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During his recent visit to New Zealand, President Barack Obama made the statement that "good leaders 
have to have direction. They have to have a clear idea on where they want to go and how they are going to 
get there". Freemasonry New Zealand is lucky to have such a man leading the Craft in MW Bro Mark Winger 
who is our present Grand Master. For far too long the role of Grand Master, like most of the other Grand 
Lodge ranks, has been mainly ceremonial with the expectation that once in a while, a person dressed in the 
gold embroidered regalia would utter a few trite words on the odd occasions that he appeared in a 
Lodgeroom. Early Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand were generally appointed for one year 
terms and expected to visit as many Lodges in the Provinces as possible during their year in office. Papers 
Past is full of stories of one and two week trips by road, rail, steamer, and even horse drawn coaches as 
Grand Masters of the day fulfilled their duty. In spite of huge advances in travel options in New Zealand over 
the last 50 years few Lodges outside of the main centres saw a Grand Master during his term until recently. 
 
Today we are fortunate to have someone in this important role who recognises the need for change to meet 
the challenges of the 21st Century. When he was installed MW Bro Mark Winger clearly outlined his vision 
for the future of Freemasonry in New Zealand and in the 16 months he has been in office has left most of his 
subordinates in a trail of dust as he has travelled to functions all over the country and met with people from 
every walk of life to expound his theme of "Speak Up For Freemasonry". 
 
Some of the changes that have resulted from this campaign have left some of the old hands gulping for 
breath and winding up their pacemakers. Cries of "that's not the way we did 50, 60 or 70 years ago" ring out 
in many Lodge rooms here in Northland at least. In the article that follows in this newsletter there is a photo 
of the Investiture of VW Bro Russell Pratt as District GM Kapiti-Wellington. Take a good look at the aprons of 
the young men holding the collar of this office. They are wearing plain white aprons. Yes plain white. Nothing 
but the original lambskin untouched by rosettes or levels or gold braid. Can you imagine a similar Investiture 
of a Master being conducted in the 1st Degree in a NZ Lodgeroom? But why not? Entered Apprentices are 
an integral part of our Masonic life and while they have traditionally been seated in the North East and 
expected to "keep quite", they are now being invited to participate more fully in our ceremonial. How proud 
those young men in the photo must be feeling. One has only been a member for a week yet here he is 
participating in a very impressive and meaningful ceremony already. Congratulations to all involved in 
planning this.  
 
Some of the other traditions that have been put aside that are causing heart palpitations' include the now 
very frequent admission of non Masons into our Lodge rooms. Our traditions do not allow anyone below the 
rank of Installed Master to sit in the seats in the elevated East of the Lodgeroom. Even then, only those 
holding Grand Lodge rank can sit in the North East while those holding the rank of Past Master or as Visiting 
Masters are able to sit in the South East. Yet we allow non Masonic visitors to sit in chairs normally reserved 
for the Immediate Past Master and Deputy Master and either side of these without a comment. Once upon a 
time all except the Master were required to sit in the body of the Lodge when non Masonic visitors were 
admitted to the Lodgeroom and very strict rules governed the layout and adornment of the Lodgeroom for 
that event.  
 
The question is - are we throwing the baby out with the bathwater in relaxing our traditions or should we 
retain some of these? For example: why are we hold presentation of service badges in the Lodgeroom rather 
than refectory? What is our Lodgeroom for? Should we be opening it more frequently to non Masons? 
Should the VSL and other artefacts be removed? - used to be required but no longer carried out in some 
Northland Lodges. Let's have  your thoughts in a "Letter to the Editor" sent by e-mail please. These will be 
published in future editions as long as they meet Masonic standards and comply with New Zealand law. 
 
Fraternally 

 
John MacDonald 
District Education Advisor and Editor Northtalk 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/
mailto:editor.northtalk@gmail.com?subject=Relaxing%20our%20Traditions
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From Our District Grand Master 
 
 

2018 got off to a  good start , Sat 10
th
 march we installed  W. Bro Dave Kearns 

back into the chair of Lodge Hokianga at Rawene. Numbers were down 
considerably, the practice pretty rough, but the Installation went well thanks to the 
help of several experienced GL officers. The friendliness of the local members 
always takes a lot to beat. All the best Dave to you & the Lodge for the next 12 
months. 

Sat 17
th
 March, nine Northland members travelled to the Installation of Bro Alan 

Wilkinson at Morrinsville into the chair of Lodge Te Aroha No 52.  Alan, a past member of Parahaki, was 
installed with the help of Bros Jock Adamson & Peter Cains as his presenting officers. Several other 
Northland members also took a part in the Installation. Well done guys and thanks for supporting Wor Bro 
Allan & our district. 

Tuesday 20 th March, I had the honour of presenting W. Bro Ivan Berryman with his 60yr jewel or to be more 
correct a 10 yr Bar to his 50yr jewel. A great attendance by the town Lodges, certainly the largest gathering 
at Lodge Hikurangi in recent years. Well done Ivan. It was also a great way for yours truly to celebrate his 
Birthday, I turned 7 on the day that Ivan was initiated, at Lodge Manurewa No 222 20

th
 March 1958. 

On a sad note, Jude & I attended the funeral of RW. Bro Tony Smith, Immediate Past Div Grand Master, in 
Auckland last Tuesday. Tony will be sadly missed by all those brethren who knew him, our deepest 
sympathy to his wife & family. 

Our next installation is on Sat 28 th of April in Kaitaia. Wor Bro Roy Scarhill, will be installed as the 1
st
 Master 

of the Mangonui Lodge No 78. Yes the name has been changed.  The Lodge now also becoming a travelling 
Lodge, holding a peripatetic charter which enables them to travel to other areas to hold their meetings. We 
are hopeful that a number of keen masons in the district will join them to not only assist, but to enjoy the 
comradeship & social occasions that this will generate. The lodge has struggled with low numbers in recent 
years, and we all hope that this move will increase membership and fellowship etc as it has done with Lodge 
Coromandel No 17 

Brethren the Divisional conference is on Saturday 21
st
 April, in Auckland at Alexandra Park. All members are 

welcome. It is a conference for all Mason’s, not just Grand Lodge officers or Lodge Masters. So come along 
see what the craft is up to & see what you are able to learn, participate in  
for personable gain from this conference. 
 
We have just informed of the passing of Bro Alan Burns, a longstanding member of the Hikurangi Lodge, we 
pass on our condolences to his family ,& to the Lodge Alan was an absolute gentleman, a well-regarded 
member of the Lodge& will be sadly missed. 

Fraternally Kevin 

V W Bro Kevin Burch DGM 
021 25 88 60 
kjburch102@gmail.com 
 

 
Update on VW Bro Bob Vartan. P Dist GM 

 
Many Northland Brethren will be aware that VW. Bro Bob Vartan. P. Dist GM has been in 
hospital here in Whangarei again. He has had surgery and after a few days in recovery 
has returned home to Kaitaia and his wife Jan.  
 
Bob still has a way to go with recovering from his surgery and is looking at further 
treatment to ensure that the cancer does not return. 
 

We wish him a speedy recovery and hope to see him in our Lodges again very soon 
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From W.Bro Brian Wakefield.  
 
Hi there everyone. 
 
Carol was released from Hospital to spend Easter at home and she goes back on Tuesday for a (hopefully ) 
final check up. Thank you so much for your support over the last two months. Just knowing that you were 
there made such a difference. A special thanks to those of you throughout the District and further afield who 
visited Carol on a number of occasions and sent flowers and kind wishes.  
 
To the members of Lodge Wellsford Marsden thanks for the solid support to me during the initial stage of the 
drama that unfolded.  
 
Carol still is available on 0274646836  Email: carolwkfld@gmail.com. 
 

 

More about Jacobs Ladder 
 

 
This ladder, so remarkable in the history of the Jewish people, finds 
its analogue in all the ancient initiations. Whether this is to be 
attributed simply to a coincidence - a theory which but few scholars 
would be willing to accept - or to the fact that these analogues were 
all derived from a common fountain of symbolism, or whether, the 
origin of the symbol was lost among the practices of the Pagan rites, 
while the symbol itself was retained, it is, perhaps, impossible 
authoritatively to determine.  
 
