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2017 has without doubt been the Year of the Grand Master for the Northland District. Three visits from MW 
Bro Mark Winger has shown a new leadership that has provided a beacon for Freemasonry in this far flung, 
often forgotten, northernmost District of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand. With 11 Blue Lodges spread over 
235Km, which is a travelling time end to end of over 3 hours on a good day, an ageing population of 170,500 
people, 38% of whom are in the most-deprived category, one could ask how Freemasonry can continue to 
exist. The answer is given in that beautiful old Māori proverb: 
 

He aha te mea nui o te ao? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata 
What is the most important thing in the world? It is the people, it is the people, it is the people 

 
Statistics do not always tell the truth as any researcher will quickly point out. If you look at the Grand Lodge 
data for our District it gives a picture for Lodge membership. If you break this figure down however you will 
find that many of our Lodges have members who belong to more than one Lodge so the true membership 
figure is actually significantly less. The other story not told by the membership figures is the actual number of 
Brethren who attend their Lodge(s) on a regular basis. Some of our Brethren are aged, infirm, or live beyond 
the length of their cable tow. Then there are those who pay their dues but never attend Lodge at all - the Lost 
Sheep! Research suggests that our "true membership" is probably sitting around 25% of the theoretical 
numbers in the Grand Lodge figures. This tends to paint a somewhat bleak picture of Freemasonry in the 
Northland District. But there is a glimmer of light on the horizon if we are willing to walk towards it and not 
just talk about doing so or even worse give up hope altogether. 
 
Let's look ahead to 2018. Few of our Lodges meet in December or January so let's take the time to enjoy the 
festive season and recharge the batteries. A number of candidates are in the wings while others are 
progressing through their three steps. The Grand Master has set us the challenge to Speak Up For 
Freemasonry and provided tools and incentives to help us do so. We have the Divisional Websites at our 
fingertips to keep us informed of what is going on in our Division and at Grand Lodge. Our District Grand 
Master is out and about on Fraternal visits as well as his Installation duties. This newsletter is published on a 
monthly basis covering events as they happen up here. The Freemasons Toolbox is there on the Grand 
Lodge website packed full of ideas and suggestions so there is no reason for Lodges to just hold a same old, 
same old, business meeting and then go to refectory after working yet another boring emulation. Use your 
District Education Advisor to facilitate a lively evening. Invite a Royal Arch Chapter, Cryptic Council, Knights 
Templar, or Order of the Secret Monitor Degree into your Lodge to explain how they slot in the 33 Degrees 
of the Craft.  
 
As discussed in an earlier edition this year, apathy and complacency, are the cancers that are killing 
Freemasonry. Attitudinal change in society is certainly a factor but if we just sit on our hands and lament the 
passing of the halcyon days of the 1960's 70's and 80's that cancer will surely get us. The No 1 District will 
pass into history and become just another statistic in the history of the Grand 
Lodge of New Zealand since its formation in 1890. So let us stand up, speak 
up, and be proud of being members of the No 1 District and work together to 
ensure its growth. 
 
To you all, your families and friends, a very happy and safe festive season. 
Take a copy of "Simple Answers to Leading Questions" with you in the car - 
along with a Form 5 (Proposition of Intended Candidates) and use all the 
opportunities you get to Speak Up For Freemasonry and introduce a new 
member or even a joining member. That's a Form 6 by the way.  
 
Fraternally 

 
John MacDonald 
District Education Advisor and Editor Northtalk 

http://www.health.govt.nz/new-zealand-health-system/my-dhb/northland-dhb/population-northland-dhb
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
http://freemasonsnz.org/tools/
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From Our District Grand Master 
 
 

Ladies and Brethren 
 
It gives me great pleasure to give you this last report for 2017. 
 
It has been a very busy and productive year for myself and my GDC W.Bro 
Trevor Hall. 
 
We have attended all the Installations and between us we have visited all the 
Lodges and officiated at their Installations as well as the practice meetings to 

organise the Installations.  We have also completed pastoral visits to all of the Lodges at various times 
throughout the year. We have attended several of the lodges in special occasions to present jewels and 
certificates etc to worthy recipients. The last being to Bro James Foster at our last District meeting, where he 
was awarded with a Silver medal from the  Grand Lodge Charity in recognition for his services as our 
Benevolence officer over the last few years. We have also had several visits to lodges to assist in the 
election of incoming officers and to ensure a smooth transition, and that the ceremony and administrative 
functions are carried out correctly.  
 
I have represented the NZ Constitution at three of the English Installations at Warkworth, Rodney 1711, 
Whangarei Star of the North 1647, and Hikurangi, Franklin 2138, unfortunately due to other Masonic 
commitments I was unable to attend the Installation at Lodge Zealandia 2072. Many thanks to VW Bro Bryan 
Wiig for officiating on behalf of Grand Lodge at this Installation. W.Bro Trevor Hall and I and our Ladies were 
honoured to be invited to Lodge Waiheke No 367 to attend their Installation, on the same day, my late father 
in law was an officer of this Lodge.  
 
On Saturday 18 November, I represented the Northland District at the funeral of RW Bro Hori Muir P Dep 
GM. Hori was a member of Lodge Te Puke, and sadly passed a few months before his 100

th
 Birthday. We 

also enjoyed a great weekend with our daughter son-in-law and grandson in Te Puke. 
 
On the way south, I had the pleasure of attending the initiation of a Lewis, Bro William McCracken, the 
Grandson of VW Bro Ron and son of W.Bro Greg McCracken at Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169. This was 
a Grand Lodge visit and we were supported  by several Grand Lodge officers. This was the last official visit 
for the year and I take this opportunity to thank those Brethren who have been able to make the time to 
come and support the Grand Lodge team.  
 
It is with great sadness that I advise that VW. Bro Leslie Clive Mudgway, Known to us as Clive,  he passed to 
the Grand Lodge above on 29/11/17. VW. Bro Clive was a member of Lodge Hatea (resigned clear) in 1977 
and was still a member of Lodge Whangarei 102 after 66 yrs, from joining in 1951. Clive and Gaille have 
spent the last few years at Noosa Heads, Queensland. VW.Bro Clive was a highly experienced member of 
Whangarei 102 and served as Asst.Prov GM, was a mentor for Lodge Whangarei 102 and a personal friend 
and a great diver.  He was a founding member of the Whangarei Underwater Club formed May 1951. 
 
I had the pleasure of accompanying Clive along with W.Bro Bill Palmer on his launch on several diving and 
fishing trips during the 1970-1980’s.  W.Bro Bill and Clive were very close friends over many years. 
We send our sincere condolences to Gaille and the family on this sad occasion.  
 
Judy and I take this opportunity to wish you all the very best for the festive season. For those who are 
travelling, all the best, have a safe journey, good weather and a great time with family and friends. 
 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year 

 
 
V W Bro Kevin Burch  DGM 
021 25 88 60 
kjburch102@gmail.com 
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What’s Happened in Northland Recently 

 
RODNEY LODGE NO 1711 EC 

 
Julia Caulfield, a Year 12 student at Mahurangi College, Warkworth has been selected as a delegate to 
represent New Zealand across Europe on the Global Development Tour organised by United Nations Youth 
New Zealand. She will also represent New Zealand at the International Columbia Model United Nations 
Conference hosted by Columbia University in New York City. 
 
To provide some background, UN Youth New Zealand is the youth arm of the United Nations Association of 
New Zealand. UN Youth is a national registered charity who provides civics education programmes to inspire 
and empower students to get involved with domestic and international politics. I have been selected by this 
organisation as one of 22 top students from around New Zealand to partake in the Global Development Tour 
2018, one of the organisation’s most prestigious events. 
 
The Global Development Tour is a month-long educational trip to Europe and New York and seeks to 
educate students of the United Nation’s 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. 
 
