
 
 

 
Editorial 
 
Our Grand Master. MW. Bro Mark Winger 

 
Whenever a new person takes the helm of any organisation, there is an expectation of change. 
There is usually a feeling of trepidation. Jobs might disappear or reorganisation will be made that 
could alter long established processes and conventions. Everyone is comfortable with these so just 
leave them alone please. With it history stretching back many centuries Freemasonry is rightly proud 
of its ancient landmarks and customs and heaven help anyone who tries to tamper with even one of 
these. 
 
In December 2016 MW Bro Mark Winger was appointed to the role of Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of New Zealand. The title “Grand Master” (Latin: Magister generalis; German: Hochmeister) is 
a title given to the supreme head of various orders, including chivalric orders such as military orders 
and dynastic orders of knighthood. This was by no means anything new – our first Grand Master, 
MW Bro Henry Thompson, was appointed in April 1890 with the foundation of the Grand Lodge of 
New Zealand.  
 
On Saturday 22nd April, MW Bro Mark addressed the No 1 District Masters in the Mangonui Kaitaia 

No 78 Lodgerooms as a prelude to the afternoon Installation Ceremony marking the 125 anniversary since the founding of 
Freemasonry in Kaitaia. He was accompanied by RW Bro Peter Muir Junior Grand Warden, VW. Bro Brian Crone, Divisional 
Grand Almoner, and VW. Bro Mark Hall, Divisional Grand Lecturer. The most noticeable feature of this gathering was the 
informality. Mw Bro Mark spoke from the floor of the Lodgeroom without notes, addressed many Brethren by name, and had 
clearly done his homework before he arrived. 
 
He stressed that “power” was now in the hands of the Lodges and the District Grand Masters - not Grand Lodge office in 
Wellington. District Grand Masters are now expected to take much more of a leadership rather than a ceremonial role. They are 
supported by the Divisional Grand Masters and the Grand Master himself who has made his e-mail address available for direct 
communication. He promised that every e-mail will be answered. Laughter followed when he commented that he made no 
promises that the answers will always be pleasing. The Head Office staff restructure and probably sale of the building in Willis 
Street in Wellington were also touched on at this point 
 
MW Bro Mark also stressed the importance of the "Speak Up For Freemasonry Campaign” in revitalising Lodges and getting 
new members to join us. He told of several ways that had been tried and proved successful. He challenged our Northland 
Lodges to not only follow but come up new and innovative ways of helping the Craft grow. 
 
The ongoing work of the Freemasons Charity was discussed. The Freemasons Charity distributes more than $10 million dollars 
annually - nationally, within Divisions, Districts, and towns and cities for the benefit of New Zealand Society. This is certainly 
something we as Freemasons can be proud of. MW Bro Mark then told the gathering that he was making an additional sum of 
$5000 available to the District Grand Master to be used as the District saw fit for charitable purposes. This was gratefully 
acknowledges by the District Grand Master, VW Bro Kevin Burch.. 
 
MW Bro Mark addressed the subject of how the public see Freemasonry as a secret society. He suggested that on a scale of 1 
– 100, with one being the most secret and 100 the least, we actually rate at 98. When one considers how open we are with the 
world about the work we do in our communities, the “traditional secrets” of our ritual are actually of little consequence in the big 
picture. They are historic and truly pale into insignificance beside the other important lessons of our ceremonial ritual and the 
many other benefits that Freemasonry offers it members, their families, and the multicultural communities we live and work in. 
 
Words and phrases like “new broom sweeping clean” strong wind”,” hurricane” or even “tornado”  come to mind when listening 
to MW Bro Mark speaking and answering questions. He does with great alacrity and wonderful sense of humour. He is very 
good at being flippant at his own expense which is a refreshing change from the more traditional formality of the past. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to be with us on this historic weekend MW Bro Mark. We hope that it is not too long before you 
find the time to share the enthusiasm and wisdom of the “Boy from Auckland” with those of us who live up here “North of the 
Harbour Bridge” Periodic top ups work wonders on older batteries. 
 
Fraternally 

 
John MacDonald 
District Education Advisor and Editor Northtalk 
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From Our District Grand Master 
 

Brethren and Ladies 
 
My congratulations to V W Bro Bob Varton and his committee for a very successful 
125

th
 Celebration for the Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No 78 over this last weekend. 

About 85 Brethren attended the Installation of Bro Hubert Neeson, and afterwards 
the celebration dinner and refectory proceedings accompanied by their Ladies.  

The relaxed atmosphere although still professional was greeted by all with a huge thank you from all those 
present. A big personal thank you to all of the Brethren who were able to be present and to those who took 
part in the ceremony. We were honoured to have the Grand Master in attendance accompanied by a large 
number of Grand lodge officers several of whom took part in the ceremony.  A personal thank you for adding 
to the decorum of the day. 
 
