
 
 

 
The Challenges of Leadership. 
 
In our Western society, human beings (until recent times mainly men) have employed a variety of methods to get into 
positions of leadership in countries, cities, towns, businesses, and organisations. Wars have been fought, marriages 
arranged, bribes paid, and heads rolled in the scramble to get to the top of the ladder by those with ambitions for power 
and control at the pinnacle of the triangle of humanity that they seek to dominate. There are well documented instances 
of people being placed at the top that did not seek this position but have agreed to assume leadership at the behest of 
others who see them as being able to lead, guide, and rule. Inevitably what all too often happens is that when people get 
into this position they change. Some develop or even improve their leadership talents; others go with the flow, while 
some become despots. Such is human nature and it is not till after someone assumes the appointment that the direction 
they are going to take becomes evident.  
 
There are very few countries today where the head of state is there as a matter of birth right. Similarly there are very few 
countries where the head of state is elected for life. However there are some leaders who have changed constitutions to 
allow this to happen once they have got into power. Most of the world’s leaders are elected to serve for a finite term in 
the office for which they have stood. At the end of the term have to face the ballot box to see if they are going to continue 
or just fade into the pages of history. If we look at all the New Zealand politicians who have sat in Wellington over the last 
50 years there are very few whose names appear in the daily news today. Certainly, past Prime Ministers who are still 
alive and the odd past Cabinet Minister occasionally feature in the headlines, however the remainder are just names in a 
list of a Government or Opposition party on Wikipedia.  (Click on the number to see the individual members). 
 
Many organisations, including Freemasonry, have rules which specify how long a leader can hold office. For example our 
Book of Constitution states that a Brother may only hold the office of Master for two successive years without a special 
dispensation from the Grand Master. There is logic in this rule. It ensures that fresh thinking is regularly injected into the 
Chair of King Solomon. The person who has just left the Chair is given the title Immediate Past Master and is seated on 
the left of the Master in the Lodgeroom. This title is just that. It is not an office. It bestows no special rights or privileges 
on the holder other than the courtesy of consultation by the new Master when seeking guidance. Once the person 
vacates this seat he is entitled to sit in the South East part of the Lodge however many “modern” Past Masters choose to 
sit in the body of the Lodge where they can better assist Fellowcraft’s as per the charge in the 2

nd
 Degree and gently 

guide Entered Apprentices and newly Raised Master Masons along the exciting path of their Masonic journey. 
 
What is sadly forgotten by some Brethren is that the title “Past” means just that. It is an acknowledgment of service 
given. “Past” bestows no automatic right to continue in a leadership role. Sitting in the North East or South East part of 
the Lodge is not an entitlement to override every suggestion that comes from the floor with a disparaging or sarcastic 
outburst. Every Brother above the rank of Fellowcraft, has the right to contribute to the discussion in the Lodge without 
being interrupted. Our rules of procedure, like most other Clubs in New Zealand, require all speakers to stand and get 
permission from the Master to speak. Advancing age certainly has something to do with the tendency to spontaneous 
interjection. One of the things that has always made a Masonic Lodge stand above others during a debate is respect. 
Sitting in some Lodges today it is very clear that we are losing this and it needs to be addressed by Masters of those 
Lodges. The Master is elected to rule his Lodge with a firm but fair hand. He must not be constantly walked over or live in 
trepidation of his Past Masters on both sides of him in the East.  
 
A possible option to demonstrate our very questionable proclamation of Masonic equality would be to restrict the right to 
sit in the East to active officers. Blue Lodge regalia should usually be worn by all except on ceremonial occasion such as 
Installations. Exponents of the science of Body Language tell us that sitting together is a great leveller. It is also a very 
successful way of ensuring harmonious discussion. Looking down on the “troops”, as we do from the East in our Lodges, 
conveys a spectacle of authority which rightly belongs only to the Master or in his absence the Deputy Master. There is 
no place for self-appointed martinets in our Lodges. A resignation is probably the greatest contribution they can make to 
the harmony of our meetings and ceremonies. 
 
As a closing thought consider the following from King Hussein Nishah (1538–1599), who wrote, “Treat people the way 
you want to be treated. Talk to people the way you want to be talked to. Respect is earned, not given.” 
 
Fraternally 

 
John MacDonald 
District Education Advisor and Editor Northtalk 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Prime_Ministers_of_New_Zealand
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From Our District Grand Master 
 

Greetings to all Brethren and Ladies 
 
It is with much sadness that we hear about the passing of W Bro Charles 
Davenport, Lodge Kororareka, No 304 and VW Bro Brian Hallett, Okara Daylight 
Lodge No 461.    Our sincere condolences go to their families from the Masonic 
fraternity. The respective funerals have now taken place. 

 
Upcoming Installations: 
 
Hikurangi Lodge No 140 Sat 1 July 2017  
The Kaikohe Ohaewai Lodge No 101 Wed 26 July 2017   (Practice TBA) 
 
I would politely request that those Brethren who have been given work please make sure they are at the 
respective practices. This includes all Grand Lodge officers including G Stewards who have been allocated 
jobs. Also for any other Brethren and Ladies who are able to attend & support the other lodges & their 
Brethren, visiting and making new friends is another part of what our order is all about, all visitors are most 
welcome and  would be most appreciated. 
 
“Speak up for Freemasonry”  ‘Simple answers to leading questions’ Booklet  
 
To help us ‘Speak Up for Freemasonry’ this handy little booklet for you or as a give- away can be found on 
the Freemasons New Zealand website www.freemasonsnz.org as a readable booklet or as a PDF. If you are 
having trouble getting this and would like one please let me know.  
Simple answers to leading questions Booklet Here   pdf version 
 
Hospital Care Packs 
 
unfortunately some time ago these very worthwhile packs were discontinued nationally, some of the areas, 
down south have resurrected the distribution of these packs.   I am seeking other avenues to get these 
reinstated in our area.  The care packs are practical and consist of: toothbrush and paste, comb, tissues, 
shampoo, soap, wet wipes, shaver pack (men only) and Freemason information strip. The care packs are 
designed to support those who arrive unexpectedly at the Emergency Department without personal 
necessities.  I will keep you updated as I hear more and their availability in Northland again. 
 
Board of General Purposes  
 
Your Board has moved from operational to governance and now meets only for a day, 4 times a year 
generally. It is made up of President of the Board, Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Treasurer, 
Grand Registrar, CE and one Divisional Representative from Northern, Central and Southern. RW Bro Tony 
Smith is the new Northern Rep. 
 
Dress Code  
 
Brethren, I have had several comments on my ruling on the dress code. With reference to last month’s 
message, that if a person is coming straight from work and unable to go home and dress accordingly 
because of time or distance, they will NOT be stopped from attending or being admitted, for their regular 
meetings. However for Installations, I respectably request that the time is taken to dress correctly, i.e. Black 
suit (wherever possible) and white shirt etc. PLEASE NOTE: For daylight Installations the dress code is 
Lounge suits with white shirt & suitable tie, most of the brethren have one of our Northland ties (they are 
available from V W Bro Brian Wiig).   
 
I wish you all the best for the coming month and hope to see as many of you as possible at scheduled 
functions. 
 
Fraternal wishes 
 

Kevin Burch     
Dist. GM  
Northland District 
 

http://freemasonsnz.org/simple-answers-to-leading-questions-booklet
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Changes to Northtalk Distribution Methods 
 
Over the last couple of months it has been announced that changes are about to happen to the traditional way that 
Northtalk and the bi-monthly diary are going to be delivered to Brethren of Northland. There are a number of reasons for 
these changes, not the least of which is a desire to give you the most up to date information possible without filling up 
your e-mail box. 
 
What needs to be clearly understood is that there is no change in the content that you are used to seeing – only the way 
that you will receive it. The July diary is the last time you will see a table format that has served us so well for many 
years. The problem with this format is that if something changes then a whole new page has to be created, printed and 
sent out. You only have to look at your incoming e-mails from Auckland to realise that there has to be a better way to do 
this. RW. Bro Roger Carson deserves a special “gong” to be struck for his efforts in sending these out for the 30 odd 
Lodges that he looks after. 
 