The Tour is staffed by 4 volunteer directors, all undertaking tertiary study or full time employment. The Tour 
visits New York, London, Paris, Berlin, Rome, Copenhagen and Geneva - all leading examples of the charge 
to meet the United Nations’ Global Sustainable Development Goals. Each stop on the Tour relates to a focus 
area of these goals – including basic needs, equity and education, environmental sustainability, and 
business and innovation. In each city we will visit relevant policy makers, businesses and NGOs for 
educational meetings. The trip begins with the attendance at the 2018 Columbia Model United Nations 
Conference and Exposition. Recognised as one of the United State’s premier high school Model United 
Nations debating conference, it is held every year in New York and comprises around 800 students from all 
over the world. 
 
Julia requires financial help for this trip. She has been successful in obtaining funding from several diferent 
organisation. She approached the Rodney Lodge for assistance. The Lodge was able to donate $500.00 to 
her. The Lodge requested help from the North Island English Masonic Charitable Trust for help also. The 
donation given was for $1,000.00. 
 
Just prior to the Lodge’s regular meeting on 1

st
 November, Julia was presented with the cheque for 

$1,000.00 by W.Bros. David Leach and David Starr watched by the brethren of the Lodge. The cheque for 
$500.00 from the Lodge had been presented to her by W.Bro. David Starr at an earlier time. 
 

 
 

W.Bro David Leach, Karen & Julia Caulfield , W.Bro David Starr 
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Bro James Foster. District Benevolence Officer (Northland) Retires 
 
Anyone who shops in Dargaville, or even Whangarei, will be familiar with the sight of Bro James Foster 
sitting outside a well know supermarket chain with a table and chair or two, seeking "alms" for some worthy 
cause. Be it raffle books, toys, grocery parcels, knitting, or some other tempting item, the gentle lilt of Bro 
James voice can be heard chatting with passersby about everything in the world except buying a ticket. Be it 
a beckoning finger or just a big smile people seem compelled to go to the table to see what is on offer and 
buy a ticket! 
 
The fund raising does not stop there. In the time since he accepted the role as District Benevolence Officer 
Bro James has opened the coffers of not only the Lodges in Northland but also the Freemasons Charity to 
provide emergency funds for people in need, and also larger projects like the musical instruments and 
uniforms for the Dargaville Tongan Church band. Step one for that project was the instruments, and to see 
those kids and adults walking barefooted down the main street of Dargaville leading the Christmas parade 
that year could not help but make one proud to be a Freemason. Next year came the uniforms and sandals. 
He has also been the driving force for the many annual District projects which have seen mobile coffee 
shops upgraded and Masonic support for the building of the Jim Carney Cancer Treatment Centre at the 
Whangarei Hospital to name but two. 
 
Bro James has also been a staunch member of the Hikurangi Lodge No 140, (having originally been initiated 
into Pono Lodge No 203 in Dargaville in 2009), making the 146 Km round trip from Dargaville to Hikurangi as 
often as possible and being the first to put an apron around his waist and get stuck in washing dishes and 
layout/clear out the refectory tables. 
 
His humble dedication was recognised by the District with the presentation of a Silver Charity Jewel at the 
District Meeting on Saturday 4th November by the District Grand Master VW Bro Kevin Burch. We wish Bro 
James and his wife Fay a happy "retirement" but are sure that he will continue to "rattle the collection plate" 
outside the supermarket in Dargaville for many years to come. Thanks Bro James from all of us. 
 

 
 

Bro James Foster and VW Bro Kevin Burch District Grand Master 
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The Aged Masons Christmas Party 
 
 
In a break with tradition, on Wednesday 8 November the Aged Masons Christmas Party was held at the 
Kamo Club in Whangarei. 
 
Hidden away or parked out of site, were the mobility aids, and very much to the fore were the smiles, banter, 
and sounds of laughter around the room. An excellent self help meal was available with table service for 
those who asked for it.  
 
Well done to the organising committee. You are sure of a job again next year! 
 

 
 
 

  
The Cake cooked by Alfreda Berryman VW Bro Hilton Cook and Marie cut the cake 
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Three Generations at Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169 
 

 
In a night of many firsts for Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169, Mr William McCracken entered the Lodge as a 
Lewis to join his Grandfather, VW.Bro Ron McCracken PGDC, and his Father W.Bro Greg McCracken SW 
as a member after he was obligated into the Craft by his Grandfather. His girlfriend's father and grandfather 
travelled up from Rotorua to be part of the celebrations with visitors from the top of the North, (Kaitaia) to 
Auckland also being present. The District Grand Master VW Bro Kevin Burch was formally received 
accompanied by officers of Grand Lodge when he made this his last fraternal visit for the year. 
 
Some of the other "firsts" were: 
 

 The first time the Lodge has worked a First Degree since it was formed from the merger of the two 
Lodges Marsden No 169 and Wellsford No 306 in 2013. 

 The first time a Lewis Pin has been presented by the Lodge. 

 The first time the Director of Ceremonies W.Bro Gilbert Hawkins has had to merge  multiple "local 
ways of doing things" into a meaningful. harmonious flow. It worked very well. Thanks. 

 The first time the Master, W.Bro John MacDonald, has initiated a Brother into a Lodge on his 
birthday month (November) in his 40 years in the Craft.  

 
After the Lodge was closed, the refectory was catered for by Bro Mark Townsend which made the washing 
up very easy. Mrs Judy Burch joined the Lodge for supper, as she and VW.Bro Kevin Burch were on their 
way to Te Puke to take up some grand parenting duties immediately after the Tyler's Toast. 
 
A very memorable night for who attended and participated. 
 

 

 
VW Bro Ron, Bro William & W.Bro Greg McCracken VW Bro Ron McCracken PGDC. Bro William McCracken, W.Bro 

W.Bro Greg McCracken, SW, VW Bro Kevin Burch, Dist GM. 

 
 

 

VW Bro Ron McCracken PGDC. Bro William McCracken, W.Bro 
John MacDonald, Master, W.Bro Greg McCracken, SW, VW Bro 

Kevin Burch, Dist GM. 
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Another Tribute to A Masonic Stalwart. RW Bro Jack Matthews (OSM) 
(Thanks to Decima Severensen for the article and photos) 

 
At the Northland Conclave meeting on Saturday 18 November 2017, RW Bro Jack was first invested as Past 
Grand Guide by the District Grand Supreme Ruler RW Bro Ken Galley and later presented with a Sixty-year 
bar to his jewel by RW Bro Stan Bartlett, Past Dep. Grand Supreme Ruler. 

 
RW Bro Jack joined this Conclave in November 1967 along with his two brothers with the idea of forming the 
Northern Wairoa Conclave in Dargaville.  This they accomplished later. 
 
The three brothers were very staunch Lodge members travelling all over the North to meetings. Jack became 
Supreme Ruler of the Northern Wairoa Conclave several times but due to small membership it closed and 
the Charter was taken up in Point Chevalier.  RW Bro Jack has continued as a member of Northland 
Conclave all of this time and continues to attend meetings regularly in spite of his advancing age. 
 

  

District Grand Supreme Ruler RW Bro Ken Galley 
presents RW Bro Jack Matthews with his Past Grand 
Guide Certificate 

District Grand Supreme Ruler RW Bro Ken Galley 
RW Bro Jack Matthews, and RW Bro Stan Bartlett, 
Past Dep. Grand Supreme Ruler. 

 

The Selfless Irish 
 

The Irish never hesitate to come to the aid of their fellow man ... (fellow air passengers, in this case)!  
 
Shortly after take-off on an outbound, evening Aer Lingus flight from Dublin to Boston, the lead flight 
attendant nervously made the following painful announcement in her lovely Irish brogue: 
 
"Ladies and gentlemen, I'm so very sorry, but it appears that there has been a terrible mix-up by our 
catering service.  I don't know how this has happened, but we have 103 passengers on board, and 

unfortunately, we received only 40 dinner meals.  I truly apologise for this mistake and inconvenience." 
 
When the muttering of the passengers had died down, she continued,  "Anyone who is kind enough to give up their meal 
so that someone else can eat,  will receive free and unlimited drinks for the duration of our 10 hour flight.” 
 