While the Installation was in progress the Ladies were taken on a tour to some of the local attractions in 
nearby Ahipara,  west of Kaitaia on the coast ,they visited a Kauri wood turning shop and went wine tasting 
at a local vineyard,       
                                                 
During the morning many of the brethren, and most of the Northland Masters attended a Masters forum at 
the lodge rooms chaired by MW Bro Mark Winger Grand Master, most informative as to what is happening at 
head office and Nationwide within Freemasonry. 
 
As mentioned by our Grand Master, we now must keep the momentum and the enthusiasm going and as we 
prepare for the next Installation of Lodge Whangarei No 102 on Monday 8

th
 May, I have personally contacted 

all of the Grand Lodge officers by phone or email and I am sure those Brethren doing jobs or charges will 
give it their very best. There will be a practice for ALL of the officers taking part in that ceremony on Mon 1

st
 

May, this includes those members acting as Presenting officers & those Masters presenting the working 
tools. 
 
Brethren “If a brother happens to make a mistake from time to time (we all do) let us not forget all the things 
that he has done well.” 
 
Fraternal wishes 
 
Kevin 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

The Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No 78 (1892 - 2017) 
 

 
 
The Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No 78 125

th
 anniversary 

celebrations were held on Saturday 22
nd

 April 2017 in Kaitaia. 
They can best be described as a resounding success and a 
tribute to the efforts of the organising committee who have 
worked so hard to make sure that this milestone in the history of 
Freemasonry in Northland would not go unnoticed.  
 
There were three parts to the event being an address to the 
Masters of all Northland Lodges by the Grand Master, MW Bro 

Mark Winger, followed by lunch at the Northerner Hotel, the Installation of Bro Hubert Neeson as Master and 
the Investiture of Officers or the Lodge. Then followed a Celebratory Refectory at the Northerner Hotel, with 
the usual Masonic Toast list being part of the proceedings. 
 
Seven of Northland’s Masters were in attendance at the morning workshop with the Grand Master. Here a 
free flow of information from the Grand Master was passed on with plenty of opportunity for questions and 
discussion. The other Grand Lodge Officers who had accompanies the Grand Master, RW Bro Peter Muir 
Junior Grand Warden, VW. Bro Brian Crone, Divisional Grand Almoner, and VW. Bro Mark Hall, Divisional 
Grand Lecturer also spoke about their specific areas of interest in the Division and offered their support and 
assistance to the Masters in the activities of their respective Lodges. 
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The Masters of Northland Lodges at the 

Grand Master’s Workshop 
The Grand Master, MW Bro Mark Winger addressing the 

Masters at the Morning Workshop 

 
The Lodge was called on at 1.00pm with visitors received almost immediately. The District Grand Master, 
VW Bro Kevin Brurch was received in due form and then the Grand Master, MW Bro Mark Winger and the 
Officers of Grand Lodge were received. Honours were extended to the Grand Master. A total of 60 Brethren 
were in attendance. The District Grand Master welcomed the Grand Master back to his Mother Lodge with a 
short address to which the Grand Master replied. 
 

  
VW Bro Kevin Burch Dist GM welcomes the  

Grand Master to Northland 
Looking Around the Lodgeroom 
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After the welcome the Grand Master was introduced to the Masters of 8 of the 11 Northland Lodges who 
were in attendance. Apologies were received from the other 3.The ancient ceremony of Installation including 
a Board of Installed Masters was then conducted and W.Bro Hubert Norman Neeson was Installed in the 
Chair of King Solomon as Master of the Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No 78.  
 

 
 

VW Bro Kevin Burch - District Grand Master, Bro John Carter, Mayor - Far North District Council, 
W.Bro Hubert Neeson, Master - Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No 78, MW Bro Mark Winger - Grand Master 
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The Celebratory Refectory saw 85 Brethren and Ladies sitting down to a fine fare at the Northerner Hotel. 
Much praise has been given to the selection of food and wine and also thanks to the folk in the kitchen who 
prepared it. 
 
The Toast to the Queen was given by the Master. 
 
The Toast to the Grand Master was proposed by the District Grand Master VW Bro Kevin Burch. The Grand 
Master, MW Bro Mark Winger responded and once again stressed the importance of the Speak Up For 
Freemasonry campaign and announced the contribution of $5000 seeding capital to a District Charity fund. 
 
VW Bro Bob Vartan, Past District Grand Master proposed the toast to the Master which was responded to by 
W.Bro Hubert Neeson. 
 
W.Bro Roy Scahill the Director of Ceremonies, Proposed a very moving Toast to visiting Brethren. This was 
responded to by W.Bro Alistair Mitchell, Master of Lodge Kororareka No 304. 
 
W.Bro Gary Larsen, Tyler proposed a very humorous toast to the ladies which created much laughter in the 
room. Mrs Jan Neeson, the wife of the Master responded. 
 
W.Bro Hubert Neeson presented the Grand Master, MW Bro Mark Winger with a Kauri bowl to remind him of 
his participation in the day and to say thanks on behalf of the Lodge for the contribution he had made to the 
success of the day.  
 
