
 
 

 
Editorial 
 
Two Great Dangers 

 
In the first Degree, after being brought to light, every newly initiated Brother is told that he has just escaped two great 
dangers. This warning is reinforced on his mind every time he attends the same ceremony for the rest of his Masonic life. 
There are two other dangers that beset us as Freemasons of which we receive no warning, yet are as equally deadly to 
Freemasonry as an organisation – namely complacency and apathy. 
 
The Oxford Dictionary defines these two words thus: 
Complacency (n) A feeling of smug or uncritical satisfaction with oneself or one's achievements. 
Apathy (n) Lack of interest, enthusiasm, or concern. 

 
Translated into “Kiwi” English: 
complacency = look how good I/we am/are now or were back then.  
apathy = “she’ll be right” or “someone else will do it”. 
 
After the post war boom our Lodges were full to overflowing with Brethren and candidates. With standing room only it 
was quite common for new Lodges to be formed to accommodate the numbers. For example Lodge Wainuiomata No 
379 founded in 1954 spawned a daughter Lodge Orongorongo No 440 in 1972. Both Lodges met in the same small 
town, same building, but on different nights. Both these Lodges are now closed as are all but one of the Lodges that 
used to meet in the Lower Hutt area.  
 
Complacency and apathy have played a significant part in the closure of not only Masonic Lodges but indeed al l “men 
only” organisations. These two factors are probably more to blame than the changes in social attitudes to the serving and 
consumption of alcohol which for hundreds of years were the dominant attraction in these societies. Most had a public 
focus on member personal development, family care, community service, or sport which are all laudable objectives even 
in today’s self-opinionated world. Achievements were ticked off by the number of photos in the newspapers, plaques on 
walls in public places, and long service badges pinned on lapel jackets, proudly worn on every possible occasion. All 
meetings, including AGM’s, were well attended and there were often queues for the position of President and Vice 
President. Society Rules even insisted that Presidents and Committee members had to stand down after serving 3 years. 
Secretary’s post office boxes were full of new member applications and committee meetings had time devoted to 
approving these after suitable scrutiny in the approved fashion set out in the By-Laws. New members were welcomed in 
with a free drink at the bar which was then added to by the proposer, seconder, and various other friends and neighbours 
who made sure that they were present for the occasion. The “new member” was often “poured into” a car and driven 
home to his long suffering wife who had a meal sitting on the stove on top of a pot of steaming water with the pot lid over 
the plate. Frequently, not long after being consumed the meals was then consigned to the “big white telephone” in a most 
undignified manner.  Ah - married life as it was for many back then. 
 
After the complacency came the apathy.  With everything “humming along” and W.Bro Ivanhoe doing a great job as 
Secretary and W.Bro Scrooge McDuck doing a great job as Treasurer why would anyone else want to take the job at the 
next election of officers. W.Bro Woodchop has been Tyler for 25 years and knew every face in the District, so why would 
anyone want to tbe Tyler while he was happy to do it? Did anyone ask him if he would like to be in the Lodgeroom during 
meetings on a cold winter’s night rather than preparing the tables in the refectory? How often did the Lodge held a clean-
up Saturday? You couldn’t see the cobwebs if you didn’t look up or the dust lying everywhere. Because there were not 
many social functions, how often were the toilets given a proper cleaning? What about building maintenance? Getting a 
bit short of money in the bank so let’s defer that for a while shall we? Cracked window facing the street? Yeah! We must 
get around to getting that fixed shortly? And then of course there is always that delightful, well know person of Asian 
heritage “Mr Sum One Else” who will come to our aid when all else fails. Sorry. Not today he won’t. He is not politically 
correct anymore. 
 
Are these two dangers present in your Lodge? If they are do something NOW because they very quickly become 
terminal illnesses. 
 
Fraternally 

 
District Education Advisor and Editor Northtalk 
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From Our District Grand Master 
 

Brethren and Ladies 
 
There have been many emails and information sent out about the 
Mangonui/Kaitaia Installation of Hubert Neeson and the 125

th
 Anniversary 

celebrations to follow.  
 

The date as you will be aware is Sat 22 April 2017. I would request the Northland Brethren to make every 
effort to attend and support the lodge and Bro Neeson on this significant occasion. It may be the only time in 
which we receive a visit from the Grand Master at an Installation during his term.  So if you are able to be 
present please come along and support the district.  
 
I will be reintroducing a short biography on each new Master as they approach the chair before each 
Installation, to be published in the Northtalk.  For any incoming Masters, you may like to start thinking about 
a small biography of about 250 to 300 words.  This does not need to include any Masonic history, as we 
would like to hear about your non- masonic side of life.  Too often we think we know all about our fellow 
Brethren and their interest’s hobbies etc and usually never get a chance to talk about our other interests. I 
am sure you will agree after attending Masonic funerals, we suddenly discover that we have had a common 
interest with a Brother which neither of us had known about.  I will be in touch with each incoming Master 
prior to their Installation, this is something that was done in the past which was always a very popular topic. 
 
I will be attending the Northern Divisional Conference on Sat 8 April in Auckland.  We have endeavoured to 
have all lodges registered and those of us able to attend are commissioned to represent the Lodges unable 
to send representatives..  Well done to you all for getting your paper work to Grand Lodge in time. 
 
Should you be with family or travelling over Easter, take care and safe travels. 
 
Please continue to “‘Speak Up for Freemasonry, whenever and wherever you can. 
 
Fraternal wishes 
 

Kevin Burch 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No 78  

 
125 year Celebration 1892 - 2017  Saturday April 22nd 2017  
 
A formal installation practice will follow the  
Regular meeting normal business at 7 p.m. Friday 21

st
 April.2017.   

The Lodge will resume at 1 p.m. on Saturday 22
nd

 April 2017. 
 
In conjunction with the Installation of the Worshipful Master and 
Officers to be held at the Lodge Room 5 Pukepoto Road, Kaitaia  
 
The Grand Master will be addressing Masters from the 
District Lodges at 10.00am. 
 
Visitors for the Installation will be received at 1.00pm.  
Grand Lodge at 1.30pm  
 

Celebratory Refectory at The Northerner Motor Inn, Kohuhu St. Kaitaia  
 
Important Notice: 
If you are attending the Lodge Room proceedings ONLY please advise the Secretary, VW. Bro Bob Vartan 
so that seating arrangements can be finalised beforehand rather than at the last minute. 
 
Phone (09) 406 1239 
E-mail arjayvee@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:arjayvee@xtra.co.nz
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Diary Notes - Looking Ahead 
 
 

Lodge Hikurangi No 140 
 
Date: 
Saturday 01 April  
In conjunction with Lodge Nth Harbour No 182 and Titirangi/Mt Albert 204 
 
Time:  
12.00pm 
 
Event 
2

nd
 Degree Bro J Balsalubre.  