Currently the Secretary of each Lodge in our District is asked to send an e-mail to the Editor between the 20

th
 and 

typically the 27
th

 of each month with the anticipated work for the next two months which is used to compile the printed 
diary. Now he will simply go to the Northern Division Website and “Submit a Working”. This generally takes less than a 
minute to do as it is a “select from a drop down menu” process and then put in the e-mail address that the Lodge uses 
and click the submit button. The only time that he needs to put in more information is when the event is something like an 
Installation and there is a refectory charge when he actually needs to use a keyboard. If something changes he goes 
back and creates a new Working which overwrites the earlier one and presto – everyone who wants to know what is 
happening can find out and be sure that they are seeing the most up to date information. This “Working Report” will still 
be used to create the “advertising” in the newsletter as happens now for key events such as Installations and .Degrees. 
 
Now you, the member or a visitor who wants to see what’s going on up here in Northland can easily create a diary page 
and print it out just like the one you are used to. Go to the Northern Division Website and on the right hand side click on 
“Create A Workings Report”. A window opens which allows you to select what you want to see. If you only want to see 
what’s happening in Northland tick the Northland box. Then use the drop down menu’s to make choices and customise 
the report you want to create. When you choose the “Send Output To” a blue “Run Your Report” button appears and 
after a brief delay your report is available for you. You can then print it out or read it on the screen. By going back you 
can see if there are any changes which could save you a trip to a degree working that has been postponed. 
 
You will also notice that you can create a report for all the Districts in New Zealand which is really handy if you are going 
away on holiday and want to visit Lodges in other Divisions and Districts. 
 
This process relies on two things – one is the Secretary of each Lodge inputting the data for his Lodge, and two - you 
having Internet access on your computer or mobile phone. If you don’t then there are some choices you will have to 
make. 
 

1. Ask another Brother in your Lodge to create the report for you and print it out. If you are going to do this don’t 
forget to offer to contribute towards the cost of paper and printer ink. They are not free! 
 

2. Go to your local library and follow the instructions above. Usually free except the printing. 
 

3. Purchase a laptop, tablet, smart phone, and printer. These are not going to cost a fortune even if you are on a 
pension. Prices have plummeted over the last few years. 

 
4. Join SeniorNet to learn how to use these. We have at least two Brethren here in Northland who you can talk 

firsthand about this great organisation:  
 

 Bro Joe Cross of Lodge Hatea No 431 who lives in Whangarei.  
Phone: (09) 435 5954 

 W.Bro Brian Reynolds of Lodge Whangarei No 102 who lives in Ruakaka.  
Phone (09) 432 7859 

 
Important Notes: Royal Arch and higher degrees will be added to the web diary very soon we hope. We are waiting for 

approval for this from the “Top Brass” 
 

If any Brother Secretary needs a hand please contact the Editor and we can arrange to have a “hands 
on” session on your own computer via “Team Viewer” without either of us having to leave home. 
 
The next change coming along is in how you are going to receive the Northtalk newsletter. More about that shortly. It is 
going to take a little while to get used to the changes on both the publishing and reading sides of the equation. No doubt 
there will be a few grumbles and hiccups as we all hate change and new learning experiences. The older we get the 
more resistant we become. A bit like the days when radio replaced newspapers for up to the minute news broadcasts 
and community events All we can do is smile and enjoy it 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
http://www.seniornet.co.nz/
mailto:editor.northtalk@gmail.com
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Our Master In The Chair 

 
W.Bro Steve Bailey. Lodge Hikurangi No 140 
 

W.Bro Steve was born and educated in Motueka  
 
Married to Dallas, in the Old Russell Church. 3 Daughters. born 
in Hamilton, Perth and at last, one here in Whangarei, after 6 
years in Abu Dhabi,and 11 grandchildren.   
 
Spent early years on a dairy farm before parents moved closer 
to town and started growing Hops. Approx 60 hectares.. 
 
Joined RNZAF in1956 and served in Woodbourne, Ohakea, 
Laucala Bay, Fiji, and Te Rapa, with deployments to most other 
Bases including Changi in Singapore. 
 
The most enjoyable posting was to Laucala Bay. In the early 
60s. Fiji really was a Tropical Paradise, and the people were 
good to get on with.  Working on Sunderland Flying Boats, 
mainly on the water, rest of the time outside, with shorts and 
sandals the dress and maybe a T shirt when it was colder.  
 
Final 3 years in the Air Force was spent instructing at No 4 
Trade Training Squadron before leaving to work at Safe Air Ltd 
as part of Air New Zealand.  Safe were still flying 11 B170 Bristol 
Freighters and 2 Argosy aircraft when I started but that ended in 
1990 when Air NZ decided that Safe would cease flying and 
concentrate on engineering. 
 
Prior to that, in 1986, I was in charge of a group from Safe Air, 
contracted to work with the Air Force, replacing the 3 wing spars 

and lower wing skin on Skyhawk aircraft. 22 were completed with Safe doing 12 and Air force 10. As the 
wing was also a fuel tank, great care was required to ensure that there were no leaks 
 
Final years at Safe spent building [from scratch] containers for the Navy Anzac Frigates. These containers 
were fully equipped work stations for various trades. Radio, Electrical Radar, Sonar, Gun Container, and a 
number of HVAC. Each one was fully operational to enable a quick replacement in time of war. On 
completion at Safe they were shipped  to Whangarei for fitting to the Frigates. 
 
On moving North from Blenheim in 2004, we lived at Russell for 18 months before deciding to buy here in 
Kamo. No intention of moving soon as the scallops and fishing are too good. Never thought I would ever 
say,” It would be good to catch other fish than Snapper”. 
 
********************************************** 
Our Ritual Never Fails To Find Other Uses 
 
In the 19

th
 Century, a man had been convicted of murder and was about to be executed. Just before the sentence was 

carried out, the executioner asked the man if he had any last words. 
 
"Yes," came his reply, "I hate Masons!" 
 
"Why do you hate Masons?" asked the executioner. 
 
"The man I killed was a Mason," explained the murderer, "the policeman who hunted me down was a Mason, the Crown 
Prosecutor who tried my case was a Mason, the High Court Judge who presided at the trial was a Mason and all the men 
on the Jury who found me guilty, were Masons, and even my Defence Counsel was a Mason!" 
 
"Is that all?" asked the executioner. 
 
"Yes." replied the man. 
 
"Then you will take one short pace your left foot, bringing your right foot.............." 
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What’s Happened in Northland Recently 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

When the Kauri, the Shamrock, and the Knapweed met 
 

 On Tuesday the 6
th
 June a possibly unique meeting of 

three national floral icons took place at Lodge Ara No 
348 Irish Constitution in Auckland. Two car loads of 
Brethren from Northland District (Kauri) travelled to 
Auckland to visit the Master and Brethren of Lodge Ara 
No 348 IC (Shamrock) to observe a relative of the 
District Grand Master Northland VW Bro Kevin Burch 
who was born in Germany (Knapweed or Cornflower) 
being raised to the sublime Degree of Master Mason 
following the Irish ritual. It was also a Past Masters night 
for the Lodge. 
 
Leaving Whangarei at 3.00pm the drive down was 
uneventful until the Albany junction then the crawl into 
town began. Finding parking at the Lodge simplified 
matters then a quick stroll down the road to get a meal 
at an Asian restaurant was a breeze. Eight Brethren in 
black suits, white shirts, and Northland District ties, 
sitting among an Asian clientele got plenty of stares 
however the meal was excellent both in price and 
choice. A walk back to the Lodge and the formality 
began. 
 
The Irish ceremony is significantly different in several 
respects to that of the New Zealand Constitution with 
many of the charges being much longer and the 

perambulations taking a very different path. The visiting Brethren were impressed with the ability of those 
delivering lengthy charges to do so with precision and minimal prompting. Another interesting difference is the 
single toast offered in refectory to the Queen. After that Brethren and visitor leave as they wish. No more formality.  
 
To the Master and Brethren of Lodge Ara No 348 IC a big thank you for a wonderful evening of enlightenment and 
hospitality extended to the District Grand Master of Northland and the Brethren who accompanied him.  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Photo shows: Back Row L – R   
 
W. Bro. Doug Ray. Worshipful Master 
 
R.W. Bro. Rex. Newton Prov. Asst. Gd Master 
 
Front Row L – R 
 
W. Bro. Grahame Waite IPM (Master in the 
Chair for PM night) 
 
Bro Robbie Zielger. Master Mason 
 
VW. Bro Kevin Burch Dist GM. No 1 District. 
Northland 
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Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169 Installation. 