To mark the conclusion in the usual Masonic manner, W.Bro Gary Larsen, Past Grand Steward, proposed 
the Tyler’s Toast. With many Brethren and ladies staying over in Kaitaia and not having to worry about the 
cleaning up, our reporter on the spots tells us that there was not a stampede to leave. 
 

  
  

 

 
 

Brethren and Ladies Enjoying the Celebratory Refectory at the Northerner Hotel 
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The Anniversary Cake The Master and Grand Master Cut the Cake 

 
W.Bro Hubert Neeson presents the Grand Master MW Bro Mark Winger with a Kauri Bowl 

 
Hi res copies of these photos and others are available on request: 
 
Morning and Installation events.  E-mail the editor 
 
Celebratory Refectory:  W.Bro Gary Larsen 
 
All photos used for publication must be credited to source. Thanks. 
 

 
Now Here Is A Good Idea! 
 

 
Southland Masonic Lodge (Waikaia No 233) opens doors to film fans 
 
Click the link to read the article. 

mailto:editor.northtalk@gmail.com?subject=Lodge%20No%2078%20Photos
mailto:glars@slingshot.co.nz?subject=Lodge%20No%2078%20Photos%20Please
http://www.stuff.co.nz/southland-times/news/91504881/Masonic-lodge-opens-doors-to-film-fans
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Lodge Hikurangi No 140 Labour In Conjunction with Lodge Nth Harbour No 182 and 
Titirangi/Mt Albert 204 
 

 
On Saturday 1

st
 April a large gathering of Brethren from Northland and Auckland Districts met at Hikurangi 

for the Passing of Bro Jericho Balsalubre to the 2
nd

 Degree. What made this such an exciting event was that 
Bro Joshua is originally from the Philippines. The Master of Lodge Titirangi Mt Albert No 2014 and some of 
his Brethren plus Brethren from Lodge North Harbour no 182 are also from the Philippines so with some 
judicious manipulation of dates and conversations between Masters and W.Bro Brian Wakefield of Wellsford 
Marsden Lodge No 169, who is also a member of Lodge North Harbour 182, it was agreed that the 
ceremony would be conducted by Brethren of mainly Pilipino ethnicity. Also in attendance was VW Bro Ariel 
D. Fronda (Dep GL) who was visiting New Zealand for the first time. A great display of the universality of 
Freemasonry right here in Northland District. 
 
The floor work and charges delivered by the visiting Brethren did them great credit. The Brethren of Lodge 
Hikurangi No 140 provided a fine refectory with extra tables being required to accommodate the number of 
visiting Brethren 
 

 
 

The Master W.Bro Glen Clark and Brethren 
of Lodge North Harbour No 182  

 
 The Master W.Bro Christopher Cua Go and Brethren 

of Lodge Mt Albert Titirangi No 204 
 

 
 

 
All Auckland Brethren with the  

District Grand Master Northland  
VW Bro Kevin Burch 

W.Bro Christopher Cua Go, Bro Jericho Balsalubre, 
W.Bro Steve Bailey, Master of Lodge Hikurangi No 140. 

W.Bro Glen Clark 

 
Larger photos available on request. E-mail the editor 

 

mailto:editor.northtalk@gmail.com?subject=Photo%20request
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Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169 Present a Laptop To North Rodney Blue Light.  
 

 
On Saturday evening 1 April, Brethren and Ladies of the Wellsford Marsden Lodge No 169 met with 
representatives of the Wellsford Blue Light at the Three Furlongs Bar & Grill in Kaiwaka to present a new 
laptop computer to replace one that been presented some years previously and had literally worn out 
through continual use. 
 
North Rodney Blue Light is an affiliated branch of New Zealand Blue Light and is a registered charity and 
community youth organisation, located in Wellsford.  The branch has been operational since 1992 running 
programs and activities for youth in the local community free from drugs, alcohol and violence, at an 
affordable cost. 
 
Blue Light works with families, schools, community groups, the Police and other government agencies such 
as NZ Defence Force and the Ministry for Vulnerable Children to deliver a range of programs in education, 
adventure learning, healthy socialisation, youth development and youth crime reduction. 
 
Each branch is responsible for sourcing their own funding to facilitate and provide their own youth community 
programs. 

 
 
Learn more about North Rodney Blue Light on their Facebook  Page. Click the Logo  
 
 
 

The photo’s show Brethren and Ladies listening to a presentation by the Shane Gould, the Blue Light 
Coordinator, explaining some of the activities of this very successful local community group. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Blue Light at Work on a Day Activity. Photo is from their Facebook Page. 

http://www.nrbl.org.nz/north-rodney-blue-light/
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Report On The Divisional Conference. Sat 8th April 2017 
 

 
The Northern Divisional Conference was held at the Alexander Park 
Raceway Conference Centre  
 
The Conference opened with a short address from the Grand Master, MW 
Bro Mark Winger. MW Bro Mark was very confident about the success of 
the Speak up for Freemasonry campaign and in stressing the need for 
changes which he has proposed to the Board of General Purposes as a 
refocus for Freemasonry as it faces the challenges of the 21

st
 Century. 