It is, however, certain that the ladder as a symbol of moral and 
intellectual progress existed almost universally in antiquity, 
presenting itself either as a succession of steps, of gates, of 
Degrees, or in some other modified form. The number of the steps 
varied; although the favourite one appears to have been seven, in 
reference, apparently, to the mystical character almost everywhere 
given to that number. 
 
Also, in the Persian Mysteries of Mithras, there was a ladder of seven 
rounds, the passage through them being symbolical of the soul's 
approach to perfection. These rounds were called gates, and, in 
allusion to them, the candidate was made to pass through seven 
dark and winding caverns, which process was called the ascent of 
the ladder of perfection 
 
 Each of these caverns was the representative of a world, or state of existence through which the soul was 
supposed to pass in its progress from the first world to the last, or the world of truth. Each round of the ladder 
was said to be of metal of measuring purity, and was dignified also with the name of its protecting planet. 
Some idea of the construction of this symbolic ladder may be obtained from the accompanying table. 
 
 
 
7. Gold  Sun Truth 
6. Silver  Moon Mansion of the Blessed 
5. Iron  Mars  World of Births 
4. Tin  Jupiter Middle World 
3. Copper  Venus  Heaven 
2. Quicksilver Mercury World of Pre-existence 
1. Lead  Saturn First World 
 

Click on the picture to learn more

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mithraism
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What’s Happened in Northland Recently 
 

 
Hokianga No 69 127th Installation W.Bro Dave Kearns PGS. 
 

On Saturday 10th March W.Bro Dave Kearns PGS was 
installed into the Chair of King Solomon by VW Bro 
Kevin Burch, District Grand Master assisted by the 
Officers of District Grand Lodge.  
 
Hokianga Lodge No 69 is first on the list of Installations 
for the Northland District and is probably one of the 
more remote Lodges in the Northland District however 
this did not stop a good attendance of visitors arriving in 
the little town of Rawene and taking up most of the car 
parks in the area.  
 
Entertainment was provided for the Ladies while the 
ceremony was being conducted and afterwards the 
traditional hospitality of the very old Lodge was once 
again to the fore with the tables well endowed with food 
and drink. 
 
Another unique feature of the Hokianga Lodge No 69 is 
that their Lodgeroom is part of the town hall and was 
originally the Lodgeroom of the several Lodges which 
meet in Onehunga. Broken into sections and shipped to 

Rawene it was reassembled and given a new look in a new home 283 Kms away.   
 
Lodge Hokianga No 69 meets on the 1st Monday of each month, (except December and January), and the 
Ladies and Brethren share a cooked meal before the meeting at midday. Visitors are always welcome and 
there is always a spare "spud in the pot"  if someone turns up unexpectedly. Do let them know you are 
visiting however. Makes it much easier to ensure that the spare spuds don't run out! 
 
We wish the Lodge a successful and enjoyable 127th year. 
 
 

 

Whangarei No 102 3rd Degree Bro Martin Severinsen 12 Mar  
 

A well attended meeting on the 12th March saw Bro Martin 
(Marty) Severinsen passed to the sublime Degree of 
Master Mason. 
 
Bro Martin is the grandson of W.Bro Pat Severinsen the 
current Master of Lodge Okara Daylight No 461 so 
continues a line of respected Brethren in his family. 
 
In the absence of the Master due to illness the chair was 
taken by W.Bro Jaimie Sawyers who showed his 
experience in ensuring that all went well and the traditional 
events happened as planned.  
 
He is shown with W.Bro Pat and Bro Martin in the picture 
on the left after the ceremony. 
 
We wish Bro Martin a long and enjoyable life in the Craft 
and hope that he too will one day be seated in the Chair of 
King Solomon. 
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Wellsford Marsden No 169 1st Degree for Bro Owen Fairfield 15 Mar 
 

Bro Owen Fairfield was initiated into Freemasonry 
in the Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169 on 15th 
March 2018. 
 
Bro Owen is probably best known as the 
owner/driver of the Airport Shuttle Service in 
Whangarei. He and his wife Diane live in Paparoa 
so he decided to join a Lodge a lot closer to home. 
He is a classic example of how "Speaking Up For 
Freemasonry" works when the Master, W.Bro 
John MacDonald, was returning home from a 
conference in Wellington and wearing his lapel pin. 
Bro Owen mentioned that his father was very 
involved in the craft in the UK and both chatted 
about Freemasonry for the rest of the trip into 
town. W.Bro John gave him a card and suggested 
that when he was ready to join to give him a call. 

The call came and now Bro Owen is now following in the footsteps of his father who sadly passed 
away towards the end of last year. The photo shows both Bro Owen and W.Bro John after the 
ceremony. 
 
With Bro Owen making some changes in his business life, it is hoped that he will be available for 
his 2nd Degree in May. We wish him a long and enjoyable life as a member of the Craft. 
 

 
Hikurangi No 140. W.Bro Ivan Berryman 60 Year Service Bar  

 
On Tue 20th March a capacity crowd of  Brethren 
and Ladies filled the Lodge Hikurangi No 140 
Lodge and Refectory to help W.Bro Ian Berryman 
and his wife Alfreda celebrate 60 years of 
continuous service to the Craft. 
 
The Presentation was made by VW.Bro Kevin 
Burch, District Grand Master, who spoke of the 
many years that W.Bro Ivan and Elfreda have 
spent in the service of their community. 
 
There were a number of other Brethren in 
attendance wearing a 50 year service badge and a 
number also had bars attached. Cap pooling is a 
great boon for getting older Brethren who are not 
able to drive at night out and about in our District. 
Our Lodge Almoners are also adept at making 
sure that our widows are able to join in the notable 
events that we hold in Northland. 
 

 
After the presentation and very small area that is Lodge Hikurangi's refectory was bulging at the seams as 
Brethren and Ladies enjoyed the hospitality of the Lodge and made and answered the traditional Masonic 
toasts. 
  
W.Bro Ivan and his wife thanked all who attended as a number had travelled for more than 2 hours to get 
here - and jokingly remarked that he expects his next bar to bring the same faces together at Lodge 
Hikurangi once more. 
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Hatea No 431 26 Mar - 2nd Degree Bro Shaun 
Grandison 
 
On Monday 26th March Lodge Hatea No 431 passed Bro Shaun 
Grandison of Lodge Whangarei No 102 to the 2nd Degree. Bro Shaun 
is originally from Scotland and his accent was matched by that of 
W.Bro Tom Gray a well known Northland Masonic identity who was in 
the Senior Warden's chair for the evening. 
 
One feature of the evening that was a little different from many was 
that two Tracing Boards were explained with another Entered 
Apprentice attending for that part of the ceremony only. VW Bro Byan 
Wiig PDist GM delivered the lecture of the 1st Tracing Board and 
W.Bro John MacDonald the 2nd Degree Tracing Board. 
 
The photo shows Bro Shaun Grandison and the Master of Lodge 
Hatea No 431, W.Bro Grahame Richards, after the ceremony. 
 
After the Lodge was closed, a lively refectory followed with 
appropriately short speeches by all concerned. 
 
 
 
 

 

Not Quite Northland But.... 
 

 On Thursday 22nd March a significant event 
occurred at Lodge Empire Fergusson Lodge No. 
225 in Brooklyn when W.Bro Russell Pratt, best 
known to us as the webmaster of the Divisional 
Websites, was invested with the collar, jewel, 
gauntlets, and apron, as District Grand Master 
Kapiti-Wellington District No 19.  
 
What made a huge impression on VW. Bro 
Russell and the more than 100 Brethren who 
attended was that the Grand Master, MW. Bro 
Mark Winger, had arranged for 4 Entered 
Apprentices to present the regalia in the same 
way that Grand Stewards do as if for the GM at a 
Grand Installation. Incredibly special – and a 

great memory for the Entered Apprentices – one of whom had only been a Freemason for a week. 
 
With the amazing the energy that comes 
with a full house, a series of Auctions for 
the Lodge charity, Vincent’s Art Workshop, 
were run and raised over $3,000 for them, 
with MW Bro Mark undertaking to provide a 
2 for 1 subsidy – so $9k in total. Yet another 
example of Masonic "Brothers in Alms". 
 