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Lodge Parahaki No 269 
 
Date: 
Thursday 6

th
 April 

 
Time:  
7.30pm 
 
Event 
1st Degree Mr Tawa DeGoey 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Mangonui Kaitaia No 78 
 
Date: 
Saturday 22

nd
 April 

 
Time:  
1.00pm  
 
Event 
125

th
 Jubillee Installation Bro H .Neeson 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 
 
Date: 
Wednesday 5

th
 April  

 
Time:  
7.30pm 
 
Event 
Excellent Degree Bro C Murphy 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 
 
Date: 
Thursday 27th April  
 
Time:  
10.30am 
 
Event 
Royal Arch Degree. Bro R Moses 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Lodge Hatea No 431 
 
Date: 
Monday 24th April  
 
Time: 

7.30pm 
 
Event: 

Lodge Hatea No 431 will be presenting the third of the 3 Durham Lectures which explain the 
reasons for the various charges in each degree. The format of each degree is followed (NZ 
Ritual) however instead of the charges being presented, a narrator explains the history and 
symbolism. A must attend for both new and experienced Brethren. 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The Coromandel Lodge No 17 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
WILLIAM C DALDY – Historic Steam Tug Trip on Auckland Harbour 
 
Saturday, 29th April, 2017 
 
Details in separate flyer in the mail-out 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Advance Notice of New Grand Lodge Dues  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
A circular is issued in accordance with Rule 101 of the Book of Constitution has been sent to Lodge 
Secretary’s to advise that the annual Consumer Price Index (CPI) inflation rate for December 2015 quarter to 
December 2016 quarter was 1.3%. The current Capitation Fee is $78.26 exclusive of GST which gives an 
increase of $1.02 for FY 2017/18.  
 
Capitation fee for the financial year beginning 1 July 2017 is set at the rate of $79.28 
exclusive of GST, payable by consecutive quarterly instalments on the 1st days of July, October, January 
and April, the first instalment falling due for payment on 1st July 2017. 
 
Under current GST legislation of 15% this will make capitation fees charged to Lodges;  

 
$91.17 for FY17/18 per person. 
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Our Master in the Chair 
 

 
Bro Hubert Neeson is to be installed in the Chair of King Solomon on Saturday the 22

nd
 April at Lodge 

Mangonui Kaitaia No 78. 
 
 

Born on the 22nd May 1946 to an English Father & Belgian Mother, Hubert is the elder 
twin (by 10 minutes) to brother Alan, who lives in Seddon, Gillingham, Kent. When 
starting school in England at age 5 he had to learn a second language, having spoken 
French till that age.  
 
All school holidays were spent in Belgium with his Grandparents till at age 16 the family 
emigrated to Christchurch New Zealand 
 
There he attended Riccarton High School for 6 months gaining School Certificate, then 

off to work as an Architectural Cadet, and finally an Architectural Designer and is still enjoying working today 
at age 71. 
 
Athletics has always been a big part of Hubert’s life. A Canterbury athletic and cross country rep, junior 
Canterbury champ in the 3 mile & 3,000m steeplechase, Hubert broke the Senior record whilst competing in 
these events. He was also 3rd in the NZ Senior 3,000m Steeplechase Championships whilst still a Junior. 
These achievements were followed by becoming Kent County Senior Champion a year later when back in 
UK for the great O.E. 
 
Returned to Christchurch, NZ in 1970 he lived there until 2012 when multiple earthquakes drove him to the 
Far North to 'retire!' at Coopers Beach. 
 
Hubert is a passionate student of all things esoteric, spiritual and architectural. He owns an extensive library, 
with topics including freemasonry which he has been studying for over 38 years. He also has been giving 
public lectures at the Theosophical Society and the like, on those subjects. 
 
Other interests include model making (boats, cars, planes) wood turning & carving. In addition to 
manufacturing miniature furniture his gifted hands are also applied to Alternative Therapies including 
massage, rebirthing, & reflexology which he has both managed and worked as a therapist. 
 
Other spare time activities include being recently President of the Mangonui Lions Club, and also holding 
multiple offices in sports, philosophical organisations, and Trade Union Leadership. 
 
Hubert is married to a very supportive wife, Jan, who shares most of his passions. 
 
*************************************** 
 

From W.Bro Bob Bubendorfer 
 
 
W.Bro John Anderson, Master of Lodge Kerikeri No 402, who is a triathlete has once again entered the 
Taupo IRONMAN held 4 - 5 March.  His time was 15 hours 17 minutes and 03 seconds.   
 
The IRONMAN race starts with a 3.8km swim, followed immediately by a 180km bike ride and ends with a 
full 42.2km marathon run.  
 
 I am not aware of any other Master or Brother who is an IRONMAN competitor. 
 
Congratulations to W.Bro John and the Brethren of your Lodge and Northland District wish you many more 
successes in this very demanding sport. 
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The Grand Lodge Of England Turns 300 This Year 
 

 

 
 
 

Editors Note: For those Brethren waiting to view the first episode of the forthcoming Sky 1 
documentary series ‘Inside the Freemasons’ I am told that it will air on the 17th April at 8.00 
p.m in the UK so will hopefully be shown in New Zealand later this year. It will certainly be 
available on KODI and other Internet channels soon afterwards. 
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A full PDF of this advertisment for the ULGE Grand Charity Ball has been mailed with this newsletter. 

 

 
Freemasons Hall London - Now and Then 

 

  
Freemasons' Hall in Great 

Queen Street, London 
Today 

Freemasons' Hall, London,  
c. 1809 
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The Grand Lodge of New Zealand On The Web 
 

Keep Up To Date With Grand Lodge in the 21st Century 
(Hold Down the CTRL Key and Click The Image(s) To Go There) 

 

Watch This Space For the Northern Division Website Information Coming Soon! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Facebook Twitter Linkedin Instagram 

 
 
Read The Latest Edition of the Freemason Magazine and Back Issues. Click Here 
 

   
 
 

Check Out The New “Toolbox” Here. 
 
This Online Toolbox is full of helpful tips and tricks to assist Lodges with recruiting, 
community engagement, improve communication, leadership, and much, much more. No 
more excuses for not knowing how to do/start something. You can even post your ideas 
for others to share. Go on line now and rifle through it. Find some treasures.

http://freemasonsnz.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/freemasons_nz
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4441841&mostPopular=&trk=tyah&trkInfo=idx%3A3-1-3%2CtarId%3A1424172175759%2Ctas%3AFreemasons+New
https://instagram.com/freemasonsnewzealand/
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/tools/
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Masonic Education Page 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
 
Hold Down the CTRL Key & Click The Logo To Go To The Education Pillar Blog 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Hold A Serendipity Event In Your Lodge 
 

 
When you are looking for a night of something different for your Lodge to 
enjoy, extend an invitation to your District Education Advisor to join you 
and share a night of masonic learning.  
 
Choose from a variety of formats – Quizzes about Degrees, History, Ritual, 
Layout, Tracing Boards, Q&A. Act out the Durham Lectures or Antient 
Charges, or mix some of the options up.  
 
Lots of fun and ensure a pleasurable, mutual sharing of “ignorance”! No 
one gets a chance to fall asleep! 
 
Contact W.Bro John MacDonald – (09) 439 4790 or email 
editor.northalk@gmail.com  

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

A Few More Did You Know That? 

 
1. In the United States of America a man named William Morgan was rejected from the Craft in the 

1800s. He pitched and received a large advance to then publish a book revealing their secrets. He 
disappeared and was never seen or heard from again. 
 