 
On Thursday 15

th
 June 2017 W.Bro John MacDonald was installed into 

the Chair of the Lodge as the fifth Master since the merger of the two 
Lodges (Marsden No 169 and Wellsford No 306) in 2013. The ceremony 
was well attended with Brethren travelling from as far North as Kaitaia 
and Auckland to make for a very pleasant evening.  
 
A key note of the evening was a presentation to W.Bro I McDougall with a 
framed copy of his honorary membership. This was received with much 
emotion and great dignity. W.Bro Ian recited a poem “Never Give Up” as 
part of his reply which brought tears to his eyes and those of many of the 
listeners 
 
The Refectory was held in the Wellsford Memorial RSA where the 
Brethren were joined by our Ladies. A vote of thanks was recorded to the 
staff of the RSA for the food provided which was served buffet style and 

kept in perfect condition even though the Installation ceremony ran well overtime. 
 
Being aware of the travel time involved, the District Grand Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro Trevor Hall kept 
the formalities moving at a brisk pace. He also faced the more than 3 hour drive home to Kaitaia. 
 
Due to the time overruns, no photos were taken on the night. For the “beady eyed”, the photo shows W.Bro 
John “posed” in the chair at the Whangarei Masonic Centre during a recent fraternal visit. 
 
********************************************** 
 

 

 

 

 

? 
 

Master Mason 
 

To 
 

Royal Arch Companion 
 

To 
 

Other Degrees 

 
 

Your Masonic Future Awaits You. Start Moving It Forward Today 
 
V W Bro Brian Hallett P. Asst Prov GM 

 
I first met Brian in the late 1950s when he was opening the bowling for Thames Valley and I was 
opening the batting for Bay of Plenty. He came with a fearsome reputation as a fast bowler with quite a 
mean demeanour. Suffice it to say that I was not present at the crease long enough to experience this. 
 
Our paths did not cross again until I arrived in Dargaville in 1987 and joined Pono Lodge. Brian, 
obviously, had mellowed somewhat but could still, at times be very direct. Along with the likes of John 
Tripp, Vern Frost, Alex Little and Robert Maxted, to name but a few, Brian gave me great 

encouragement and support as I gingerly made my way through the chairs of the Lodge. This encouragement and 
support was very much appreciated. 
 
A man of absolute integrity and humility, with a deep appreciation of Freemasonry and its ideals, Brian carried out any 
duties within the lodge and in the wider sphere of the craft conscientiously and with enthusiasm. His passing will be a 
great loss to the craft. Outside Freemasonry Brian was well known in the Northern Wairoa community through his 
business and community activities. His loss will be widely felt. 
 
I deem it a privilege to have known him. 
 
Bob Vartan. P.Dist GM 
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The Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 
On a very wet Thursday morning, the 22

nd
 June Companions of the Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80, 

visitors, Grand Chapter, Ladies and Distinguished Visitors from Other Constitutions gathered for the  Installation of 
VE Companion Stan Bartlett as 1

st
 Principal, Doug Denby(?) as 2

nd
 Principal and Lindsay Stichbury as 3

rd
 Principal 

(absent on business). While winter sneezes and sniffles kept a number of Companions at home wrapped up in 
blankets with bottles of eucalyptus oil and other possibly questionable medicinal remedies close at hand, along 
with the remote control for the TV set and the bell for the nurse, a convivial refectory concluded a very pleasant 
day. The 1

st
 Principal then reverted to the role for which he is probably best known in Northland Freemasonry 

(along with his wife Barbara) that of being the driver of Stans’ Van – and as promised delivered his Companions 
and their ladies safely home. 
 

 

 
 
Back Row from left 
RE Comp. Dave Starr, P.G.Supt.- VE Comp. Ralph Barber, P.G.Soj.- VE Comp. Doug Fenwick, H – VE Comp Stan Kerr, 
Z –RE Comp. Graham Morris, P.G.Supt – ME Comp. Gavin Cook, S.C.- RE Comp. Peter Copeman, S.G.R. 
 
Second Row from left 
VE Comp Eddie Eeles. Gr St Br – VE Comp. Noel Canning, G.Std.B. 
 
Third row from left 
VE Comp. Gary Peterken, G.Swd.B – RE Comp. Arthur French, P.Dep.G.Z.- RE Comp. John Evans, P.G.J.-  
RE Comp Hilton Cook, P.G.Supt 
 
Front Row from left 
ME Comp Arthur Wilson, P.G.Z.-RE Comp Arthur Batty, G.Supt Auckland – RE Comp.Des Stuck, G.Supt. Northland – 
E Comp. Dennis Turner, E.C.- RE Comp Henry Driver, P.G.J. 
 

To learn more about Royal Arch Freemasonry in your part of Northland  

 
Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 – Meets in Kaikohe 1

st
 Wed 7.30pm  

Scribe: Wayne Maday Send an e-mail 
 
Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27 – Meets in Whangarei 1

st
 Tuesday 7.30pm  

Scribe: Graham Morris: Send an Email 
 
Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 – Meets in Warkworth 4

th
 Thursday 11.00am 

Scribe: Des Stuck: Send an E-mail 

mailto:wmaday@kinect.co.nz?subject=Interested%20In%20Royal%20Arch%20Freemasonry
mailto:graym@sanp.net.nz?subject=Want%20To%20Learn%20More%20About%20Royal%20Arch%20Freemasonry
mailto:stardust@xtra.co.nz
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More Success For Wanda Search 
 
From Bro Kevin Peachy. Lodge Hatea No 431 
 

Brethren, there has been a bit of publicity in the printed media recently 
about Wanda-Search. One that did not get aired was a lady missing 
from a rest home in Maunu, who was found within 5 minutes of the 
search starting. This was solely attributed to the effectiveness of a 
Wanda - Search pendant being worn by the missing person. 
 
The second was a double barrel search for the same person in two 

different locations. 
 
The first was when the said person went missing on a rural property some kilometres north of Whangarei. The 
press reported it took one and a half hours to find him. In reality the search took twenty minutes, once the location 
(the wrong address was originally notified), had been determined. The same person was in Whangarei for the day 
with his daughter, when he went missing from the Warehouse. The person was located within 30 minutes of the 
search starting. These are just two scenarios where Wanda Search has proved valuable beyond doubt. From the 
President of Northland Search and Rescue, Freemasonry can give themselves a pat on the back, for the 
sponsorship given towards this valuable project. On these occasions they have saved hours and hours of 
manpower in successful searching for wandering people. 
 
WanderSearch is a non-profit service offered by the Northland and Far North Land Search and Rescue groups 
which uses a tracking system to aid in the search for missing people with Alzheimers / Dementia, Autism, or 
people who are at risk of wandering. 
 
The system consists of: 

 A small radio transmitter in the form of a necklace pendant or wrist “watch” which the at-risk person 
wears. 

 A tracking unit and direction finding aerial that is operated by a trained Land Search and Rescue team. 
 
How does it work?: 
 
Each pendant transmitter operates constantly on its own specific radio frequency and emits a radio pulse that can 
be traced by trained Land Search and Rescue teams using the tracking unit The closer the pendant transmitter is 
to the tracking unit, the stronger the pulse will be heard. Dependent on weather conditions and terrain, the 
WanderSearch tracking unit is able to detect a pendant transmitter’s signal up to 3km away. 
The lithium battery in the pendant radio transmitter has a life of 6 months at which time the pendant is swapped for 
a new one so the original pendant can be returned for a battery replacement. 
 
Funds are needed now for replacement batteries and more units. Read the attached pamphlet and 
contribute to this ongoing project. 
 
 

   
 
 

Pictures show a Wanda Search Tracker in Use, the Equipment Used  
and a Bracelet, Necklace, and Pendant.
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Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169 – Speaking Up For Freemasonry 
 
Nestled away in the small community of Maungaturoto which used to be the home of the Marsden Lodge is 
the Riverview Resthome and Village. Established over 20 years ago by the Maungaturoto Charitable Trust, 
the rest home complex has evolved from a 16 bed rest home into residential and own your own units, a 
medical centre operated by Coast to Coast Health and is now planning to build a dementia care wing to 
provide a complete “live in your own town for life” facility. 
 
Recently Nurse Manager, Tracy Chapman, saw a “new furniture bargain” that was too good to be missed 
and also desperately need a new “meds” trolley to wheel patient medication along the corridors. There was 
no money in the budget for these so approached the Lodge and asked if there was a possibility it could help 
with the finance for these items. 
 
