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As New Zealand Freemasons we are very fortunate to have a choice when it comes to websites. It is a hark back to the 
days when there were the two print publications - the New Zealand Freemason and the Craftsman. Today the 
Freemason is the very professional publication up there with the best in New Zealand. It is clearly intended for public 
consumption. The Craftsman on the other hand was more of an "in house" el cheapo" at 10s a year subscription to 
inform Brethren of Lodge meetings and provide some assistance in fulfilling the challenge set in the Charge after 
Initiation where every Entered Apprentice is asked to endeavour to make a daily advancement in Masonic Knowledge. 
When this publication ceased we lost something that was belatedly replaced through the efforts of one stalwart W.Bro 
(soon to be VW Bro) Russell Pratt who created and maintains the Divisional Websites. 
 
Let's be honest. The Grand Lodge website, in its early days, was something of a nightmare. It was not easy to navigate, 
was dreadfully slow even on a 2MB ADSL connection, was not regularly updated, and trying to access the "Member 
Only" area was a horrendous experience. It turned people away and we have probably lost many visitors as a result of 
that. The "New" website is a credit to the staff in Wellington who maintain it. It informs, promotes, and entertains. It could 
however do with an e-mail service to Brethren letting them know of updates. Even the editor of this newsletter is not 
always proactive and tends to go to a website only when looking for something rather than to see if anything has 
changed recently. An email advisory however generates an almost immediate "let's go and have a look" response. 
 
The Divisional websites are there for the "Troops". With their bi-monthly updates plus e-mail telling you that there has 
been an update, they have a reasonable hit rate according to the counters on the landing (home) pages. The webmaster 
has made a huge number of administrative tasks easy for Lodge Secretary's and Brethren with more to come. Being very 
much a "one man band" there are some time limitations which mean that much of the content falls off the end of the 
wires when updated rather than being archived (also a server space limitation?) and as the site(s) are still evolving there 
is no help function which many Brethren who are not quite web confident would find useful. (That comment applies to the 
Grand Lodge site as well by the way - particularly in the Member Area). A downloadable booklet would be very useful for 
the "not so confident clickers" but then "someone" has to create and maintain it of course. 
 
It was with a sense of anticipation and being able to contribute, that I read the e-mail from the Executive Director on the 
1st February announcing that a series of surveys were being conducted - one of which was Website and Communication 
Feedback. With W.Bro Pratt about to be installed as the District Grand Master Kapiti Wellington it was obvious that he 
was going to need help with maintaining the Divisional Websites and the expectation for many was that the survey would 
seek ideas on how to best do this. Working though the survey it soon became clear that the questions were loaded so 
that respondents would tick the boxes and produce a predetermined outcome allowing Grand Lodge to close the 
Divisional Websites and "merge" them with the Grand Lodge website. What a disappointment. Bit like the banks installing 
ATM's, telling everyone what a great improvement they were offering in customer service, and then shutting down 
branches all over the country. Now the ATMs are going as well because they cost money. More accountant speak? 
 
Yes. Maintaining websites costs money. You must also pay people to do this. Relying on volunteer input for content and 
updating works for a little while but good people move on and enthusiasm wilts. The websites soon become dated and 
shabby. People stop using them. But hang on. Websites also generate income. Loyalty cards, advertising, and pay per 
click forwarding are the common ways that this is done. It works for many similar organisations so there is no reason why 
it should not work for Freemasons New Zealand. This is not suggesting pop up advertisements on every page. A 
"Shopping Tab" would be more appropriate and in keeping with our principles. It also gets around the various "ad 
blocking" software programs that people install on their computers, tablets, and cell phones. (Guilty as charged on that 
one.) 
 
So. Phase out the "Freemason" if you must save money (don't favour that idea either right now) but don't merge the two 
websites. Maintain one for the Public and one for the Brethren. They address two completely different audiences and 
both are an excellent way of "Speaking Up For Freemasonry" effectively in this, the 21st Century.  
 
Fraternally 

 
John MacDonald 
District Education Advisor and Editor Northtalk 

http://freemasonsnz.org/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
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From Our District Grand Master 
 
 

Ladies and Brethren 
 
As we approach autumn we run into a busy month in March. 
 
On Saturday 10th March there will be hopefully - a good number of us going to 
the Installation of Lodge Hokianga No 69 in Rawene. W Bro Dave Kearns will 
be going back as Master for another term. Your attendance & support for Dave 
and Lodge Hokianga would be most appreciated. Remember brethren that 
visiting is a reciprocal thing between Lodges. Come and lend your support and 

you may be surprised by a return visit to your Lodge at your Installation or some other special occasion  
 
Saturday 17 March 2018 
 
A few Brethren are accompanying me on a visit to Lodge Te Aroha No 52 on Sat 17th of March on the 
occasion of the Installation of Bro Allan Wilkinson. Alan was a member of Lodge Parahaki No 269. He was 
also a member of our local Conclave of the Secret Monitor No 7. If anyone is wishing to go please contact 
me 021 52 88 60. 
 
GRAND LODGE VISIT to Lodge Hikurangi No 60 
 
On Tuesday 20th March, at Hikurangi’s regular meeting I will have the honour of presenting a 10 yr bar to a 
50 yr Jewel to W. Bro Ivan Berryman. Again, your support for Ivan would be most appreciated. This is an 
official Grand Lodge Visit and of course will be a ladies night. Can you please let the Sec. W.Bro Alan 
Bishell, know of numbers to assist with catering. We welcome as many visitors as possible to this very 
special occasion. Ivan has been very active in the craft for 60 years so come along & show your 
appreciation. 
 
Brethren on a different note, it has been brought to my attention that a number of our Northland Lodges have 
been collecting donations at Installations etc. in the name of our Freemasons Charity, but have not been 
passing these donations on to the correct source. Several of these same Lodges then expect to be 
supported by the Charity for projects etc. This has been noted by the Charity in Wellington and is not really 
very honest. We do realise that a number of Lodges are struggling financially but there are other methods of 
raising funds. 
 
Secretaries please note -- -- -that all Notice Papers & meeting reports MUST be forwarded to the Grand 
Lodge office, as soon as possible after meetings. Last year 7 out of our 11 Lodges were most remiss in this 
matter. Your attention to this process is paramount. 
 
During the last couple of Months a number of our Members & some of their Wives have been most unwell, 
with some hospitalised for some time. Judy and I wish you all a speedy recovery. 
 
This Friday, 12 noon, I will attending the funeral of Bro Dean Lindsay, in Kerikeri. Dean was a member of 
Lodge Auckland Mangakiekie No 87. He and his wife Lynette moved to Kerikeri last year and has not been 
well enough to attend. 
 
V W Bro Kevin Burch . DGM 
021 25 88 60 
kjburch102@gmail.com 
 

 
Update on VW Bro Bob Vartan. P Dist GM 

 
Many Northland Brethren will be aware that VW. Bro Bob Vartan. P. Dist GM has been in 
hospital here in Whangarei over the last week or so. In a note received, VW. Bro  Bob 
wants to let you know that he is to have surgery very soon and is confident that will sort 
out his problem. 
 

We wish you him well with his surgery and hope to see him in our Lodges again once recovered. 
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What’s Happened in Northland Recently 
 

 
A Night of Two's in Whangarei 
 
Monday 26th February, Bro William McCracken of Lodge Wellsford Marsden No 169 was passed to the 
Second Degree by Lodge Hatea No 431. Bro Will featured in the December edition of Northtalk making 
history, not only as a Lewis, but also as the son and grandson of two long serving members of the Wellsford 
Marsden Lodge - VW Bro Ron McCracken, PGDC his grandfather and W.Bro Greg McCracken, his father 
who is currently Senior Warden of the Lodge. 
 
