged that the Ripper murders were the result of a monstrous Masonic 
conspiracy, involving royalty and high level government and police officials. According to Knight, the plot was designed to rescue the Duke of 
Clarence, oldest son of the Prince of Wales, and second in line to the throne, from an ill-advised, secret marriage to a Catholic girl living in 
Whitechapel, the sector of the London slums where the murders were committed. The daughter of this marriage, a Roman Catholic, was therefore 
third in line to the throne. 

The times were politically unstable, if not outright republican. If the marriage and the birth of the child were to become public knowledge, abundant 
tinder would be heaped upon the smoldering embers of revolution. The murders, Knight contended, were to silence the women who knew about 
the marriage. Knight's attempts to prove that the victims were murdered in strict conformity with Masonic ritual are, at best, silly. His rationale of 
the mechanics of the murders defies logic. 
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However, the book was scandalous enough to sell well and written well enough to create an air of paranoia with regard to the Craft. Knight followed 
the success of Jack the Ripper: The Final Solution with The Brotherhood, (Op. cit) expanding the attack on Freemasonry on a wide front. He 
charged that in England Masonry has corrupted law enforcement, the courts of justice, banking, employment practices and social life. 
These charges have vague references and cannot be verified or refuted. However, in the case of "Operation Countryman," Knight was correct 
to point out that a series of crimes committed in London between 1971 and 1977 had involved the collaboration of police officials and common 
criminals, all of whom were Masons. Personal efforts to obtain an official report on "Operation Countryman" from Scotland Yard have met with 
silence. 

The Rev. Cyril Barker Cryer, secretary of Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 2076, advises that no government "white paper" was published. Knight is 
particularly severe in the area of religion. He contends that Masonry is nothing short of Devil worship, a religion with its own distinct god, described 
at times as "The Great Architect of the Universe." It should be noted that the description of God as "The Great Architect of the Universe" is not a 
Masonic innovation, but is a representation from art of the Church of the Middle Ages. 

It is unlikely that the more malignant critics of Freemasonry can ever be satisfied. Trying to cut the cloth of our ancient order to fit their tastes 
would certainly be a waste of time. On the other hand, we have an obligation to our Craft and to ourselves and to the dignity and demonstrable 
compatibility of the Craft with Christianity, Judaism and the other great religions of the world to correct those elements which were either ill-
considered or which might seem to dilute our faith or offend the religious sensibilities of members of the Craft. 

We should certainly be concerned about the growing number of respected Christian denominations who have, in the wake of Knight's "revelations," 
adopted condemnations of our Fraternity. Our churches, although they no longer have the influence in society they once enjoyed, are most 
important in the life and for the family of the sort of man we wish every Mason to be. 

Every Mason who reads the reports of these concerned denominations, especially when it is his own denomination, if he takes his church and what 
it does or says seriously, will be moved to judge the validity of the criticisms of the Craft by his church. Each Mason who is a member of a church 
which denounces the Masonic Order must decide for himself whether or not an association that uniformly preaches friendship, truth, morality and 
brotherly love and practices those virtues, human nature being what it is, somewhat less uniformly is compatible with the fundamentals of his faith 
and the claims propounded by his particular denomination. Knight's accusations are highly charged emotionally, and, human nature being what it 
is, a few Brethren within our ranks will be moved to leave. 

As an ordained minister of the United Methodist Church, many of whose Bishops, ministers and other leaders are and have been members of the 
Craft, I feel that Freemasonry and Christianity are not only compatible, but that Freemasonry provides a practical means of putting into effect many 
of the great teachings of the Christian faith. I hope that Jewish and Muslim Brothers and those of other faiths feel the same about their religious 
and Masonic obligations and practices. 

Is the criticism of Masonry justified? Have others whose vocation or avocation is religious leadership wondered about the meaning or significance 
of Masonic ritual and practice. Certainly Methodist, Episcopal and Presbyterian criticism of the Royal Arch ritual should not be rejected without 
examining the challenged portion to see if there is something to be corrected, not because it was criticized, but because, according to our own 
standards of reason, religion and Masonry, it should be corrected.
 
Americans and Britons will remember how difficult it was for the thirteen American colonies to obtain a serious and discerning hearing for their 
criticisms of their relationship to the Mother Country. In the heat of that communications effort, Patrick Henry said, "Caesar had his Brutus, Charles 
I had his Cromwell, and George III...." When the cries of, "Treason," subsided, he continued, "And George III may profit from their example. 
History also reminds us of the short-sightedness of Marie Antoinette and Louis XVI, as well as the false security of Czar Nicholas II. No Mason 
desires a conflict between his Craft and his church or synagogue. However, churches are composed of human beings and have the capacity to be 
wrong. They frequently exercise that capacity, by engaging in witch hunts, the slaughter of heretics and religious wars, to say nothing of the petty 
imperfections of individual persons and congregations. 

We are, therefore, under no moral or logical compulsion to change anything just because a group of mortals, albeit a church, so decrees. However, 
we should not hesitate to amend our ritual, our rules or our accustomed practices where such amendment will bring us closer to the principles of 
Masonry or tend to make instruction in and the practice of Masonry more effective. 