Some of the changes mentioned included sale of the building in 
Wellington, a review of staff in Wellington and their role. The Freemason 
Magazine is under review as it is costing $100.000 and in his view is not 
value for money for 6000 members. A review of how often Divisional 
Conferences should be held was a suggestion made - annually as at 
present of perhaps 18 monthly? He also spoke about the success of 
Lodges in the Central Division who have made community involvement a 
big part of their focus and how this has had a pay back in applications to 

join the Craft. 
 
RW Bro Peter Benstead, the President of the Board of General Purposes spoke about the direction the 
Board proposes to take during its term. He agreed with the Grand Master’s view and suggested changes and 
told the Conference that the Board as begun work on investigating these. 
 
As a consequence of the proposed changes, the business session and remits took far less that the allocated 
time. There was little discussion as the proposed changes made the remits proposed by the Lodges changes 
to be incorporated in the future direction by the Board of General Purposes. 
 
RW Bro Mike Whitlock spoke of the work being conducted by the Ritual Review Committee. This is an 
ongoing project that has attracted a large number of submissions. RW Bro Mike stressed that Lodges are 
welcome to still submit suggestions to the Committee as there is much work yet to be done. He pointed out 
that Lodges with a number less than 195 or lower are entitled to use original ritual under the Book of 
Constitution Rule 72d. He stressed that the method and mode of working customary in any such Lodge is 
adhered to and suggested that if not already so done, Lodges which are using older workings should write 
them down. Some laughter followed when he asked for a show of hands to indicate which Lodges 
represented in the room were using the current book of ritual. Of the 100 delegates present, few hands were 
raised. RW Bro Mike remarked that this made it very clear the difficulty that was confronting the ritual review 
committee in their work as they seek to produce a ritual that is acceptable to and will be used by Lodges in 
New Zealand. 
 
Lunch followed the presentation of the Heartland Bank awards. 
 
After lunch the National operation Advisory Team update was presented by VW Bro Mike Hattie. Of interest 
in this was the introduction of a proper Honorary Membership Certificate, a new Venerable Membership, and 
a selection of new publications for Lodges. These are all available to Brethren from Lodge Secretary’s. 
 
The major feature of the afternoon session was a tutorial on how to use the Northern Division Website. A 
tremendous amount of work has gone into building this website which is providing us with a new, up to date 
place to get information about what is happening in our Division and District. It is going to require a rethink 
on how we have traditionally done things and how we have communicated with each other as Brethren. 
Some of the content which is currently e-mailed will now be on the website which will mean that if a Lodge 
makes a change to its plans for the month your e-mail box will not receive a heap of e-mails that you have no 
interest in unless you actually ask to be notified of the changes for that district. (Great sighs of relief from 
many for that) All District Grand Masters in our Division will be publishing a Comments Page which they will 
be updated regularly so that may not be in this newsletter anymore. The diary will disappear as Lodge 
Secretary’s will be able to enter their activities with a simple click and submit. If the candidate for degree is 
not able to attend and the work of the evening changes – no problem. A simple click and update and the 
website will reflect the change. Brethren who are planning to visit, plus Brethren of the Lodge will be able to 
go to the site and see the change as soon as it is posted. Another great plus is that much of the mundane 
reporting/requesting that Lodge Secretary’s are required to do will now be done via the website. Drop down 
boxes prevent typing errors and important fields have to be filled in before you get a send button appear. 

RW Bro Gary Salmon  

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
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Brethren can send e-mails to  the District, Divisional/ and Grand Lodge Officers and get a reply back with 
24hrs using forms available on the website.  
 
For some Brethren this change is going to be a challenge. The website is up and active now. Changes to this 
newsletter and how we operate will be introduced gradually over the next few months in conjunction with 
guidance from the Divisional Grand Master, RW Bro Gary Salmon, and District Grand Master VW Bro Kevin 
Burch plus the website team  “post masters” and newsletter editors. Brethren are going to have to change 
their thinking and become proactive rather than reactive which means remembering to bookmark the 
Divisional Grand Lodge website and actually clicking to go there at least once a week rather than waiting for 
an e-mail to just appear in their e-mail boxes.  No different to the changes when the postman used to come 
to the front door and drop the letters through the slot then stopped doing that and made you walk down the 
path to the letterbox to collect your mail. You had to remember to make the effort to walk down the path 
rather than tripping over the letters in the hall. 
 
It is planned to organise some training sessions for Secretary’s and Brethren in the near future. Details to 
follow. 
 
The conference closed with closing remarks from the Grand Master and an opportunity to socialise without 
having to worry about the Auckland traffic nightmare. 
 