Her next announcement came about 2 hours later:  "Sorry to trouble you again but if anyone is hungry, we still have 40 
dinners available." 
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The Classic and Sport Car Club Northland Inc visits Maunu Masonic Village 
 

 
As an annual event for the residents of the Maunu Masonic Village in Whangarei, the Classic and Sports Car 
Club of Northland park up and provide a luncheon in the community centre. This year there were some old 
favourites and also some new models that thrilled the "petrol heads" who came to view the cars and chat 
with the owners. 
 
W.Bro Grahame Richards, the Master of Hatea Lodge No 431 was there with his latest toy - a 1978 MGR 
Roadster which is fitted with a slightly different engine to the original 1798cc one it had when it left the 
factory. It now sports a Lexus V8 delivering 275hp at the wheels with the odd body modification or two to 
show that it is not quite original. 
 

 
 

 
Last year we caught up with the President, Phil Schultz and his wife Margaret, who were looking forward to 
taking part in the 2017 Pork Pie Charity run which traces the route taken by the Yellow Mini in the famous 
New Zealand Movie Goodbye Pork Pie made in 1981. Unlike the "criminals" and keystone cops in the movie, 
the 2017 Pork Pie Charity Run convoy of 63 Minis left Kaitaia on Easter Friday and travelled more than 2500 
kilometres to Invercargill as a fundraiser for the KidsCan charity. Northlanders donated $8400 while a total of 
$220,000 was raised along the way. The next run is planned for 2019. Well done all! 
 

 
Phil and Margaret Schultz with their "Pork Pie" Mini 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goodbye_Pork_Pie
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Northland District Masonic Bowling Tournament 
 

 
Once again Brethren, players, and supporters assembled on the Kamo Bowling Club greens on Tuesday 
28th November for the annual bowling tournament which has been a feature of Northland District 
Freemasonry for many years. Once again thanks to the efforts of the organising committee, the sponsors, 
and the 32 teams who assembled to play, a cheque for $3000.00 was given to the Blind Foundation to 
support the work that they do here in Northland.  
 
Last year we spoke to Jacqui Gardner, patted her dog Paris, and also got input from Theresa Liebenberg 
who is a member of the full time team based in Auckland. It was a wonderful chance to catch up with all 
three of these "ladies" and find out how their lives had progressed over the last year. 
 
Jacqui and her husband were pleased/saddened recently when their oldest son got married and left the nest. 
Jacqui has also taken up writing songs and can be found busking at Okara Plaza on Saturday's with the 
faithful Paris at her feet. 
 
Paris is now 7 and like every Labrador - not matter how well trained - has started showing the world that she 
has a mind of her own. In spite of the property being dog secure, Paris has found a bolt hole and pops off 
when not tethered to check on the neighbours. She has even wandered down the road a little further to 
check out the local Thai restaurant and make sure that the quality of their offerings is up to standard. Jacqui 
told Northtalk that she found it very scary walking down that road on her own to collect her errant companion 
and actually fell on the way even though she was using her cane. She also fell which scared her. 
 
Theresa is now three and a half years along the road of working with the Blind Foundation and is 
disappointed at the lack of awareness of the needs of people with who are sight impaired in the community. 
She would like to see much more focus given to this. She also pointed out that with the exodus of mature 
age people from Auckland to the North who have low vision the regional office at Kamo is always on the 
lookout for more volunteers and donations such as the one from the Freemasons of Northland is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

 

 
The A Team feeding the Bowlers. Great Job Well Done. 

Thanks. 
VW Bro Kevin Burch presents the cheque to Theresa 

Liebedberg (File Photo) 

 
Theresa Liebenberg, Jacqui Gardner and Paris 
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Freemasons Museum & Heritage Trust. 
 
 
After reading last month's thoughts from "Fred Inkstone in Mitimiti" in Northtalk, W.Bro 
Jack Matthews RH of Dargaville (picture on right) decided that it was time to do 
something with the breast jewels he has had in safe keeping in his home for many years.  
 
At 91 years of age he came to the decision that there had to be a better way of sharing 
the history of the Northern Wairoa River Lodges, which have now closed, so he picked 
up the phone and contacted the editor of Northtalk, who along with the District Grand 
Master, VW Bro Kevin Burch, went over to Dargaville and spent a good couple of hours 
cataloguing & photographing the collection, and listening to W.Bro Jack reminiscing 
about the Brethren, Lodges and other Degrees associated with them. The obvious place 
to donate these to was the Freemasons Museum & Heritage Trust in Auckland. After contacting the Curator, 
VW.Bro Alan Bevins the items were packaged and couried to Auckland. 
 
The photo's below show three of the historic jewels from the Northern Wairoa River Lodges dontated. 
 

   
Founder and PM Breast Jewel 

 Arapohue Lodge No 248 
PM Breast Jewel  

Lodge Ruawai No 207 
Founders Jewel 

Pono Lodge No 203 

 
 
It is worth taking a moment to read further and refresh memories on how Freemasons New Zealand archive 
and display our historical records and other treasures. 
 
There are archive rooms in both Auckland and Wellington which provide secure, air conditioned storage. 
Each contains records from Grand Lodge, including records of historic events, correspondence minutes, etc. 
In addition a number of Lodges have deposited old records, including original minute books and registers for 
safe keeping. Most archives can be accessed by researchers, but some require permission from the Grand 
Secretary.  
 
Paper membership records from before computer systems were used are managed through the Freemasons 
Library. What is important to remember is that all our archives are staffed by volunteers who give of their 
time on an as possible basis. At present the Wellington Library is looked after by VW.Bro Keith Knox who is 
on site most Fridays. His contact details are available from the Grand Lodge website. Urgent requests can 
also be made through the membership Secretary Officer Pickering who is incredibly helpful. 
 
 

http://freemasonsnz.org/national-contacts
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The Auckland archive is at the The Freemasons Museum & Heritage Trust based at the Auckland 
Freemasons Centre, 181 Khyber Pass Road, Grafton. VW Bro Alan Bevins is the curator of the museum and 
is generally open each Wed 10am to 1.30pm however there are times when a family matter intervenes. 
Other opening time can be arranged by appointment with weekends preferred to avoid traffic jams. Visits are 
not restricted to Freemasons with families and friends welcome. Parking is available under the building at 
weekends. To arrange or check if the museum is open it is always best to e-mail or ring a couple of days in 
advance.  (09) 537 9345 
 
If you are considering sending artefacts to the Museum here are some tips in the following list.  
 

Acceptable  Not Acceptable  

Annual returns of names  
Aprons/collars/sashes 

current design good 
condition,  

Aprons/collars/sashes old 
designs  

Attendance books,  
Banners only 
Batons other than wood 
Bibles Lodge/chapter  
Certificates 
Collection plate silver 
Compasses silver  
Gauntlets BADGES only  
Installation programmes if 

not in minute books 
ONE of each 

Jewels/badges, Curator will 
decide what to keep.  
IF named  

Library books SOME 
Membership application 

books,  
Minute books Committees  
Minute books L of 

Instruction/rehearsal   
Minute books Meetings, 
Photos, YES, NOT frames, 

NOT glass, NOT 
Grand Masters.   
(Most cardboard and 
frames are not 
preservation quality so 
dispose of). 