The photo on the right shows VW. Bro 
Russell Pratt (on the left) with the Grand 
Master, MW. Bro Mark Winger (centre) and 
Divisional Grand Master Central RW. Bro 
James Watt (on the right). 
 
You can meet VW Bro Russell at the 
Northern Division Conference on the 21st 
April in his role as our Webmaster Northern Divisional Website which you can check out here. 
 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
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W.Bro Trevor Hall our DGDC has a Question. 
 
Our District Grand Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro Trevor Hall, is probably best known for his uncanny ability 
to answer questions and fix things at District functions when something turns to custard - or at least 
threatens to do so. Now it is his turn to ask for help. The photos show an item or a possible item of regalia 
that is believed to be more than 160 years old that has been handed down through two or more generations 
and is believed that it is of Scottish origin. 
 

  
The full item with the white and red tassels showing The brass eyelet at one end & pattern 

 
The item measures 2.14 metres in length and is 15 cm wide. Four white and red tassels are attached at each 
end. Given the probable age it could date from the 1860's. The material is a light linen or brocade? with the 
three red stripes being painted on - there is some evidence of the paint peeling in places. The main material 
is dyed a while colour with a pattern that can be seen (once again) in the photo on the right. 
 
There is a also brass eyelet on one end (approx 32cm from the end) which would possibly be there to allow 
the item to be hung up? It is visible in the above diagram on the right.  
 
If any Brother has any suggestions as to the possible uses and the Masonic significance (if any) of this item 
please contact the Editor and W.Bro Trevor Hall.  
 

 
An Exposure of Freemasonry from 1724 
 
The "Exposure" of Freemasonry contained (in print) in the Bodleian Library is said in the preface to have 
been published in order that the public might have " something genuine " concerning the " Grand Mystery of 
Freemasons." 
 

TITLE PAGE. 
 

The Grand Mystery of Freemasons Discovered. 
Wherein are the several Questions put to them at their 

Meetings and Installations. 
As also their Oath, Health, Signs, and Points to know each 

other by, as they were found in the Custody of a Freemason 
who dyed suddenly. 

And now published for the information of the publick. 
Ambubaiarum collegia, pharmacopolx, Mendici, mimae, 

balatrones, hoc genus omne. Horat. 
—————— 

Mulus scabit Mulum. 
—————— 

LONDON: 
Printed for T. Payne, near Stationer's Hall, 1724. 

      (Price Sixpence.) 
 

mailto:editor.northtalk@gmail.com?subject=Red%20and%20White%20Sash
mailto:trev@orcon.net.nz?subject=Red%20and%20White%20Sash
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What's Happening in Northland as listed at time of publication on the  
Northern Division Website 

 

 
Note New Lodge Name & Installation Details 
 
The Mangonui (Travelling) Lodge No 78 will hold its 1st Installation on Saturday 28th April.  
More details to follow. 
 

Other Degrees for April 

 
WHANGAREI ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER No. 27  

 
TUES    3rd April  2018      7-30 p.m. R. A. Degree - Bro Jaimie Sawyers 
 

 
HOKIANGA ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER No.71  
 . 
WED 4th April  2018      7-00 p.m. Grand Chapter Visit - R. A. Address 
 
 

KAIPARA-MAHURANGI WHANGAREI ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER No. 80 
 
THURS 26th  April 2018       10-30 a.m. Simulated Excellent Degree - G. Z. Visit 
 
 

MAHURANGI CRYPTIC COUNCIL  No. 80 
 
THURS 26th April 2018         1-00 p.m. G. Z. Visit  
 
 

ST. GEORGE  ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER No. 1801 E.C. 
 
WED  4th April  2018              6-30 p.m. Election of Officers 
 
 

ZEALANDIA ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER No. 2072 E.C. 
 
SAT  19th May 2018            7-30 p.m. Installation
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Your Extended Masonic Family Awaits You. Join it Today 
 
 

 

 

 

 

? 
 

Master Mason 
 

To 
 

Royal Arch Companion 
 

To 
 

Other Degrees 
See Diagram on 

P10 

 

Royal Arch Freemasonry (Website: Click Here) 
 
Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 – Meets in Kaikohe 1st Wed 7.30pm  
Scribe: Wayne Maday Send an e-mail 
 
Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27 – Meets in Whangarei 1st Tuesday 7.30pm  
Scribe: Graham Morris: Send an Email 
 
Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 – Meets in Warkworth 4th Thursday 11.00am 
Scribe: Des Stuck: Send an E-mail 
 

Cryptic Masonry (See: Royal Arch Website) 
 
Bay of Island Cryptic No 65. Meets in Whangarei 5th Monday. 
Scribe: Mark Norgate Send an E-mail 
 
Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80 - Meets in Warkworth  
5th Tuesday after Royal Arch Chapter 1.00pm 
Scribe: Des Stuck: Send an E-mail 
 

Knight Templar Freemasonry (Website: Click Here) 
 
Kaitaia Knight  Templar  No. 17 
Meets in Kaikohe Last Tuesday of January, March, June. September  
(Installation) November  
Secretary : Garry Larsen; Send an E-Mail 
Website: Click Here. 
 

Ancient & Accepted Rite for New Zealand (Website : Click Here) 

 
Whangarei Rose Croix No 45 Meets in Whangarei 2nd Thursday March, May, August,  
November.  (Installation) August 
Recorder: Steve Shervell Send an E-mail  
 

Order of the Secret Monitor in Northland (Website: Click Here) 
 
Conclave Whangarei No 7 Meets in Whangarei 3rd Saturday February May  
August (Installation) November 
Recorder: Pat Severinsen Send an E-mail 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.royalarch.org.nz/
mailto:wmaday@kinect.co.nz?subject=Interested%20In%20Royal%20Arch%20Freemasonry
mailto:graym@sanp.net.nz?subject=Want%20To%20Learn%20More%20About%20Royal%20Arch%20Freemasonry
mailto:stardust@xtra.co.nz
http://www.royalarch.org.nz/
mailto:mhnorgate@clear.net.nz
mailto:stardust@xtra.co.nz
http://www.knightstemplar.org.nz/
mailto:glars@slingshot.co.nz?subject=Knight%20Templar%20Inquiry
http://www.knightstemplar.org.nz/
https://www.rosecroix.org.nz/
mailto:steve.shervell@hotmail.com?subject=Rose%20Croix%20Inquiry
http://www.secretmonitor.net.nz/dru/
mailto:pladseve@xnet.co.nz?subject=OSM%20Inquiry
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Last Chance To Register  
for the Divisional Conference 

 

Saturday 21 April 2018 
 

Alexandra Park,  
Greenlane  

AUCKLAND 
 

Do It Online Here 
 

Registrations Close  
9th April 2018 

 

 
3 Reasons A Man Needs To Go To The Divisional Conference. (By A Wife) 

 

   
 

 

Get Your Copy of the  
 

New Zealand  
Masonic Family Tree Booklet.  

2nd Edition 
 

E-mail The Editor 
 

Thanks to those who have read the1st Edition booklet 
and sent in comments and suggestions for the update. 

 

The New Zealand Masonic Family Tree. 2nd Edition. 
 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/conf2018.html
mailto:editor.northtalk@gmail.com?subject=Family%20Tree%20Booklet%20Request
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This diagram reflects the updates and suggestions received after the release of the 1st Edition in February 
2018. An updated booklet will be available shortly. Contact the Editor for larger data files of this diagram if 
required. 

mailto:editor.northtalk@gmail.com?subject=Masonic%20Family%20Tree%202nd%20Edition
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The Grand Lodge of New Zealand On The Web 

Keep Up To Date in the 21st Century 
 

(Click The Image(s) To Go There) 

 

 
 

  

Facebook Twitter Linkedin Instagram 
 
 
Read The Latest Edition of the Freemason Magazine and Back Issues. Click Here 
 

   
 
 

Check Out The Toolbox Here. 
 
This Online Toolbox is full of helpful tips and tricks to assist Lodges with recruiting, 
community engagement, improve communication, leadership, and much, much more. No 
more excuses for not knowing how to do/start something. You can even post your ideas 
for others to share. Go on line now and rifle through it. Find some treasures. 
 