On a personal note, congratulations to the Divisional Grand Master and the team who organised the 
Conference. It was great to attend and find an easy to get to venue with plenty of parking, comfortable, 
relaxed environment, superb time allotment and keeping, with everyone from the Grand Master down 
actually providing clear directions for the future of the Craft rather than just contemplating their ceremonial 
baubles of office as so often happens in Freemasonry. 
 
************************** 
 

And Then Came The Internet 
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Northland District Masonic Trust 
 

 
 
Trust Matters 
 
On the 17th March the Northland 
District Masonic Trust celebrated 50 
years of providing housing for 
Northlands elderly!   
 
A series of full page advertisements were 
taken out in local newspapers including 
the Northern Advocate, the Rodney 
Times, the Northland Age, Whangarei 
Report and a special edition of the 
Leader, being circulated throughout the 
Kaipara region including Dargaville, 
Maungaturoto, Ruawai, Paparoa and 
Matakohe. 
 

 

Wellsford Village has been fully repainted and is looking ship-shape as a result.  
However, the recent cyclones created some significant water flows through the village.  As 
a result, Auckland Council, Regional Council, NZTA and our insurers are working together 
to remedy the issues.  And still on the matter of water – following repairs and the 
installation of more drainage behind units 13 and 14 at the village, two springs were 
discovered and have since been dealt with.  This work is now complete. 
 
The Trust also had an insurance claim at unit 15 Hokianga Road Village Dargaville 
following a slow water leak that damaged flooring in this unit.  The repair work has now 
been finished but not without the resident needing to be relocated for three weeks while 
the job was being done. 
 
Directional signage to assist emergency personnel and visitors locate specific units at the 
various villages has also been commissioned and at the time of writing is in the process of 
being installed at all villages. 
 

 

It is with some pride (and not without 
some effort) that the Trust has gained 
accreditation to the NZ Retirement 
Villages Association. 
 
The audit process conducted over the 
first three months of this year was 
extremely thorough and rigorous and at 
times quite arduous!  However this is a 
real feather in the Trust’s cap. 

 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Our Master in the Chair 
 
Bro Roy Unwin - Lodge Whangarei No 102 
 
 

I was born in London United Kingdom, 11/08/1943 
 
I attended Townsfield Secondary Modern, which was the first secondary 
School In England to play Rugby Union. My position - right wing. I 
represented the school & Hayes Mlddlesex as an intermediate boxer 
having many contests sometimes three per day. These were well 
controlled by the ABA and every boxer had a blue record book for medical 
reasons. A highlight for me was in 1956 boxing at an exhibition match at 
the Star and Garter Gymnasium where Archie Moore, the than world 
champion was ln training for his light heavyweight match against Yolande 
Pompey. 
 
In 1958 with my family, I emigrated to Sydney Australia aboard the P & O 
Passenger Liner SS Strathalrd.  We stayed for two years, l trained as a 
Blacksmith Welder manufacturing ornate gates. 
 
In 1961 with my family I travelled to Wellington NZ aboard the Sitmar liner 
Fairsea. l carried on in the same work. I married Janet in1969 and our 
daughter Kirsty was born In 1973. 
 

I joined NZ Foreign Affairs in 1979 for two years as Aid advisor to Western Samoa based in Apia at the 
Western Samoa Technical Institute as Trade Instructor. After this I worked on the Marsden Point Refinery 
expansion as a welding instructor. 
 
We travelled extensively living and working at QA/QC Inspection Management & Supervisory level In South 
East Asia and Australia employed by International Construction Companies on Petro & chemical Installations 
Gold & copper mines, Gas & Water Pipelines 
 
Major Installations were North West Shelf LNG Tanks Australia, and Nam Can Son Pipeline in Vietnam and 
Submarine Pipeline on the Gulf of Thailand. Projects were sometimes In stunning locations where I would 
travel to work by speedboat or Ferry and live In holiday resorts.  
 
In 2011, I returned from Australia and retired to Whangarei. During my retirement I have renovated my 
present home, travelled to the UK and continued with my construction hobbies,  
 
Other achievements and hobbies include1966 & 1967 Wellington Welterweight Boxing Title, NZ institute of 
Welding Committee member Wellington, Auckland branch Secretary until 1978. National Winner of NZIW 
Connelly Cup and Dennis Bona Trophies for Gas & Arc welding,  
 
l haven’t managed any Fishing yet but it’s getting close. 
 
****************************** 

 
What Coming Up In Northland Will Return Next Month 
 



 
 

13 
 

The Grand Lodge Of England Turns 300 This Year 
 

 

 
 
 

Editors Note: For those Brethren waiting to view the first episode of the forthcoming Sky 1 
documentary series ‘Inside the Freemasons’ I am told that it will air on the 17th April at 8.00 
p.m in the UK so will hopefully be shown in New Zealand later this year. It will certainly be 
available on KODI and other Internet channels soon afterwards. 
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UGLE 300 YEAR CELEBRATIONS IN AUCKLAND 
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The Grand Lodge of New Zealand On The Web 
Keep Up To Date With Our Grand Lodge in the 21st Century 

 

 
(Hold Down the CTRL Key and Click The Image(s) To Go There) 

 

 
 

 
 

Facebook Twitter Linkedin Instagram 

 
 
Read The Latest Edition of the Freemason Magazine and Back Issues. Click Here 
 

   
 
 

Check Out The New “Toolbox” Here. 
 