If the current controversy prompts us to a beneficially critical look at our ritual, they have done us a good turn. The questions raised have sent 
me back to Bible and books with the result that I feel very strongly that examination of our ritual and the assumptions upon which the ritual is built 
brings to light concepts which should be amended by Masonry itself, without regard to the approval or disapproval of others. 

Rather than responding to the whole array of criticism of Masonry on religious grounds, let us take the one that generated much of the heat in 
recent debate, the ritual of the Royal Arch Degree. He contends that in the ritual, "The name of the Great Architect of the Universe is revealed as 
JAH-BUL-ON - not a general term open to any interpretation an individual Freemason might choose, but a precise supernatural being - compound 
deity composed of three separate personalities fused in one. ("Ibid., p. 236.) 

Knight explains JAH-BUL-ON as follows: Jah (or Jahweh) is identified as the God of the Hebrews, Bul (or Baal) as the Canaanite fertility God and 
On as the Egyptian god Osiris. He quotes Albert Pike (1883) as saying, "No man or body of men can make me accept as a sacred word, in part 
composed of the name of an accursed and beastly heathen god, whose name has been for more than two thousand years an appellation of the 
Devil."(Ibid., pp. 236 f). 
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The Church of England echoed Knight's contentions with the headline, "Aspects of Masonic ritual condemned as blasphemous." (Church Times, 
London: G. J. Palmer & Sons, No. 6488, p. 1). The working group appointed to study Freemasonry for the General Synod concluded, inter alia, 
"that JAHBULON, the name or description of God which appears in all the rituals is blasphemous."Ibid. 

They contended that the name of God must not be taken in vain or combined with those of pagan deities. Their data and conclusions are both 
mistaken, but they do suggest an area for careful appraisal by Royal Arch Masons. The principal objections, by Biblical and historical standards, 
to our present practice in Royal Arch Masonry are set forth below. 

1. Matters of Fact: The ritual states that Jah, Bel and On are the name of Deity in Syriac, Chaldean and Egyptian. This is not true. It would be more 
accurate to say that Jah, Bel and On are thought to be the names of Syriac, Chaldean and Egyptian gods, but even this conclusion is inaccurate, 
as described below. 
a. Syriac: There is no evidence to suggest that Syriac existed at the time of the rebuilding of the Temple. Syriac is an Aramaic dialect used in 
Edessa (north of Mesopotamia and a sometime Crusader dominion) and in western Mesopotamia. "It was similar to, but not identical with, the 
Aramaic dialect used in Palestine during the time of Jesus and his apostles." (The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, New York: Abingdon Press, 
1962, Vol. 4, p. 754a). 

The earliest written Syriac, fragments of the New Testament, dates from the 2nd Century A.D., the earliest Syriac Old Testament was written in the 
3rd Century A.D.) In contrast with Syriac, the use of Aramaic as a colloquial language was acquired by Jewish exiles and would have been widely 
known at the time of rebuilding the Temple. Nehemiah 8:8, 

"So they read in the book of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading," may refer to an Aramaic paraphrase 
of the Hebrew Scriptures. (Ibid., Vol. 4, p. 749a.) "Jah" does not appear in the Bible except as a prefix or suffix, is the preliterary name of God used 
by the southern Hebrew tribes, and at the time of the rebuilding of the Temple the term was well-established as a Hebrew abbreviation of the name 
of the Covenant Deity. It is not the name of Deity in the Syriac language. 

b. Chaldee: The once powerful Babylonian Empire had been crushed by the time of the rebuilding of the Temple. The survivors were called 
Chaldeans. In the Chaldean language, Bel or Baal, from the Akkadian root belu, means "he who possesses, subdues or rules," and always 
refers to Marduk, the state-god of Babylon. Bel is the Mesopotamian equivalent of the Canaanitish God, Baal, the principal god of the indigenous 
Palestinians at the time of rebuilding the Temple. Because of its bitter religious and social connotations, Bel cannot have been used to refer to Deity 
by our Companions who rebuilt the Temple.(Videibid., Vol. 1, p. 376.; Cf. B. Davidson, Analytic Hebrew andChaldee Lexicon, London: Samuel 
Bagster, n.d., 1963, p. 85.)

c. Egyptian: The use of On in our ritual is probably based on Genesis 41:45, 50 and 46:20 which refer to Asenath, wife of Joseph and daughter of 
Potipherah, "priest of On." Apparently, the author or authors of the ritual understood the "On" in these passages to refer to an Egyptian god, On. 
Instead, On, in Egyptian, means Sun. 

The Egyptians did not call the Sun god On. In the Old Kingdom Re was the sun god. In later syncretism, the term was Amon-Re. A major effort at 
monotheism was made, about 1375 B.C., by Pharaoh Amen-hotep IV, who changed his name to Akh-en-Aton and concentrated worship in Aton, 
the sun disc. The failure of the effort is reflected by the change of the name of Pharaoh Tut-ankh-Aton to Tut-ankh-Amon. 

In the Biblical passages quoted, "On" is a place name, an Egyptian city whose better known Greek name is Heliopolis. The less familiar Hebrew 
equivalent is Beth-shemesh.However, it is important to note that in the Septuagint, the translation (285-245 B.C.) of the Hebrew Old Testament 
into Greek, the Tetragrammaton of Exodus 3:14 is translated into a Greek word pronounced "ha own. 