  
  

 

https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/freemasons_nz
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4441841&mostPopular=&trk=tyah&trkInfo=idx%3A3-1-3%2CtarId%3A1424172175759%2Ctas%3AFreemasons+New
https://instagram.com/freemasonsnewzealand/
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/tools/
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The Northern Division Website. 

 
 

 
CLICK THE PICTURE TO GO THERE NOW. 

 

Start using our website today. It is there for YOU to keep YOU informed 
UPDATED FORTNIGHTLY WITH NEW ITEMS 

 
 

Masonic Education Page With VW. Bro George Allan 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

  
 
Click Here To Go To The Education Pillar Blog. 
 
Find more about the workshops that Education Team in your Division are running  to help Masters and 
Wardens share best practice, and thereby gain in confidence for running their Lodges. Go To the Blog 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

A "Did You Know That" for April. 
 

 

Xicrophagists 
 
On the 24th of April, 1738, Pope Clement XII issued his Bull [In Emnenti] forbidding the practice of 
Freemasonry by the members of the Roman Catholic Church. Many of the Freemasons of Italy continued to 
meet; however, for the purpose of escaping the temporal penalties of the Bull, which extended, in some 
cases, to the infliction of capital punishment, they changed their esoteric name, and called themselves 
Xicrophagists. This is a compound of two Greek words signifying Eaters of dry food, and by it they alluded to 
an engagement into which they entered to abstain from the drinking of wine. They were, in fact, about the 
first temperance society on record.  Editors Note (Was that really Masonic in Italy of all countries?) 
 
Thory says (Acta Latomorum I, page 346) that a manuscript concerning them was contained in the collection 
of the Mother Lodge of the Philosophic Scottish Rite. 
 
- Source: Mackey's Encyclopedia of Freemasonry

VW Bro George Allan 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
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 Sum More Speakin’ Up From Fred Inkstone (Esquire) at Mitimiti 
 
Gidday. Fred here again from Mitimiti lettin' youse know that all's well here in this part of 
Northland. 
 
Still no word on when the old shiela is gunna go to Auckland for her op. Betcha that if it 
was one of them women pollies that had the problem they would have been reamed, 
bored, and countersunk within a month in a private hospital. Because me darlin Tilly ain't 

a pollie or workin' full time anymore she has to hang around in a lotta pain because accordin to the powers 
that be she isn't bad enough yet. Makes you wonder eh. When youse is a bit younger and pullin them cows 
tits and then sending most of the money away to keep them pollies and bureaucrats in a job they all wanna 
know you. When you retire that's it. All over. Go away. 
 
Still the world is a changin eh. No more 7 hour trips on a flyin' boat to Oztralia, no more milk in bottles with 
cardboard tops, no trams or trolley buses in Auckland, and cars are almost self drivin'. Heck that's a lotta 
changes in me lifetime. Remember the old bottles of Stephens Ink that came in only a few colours for a 
fountain pen or a nib pen? Used to cost a cuppla bob for a bottle that lasted yu for a while. Remember when 
youse used one of them fountain pens an it leaked everywhere and made a hell of a mess of yuh white shirt 
pocket? No glad wrap in those days to seal off  the top on it with wuz there? Nah. Chewing gum worked a bit 
but wuz not all that crash hot at doing a good seal off job. Good name though eh? Fountain pen spewin' ink 
ova yur clothes. 
 
An' every kitchen had a meat safe over the sink. Remember that? Kept the meat, milk, an' butter in it. 
Worked OK till them shops was not open for a few days over Christmas an Easter. Meat could get pretty high 
if the old shiela didn't cook it fast enough. More flies around the kitchen than in the cow yard and even them 
papers that you used to burn was just a waste of money. Sticky ones yu hung from the ceilin was no better 
either. Me ol sweetheart Tilly used to hate taken them down with all them flies still buzzin away, 
 
Although things change there are some things that need to be kept the old ways don't yu reckon? Some of 
them old courtesies things like openin doors for ladies an lettin them go first or walkin on the road side of a 
lady so that she did not get her frock an coat splashed with water when a car drove past. That was not puttin 
a lady down or makin her look smaller than the bloke but was a sign of respect for her special role in the 
world. Talkin about this with the grandkids recently an' they reckon that we should still do that. The girls said 
they like it too when a bloke shows them some respect. Yeah they wanna wear pants and dress like blokes 
but they still want to be treated like women. Makes life a bit difficult for a bloke to figure out what's right 
sometimes I reckon. Shielas should be shielas an blokes, blokes I reckon. Ever seen a lioness lookin like a 
lion or tryin to dress like one? 
 
Talkin of the old days, I was down the pub the other day an two blokes started arguin. Bit too much to drink I 
spose. A whole lotta yellin and loud voices talkin rubbish really. Went on for about two or three minutes then 
they shook hands and had a drink and just started talkin again normally. That's respect I reckon. Disagree 
and then allowin' the other person to have his point of view is important in our place.But yuh gotta argue 
nicely. No yellin,' screamin', waving yuh hands and fists around That's not needed to make a point. Makes 
yuh look a real gullah I reckon. No respect. 
 
Remember them days when a bloke was called sir? Ladies was called Miss or Madam by them shielas at the 
grocery shop or in the big department stores like Farmers in Auckland. That was the days when in Lodge 
everyone addressed everyone else by Masonic rank and surname. No first names allowed. Even in the 
supper room this stuck. Used to feel quite guilty as a young Mason when I met someone in the street and 
called them Mr or Sir. Brother was what I wanted to say but in them days everything wuz supposed to be 
secret eh? Now days no one gets called sir or even mister. Usually the best yuh can hope for is your first 
name which is the most polite any kids or youngsters seem to know how to be. Better than bein called the 
old fat bugger though eh? 
 
Bin ravin on a bit I know but what I wanna try and highlight is respect and how it seems to be fallin' out off the 
window sill an hidin in the cracks in the concrete. Why would someone wanna take drugs or end his own life 
if he felt respected? Youse experts can work that out. Too hard for me. Just a simple old retired cow cocky. 
 
Catch youse next month. 
 

Fred 
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Cocurullo Masonic Supplies 
 

 
Blue Lodge   
  
Entered Apprentice Apron $30.00 
Fellow Craft Apron $40.00 
Master Mason Apron $60.00 
Masters Apron $80.00 
White Gloves $10.00 pair 
Blue Collar $30.00 
Cuffs for Masters and Wardens $50.00 pair 
  
Royal Arch  
  
Royal Arch Apron and Sash $75.00 
Royal Arch Collar $30.00 
  
Other Degrees  
  
Secret Monitor Sash $60.00 
  
Other Items  
  
Sprig of Acacia Pin $3 each or $5 for two 
Red Poppy with Square &  Compass   $3 each or $5 for two 
  
  

 

If It’s Not In the List Please Ask! 
 
Vince Cocurullo. Phone: (09) 4388834  Email: fm@cocurullo.co.nz 
*Prices may change without notice 

   

  
 

 

For All Your Masonic and Personal Travel 
Auckland Airport Pick Up and Deliveries a Specialty 

 

 
Barbara Stan 

 
 
 

mailto:fm@cocurullo.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/StansVanPassengerService/
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A Retrospective Glimpse Of Scottish Freemasonry Pre-1914  
 
 
Editors Note: This paper has been abbreviated due to space requirements. The full document may be read by clicking here 

 
The Grand Lodge of Scotland was instituted on Tuesday, 30th November 1736, at a 
meeting held in Mary's Chapel, Niddry's Wynd, Edinburgh, by the Masters and 
Wardens or Proxy Masters and Proxy Wardens of the following Lodges viz., Mary's 
Chapel; Kilwinning; Canongate Kilwinning; Kilwinning Scot's Anns; Kilwinning Leith; 
Kilwinning Glasgow; Cupar of Fife; Linlithgow; Dunfermline; Dundee; Dalkeith; 
Aitchison's Haven; Selkirk; Inverness; Lesmahagow; St Bride's at Douglas; Lanark; 
Hamilton; Dunse; Kirkcaldy; Journeymen Masons of Edinburgh; Kirkintilloch; Biggar; 
Sanquhar; Peebles; Glasgow St Mungo; Greenock; Falkirk; Aberdeen; Maryburgh; 
Canongate and Leith, Leith and Canongate; Montrose. It held its first Quarterly 
Communication on 12th January 1737, at which William St Clair, of Roslin, presided 
as Grand Master. 
 