This Online Toolbox is full of helpful tips and tricks to assist Lodges with recruiting, 
community engagement, improve communication, leadership, and much, much more. No 
more excuses for not knowing how to do/start something. You can even post your ideas 
for others to share. Go on line now and rifle through it. Find some treasures. 
 

  

http://freemasonsnz.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/freemasons_nz
https://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=4441841&mostPopular=&trk=tyah&trkInfo=idx%3A3-1-3%2CtarId%3A1424172175759%2Ctas%3AFreemasons+New
https://instagram.com/freemasonsnewzealand/
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/publications
http://freemasonsnz.org/tools/
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The Northern Division Website. 
 

 

 
CLICK THE PICTURE TO GO THERE NOW. 

 
The Northern Division Website is up and working. Although some features are yet to be made active there 
are enough articles and useful information to keep every Brother engrossed for most evenings when there is 
nothing on television and the jobs to be done are mounting up but enthusiasm is low. For the next few 
months in this newsletter we will publish specific step by step guides on how to do things. This month only a 
quick overview to whet the appetite. 
 
Firstly – why a Northern Division Website? Since 1890 when the Grand Lodge of New Zealand was formed 
communications between Lodges, Brethren, and Grand Lodge both upwards and downwards were both 
cumbersome and slow. Even at Lodge level if a Brother was ill or widow died it was quite often the case that 
one or more Brethren did not know till well after the event. We replied on the mailman, phone calls, and 
chance meetings in the street or pub, or sometimes even making a specific visit to communicate with each 
other. A classified advertisement in the daily newspaper was used to advise of an “emergency meeting” 
arranged at short notice and met the requirements of the Book of Constitution. 
 
Today we have the Internet and e-mail. While this has many advantages it also has problems of too much 
information. All too often today we get so much Masonic “mail” that we tend to hit the delete key without 
taking the time to even skim through the contents of the e-mail or attachments. We then complain that we 
were not told about the very important night at XXX Lodge when W.Bro Snodgrass was being presented with 
his XXX service bar. Last but not least there are those who refuse to have Internet or e-mail. That is their 
choice of course but you have to ask – when they buy a new car do they insist that is still has a manual 
gearbox with no synchromesh or do they purchase a new TV set with a mechanical tuner for the 28 channels 
of Freeview? Setting up a Gmail account is free and the local libray offers free access to the Internet and e-
mail. Senior Net is there to help folk learn to “do the things” they need to know about the Internet and then 
there are children, grandchildren, friends, neighbours, and Brethren, able to help within reason. 
 
Our website is designed to provide multiple services. A who’s who, information about your Divisional and 
District Team members, communication, what’s on information, education, history, great reading, and most 
importantly a mailing list so that you can control what you get in your mailbox. Lodge Secretary’s will be 
really impressed as much of the paper work that they have had to do manually can now be done online 
through the ‘Resources” drop down tab at the top of the page. Previous editions of the New Zealand 
Craftsman from 50 and 100 years ago are featured and will ultimately be all available once they are scanned 
and catalogued. 
 
You can upload articles of interest, ask questions, and even post Death Notices. This is a Masonic resource 
for everyone. Join the mailing list by filling in the box at the bottom of the page. Keep informed of changes. 
 
Start using it today and check back frequently for updates. It is there for YOU 

 

http://www.themasons.org.nz/ndiv/
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Masonic Education Page 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
 
Hold Down the CTRL Key & Click The Logo To Go To The Education Pillar Blog 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Hold A Serendipity Event In Your Lodge 
 

 
When you are looking for a night of something different for your Lodge to 
enjoy, extend an invitation to your District Education Advisor to join you 
and share a night of masonic learning.  
 
Choose from a variety of formats – Quizzes about Degrees, History, Ritual, 
Layout, Tracing Boards, Q&A. Act out the Durham Lectures or Antient 
Charges, or mix some of the options up.  
 
Lots of fun and ensure a pleasurable, mutual sharing of “ignorance”! No 
one gets a chance to fall asleep! 
 
Contact W.Bro John MacDonald – (09) 439 4790 or email 
editor.northalk@gmail.com  

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

A Few More “Did You Know That”? 

 
 In 18th century England, gambling dens employed someone whose job was to swallow the dice if 

there was a police raid. 
 

 At any given time, there are 1,800 thunderstorms in progress over the earth's atmosphere. 
 

 A "jiffy" is an actual unit of time: 1/100th of a second. 
 