Poniards  
Regalia cases flat but NOT 

if condition poor 
Small pillars but only if 

unusual 
Squares silver  
Swords military only 
Trowels  
unusual objects Curator 

decides 
Wand tops 
Working tools 

Yes 
 
 
Yes 
 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
 
 
 
Yes 
 
 
Yes 
Yes 
 
Yes 
Yes 
 
Yes 
Yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes 
Yes 
 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
 

Account books/papers ONLY last 7 years 
Ashlars rough/smooth 
Aprons/collars/sashes current design poor condition 

not worth stripping metal off 
Banner poles 
Batons YES but if simple wood 
Bible/jacob’s ladder 
Bibles personal 
Book of Constitution  
Carpets 
Chairs  
Charter cases 
Cheque book stubs ONLY last 7 years 
Clothing generally 
Collection bag 
Collection plate wood 
Correspondence 
Correspondence files 
Cushions 
Curniture  
Gavels NO unless has plate, strikers 
GLNZ annual Communication book 
Other orders annuals 
Gloves 
Honours boards 
Jewel Cases - unless very old or unique 
Letter ‘G’ 
Paper, cardboard 
Pedestals 
Receipt books, bank statements ONLY last 7 years,  
Regalia cases folded 
Ritual book 
Squares wood 
Table cloths 
Tables 
Tripod/ashlar 
Wand bases 
Wands 

 
 
 

IF IN DOUBT - ASK. 
SEND A PHOTO IF POSSIBLE 

 

No 
No 
No 
 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 

 
Some photos taken inside the Museum are shown on the next page. Thanks to VW. Bro Alan Bevins for 
these photos and permission to use them in Northtalk 

mailto:abevinsnz@gmail.com?subject=Museum%20Inquiry
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Some Views inside the Auckland Freemasons Museum in Kyber Pass Road 
 

Phone (09) 537 9345 To Arrange A Visit 
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Titbits and Twaddle 
 

 
1. There has been a flurry of speculation recently in Whangarei about an apparent breach of the Book of 
Constitution rules and regulations which prohibit the use of Masonic signage on a business. Much 
consternation has ensued at District Grand Lodge over this after one Past District Grand Lodge Officer 
claimed to have seen such a breach of Rule 250 which clearly states "No Brother shall use or suffer to be 
used any Masonic words, emblems or devices" etc etc etc. There have even been well intentioned people 
about to print out Form 26 BOC - Alleged Masonic Offence Rule 241 
 
Here is the offending logo on the shop window clearly displayed their logo for the world to see. The scissors 
and the cut-throat razor. Brings to mind the television ad which suggests that people might have used their 
Gold Card and gone to S....savers maybe? To be fair at speed from a car window there is a resemblance to 
the universally recognised Square and Compasses. 
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2. Our District Grand Director of Ceremonies Gets 
......................  
 

 
From time to time a Grand Director of Ceremonies is called upon to carry out many important duties during 
the three year term of his office. He is expected to be able to prompt Brethren delivering ritual, move 
Brethren perambulating the Lodge to their correct positions during the course of Installation ceremonies, and 
find Brethren to fill in when someone does not turn up at the last moment due to an emergency arising at 
home. In other words he is expected to be a man of many words and actions. 
 
On Thursday 9th November the No 1 District GDC, W.Bro Trevor Hall turned 78 and to commemorate this 
event he and his partner Mary invited a few friends and neighbours to their home in Kamo. The afternoon 
was proceeding informally with nibbles and drinks in the very finest traditions of host and hostess 
responsibility when a couple arrived and W.Bro Trevor had a lei hung around his neck. Not one usually stuck 
for words he exclaimed - and I had to wait for my 78th birthday to get leid! Laughter resonated around the 
room for several minutes as W.Bro Trevor realised the implications of what he had said. Or did he? 
 
The photo shows W.Bro Trevor with a glass in his hand celebrating his birthday and wearing his lei. Happy 
birthday Trevor and many more from all of us in the Northland District. 
 

 
 

PS With nothing to do now that all the Installations are over for the year he is currently painting the house 
and doing a few other odd jobs around the place.  
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3. Wanted - A Knights Templar Malta Jewel 
 

 
Lying around in forgotten drawers and cupboards in New Zealand there are probably 
hundreds if not thousands of unwanted Breast Jewels. The editor of Northtalk is 
looking for a Knights Templar Malta Jewel like the one shown in the picture. 
 
If you have one and are happy to donate it please contact the Editor. (09) 439 4790 
 
It will be gratefully received and faithfully worn. 
 
Thanks 

 
 

 

4. A Little Bit More On Riding The Goat 
 
Last month one of the feature articles in Northtalk with the relationship between Freemasonry and the Goat. 
This has certainly generated some interesting feedback and a couple of items are mentioned below. 
 

There is a suggestion that has not been validated from 
any source that on occasions a young boy would climb to 
the top of the tripastos (goat or crane) just below the top 
pulley(s) and use hand signals or yell loudly back to the 
operator who could not see the work on the other side of 
a wall or fence that was being built. Hence "riding the 
goat"?  
 
If anyone can find an old painting or picture of this please 
e-mail it to the Editor. The one on the left shows drilling 
rather than placing stones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
And from a Question and Answers night in the Toowoomba Lodge of 
Instruction in 1975 directed by W.Bro L.M Boyd, the question was 
asked " Why is the idea of a goat sometimes associated with 
Freemasonry?" 
 
He gave the answer "  In ancient symbolism the goat often typified all 
that was evil. Among the Greeks and the Romans the god Pan was 
depicted as half goat, signifying that Nature was half evil. The enemies 
of Freemasonry originated the idea that the candidate "rode the goat", 
meaning the devil. 
 
 
No doubt more information will come to hand. This will be published 
next year as we learn more about this fascinating question that  
challenges all scholars of Freemasonry. Another daily advancement in 
Masonic knowledge. 
 

mailto:editor.northtalk@gmail.com?subject=Riding%20the%20Goat
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What Coming Up In Northland (as listed at time of publication) 
 
With the Festive Season upon us most of our Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters, and higher degrees "hibernate" 
until at least February for our down under summer. 
 
There are a few exceptions listed below. Christmas Functions are not included - see the Divisional Website 
Calendar for these. 
 

 
Tuesday 5th December 2017 Whangarei  Royal Arch Chapter No. 27  
Tyle       7-30 p.m.  
Excellent Degree - Bro Jaimie Sawyers 
 

 
Thursday  07th December Lodge Parahaki No 269  
Tyle 7:30 PM 
Ist Degree for Mr Willie Wright  
 

 
Tuesday 12 December Lodge Kerikeri No 402 
Tyle 8:00 PM 
Raising the Lodge to the 3rd Degree and returning it to the 2nd Degree  
for an Explanation of the 2nd Degree Tracing Board 
 

 
Monday 22nd January 2018 Lodge Hatea No 431  
Tyle 7.30 pm 
Practice 2nd Degree? 
 

 
Thursday 25th January 2018 Lodge Mangonui Kaitaia No No 78  
Tyle 8.00 pm 
Business Meeting 
 

 
Monday 29th January 2018 . Bay of Islands Cryptic No 65  
Tyle 7.30 pm 
TBA 
 

 
Tuesday 30th January 2018 Kaitaia Knight  Templar  No. 17   
Tyle 7-30 p.m. 
Practice Temple Degree 
 

Your Masonic Future Awaits You. Start Moving It Forward Today 
 
 

 

 

 

 

? 
 

Master Mason 
 

To 
 

Royal Arch Companion 
 

To 
 

Other Degrees 

 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
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Royal Arch Freemasonry in your part of Northland  
 
Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 – Meets in Kaikohe 1

st
 Wed 7.30pm  

Scribe: Wayne Maday Send an e-mail 
 
Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27 – Meets in Whangarei 1

st
 Tuesday 7.30pm  

Scribe: Graham Morris: Send an Email 
 
Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 – Meets in Warkworth 4

th
 Thursday 11.00am 

Scribe: Des Stuck: Send an E-mail 
 

Cryptic Masonry in Northland 
 
Bay of Island Cryptic No 65. Meets in Whangarei 5th Monday. 
Scribe: Mark Norgate Send an E-mail 
 
Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80 - Meets in Warkworth  
5th Tuesday after Royal Arch Chapter 1.00pm 
Scribe: Des Stuck: Send an E-mail 
 

Knight Templar Freemasonry in Northland 
 

Kaitaia Knight  Templar  No. 17 
Meets in Kaikohe Last Tuesday of January, March, June. September  
(Installation) November  
Secretary : Garry Larsen; Send an E-Mail 
 

Order of the Secret Monitor in Northland 
 

Conclave Whangarei No 7 Meets in Whangarei 3rd Saturday February May  
August (Installation) November 
Recorder: Pat Severinsen Send an E-mail 
 

 

Two Thoughts For The Day 
 

  

mailto:wmaday@kinect.co.nz?subject=Interested%20In%20Royal%20Arch%20Freemasonry
mailto:graym@sanp.net.nz?subject=Want%20To%20Learn%20More%20About%20Royal%20Arch%20Freemasonry
mailto:stardust@xtra.co.nz
mailto:mhnorgate@clear.net.nz
mailto:stardust@xtra.co.nz
mailto:glars@slingshot.co.nz?subject=Knight%20Templar%20Inquiry
mailto:pladseve@xnet.co.nz?subject=OSM%20Inquiry
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The Grand Lodge of New Zealand On The Web 
Keep Up To Date in the 21st Century 
 

(Click The Image(s) To Go There) 

 

 
 

 
 

Facebook Twitter Linkedin Instagram 

 
 
Read The Latest Edition of the Freemason Magazine and Back Issues. Click Here 
 

 
  

 
 

Check Out The “Toolbox” Here. 
 