" ThisGreek word can be literally translated, "Being," and itself gives scope to much interesting interpretation.2. Historical Setting: At the 
rebuilding of the Temple, which we commemorate in the Royal Arch degree, the strife between Israel and her neighbors was intense. This fact is 
commemorated in the ritual of Cryptic Masonry where, based on Nehemiah 4:13-22, the builders of Zerubbabel's Temple are described as using 
a sword for defense and a trowel for construction. It is inconceivable that our ancient Companions would have engaged in a ceremony using the 
words, Jah, Bel and On, however innocent such practice might seem in our enlightened age. 

To a large degree, the Old Testament, especially the writings of the Prophets, is a history of the conflict to keep the identity and worship of God 
clearly defined and free from contamination with pagan contamination. The Prophets made the choice clear. On one hand was (and is) the unseen 
monotheistic God of Israel (honored in the Shema, "Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord...,"Deuteronomy 6:4.) and whose name was too 
holy to be pronounced. 

Opposing were the pagan gods, tangible, fabricated and dominated by their human creators and transported like baggage.Isaiah 46. Isaiah 
reminds us, "Remember this and consider, recall it to mind, you transgressors, remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is 
none like me...."46:8,9. Without doubt, the use of Jah-Bel-On would have been far more offensive to our ancient Brothers and Companions at the 
rebuilding of the Temple than it may be to our present critics. In a word, they would have been horrified. 

Admittedly, early Hebrews appropriated the word Baal, meaning "lord" or "owner", as a name of Deity, in spite of its ascription by their enemies 
to the Canaanitish god of storm and fertility. Saul named a son Esh-baal, meaning "Man of Baal,"I Chronicles 8:33 and 9:39. and David named a 
child Beeliada, meaning "Baal knows." (I Chronicles 14:7.) 
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From Duncan’s Masonic Ritual and Monitor 1886. P. 220 From Duncan’s Masonic Ritual and Monitor 1886. P. 225

Significantly, Eshbaal's name was changed to Ishbosheth (Man of Shame), (2 Samuel 2:8 et seq.) and David changed the name of the child to 
Eliada, "God knows" (II Samuel 5:16). It was difficult for prophets, such as Elijah, to draw a line between Yahweh and Baal in the minds of the 
populace. Especially under the leadership of highly placed Baal worshipers such as Queen Jezebel, many actually abandoned Yahweh. By the 
time of the Prophets, Baal and his worship were anathema to orthodox Jewish leaders. 

The irreconcilable strife between Jah, Jahweh or Jehovah and Baal or Bel may best be illustrated by the contest on Mt. Carmel between Elijah 
(note the Jah in his name) and the priests of Baal (I Kings 18), and by the denunciations of the Book of Hosea. 

At the time of rebuilding the Temple, the conflict between the Companions who worshiped Yahweh and the worshipers of Baal was, at best, 
intermittent warfare.Our ancient Companions, who rebuilt the Temple and whom we seek to emulate, could not be comfortable with our ritual. 
Similarly, the Companions of the Grand Chapter of England have eliminated all references to pagan deities from their ritual. Let us see if the critics 
of Freemasonry respond with equivalent understanding, tolerance and consideration.

See Also: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jahbulon
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jahbulon
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Jahbulon
http://www.thefleece.org/archive/fleece/jahbulon.html

https://freemasonrywatch.org/duncans.masonic.ritual.and.monitor.1866.pdf


- 18 -



- 19 -

Knights Templar Education Pages

KIRKWALL SCROLL: 
EVIDENCE OF SEPARATE MASONRY PROTECTING TEMPLARS

 

One important artefact in the historical record, called the 
“Kirkwall Teaching Scroll”, highlights that Freemasonry 
was a new and unique offshoot based upon the 
knowledge and mentorship of the Knights Templar, yet 
entirely separate and developing in its own independent 
direction.

The Kirkwall Scroll is a 15th century historical document, 
hanging on display in the Masonic “Lodge Kirkwall 
Kilwinning No. 38”, in Orkney, England.  Mixed with symbols of 12th century Templar spiritual alchemy, 
the scroll prominently features extensive original Masonic symbolism, which was never used by the 
Knights Templar, and was not yet used in mainstream Freemasonry, but later appeared in 18th century 
popular Freemasonry.

The text on the Kirkwall Scroll appears to be written in 2nd century Western Middle Aramaic (the 
origins of later Biblical Hebrew) [34].  This distinctive writing script was explored as Enochian – the 
“language of Angels” attributed to the Biblical Enoch – first published in 1530 AD, and further developed 
as Enochian by the advisor to Queen Elizabeth I and alchemist John Dee in 1583 AD. According to a 
Scottish legend of cultural history, in the 14th century Lord William Sinclair, Earl of Orkney, had formed 
a secret fraternity to protect the Templars, who had become an underground network only for survival, 
since they were persecuted by France in 1307 AD and released from the Vatican in 1312 AD.