In 1878 Brother Sir Michael R. Shaw Stewart, Bart, was Most Worshipful Grand Master Mason, and David 
Murray Lyon was firmly established as Grand Secretary. Up to this period the affairs of Grand Lodge had 
been allowed to drift along pretty much at their own sweet will, partly because of the apathy of its constituent 
members. It may be pointed out that there were about 500 Lodges on the roll, of which nearly 200 were 
absolutely unrepresented by either Master or Wardens. It can easily be conceived how the affairs of Grand 
Lodge could reach the chaotic state in which we find them.  
 
The financial affairs of Grand Lodge were found to be in a perilous condition, in fact bordering on insolvency. 
There was difficulty in even meeting its gas and water bills, and there was a danger of these necessaries 
being cut off. In 1878 Sir Michael, referring to the funds of Grand Lodge, said "the income for the year ending 
30th November had been upwards of £4,000 and the expenditure £2,500. These figures would show that 
Grand Lodge was in a better financial position. They had an excellent hard working Grand Secretary and the 
Finance Committee was paying more attention to its duties. Referring to the Earl of Rosslyn's proposal, when 
his Lordship was Grand Master, to contribute towards a fund for benevolent purposes, Sir Michael Shaw 
Stewart said Grand Lodge must have felt at that time that in their state of debt it was premature to contribute 
for benevolence, but he referred to this in the hope that Grand Lodge was now in possession of such funds 
that they were entitled to remember that one of the chief objects of Masons was to do good to those around 
them." To show the apathy of the Brethren generally, outside of the Capital, it was noted that at this Festival 
of St Andrew, at which about 200 Brethren attended, there were only twenty-eight Lodges represented, and 
of these fifteen belonged to Edinburgh, and only two were from Glasgow and one from Ayrshire. 
 
"The minimum fee for initiation to a Lodge was 21/-, exclusive of the registration fee 5/6, and with a view to 
the extinction of the debt of Grand Lodge and the application of its surplus revenues to charitable purposes, 
the fee payable to Grand Lodge for each Diploma shall be 5/-, and each Daughter Lodge shall, from and 
after 24th June 1879, pay towards the said object 1/- for each entrant — to be remitted with the fees for 
registration and diploma." Notice that there was no time limit for the payment of the proportion of initiation 
fees due to Grand Lodge, consequently Secretaries would hold over payments until a new member had 
attained all of his degrees.  
 
Some members, never got the full length of their Masonic career, while others spread the three ceremonies 
over a very long period of years. Hence the reason of their names never being entered in Grand Lodge 
records and Grand Lodge being deprived of such proportion of the fees that it was justly entitled to. Now 
Lodge Secretaries send in the names along with the proportion of fees to Grand Secretary within a month of 
the members date of joining any Lodge. This makes it a certainty that every new member is properly 
recorded in Grand Lodge, and no matter how many years may elapse before said member completes his 
degrees, or even if he never completes them at all, his name will be found recorded in Grand Lodge who will 
have also received the proper proportion of fees due. 
  
For many years it was not an unusual thing for a member to receive the three degrees at one meeting of the 
Lodge on the plea of emergency, the excuse usually being that said brother was "going to sea," "leaving the 
town," or "going away." Cases are not unknown of a neophyte entering a Lodge and not leaving the 
premises before receiving no less than eight degrees. Often a Brother would leave Scotland for the Colonies 
before getting proper instruction. This Brother, then sought admission to one a Colonial Lodge and had to 
face up to a rather exhaustive examination that our Colonial Brethren put visiting Brethren through. After 

http://www.skirret.com/papers/gls-retrospective.html
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many forceful protests from the Colonies, Grand Lodge took action and decreed that under no circumstances 
no less than fourteen days be permitted between the conferring of each degree.  
 
The initiation fee, continued to be the minimum until Grand Lodge, doubled it to 42/-. This increase caused a 
good deal of excitement and many doleful comments. In spite of these, it is safe to remark that some of 
these Lodges which had, a languishing existence soon began to experience very much more prosperity and 
got a better class of membership. The minimum fee has been since increased to 63/-. The annual collection 
in each Lodge for the Fund of Benevolence has been a great success, so much so that the Annuity Board 
are gratified at being able to report that it amounted to £1,609 10s. 2d. for 1911 -12, and for the fourteen 
years, 1899-1912, the subscriptions have amounted to £14,944 10s. 9d.  
 
The premises of Grand Lodge, the foundation stone of which was laid by the late Duke of Athole, grandfather 
of the present Most Worshipful the Grand Master Mason, about fifty years ago, naturally became too small 
for the proper administration of Grand Lodge affairs and Grand Committee had to consider what best should 
be done to bring the buildings up to date. After careful consideration it was decided to pull down the old 
building and erect a more modern structure on the same site, the foundation stone of which was laid by the 
Most Honourable the Marquis of Tullibardine, D.S.O., M.V.O., M.P., the present Most Worshipful Grand 
Master.  
 
In the olden days the minutes of Grand Lodge were read at each Communication. The attendance at these 
meetings was comparatively small, therefore the business brought before Grand Lodge was known to but 
few, and probably soon forgotten except by those who actually took part in any particular debate.  
 
All this increased activity in Edinburgh naturally gave a great impetus to Provincial Grand Lodges. Sadly 
however a few Provincial Grand Masters were not so deeply conscious of the obligations and responsibilities 
of their office but allowed their provinces to drift along with very little or no supervision. Consequently some 
Provinces began to languish and almost decay, but when the revival took place and the new printed minutes 
began to be read these Provinces saw at once that Grand Lodge would support them loyally in getting these 
matters put into proper working order, and it is now a pleasure to reflect on the fact that each province is now 
most efficiently supervised.  
 
Each Lodge is regularly visited by Provincial Grand Lodge Office-bearers, its books having in some cases 
been leisurely gone over by Provincial Grand Secretary or some other provincial Office-bearer several days 
before the visitation takes place. The daughter Lodges were also filled with a desire for taking a greater 
interest in the Provincial work, and it is now a customary thing to see the Quarterly Communications, both of 
Grand Lodge and Provincial Grand Lodges, very largely attended by the proper representatives of the 
daughter Lodges. It may be interesting to note that at this date (1912) there are about 800 Lodges in full 
working order on the roll of Grand Lodge and that about 550 are represented in Grand Lodge. 
 
Going back to about 1878 we find the social part of a meeting of almost any kind was considered to be a 
very important part of the evening's business. At an ordinary Lodge meeting business was so protracted 
because of so frequently working the whole three degrees in one evening, that it was considered appropriate 
for a little refreshment to be provided at the close of the meeting. Grequently Brethren frequently exceeded 
"elders hours" either from necessity or choice.  
 
The usual three or four purely social meetings in the year were 
prolonged to quite unreasonable lengths, and this probably gave rise 
and a colour to the many jests at the Craft's expense that appeared in 
the humorous papers at that time (Punch for instance). How all these 
things have changed! Now where it is usual to find only one degree on 
the agenda, the members have little opportunity of becoming really 
intimate with each other, since, as soon as the business of the evening 
is over, the members rush off home with scarcely a "good night," few  
are seen sitting round the social board at eleven o'clock, and these 
meetings are closed on or about midnight raising the question as to 
whether or not Scottish Freemasonry is now sufficiently social.  
 