As well as this being a 2nd Degree there were a number of other sets of "Two's" that made for a very special 
night. Bro Will's partner's grandfather W.Bro George Wall and father Bro Doug Wall both members of Lodge 
Arawa No 406 drove up from Rotorua for the ceremony. (Two Districts present as Rotorua is Bay of Plenty 
District of the Northern Division). It might be stretching a point but those of a Masonic flair could suggest that 
Bro Will had his Operative and Speculative immediate family present so two families? The Rotorua Brethren 
left immediately after the Tylers Toast to drive back to Rotorua - a travel time of approx 5 hours - as Bro 
Doug had cows to milk at 4.00am. They also dropped Bro Will off at Hamilton as his University year is up and 
running again.  
 
A Brother from Ireland (two Constitutions) was present and was welcomed by the Master. Yes - there was a 
Joining Member Form 5 and a Joining From another Constitution Form 6 awaiting him at the Secretary's 
desk! Two Forms. Any other District beat that number of "two's" in one night? 
 

  
W.Bro Greg McCracken, Bro Will McCracken &  

VW Bro Ron McCracken 
Bro Doug Wall, Bro Will McCracken &  

W. Bro George Wall 

 
Bro Will McCracken with his Operative and Speculative Brethren 
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The Order of the Secret Monitor Honours A Stalwart.  
(By MW Bro Pat Severinsen. PGSR) 
 
Members and wives of the Order of the Secret Monitor from Waikato, Auckland, and Northland, gathered in 
the Whangarei Lodge Rooms on Saturday 17 February 2018 to see RW Bro Stan Bartlett be presented with 
his 60 year Service Bar to his Jewel.  MW Bro Malcolm Stone Grand Supreme Ruler of NZ travelled from 
Wellington to do the presentation and at the same time surprised Stan with honouring him with a Grand 
Supreme Rulers Award for the distinctive and dedicated service over the past 60 years to the Order of the 
Secret Monitor .  
 
Stan joined the Craft in 1956, becoming a member of Lodge Parahaki and in 1958 became a member of the 
Order of the Secret Monitor.  He was Supreme Ruler of Northland Conclave in 1956, and Three Arrows 
Conclave 1978, Dist. Grand Supreme Ruler NZ North 1985 – 87 and Deputy Grand Supreme Ruler in 1990. 
At aged 93 he is still delivering ritual without being prompted. 
 
Two months ago Stan was one of the recipients of a New Zealander of the Year Local Hero Award for his 
work with the Department of Conservation, the NZ Historic Places Trust and the Whangarei and District 
Historical Society.  
 
 

 
 

RW Bro Stan Bartlett &  
MW Bro Malcolm Stone GSR 

RW Bro Stan and MW Bro Malcolm Stone 

  
MW Bro Pat Severinsen PGSR, MW Bro Malcolm 

Stone, RW Bro Stan, & Mrs Dorothy Bartlett 
RW Bro Stan & Mrs Dorothy Bartlett 

 
(Editor's Note: The "W" is the titles represents Worthy - NOT Worshipful as in Craft Lodges) 
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What Coming Up In Northland  
as listed at time of publication on the Northern Division Website 

 

 
The table below is a screen capture from the Northern Division Website at time of publication and shows the 
Lodge Activities as posted. Click Here to create an updated report for yourself. Lodge Secretary's should 
Click Here to add your Lodge activity. 

 
WHANGAREI ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER No. 27  
 
TUES    6th March 2018       7-30 p.m. Address by R.E.Comp. Hilton Cook  

     All Freemasons invited to attend 
 
HOKIANGA WHANGAREI ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER No.71  
 . 
WED.7th March 2018      7-30 p.m. Simulated R. A. Degree 
 
 

       
KAIPARA-MAHURANGI WHANGAREI ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER No. 80 
 
THURS  22nd  March  2018   11-00 a.m. T. B. A. 
 
 

CONCORD MARK LODGE  No. 580 
   
WED 7th March 2018        6-30 p.m. Lecture on Mark Degree  
 
 

WHANGAREI ROSE CROIX CHAPTER No.45 
  
SAT  17th March 2018        7-30 p.m.       Explanation of 9th & 10th Degree  
 
  

KAITAIA KNIGHT  TEMPLAR  No. 17 
   
TUES  27th March   2018      7-30 p.m. Simulated Temple Degree  

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/createaworking.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/submitworking.php
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Your Masonic Family Awaits You. Join it Today 
 
 

 

 

 

 

? 
 

Master Mason 
 

To 
 

Royal Arch Companion 
 

To 
 

Other Degrees 

 

Royal Arch Freemasonry (Website: Click Here) 
 
Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 – Meets in Kaikohe 1st Wed 7.30pm  
Scribe: Wayne Maday Send an e-mail 
 
Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27 – Meets in Whangarei 1st Tuesday 7.30pm  
Scribe: Graham Morris: Send an Email 
 
Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 – Meets in Warkworth 4th Thursday 11.00am 
Scribe: Des Stuck: Send an E-mail 
 

Cryptic Masonry (See: Royal Arch Website) 
 
Bay of Island Cryptic No 65. Meets in Whangarei 5th Monday. 
Scribe: Mark Norgate Send an E-mail 
 
Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80 - Meets in Warkworth  
5th Tuesday after Royal Arch Chapter 1.00pm 
Scribe: Des Stuck: Send an E-mail 
 

Knight Templar Freemasonry (Website: Click Here) 
 
Kaitaia Knight  Templar  No. 17 
Meets in Kaikohe Last Tuesday of January, March, June. September  
(Installation) November  
Secretary : Garry Larsen; Send an E-Mail 
Website: Click Here. 
 

Ancient & Accepted Rite for New Zealand (Website : Click Here) 

 
Whangarei Rose Croix No 45 Meets in Whangarei 2nd Thursday March, May, August,  
November.  (Installation) August 
Recorder: Steve Shervell Send an E-mail  
 

Order of the Secret Monitor in Northland (Website: Click Here) 
 
Conclave Whangarei No 7 Meets in Whangarei 3rd Saturday February May  
August (Installation) November 
Recorder: Pat Severinsen Send an E-mail 
 

 

http://www.royalarch.org.nz/
mailto:wmaday@kinect.co.nz?subject=Interested%20In%20Royal%20Arch%20Freemasonry
mailto:graym@sanp.net.nz?subject=Want%20To%20Learn%20More%20About%20Royal%20Arch%20Freemasonry
mailto:stardust@xtra.co.nz
http://www.royalarch.org.nz/
mailto:mhnorgate@clear.net.nz
mailto:stardust@xtra.co.nz
http://www.knightstemplar.org.nz/
mailto:glars@slingshot.co.nz?subject=Knight%20Templar%20Inquiry
http://www.knightstemplar.org.nz/
https://www.rosecroix.org.nz/
mailto:steve.shervell@hotmail.com?subject=Rose%20Croix%20Inquiry
http://www.secretmonitor.net.nz/dru/
mailto:pladseve@xnet.co.nz?subject=OSM%20Inquiry
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Get Your Copy of the  
 

New Zealand  
Masonic Family Tree Booklet.  

(1st Edition) 
 

2nd Edition due out April 2018 with updates 
 

E-mail The Editor 
 
(Thanks to those who have read this booklet and sent in comments and 
suggestions). 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Some Things Have To Change in the 21st Century

mailto:editor.northtalk@gmail.com?subject=Family%20Tree%20Booklet%20Request
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The Grand Lodge of New Zealand On The Web 
Keep Up To Date in the 21st Century 
 

(Click The Image(s) To Go There) 

 

 
 

  

Facebook Twitter Linkedin Instagram 
 
 
Read The Latest Edition of the Freemason Magazine and Back Issues. Click Here 
 

  
 

 
 

Check Out The “Toolbox” Here. 
 