The Kirkwall Scroll, which is 18.5 feet long and 5.5 feet wide, is composed of oil paintings on linen 
canvas, consisting of a central strip stitched together with two side strips: The center strip features 
the Altar of Solomon and Ark of the Covenant with Masonic and alchemical symbols, the left strip 
depicts routes of the Exodus from Egypt, and the right strip depicts migration to Europe and possibly 
the Crusades. Radio-carbon dating of the Kirkwall Scroll was conducted by the University of Oxford 
Archaeology Research Laboratory. The central panel with Templar and Masonic symbolism was dated 
to ca. 1465 AD (average of range from 1400-1530 AD), and the side panels were dated as 18th century, 
indicating restoration of the original 15th century scroll.

These facts prove that the symbols, while not used in Freemasonry until the 18th century, did initially 
appear on and originated from this 15th century artefact, during the time period of the first Masons 
establishing Rosslyn Chapel under Patronage of the surviving Knights Templar.

Historian Andrew Sinclair established that “This knowledge was stored in the Scriptorium at Rosslyn 
Castle and it included priceless Templar artefacts relating to the Holy Grail.  I believe the Kirkwall Scroll 
is a unique treasure map taken to Orkney for safekeeping by Earl William [Sinclair] after a fire which 
destroyed much of the original library.” Former Curator of Rosslyn Chapel, Judy Fiskin, confirmed the 
date of that fire:  “It was documented as being at the time when William was Earl of Orkney and is quite 
provable.”

Archivist of the Masonic Knights Templar in Scotland, Robert Brydon, explained: “The operative side 
of the craft [Operative Freemasonry], connected with the trade guilds and stone masons, was also 
strongly associated with the St Clairs, so there’s little doubt that the Kirkwall Scroll has very significant 

implications.” He also noted that “It’s quite feasible it’s a copy of an earlier document”. 

The Kirkwall Scroll is significant as perhaps the most tangible evidence proving that Masonry was independent as a unique offshoot since its 
earliest inception, and was mostly created for the Order of the Temple of Solomon to protect themselves as a formerly persecuted Order surviving 
as an underground network. This 15th century Kirkwall Scroll contains a depiction of a Christian cross labelled with the inscription “ISH”, a version 
of the classic “IHS” in a different order, indicating that they are acronyms.  Masonic tradition holds “IHS” to mean “Isis Horus Seb” from the Egyptian 
tradition which was highly valued by the Templars.  The “IHS” inscription is used primarily by the original Knights Templar, and by the Jesuits.  This 
substantiates a historical connection of some surviving Templars continuing through the later 16th century Jesuit Order. The scroll’s newly invented 
inscriptions, by a newly created Masonic offshoot, express the knowledge and beliefs of the first Freemasons about the higher-level Templars who 
inspired them, evidencing that the original Templars were believed to be those same Knights who later were also protected by the Vatican Jesuit 
Order (established in 1534 AD).
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Rose Croix Education Pages

The Life Of A District Education Advisor. Use Him To Upskill Your Lodge & Personal Masonic Knowledge.

You Can Help This 
Newsletter Grow

Send Articles and 
Photo’s to the Editor

Rose Croix in the United Kingdom

The Nottinghamshire District of 'the Ancient & Accepted Rite for England and Wales 
and its Districts and Chapters Overseas', which is almost universally referred to as 
"The Rose Croix", has the same boundaries as the Craft Province.

It is claimed the Rite was founded under the titular direction of Frederick 11 (The 
Great) who ruled Prussia 1740-1786 and it is governed by the Supreme Council 
33° based in Duke Street, St. James', London, which was formed by a Patent 
issued in October 1845 by the Supreme Council for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States 
of America.

It is one of a group of Masonic Orders, commonly referred to as the "Christian Orders", which restrict 
their membership to Brethren avowing the Christian Faith but in the case of this Rite, it goes further and 
demands that Brethren profess the Trinitarian Christian Faith. It is a Rite that should not be entered without 

careful thought but once a member; most say it is one of the friendliest Orders in Masonry and the one they 
would be most reluctant to leave.

The Rite comprises 33 degrees with the first 3 degrees of the Rite being equal to the first 3 of Craft Masonry. On becoming a member 
of the Rite the 4° to 17° are conferred by name and then the 18° in full, this being the only degree worked in full by Chapters. The 
degrees beyond the 18° are reserved for those who have served the order with distinction and they are normally conferred by the 
Supreme Council at a ceremony in London.

The 18° seeks the Perfection of Christian virtues in Faith, Hope and Charity and is an immensely thought 
provoking, impressive and beautiful ceremony instilling that warmth of Brotherly Love on which the whole 
Masonic movement is founded.

The regalia is both simple and spectacular but expensive, therefore, in Nottinghamshire the Brethren of the 
Rite support a scheme whereby candidates for the order make a one-off payment of £55 to secure regalia 
for their entire Rose Croix career; 18° to 32° if necessary.

The qualifications for joining are that you:

Are initiated in a Lodge under the United Grand Lodge of England unless otherwise authorised in the Rules 
of the Supreme Council
Have been a Master Mason for at least a year and are in good standing
Profess the Trinitarian Christian Faith

Michael J. Page 33°
Inspector General
Nottinghamshire District

Rose Croix Collar

Rose Croix Logo

mailto:northnewsnz%40gmail.com?subject=
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Masonic Orders in New Zealand with Sovereign Body Overseas

The Royal Order of Scotland - A Brief History
by Sir Knight Edward H. Fowler, Jr.