 Leonardo Da Vinci invented scissors. 
 

 According to Genesis 1:20-22, the chicken came before the egg. 
 

 Men can read smaller print than women. Women can hear better. 
 

 An iguana can stay under water for 28 minutes. 
 

 Horses can't vomit.  
 

 A pregnant goldfish is called a twit. 
 

 The first Fords had engines made by Dodge. 
 

 Ancient Egyptians slept on pillows made of stone. 
 

 "Go," is the shortest complete sentence in the English language.

http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
mailto:editor.northalk@gmail.com
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 “Sum Speakin’ Up” From Fred Inkstone (Esquire) at Mitimiti 
 
 
Gidday. Me old mate, was up here the other day an popped in for a cuppa. Told me about the 
“Speak Up For Freemasonry” campaign the GM’s got going and asked me if I would like to write 
something for his newsletter. The editor’s an old buddy from National Service back in the 60’ so I 
said OK. Cor it was cold down in Burnham Camp back in them days. Minus 5 in the mornings. Snow 
on the Suthern Alps as well. Never that cold up here in Northland. So I’m going send him an e-mail 

once in a while with sum thorts to fill in a page for him when he has some spare space an nothin’ else to say. 
 
Talkin about e-mail here’s a story for you. Was with me mate Hori up the road the other day looking thorough some stuff 
in a shoe box he’d found up in the roof of his place. House used to belong to his Dad, Rewi. In it were some old Lodge 
papers that took me back a year or twenty. I was in a Lodge down in Taranaki once. Even made Master as well. Crickey, 
really flash these papers were. All nicely printed with curvy, gold, edges. Got me thinkin’. Had a good mate down there in 
the Naki, Mike Baylis. Now Mike had a 1957 Ford Fairlane. One of those big Yank tanks. We used to put a 27 gallon keg 
in the boot and head off to visit other Lodges in the Province. Many’s the day we arrived back at our farms just in time to 
shuck off our Lodge clobber, toss on the overalls and gumboots, unchain the dogs, and go get the cows in for milking. 
The old teat scrubs weren’t 100 percent those mornings I can tell you. As for saddlin’ up the horses. Strewth. That’s 
another story. Bridle ‘n a blanket. Just like the Indians in the cowboy movies we used to watch on a Saturday night in the 
old Devon Street theatre in New Plymouth. Can’t remember what it was called now - the Mayfair or something. Old age 
gets to you eh? 
 
Anyway I decided to find out if Mike was still alive and kicking. Must be well into his 80’s now. Put some petrol into the 
old Series 1 Landrover, tied a rego plate onto it with some number 8 wire cos there’s a cop in Rawene . Even got a 
warrant on it. How about that? Bowled onto the car ferry to get across the Hokianga then headed into the library to use 
the free e-mail. No flash Internet service in Mitimiti yet. Gonna arrive sometime they reckon.  Looked up the Net for the 
address of the Secretary of me old Lodge in Taranaki and asked him if Mike was still a member or if he knew where he 
lived now. The Net’s really useful when you know how to use it eh? Not that hard to learn either. 
 
Went back a week later. Had to go into town and buy some stuff at the 4 Square, and get a bit of welding done at the 
garage. Popped into the library while I was waiting to see if there was a reply. Blow me down. I nearly deleted it. Just as 
well I had me new $2 Shop specs on. Thought it was spam. Had the name Mary in the From line. Don’t know any Mary’s 
in the Naki. If I did an’ the missus found out she’d kill me. Lucky that me eyes caught the words Mike Baylis in the text. 
Now come on you blokes in the big smoke. I know that a lot of you get your old shiela to do your typing for you but we 
don’t have shielas In our Lodges. What are you doin sending out e-mails from your Lodges with girls names on them? 
This one even had her name at the bottom as well. Once upon a time us Masons prided ourselves on being one cut 
above all the other bloke’s clubs in this country. What the hell’s happened? Certainly dropped a few notches on the letter 
writin’ stuff. Now you got this Speak Up For Freemasonry thing goin’ your gonna have to create a good look for that. 
That’s for sure. Let’s jack things up a bit. OK? 
 
How? Easy! Get your Lodge a G-mail account. It is free and anyone can set it up. If you don’t know how to - ask any 10 
year old kid. They’ll to do it for you. In the From line stick the name of your Lodge. That’s what everyone’s gonna see. I’m 
a bit old fashioned so I’ve put me moniker as Mr Fred Inkstone Esquire. Pretty flash eh? Just an ordinary joker usually 
but makes me look quite important when I bitch to the local MP about the state of the roads up here. Not done any good 
so far but I keep trying. Winston hasn’t been here for a while neither. If he did he would sure make some noises when he 
got back to Wellington. Anyway - make your Lodge look posh. Be proud of it. Put your name as Secretary at the bottom 
like used to happen I mean I know you love your old shiela but hey – she didn’t sign up for the job of Secretary at the last 
Installation. You did. Make sure she gets some flowers and a box of chockies for her help though. She sure works hard 
like all our old dears do. A big hug goes a long way as well - even if you haven’t given her one in donkey’s years. Makes 
her  jump like a startled bunny. That’s always good for a laugh.  
 