 
 

A Famous Scottish (Rite) Freemason.  
RWM. Scrooge McDuck 
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The Early Days of Freemasonry in New Zealand Up To 1890 - April Selection 
 
 

If you follow the links by clicking on them they will open a new page in your 
browser) you may need to scroll well down to find the actual article. Enjoy 
 
**************************** 
 
WELLINGTON INDEPENDENT, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 2639 (Link Here) 
22 FEBRUARY 1868 
 
The Committee of Management of the fund of New Zealand Scottish Masonic 
Benevolence have resolved that provision be at once made for the education at 
the High School, Dunedin, of one boy, the child or orphan of a poor brother. It 
was also resolved : — " That this, and any future scholarships instituted out of 
this fund shall be designated, 'The New Zealand Scottish Masonic Free 
Scholarship.' " The Committee of Management consists of " all the office 
bearers of the Provincial Grand Lodge, Right Worshipful Masters and Proxy Masters of Lodges in New 
Zealand, and subscribers for life, and for years." Amongst other rules we find the following : — " The 
nomination of every candidate shall fee by letter addressed to the Provincial Grand Secretary, at least three 
clear days prior to the day of election, which shall set forth the name and circumstances of his parents, and 
the name and number of the Lodge to which his father belongs, and be accompanied by his father's diploma, 
if obtain able. In case the father's diploma be not obtainable, the member proposing will be required to vouch 
for him." "No candidate shall be eligible for election unless his proposer shall produce to the Committee of 
Management a certificate, signed by the previous instructor of the candidate, showing that his acquirements 
are sufficient to qualify him for admission to the High School." 
**************************** 
OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 1064,  
18 MAY 1865, SUPPLEMENT 
 
The ceremony of opening and consecrating the Provincial Grand Lodge of New Zealand, Scottish 
Constitution, and the Installation of Bro. the Hon. Vincent Pyke as first Provincial Grand Master, took place, 
on Wednesday, 19th April, at the Masonic Hall, Dunedin. This important Masonic event naturally attracted 
great attention amongst the fraternity, who are perhaps more numerous in Otago than in any community of 
equal population. The hall was chastely and elegantly decorated. The walls were hung with festoons of 
evergreens and choice plants, interspersed with grouped masses of gorgeous flowers; and a border of fern 
leaves was tastefully arranged round the cornices. The numbers of the various Lodges were designed of the 
same material behind the spaces allotted for their respective accommodation, and wreaths of the graceful 
lycopodium were twined round the great pillars in the West and other portions of the furniture. Draped 
banners were suspended from the roof, and the old Lion of Scotland lined the Master's canopy, whilst the 
masonic flag waved over the head of the Senior Warden. On the pedestal in the East were appropriately 
displayed a handsome and complete set of Masonic tools, presented to Brother Pyke, in 1860, on the 
occasion of his laying the foundation stone of the great Taradale viaduct on the Melbourne and Echuca 
(Victoria) Railway. The clothing and jewels of the Provincial Grand Lodge were laid out on an adjoining table, 
and were generally admired. The beautiful thistle wreath embroidery of the aprons, the embroidered 
gauntlets, and the massive and chastely designed jewels of solid silver, richly gilt, were admitted to be equal, 
if not superior, to anything in the colonies, and reflected great credit on the taste and skill of the Grand 
Jeweller, Brother Hay, of Edinburgh, by whom they were furnished. (More Here) 
 
 

 
Donate Online by clicking HERE 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/WI18680222.2.11?query=New%20Zealand%20Pacific%20Lodge''
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18650518.2.16.2?query=Dunedin%20Lodge%20931%20EC
http://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/Supporters-Scheme/


 
 

19 
 

 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XVIII, ISSUE 1698 (Link Here) 
29 DECEMBER 1862 
 
Saturday being the anniversary of St. John, the members of the three Masonic Lodges of Auckland, holding 
under the Irish, English, and Scotch Constitutions, met in their Lodge Rooms, at high noon.  
 
Lodge Ara, No. 348, 1.C., met and installed officers ; W.M. Brother Tole being confirmed in the chair during 
tho current period. After the W.M. had been installed  the other officers were in turn installed by the W.M.  
 
Lodge Waitemata, No. 990, E.C.— Brother P. A. Philips, having been unanimously elected W.M. of the 
Lodge, was duly installed at high noon, on St. John's Day, and having nominated his wardens, Brother Dr. 
Goldsbro, S.W., and Brother J. Naughton, J.W., they were duly installed by him; also, Brothers McCloud and 
Pettit as J.D. and S.D. ; Brother Harrop as Secretary; Brother J. J. J Fitzgibbon was re-elected. Treasurer ; 
Brother H. Vaasey, I.G.  
 
Lodge St. Andrew, No. 480, 5.0., met in their Lodge Room, at high noon, and after transacting some purely 
Masonic business, the lodge was closed by R.W.M. Beveridge.  
 
THE ANNIVERSARY BANQUET Was held in the St. Andrew Lodge Room, on Saturday evening, Brother 
Tole, W.M. Lodge Ara, presiding, supported on the right by the R. W.M. of Lodge St. Andrew; and on the left 
by the W.M., Lodge Waitemata. A large party of brethren assembled, among whom were members of the 
various local lodges and representatives of lodges of Great Britain holding under one or other of the three 
Grand Lodges, as well as Brothers James and Charles Nichols, who are members of lodges holding under 
the Grand Lodge of the United States 
 
The brethren spent a very pleasant evening. The usual Masonic and loyal toasts were drunk with the honors 
of the craft ; and a few complimentary toast* were likewise drunk. Suggestions for the good of masonry were 
mule by many brethren ; and there was a very general feeling expressed in favour of establishing an 
educational charity under the fostering core of the craft. The festivities were brought to a close about eleven 
o'clock. The banquet was supplied by Brother James, Q.C.E., who received the well-merited thanks of the 
brethren for the manner in which he had provided refreshments 
 
**************************** 
 
THAMES ADVERTISER, VOLUME XIV, ISSUE 3855,  
31 MARCH 1881 
 
GRAND MASONIC CEREMONIAL. 
 
LAYING FOUNDATION STONE OF MASONIC HALL. [from our own correspondent.] Auckland, Wednesday.  
 
To-day was quite a gala in Auckland, the shipping was profusely decorated ' with flags, and every masthead 
ashore or afloat displayed its bunting'. Business men came into the city dressed in unusual attire indeed the 
preponderance of black clothes and white ties might have led a stranger, to believe that a sudden 
immigration of clerics had occurred.  
 
After noon business became almost suspended, and crowds were soon after seen wending their way to. St. 
Paul's Cathedral; on taking time by the forelock, attempting to secure points of vantage near the site in 
Princes street! That street had from an early hour been, a point of. attraction for crowds, for a numerous 
body of workmen were there engaged decorating with bunting and foliage the temporary platform erected on 
the site of the hull, arranging upon it rows of chairs for.tho accommodation of visitors, and laying down 
carpeting.  
 
The Provincial Hotel, on the opposite aide of the street, and the Masonic Hotel, next 
door, were both gaily ornamented with a line of flags extending downwards from their 
flagstaff's to the top of the central doorway. 'Preparations of such an unusual 
character seem to demand a more than usually lengthened description of .  
 
Read the rest of the lengthy article here 

The Masonic Hotel Auckland  
c. 1888  

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/DSC18621229.2.13?query=Ara%20Lodge%20No%20348
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/THA18810331.2.11?query=Ara%20Lodge%20No%20348
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Some Thoughts about Wine for April. 
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Happy (Real Age) Birthdays for April. 
 