2. Adolf Hitler believed that Freemasons were a tool of the Jews. Under the Nazi regime, it’s estimated 
that it is estimated that between 80,000 and 200,000 Freemasons were murdered. Freemasons 
were sent to concentration camps, where they had a to wear badge, a downward-pointing red 
triangle, on their uniforms 
 

3. One of the greatest anti-Masonic conspiracy theories in the United States is that that Freemasons 
were responsible for the assassination of President John F Kennedy in 1963. 
 

4. Polar explorers Richard E. Byrd and Bernt Balchen dropped Masonic flags on the North and South 
poles. 
 

5. Anders Breivik, perpetrator of the 2011 mass murders in Norway, was a practicing Freemason. 
 

6. Frederic Bartholdi, the man who designed the famous statue, was a Freemason.  
 

7. Contrary to popular belief, sun worship plays no part in Masonic teachings. 
 

8. Charles Darwin was a Freemason. Darwin became a Freemason in Scotland, and his grandfather 
and son also were Freemasons. 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
mailto:editor.northalk@gmail.com
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HISTORY OF THE  MASONIC APRON 
 
There can be no doubt that the Masonic apron has been developed from the apron worn by operative 
masons in the middle ages. The few examples surviving show that the operative apron was fashioned from 
the skin of an animal, most probably a sheep. It was large enough to cover the wearer from chest to ankles, 
and its fall was held by a leathern thong which passed round the neck. From each side a thong, firmly 
stitched, enabled the mason to tie the apron round his waist, and the tied bow tended to fall as end-strings. 
The use of this rough apron continued for many centuries; the woven apron used by modern masons is 
comparatively late; it came into use in the eighteenth century. 

 
The earliest representations of the Freemason’s Apron 
are seen on the engraved portrait of Antony Sayer, the 
first G.M. of the modern Craft. in1717, and on the 
frontispiece illustration of Anderson’s first Book of 
Constitutions (1723). In the former, unfortunately, only 
the upper part of the apron is visible, and what 
appears to be the bib or flap is raised. In the second 
example a Tyler is bringing into the hall a number of 
aprons. Although not clear in the diagram on the left, 
these have long tie-strings which seem to be of 
leather. They are also large, well capable of covering 
a man from chest to: ankles. The method of tying-on 
the apron was that of operative masons, with the bow 
and strings in front. This method was continued later, 
even when silk or linen strings were used. 
 
The leather apron died hard. Despite the use of softer 
materials from possibly 1740 onwards, it survived in 
use until at least 1811. The evidence of this is the first 
official reference to the apron found in the G.L. 
minutes of 17th March, 1731 “Masters and Wardens of 
particular Lodges may line their white leather Aprons 
with white silk, and may hang their Jewels at white 
Ribbons about their Necks."  This regulation was 
repeated in the 1738 and in subsequent editions of the 

Constitutions up to and including Noorthouck’s edition of1784, which was the last before 1815. 
 
We do not know when the very long aprons went out of use. Bro. W. H. Rylands in his paper of 1892 on the 
Masonic Apron presented to the Quator Coranati Lodge No. 2076 London drew some plates , depicting non-
operative aprons, show the apron to be long. The most interesting of these shows a group of six Masons and 
only one of them is certainly wearing a long apron. He is, presumably, the S.W wearing a level as Collar 
jewel, and his apron-flap is down. The sixth figure, probably the Tyler, with drawn sword and no Collar-Jewel, 
wears his flap up. 
 
The early fashion of wearing the bib or flap up soon fell into disfavour. The flap was either cut off or worn 
down as a fall. Rylands' illustrations offer only two or three examples of the raised flap however no less than 
nine, have no flap; while in the remainder of his illustrations the flaps are down. 
 
 It is evident from surviving aprons and illustrations of the early period that they were designed to be worn 
with the flap up and fastened, by means of a button-hole, to a button on the coat or waistcoat. Many of these 
old aprons have a button-hole in the flap, but there seems to have been a tendency amongst Master Masons 
to wear the flap down or to dispense with it altogether.  
 
 From 1731 onwards the apron began to assume a more convenient shape, usually knee length. Leather 
gave way to softer fabrics, silk, satin, velvet, linen, and chamois-leather. The flap, when retained, was either 
cut to a triangular form or in a semi-circular line. The latter was increasingly adopted-by M.M.’s, presumably 
to mark their distinctive rank. The lower part of the apron was sometimes squared off, but generally the 
corners were trimmed to give a semi-circular line, and the leather thongs were replaced by ribbons or strings. 
 
In 1764, some " Modern" Masons, objecting to the working apron of the operatives, introduced a new mode 
of wearing their aprons upside down. What was formerly the lowest part was now fastened round the 
abdomen and the bib and strings hung downwards, dangling in such a manner as might convince spectators 
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that there was not a working mason amongst them. This "subterfuge" was introduced between 1730 and 
1740, but it was short-lived. 
 
Before 1760, elaborately-painted or embroidered aprons came into fashion and continued to be favoured 
until the Union (1813). Many of these aprons were home-made, often artistically finished and adorned with 
symbolic designs. From 1760 onwards the printed and engraved aprons appeared, many of them being 
subsequently coloured by hand. 
 
The tendency to decorate Masonic aprons with symbolic designs began in the 1730’s, and between 1740 
and 1790 this practice became widespread. These efforts were mostly crude, but many surviving examples 
reveal skill and taste. Indian ink, paint and embroidery were commonly used for this ornamentation. The 
most popular designs usually included the All-Seeing Eye, the Columns, and the Square and Compasses, all 
evidence of the advance of Speculative Masonry in the second half of the eighteenth century. 
 
BLUE RIBBONS AND BLUE SILK 
 
The resolution of the Grand Lodge on March 17th, 1721, ordained that: 
"None but the Grand Master, his Deputy and Wardens shall wear their Jewels in Gold or gilt pendant to Blue 
Ribbons about their Necks, and White Leather aprons with Blue Silk ; which Sort of Aprons may also be 
worn by former Grand Officers." This was the first official mention of Blue Silk as a trimming for aprons, and it 
is clear that the Blue was originally reserved for Grand Officers. The Rawlinson MS., c. 1740, mentions: " 
Two Grand Masters aprons Lined with Garter blue silk and turned over two inches with white silk strings." 
 
By 1745-50 Grand Officers were beginning to edge their aprons with purple ribbon. The light blue, gradually 
given up by the Grand Officers, was soon adopted by Master Masons, and since there was no official ruling 
on the subject (until 1815), blue-edged aprons became fairly common with the rank and file of the Craft from 
about 1745 onwards. 
 
Uniformity and regularity in the material, design, form and decorations of the apron were not officially insisted 
upon by the United Grand Lodge until 2nd March, 1814. The pattern was submitted and agreed to on the 
2nd May; then the order for a general uniformity was issued. The Constitutions (1815), p. 123, prescribed: 
 
APRONS: 
 

 

  

Entered Apprentice Fellow Craft Master Mason 
 
Entered Apprentice,— A plain white lamb skin 14 to 16 inches wide, 12 to 14 inches deep, square at bottom, 
and without ornament; white strings. 
 
Fellow Craft,— A plain white lamb skin, similar to the, entered apprentice, with the addition only of two sky-
blue rosettes at the bottom. 
 
Master Mason,— The same, with sky-blue lining and edging, 1 1/2 inch deep, and an additional rosette on 
the fall or flap.-No other colour or ornament shall be allowed except to officers and past officers of the 
lodges, who, may have the emblems of their offices in silver or white in the centre of the apron.  
 