This Online Toolbox is full of helpful tips and tricks to assist Lodges with recruiting, 
community engagement, improve communication, leadership, and much, much more. No 
more excuses for not knowing how to do/start something. You can even post your ideas 
for others to share. Go on line now and rifle through it. Find some treasures. 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/freemasons_nz
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4441841&mostPopular=&trk=tyah&trkInfo=idx%3A3-1-3%2CtarId%3A1424172175759%2Ctas%3AFreemasons+New
https://instagram.com/freemasonsnewzealand/
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/tools/
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The Northern Division Website. 

 
 

 
CLICK THE PICTURE TO GO THERE NOW. 

 

Start using our website today. It is there for YOU to keep YOU informed 
UPDATED FORTNIGHTLY WITH NEW ITEMS 

 

 
 

Masonic Education Page With VW. Bro George Allan 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

  
 
Click Here To Go To The Education Pillar Blog. 
 
See if you can complete the November Quiz. See how you score. No looking up the answers! 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Three New "Did You Know That's" for December 
 

1. The first Masonic reference to the term "So Mote It Be" is found in the Regius Manuscript. c1390 after a 
closing prayer adds "Amen Amen, so mote it be, Say we so all, for charity". The phrase means literally "So 
be it". 
 
2. In a Grand Lodge of England (not United Grand Lodge of England which was not formed until 27th 
December 1813) summons of the year 1732 you can read that the Brethren were told that "No Brother would 
be admitted uncloath'd or arm'd". The price of the meeting was 10 shillings and 6 pence or about $75.00 in 
today's money. That would have been some Festive Board - even by today's standards and not affordable  
for the average man on the street.  
 
3. The order for aprons at the Institution of the Lodge at the Prince of Orange's Head, in Milk Street, 
Southwark, given by Thomas Bateson, Esq., D.G.M., 1734." included a One apron lined with the deepest 
yellow silk for the Grand Master's Sword bearer." One has to ask how a Grand Sword Bearer today would 
react if asked to wear a yellow apron? 

VW Bro George Allan 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
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 “Sum More Speakin’ Up” From Fred Inkstone (Esquire) at Mitimiti 
 
Happy Christmas from me an Tilly. She's still not had the letter from Auckland about her 
op so we've decided that the local undertaker will more n likely be here before the letter 
arrives. Sad when you think that we both put most of our lives into payin for the health 
system and when yu need it most it is there for the young and beautiful but us oldies are 
well down the list of importance. She's takin opiate stuff now so drifts through the day 
hearin birds singin in her head like she is back in Tarankai in the milkin shed. Sad. 

 
Bit like what I see these day with some blokes who I know that promise to do things and don't. They used to 
be called gunnas. Gunna do it sometime. Other sort of the same thing is them what signs up to do a job in a 
club and then never turns up. No apologies or phone calls Just doesn't turn up. Yu hear them down the pub 
tellin anyone who wants to listen how they is the chief of this or they are gunna be the top dog of that in a 
year or two an it makes yu wanna puke. Yu wus at the meetin of that club last week and everyone wuz 
hanging around waitin and waitin for them to turn up an finally after about 20 minutes the chairman decided 
to hold the meetin anyway.  
 
Then on the next Saturday there they is down in the pub tellin their mates how their boat slipped off the 
trailer the night before and they had to get it back on the trailer because they needed it to go fishin the next 
weekend and the missus couldn't ring the club secretary and put in an apology cos she was busy feeding the 
next door neighbours puppies cos the wife over there was feelin crook. Now I ask youse. What sort of bloke 
is that? Strange thing is though they are often the ones who get all the gold braid and gongs 
 
Talkin about findin leaders for our clubs and so forth, that's another thing that seems to be a bit of a worry 
these days. Back when I was a youngster there was all these fellas that had come back from the war or 
Korea that had practical experience of leadin men. There were some that were pretty good and some that 
were not so good but they all seemed to know what to do when it came to takin the reins and makin things 
happen. Lots of them had been in business or industry or even what we call technology today before the war 
and usin what they learnt from that went into the chair of clubs and Lodges for a year or so with good results.  
 
One thing that they all seemed to do was to pick the brains of others in their club or Lodge and also find 
middle wicket when there was lots of different opinions on the best way of doin things. Anyone who tried to 
imitate that German bloke Hitler was stepped outside and given a serious talkin to with the odd knuckle 
sandwich as a backup just in case he didn't quite get the message. That meant that there was lotsa respect 
around the place. No matter where you stood in the ranks in the club or Lodge you gave and got respect. Yu 
had to earn it of course. You couldn't command it. You'd have been laughed out the door. Pity some of these 
old blokes today don't take a deep breath and remember those days before they spit the dummy an throw 
their toys outta their cots. Somethin to aim for in 2018 I guess. 
 
Then there's the no more of them trainin 
days that used to happen on weekends an 
nights till them geniuses took over control of 
the country a few years ago. Only bean 
counters, lawyers, and teenagers know 
everything. The rest of us still need updatin 
once in a while. Bring back the sessions in 
the hall. Really good value I reckon. For us 
Masons, not how to put your right heel into 
the hollow of your left foot, but help with 
ideas on recruitin, retention, and things to 
do to make people want to attend. 
 
Well anyway that's it from me for this year. 
Hope youse all have a good time over the 
Christmas an New Year. If you happen to 
be up this way drop in and see Tilly n me.  
 
Your mate in Mitimiti 
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Cocurullo Masonic Supplies 
 

 

Blue Lodge   
  
Entered Apprentice Apron $30.00 
Fellow Craft Apron $40.00 
Master Mason Apron $60.00 
Masters Apron $80.00 
White Gloves $10.00 pair 
Blue Collar $30.00 
Cuffs for Masters and Wardens $50.00 pair 
  
Royal Arch  
  
Royal Arch Apron and Sash $75.00 
Royal Arch Collar $30.00 
  
Other Degrees  
  
Secret Monitor Sash $60.00 
  
Other Items  
  
Sprig of Acacia Pin $3 each or $5 for two 
Red Poppy with Square &  Compass   $3 each or $5 for two 
  
  

 

If It’s Not In the List Please Ask! 
 
Vince Cocurullo. Phone: (09) 4388834  Email: fm@cocurullo.co.nz 
*Prices may change without notice 

   

  
 

 

For All Your Masonic and Personal Travel 
Auckland Airport Pick Up and Deliveries a Specialty 

 

 
Barbara Stan 

 
 
 

mailto:fm@cocurullo.co.nz
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THE TERM: TYLER 
The Research Lodge of New South Wales Vol. 3, No. 2. May 1973 
 

 
QUESTION: 
 
Why is the outer guard called the tyler? 
 
ANSWER: 
 
"Tyler" is the ancient spelling of "tiler," a word derived from the Anglo-Saxon "tigele" after the Latin 
"tegula" meaning covering. A tyler was one who covers a house or drains or floors with tiles, i.e. thin slabs 
of baked clay. 
 