With assistance from the Freemasons Charity this was quickly arranged and on Friday 30 June 2017 the 
Master, W.Bro John MacDonald IPM, W.Bro Lindsay Stichbury W.Bro Gilbert Hawkins and his wife Annette, 
and W.Bro Brian Chamberlain, accepted an invitation to an afternoon tea to view the purchases. The Chair 
of the Trust, Craig Fergus thanked the Lodge for its support and gave an overview of the history of the Trust 
and its work along with the vision they have for the future while all enjoyed a cup of tea and finger food. A 
tour of the lounge and a chance to sit on the sofa’s preceded a walk around the estate which has stunning 
views over the Kaipara Harbour that you don’t see from the road. 
 
We wish them well with their development and look forward to being of assistance if the future. 
 
 

  
Nurse Manager Tracy Chapman  

with the new “Meds Trolley” 
A Resident Enjoys One of the New Sofas 

 in the Recreation Room 

  

  
The “Most Pampered” Resident  

On One of the New Sofas 
A New Sofa in the TV Lounge 

 

Freemasonry - Caring for Our Communities 
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What Coming Up In Northland  
 

 
Lodge Hikurangi No 140 – Change of Meeting Day 

 
After many years of meeting on a Friday night, Lodge Hikurangi has changed their 
Bylaws and from August 2017 will be meeting on the Second Tuesday of each month at 
7.30pm in the evening. This change will also affect their Installation which from 2018 will 
be on that same day – Tuesday not Saturday as has been the custom..  
 
******************************* 
 

Lodge Parahaki No 269 
 
Date: 
Thursday 06 July 
 
Time:  
7.30pm 
 
Event 
1st Degree – Mr W Wright 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Lodge Whangarei No 102 
 
Date: 
Monday 10

th
 July 

 
Time:  
7.00pm 
 
Event 
1st Degree – Bro K Borja 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Lodge Franklin No 2138 EC 
 
Date: 
Thursday 6th July 
 
Time:  
11.00pm 
 
Event 
Gavel Exchange with Lodge Zelandia No 2072 at Kerikeri 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 
 
Date: 
Wednesday 5

th
 July 

 
Time:  
7.30pm 
 
Event 
Installation VE Comp R Barker  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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St George RAC 1801 EC 
Date: 
Wednesday 12th July 
 
Time:  
7.30pm 
 
Event 
Installation E comp M Cole  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
B.O.I. Cryptic No 65 
Date:  
Monday 31st July 
 
Time:  
7.30pm 
 
Event 
Installation Rill Com G Morris  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Mahurangi Cryptic No 80 
Date:  
Thursday 27th July 
 
Time:  
7.30pm 
 
Event 
Installation R Ill Comp P Copeman  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Northland Conclave No 7 
Date:  
Saturday 15th July 
 
Time:  
4.00pm 
 
Event 
Installation. Bro L Stichbury  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Have You Heard About: 

 
1. The Lodge that was holding its regular meetings in the ball room of the local hotel while its building was 

undergoing renovations? One night a traveling salesman asked the desk clerk who all those men going into the 
room were. The desk clerk replied "Oh, those are the Freemasons." The salesman said, Oh, I've always wanted 
to join a Lodge. Do you think they would let me in?" "Oh, no," said the clerk. "They're awful exclusive. See that 
poor old guy standing outside the door with a sword? He's been knocking on the door for six months and they 
still won't let him in!!!"  
 

2. How at the monthly Property Company meeting a discussion raged about the problem of mice in the Lodge 
building. Several suggestions on how to be rid of them were offered. Mouse traps. Poison bait. Buy a cat. Call 
an exterminator. The chairman took all this advice under consideration and it was agreed that at the next 
meeting he would make a report on his progress. Sure enough at the next meeting he was questioned. As an 
experienced Past Master he replied, "All the mice are gone." Everyone wanted to know how he had 
accomplished such a feat. "Simple...I just proclaimed all the mice as Master Masons in the American way and 
no one has seen them since! They don’t understand the difference in our rituals.” 
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Cocurullo Masonic Supplies 
 

 

Blue Lodge   
  
Entered Apprentice Apron $30.00 
Fellow Craft Apron $40.00 
Master Mason Apron $60.00 
Masters Apron $80.00 
White Gloves $10.00 pair 
Blue Collar $30.00 
Cuffs for Masters and Wardens $50.00 pair 
  
Royal Arch  
  
Royal Arch Apron and Sash $75.00 
Royal Arch Collar $30.00 
  
Other Degrees  
  
Secret Monitor Sash $60.00 
  
Other Items  
  
Sprig of Acacia Pin $3 each or $5 for two 
Red Poppy with Square &  Compass   $3 each or $5 for two 
  
  

 

If It’s Not In the List Please Ask! 
 
Vince Cocurullo. Phone: (09) 4388834  Email: fm@cocurullo.co.nz 
*Prices may change without notice 

   

  
    

mailto:fm@cocurullo.co.nz
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The Grand Lodge of New Zealand On The Web 
Keep Up To Date in the 21st Century 
 

(Hold Down the CTRL Key and Click The Image(s) To Go There) 

 

 
 

 
 

Facebook Twitter Linkedin Instagram 

 
 
Read The Latest Edition of the Freemason Magazine and Back Issues. Click Here 
 

   
 
 

Check Out The New “Toolbox” Here. 
 
This Online Toolbox is full of helpful tips and tricks to assist Lodges with recruiting, 
community engagement, improve communication, leadership, and much, much more. No 
more excuses for not knowing how to do/start something. You can even post your ideas 
for others to share. Go on line now and rifle through it. Find some treasures. 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/freemasons_nz
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4441841&mostPopular=&trk=tyah&trkInfo=idx%3A3-1-3%2CtarId%3A1424172175759%2Ctas%3AFreemasons+New
https://instagram.com/freemasonsnewzealand/
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/tools/
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The Northern Division Website. 
 

 

 
CLICK THE PICTURE TO GO THERE NOW. 

 
The Northern Division Website has received more than 5800 visitors since it was opened in April this year. 
For anyone who doubted that a Divisional website was not going to get used then they have simply been 
proven wrong. As at Sunday 25

th
 June when this article was written, 345 new visitors arrived at the home 

page, and 627 visitors came back to complete 1035 sessions for the month to date. Probably the most 
difficult decision for most people is simply deciding to make the first click to go there. After that it is a downhill 
run. You are hooked as they say. 
 
The website is updated every two weeks thanks to the tireless efforts of the webmaster W,Bro Russell Pratt 
and other contributors. The home page has lots of interesting articles for everyone as well as quick links for 
Lodge Secretaries who no longer need to fill out those old paper forms to send to Wellington each month. 
Moves are afoot to make even more reporting available via the website and so reduce the amount of time a 
Secretary has to spend doing “paper work”. Have a browse through the back issues of the “Craftsman” 
magazines that Grand Lodge used to mail out every month. Look at the cost of an apron in the June 1917 
issue. Twelve shillings and sixpence. That is $69.95 in today’s money using the RBNZ inflation calculator. 
Not cheap when you look at what the wages were. 
 
Make sure that you scroll down the page and fill in the “Join Our Mailing List” form. By doing this you will 
ensure that every time the website is updated you will get an e-mail to let know that this has happened. Let’s 
be honest. No matter how good our intentions are we all tend to forget to check back regularly to all but our 
bank account, and those website which show us how much we owe for our phone, power, rent and tax. 
Joining the mailing list makes sure that we don’t have a “senior moment’ and miss a feature article that might 
just have a snippet in it that keep us spellbound for ages. 
 
While we are all very parochial up here, make a point of checking out what is happening in the other 
Divisions as well. Click on the Links drop down and have a read of what the rest of the country is doing. If 
you are travelling or going on holiday you can create workings reports to see what Lodges are meeting while 
you are in town and catch up with Brethren and their ladies that you haven’t seen in ages. 
 
If you have someone interested in joining the Craft and feel a little uncomfortable about opening a 
conversation, our website is a great start point. Bookmark the site on your phone and you will always have in 
handy. We have Brethren in this District well past 75 years of age who are using technology with complete 
confidence which goes to prove that age is no barrier. Show off to the kids and grandkids. You might just get 
a candidate. Wouldn’t that be just great. Imagine delivering a charge to your grandson at his initiation. Make 
it a reality. Remember that if you don’t give it a go – you’ll never, never 
know. Have fun. 
 