Just as the historical beginnings of Freemasonry fade back into time immemorial, the history of the Royal Order of Scotland 
fades back into tradition and legend. In Craft Masonry, we accept the Hiramic Legend. In the Royal Order of Scotland, 
we accept the legendary Robert the Bruce as founder of the Order and the King of Scots as our hereditary Grand Master. 
From tradition, we learn that Robert the Bruce, King of Scots, having received assistance from a body of Freemasons at 
the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314, instituted the Rosy Cross degree and conferred on them the civil rank of knighthood.

The order consists of two degrees, Heredom of Kilwinning and Knight of the Rosy Cross, commonly known by the 
abbreviations H.R.D.M. and R.S.Y.C.S. Tradition has varying statements; one that the order was restored by the Bruce 
and the other that it was founded by him. It may be that he restored the Order of Heredom and instituted the Knight of the 
Rosy Cross. Historical records do not support either tradition, but the lack of evidence is not proof that the traditions are 
not based on fact.

In the archives of Grand Lodge in Edinburgh, early records mention Royal Order Lodges in London in 1740 of time 
immemorial origin and that the ceremonials were worked in or near Newcastle in 1736. Surviving records do not trace the 
order from its supposed revival in 1314 to the 1700's. Tradition is that it was flourishing in France about 1735 to 1740 under 
Scottish refugees.

Right Worshipful Brother Marvin Fowler, Provincial Grand Master of the Royal Order of Scotland in the United States of 
America from 1953 to 1997, wrote this as a part of the foreword to a book by Harold Voorhis, "The most profound mystery 
in Masonry is its origin. Back of the period of authentic recorded history stretch misty avenues of speculation. So it is also 
with the Royal Order of Scotland. Interesting and beautiful theories of origin prevail. But this is not history - the record of 
authentic, indisputable events. The pearls of truth can sometimes be brought to view only through intensive investigation, 
and unfortunately many records that would be invaluable to us are no longer available, if indeed they ever existed."

One tradition is that the Order of Heredom was first established in Judea, in Palestine. The claim is that the word "Heredom" is derived from the 
Hebrew word "Harodim" meaning "The Rulers", and that the name "Kilwinning" refers to the re-establishment of the order at Kilwinning by Bruce. 
Wherever and whenever the order was established, there seems to be no doubt that changes were made before it was joined with the Rosy 
Cross Degree to form our present order.

The administration of the premier Grand Lodge of England, founded in 1717 left much to be desired. There were no minutes kept for at least 
the first six years. The first record of the conferral of the Master's degree is in the minutes for 1732 of Lodge No. 83 in London. The degree 
was unconstitutional until it was recognized by the Constitutions of 1738. The first Master's degree in Scotland is mentioned in the minutes of 
Canongate Kilwinning Lodge on March 31, 1735. It is probable that the Master's degree, in the first half of the 1700's, was a side degree.

We mention the Master's degree to explain the reason for the revival, in the 1700's, of the Royal Order of Scotland. Historically, the revival could 
not have been before 1725. The ritual of the Royal Order refers to the three degrees of Craft Masonry, and the third degree was first worked in 
1725. It could not have been later than 1741 when records show a Provincial Grand Master to have been in London. Freemasonry had abandoned 
nominal adherence to Christianity, and obligated the Mason to obey the moral law, to be a good man and true, etc. The ritual shows that the 
Royal Order of Scotland was founded as a protest against the elimination of Christian elements from the degrees of Craft Masonry. Anderson's 
Constitutions of 1723 have this in Article I, Concerning God and Religion: "A Mason is obliged by his tenure, to obey the moral law; and if he 
rightly understands the art, he will never be a stupid atheist, nor an irreligious libertine. But though in ancient times Masons were charged in every 
country to be of the religion of that country or nation; whatever it was, yet 'tis now thought more expedient only to oblige them to that religion in 
which all men agree, leaving their particular opinions to themselves; that is, to be good men and true, or men of honor and honesty, etc."

Robert Strathern Lindsay said, "Because when the Royal Order is first found there were three degrees in Craft Masonry, it is certain that the Order 
could not have emerged before 1725, and we know from what the Provincial Grand Master declared, when he signed documents for William 
Mitchell as Provincial Grand Master, that he was executing them in the ninth year of his authority. If, however, the Royal Order only appeared at 
London in 1741, it would have been too belated as a protest against the elimination of the old Christian basis of Craft Masonry. On these grounds, 
it would seem that the date of institution of the Royal Order has still to be traced somewhere after 1725 and earlier than 1741."

In July 1750, William Mitchell and Jonas Kluck presented a petition for a charter for a Provincial Grand Lodge to be erected at The Hague. Before 
the petition could be considered, both had conferred on them the two degrees of the order. The charter was issued by an unknown "Provincial 
Grand Master for South Britain." Such a title leads to the idea that there was a Grand Lodge or possibly a Provincial Grand Master for North 
Britain. The charter was signed by R.L.F. and is headed "Sir Robert R.L.F., Knight of the Order of the R.S.Y.C.S., etc. To Sir William R.L.F." 
The petition made by Mitchell and Kluck begins, "There being diverse brethren of the above most Ancient and Honorable Order of Masons 
residing at The Hague." They were asking for a charter to work at The Hague, and they signed as authorized agents for the others there, using 
the characteristics F.D.L.T.Y. and S.N.C.R.T.Y. with their signatures, indicating, it would seem, that they had already received the degrees, and 
wanted to form a Provincial Grand Lodge. However, the record is that the degrees were conferred on them at that time in London.
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It is not clear if Mitchell ever returned to The Hague, but he is known to have been back in Edinburgh by 1753, and by 1754 had begun to recruit 
members for the Order. Jonas Kluck was not found in the records after being in London. The original petition and the original charter are still in 
the archives in Edinburgh.