This Online Toolbox is full of helpful tips and tricks to assist Lodges with recruiting, 
community engagement, improve communication, leadership, and much, much more. No 
more excuses for not knowing how to do/start something. You can even post your ideas 
for others to share. Go on line now and rifle through it. Find some treasures. 
 

  
  

 

https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/freemasons_nz
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4441841&mostPopular=&trk=tyah&trkInfo=idx%3A3-1-3%2CtarId%3A1424172175759%2Ctas%3AFreemasons+New
https://instagram.com/freemasonsnewzealand/
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/tools/
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The Northern Division Website. 

 
 

 
CLICK THE PICTURE TO GO THERE NOW. 

 

Start using our website today. It is there for YOU to keep YOU informed 
UPDATED FORTNIGHTLY WITH NEW ITEMS 

 
 

Masonic Education Page With VW. Bro George Allan 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

  
 
Click Here To Go To The Education Pillar Blog. 
 
See if you can answer the new version of the 1st Degree Questions and Answers known as The 
Catechism. And yes - the Middle Chamber of King Solomon's was not where the Lecture of the 2nd 
Degree Tracing Board SUGGESTS that it was. Click here to read more. 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

A "Did You Know That" for March. 
 

 
There is a suggestion that there may have been an Irish Constitution Lodge in the Bay of Islands as early as 
1842 or 1843. Little is known of this Lodge other than some correspondence sent from the Grand Lodge of 
Ireland dated 16 March 1843 to the Sydney Social Lodge of Australia, No. 260. This was a communication 
which intimated that the W.M., S.W., J.W., Treasurer and Secretary of Lodge 260 had been suspended from 
all privileges of Freemasonry during the pleasure of G.L. and "that the Warrant of No. 260 and the power of 
issuing dispensations held by the said Lodge are withdrawn and placed in the hands of Bro. W. A. Purefoy, 
of Lodge 306, Ireland, and are to be returned to this Grand Lodge." What is significant is that "a copy of this 
letter was sent to Lodge Bay of Islands, New Zealand".  
 
There has been considerable research done to try and find out more about this Lodge however no details 
have emerged, The most likely scenario is that it operated under a warrant as a Lodge of Instruction issued 
by the Sydney Social lodge of Australia No 260 and folded/closed when that Lodge was suspended in 1843. 
As the records of the Sydney Social Lodge have been lost it is not known if the Lodge in the Bay of Islands 
ever applied for a charter. The Grand Lodge of Ireland has not record of any such application. 
 
Reference: The Extinct Lodges of New Zealand. RW Bro Colonel G Barclay. PDGM PG Sec. 1935 

VW Bro George Allan 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
http://www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/saltemp.html
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 “Sum More Speakin’ Up” From Fred Inkstone (Esquire) at Mitimiti 
 
Hells bells. Another month gone already an it only seems like last week I wus writin to 
youse all. Wot a weird summer we're havin up here in Mititmiti. Watchin the telly seems 
like it's not only us either. Right across the country. Usually in February we're strugglin to 
ring the last drop o water out of the roof tank but this year the ol rod stickin up high in the 
air tellin Tilly an me that the thing's full. Whadda youse make of that then. A real turn up 
for the books eh? Also me old Series 1 Landrover finally conked out so had to go and get 

a Series 3 as yu just can't get parts for the Series 1's around here anymore. Bit of a bummer but you can't 
win em all. 
 
Now I gotta tell youse the big news for this month. Couple of weeks ago Tilly an me hopped into the new 
Series 3 an shot back down to Taranaki for a reunion. Some of us who used to pull cows tits for town supply 
a few years ago now decided it was time we got together so afta a few e-mails and a bit of chin waggin on 
the phone everything was organised and off we went. Cos of Tilly's ladies problem that they still haven't got 
around to doin anythin about we took a coupla days to get down there and stopped ova at her sister's place 
in Huntly for a night. Good to catch up with all the folks there. What eva happened to the old Meremere 
power station with all them coal bucket chains and big chimneys that used to be there on the left hand side 
of the road? All gone. As for the road I reckon we just about got lost as it is not like we remembered it from 
the last time we went down that way about 25 years ago. Most of them bends is gone. Not so narrow either. 
Good to see things change though eh.  
 
Drivin down through Te Awamutu and Otorahanga brought back some memories of me Lodge days. Yu 
know when we was young we used to drive up there for Installations. Get the milkin finished early, clean up, 
leap into a coupla cars and go like hell. In them days the afta match stuff used to go on for a long time. 
Many's the day I just got back in time for milkin. Tilly would have all the cows in the yard waitin, I would get 
out of me Lodge clobber into milkin clothes and we would get stuck into the tit pullin. Seemed to take twice 
as long for the morning milk and the cleanin up after was the worst bit. Enough to make yu wanna chuck. 
 
Cos a lot of us used to belong to the Lodge we decided to hold the reunion in the Lodge buildin'. Really good 
to see it's still goin but didn't know any of the blokes who wear the penquin suits now. Been up in the North 
for too long. That building was put in 1934. Now I gotta ask you. Can you think of any other buildin that you 
know put up then that has not had anythin much done to it inside since it was built? Lotsa coats of paints 
slapped on it o' course. I remember we put some fluro lights around the place about 1978 and did some work 
on the dunnies and a new stove in the kitchen but guess what - nothing else much has changed. Yeah the 
shielas had been in and given the place a good lick'n a spit and put flowers everywhere - but you could not 
hide the fact that the place is neglected. Had two of the grandkids with us and one of them asked if it was a 
tarted up old cowshed that was about to fall down. Things broken, not workin, fallin down, hanin all crooked, 
and covered in dust and spider webs. It's only when you take shielas and young people in who aren't used to 
bein in ol dusty buildings that you are made to realise just how scruffy they are. Just as well you gotta 
rememba yur ritual. The lighin is so bad in that buildin for old eyes yu couldn't read the blue book anyway. 
Wonder what the electrical wirin like? Probably still some ol conduit up there in the ceilin.  
 
That really set me to thinkin. Remember back in the old days we used to have a tramp and his dog who 
came around once a year and we'd pay him a few quid to clean the gutters and drains, get rid of the weeds 
around the place, give it a lick o paint outside, and generally make it look tidy. Me an Tilly used to put him in 
the barn for a night or two as well an get him to do some odd jobs around the farm. Bit of fencin and that sort 
of stuff. Weed the gardens and stickin some winter plants in. 
 
Unless things have changed since my day, when sortin out the indoors, everyone in the Lodge was an 
expert carpenter, electrician, plumber, landscaper, and o course architect when somethin had to be done. 
Everyone knew a Mr so and so, who could get the materials at a real cheap price, next month, on special 
and was gunna do the job real soon. Hard case eh but some things neva change do they? 
 
Have yu been into a club or RSA or pub or somthin lately that was build around the same time that hasn't bin 
done up? Course not. Kinda did me nut a bit at the WM but like talkin to a brick wall. Full of excuses. Sad eh.  
Still a great reunion and catch up on ol times. Still got some tears in my eyes from all the laughin. The old 
shielas enjoyed themselves as well showin off their new frocks. Catch youse again real soon.. 
 