In mediaeval times societies with secrets put a guard on the roof of the meeting place the better to see that 
none approached near enough to see or hear what was going on. For example the Knights Templar (1118- 
1297) did just that. The 101st article of the Papal Denunciation of that order states that to secure 
themselves against eavesdroppers the Knights Templar were accustomed to place a watch upon the roof of 
the house (Mackey's Encyclopedia 1,545). And what better man to put on the roof than a man accustomed to 
that area, i.e. a tyler? 
 
It is not known whether operative masons had a guard to prevent "cowans and intruders" coming near their 
private meetings. But certainly early Speculative Lodges had one such because Anderson's Constitutions of 
1723, in Regulation XIII provides: 
.. . "Another Brother (who must be a Fellow-Craft) should be appointed to look after the Door of the 
Grand-Lodge; but shall be no member of it." 
 
In the 1738 edition that part of Regulation XIII was reworded to read: 
. . . "Another Brother and Master Mason should be appointed the Tyler, to look after the door; but he 
must be no member of the G. Lodge." 
 
1738 Regulation XXVIII also refers to tyling: 
. . . in ancient times the Master, Wardens and Fellows on St. 
John's Day met either in a Monastery, or 
on top of the highest hill, by Peep of Day: and having there 
chosen their new G. Officers, they 
descended walking in due form to the Place of the Feast, 
either a Monastry, or the House of an 
Eminent Mason as they thought best tyled." 
 
Thus the outside guard of a Lodge meeting place has been 
called a tyler since the earliest days of Speculative Masonry. 
But this was not universal as may be judged from the 
following which is taken from page 16 of the Second Edition 
(Oct., 1730) of Samuel Pritchard's "Masonry Dissected": 
 
Q. Where stands the Junior Enter'd 'Prentice?  
A. In the North. 
 
Q. What is his Business?  
A. To keep off all Cowans and Eavesdroppers. 
 
Q. If the Cowan (or Listener) is catch'd, how is he to be 
punished? 
A. To be placed under the Eves of the Houses (in rainy 
Weather) till the Water runs in at his Shoulders and out at 
his Shoes. 
 
A job for the newest member of the Lodge perhaps?     BRO. J. S. FARMERY. 
         Tyler of the Falcon Lodge No 1416 EC 
          Thirsk 1875. 
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As We Were in the Mid 19th Century In New Zealand. 
 
 

All these clips are taken from early New Zealand newspapers via Papers Past This month the clippings are 
once again from all over New Zealand in the months of July & August 1887.  
 

 
 

STAR, ISSUE 5972, 6 JULY 1887 
LAKE COUNTY PRESS, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 249, 7 

JULY 1887 

 

 

MOUNT IDA CHRONICLE, VOLUME XVII, ISSUE 931, 7 JULY 1887 
KUMARA TIMES, ISSUE 3374, 1 SEPTEMBER 

1887 

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast
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SOUTHLAND TIMES, ISSUE 9590, 8 AUGUST 1887 
MARLBOROUGH EXPRESS, VOLUME XXIII, 

ISSUE 159, 8 AUGUST 1887 

 
 

GREY RIVER ARGUS, VOLUME XXXV, ISSUE 5943, 11 JULY 1887 
WAIRARAPA DAILY TIMES, VOLUME IX, ISSUE 

2675, 16 AUGUST 1887 

 

 

COLONIST, VOLUME XXX, ISSUE 4858, 12 JULY 1887 
OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 7946, 10 AUGUST 

1887 

 

 
Donate Online by clicking HERE 

http://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/Supporters-Scheme/


 
 

25 
 

 
Posing With Statues - Some People Just Can't Help Themselves Can They? 
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Happy (Real Age) Birthdays for December. 
 
 

Title Name Surname Lodge Name(s) Lodge No(s) 

WBro Hugh Chamberlain Hokianga & Hatea 69 & 431 

WBro David Ratapu Hokianga 69 

WBro Peter Aickin Mangonui/Kaitaia & 78 

   Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

RW Bro Graham Morris Hikurangi 140 

Bro Steven Brookland Hikurangi 140 

WBro Charles Keene Wellsford/Marsden 169 

WBro Trevor Blanks Wellsford/Marsden 169 

WBro John MacDonald Wellsford/Marsden & Hatea 169 & 431 

WBro Larry Taylor Kororareka 304 

Bro Peter Sharland Kororareka 304 

WBro Bruce Ries Kerikeri 402 

Bro Terence Keoghan Kerikeri 402 

Bro Clement Randall Kerikeri 402 

Bro William Burgess Hatea 431 

WBro Bruce McLeod Hatea 431 

Bro Alan Sheddan Hatea 431 

Bro Allan Cooper Hatea 431 

WBro Noel Canning Okara Daylight 461 

WBro Copeman Copeman Okara Daylight 461 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Northland Emergency Services Trust 
 

Click the Picture to Securely Donate Online 
Your Life May Depend On It One Day Soon 

http://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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Some Famous Freemasons 
 

Reference: http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php  
 
 
Rickenbacker, Edward Vernon ‘Eddie’ 
(1890-1973) 
 

A World War I fighter ace and winner of the 
Medal of Honor, Eddie Rickenbacker became a 
pioneer in air transportation, he eventually 
served as president of Eastern Air Lines. 
Rickenbacker was a Mason in Kilwinning 
Lodge No. 297, Michigan..  
 

 
  
Riley, Charles Owen Leaver (1854-1929) 
 

Born in Birmingham, England, Charles Riley 
was a dedicated clergyman and became the 
first Anglican Archbishop of Perth, Western 
Australia. Riley was also an enthusiastic 
Freemason, becoming the longest serving 
Grand Master of the District Grand Lodge of 
Western Australia between 1904 to 1917 and 
again from 1920 to 1929. Sir William Ellison-
Macartney covered a three year gap (1917-
1920), partly caused by Riley’s service during 
The Great War. 

 
  
Roberts VC, Sir Frederick Sleigh ‘Bobs’ – 
Field Marshall, The Right Honourable, 1st 
Earl Roberts of Kandahar (1832-1914) 
 

Bobs Roberts was a distinguished British 
soldier who regarded himself as Anglo-Irish, 
yet he was actually born in India. Having 
already won the Victoria Cross (VC) in 1858, 
during the Indian Rebellion, Roberts was one 
of the most successful commanders of the 
Victorian era, capturing Kabul from the Afghan 
emir, whose forces he finally defeated at the 
‘Battle of Kandahar’ in 1880. Roberts also 
commanded the British Army during the 
Second Boer War, relieving Kimberly in 1899 
and advancing on Pretoria. (Remarkably, 
Roberts’ son also won a VC during the Boer 
War but, following the action, died of his 
wounds.) Bobs Roberts himself died while 
visiting Indian troops in France during World 
War I.  

  

Rogers, Roy (Real name: Leonard Franklin 
Slye) (1911-1998)  
 

Dubbed “King of the Cowboys”, Roy Rogers 
was the typical ‘all-American’ actor and singer 
who played a singing cowboy in Western films. 
Always wearing a white hat, Rogers played the 
hero who never killed his opponent but rather 
would shoot him in the hand to disable him. 
Roy Rogers was a member of Hollywood 
Lodge No.355, California, and has proudly 
displayed on his Masonically inscribed 
gravestone, the Cross of his faith and his 33rd 
Degree Masonic emblem. 