It will be seen that little modification of the 1815 text has been necessary in the past century-and-a-half. 
Today it is ruled that the apron of the E.A. must have a "flap" ; that the two rosettes of the F.C. must be 
attached "to the lower corners" of the apron; and that the aprons of Master Masons are to be edged with 
ribbon of "not more than two inches in width", that "silver tassels" must hang over the face and that the 
strings must be "light blue" ; it is also provided that the "emblems" of "offices . . . in the centre of the apron" 
may be "surrounded by a double circle in which may be inserted the name and number of the Lodge". 
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TASSELS 
 

The tassels, in rudimentary form, must have appeared at a very early date as a natural 
development of the waist-strings being tied at the front and hanging down over the 
apron. There are, indeed, several surviving examples of eighteenth century aprons with 
broad ribbon ties, the ends of the ties being edged, usually with gold fringe, so that 
when tied at the front the fringed ends have the appearance of a pair of tassels.  
 
It is impossible to say when the silver tassels made their first appearance as standard 
decoration for the M.M.’s apron. They were probably in use some time before 1841, 
and they were officially prescribed for the first time in the 1841 Book of Constitutions. 
 
 
 

 
ROSETTES 
 

The origin of rosettes on the F.C. and M.M. aprons is also unknown. In England 
they were a comparatively late introduction, and were not prescribed officially 
until 1815, when they were specifically designed to differentiate the three grades. 
It is probable, however, that their original purpose was purely ornamental. There 
is a German Masonic medal or jewel, dated 1744 (or possibly 1755), which 
shows an apron with three rosettes. 
 
Unfortunately, there is no trace of a Grand Lodge at that period, either English or 
European, which prescribed the use of rosettes, and in the circumstances we are 
compelled to assume that they were purely decorative. This does not exclude the 

possibility, however, that they may have had a more practical significance in the Lodges in which they were 
worn. 
 
SQUARES OR LEVELS 

 
There appears to be no official name for the squares or levels which decorate the apron of a 
Master or Past Master. The 1815 Constitutions described them as "perpendicular lines upon 
horizontal lines, thereby forming three several sets of (two) right angles", and originally they 
were to be of inch-wide ribbon. The same definition appears in the present Constitutions, 

though nowadays the emblems are usually of silver or white metal. They were designed only for purpose of 
distinction. 
 
SPECULATIVE CONCEPTIONS OF THE APRON 
 
Modern Freemasonry is essentially speculative. Every Mason must necessarily be to some extent 
speculative in his attitude to its tenets ; but there is a widespread tendency to extend the limits of true 
speculative research and to exaggerate symbolical values. This tendency had already developed strongly 
towards the end of the eighteenth century, and in modern times it has become both harmful to the Craft and 
to a proper understanding of its moral demands and teachings. 
 
Unfortunately, this incredibly exaggerated symbolism has been taught for nearly two centuries by many 
sincere and famous Freemasons.  Students should, therefore, be on their guard and bear in mind that, in the 
opinion of modern Masonic scholars, such extremes of speculative interpretation are unacceptable. 
 
The best known and most widely accepted definition of Masonry is that it is "A peculiar system of morality  
illustrated by symbols", and the Craft deals in its own way, a plain and simple way, with the symbols in the 
W.Tls., the Tg. Bds. and the Lectures. 
 
Although the United Grand Lodge of England has never authorised any system of interpreting Masonic 
symbols, it, published, in 1929, a statement of Basic Principles, in which it claimed to have . . . sole and 
undisputed authority over the Craft or Symbolic Degrees (Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master 
Mason 
 
Before looking at the apron in the light of the above, it is prudent to make a clear differentiation between the 
terms of Symbol, Emblem and Badge. 



 
 

13 
 

Symbol is an idea, sign, device or object which has within itself something else — an idea, or fact, even a 
proposition — which it guards from facile scrutiny, but which it may yield, if it be studied. Some symbols are 
simple, others very complex. In Freemasonry, certain symbols denote somewhat vaguely certain "virtues" or 
"facts', while others are capable of a wide interpretation. 
 
Emblem is also a symbolic device, but its meaning does not have to be discovered; its meaning is obvious, 
known and accepted by common agreement: e.g., a crown means royalty, white means purity.  
 
Badge is a mark or sign by which a person or object is distinguished; it is a device used to make known 
membership of any corporate body ; it really serves its owner to establish his identity, as indeed his own 
name does. 
 
Masonry uses all three, symbol, emblem and badge, and in some cases symbol and emblem seem to be the 
same. 
 
During the exhortation delivered by the investing officer and the address by the Master, after investment, in 
both the First and the Third Degrees, the candidate is informed: “That the apron is the badge; it marks his 
membership of the Fraternity; he must always wear it in Lodge”. 
 
That it is the "bond of 
friendship". This may reveal 
the apron as a symbol (if one 
be desired) of the fraternal 
virtues. 
 
That it is the "badge of 
innocence". This is difficult ; 
the conception probably arises 
from the white colour of the 
lamb-skin ; but there are 
aprons which have a different 
colour. 
 
That it testifies or witnesses 
the honourable age of the 
Craft. The historical claims 
made at an initiate’s 
investment must often 
astonish him ; but they are 
uncompromisingly made, and 
must be accepted. That the 
apron is a symbol of age 
cannot be argued, except in 
the general sense that 
Masons have always worn 
aprons. At the least it seems 
that the apron is an emblem of 
historical institutional age. 
 
 That, in the Third Degree, it is 
a badge of preceptorial 
authority, which justifies the 
M.M. in instructing masons 
who have not reached his 
rank in the Craft. 
 
The apron appears to have on 
it symbols or emblems as 
decorative features, e.g., the 
blue edged ribbon, the 
rosettes, the seven-chained 
tassels. Are these symbols or 



 
 

14 
 

emblems ? Have they any worth apart from artistic forms or embellishments? 
 
The extremists teach that they are symbols: indeed, they go much further and state that the actual form of 
the apron, and the form of its flap, and the position of the flap,are important in their symbolic content. Little, if 
any, credence need be given to such opinions or judgments. At the best the decorations on the apron are 
possibly emblematic, but what the emblems mean it is impossible to state accurately; e.g., it is said that the 
blue ribbon edging symbolises charity. It may, but charity is a common virtue of the Craft, and many aprons 
have different coloured edging. The three rosettes are said to represent the Three Degrees, but no scholar 
knows yet what their origin was. The symbolic origins of the tassels and their seven chains are also 
shrouded in mystery. It is far better to accept the probability that regalia-makers from 1830 onwards 
contrived a symmetrical design for the apron by placing the tassels with their ornamental chains on either 
side of the apron. Finally, the extremists will even make the "hook" (the circle) and the "clasp" (the serpent) 
symbols of tremendous and mystical ideas ; no better example of "wishful thinking" could be given. That 
these humble devices, so commonly used throughout the world to serve needs of fastening attire, should be 
tortured to yield such meanings is unjustified ; indeed, it may be described as fatuous. 
 
The Master’s exhortation to the newly-initiated brother must be recalled. It warns him "never to put on . . ." 
The apron is, therefore, in its final value not only an official badge of membership of the antient and 
honourable Society ", but a monition that a brother must ever understand and conform to the ethic of the 
Craft, so that in the Lodge, at least, a righteous, enjoyable and fruitful peace shall prevail. 
 