 
Rank Name Surname Lodge Name Lodge No 

W.Bro James Sharp Hokianga 69 

Bro Ronald McKenzie Mangonui/Kaitaia 78 

W.Bro Roy Scahill Mangonui/Kaitaia 78 

Bro James Osler Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

Bro Andrew Spencer Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

Bro Rex Hibbert Whangarei 102 

W.Bro Harry Gray Whangarei 102 

Bro Tim Telfer Whangarei 102 

W.Bro Stephen Bailey Hikurangi 140 

W.Bro Harry Gray Hikurangi 140 

VW.Bro Ronald McCracken Wellsford/Marsden 169 

W.Bro Graham Rogerson Wellsford/Marsden 169 

VW.Bro Cyril Sharp Kororareka 304 

W.Bro Martin Culley Kororareka 304 

Bro John San Lo Kororareka 304 

Bro Rex Wilson Kororareka 304 

W.Bro Harry Hulmes Kerikeri 402 

W.Bro Thomas Gray Hatea 431 

W.Bro Trevor Lawrence Hatea 431 

W.Bro Jack Matthews Okara Daylight 461 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Northland Emergency Services Trust 
 

Click the Picture to Securely Donate Online 
Your Life May Depend On It One Day Soon 

http://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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Some Famous Freemasons 
 

Reference: http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php  
 
Scott, Robert Falcon – Captain, R.N.  
(1868-1912) 
 
Captain Scott was an English Royal Navy 
officer and explorer who led two 
expeditions to the Antarctic regions: the 
Discovery Expedition (1901–04), and the 
ill-fated Terra Nova Expedition (1910–13). 
At a stage in this second venture, Scott 
led a party of five which reached the 
South Pole on 17 January 1912, only to 
find that they had been beaten to the 
prize by a Norwegian expedition led by 
Roald Amundsen. On their return journey, 
Scott and his four demor- alized 
comrades all perished from a combination 
of exhaustion, starvation and extreme 
cold. It was not until the support vessel 
Terra Nova reached Oamaru, New 
Zealand on the 10th February 1913, that 
news of their deaths became worldwide 
knowledge 

 

  
Sheridan, Richard Brinsley (1751-1816) 
 
Born in Dublin, Ireland, Richard Sheridan 
was a playwright, poet and statesman 
and, from 1776, the owner of The Theatre 
Royal, Drury Lane, London. His most 
famous play is ‘The School for Scandal’ 
(1777). He served as a Whig in 
parliament for 32 years and was such 
was his esteem that, when he died, he 
was buried in Westminster Abbey. 

 
  
Sibelius, Johan Julius Christian ‘Jean’ 
(1865-1957)  
 
Having joined Suomi Lodge No.1, 
Helsinki, Finland, Brother Sibelius (the 
composer of ‘Finlandia’), wrote several 
pieces of interest to Masons including 
‘Praising Hymn’ and the ‘Ode to 
Fraternity.’ Indeed, Sibelius composed 
Masonic ritual music covering all degree 
work in Craft Lodges, such as Opus 113, 
Musique Religieuse, which is the only 
complete ritual music for organs. 

 
  

http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php
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Smith, Joseph (1805-1844) 
 
Joseph Smith was the founder of The 
Church of Latter Day Saints, which 
evolved into the Mormon Church, 
adherents of whom look on him as a 
prophet. Grand Master Abraham Jonas 
issued a dispensation and instituted the 
lodge at Nauvoo on March 15, 1842. 
Smith was made a freemason "at sight" 
by Grand Master Jonas, then initiated on 
March 15, 1842, and passed and raised 
on March 16, 1842. On August 11, 1842 
Grand Master Jonas suspended the 
dispensation for the Nauvoo lodge. By 
1844 Nauvoo had three clandestine 
lodges and Iowa had two, the five 
collectively being identified as the 
"Mormon Lodges." Nauvoo Lodge 
comprised a total membership of 1,550. A 
conservative estimate of the membership 
of the five lodges may have exceed 
2,000. At the Grand Lodge Annual 
Communication of 1844, all Mormon 
lodges were declared clandestine and all 
their membership suspended. 

 
 

Editors Note: Some futher reading can be found here & here 

  
Smith, Admiral Sir William Sidney 
(1764-1840)  
 
Sidney Smith was the British admiral of 
whom Napoleon Bonaparte said, “That 
man made me miss my destiny”. The 
remark followed Smith’s imaginative and 
successful defence of Acre (On the coast 
of modern day Israel.) against the siege 
of 13,000 French Regulars led by 
Napoleon himself. Smith bombarded the 
French from the sea and from the town 
and, in May 1799, Napoleon withdrew. 
Smith served much of his naval career in 
the Mediterranean acting against 
Napoleonic forces. In the style of Admiral 
Nelson, Smith was a dynamic leader 
whose star should have shone brighter, 
but Nelson disliked Smith and Nelson’s 
influence held back his career. In 1811, 
Smith was made a fellow of The Royal 
Society of London; a society formed from 
members of the “Invisible College” by 
Freemasons in November 1660. 

 

  
Soane, Sir John (1753-1837) 
(Given name: John Swan)  
 
Born in the English town of Whitchurch in 
Oxfordshire, John Soane was an architect 
who made his mark on the city of London 
as the designer of both The Bank of 
England and The Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea. In 1813 he was appointed the 
Superintendent of Works to the fraternity 
of Freemasons and a Fellow of The Royal 
Society of London in 1821. He was 
knighted in 1831 by King William IV 

 

  

 
   

http://freemasonry.bcy.ca/history/lds/founders.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mormonism_and_Freemasonry
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Some Poems To Enjoy for April 
 

Cheesecake 
by Faith Trekson 

 
When your soul is listless, wan and weary 

and you know not what to do; 
You need a lift, a comfort zone, 

to sink and curl into... 
 

You need something to nurture you, 
To heal your tired heart; 

Something soothing, something soft, 
A begin a fresh new start... 

 
And so I tried some chocolate, 
no good...its way too sweet; 
And then I tried a cup of tea, 
But I just can't take the heat.. 

 
I read somewhere that baking, 
is wholesome, good and fun, 

and so I thought I'd bake a cake, 
and perhaps please someone... 

 
A chocolate cake is way too rich, 

Its so done and quite a bore, 
And so i ventured into cheesecakes, 

rich in comfort lore... 
 

I crushed some biscuits tenderly 
and formed a buttery base, 

And blended eggs and cottage cheese, 
in an anticipatory haze... 

 
And as I plucked it from the heat, 

my heart all filled with glee.. 
Blushing golden, all aglow, 

Like the sun beneath the sea... 
 

It cut like butter, soft but firm, 
(just like we should be); 

Eyes closed, I sat and ate it up, 
knees curled underneath me... 

 
I nearly purred in complete bliss, 

as it passed my eager lips, 
as it crept into my hungry heart, 
and settled gently on my hips...  

 

 
 

The Grumble Family 
by Anonymous 

 
There's a family nobody likes to meet; 

They live, it is said, on Complaining Street 
In the city of Never-Are-Satisfied, 
The River of Discontent beside. 

 
They growl at that and they growl at this; 

Whatever comes, there is something amiss; 
And whether their station be high or humble, 
They are all known by the name of Grumble. 

 
The weather is always too hot or cold; 
Summer and winter alike they scold. 

Nothing goes right with the folks you meet 
Down on that gloomy Complaining Street. 

 
They growl at the rain and they growl at the sun; 

In fact, their growling is never done. 
And if everything pleased them, there isn't a doubt 
They'd growl that they'd nothing to grumble about! 

 
But the queerest thing is that not one of the same 
Can be brought to acknowledge his family name; 

For never a Grumbler will own that he 
Is connected with it at all, you see. 

 
The worst thing is that if anyone stays 

Among them too long, he will learn their ways; 
And before he dreams of the terrible jumble 

He's adopted into the family of Grumble. 
 

And so it were wisest to keep our feet 
From wandering into Complaining Street; 

And never to growl, whatever we do, 
Lest we be mistaken for Grumblers, too. 

 
Let us learn to walk with a smile and a song, 
No matter if things do sometimes go wrong; 

And then, be our station high or humble, 
We'll never belong to the family of Grumble! 
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Clever Mark Twain Quotes to Ponder On 
 

 If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything.  
 

 Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it is 
time to reform (or pause and reflect).  

 
 The man who does not read has no advantage over the man 

who cannot read.   
 

 Never put off till tomorrow what may be done day after 
tomorrow just as well.  

 
 Name the greatest of all inventors. Accidents. 

 
 I have never let my schooling interfere with my education.   

 
 I never take exercise except sleeping and resting 

 
 A lie can travel half way around the world while the truth is putting on its 

shoes.  
 

 Never tell the truth to people who are not worthy of it.  
 

 Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions. Small people always do that, but the really 
great make you feel that you, too, can become great.  

 
 Substitute 'damn' every time you're inclined to write 'very;' your editor will delete it and the writing will 

be just as it should be.  
 

 A man who carries a cat by the tail learns something he can learn in no other way. 
 

 Don’t go around saying the world owes you a living. The world owes you nothing. It was here first.  
 

 I did not attend his funeral, but I sent a nice letter saying I approved of it.  
 

 God created war so that Americans would learn geography.   
 

 I was gratified to be able to answer promptly, and I did. I said I 
didn’t know.  