 

http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php
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Roosevelt, Franklin Delano (1882-1945)  
 

32nd President of the United States, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt was the only president to be re-
elected four times. Also known as ‘FDR’, he 
brought his country out of the Great 
Depression, guided them through World War II 
but, by early 1945, he was a very sick man. He 
died on April 12, just 18 days before his by 
then defeated enemy, Adolf Hitler. Referring to 
his guidance prior to, and during, the Second 
World War ‘The New York Times’ newspaper 
declared, “Men will thank God on their knees a 
hundred years from now that Franklin D. 
Roosevelt was in the White House”. He was 
initiated into Freemasonry on 11th October 
1911 as a member of Holland Lodge No.8, 
New York City. FDR became a Shriner in 1930. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt was succeeded as 
President in 1945 by another Freemason, 
Harry S. Truman 

 

  

Ros, Edmundo (1910-2011) 
 

 Edmundo Ros was born on the 7 December 
1910 in Port of Spain, Trinidad. Following 
service with the army and playing the 
euphonium in an army band, Ros went on to 
become a renowned musician, vocalist and 
band leader, active from 1939 to 1975. While 
on tour in 1975, he dissolved his orchestra 
when Musician’s Union representatives went 
behind his back while arranging booking fees. 
A man of honour, Ros felt so insulted and let 
down that he never reformed the band. In 
2000, at the age of 90, Ros was awarded the 
OBE in the New Year’s Honours List. He 
passed to The Grand Lodge Above on 21 
October 2011 aged 100. Edmundo Ros was a 
member of the Sprig of Acacia Lodge No. 41, 
Jávea, Spain. 

 

  

Rose, Sir Alec (1908-1991) 
 

Born in Canterbury, England, Alec Rose was a 
horticultural nursery owner and fruit merchant, 
certainly an unlikely background from which to 
become a single-handed, round the world 
yachtsman. In 1968, however, Rose was 
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II, for doing just 
that, circumnavigating the world single-handed 
in 354 days in the yacht ‘Lively Lady’. 

 

 
 
Wife:     I have a bag full of clothing, that I would like to donate. 
Husband:    Why don’t you just throw it in the trash. It is much easier! 
Wife:    But there are poor and starving people out there, who can really use these clothes.  
Husband:    Honey, any who fits into your clothes, is not starving. 
  
Husband is now recovering from head injuries!!
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Some More Poems To Laugh At By Pam Ayres 
 

 
 

I Don’t Want to Go to School Mum 
 

I don’t want to go to school Mum 
I want to stay at home with my duck. 
I’d rather stay home with you Mum, 

And hit the skirting board with my truck. 
 

Don’t make me go to school today Mum, 
I’ll sit here quiet on the stairs 
Or I’ll sit underneath the table 

Scratching all the varnish off the chairs. 
 

I don’t want to go to school Mum, 
When I could be underneath your feet. 

It’s shopping day and we could go together 
Taking twice as long to get to Regent Street. 

 
And every time you stop to talk to someone 

I won’t let you concentrate, no fear! 
I’ll be jumping up and down beside you 

Shouting ‘Can I have some sweets Mum?’ in your 
ear. 

 
 Or how about me doing a bit of painting? 

Or what about a bit of cutting out? 
Or sitting in the open bedroom window 

Body in and legs sticking out? 
 

Or what about us going up the park Mum? 
Or how about me sitting in the sink? 

Or what about me making you a cake Mum? 
And Mum. Hey Mum. Mum can I have a drink? 

 
Mum what’s that at the bottom of the cupboard? 
And Mum, what’s that bag you put down there? 

And hey Mum watch me jump straight off the sofa, 
And Mum, whose dog is that stood over there? 

 
What you doing Mum? Peeling potatoes? 

Sit me on the drainer watching you 
I wouldn’t mind me trousers getting wet Mum, 

Oh I aren’t half fed up. What can I do? 
 

What time is Daddy coming home Mum? 
What’s in that long packet? Sausage Meat? 

How long is it before he comes Mum? 
And Mum. Hey Mum. What can I have to eat? 

 
Oh sorry Mum! I’ve upset me Ribena. 
Oh look! It’s making quite a little pool. 

Hey Mum, hey, where we going in such a hurry? 
Oh Mum! Hey Mum, you’re taking me to SCHOOL! 

 

You Made Me Late Again! 
 

Well done. You’ve made me late again! 
You know I’m not one to complain, 

But all my careful plans have gone to pot. 
Yes, you can make a face and groan, 

But if I’d been on my own, 
I guarantee I’d be there on the dot. 

 
We’re in the rush hour, thanks to you, 

I can’t think what it is you do, 
That makes us late in every situation. 

We could have sailed there, calm and sweet, 
But now there’s gridlock on the street, 

And we’re staring at our watches in frustration. 
 

Oh God, they’re all out here today, 
Shift over Grandpa! Out the way! 

Overtake or let ME have a chance! 
Oh, make your mind up sunshine, do! 

He’s got a monumental queue, 
The poor old geezer’s driving in a trance! 

 
Are you not warmly dressed or what? 

Because this car’s so bloody hot! 
It’s boiling! It’s like crossing the equator! 
Could you not turn it down, my sweet, 

Before I pass out from the heat, 
Which of course would make us even later. 

 
D’you really need the radio on? 

Because my concentration’s gone, 
Don’t say you’re going to eat another snack, 

And must you sit there like the Queen, 
With that infernal magazine? 

 
You’re blocking out the mirror! Oh, SIT BACK! 

At last we stop, and as we park, 
We see the house is cold and dark, 

Our friends abandoned hope and went to bed, 
Now, as if things could not be worse, 

We face the journey in reverse, 
If only we had left home when I SAID! 

 
But at this point, his gracious wife, 

Who’d endured him all her life, 
Ordered up a taxi on her phone, 

Then, with her finest leather boots, 
Kicked him firmly in the glutes, 

And went to live contented, on her own. 
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Some Absolutely, Completely Useless, Rhetorical Questions To Mull Over. 
 

 Why do they cotton swab victims guy's arm with rubbing alcohol before a lethal injection?  

 Why do 24 hour, 7 days a week (Including holidays!) Super Markets have locks on their door?  

 Why are rat traps in the car-care section of a supermarket?  

 Would a fly without wings be called a walk?  

 Why is the meaning of life hard to find when you have a dictionary?  

 Why do we park in a driveway and drive on the parkway?  

 Why is the word "abbreviation" so long?  

 Why is there no "w" in "one", but there is a "w" in "two" and we don't use it?  

 How do you know when you have run out of invisible ink?  

 How long is a piece of string?   

 Why isn't there mouse-flavored cat food?  

 Why isn't phonetic spelled the way it sounds?  

 Why is the word dictionary in the dictionary?  

 Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour?  

 Why is the third hand on the watch called a second hand?  

 Why is it that only adults have difficulty with childproof bottles?  

 Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker?  

 Instead of wasting time hunting and cooking, why don't hunters just use flame-throwers?  

 If you try to fail, and succeed, which have you done?  

 Why is it called a "building" when it is already built?  

 Why is it called lipstick if you can still move your lips?  

 Why is it considered necessary to nail down the lid of a coffin?   

 Why is it that doctors call what they do "practice"?  

 Why is it that famous people are always born on holidays?  

 Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle?  

 Why is "abbreviated" such a long word?  

 Why is a boxing ring square?  

 Why is clear considered a colour?  

 If work is so terrific, how come they have to pay you to do it?  

 If you can wave a fan, and you can wave a club, can you wave a fan club?  

 If you can't drink and drive, why do bars have parking lots?  

 If you take an Oriental person and spin him around several times, does he 
become disoriented?  

 If rabbits' feet are so lucky, then what happened to the rabbit?  

 If space is a vacuum, who changes the bags?  

 If swimming is good for your shape, then why do the whales look like the 
way they do?  

 If the #2 pencil is the most popular, why is it still #2?  

 If the product says "Do not use if seal is broken", how are you supposed to open it and use it?  

 Why do we wash bath towels? Aren't we clean when we use them?  

 Why do you need a driver's license to buy liquor when you can't drink and drive?  

 Why do you need an appointment to see a psychic?  

 Why does a dishtowel get wet when it dries?  

 Why does Goofy stand erect while Pluto remains on all fours? They're both dogs!  

 Why does the sun lighten our hair, but darken our skin? 91. If I save time, when do I get it back?  

 If nothing ever sticks to TEFLON, how do they make TEFLON stick to the pan?  

 Why do tourists go to the top of tall buildings and then put money in telescopes so they can see 
things on the ground in close-up?  

 Why do we call something sent by car a shipment and something sent by ship a cargo?  