The symbolical explanations which are virtually standardized in the modern rituals are clear, simple and 
wholly satisfying. It is the unchallenged right of every Mason to seek further afield for the interpretations that 
will fulfil his spiritual needs. But he should remember Tennyson’s line on " The falsehood of extremes ", and 
be slow to accept the "wider explanations" until he can do so with full conviction. 
 
Adapted from a paper by Bro. F.R. Worts, M.A., P.A.G.D.C. 
Published in TRANSACTIONS OF THE QUATUOR CORONATI LODGE No. 2076 LONDON 
 
Some Operative Masons at Work 
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As We Were in the Mid 19th Century In New Zealand. 
 
 

All these clips are taken from early New Zealand newspapers via Papers Past This month the clippings are 
once again from all over New Zealand in the years between 1865 and 1866. Note the opening of the  
Irish Constitution Provincial Grand Lodge in November 1865 and also the major participation of the Craft 
at the laying of the foundation stone for the new Supreme Court building in Auckland also in November 
1865. 
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXI, ISSUE 2569,  
12 OCTOBER 1865 

DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXI, ISSUE 
2572, 16 OCTOBER 1865 

 

 

 

EVENING STAR, VOLUME III, ISSUE 800, 28 NOVEMBER 1865 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME III, ISSUE 641, 

1 DECEMBER 1865 

 

 

 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME II, ISSUE 623,  

10 NOVEMBER 1865 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXI, ISSUE 

2611, 30 NOVEMBER 1865 

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast


 
 

16 
 

 
 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME II, ISSUE 621,  
8 NOVEMBER 1865 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME II, ISSUE 623, 
10 NOVEMBER 1865 
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Sum Engrish As She Is Spoke 

 

  
  

  
  

  
 

Some Thoughts For Our Ladies 
 

 
 Any married man should forget his mistakes, there's no use in two people remembering the same thing. 

 I just asked my husband if he remembers what today is... Scaring men is easy. 

 Moses was leading his people through the desert for 40 years. It seems, even in Biblical times men avoided 
asking the way. 

 Time waits for no man, time is obviously a woman. 

 Loneliness is when a person always knows where all of his things are. 

 By the time a man realises that his father was right, he has a son who thinks he's wrong. 

 Only a widow can say exactly where her husband is.
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 Happy (Real Age) Birthdays for March 
 
 
 

Title Name Surname Lodge Name Lodge No 

W Bro James Sharp Hokianga 69 

Bro Ronald McKenzie Mangonui/Kaitaia 78 

W Bro Roy Scahill Mangonui/Kaitaia 78 

Bro James Osler Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

Bro Andrew Spencer Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

Bro Rex Hibbert Whangarei 102 

W Bro Harry Gray Whangarei 102 

Bro Tim Telfer Whangarei 102 

W Bro Stephen Bailey Hikurangi 140 

W Bro Harry Gray Hikurangi 140 

VWBro Ronald McCracken Wellsford/Marsden 169 

W Bro Graham Rogerson Wellsford/Marsden 169 

VWBro Cyril Sharp Kororareka 304 

W Bro Martin Culley Kororareka 304 

Bro John San Lo Kororareka 304 

Bro Rex Wilson Kororareka 304 

W Bro Harry Hulmes Kerikeri 402 

W Bro Thomas Gray Hatea 431 

WBro Trevor Lawrence Hatea 431 

WBro Jack Matthews Okara Daylight 461 

WBro Trevor Lawrence Okara Daylight 461 

 

 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
 

Northland Emergency Services Trust 
 

Click This Button to Securely Donate Online 
Your Life May Depend On It One Day Soon 
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Some Famous Freemasons 
 

Reference: http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php  
 
Livingston, Robert (1746-1813 
 

A solicitor, statesman and diplomat, Livingston 
was a member of the Continental Congress 
and a ‘Founding Father of the United States’ - 
a member of the committee that drew up the 
American Declaration of Independence. He 
also co-negotiated for the purchase of 
Louisiana Territory. A dedicated Freemason, in 
1784, Livingston was appointed the first Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of New York, and 
retained this title until 1801. Manhattan’s Grand 
Lodge’s library bears his name. The Holy Bible 
that Livingston used to administer the oath of 
office to President George Washington is 
owned by St. John’s Lodge No.1, and is still 
used today when the Grand Master is sworn in 
and also, by request, when a President of the 
United States is sworn in.  

  
Lloyd, Sir Clive Hubert (1941- )  
 

The captain of the West Indies cricket team 
between 1974 and 1985, and overseer of their 
rise to become the dominant Test-playing 
nation (a position that was only relinquished in 
the latter half of the 1990’s), Clive Lloyd led the 
West Indies in three World Cups. They won the 
1975 final (Lloyd scoring a century.) and the 
1979 final. The West Indies were very strong 
favourites for the 1983 final but lost out to 
India. 

 
  
Logue, Lionel George CVO (1880-1953) 
 

Largely forgotten until 2010 when the multi-
Oscar© winning film, ‘The King’s Speech’, 
refocused the world’s attention on “the man 
who saved the monarchy”, Lionel Logue was 
the man responsible for the therapeutic 
treatment that he provided for King George VI, 
allowing the monarch largely to master a 
severe stammer. Born in Adelaide, Australia, 
Lionel Logue was the grandson of an Irish 
brewer, Edward Logue, who had established 
Logue’s Brewery there in 1850, his father being 
the firm’s accountant. Lionel was educated at 
Prince Alfred College between 1889 and 1896, 
yet was unable to decide what to study, until he 
happened upon Longfellow's ‘The Song of 
Hiawatha’. Inspired by the rhythm of the 
narrative Logue decided to make his interest in 
voices his career. At the conclusion of much 
study he became a teacher of elocution and 
later a speech therapist, eventually moving to 
London in 1924, where his talent and 
unconventional methods were duly recognised. 

 

  

http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php
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Lorenzini, Carlo (Pen name: Carlo Collodi) 
(1826-1890) 
 

An ex-soldier with a lifelong interest in politics, 
Lorenzini was a writer and novelist who 
became fascinated by the idea of using an 
amiable, rascally character as a means of 
expressing his own convictions through 
allegory. In 1880 he began writing ‘Storia di un 
burattino’ (‘The story of a marionette’), also 
called ‘Le avventure di Pinocchio’, which was 
published weekly in ‘Il Giornale dei Bambini’, 
the first Italian newspaper for children. 
Lorenzini died in Florence in 1890, blissfully 
unaware of the fame and popularity that 
awaited his creation, ‘Pinocchio’. 

 
  

Louis Philippe II - Duke of Orléans (Given 
name: Louis Philippe Joseph d’Orléans) 
(1747-1793) 
 

Commonly known as Philippe, he was the 
Grand Master of the Grand Orient de France 
during the French Revolution. He tended 
toward anti-monarchy, and certainly gave large 
sums to assist the poor, but such was the 
irrational fervour and anger omnipresent during 
France’s ‘Reign of Terror’ that, for his efforts, 
he was arrested, tried and guillotined on the 
same day on 6 November 1793. 