 
Start using our website today 
It is there for YOU to keep YOU informed  
 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
http://www.rbnz.govt.nz/monetary-policy/inflation-calculator
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Masonic Education Page 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
 
Hold Down the CTRL Key & Click The Logo To Go To The Education Pillar Blog 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Hold A Serendipity Event In Your Lodge 
 

 
When you are looking for a night of something different for your Lodge to 
enjoy, extend an invitation to your District Education Advisor to join you 
and share a night of masonic learning.  
 
Choose from a variety of formats – Quizzes about Degrees, History, Ritual, 
Layout, Tracing Boards, Q&A. Act out the Durham Lectures or Antient 
Charges, or mix some of the options up.  
 
Lots of fun and ensure a pleasurable, mutual sharing of “ignorance”! No 
one gets a chance to fall asleep! 
 
Contact W.Bro John MacDonald – (09) 439 4790 or email 
editor.northalk@gmail.com  

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

A Couple More “Did You Know That”? 

 
1. In the early days of organized Masonry. Lodges governed themselves by the "Old Charges" or the 

"Manuscript Constitutions" dating from the Regius Manuscript, c. 1390. About 130 of the Old 
Charges have been found, the last was found in 1954 and is called the Kevan MS, c. 1714. More 
than 75 of these documents are dated before 1717. Of the Old Charges, most are preserved in 
England and Scotland, four are in US (Boston and Philadelphia) and one is in Canada.  
 
The Old Charges can be divided into eight distinct families but they all followed a general pattern, 
which was:  
 
a. Opening prayer. 
b. A reading of the legendary history of the Craft going back to Biblical times. This was fabricated 
history, but it provided a traditional background for long standing customs. These histories contained 
Charges, singular and general, designed to preserve and elevate the moral character of the 
Craftsmen. 
c. Code of Moral and Trade Regulation. 
d. Oath or obligation. 
e. Arrangements for Annual Assemblies. 
f. Procedure for Admission of New Members. 
g. Procedure for Trial and Punishment. 
 

2. It has been speculated by some early Masonic researchers in the United Kingdom that Freemasonry 
goes back to Druidism. Cleland, writing in 1766, presents an argument, which slightly abridged is as 
follows : " Considering that the May (May-pole) was eminently the great sign of Druidism, as the 
Cross was of Christianity, is there anything forced or far-fetched in the conjecture that the adherents 
to Druidism should take the name of Men of the May or Mays-sons? " 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
mailto:editor.northalk@gmail.com
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The Lodge of Melrose St John No 1² (No.1 bis). 
 
 
Ref: http://www.1bis.co.uk/ourhistory.html  
 
History  
 
The Lodge is reputed to be one of the oldest Masonic Lodges in Scotland!  
 

The exact age of the Lodge is not known however a 
wooden plaque just inside the entrance to the Lodge bears 
the Masons' Coat of Arms with the date 1136.  Above the 
Coat of Arms are the words "In deo est omnes fides" (all 
the faith in God) and below "John Murdo 1st Grand Master 
of St Johns Lodge Melrose".   
 
Other written evidence to support a claim that the Lodge 
has been in existence since 1136 is to be found in: 
 
(a).  The Master Mason Diploma issued around 1872 and 
used by Lodges which were affiliated to the Melrose Lodge 
and which contained the words "....Master Mason in the 
Lodge holding of the ancient St Johns Lodge of Melrose 
AD 1136 as appears from Authentic Documents in the 
hands of the Master and Office Bearers of the said 
Lodge....",  
 

(b).  on the cover of a leather bound volume of "The Textbook of Freemasonry" published in 1874 which is 
embossed with the words  "St Johns Lodge Melrose AD 1136" and  
 
(c).  a copy of "Smith on Freemasonry" dated 1785 bearing on the flyleaf the words "The Property of the 
Lodge "St John" Melrose 1136".  
 
The earliest minute book extant covers a period from 1674 to 1792 and consists of 285 pages.  The entries, 
however, do not occur in strict chronological order. For example, the entry of the earliest date (28 December 
1674) is written on page 4, while the latest (28 December 1792) appears on page 232.  The book contains 
many entries of continuing interest, for example, an important entry made in December 1684 relates to the 
provision, for the use of members of the Lodge, of a loft and seat in the parish church which at the time was 
located in the Nave of Melrose Abbey.  An amusing entry made on 27 December 1690 reads "is votted that 
evrie meason that takes the plase in the kirk befor his elder broyr is a grait ase".  The Lodge Minutes are 
intact from 1674 to the present day. 
 
In the early days, the meeting place of the Lodge was located in the nearby village of Newstead. The 
building, long since demolished, was the home of the 
Mein family and appears to have been built in 1613 for 
there was engraved on a lintel of the house the initials 
"RM" followed by that date together with the letter "M" 
and a representation of a chisel and a mallet.  A Peter 
de Mein was involved in the building of Melrose Abbey. 
It has been suggested that he was the founder of the 
Melrose Lodge, but there is no direct evidence of this.   
 
There is evidence, however, that members of the Mein 
family were active members of the Lodge over a long 
number of years.  A tombstone in the family burial 
ground in the Abbey bears the inscription " Heir lyis 
Androv Mein Meayson in Nevsteid.......".  He Died in 
1624 aged 63.  A Historical Sketch of the Lodge written 
in 1912 states that the Newstead house was well 
adapted for Lodge use "being masonically correct to the compass" A painting of the old house done by 
William Heatlie and finished by Tom Scott 1n 1891 following Heatlie's death hangs in the Lodge today and is 
shown above. 

http://www.1bis.co.uk/ourhistory.html
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In 1743, the meeting place of the Lodge was moved from Newstead to hired rooms in Melrose and these 
rooms were used until 1791 when the Lodge's own premises were acquired. 
 
THE LODGE AS IT IS TODAY 
 
In 1810, the parish church was moved from the Abbey to a new building on the Weirhill and application was 
made for seats in the new church so that Masons might sit together.  This was granted, and on 23 January 
1811 the brethren, having carefully examined the gallery in the old church, agreed that it should be taken 
down and the wood used to line the walls of the Lodge room and make shutters for the outside of the 
windows.  It is possible that the plaque inside the entrance to the Lodge came from this gallery, but there is 
no clear proof of this.  A minute of 23 January 1802 states "resolved that a painting of the Arms of Masonry 
be done upon a board or canvas about 2ft square".  The minute does not state whether the painting was to 
be put up in the lodge or in the gallery, nor is there any other reference to it. There seems little doubt, 
however, that the plaque now in the Lodge is that which was commissioned in 1802. 
 
An event peculiar to the Melrose Lodge takes place each year in December on St John's Day.  This is the 
Mason's Walk.  Brethren assemble at the George and Abbotsford Hotel after the Annual General Meeting 
and walk in procession, preceded by a band and carrying torches, up the High Street to the Market Cross 
round which they perambulate three times before making their way to the Abbey where a short ceremony 
includes an oration.  The brethren then return to the Lodge via Buccleuch Street and High Street.  The walk 
is of very long standing, The earliest reference to it being contained in a minute dated 27 December 1745 
when it was agreed that all members should attend the Grand Master on St John's Day "to walk in 
procession from their meeting place to their Generall place of Randezvouz".  Unfortunately, this minute fails 
to establish when the walk was first held.  The last few words create the impression that the brethren were 
already in the habit of processing to a place away from the Lodge premises on St John's Day and that place 
could well have been the Abbey.  Another reference (among many) to St John's Day is notable in that the 
brethren of the Lodge Benevolence formed in Melrose by French prisoners taken during the Napoleonic 
Wars joined in the procession in 1813.  From 1939 to 1945 the Masons' Walk was held in the afternoon.  No 
oration was given, no band was in attendance and no torches were carried.  As with most other activities, the 
walk resumed its earlier form with the return to peace-time conditions. 
 
Although the Grand Lodge of Scotland was formed in 1736, the first reference to it in the minute books of the 
Melrose Lodge appeared in 1787.  From then on, several attempts were made to get the Lodge to affiliate to 
Grand Lodge without success and it was not until 1891 that a union was effected.  On the evening of 25 
February 1891, a Commission from Grand Lodge appeared in the Lodge Room for the purpose of confirming 
the union.  Among the conditions of the union was one which stated  that "In consideration of the 
documentary evidence of the antiquity of this Lodge, that the position of No. 1² (No.1 bis) be assigned to it on 
the Roll of  Grand Lodge". 
 