Fred 
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Cocurullo Masonic Supplies 
 

 
Blue Lodge   
  
Entered Apprentice Apron $30.00 
Fellow Craft Apron $40.00 
Master Mason Apron $60.00 
Masters Apron $80.00 
White Gloves $10.00 pair 
Blue Collar $30.00 
Cuffs for Masters and Wardens $50.00 pair 
  
Royal Arch  
  
Royal Arch Apron and Sash $75.00 
Royal Arch Collar $30.00 
  
Other Degrees  
  
Secret Monitor Sash $60.00 
  
Other Items  
  
Sprig of Acacia Pin $3 each or $5 for two 
Red Poppy with Square &  Compass   $3 each or $5 for two 
  
  

 

If It’s Not In the List Please Ask! 
 
Vince Cocurullo. Phone: (09) 4388834  Email: fm@cocurullo.co.nz 
*Prices may change without notice 

   

  
 

 

For All Your Masonic and Personal Travel 
Auckland Airport Pick Up and Deliveries a Specialty 

 

 
Barbara Stan 

 
 
 

mailto:fm@cocurullo.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/StansVanPassengerService/
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A Brief Look At Anti-Masonry and the Sources. 
 
Ref: Wikipedia 
 

Anti-Masonry (alternatively called Anti-Freemasonry) has been defined 
as "opposition to Freemasonry", but there is no homogeneous anti-
Masonic movement. Anti-Masonry consists of widely differing criticisms 
from diverse (and often incompatible) groups who are hostile to 
Freemasonry in some form. Critics have included religious groups, 
political groups, and conspiracy theorists. There have been many 
disclosures and exposés dating as far back as the 18th century. These 
often lack context, may be outdated for various reasons, or could be 
outright hoaxes on the part of the author, as in the case of the Taxil 
hoax. 

 
These hoaxes and exposés have often become the basis for criticism of Masonry, often religious or political 
in nature, or are based on suspicion of corrupt conspiracy of some form. The political opposition that arose 
after the "Morgan Affair" in 1826 gave rise to the term Anti-Masonry, which is still in use today, both by 
Masons in referring to their critics and as a self-descriptor by the critics themselves. 
 
Religious opposition 
 
Freemasonry has attracted criticism from theocratic states and organised religions for supposed competition 
with religion, or supposed heterodoxy within the fraternity itself, and has long been the target of conspiracy 
theories, which assert Freemasonry to be an occult and evil power. 
 
Christianity and Freemasonry 
 
Although members of various faiths cite objections, certain 
Christian denominations have had high-profile negative 
attitudes to Masonry, banning or discouraging their 
members from being Freemasons.  
 
The denomination with the longest history of objection to 
Freemasonry is the Catholic Church. The objections raised 
by the Catholic Church are based on the allegation that 
Masonry teaches a naturalistic deistic religion which is in 
conflict with Church doctrine. A number of Papal 
pronouncements have been issued against Freemasonry. 
The first was Pope Clement XII's In eminenti apostolatus, 
28 April 1738; the most recent was Pope Leo XIII's Ab apostolici, 15 October 1890. The 1917 Code of Canon 
Law explicitly declared that joining Freemasonry entailed automatic excommunication, and banned books 
favouring Freemasonry. 
 
In 1983, the Church issued a new code of canon law. Unlike its predecessor, the 1983 Code of Canon Law 
did not explicitly name Masonic orders among the secret societies it condemns. It states: "A person who 
joins an association which plots against the Church is to be punished with a just penalty; one who promotes 
or takes office in such an association is to be punished with an interdict." This named omission of Masonic 
orders caused both Catholics and Freemasons to believe that the ban on Catholics becoming Freemasons 
may have been lifted, especially after the perceived liberalisation of Vatican II. However, the matter was 
clarified when Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (later Pope Benedict XVI), as the Prefect of the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, issued a Declaration on Masonic Associations, which states: "... the Church's 
negative judgment in regard to Masonic association remains unchanged since their principles have always 
been considered irreconcilable with the doctrine of the Church and therefore membership in them remains 
forbidden. The faithful who enrol in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and may not receive 
Holy Communion." For its part, Freemasonry has never objected to Catholics joining their fraternity. Those 
Grand Lodges in amity with UGLE deny the Church's claims. The UGLE now states that "Freemasonry does 
not seek to replace a Mason's religion or provide a substitute for it." 
 
In contrast to Catholic allegations of rationalism and naturalism, Protestant objections are more likely to be 
based on allegations of mysticism, occultism, and even Satanism. Masonic scholar Albert Pike is often 
quoted (in some cases misquoted) by Protestant anti-Masons as an authority for the position of Masonry on 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freemasonry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxil_hoax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxil_hoax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Morgan_(anti-Mason)
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these issues. However, Pike, although undoubtedly learned, was not a spokesman for Freemasonry and was 
also controversial among Freemasons in general. His writings represented his personal opinion only, and 
furthermore an opinion grounded in the attitudes and understandings of late 19th century Southern 
Freemasonry of the USA. Notably, his book carries in the preface a form of disclaimer from his own Grand 
Lodge. No one voice has ever spoken for the whole of Freemasonry. 
 
Free Methodist Church founder B.T. Roberts was a vocal opponent of Freemasonry in the mid 19th century. 
Roberts opposed the society on moral grounds and stated, "The god of the lodge is not the God of the Bible." 
Roberts believed Freemasonry was a "mystery" or "alternate" religion and encouraged his church not to 
support ministers who were Freemasons. Freedom from secret societies is one of the "frees" upon which the 
Free Methodist Church was founded. 
 
Since the founding of Freemasonry, many Bishops of the Church of England have been Freemasons, such 
as Archbishop Geoffrey Fisher. In the past, few members of the Church of England would have seen any 
incongruity in concurrently adhering to Anglican Christianity and practising Freemasonry. In recent decades, 
however, reservations about Freemasonry have increased within Anglicanism, perhaps due to the increasing 
prominence of the evangelical wing of the church. The former Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, 
appeared to harbour some reservations about Masonic ritual, whilst being anxious to avoid causing offence 
to Freemasons inside and outside the Church of England. In 2003 he felt it necessary to apologise to British 
Freemasons after he said that their beliefs were incompatible with Christianity and that he had barred the 
appointment of Freemasons to senior posts in his diocese when he was Bishop of Monmouth. 
 
In 1933, the Orthodox Church of Greece officially declared that being a Freemason constitutes an act of 
apostasy and thus, until he repents, the person involved with Freemasonry cannot partake of the Eucharist. 
This has been generally affirmed throughout the whole Eastern Orthodox Church. The Orthodox critique of 
Freemasonry agrees with both the Catholic and Protestant versions: "Freemasonry cannot be at all 
compatible with Christianity as far as it is a secret organisation, acting and teaching in mystery and secret 
and deifying rationalism." 
 
Regular Freemasonry has traditionally not responded to these claims, beyond the often repeated statement 
that those Grand Lodges in amity with UGLE explicitly adhere to the principle that "Freemasonry is not a 
religion, nor a substitute for religion. There is no separate 'Masonic deity,' and there is no separate proper 
name for a deity in Freemasonry." Christian men, who were discouraged from joining the Freemasons by 
their Churches or who wanted a more religiocentric society, joined similar fraternal organisations, such as the 
Knights of Columbus for Catholic Christians, and the Loyal Orange Institution for Protestant Christians, 
although these fraternal organisations have been "organized in part on the style of and use many symbols of 
Freemasonry". 
 
Islam and Freemasonry 

 
Many Islamic anti-Masonic arguments are closely tied to both anti-Semitism and 
Anti-Zionism, though other criticisms are made such as linking Freemasonry to 
Al-Masih ad-Dajjal (the false Messiah). Some Muslim anti-Masons argue that 
Freemasonry promotes the interests of the Jews around the world and that one 
of its aims is to destroy the Al-Aqsa Mosque in order to rebuild the Temple of 
Solomon in Jerusalem. In article 28 of its Covenant, Hamas states that 
Freemasonry, Rotary, and other similar groups "work in the interest of Zionism 
and according to its instructions ..." 
 