 
  

McAdam, John Loudon (1756-1836) 
 

A Scottish engineer and road-builder, John 
McAdam invented a new process, 
“macadamisation”, for building roads with a 
smooth hard surface that would be more 
durable and less muddy than soil-based tracks. 
Modern road construction still reflects 
McAdam’s influence. Of subsequent 
improvements, the most significant was the 
introduction of tar (originally coal tar) to bind 
the road surface’s stones together – “tarmac” 
(for Tar McAdam) – followed later by the use of 
hot-laid tarred aggregate or tar-sprayed 
chippings to create better road metalling. More 
recently, oil-based asphalt laid on reinforced 
concrete has become a major road surface, but 
its use of granite or limestone chippings still 
recalls McAdam’s innovation. 

 
 

  
Macquarie, Lauchlan (1762-1824) 
 

The last autocratic governor of New South 
Wales (NSW), in the course of Major General 
Macquarie’s 12 years in office (1810-1821), he 
advanced NSW from a prison camp to a 
thriving colony. A History Channel programme 
has recently been made about him, so 
interesting was his life story. The inscription on 
his tomb in Scotland describes him as “The 
Father of Australia”.  
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MacArthur, General Douglas (1880-1964) 
 

Freemason Douglas MacArthur was the 
Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in 
the Pacific Theatre of Operations during World 
War II. He promised his beloved Filipino 
people, “I shall return” [to rescue them from the 
occupying Japanese military who had attacked 
them] and, on 20 October 1944, he kept that 
promise. In 1945, at the end of the war, 
General MacArthur took the Japanese 
surrender aboard the battleship USS Missouri 
and, having done so, became the temporary 
‘ruler’ of Japan. Later, due to incompatible 
political views, MacArthur unfortunately had to 
be removed from office by another Freemason, 
President Harry S. Truman (see below). 
General MacArthur was a member of Manila 
Lodge No.1 in his beloved Philippines. 

 

  
Majors, Alexander (1814-1900) 
 

Majors was one of the three founders of the 
short- lived, but famed, Pony Express in the 
U.S.A. Each rider was required to take an oath 
to clean living and honesty and its’ inspiration 
will be immediately familiar to Masons, “You 
will raise your arm in the form of a square and 
repeat after me...”  
  
Marks, Alfred (Real name: Ruchel 
Kutchinsky) (1921-1996) 
 

Born close to the UGLE in Holborn, London, 
Alfred Marks was an actor and comedian who 
enjoyed a long career in the British and 
Australian entertainment industry. At one time 
he worked with Peter Sellers (see below) and 
Sir Harry Secombe CBE, yet somehow missed 
becoming a part of the crazy, and massively 
successful, British comedy series, ‘The Goon 
Show’. 

 

  
Marx, Arthur Adolph ‘Harpo’ (1888-1964) 
 

The second of the gifted Marx Brothers, Harpo 
Marx was a phenomenal comedic talent for his 
time. An individual with a rare gift for mime, 
Harpo Marx never spoke in any of his film or 
TV performances, so that audiences actually 
thought him dumb: in reality he possessed a 
deep melodic voice. On 28 September 1936, 
Marx married Susan Fleming and they adopted 
four children. As a measure of the kindness of 
the man, Harpo Marx was once asked, during 
an interview with comedian George Burns, 
“How many more children are you going to 
adopt?” Harpo replied: “As many as I have 
windows. So, when I leave, I want a kid in each 
window waving ‘goodbye’”. Harpo Marx was a 
true Freemason.  
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"LEGENDARY v. FACTUAL HISTORY IN OUR MASONIC RITUAL 
By V.W. Bro. G. K. NEILL, P.G.D.C., S.W. 
Research Lodge of Otago July, 1946 

 
A close perusal of our Ritual reveals many examples of conflict between fact and fiction, and at the outset let 
me say that I have no "bone to pick" that such is the case. Ceremonial appeals to us in proportion to the 
beauty of the ceremony and the manner in which it is presented to us. We are all very ready to admit that the 
ceremonies of the three degrees in Masonry are full of beautiful and, indeed, constructive thought, and one 
is somewhat hesitant to appear critical of their structure. I approach this subject, therefore, in a frame of mind 
which may be likened to the anatomy student who thoroughly dissects the human body that he may 
understand fully its wonderful structure and be able to appreciate it better as a whole. Now I do not propose 
to treat this subject in full, but would suggest that among the examples of fact versus legend may be listed 
the following:— 

 
The two pillars at the entrance to the Temple were made of brass. Was 
brass known in the days of the Temple? The description or the pillars 
given in our second Trading Board. Is there evidence to show that our 
Masonic ancestors knew anything of spherically shaped terrestrial and 
celestial universes? K.S.T. figures very largely in our Masonic Ritual. 
When did it appear in this important role? Fellow-crafts received their 
wages in the M.C, of K.S.T. Where do we find this statement in fact? 
 
 

The third degree story. Upon what is it based? These are but some few of the examples one might discuss in 
a paper of this nature. It is not my intention, however, to deal with all of these, but rather to take one or two 
examples and deal with them briefly. A study of the Ritual convinces me that there has been a profound 
change in its make-up over the ages. Prior to the formation of the Grand Lodge in 1717, one can find 
comparatively little of the Ritual as we know it today. 
 
We can safely assume that there were two degrees only, of a much more simple form than now practised. 
Certainly much of these early degrees has been preserved intact in form through the centuries, but there has 
also been grafted on to this nucleus a great deal of extra matter which has led to what we are now familiar 
with. You may recall that shortly after the grand Lodge was formed in 1717 a committee under the guidance 
of the Rev. James Anderson was directed to re-draft the Ritual. We find from then onward a marked 
difference in the "set up" of the ceremonies and the introduction of a Ritual in form now familiar to us. 
Whatever the exact form of Ritual so devised by Anderson and his colleagues may be, you may be quite 
certain that there are many changes in the modern Ritual we use, due to its having been handed down so 
often in manuscript form. 
 
I have just finished a job of preparing the Ritual of my mother Lodge, Otago Kilwinning No. 143, for the 
printer's hands. Originally we belonged to the Scottish Constitution, and when, in 1905, our Lodge came 
under the N:Z.C., we came over with the right to use the same regalia and continue with the same Ritual. 
There was no printed Ritual in use, and in the forty-odd years we have worked as a New Zealand Lodge we 
have used manuscripts which have been borrowed from one another and re-written time after time. The task 
our Lodge deputed to a small committee, of which I was a member was to produce from these manuscripts a 
Ritual preserving the "spirit" of the Otago Kilwinning working, but eliminating the glaring inaccuracies which 
had crept in. This has been quite a difficult job, and the point I want to make is that if in forty years so many 
changes have appeared, how much more has there been since 1717. Even the printed Ritual sponsored by 
the Grand Lodge of New Zealand has been revised and changed in the last few years. 
 