The first minutes of the Edinburgh Chapter begin in 1766. Earlier minutes were recorded in another book, which is now lost. There is evidence 
that candidates were being admitted in 1754. In 1767, the Chapter took upon itself the title of Grand Lodge but not all the functions until 1786. 
In May of that year, a charter and commission were issued to Jean Mathieus to erect a Provincial Grand Lodge in Rouen, France, as Provincial 
Grand Master. This was the first of a number of charters issued for erecting bodies of the order in France, none of which seem to have survived 
for very long. It is believed that the French thought they were working a "Rose Croix" degree of Scottish origin, having translated "Rosy Cross" 
into "Rose Croix."

From evidence presently available, we can believe that the Royal Order of Scotland is the oldest of the so-called higher degrees. The reason for 
it having been founded according to some Masonic scholars was to correct the errors and reform the abuses that had crept in among the three 
degrees.

Probably because of the founding in 1751 of the Ancient Grand Lodge, the Provincial Grand Lodges in London and the south of Britain apparently 
demised. We have seen that the Chapter in Edinburgh called itself the Grand Lodge in 1767. In 1789, a copy of the ritual was sent to Jean 
Mathieus, in Rouen, some miles to the northwest of Paris. He had been appointed Provincial Grand Master and was to have the ritual translated 
into French. By 1807, it had come into the hands of Claude Thory, who had succeeded Mathieus, and he had the ritual copied into a handsomely 
bound book, with other records. On his death, his library was purchased by Doctor Charles Morison. In 1846, Morison was one of the principals 
in the founding of the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite in Scotland. After his death, Mrs. Morison gave his library to the Craft Grand Lodge of 
Scotland.

The degrees of the order are very different from the other bodies of Masonry, and parts of the ritual are in an irregular versified form. Membership 
has always been limited. It has never been expected that the King of Scots would attend and exercise his authority as hereditary Grand Master, 
but at every meeting of Grand Lodge or of a Provincial Grand Lodge, a chair or throne is kept vacant for him, with crown, scepter, and robe.

In 1737 the Chevalier Andrew Michael Ramsay supposedly delivered an oration, sometimes called a charge, as Grand Chancellor or Grand Orator, 
of some Masonic body in Paris. Coil quotes a London publication for March 1729 or 1730 as authority for Ramsay's having been made a Mason in 
Horn Lodge, Westminster, "whereof his Grace the Duke of Richmond is Master." This making and his oration are Ramsay's only appearances on 
the Masonic scene, but his impact was much more than he deserved. His address was supposed to be an historical account proving the ancestry 
of Freemasonry to have come from the Crusades. This impressed the French, who found the chivalric, knightly background more appealing than 
that of the stonemason. Whether or not Ramsay was really the author, his speech inspired the Hauts Grades, the degree makers began, and it 
was a profitable business. For the most part, the degree makers were not particularly well-educated in historical or mythological lore, and they 
often trapped themselves in anachronisms and incongruities which still remain in some of the degrees.

The cryptic and chivalric degrees and rites that sprang into being on the continent, and especially in France, had such a superior air that, to a 
great extent, Master Masons were regarded, as plebian, lorded over by the nobility and state and military officials, who possessed the many titles 
conferred by the many chapters, lodges, councils, consistories, and rites.

From the time of its reconstitution by Mitchell, the affairs of the order went rather slowly for a while. The first minutes of a meeting are dated October 
31, 1766. On January 5, 1767, the Laws and Constitution were read and approved. In a footnote to the first law, it is clearly shown that the King 
of Scots is Hereditary Grand Master of the order. The first recorded election meeting shows in the minutes of July 4, 1767, with these results:

* James Secrecy Ker - Defender of the Tower and Grand Governor
* William Worship Mason - Deputy Governor and Tirshatha
* Robert Assistance Home - Senior Grand Warden and Deputy Tirshatha
* William Honour Baillie - Junior Grand Warden

Each of these names includes the characteristic of the member, which should be explained. Each of us, upon being invested a member of the 
order, is given a characteristic, which becomes a part of his name in the records. In the beginning, there was a limit of sixty-three members, and 
sixty-three characteristics. However, over the years, it has become necessary to increase the limits and each Provincial Grand Lodge gives its 
own characteristics.

The minutes of the annual meeting on July 4, 1771, show that in the future the characteristics of Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty should be attached 
to the offices of Deputy Governor and the two Grand Guardians while in office. It was in 1839, after the long period of dormancy that Wisdom, 
Strength, and Beauty were attached to the offices of Deputy Grand Master and Governor, Senior Grand Warden, and Junior Grand Warden 
respectively. It seems that the characteristic of Relief has always attached to the office of Provincial Grand Master.