1986 being the 250th Anniversary Year of the founding of Grand Lodge and the 850th Anniversary Year of  
the founding of Melrose Abbey, the Melrose Lodge celebrated these anniversaries by arranging for the 
Freemasons to gather on 7 September at the site of the old Lodge at Newstead where they were addressed 
by Bro. J M Marcus Humphrey of Dinnet, Grand Master Mason, before walking in procession to the abbey 
where a divine service was conducted by Bro Rev Hugh Mackay of Talmine, Senior Grand Chaplin. 
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 “Sum More Speakin’ Up” From Fred Inkstone (Esquire) at Mitimiti 
 
Bleedin heck – that editor’s been on me back again yellin’ about me article for this month 
so better get me a into g I spose. 
 
First up have to let you know that me Tilly had her MRI and things ain’t too good with her 
internals at all. She’s got some of those ladies problems with big word names I don’t 
understand but the long and short of it is that we may have to move a bit closer to a 

bigger city so that she can get treatment and long term care. Nothin sure as yet but with that lurkin on the 
horizon one things for certain – not gonna be joinin up with any Lodges in the meantime. Bit of a bummer as 
I went an visited on of them English ones when we was down in Auckland. Got a bit of a surprise when I 
found out that they do things different in some ways to what us kiwi’s do. Had to watch real close. They done 
a 2

nd
 Degree when was a treat and I enjoyed the experience but with Tilly so crook me mind really wasn’t on 

it to be honest. Thanks anyway fellas. Appreciated the concern and will certainly be back to visit youse when 
we are back down. 
 
Also gotta check out how you found the good old fashioned flu remedy I told you about last month. Did ya try 
it out? Weather up here is certainly goin a bit bonkers at the moment and quite a few of locals are getting 
crook with one thing or another. Nother problem I notice with all this rain is how that aluminium stuff around 
the windows makes that mould appear on the frames and curtains. Went into one of them big city hardware 
shops to get some mould remover and just about had to wind me pacemaker battery up when I saw the 
price. Decided to pass on it and stick with another old trick me Mum used to use when we was kids down in 
the Naki. Take a spray bottle and put a tablespoon of Tea Tree oil in it and top it up with warm water. Squirt 
that over the curtains and around the windows and anywhere else that has that black mouldy stuff. Let it dry 
then more mould. Works a treat and lot cheaper than that chemical gunk that they was pushin in them big 
stores in Auckland. You can also try usin about a cup of ordinary white vinegar. Works a treat as well but 
don’t smell quite as nice. Don’t wipe if off – jus let it dry. Also keep them windows open when you can.  
 
Now then all youse edumacated types. How many of you know where Mitimiti is? Did you know that there is 
a story about this place which says that when the spirits of the dead are travellin up past here on their way to 

Cape Reinga they stop to have a drink from the stream 
which spreads over our sandy beach. They have to bend 
down and lap up the water which is how the place got its 
name Mitimiti which means shallow water or to lap. 
Anyway I put a map in for youse to show you where Tilly 
an me live so you can pop in for a cuppa when you are 
up this way. When you drive off the ferry from Rawene 
turn left an keep goin for 45 Km’s. There we are. Always 
happy to talk about Lodge and the good old days when 
we was farming in the Naki.  
 
On that subject how are youse goin with gettin more new 
blokes into your Lodges? Now that you don’t have to wait 
for them to ask shud make life a bit more easy than back 
when I was on the job full time. Mind you we were a bit 
sneaky anyway an bent the rules a little bit. Always had a 
joining form in the Land Rover and whenever I got the 

chance an someone said something about me an Lodge I used to say “well mate the only way you gonna 
find out is to join. Sign here and we’ll get you started” Then some of us go and talk to him and his missus 
about the Lodge and how much fun we had and if they were both happy we’d put the form in and get things 
underway. I guess that the process has changed a bit now but the idea still gotta work. They tell me you got 
some flash booklets that you can give away now. Pretty cool. Get some and keep em in the car. Not  a lotta 
use in yur Lodge bag. You never know when you gonna need one do you? Gotta keep them fellas comin in 
the doors or you’ll end up shuttin em for good which is not something any of us wants to see. 
 
Catch up with youse all next month when that slave driver of an editor sends me another e-mail tellin me that 
I am late with me contribution again. Worse than a buzzin’ mozzie he is.  
 
Cheers an beers 
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As We Were in the Mid 19th Century In New Zealand. 
 
 

All these clips are taken from early New Zealand newspapers via Papers Past This month the clippings are 
once again from all over New Zealand in the month of June 1869.  
 

 

 

 
FEILDING STAR, VOLUME XVII, ISSUE 279, 1 JUNE 1896 SOUTHLAND TIMES, ISSUE 13469, 1 JUNE 1896 

 

 

OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 10507, 2 JUNE 1896 STAR, ISSUE 5581, 3 JUNE 1896 

 

 

 

EVENING STAR, ISSUE 10022, 3 JUNE 1896 
TARANAKI HERALD, VOLUME XLV, ISSUE 10650, 

3 JUNE 1896 

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast
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PATEA MAIL, VOLUME IX, ISSUE 63, 3 JUNE 1896 
ASHBURTON GUARDIAN, VOLUME XVII, ISSUE 

3902, 4 JUNE 1896 

 

 

WAIRARAPA DAILY TIMES, VOLUME XVI, ISSUE 5350, 8 JUNE 
1896 

WAIRARAPA DAILY TIMES, VOLUME XVI, ISSUE 
5350, 8 JUNE 1896 

 

 
 
 
 

18 STAR, ISSUE 5593, 17 JUNE 1896 PRESS, VOLUME LIII, ISSUE 9446, 18 JUNE 1896 

 
 

 
Donate Online by clicking HERE 

 
 

http://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/Supporters-Scheme/
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Where Do They Get Them From? 
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Happy (Not Masonic) Birthdays for July. 
 
 
 

Title Name Surname Lodge Name Lodge 
No 

VWBro Roger Milner Hokianga 69/101 

Bro Arthur Garton Mangonui/Kaitaia 78 

Bro Charles Murphy Mangonui/Kaitaia 78 

Bro Peter Johns Whangarei 102 

WBro William Palmer Whangarei 102 

WBro Michael Ashton Whangarei 102 

Bro Michael Wooldridge Hikurangi 140 

WBro Malcolm Sinclair Kororareka 304 

WBro Richard Bedford Kerikeri 402 

Bro Michael Goldfinch Kerikeri 402 

Bro Iain Storey Hatea 431 

Bro Leonard Adams Hatea 431 

Bro Kevin Peachey Hatea 431 

Bro Ian Leaf Hatea 431 

VWBro Robert Maxted Okara Daylight 461 

WBro Dennis Schollick Okara Daylight 461 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Northland Emergency Services Trust 
 

Click the Picture to Securely Donate Online 
Your Life May Depend On It One Day Soon 

http://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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Some Famous Freemasons 
 

Reference: http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php  
 
Newall, Cyril Louis Norton – Marshal of the 
RAF, 1st Baron Newall (1886-1963) 
 

Newall was a British soldier and airman, who 
headed Britain’s Royal Air Force as the Chief 
of the Air Staff during the early part of World 
War II. It was Newall that nominated Sir 
Charles Portal as his successor before leaving 
to serve as the sixth Governor-General of New 
Zealand from 1941 to 1946. 

 
  
Newton, Sir Isaac (1642-1727) 
 

Born prematurely in Woolsthorpe in the County 
of Lincolnshire, England, Isaac Newton entered 
the world in a time when ‘science’ as a subject 
simply did not exist and, even if it had, it would 
have been indivisible from religious beliefs, 
alchemy and the occult. All the more 
remarkable then that within his lifetime, Newton 
was able to begin the “scientific revolution” by 
finally dashing heliocentrism (the theory that 
the sun was the centre of the total universe). 
Cambridge psychologist, Simon Baron-Cohen, 
considers it “fairly certain” that Newton suffered 
from Asperger’s Syndrome, and Isaac Newton 
was certainly a fairly brittle individual, 
nevertheless he gave us his description of 
‘universal gravitation’ and the three Laws of 
Motion that, for three centuries, dominated the 
scientific theories of the working of the 
universe. He advanced mathematics 
(especially in the area of calculus), built the 
first practical reflecting telescope, created a 
theory of colour, considered the prismatic 
properties of light and the effect lenses have 
on it and studied the speed of sound (350 
years before the Laser was invented or the 
‘Sound Barrier’ broken), not surprisingly he 
became President of The Royal Society of 
London (1703-1727), was knighted by Queen 
Anne in 1705 and is considered to be the 
greatest and most influential scientist who ever 
lived. Yet it seems he was a modest man, 
writing to Royal Society member Robert Hooke 
in 1676, “If I have seen further, it is by standing 
on the shoulders of giants.” 