 
 Never allow someone to be your priority while allowing yourself to 

be their option.  
 

 But who prays for Satan? Who, in eighteen centuries, has had 
the common humanity to pray for the one sinner that needed it most?  

 
 Truth is stranger than fiction, but it is because Fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities; Truth isn't.  

 
 Wrinkles should merely indicate where the smiles have been.  

 
 What would men be without women?  

Scarce, sir...mighty scarce.    
 

 Sanity and happiness are an impossible combination.  
 

 When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant I could 
hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be 21, I was astonished at how much the 
old man had learned in seven years.  
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NO 1 DISTRICT PEOPLE CONTACT INFORMATION AS AT 01 APRIL 2018 
 

 
   District Grand Master V.W Bro Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 

021 528 860  
kjburch102@gmail.com 

       

   District Grand Director Of Ceremonies W.Bro Trevor Hall  027 471 1665 
trev@orcon.net.nz 

 

       

   Grand Steward To Be Advised  
 

 

       

   Grand Steward W Bro HC Chamberlain (09 437 0411 
skey@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

   Education Advisor & 
Northtalk Editor 

W.Bro John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 
028 258 85111 
john@merlin.net.nz 

 

       

   District Property & Heritage VW. Bro  
Bryan Wiig 

(09) 437 2840 
021 105 6857 
wiigy1@orcon.net.nz  

 

       

   Benevolence Vacant  
 
 

 

Our Northland Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters and Higher Degrees, 
 
The Hokianga Lodge No. 69 
 
Master David Kearns Secretary Garth Coulter 
Address PO Box 86 

Rawene 0443 
Address PO Box 79 

Rawene 0443 
E-mail daveandlk66@gmail.com E-mail karlandgwen@outlook.com 
Phone (09 405 7595 Phone (09) 405 8246 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
 
The Mangonui (Travelling) Lodge No. 78 
 
Master Roy Scahill Secretary Bob Vartan 
Address 100 Virtue Crescent  

Tokerau Beach   
RD 3  Kaitaia 0483 

Address PO Box 402 
Mangonui 0422 

E-mail scahillr@xtra.co.nz  E-mail arjayvee@xtra.co.nz 
Phone 09 406 7635 Phone (09) 406 1239 
Mobile 021 625 274 Mobile 021 1558 540 
 
 
The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101 
 
Master John Anderson Secretary Robert Goodhue 
Address 4002 SH10 

Kaeo 0478 
Address 66 Albert Street 

Kawakawa 0210 
 

E-mail anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail o211252754@yahoo.co.nz 
Phone (09) 405 1248 Phone  
Mobile 021 100 73767 Mobile 021 125 2754 
 
 
Lodge Whangarei No. 102 
 
Master Roy Unwin Secretary Graeme Whiteman  
Address 2 - 44 Highfield Highway   

Maunu 
Whangarei 0110 

Address Townhouse 59  
Jane Mander Village 
Kamo  
Whangarei 0110 

E-mail janroyunwin@xtra.co.nz E-mail kamoagain@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 438 9893 Phone (09) 435 6499 
Mobile 021 029 67821 Mobile (027) 435 6358 

 
 

mailto:wiigy1@orcon.net.nz
mailto:karlandgwen@outlook.com
mailto:o211252754@yahoo.co.nz
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Lodge Hikurangi No. 140 
 
Master Steve Bailey Secretary Alan Bishell 
Address 346 Kamo Road 

Kamo 
Whangarei 0112 

Address 28B Elizabeth Street 
Kensington 
Whangarei 0112  

E-mail dallasandsteveb@xtra.co.nz E-mail hikalodge@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 435 5601 Phone (09) 437 3036 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
    
Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169 
 
Master John MacDonald Secretary Graham Rogerson 
Address Unit 11 

 224 Maunu Road 
Whangarei 1011 

Address 16 - 5 Waiatawa Road 
Tikipunga 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail john@merlin.net.nz E-mail edh7514@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 439 4790 Phone (09) 437 1598 
Mobile 028 258 85111 Mobile 021 308 069 
 
Lodge Parahaki No. 269 
 
Master Jock Adamson Secretary Alan Martin 
Address 98 Ngunguru Road 

RD 3 
Whangarei 0173 

Address 65 Whau Valley Road 
Whau Valley 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail jock.pat@xtra.co.nz E-mail alanohmartin@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 437 3125 Phone (09) 437 3125 
Mobile  Mobile 027 244 7373 
 
Lodge Kororareka No. 304 
 
Master Alastair Mitchell Secretary William Noble 
Address 1 Gould Street 

Russell 0202 
Address PO Box 228 

Russell 0242 
E-mail alastair@riskandinsurance.co E-mail commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 403 7530 Phone (09) 403 7899 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
Lodge Kerikeri No. 402 
 
Master Rex Graham Secretary Robert Bubendorfer 
Address 237 Stanners Road  

RD 2  
Kerikeri  

Address 344A Kerikeri Road  
Kerikeri   
0230  

E-mail rexl.g@xtra.co.nz E-mail bob@bubendorfer.net.nz 
Phone 09 407 5584 Phone 09 407 1156 
Mobile 027 306 0015 Mobile 022 631 070 
 
Lodge Hatea No. 431 
 
Master Grahame Richards Secretary Kevin Peachey 
Address 6 - 6A Pentland Road  

Regent  
Whangarei 011278 

Address 17 E Albert Street 
Whangarei 0110 
 

E-mail anne.grahame7@gmail.com E-mail kevinmp1049@gmail.com 
Phone 09 459 7161 Phone 09 435 2916 
Mobile 021 294 4383  Mobile 021 758 822 
 
Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461 
 
Master Pat Severensen Secretary Ron Teague 
Address 4 B Braintree Street  

Kamo 
Whangarei  0112 

Address 18 Te Kamo Street  
Ruakaka 
2160 

E-mail pladseve@xnet.co.nz E-mail lois.ron@outlook.co.nz 
Phone 09 435 1008 Phone 09 432 8066 
Mobile  Mobile  
 

 
 
 

mailto:john@merlin.net.nz
mailto:edh7514@gmail.com
mailto:alastair@riskandinsurance.co
mailto:commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz
mailto:kevinpeachey@vodafone.co.nz
mailto:lois.ron@outlook.co.nz


 
 

28 
 

 
Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27 
 
1st Principal Vince Cocurullo Scribe E/Recorder Graham Morris 
Address  Address  
E-mail vince@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail graym@sanp.net.nz 
Phone 09-438 8834 Phone 09 435 1139 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 
 
1st Principal Ralph Barber Scribe E/Recorder Wayne Maday 
Address  Address  
E-mail ralphbarber6@gmail.com    E-mail wmaday@kinect.co.nz  
Phone 09 401 6413 Phone 09 407 8761 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Kaipara Mahurangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 
 
1st Principal Stan Kerr Scribe E/Recorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail stansvan@xtra.co.nz E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz  
Phone 09 434 0024 Phone 09 425 5664  
Mobile 027 268 8144 Mobile  

 
Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65 
 
TIM Graham Morris Scribe E/Recorder Mark Norgate 
Address  Address  
E-mail graym@snap.net.nz   E-mail mhnorgate@clear.net.nz  
Phone 09 435-1139 Phone 09 435-4027 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80 
 
TIM Peter Copeman Recorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail  E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz 
Phone 09 432-7663 Phone 09 425 8664 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No. 45 
 
MES Vince Cocurullo Recorder Steve Shervell 
Address  Address  
E-mail info@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail steve.shervell@hotmail.com  
Phone  09 438-883 Phone 09 459-5932 
Mobile 021 438 952 Mobile  

 
Knights Templar - Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17 
 

Preceptor Brian Mulcahy Secretary Garry Larsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail brianmul@ihug.co.nz E-mail glars@slingshot.co.nz  
Phone (09)-408-1456 Phone 09 408-2309 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Order of the Secret Monitor 
 

Supreme Ruler Lindsay Stichbury Recorder Pat Severinsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail pladseve@xnet.co.nz  
Phone 09 431 5544 Phone 09 435 1008 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
 
 

This information is presumed accurate at time of publication.  Please advise the Northtalk Editor of any errors, updates, or omissions.  
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