I think it will serve our purpose if I take two examples only of factual versus nonfactual, "Sun, stand thou still 
upon Gibeon, and thou moon in the Valley of Ajalon." Are we to regard this statement as literal? I think not. 
Throughout the V.S.L. we frequently find figures of speech used to emphasise and create greater 
impression. This is a device commonly used in our every-day life. We depart from strict statement of fact to 
give emphasis and effect to some incident we require to be brought out fully. Exaggeration at times is quite 
allowable, and in the quotation just given I would interpret it to mean that the light of sun and moon held long 
enough to complete the overthrow of the enemy. Perhaps this is a more poetic way of praying for success 
than that used by the Duke of Wellington at Waterloo when he but prayed for " Blucher or Night 
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To turn to another example of a different kind. We are informed that the pillars placed 
at the entrance of K.S.T. were made of brass and were surmounted by two spherical 
balls, upon which were delineated Maps of the celestial and terrestrial universes. Many 
will query the existence of brass in those remote days. I think the metal used may have 
been very different from what we call brass to-day— even so, there are varieties of 
brass of different characteristic in regular use. We apply terms in a loose manner 
because of the complexity of materials available. For instance, the average layman 
does not realise that the term glass may be used to describe hundreds of different 
varieties which are distinguishable only to the scientist. In like manner, we may refer to a dog—but what sort 
of a dog ?— some of them make us wonder if they belong to the species. In dealing with the spherical balls 
with maps of the universes, however, we are on different, ground, for the conception of sphericity was not 
known at the building of the Temple, and certainly the globes complete with maps of the world and of the 
stars are modern. Did Columbus not set out on a journey to prove his theory of the earth's roundness? I 
would say again that this description is used in a figurative sense which does not materially upset the Ritual. 
It is a useful device to emphasise the universal spread of Freemasonry throughout the world.  
 
The most important feature of this subject, however, is contained in the Hiramic Legend of our Third Degree. 
Were this legend removed there would be but little of significance left of the degree, and it is this Third 
Degree which has been grafted on to what existed in the pre-Grand Lodge days. It is this Traditional History 
which concerns us at present, and there have been many theories advanced in explanation of the part Hiram 
Abif played in the Temple drama. One learned Brother, whose opinions I have read, asserts that there are 
fourteen theories to his knowledge advanced, and I have read others which are not included in his list. 
 

Search as we may, there is no factual evidence to show that Hiram 
Abif was the principal architect at the building of K.S.T. Indeed, he is 
mentioned only as the skilful brass moulder who cast the two great 
pillars and brass ornaments. There is no reference in the V.S.L. to his 
untimely death, while there is reference in Jewish literature to the effect 
that he lived to a ripe old age. It seems, th erefore, that we can find no 
evidence to support the story of Hiram's activities and death. To what, 
then; does this Traditional History refer? While most of the theories 
advanced have some logical arguments worth considering, the theory 
which appeals to me as the most likely is the one which bases it upon 
the Sun myth or Solar allegory. For instance, the Egyptian legend of 

Osiris has many points in common with that of Hiram. He was a king of Egypt and ruled his land with wisdom 
and beneficence, creating great peace and prosperity for his subjects. He established agriculture and many 
other useful arts in his kingdom, and in his enthusiasm sought to introduce like benefits abroad. He travelled 
afar, and in his absence his brother, Typhon, with two fellow-conspirators, laid plans for murdering Osiris on 
his return. They carried this into effect, and they threw his body into the Nile. His widow, Isis, on hearing of 
Osiris' death, searched for the body and recovered it on the coast of Phoenicia and deposited it in a place of 
security, but it was again discovered by the conspirators, who dismembered the body and scattered it in 
various places. She succeeded in recovering all but the generative organ, which was to create the 
subsequent worship of the generative principle. In these Egyptian mysteries there 
were three degrees, the one of Osiris being the third and greatest and known to the 
Egyptians as " the Gate of Death." A candidate undergoing initiation into the Egyptian 
mysteries was asked if he had anything to do with the Death of Osiris —a 
representation of whose body was present at the ceremony. Repeated denials lead to 
his being made to undergo severe trials and also to become Osiris' representative and 
to receive the fatal blow, as did Hiram Abif. He was finally raised not as Osiris, but as 
Horus, the youthful sun rising again in the heavens after the winter darkness. 
 
Do you see a strong resemblance in this to our Masonic story? Can you appreciate how a scholar like 
Anderson, who probably being thoroughly familiar with the Egyptian mysteries, would produce the story we 
know. These solar allegories, even apart from the Egyptian variety, were well known, even in Anderson's 
days, and are often referred to in modern writings. John Buchan (Lord Tweedsmuir) uses something of the 
kind in his " Adventures of Sir Edward Leithen." 
 
Time does not permit the explanation of other theories, but. I hope the very brief reference I have made to 
this one will stimulate Brethren to read for themselves and learn the interesting sidelights attached to the 
Hiramic Legend. 
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Two Masonic Poems 
 
By Bro Rudyard Kipling 
 

MY NEW CUT ASHLAR 
 
My new-cut ashlar takes the light 
Where crimson-blank the windows flare. 
By my own work before the night, 
Great Overseer, I make my prayer. 
 
If there be good in that I wrought 
Thy Hand compelled it, Master, Thine-- 
Where I have failed to meet Thy Thought 
I know, through Thee, the blame was mine. 
 
One instant’s toil to Thee denied 
Stands all Eternity’s offence. 
Of that I did with Thee to guide, 
To Thee, through Thee, be excellence. 
 
The depth and dream of my desire, 
The bitter paths wherein I stray-- 
Thou knowest Who has made the Fire, 
Thou knowest Who has made the Clay. 
 
Who, lest all thought of Eden fade, 
Bring’st Eden to the craftsman’s brain-- 
Godlike to muse o'er his own Trade 
And manlike to stand with God again! 
 
One stone the more swings into place 
In that dread Temple of Thy worth. 
It is enough that, through Thy Grace, 
I saw nought common on Thy Earth. 
 
Take not that vision from my ken-- 
Oh, whatsoe'er may spoil or speed, 
Help me to need no aid from men 
That I many help such men as need! 

 

THE THOUSANDTH MAN 
 
One man in a thousand, Solomon says, 
Will stick more close than a brother. 
And it's worth while seeking him half your days 
If you find him before the other. 
Nine hundred and ninety-nine depend 
On what the world sees in you, 
But the Thousandth man will stand your friend 
With the whole round world agin' you. 
 
'Tis neither promise nor prayer nor show 
Will settle the finding for 'ee. 
Nine hundred and ninety-nine of 'em go 
By your looks, or your acts, or your glory. 
But if he finds you and you find him. 
The rest of the world don't matter; 
For the Thousandth Man will sink or swim 
With you in any water. 
 
You can use his purse with no more talk 
Than he uses yours for his spendings, 
And laugh and meet in your daily walk 
As though there had been no lendings. 
Nine hundred and ninety-nine of 'em call 
For silver and gold in their dealings; 
But the Thousandth Man he's worth 'em all, 
Because you can show him your feelings. 
 