Many countries with a majority Muslim population do not allow Masonic 

establishments within their borders. However, countries such as Turkey and Morocco have established 
Grand Lodges, while in countries such as Malaysia and Lebanon there are District Grand Lodges operating 
under a warrant from an established Grand Lodge. 
 
In Pakistan in 1972, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, then Prime Minister of Pakistan, placed a ban on Freemasonry. 
Lodge buildings were confiscated by the government. 
 
Masonic lodges existed in Iraq as early as 1917, when the first lodge under the United Grand Lodge of 
England (UGLE) was opened. Nine lodges under UGLE existed by the 1950s, and a Scottish lodge was 
formed in 1923. However, the position changed following the revolution, and all lodges were forced to close 
in 1965. This position was later reinforced under Saddam Hussein; the death penalty was "prescribed" for 
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those who "promote or acclaim Zionist principles, including freemasonry, or who associate [themselves] with 
Zionist organisations." 
 
Political opposition 
 
In 1799, English Freemasonry almost came to a halt due to Parliamentary 
proclamation. In the wake of the French Revolution, the Unlawful Societies Act 
banned any meetings of groups that required their members to take an oath or 
obligation. 
 
The Grand Masters of both the Moderns and the Antients Grand Lodges called on 
Prime Minister William Pitt (who was not a Freemason) and explained to him that 
Freemasonry was a supporter of the law and lawfully constituted authority and 
was much involved in charitable work. As a result, Freemasonry was specifically 
exempted from the terms of the Act, provided that each private lodge's Secretary 
placed with the local "Clerk of the Peace" a list of the members of his lodge once 
a year. This continued until 1967, when the obligation of the provision was 
rescinded by Parliament. 
 
Freemasonry in the United States faced political pressure following the 1826 kidnapping of William Morgan 
by Freemasons and his subsequent disappearance. Reports of the "Morgan Affair", together with opposition 
to Jacksonian democracy (Andrew Jackson was a prominent Mason), helped fuel an Anti-Masonic 
movement. The short-lived Anti-Masonic Party was formed, which fielded candidates for the presidential 
elections of 1828 and 1832. 
 
In Italy, Freemasonry has become linked to a scandal concerning the Propaganda Due lodge (a.k.a. P2). 
This lodge was chartered by the Grande Oriente d'Italia in 1877, as a lodge for visiting Masons unable to 
attend their own lodges. Under Licio Gelli's leadership, in the late 1970s, P2 became involved in the financial 
scandals that nearly bankrupted the Vatican Bank. However, by this time the lodge was operating 
independently and irregularly, as the Grand Orient had revoked its charter and expelled Gelli in 1976. 
 
Conspiracy theorists have long associated Freemasonry with the New World Order and the Illuminati, and 
state that Freemasonry as an organisation is either bent on world domination or already secretly in control of 
world politics. Historically, Freemasonry has attracted criticism—and suppression—from both the politically 
far right (e.g., Nazi Germany) and the far left (e.g. the former Communist states in Eastern Europe). 
 
Even in modern democracies, Freemasonry is sometimes viewed with distrust. In the UK, Masons working in 
the justice system, such as judges and police officers, were from 1999 to 2009 required to disclose their 
membership. While a parliamentary inquiry found that there has been no evidence of wrongdoing, the 
government believed that Masons' potential loyalties to support fellow Masons, should be transparent to the 
public. The policy of requiring a declaration of Masonic membership by applicants for judicial office (judges 
and magistrates) was ended in 2009 by Justice Secretary Jack Straw (who had initiated the requirement in 
the 1990s). Straw stated that the rule was considered disproportionate, since no impropriety or malpractice 
had been shown as a result of judges being Freemasons. 
 
Freemasonry is both successful and controversial in France. As of the early 21st century, membership is 
rising, but reporting in the popular media is often negative. 
 
In some countries anti-Masonry is often related to anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism. For example, in 1980 the 
Iraqi legal and penal code was changed by Saddam Hussein's ruling Ba'ath Party, making it a felony to 
"promote or acclaim Zionist principles, including Freemasonry, or who associate [themselves] with Zionist 
organisations". Professor Andrew Prescott of the University of Sheffield writes: "Since at least the time of the 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, anti-Semitism has gone hand in hand with anti-masonry, so it is not 
surprising that allegations that 11 September was a Zionist plot have been accompanied by suggestions that 
the attacks were inspired by a Masonic world order". 
 
Some Further Reading: 

 
History of Freemasonry Opposition to Freemasonry within Christianity 
  
Anti-Masonry Anti-Masonry and Suppression of Freemasonry 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Freemasonry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opposition_to_Freemasonry_within_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Masonry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Masonry
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The Early Days of Freemasonry in New Zealand Up To 1890 - March Selection 
 
 

This is a new series replacing the simple clips from Papers Past that have been 
featured over the last four years. Note that if you follow the links by clicking) on 
them (they will open a new page in your browser) you may need to scroll well 
down to find the article. Mainly South Island information this month as that is 
where my research has been. Enjoy 
 
**************************** 
LYTTELTON TIMES, VOLUME XII, ISSUE 701, 27 JULY 1859 (Link Here) 
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canterbury Inaugurated (To long to print) 
 
**************************** 
OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 1064, 18 MAY 1865, SUPPLEMENT 
 (Link Here) 
Opening and consecration Provincial GL of NZ Scottish Constitution 
(Too Long To Print) 
 
**************************** 
OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 1712, 26 JUNE 1867 (Link Here) 
Meeting of Prov GL of Scotland to consider purchase of Masonic Hall 
 
Text Reads: The R.W. Masters, Past Masters, and office-bearers of Lodges under the Grand Lodge of 
Scotland, meet this afternoon at Wain's Hotel, to consider proposals for purchasing premises for a Masonic 
Hall. 
 
**************************** 
NELSON EXAMINER AND NEW ZEALAND CHRONICLE, VOLUME XXVI, ISSUE 0, 27 JUNE 1867 (Link 
Here) 
Wellington Freemasons lay foundation stone for new building 
 
Text Reads: Masonic Hall at Wellington.— The Freemasons at Wellington have laid the foundation stone of 
a Masonic Hall in that city. The ceremony took place on Monday last, being St. John's Day. 
 
**************************** 
OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 2251, 23 APRIL 1869 (Link Here) 
Consecration and dedication of new Masonic Hall in Dunedin 
 
Text Reads: Members of-the Shamrock Lodge, No. 448, 1.C., Hiram Lodge, No. 1127, E.G., and the Port 
Chimera Marine Lodge, 942, are requested to meet at 6 ; and of the Lodge of Dunedin, No. 931, E.G., and 
Lodge of Otago, No. 844, E.C., at 5.30 this evening, at the New Masonic Hall, to attend the ceremony of the 
consecration and dedication o! that building. 
 
**************************** 
WEST COAST TIMES, ISSUE 1802, 10 JULY 1871 (Link Here) 
Meeting District Grand Lodge of Westland 
 
Text Reads: It will be observed by advertisement that the quarterly meeting of the District Grand Lodge of 
Westland will be held at the Masonic Hall, Revell-street South, at 7 o'clock this (Monday) evening. 
 