The actual administration of the order is vested in the Deputy Grand Master and Governor, who appoints a Deputy Governor and other officers 
including Provincial Grand Masters. The present Deputy Grand Master and Governor of The Grand Lodge of The Royal Order of Scotland 
worldwide is Sir Archibald Donald Orr Ewing, Bart., MA., Past Grand Master Mason of the Grand Lodge of Scotland.
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A motion was made at the January, 1775 meeting to purchase a "valuable and handsome set of jewels." The jewels had belonged to a deceased 
brother, George Fraser, Auditor of the Excise, and had originally belonged to a Chapter of the order in Norfolk, Virginia.

There were no meetings of Grand Lodge from 1794 to 1802, from 1805 to 1813, or from 1813 to 1819. The indication is that, except for two 
meetings in 1819, the order was completely dormant for about twenty years.

The reason that the order was not revived before 1839 is revealed in a statement by Houston Rigg Brown - that he had been out of Edinburgh 
for a long period of time. On November 11, 1839, Brown and one other former member opened a meeting. Brown as Deputy Grand Master and 
Governor, from 1802, acted in his own right, and with Hamilton Liberty Strength Pyper, as Acting Senior Grand Warden, conferred the degrees 
on twelve members of St. David's Lodge. At this time, no ritual was available, and it is believed that Brown wrote it from memory. After Doctor 
Morison's library was given to the Craft Grand Lodge in 1850, a comparison of Brown's ritual with that in Thory's book, the French translation of the 
1789 ritual, showed Brown's to be a very credible work. Except for a few minor corrections, made for the sake of euphony, the ritual is unchanged, 
and we claim to be using the oldest of all Masonic rituals.

The minutes of the July 4, 1876 meeting of Grand Lodge in Edinburgh refer to discussions about establishing the Royal Order of Scotland in the 
United States of America. There had been quite a bit of correspondence between Albert Pike, Sovereign Grand Commander of the Southern 
Jurisdiction of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and the Deputy Grand Master and Governor of the order. It was agreed that the order be 
established in the United States, and that it be placed in the hands of Brother Albert Pike. Pike was not, however, a member of the order, but he 
enjoyed particularly good relations with Brother John Whyte-Melville, who was Deputy Grand Master and Governor of the Royal Order of Scotland 
and Sovereign Grand Commander of the Scottish Rite Supreme Council for Scotland. There were two members of the Royal Order in the United 
States, but only one was a member of Grand Lodge and known to Pike as a member. Brother George Stodart Blackie had become a member of 
the order in Edinburgh in 1857 and in the same year came to America to make his home. The Grand Lodge turned to Doctor Blackie, and he was 
empowered to advance and promote Pike to membership with the characteristic of Vigour.

On October 4, 1877, a charter for the Provincial Grand Lodge and a commission for Albert Pike as Provincial Grand Master were issued. The first 
meeting of the new Provincial Grand Lodge was held on May 4, 1878. Pike admitted twelve to charter membership, including two who were not 
present. One of the two, Josiah Hayden Drummond, was appointed as Provincial Deputy Grand Master and the other, William Morton Ireland, was 
appointed Provincial Grand Secretary. From an address by Pike made in 1887, I quote this, "Nothing that is practiced today in Freemasonry can 
at all compare in point of antiquity with our Royal Order. Nothing has been changed in it, no innovation has been permitted. Its quaint old diction 
has been religiously preserved, and no sacrilegious hand has undertaken to improve it. Here is the only place in Masonry where the law is: Ask 
for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein."

There is only one Provincial Grand Lodge in the United States. Membership in the order is limited to those who are invited, have been a Master 
Mason for at least five years, and are professed Trinitarian Christians. In the United States, it is also required that they are 32o Scottish Rite 
Masons; however, this requirement can be waived if the invitee is a Knight Templar. Candidates must be entitled to Masonic honors because of 
service rendered to Freemasonry, the Church, or the public.

Annual meetings in the United States are held alternately in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction and the Southern Jurisdiction. Other Special 
Meetings are held, for the conferral of the degrees on new members, at different dates and venues in the United States. Currently the Provincial 
Grand Master of the United States is Brother Edward H. Fowler, Jr. 

Reference: http://www.knightstemplar.org/KnightTemplar/articles/20100621.htm

Chaplain Regalia
Royal Order of Scotland
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The New Zealand Masonic Family Tree Booklet (Ver 2) may be ordered from the Editor

mailto:john%40themasons.org.nz?subject=Order%20NZ%20Family%20Tree%20Booklet
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Freemasonry Advertisements in Old New Zealand Newspapers - Taken From Papers Past

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME II, ISSUE 351, 
17 JULY 1868

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME III, ISSUE 637, 
18 JUNE 1869

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME II, ISSUE 343,
 8 JULY 1868

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME III, ISSUE 699,
 8 NOVEMBER 1869

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers
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 HEADING USED BY MANY OF THE I.C. LODGES 

HAWKE’S BAY HERALD, VOLUME 13, ISSUE 1107, 
7 DECEMBER 1869

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME III, ISSUE 642, 
24 JUNE 1869

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME II, ISSUE 4, 
4 JANUARY 1868

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME II, ISSUE 374, 
13 AUGUST 1868

WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME II, ISSUE 422, 
8 OCTOBER 1868
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Some D.I.Y Tips for Home Handy People



- 28 -

Another Selection of Masonic Poems

Ten Master Masons
Author Unknown

Ten Master Masons, happy, doing fine; 
One listened to a rumor, then there were nine.