 Why do Americans kill people for killing people to show that killing is wrong?  

 Why do we put shirts in a suitcase, and put suits in a garment bag?  

 Why do we say "a pair of pants" when there is only one article of clothing involved?  

 Why do they make scented toilet paper?  

 Why do they call it quicksand when it sucks you down slowly? 
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NO 1 DISTRICT PEOPLE CONTACT INFORMATION AS AT 01 DEC 2017 
 

 
   District Grand Master V.W Bro Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 

021 528 860  
kjburch102@gmail.com 

 

       

   District Grand Director Of Ceremonies W.Bro Trevor Hall  027 471 1665 
trev@orcon.net.nz 

 

       

   Grand Steward W Bro T A Hawtin 022 474 1230 
thraw2015@hotmail.com 

 

       

   Grand Steward W Bro HC Chamberlain (09 437 0411 
skey@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

   Education Advisor 
Northtalk Editor 

W.Bro John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 
028 258 85111 
john@merlin.net.nz 

 

       

   District Property & Heritage VW. Bro  
Bryan Wiig 

(09) 437 2840 
021 105 6857 
wiigy1@orcon.net.nz  

 

       

   Benevolence Bro James Foster (09) 439 5955 
faj@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

Our Northland Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters and Higher Degrees, 
 
The Hokianga Lodge No. 69 

 
Master Karl Freeze Secretary Garth Coulter 
Address 1 Hamblin Street 

Rawene 0443 
Address PO Box 79 

Rawene 0443 
E-mail karlandgwen@vodafone.co.nz E-mail harboursidebnb@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 405 7801 Phone (09) 405 8246 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
 
The Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No. 78 

 
Master Hubert Neeson Secretary Bob Vartan 
Address 29 Lori Lane  

Coopers Beach  
Mangonui 0420  

Address PO Box 402 
Mangonui 0422 

E-mail hnj@xtra.co.nz   E-mail arjayvee@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 406 0227 Phone (09) 406 1239 
Mobile  Mobile 021 1558 540 
 
 
The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101 

 
Master John Anderson Secretary Robert Goodhue 
Address 4002 SH10 

Kaeo 0478 
Address 66 Albert Street 

Kawakawa 0210 
 

E-mail anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail o211252754@yahoo.co.nz 
Phone (09) 405 1248 Phone  
Mobile 021 100 73767 Mobile 021 125 2754 
 
 
Lodge Whangarei No. 102 

 
Master Roy Unwin Secretary Graeme Whiteman  
Address 2 - 44 Highfield Highway   

Maunu 
Whangarei 0110 

Address Townhouse 59  
Jane Mander Village 
Kamo  
Whangarei 0110 

E-mail janroyunwin@xtra.co.nz E-mail kamoagain@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 438 9893 Phone (09) 435 6499 
Mobile 021 029 67821 Mobile (027) 435 6358 

 

mailto:wiigy1@orcon.net.nz
mailto:faj@xtra.co.nz
mailto:harboursidebnb@xtra.co.nz
mailto:hnj@xtra.co.nz
mailto:o211252754@yahoo.co.nz
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Lodge Hikurangi No. 140 

 
Master Steve Bailey Secretary Alan Bishell 
Address 346 Kamo Road 

Kamo 
Whangarei 0112 

Address 28B Elizabeth Street 
Kensington 
Whangarei 0112  

E-mail dallasandsteveb@xtra.co.nz E-mail hikalodge@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 435 5601 Phone (09) 437 3036 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
    
Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169 

 
Master John MacDonald Secretary Graham Rogerson 
Address Unit 11 

 224 Maunu Road 
Whangarei 1011 

Address 16 - 5 Waiatawa Road 
Tikipunga 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail john@merlin.net.nz E-mail edh7514@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 439 4790 Phone (09) 437 1598 
Mobile 028 258 85111 Mobile 021 308 069 
 
Lodge Parahaki No. 269 

 
Master Jock Adamson Secretary Alan Martin 
Address 98 Ngunguru Road 

RD 3 
Whangarei 0173 

Address 65 Whau Valley Road 
Whau Valley 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail jock.pat@xtra.co.nz E-mail alanohmartin@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 437 3125 Phone (09) 437 3125 
Mobile  Mobile 027 244 7373 
 
Lodge Kororareka No. 304 

 
Master Alastair Mitchell Secretary William Noble 
Address 1 Gould Street 

Russell 0202 
Address PO Box 228 

Russell 0242 
E-mail alastair@riskandinsurance.co E-mail commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 403 7530 Phone (09) 403 7899 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
Lodge Kerikeri No. 402 

 
Master Rex Graham Secretary Robert Bubendorfer 
Address 237 Stanners Road  

RD 2  
Kerikeri  

Address 344A Kerikeri Road  
Kerikeri   
0230  

E-mail rexl.g@xtra.co.nz E-mail bob@bubendorfer.net.nz 
Phone 09 407 5584 Phone 09 407 1156 
Mobile 027 306 0015 Mobile 022 631 070 
 
Lodge Hatea No. 431 

 
Master Grahame Richards Secretary Kevin Peachey 
Address 6 - 6A Pentland Road  

Regent  
Whangarei 011278 

Address 17 E Albert Street 
Whangarei 0110 
 

E-mail anne.grahame7@gmail.com E-mail kevinpeachey@vodafone.co.nz 
Phone 09 459 7161 Phone 09 435 2916 
Mobile 021 294 4383  Mobile 021 758 822 
 
Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461 

 
Master Pat Severensen Secretary Ron Teague 
Address 4 B Braintree Street  

Kamo 
Whangarei  0112 

Address 18 Te Kamo Street  
Ruakaka 
2160 

E-mail pladseve@xnet.co.nz E-mail lois.ron@outlook.co.nz 
Phone 09 435 1008 Phone 09 432 8066 
Mobile  Mobile  
 

 
 
 

mailto:john@merlin.net.nz
mailto:edh7514@gmail.com
mailto:alastair@riskandinsurance.co
mailto:commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz
mailto:kevinpeachey@vodafone.co.nz
mailto:lois.ron@outlook.co.nz
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Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27 

 
1st Principal Noel Canning Scribe E/Recorder Graham Morris 
Address  Address  
E-mail  E-mail graym@sanp.net.nz 
Phone 09 437 6696 Phone 09 435 1139 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 

 
1st Principal Ralph Barber Scribe E/Recorder Wayne Maday 
Address  Address  
E-mail ralphbarber6@gmail.com    E-mail wmaday@kinect.co.nz  
Phone 09 401 6413 Phone 09 407 8761 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 

 
1st Principal Stan Kerr Scribe E/Recorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail stansvan@xtra.co.nz E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz  
Phone 09 434 0024 Phone 09 425 5664  
Mobile 027 268 8144 Mobile  

 
Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65 

 
TIM Graham Morris Scribe E/Recorder Mark Norgate 
Address  Address  
E-mail graym@snap.net.nz   E-mail mhnorgate@clear.net.nz  
Phone 09 435-1139 Phone 09 435-4027 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80 

 
TIM Peter Copeman Recorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail  E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz 
Phone 09 432-7663 Phone 09 425 8664 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No.776 

 
MES Vince Cocurullo Recorder Steve Shervell 
Address  Address  
E-mail info@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail steve.shervell@hotmail.com  
Phone  09 438-883 Phone 09 459-5932 
Mobile 021 438 952 Mobile  

 
Knights Templar - Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17 

 

Preceptor Brian Mulcahy Secretary Garry Larsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail brianmul@ihug.co.nz E-mail glars@slingshot.co.nz  
Phone (09)-408-1456 Phone 09 408-2309 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Order of the Secret Monitor 

 

Supreme Ruler Lindsay Stichbury Recorder Pat Severinsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail pladseve@xnet.co.nz  
Phone 09 431 5544 Phone 09 435 1008 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
 
 

This information is presumed accurate at time of publication.  Please advise the Northtalk Editor of any errors, updates, or omissions.  
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