His wrong's your wrong, and his right's your right, 
In season or out of season. 
Stand up and back it in all men's sight -- 
With that for your only reason! 
Nine hundred and ninety-nine can't bide 
The shame or mocking or laughter, 
But the Thousandth Man will stand by your side 
To the gallows-foot -- and after! 
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Some Smiles To End With 
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Northland District Key People Contact Information 
 
 

   

   
   District Grand Master V.W Bro Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 

021 528 860 kjburch@ihug.co.nz 
 

       

   District Grand Director Of Ceremonies W.Bro Trevor Hall  027 027 471 1665 
trev@orcon.net.nz 

 

       

   Grand Steward W Bro T A Hawtin 022 474 1230 
thraw2015@hotmail.com 

 

       

   Grand Steward W Bro HC Chamberlain (09 437 0411 
skey@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

   Education Advisor 
Northtalk Editor 

W.Bro John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 
028 258 85111 
john@merlin.net.nz 

 

       

   District Property & Heritage VW. Bro  
Bryan Wiig 

(09) 437 2840 
021 105 6857 
wiigy1@orcon.net.nz  

 

       

   Benevolence Bro James Foster (09) 439 5955 
faj@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

Our Lodges, Higher Degrees, and Other Orders 
 
The Hokianga Lodge No. 69 

 
Master Karl Freeze Secretary Garth Coulter 
Address 1 Hamblin Street 

Kaitaia 0410  
Address PO Box 79 

Rawene 0443 
E-mail karlandgwen@vodafone.co.nz E-mail harboursidebnb@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 405 7801 Phone (09) 405 8246 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
 
The Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No. 78 

 
Master Hubert Neeson (w.e.f  22 April 2017) Secretary Bob Vartan 
Address 29 Lori Lane  

Coopers Beach  
Mangonui 0420  

Address 7 Braemar Avenue 
Coopers Beach 
Mangonui 0420 

E-mail hnj@xtra.co.nz   E-mail arjayvee@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 406 0227 Phone (09) 406 1239 
Mobile  Mobile 021 1558 540 
 
 
The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101 

 
Master Robert Goodhue Secretary Michael Weber 
Address 66 Albert Street 

Kawakawa 0210 
 

Address PO Box 17 
Mangonui 
Northland 0442 

E-mail o211252754@yahoo.co.nz  E-mail topenzfishing@xtra.co.nz 
Phone  Phone (09) 406 2088 
Mobile 021 125 2754 Mobile  
 
 
Lodge Whangarei No. 102 

 
Master Samuel Fife Secretary John Farley 
Address 35 Raumanga Valley Road 

Raumanga 
Whangarei 0110 

Address 163 Church Street 
Onerahi 
Whangarei 0110 

E-mail anne.fife@xtra.co.nz E-mail cathjohnf@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 438 2032 Phone 09 436 0806 
Mobile  Mobile (021) 155 0223 

 

mailto:wiigy1@orcon.net.nz
mailto:faj@xtra.co.nz
mailto:harboursidebnb@xtra.co.nz
mailto:hnj@xtra.co.nz
mailto:o211252754@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:topenzfishing@xtra.co.nz
mailto:anne.fife@xtra.co.nz
mailto:cathjohnf@xtra.co.nz
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Lodge Hikurangi No. 140 

 
Master Steve Bailey Secretary Alan Bishell 
Address 346 Kamo Road 

Kamo 
Whangarei 0112 

Address 28B Elizabeth Street 
Kensington 
Whangarei 0112  

E-mail dallasandsteveb@xtra.co.nz E-mail hikalodge@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 435 5601 Phone (09) 437 3036 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
    
Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169 

 
Master Lindsay Stichbury Secretary Graham Rogerson 
Address 58A Garbolino Road 

RD 5 
Wellsford 0975 

Address 16 - 5 Waiatawa Road 
Tikipunga 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail edh7514@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 431 5544 Phone (09) 431 2522 
Mobile 027 430 4200 Mobile 021 308 069 
 
Lodge Parahaki No. 269 

 
Master Alan Martin Secretary Ian Franks 
Address 65 Whau Valley Road 

Whau Valley 
Whangarei 0112 

Address 17C Albert Street 
Whangarei 
0110 

E-mail alanohmartin@gmail.com E-mail ianfranks888@yahoo.co.nz 
Phone (09) 437 3125 Phone (09) 437 5966 
Mobile 027 244 7373 Mobile  
 
Lodge Kororareka No. 304 

 
Master Alastair Mitchell Secretary William Noble 
Address 1 Gould Street 

Russell 0202 
Address PO Box 228 

Russell 0242 
E-mail alastair@riskandinsurance.co E-mail commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 403 7530 Phone (09) 403 7899 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
Lodge Kerikeri No. 402 

 
Master John Anderson Secretary Thomas Hawtin 
Address 4002 SH10 

Kaeo 0478 
Address 30 Mawson Avenue 

R D 2 
Kerikeri 0295 

E-mail anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail williamthawtin@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 405 1248 Phone (09) 407 6136 
Mobile 021 100 73767 Mobile  
 
Lodge Hatea No. 431 

 
Master Timothy Barry Secretary Kevin Peachey 
Address 107 Portland Road 

RD 8 
Whangarei 0178 

Address 17 E Albert Street 
Whangarei 0110 
 

E-mail 357lookeast@gmail.com E-mail kevinpeachey@vodafone.co.nz 
Phone 09 432 2753 Phone 09 435 2916 
Mobile 027 722 8064 Mobile 021 758 822 
 
Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461 

 
Master Trevor Lawrence Secretary Dennis Scollick 
Address 10 Workman Way  

Onerahi 
Whangarei  0142 

Address 162 Fairway Drive 
Kamo 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail pattrelaw@ihug.co.nz E-mail gwesco@clear.net.nz 
Phone 09 436 5388 Phone 09 435 5308 
Mobile 021 256 5164 Mobile  
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Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27 

 
1st Principal Gary Peterken Scribe 

E/Recorder 
Graham Morris 

Address  Address  
E-mail gary@justcabins.co.nz  E-mail graym@sanp.net.nz 
Phone 09 434 0695 Phone 09 435 1139 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 

 
1st Principal Peter Young Scribe 

E/Recorder 
Wayne Maday 

Address  Address  
E-mail hokiangabuilders@gmail.com  E-mail wmaday@kinect.co.nz  
Phone  Phone 09 407 8761 
Mobile 022-102-8263 Mobile  

 
Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 

 
1st Principal Ron Teague Scribe ERecorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail lois.ron@vodafone.co.nz  E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz  
Phone 09 432 8066 Phone 09 425 8664  
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65 

 
TIM Gary Peterken Scribe ERecorder Mark Norgate 
Address  Address  
E-mail gary@justcabins.co.nz  E-mail mhnorgate@clear.net.nz  
Phone 09 434 0695 Phone 09 435-4027 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80 

 
TIM Ron Teague Recorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail lois.ron@vodafone.co.nz  E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz 
Phone 09 432 8066 Phone 09 425 8664 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No.776 

 
MES Dennis Turner   Recorder Steve Shervell 
Address  Address  
E-mail lesturne@me.com  E-mail steve.shervell@hotmail.com  
Phone  09 438-8268 Phone 09 459-5932 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17 

 

Preceptor Peter Young Secretary Garry Larsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail hokiangabuilders@gmail.com  E-mail glars@slingshot.co.nz  
Phone  Phone 09 408-2309 
Mobile 022-102-8263 Mobile  

 
Order of the Secret Monitor 

 

Supreme Ruler Sam Fife Recorder Pat Severinsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail anne.fife@xtra.co.nz  E-mail pladseve@xnet.co.nz  
Phone 09 438 2032 Phone 09 435 1008 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
 
 

This information is presumed accurate at time of publication.  Please advise the Northtalk Editor of any errors, updates, or omissions.  
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