Nine Master Masons, faithful, never late; 
One didn't like the "Master," then there were eight.

Eight Master Masons, on their way to heaven; 
One joined to many clubs, then there were seven.

Seven Master Masons, life dealt some hard licks; 
One grew discouraged, then there were six.

Six Master Masons, all very much alive; 
One lost his interest, then there were five.

Five Master Masons, wishing there were more; 
Got into a great dispute, then there were four.

Four Master Masons, busy as could be; 
One didn't like the programs, then there were three.

Three Master Masons, was one of them you? 
One grew tired of all the work, then there were two.

Two Master Masons with so much to be done; 
One said "What's the use," then there was one.

One Master Mason, found a brother -- true! 
Brought him to the Lodge, then there were two.

Two Master Masons didn't find work a bore; 
Each brought another, then there were four.

Four Master Masons saved their Lodges fate; 
By showing others kindness, then there were eight.

Eight Master Masons, loving their Lodges bright sheen; 
Talked so much about it, they soon counted sixteen.

Sixteen Master Masons, to their obligations true; 
Were pleased when their number went to thirty-two.

So we can't put our troubles at the Lodges door; 
It's our fault for harming the Lodge we adore.

Don't fuss about the programs or the "Master" in the East; 
Keep your obligation by serving even the very least.

The Lambskin - Anon

It is not ornamental, the cost is not great, 
There are things far more useful yet truly I state, 
That of all my possessions, there's none to compare 
With the white leather apron that all Masons wear. 
As a young lad I wondered just what it all meant 
When Dad hustled round and so much time was spent 
On shaving and dressing and looking just right 
Until Mother would say, It's the Masons tonight. 

Then some nights she'd say What makes you go 
Away up there tonight in the sleet and the snow 
You see the same things every month of the year. 
And Dad would reply, Yes I know it my dear. 
For years I have seen the same things it is true, 
And tho' they are old, still they seem new, 
For the hands that I clasp, and the friends that I greet 
Seem a little bit closer each time we meet

Years later I stood at that very same door, 
With good men and true, who had entered before. 
I kneeled at the altar, and there I was taught 
That virtue and honour can never be bought. 
That the spotless white lambskin, all Masons revere 
If worthily worn grows more precious each year. 

That service to others brings blessings untold 
That men may be poor, tho' surrounded by gold. 
I learned that true brotherhood flourishes there, 
That enmities fade 'neath the compasses and square, 
That wealth and position are all thrust aside, 
As there on the level men meet and abide. 
So, honour the lambskin and may it remain 
Forever unblemished and free from all stain, 
And when we are called to the great Father's love, 
May we all take our place, in the Grand Lodge above
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 Trivial Pursuits Questions for September. 

1 Hypermetropic people are what 
2 Which leader lives in the Potola 
3 What wood was the cross supposed to be made of 
4 Joseph Levitch became famous as who 
5 If you planted a bandarilla what are you doing 
6 What was the first Pink Floyd album 
7 in which city was the first public opera house opened 
8 In what Elvis film did he play a double role 
9 The Aphrodite of Melos has a more famous name - what 
10 Which country invented the concentration camp 
11 John Huston scored a hit with his first film  -  what? 
12 Stan laurel, Mickey Rooney, Lana Turner what in common 
13 What real person has been played most often in films 
14 Scotopic people can do what 
15 What is the most critical thing keeping bananas fresh transport 
16 What is the name of the Paris stock exchange 
17 Whose music featured in The Clockwork Orange 
18 What was the Troggs most famous hit 
19 In Japan what colour car is reserved for the royal family only 
20 What city has Kogoshima as its airport 
21 What was gangsters George Nelsons nickname 
22 Whose first wife was actress Jayne Wyman 
23 In MASH what is Radars favourite drink 
24 What do you give on the third wedding anniversary 
25 What is a baby whale called 
26 In which film did the Rolls Royce have the number plate AU1 
27 Vladamere Ashkenazy plays what musical instrument 
28 With which organ does a snake hear 
29 On what is the Mona Lisa painted 
30 What is the second most common international crime 
31 Count de Grisly was the first to perform what trick in 1799 
32 Who wrote Les Miserable 
33 Which bird turns it head upside down to eat 
34 The colossus of Rhodes was a statue of who 
35 Who rode a horse called Bucephalus 
36 To which London club did Mycroft Holmes belong 
37 What did William Addis invent in prison 
38 What is the only duty of police Gracthenvissers in Amsterdam 
39 Kleenex tissues were originally intended as what in 1915 
40 Who invented popcorn American 
41 What is the colour of mourning in Turkey 
42 For what is spirits of salt another name 
43 Which game is played on an oval with 18 player per team 
44 In the Winnie the Pooh stories what is Kanga’s baby called 
45 Which actor is common to Magnificent 7 and Dirty Dozen 
46 Who saved Andromeda from the sea monster 
47 What flower is the symbol of secrecy 
48 What  item were originally called Hanways 
49 What is Brussels best known statue 
50 in which language does God Jul mean happy Xmas
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