 

  
Nixon, David Porter (1919-1978) 

 
An outstanding English magician and TV 
personality, at the height of his profession 
David Nixon was the most famous magician in 
the UK. In his early career he formed an 
unlikely, but highly successful, partnership with 
comedian Norman Wisdom. The actor Patrick 
Macnee (of ‘The Avengers’ TV series fame) 
was David Nixon’s cousin. 

 

http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php
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O’Connell, Daniel (1775-1847) 
 

A controversial Irish politician who vehemently 
campaigned for Catholics to be able to sit in 
the Westminster Parliament, Daniel O’Connell 
led a topsy-turvy political life. O’Connell was 
raised in Lodge No.189, Dublin in 1797. 

 
  

O’Higgins, Bernardo Riquelm (1778-1842) 
 

An Irish father and a mother who was Basque 
provided the genetic building blocks for 
Bernardo O’Higgins fiery disposition. “The 
Liberator of Chile” as he was soon to become 
known, was educated in London were he met 
Francisco de Miranda, a Venezuelan idealist 
and Freemason, who ignited in O’Higgins 
thoughts of championing his country’s 
independence from Spain. He returned to 
Chile, eventually to lead the people in their 
fight. O’Higgins attended Lautaro Lodge, a 
Lodge of Spanish origin (Cadiz, 1797), that met 
in London. José de San Martin (see below) 
was a fellow member. 

 
  
Olds, Ransom Eli (1864-1950) 
 

Ransom Olds was the American automobile 
inventor and manufacturer who, in 1899, 
founded the Olds Motor Vehicle Company that 
went on to produce the Oldsmobile and, later, 
he founded the REO brand. Olds claimed to 
have built a steam car as early as 1894, and 
his first petrol powered automobile in 1896. He 
also introduced the ‘assembly line’ for car 
manufacture (ca.1901-1902), thus pre-dating 
that of Henry Ford. Olds attended Capitol 
Lodge No. 66, Lansing, Michigan. 

 
  

Otis, James (1725-1783)  
 

James Otis, like Paul Revere (see below), was 
a member of Lodge St. Andrew. He was a 
lawyer and, he said, “a British patriot”, but he 
spoke against the British government’s taxation 
of the American colonies. The phrase 
“Taxation without Representation is tyranny” is 
attributed to him, and eventually led to the 
American Revolution. He died in bizarre 
circumstances – struck by lightning! 
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Some Masonic Poems of Brother Rudyard Kipling, 
Lodge of Hope and Perserverance No 782, EC 

Lahore, Punjab, India 
 

 
 

My New-Cut Ashlar 
 
My New-Cut ashlar takes the light 
Where crimson-blank the windows flare. 
By my own work before the night, 
Great Overseer, I make my prayer. 
 
If there be good in that I wrought 
Thy Hand compelled it, Master, Thine 
Where I have failed to meet Thy Thought 
I know, through Thee, the blame was mine. 
 
The depth and dream of my desire, 
The bitter paths wherein I stray 
Thou knowest Who hast made the Fire, 
Thou knowest Who hast made the Clay. 
 
Who, lest all thought of Eden fade, 
Bring'st Eden to the craftsman's brain 
Godlike to muse o'er his own Trade 
And manlike stand with God again! 
 
One stone the more swings into place 
In that dread Temple of Thy worth. 
It is enough that, through Thy Grace, 
I saw nought common on Thy Earth. 
 
Take not that vision from my ken 
Oh whatsoe'er may spoil or speed. 
Help me to need no aid from men 
That I may help such men as need! 
 

 

Jubal and Tubal Cain 
 
Jubal sang of the wrath of God 
And the curse of thistle and thorn, 
But Tubal got him a pointed rod 
And scrambled the earth for corn. 
Old – old as that early mould, 
Young as the sprouting grain– 
Yearly green is the strife between 
 
Jubal and Tubal Cain! 
 
Jubal sang of the new found sea, 
And the love that its waves divide: 
But Tubal hollowed a fallen tree 
And passed to the farther side. 
Black – black as the hurricane wrack, 
Salt as the under main  
Bitter and cold is the hate they hold – 
 
Jubal and Tubal Cain! 
 
Jubal sang of the golden years, 
When wars and wounds shall cease 
But Tubal fashioned the hand–flung spears 
And showed his neighbors peace. 
New – new as the nine–point–two, 
Older than Lamech′s slain  
Roaring and loud is the feud avowed, ′twixt 
 
Jubal and Tubal Cain! 
 
Jubal sang of the cliffs that bar 
And the peaks that none may crown 
But Tubal clambered by jut and scar, 
And there he builded a town. 
High – high as the snowsheds lie, 
Low as the culverts drain  
Wherever they be, they can never agree– 
 
Jubal and Tubal Cain! 
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Scientific Research” Views on Dad’s” by Kids. 
 

 
 Dad’s are the best to play climbing on. You can climb up their legs and flip over like in the circus. 

 

 Dad’s are the best at playing and even know how to play video games. 
 

 Dad’s teach you sports in the back garden and how to ride big boy bikes. 
 

 Dad’s take you to McDonalds when Mum’s away. 
 

 Dad’s tickle you so hard that sometimes it’s annoying- but it’s so fun that you don’t mind! 
 

 Dad’s build you things like tree-houses and forts and they can carry you on their shoulders! 
 

 Dad’s tell the best jokes and teach you cool tricks. 
 

 Dad’s let you make fart noises and blow bubbles in your drinks. 
 

 Dad’s do the funny voices when they do bedtime stories. 
 

 Dad’s play chasing and run after you really fast and if they catch you they rub their beards on your 
face and it’s hurts! 

 

 Dad’s favourite sayings 
1. When I was your age… 
2. A little bit of dirt never hurt anyone. 
3. Go ask your mother. 
4. Were you raised in barn? 
5. You don’t know what hard work is. 
6. It builds character. 
7. Don’t make me stop this car! 
8. You’re grounder till you’re thirty. 
9. Money doesn’t grow on trees. 
10. Because I said so. 
11. I’m not sleeping, I’m just resting my eyes 

 

And Some Best Dad Pictures 
 
  

  
 
 
 

 



 
 

27 
 

Some One Liners To Use When Replying To Toasts in Refectory 
 
 

 42.7 percent of all statistics are made up on the spot. 

 A bartender is just a pharmacist with a limited inventory.  

 A clean desk is a sign of a cluttered desk drawer.  

 A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory.  

 A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking.  

 All generalisations are false, including this one.  

 Always remember you're unique, just like everyone else.  

 Always try to be modest and be proud of it!  

 Anything worth taking seriously is worth making fun of.  

 Artificial Intelligence usually beats real stupidity.  

 Be nice to your kids. They'll choose your nursing home.  

 Better to understand a little than to misunderstand a lot.  

 Borrow money from a pessimist, they don't expect it back.  

 Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.  

 Chocolate: the OTHER major food group.  

 Consciousness: That annoying time between naps.  

 Despite the cost of living, have you noticed how popular it remains?  

 Diplomacy is the art of saying good doggie while looking for a bigger stick.  

 Don't be irreplaceable; if you can't be replaced, you can't be promoted.  

 Eagles may soar, but weasels don't get sucked into jet engines.  

 Ever stop to think, and forget to start again?  

 Everyone has a photographic memory. Some don't have film.  

 Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it.  

 Few women admit their age. Few men act theirs.  

 For every action, there is an equal and opposite criticism.  

 Generally speaking, you aren't learning much when your mouth is moving.  

 Good judgment comes from bad experience and a lot of that comes from bad judgment.  

 He who laughs last thinks slowest.  

 How do you tell when you run out of invisible ink?  

 I didn't say it was your fault. I said I was going to blame you.  

 I get enough exercise just pushing my luck.  

 I just got lost in thought. It was unfamiliar territory.  

 I took an IQ test and the results were negative.  

 I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not sure. 

 I'm not a complete idiot, some parts are missing!  

 I'm writing a book. I've got the page numbers done.  

 If you can't convince them, confuse them.  

 If you haven't much education you must use your brain.  

 If you lend someone $20, and never see that person again; it was probably worth it.  

 If you tell the truth you don't have to remember anything.  