**************************** 

 
Donate Online by clicking HERE 

Capt Cook's Map of NZ 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/LT18590727.2.20?query=Southern%20Cross%20Lodge%20Kaiapoi
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18650518.2.16.2?query=Lodge%20Otago%20%20844
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18670626.2.13?query=Lodge%20Otago%20%20844
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/NENZC18670627.2.11?query=Southern%20Star%20Lodge
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/NENZC18670627.2.11?query=Southern%20Star%20Lodge
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18690423.2.6?query=Dunedin%20Lodge%20931%20EC
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/WCT18710710.2.11?query=Southern%20Star%20Lodge
http://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/Supporters-Scheme/
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DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXVIII, ISSUE 4778, 17 DECEMBER 1872 (Link Here) 
Masonic Ball Committee (Auckland) has "some unpleasantness" at their meeting 
 
Text Reads: A meeting of the Masonic Ball Committee was held yesterday afternoon at the Insurance 
Buildings to confirm the minutes of the previous meeting. We are sorry to learn that some slight 
unpleasantness has arisen, which however, we trust, will not prevent the Masonic Ball taking place in due 
course. In the evening the monthly meeting of Lodge Waitemata, No. 689, E.C., was held in the Lodge-room 
of the Masonic Hotel. The installation of officers, which was to have taken place Iast night, has we 
understand been postponed until January. 
 
**************************** 
STAR, ISSUE 2047, 29 SEPTEMBER 1874 (Link Here) 
PM Jewels 18 Carat gold 
 
Text Reads: Mr T. R. Proctor, jeweller, of this city, has just completed two handsome P.M, jewels, one to the 
order of the Loyal Pacific Lodge 1229, E.G., Hokitika, for presentation to Bro. J. R. Hudson, the retiring 
Master of the Lodge, and another to the order of the Tongariro Lodge ; 705, E.C., Wanganui, for presentation 
to Bro. J. Pawjson, Past Master of that Lodge. The jewels  are of appropriate design, and of excellent 
workmanship. They are of eighteen carat gold, solid. 
 
**************************** 
PRESS, VOLUME XXXII, ISSUE 4472, 29 NOVEMBER 1879 (Link Here) 
Election of Canterbury Masters Completed for Year 
 
Text Reads: Masonic. — The period for election of Masters of the various Maaonio lodges having arrived 
the following have been duly nominated and elected: —St. Augustine Lodge, 609, E. 0., Bro. Hobday; Lodge 
of Unanimity, 604, E. 0., Bro. W. B. Allwright; Canterbury Lodge, 1048, fi.O., Bro. Williams ; Corinthian 
Lodge, No. 463, 1.0., Bro. Wilkinson. The installations will take place in due course. 
 
**************************** 
OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 7831, 28 MARCH 1887 (Link 
Here)  
Laying the foundation stone for the Burns Statue in Dunedin 
(Too Long To Print) 
 
**************************** 
OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 6103, 1 SEPTEMBER 1881 
(Link Here) 
Former Jewish Synagogue consecrated as new Masonic Hall 
(Note this is only 2 years later) (Too Long To Print) 
 
**************************** 
EVENING STAR, ISSUE 8355, 5 NOVEMBER 1890 (Link Here) 
Significant ill feeling against formation of GL of NZ in Dunedin 
 
Text Reads: (Excerpt) The R. W. Bro. Gore, who was in the chair, made a very impressive and feeling 
speech, in which he adverted to tbe uncalled for attacks recently made by a section of the craft upon Bros, 
James and Neill. He stated in the course of his remarks that the action of the brethren loyal to the ancient 
constitutions here was all that could be desired, and that it was evident that tbe Home Grand Lodges were 
not prepared under the present circumstances to acknowledge anything like an independent Grand Lodge in 
New Zealand. He said he deeply sympathised with the W. Bros. James and Neill, and felt astonished at the 
attack made upon them, as the craft must know the District Grand Secretaries, in all their communications, 
were but the mouthpieces of their D.G. Masters. He had very great pleasure indeed in presenting to such 
earnest and exalted Bros, as the D.G. Secretaries the following expressions of the esteem in which they 
were held : 
 
**************************** 
STAR, ISSUE 6838, 28 APRIL 1890 (Link Here) 
History of EC Freemasonry in Canterbury. Very long but very interesting reading. 
 
**************************** 

Laying the Foundation Stone for  
Alexandra Lodge 1188 EC c1885/1866 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/DSC18721217.2.9?query=Lodge%20Waitemata%20689
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/TS18740929.2.8?query=Tongariro%20Lodge%20705
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP18791129.2.10?query=Lodge%20of%20Unanimity%20604
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18870328.2.29?query=Lodge%20Otago%20%20844
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18870328.2.29?query=Lodge%20Otago%20%20844
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18810901.2.21?query=Lodge%20Otago%20%20844
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ESD18901105.2.29?query=Dunedin%20Lodge%20931%20EC
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/TS18900428.2.46?query=St.%20Augustine%20609
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Some Thoughts for March 
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Happy (Real Age) Birthdays for February. 
 

 
Title Name Surname Lodge Name Lodge No 

WBro Ian Fife Hokianga 69 

WBro Pat Severinsen Hokianga 69 

Bro Ronald Gifford Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

VWBro Kevin Burch Whangarei 102 

Bro Alex Demars Whangarei 102 

WBro Ian McDougall Wellsford/Marsden 169 

WBro Gregory McCracken Wellsford/Marsden 169 

WBro Leslie Remnant Kerikeri 402 

Bro Clyde MacPherson Hatea 431 

Bro Robert Harrison Hatea 431 

VWBro Barry Sexton Okara Daylight 461 

WBro Robin Carver Okara Daylight 461 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Northland Emergency Services Trust 
 

Click the Picture to Securely Donate Online 
Your Life May Depend On It One Day Soon 

http://www.nest.org.nz/donate/
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Some Famous Freemasons 
 

Reference: http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php  
 
Sawyer, David (1940 - ) 
 
A committed member of the Salvation Army, 
David Sawyer was born on 19 February 1940 
in York. He later became a full-time Minister 
and served as a Pastoral Minister in South 
Wales, Kent and Berkshire. David was 
appointed to the headquarters of the Salvation 
Army Men's Social Work Department in 1965 
and served at their international headquarters 
before returning to the Men's Social Services 
for a further period after being appointed as the 
Private Secretary and Personal Assistant to the 
Director of Social Services for Great Britain 
and Ireland.  
Sawyer became Education Officer with 
Buckinghamshire County Council and Head of 
the Education Welfare Service in Milton 
Keynes. Taking early retirement in 1992, he 
worked for a period time with the Independent 
Counselling and Advisory Service and later set 
up a chain of four charity shops for the 
Salvation Army. Somehow David also 
managed to fit in joining Milton Keynes General 
Hospital as a Care Manager. 
In 1981 David Sawyer was initiated into the 
Lodge of Integrity No. 5149 in Chelmsford, 
Essex, England and rose to become Provincial 
Grand Chaplin in 2006. He was also exalted in 
Oliver Chapter No. 2812. 

 

  
Schaefer, Julius Earl (1893-1978) 
 
Julius Schaefer founded the Wichita company 
that later became the Boeing Aircraft 
Corporation’s Wichita plant. He oversaw 
production of large volumes of aircraft during 
the Second World War, including 10,000 plus 
Boeing Kaydet trainers, and 1,165 Boeing B-29 
Superfortress’, the same type of bomber that 
dropped the atomic bombs on Japan and 
which brought World War Two to an end. 
Schaefer also moved into the jet-age by 
overseeing the production of the multi-engined, 
Boeing B-52 Stratofortress, an aeroplane 
capable of carrying a huge bomb load, and 
which is still in service today.  