 If you think nobody cares if you're alive, try missing a couple of car payments.  

 It is far more impressive when others discover your good qualities without your help.  

 It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to others.  

 It's lonely at the top, but you eat better.  

 Lottery: A tax on people who are bad at maths.  

 Love may be blind but marriage is a real eye-opener.  

 Make it idiot proof and someone will make a better idiot.  

 Monday is an awful way to spend 1/7th of your life.  

 Multitasking means screwing up several things at once.  

 Never ask a barber if he thinks you need a haircut.  

 Never do card tricks for the group you play poker with.  

 Never mess up an apology with an excuse.  

 Never miss a good chance to shut up.  

 Never underestimate the power of stupid people in large groups.  
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People Contact Information 
 

 
   

   
   District Grand Master V.W Bro Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 

021 528 860 kjburch@ihug.co.nz 
 

       

   District Grand Director Of Ceremonies W.Bro Trevor Hall  027 027 471 1665 
trev@orcon.net.nz 

 

       

   Grand Steward W Bro T A Hawtin 022 474 1230 
thraw2015@hotmail.com 

 

       

   Grand Steward W Bro HC Chamberlain (09 437 0411 
skey@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

   Education Advisor 
Northtalk Editor 

W.Bro John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 
028 258 85111 
john@merlin.net.nz 

 

       

   District Property & Heritage VW. Bro  
Bryan Wiig 

(09) 437 2840 
021 105 6857 
wiigy1@orcon.net.nz  

 

       

   Benevolence Bro James Foster (09) 439 5955 
faj@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

Our Northland Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters and Higher Degrees, 
 
The Hokianga Lodge No. 69 

 
Master Karl Freeze Secretary Garth Coulter 
Address 1 Hamblin Street 

Kaitaia 0410  
Address PO Box 79 

Rawene 0443 
E-mail karlandgwen@vodafone.co.nz E-mail harboursidebnb@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 405 7801 Phone (09) 405 8246 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
 
The Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No. 78 

 
Master Hubert Neeson Secretary Bob Vartan 
Address 29 Lori Lane  

Coopers Beach  
Mangonui 0420  

Address PO Box 402 
Mangonui 0422 

E-mail hnj@xtra.co.nz   E-mail arjayvee@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 406 0227 Phone (09) 406 1239 
Mobile  Mobile 021 1558 540 
 
 
The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101 

 
Master Robert Goodhue Secretary Michael Weber 
Address 66 Albert Street 

Kawakawa 0210 
 

Address PO Box 17 
Mangonui 
Northland 0442 

E-mail o211252754@yahoo.co.nz  E-mail topenzfishing@xtra.co.nz 
Phone  Phone (09) 406 2088 
Mobile 021 125 2754 Mobile  
 
 
Lodge Whangarei No. 102 

 
Master Roy Unwin Secretary Graeme Whiteman  
Address 2 - 44 Highfield Highway   

Maunu 
Whangarei 0110 

Address Townhouse 59  
Jane Mander Village 
Kamo  
Whangarei 0110 

E-mail janroyunwin@xtra.co.nz E-mail g.whiteman@kinect.co.nz 
Phone (09) 438 9893 Phone (09) 436 6499 
Mobile 021 029 67821 Mobile (027) 436 6358 

mailto:wiigy1@orcon.net.nz
mailto:faj@xtra.co.nz
mailto:harboursidebnb@xtra.co.nz
mailto:hnj@xtra.co.nz
mailto:o211252754@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:topenzfishing@xtra.co.nz
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Lodge Hikurangi No. 140 

 
Master Steve Bailey Secretary Alan Bishell 
Address 346 Kamo Road 

Kamo 
Whangarei 0112 

Address 28B Elizabeth Street 
Kensington 
Whangarei 0112  

E-mail dallasandsteveb@xtra.co.nz E-mail hikalodge@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 435 5601 Phone (09) 437 3036 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
    
Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169 

 
Master John MacDonald Secretary Graham Rogerson 
Address Unit 11 

 224 Maunu Road 
Whangarei 1011 

Address 16 - 5 Waiatawa Road 
Tikipunga 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail john@merlin.net.nz E-mail edh7514@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 439 4790 Phone (09) 437 1598 
Mobile 028 258 85111 Mobile 021 308 069 
 
Lodge Parahaki No. 269 

 
Master Alan Martin Secretary Ian Franks 
Address 65 Whau Valley Road 

Whau Valley 
Whangarei 0112 

Address 17C Albert Street 
Whangarei 
0110 

E-mail alanohmartin@gmail.com E-mail ianfranks888@yahoo.co.nz 
Phone (09) 437 3125 Phone (09) 437 5966 
Mobile 027 244 7373 Mobile  
 
Lodge Kororareka No. 304 

 
Master Alastair Mitchell Secretary William Noble 
Address 1 Gould Street 

Russell 0202 
Address PO Box 228 

Russell 0242 
E-mail alastair@riskandinsurance.co E-mail commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 403 7530 Phone (09) 403 7899 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
Lodge Kerikeri No. 402 

 
Master John Anderson Secretary Thomas Hawtin 
Address 4002 SH10 

Kaeo 0478 
Address 30 Mawson Avenue 

R D 2 
Kerikeri 0295 

E-mail anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail williamthawtin@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 405 1248 Phone (09) 407 6136 
Mobile 021 100 73767 Mobile  
 
Lodge Hatea No. 431 

 
Master Timothy Barry Secretary Kevin Peachey 
Address 107 Portland Road 

RD 8 
Whangarei 0178 

Address 17 E Albert Street 
Whangarei 0110 
 

E-mail 357lookeast@gmail.com E-mail kevinpeachey@vodafone.co.nz 
Phone 09 432 2753 Phone 09 435 2916 
Mobile 027 722 8064 Mobile 021 758 822 
 
Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461 

 
Master Trevor Lawrence Secretary Dennis Scollick 
Address 10 Workman Way  

Onerahi 
Whangarei  0142 

Address 162 Fairway Drive 
Kamo 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail pattrelaw@ihug.co.nz E-mail gwesco@clear.net.nz 
Phone 09 436 5388 Phone 09 435 5308 
Mobile 021 256 5164 Mobile  
 

 
 
 

mailto:john@merlin.net.nz
mailto:edh7514@gmail.com
mailto:alanohmartin@gmail.com
mailto:alastair@riskandinsurance.co
mailto:commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz
mailto:williamthawtin@gmail.com
mailto:kevinpeachey@vodafone.co.nz
mailto:gwesco@clear.net.nz
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Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27 

 
1st Principal Noel Canning Scribe 

E/Recorder 
Graham Morris 

Address  Address  
E-mail  E-mail graym@sanp.net.nz 
Phone 09 437 6696 Phone 09 435 1139 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 

 
1st Principal Peter Young Scribe 

E/Recorder 
Wayne Maday 

Address  Address  
E-mail hokiangabuilders@gmail.com  E-mail wmaday@kinect.co.nz  
Phone  Phone 09 407 8761 
Mobile 022-102-8263 Mobile  

 
Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 

 
1st Principal Ron Teague Scribe ERecorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail lois.ron@vodafone.co.nz  E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz  
Phone 09 432 8066 Phone 09 425 5664  
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65 

 
TIM Gary Peterken Scribe ERecorder Mark Norgate 
Address  Address  
E-mail gary@justcabins.co.nz  E-mail mhnorgate@clear.net.nz  
Phone 09 434 0695 Phone 09 435-4027 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80 

 
TIM Ron Teague Recorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail lois.ron@vodafone.co.nz  E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz 
Phone 09 432 8066 Phone 09 425 8664 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No.776 

 
MES Dennis Turner   Recorder Steve Shervell 
Address  Address  
E-mail lesturne@me.com  E-mail steve.shervell@hotmail.com  
Phone  09 438-8268 Phone 09 459-5932 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17 

 

Preceptor Peter Young Secretary Garry Larsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail hokiangabuilders@gmail.com  E-mail glars@slingshot.co.nz  
Phone  Phone 09 408-2309 
Mobile 022-102-8263 Mobile  

 
Order of the Secret Monitor 

 

Supreme Ruler Sam Fife Recorder Pat Severinsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail anne.fife@xtra.co.nz  E-mail pladseve@xnet.co.nz  
Phone 09 438 2032 Phone 09 435 1008 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
 
 

This information is presumed accurate at time of publication.  Please advise the Northtalk Editor of any errors, updates, or omissions.  
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