  
Schirra, Walter Marty ‘Wally’ (1923-2007) 
 
An astronaut who was made a “Mason at 
Sight” by the Grand Master of Masons of 
Florida, Wally Schirra carried several Masonic 
items with him on his Apollo 7 flight. He was 
the command pilot on the history-making 
Gemini 6 flight, which rendezvoused with the 
already orbiting Gemini 7 spacecraft, the first 
ever rendezvous of two manned, 
manœuvreable craft in space. Wally Shirra, 
won an ‘Emmy’ Award for pictures broadcast 
from space on the Apollo 7 mission, and was 
the only astronaut to fly in all three space 
programmes; Mercury, Gemini and Apollo. 

 

  

http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php
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Scott, Sir Walter – 1st Baronet (1771-1832) 
 
Sir Walter Scott was born in Edinburgh and, 
among many novels, he was the creator of 
‘Ivanhoe’ (1819) and ‘Rob Roy’ (1817). The 
fascinating journal of this celebrated writer is 
an important record of the times in which he 
lived. As a writer of historical fiction, a 
playwright, and a poet, Scott was the first 
English language author to have a truly 
international career in his own lifetime, with 
many contemporary readers in Europe, 
Australia, and North America. Saint David 
Lodge No. 36 in Edinburgh was Sir Walter 
Scott’s lodge. 

 
  
Seddon, Richard John (1845-1906) 
 
Originally born in Eccleston, St. Helens, 
Lancashire, England, Richard Seddon 
eventually became the longest serving Prime 
Minister of New Zealand and is regarded by 
some as being one of its greatest leaders 
(1893–1906). A dedicated Mason, Seddon 
served as Grand Master of New Zealand 
(1898–1900). 

 
  
Sellers, Richard Henry ‘Peter’ (1925-1980) 
 
An exceptional, internationally renowned, 
comedian and actor, Peter Sellers was a star 
of ‘The Goon Show’ alongside Spike Milligan 
and Harry Secombe. Sellars also portrayed the 
hilariously incompetent Inspector Clouseau in 
‘The Pink Panther’ film series. In 1980 he 
received an Oscar® nomination for the film 
‘Being There’, this was Sellers’ third Oscar® 
nomination. Peter Sellers attended Chelsea 
Lodge No. 3098 of the United Grand Lodge of 
England. 

 
  
Shackleton, Sir Ernest Henry (1874-1922) 
 
This Irish-born explorer was one of the 
principle figures during the period of Antarctic 
exploration with his first major mission 
departing from Lyttelton Harbour, New Zealand 
in 1908. He went on to discover the magnetic 
south pole. His health was suspect and he died 
on his last expedition, he was buried on South 
Georgia. 
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Some Poems To Enjoy for March 
 

Taxation Poem 
by Anonymous 

 
Tax his land, tax his wage, 

Tax his bed in which he lays. 
Tax his tractor, tax his mule, 
Teach him taxes is the rule 

 
Tax his cow, tax his goat, 

Tax his pants, tax his coat. 
Tax his ties, tax his shirts, 
Tax his work, tax his dirt 

 
Tax his chew, tax his smoke, 
Teach him taxes are no joke. 

Tax his car, tax his grass, 
Tax the roads he must pass 

 
Tax his food, tax his drink, 
Tax him if he tries to think. 

Tax his sodas, tax his beers, 
If he cries, tax his tears 

 
Tax his bills, tax his gas, 

Tax his notes, tax his cash. 
Tax him good and let him know 

That after taxes, he has no dough 
 

If he hollers, tax him more, 
Tax him until he's good and sore. 

Tax his coffin, tax his grave, 
Tax the sod in which he lays 

 
Put these words upon his tomb, 
"Taxes drove me to my doom!" 

And when he's gone, we won't relax, 
We'll still be after the inheritance tax  

 

 
 
 
 

The Flatulence Tax 
by John O'Neill 

 

A flatulence tax on cattle and sheep,  
Another rip-off to make us all weep.  

Preserving the ozone at any expense,  
It's all propaganda that doesn't make sense. 

 
Abandon the flock and abolish the herd, 

When it comes to survival, then nothing's absurd. 
But what will we eat for daily protein? 

The answer is simple, the mighty baked bean. 
 

So plough in the forage and pastures too  
Put paid to the curse of the cattle poo.  

Then plant all the land with navy beans,  
Belching out gasses from smokey machines. 

 
The resulting erosion will wipe any smiles,  

Make the Greenies appear they're suffering piles.  
With options so few when it comes to a meal,  

And the after affects still part of the deal. 
 

With the whole population gobbling baked beans,  
The potential was there for some horrid scenes.  
The worst of our fears were about to come true,  
The Follies were gobbling their baked beans too. 

 
And adding more fuel to their natural reserve,  
The electorate was poised to get its deserve.  
Their innards vibrated their faces contorted,  

The speaker collapsed and debate was aborted. 
 

Then rising as one from babes to old Granny,  
With timing so perfect was almost uncanny.  

The whole population let off a great fart,  
With a bloody big bang blew the ozone apart. 

 
 
 

 
 

(NZ Political Parties Take Note) 
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Malapropisms a.k.a. Kids Exam Answers. 
 
A malapropism is an accidentally inappropriate (usually that means 'humorous') choice, omission, or 
alteration of words. Here are a few to muse over along with some Kids exam answers as well. 
 

 Abraham Lincoln became America's greatest Precedent 
 The amount of education you have determines your loot in life. 
 An oral contract isn't worth the paper it's printed on.  
 Aarabs wear turbines on their heads. 
 Before I start speaking, I'd like to say something 
 The book was so exciting I couldn't finish it until I put it down. 
 The bowels are a,e,i,o,u and sometimes y 
 Charles Darwin was a naturalist who wrote the Organ of the Species 
 A closed mouth gathers no feet 
 Comfortable apartment. Short walk to beach. Affordable germs. - Leo Rosten 
 Coming home, I drove into the wrong house and ran into a tree that I didn't have 
 David was a Hebrew king skilled at playing the liar 
 The doctor felt the man's purse and said there was no hope 
 The dog ran across the lawn, emitting whelps all along the way 
 The Egyptians built the Pyramids in the shape of a huge triangular cube 
 Female moths are called myths 
 The government of Athens was democratic because people took the law into their own hands 
 The government of England was a limited mockery 
 Greeks invented three kinds of columns: Corinthian, Doric, and Ironic  
 Growing up the trellis were pink and yellow concubines 
 Handel was half German, half Italian, and half English 
 Having one wife is called monotony 
 He fought with the Philatelists, a race of people who lived in Biblical times 
 Henry VIII found walking difficult because he had an abbess on his knee 
 He sent the package by partial post 
 He went to jail for making a false deduction 
 I challenge you to give a frank, affirmative answer, yes or no 
 I'll give you a definite maybe 
 I'm havin' so many near misses they must be mistresses 
 The inhabitants of Moscow are called Mosquitoes 
 The Indian squabs carried porpoises on their back 
 In spring, the salmon swim upstream to spoon  
 In the ninteenth century, pheasants led terrible lives 
 It is kisstomary to cuss the bride 
 Joan of Arc was cannonized by Bernard Shaw 
 Julius Caesar extinguished himself on the battlefields of Gaul 
 King Alfred conquered the Dames 
 King Arthur lived in the Age of Shivery 
 King Harold musterded his troops before the Battle of Hastings 
 A leopard is a form of dotted lion 
 Louis Pasteur discovered a cure for rabbis 
 Magna Carta provided that no free men should be hanged twice for the same offense 
 Many men reach maturity, but only women reach maternity so far 
 The mother of Achilles dipped him in the River Stynx until he became intollerable 
 Nero was a cruel tyranny who would torture his poor subjects by playing the fiddle to them 
 Ohio is the sound of an indian yawning 
 Oliver Cromwell had a large red nose, but under it were deeply religious feelings 
 One by-product of raising cattle is calves 
 One of Jacob's sons, Joseph gave refuse to the Israelites  
 The opposite of height is lowth 
 The people who followed the Lord were called the 12 opossums 
 Please excuse Ed from school Friday. He has very loose vowels 
 Please excuse Miriam from school Tuesday, she had a cold and could not breed well 
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NO 1 DISTRICT PEOPLE CONTACT INFORMATION AS AT 01 FEB 2018 
 

 
   District Grand Master V.W Bro Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 

021 528 860  
kjburch102@gmail.com 

       

   District Grand Director Of Ceremonies W.Bro Trevor Hall  027 471 1665 
trev@orcon.net.nz 

 

       

   Grand Steward To Be Advised  
 

 

       

   Grand Steward W Bro HC Chamberlain (09 437 0411 
skey@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

   Education Advisor 
Northtalk Editor 

W.Bro John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 
028 258 85111 
john@merlin.net.nz 

 

       

   District Property & Heritage VW. Bro  
Bryan Wiig 

(09) 437 2840 
021 105 6857 
wiigy1@orcon.net.nz  

 

       

   Benevolence Vacant  
 
 

 

Our Northland Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters and Higher Degrees, 
 
The Hokianga Lodge No. 69 
 
Master David Kearns Secretary Garth Coulter 
Address PO Box 86 

Rawene 0443 
Address PO Box 79 

Rawene 0443 
E-mail daveandlk66@gmail.com E-mail harboursidebnb@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09 405 7595 Phone (09) 405 8246 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
 
The Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No. 78 
 
Master Hubert Neeson Secretary Bob Vartan 
Address 29 Lori Lane  

Coopers Beach  
Mangonui 0420  

Address PO Box 402 
Mangonui 0422 

E-mail hnj@xtra.co.nz   E-mail arjayvee@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 406 0227 Phone (09) 406 1239 
Mobile  Mobile 021 1558 540 
 
 
The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101 
 
Master John Anderson Secretary Robert Goodhue 
Address 4002 SH10 

Kaeo 0478 
Address 66 Albert Street 

Kawakawa 0210 
 

E-mail anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail o211252754@yahoo.co.nz 
Phone (09) 405 1248 Phone  
Mobile 021 100 73767 Mobile 021 125 2754 
 
 
Lodge Whangarei No. 102 
 
Master Roy Unwin Secretary Graeme Whiteman  
Address 2 - 44 Highfield Highway   

Maunu 
Whangarei 0110 

Address Townhouse 59  
Jane Mander Village 
Kamo  
Whangarei 0110 

E-mail janroyunwin@xtra.co.nz E-mail kamoagain@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 438 9893 Phone (09) 435 6499 
Mobile 021 029 67821 Mobile (027) 435 6358 
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Lodge Hikurangi No. 140 
 
Master Steve Bailey Secretary Alan Bishell 
Address 346 Kamo Road 

Kamo 
Whangarei 0112 

Address 28B Elizabeth Street 
Kensington 
Whangarei 0112  

E-mail dallasandsteveb@xtra.co.nz E-mail hikalodge@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 435 5601 Phone (09) 437 3036 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
    
Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169 
 
Master John MacDonald Secretary Graham Rogerson 
Address Unit 11 

 224 Maunu Road 
Whangarei 1011 

Address 16 - 5 Waiatawa Road 
Tikipunga 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail john@merlin.net.nz E-mail edh7514@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 439 4790 Phone (09) 437 1598 
Mobile 028 258 85111 Mobile 021 308 069 
 
Lodge Parahaki No. 269 
 
Master Jock Adamson Secretary Alan Martin 
Address 98 Ngunguru Road 

RD 3 
Whangarei 0173 

Address 65 Whau Valley Road 
Whau Valley 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail jock.pat@xtra.co.nz E-mail alanohmartin@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 437 3125 Phone (09) 437 3125 
Mobile  Mobile 027 244 7373 
 
Lodge Kororareka No. 304 
 
Master Alastair Mitchell Secretary William Noble 
Address 1 Gould Street 

Russell 0202 
Address PO Box 228 

Russell 0242 
E-mail alastair@riskandinsurance.co E-mail commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 403 7530 Phone (09) 403 7899 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
Lodge Kerikeri No. 402 
 
Master Rex Graham Secretary Robert Bubendorfer 
Address 237 Stanners Road  

RD 2  
Kerikeri  

Address 344A Kerikeri Road  
Kerikeri   
0230  

E-mail rexl.g@xtra.co.nz E-mail bob@bubendorfer.net.nz 
Phone 09 407 5584 Phone 09 407 1156 
Mobile 027 306 0015 Mobile 022 631 070 
 
Lodge Hatea No. 431 
 
Master Grahame Richards Secretary Kevin Peachey 
Address 6 - 6A Pentland Road  

Regent  
Whangarei 011278 

Address 17 E Albert Street 
Whangarei 0110 
 

E-mail anne.grahame7@gmail.com E-mail kevinmp1049@gmail.com 
Phone 09 459 7161 Phone 09 435 2916 
Mobile 021 294 4383  Mobile 021 758 822 
 
Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461 
 
Master Pat Severensen Secretary Ron Teague 
Address 4 B Braintree Street  

Kamo 
Whangarei  0112 

Address 18 Te Kamo Street  
Ruakaka 
2160 

E-mail pladseve@xnet.co.nz E-mail lois.ron@outlook.co.nz 
Phone 09 435 1008 Phone 09 432 8066 
Mobile  Mobile  
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Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27 
 
1st Principal Vince Cocurullo Scribe E/Recorder Graham Morris 
Address  Address  
E-mail vince@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail graym@sanp.net.nz 
Phone 09-438 8834 Phone 09 435 1139 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 
 
1st Principal Ralph Barber Scribe E/Recorder Wayne Maday 
Address  Address  
E-mail ralphbarber6@gmail.com    E-mail wmaday@kinect.co.nz  
Phone 09 401 6413 Phone 09 407 8761 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 
 
1st Principal Stan Kerr Scribe E/Recorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail stansvan@xtra.co.nz E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz  
Phone 09 434 0024 Phone 09 425 5664  
Mobile 027 268 8144 Mobile  

 
Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65 
 
TIM Graham Morris Scribe E/Recorder Mark Norgate 
Address  Address  
E-mail graym@snap.net.nz   E-mail mhnorgate@clear.net.nz  
Phone 09 435-1139 Phone 09 435-4027 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80 
 
TIM Peter Copeman Recorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail  E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz 
Phone 09 432-7663 Phone 09 425 8664 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No. 45 
 
MES Vince Cocurullo Recorder Steve Shervell 
Address  Address  
E-mail info@cocurullo.co.nz E-mail steve.shervell@hotmail.com  
Phone  09 438-883 Phone 09 459-5932 
Mobile 021 438 952 Mobile  

 
Knights Templar - Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17 
 

Preceptor Brian Mulcahy Secretary Garry Larsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail brianmul@ihug.co.nz E-mail glars@slingshot.co.nz  
Phone (09)-408-1456 Phone 09 408-2309 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Order of the Secret Monitor 
 

Supreme Ruler Lindsay Stichbury Recorder Pat Severinsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail pladseve@xnet.co.nz  
Phone 09 431 5544 Phone 09 435 1008 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
 
 

This information is presumed accurate at time of publication.  Please advise the Northtalk Editor of any errors, updates, or omissions.  
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