So there you go. If you are coming up to Mitimiti give us a bell. We got rid of the party line a few years back but if you 
can’t find the number just ring anyone here. They won’t put you crook. The missus can throw on a batch of scones or 
even a roast if you’re lucky. We still make our own butter. Much better than the stuff from the shop. The last lot of 
raspberry jam dear me ol’ Tilly made is just die for.. We can always put some hay bales in the shed and hose down some 
old cow covers I still got to keep you warm if you wanna stay the night. Good to have visitors. We can sink a few pints 
and chinwag about the old days. Even got some Pimms for the girls in the grog cupboard. If your missus doesn’t like 
Pimms you can bring some Auckland plonk if you want. Got a box of wine glasses somewhere which we got for a 
wedding present. Never been opened. We might be out in the backblocks a bit but you can still enjoy some good old 
Northland hospitality. Even got an inside dunny and electricity now. Tilly lamps still hanging on the balcony but. Don’t use 
em now much. How about that? 
 
Jus’ thinkin as well. Must get round to goin’ back to Lodge. Keep meanin’ to. Workin’ on it. One day soon. 
 
Catch ya later anyway. 
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As We Were in the Mid 19th Century In New Zealand. 
 
 

All these clips are taken from early New Zealand newspapers via Papers Past This month the clippings are 
once again from all over New Zealand in the years between 1867 and 1869. Note the way a lady sneaked 
into a Lodge and heard and saw two degrees being worked. Apparently she took note of the ancient 
penalties of the obligations???  

 

 

 
NELSON EXAMINER AND NEW ZEALAND CHRONICLE,  

VOLUME XXVI, ISSUE 14, 31 JANUARY 1867 
WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME I, ISSUE 31, 

8 JULY 1867 

  

OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 803, 20 APRIL 1867 
NELSON EXAMINER AND NEW ZEALAND 
CHRONICLE, VOLUME XXVII, ISSUE 60,  

19 MAY 1868 

 

 

 

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 1230,  
24 OCTOBER 1867 

WEST COAST TIMES, ISSUE 667,  
13 NOVEMBER 1867 

 
 

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast
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MARLBOROUGH EXPRESS, VOLUME III, ISSUE 120, 6 JUNE 1868 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME VI, ISSUE 

1604, 15 JANUARY 1869 

 

 

EVENING POST, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 15, 2 MARCH 1868 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME V, ISSUE 

1349, 13 MARCH 1868 

 

 
 

 
 

OTAGO WITNESS, ISSUE 893, 9 JANUARY 1869 
TIMARU HERALD, VOLUME X, ISSUE 396,  

13 MARCH 1869 

 

 
Donate Online by clicking HERE 

http://www.stjohn.org.nz/Support-us/Supporters-Scheme/
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Also Worth a Read On A Cold Night – Scroll down to read the Masonic Article. 
(Too Long to fit in the boxes) 
 
Freemasonry. What Is it? 
PRESS, VOLUME XI, ISSUE 1447, 28 JUNE 1867 
 
MASONIC PRESENTATION. 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 1239, 4 NOVEMBER 1867 
 
ST. ANDREW'S MASONIC LODGE, No. 418, S.C., AUCKLAND. 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME V, ISSUE 1266, 5 DECEMBER 1867 
 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR - FREEMASONRY (ROYAL ARCH MASON) 
NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME V, ISSUE 1271, 11 DECEMBER 1867 
 
CONSECRATION OF THE NEW MASONIC LODGE, "ST. ANDREWS KILWINNING." 
WANGANUI HERALD, VOLUME II, ISSUE 10, 11 JANUARY 1868 
 
FREEMASONRY. (From Chamber's Edinburgh Journal.) 
EVENING POST, VOLUME IV, ISSUE 5, 19 FEBRUARY 1868 
 
PRIESTLY PERSECUTION OF FREEMASONS. 
WELLINGTON INDEPENDENT, VOLUME XXII, ISSUE 2638, 20 FEBRUARY 1868 
 
PUBLIC MEETING RE ESCAPE OF THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
WEST COAST TIMES, ISSUE 783, 27 MARCH 1868 
 
GREYMOUTH LODGE CONSECRATED 
WEST COAST TIMES, ISSUE 835, 27 MAY 1868 
 
LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE OF THE NEW MASONIC HALL 
OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 2004, 2 JUNE 1868 
 
MASONIC HALL, DUNEDIN. 
PRESS, VOLUME XII, ISSUE 1689, 6 JUNE 1868 
 
MASONIC FUNERAL IN THE UNITED STATES 
GREY RIVER ARGUS, VOLUME VI, ISSUE 420, 22 SEPTEMBER 1868 
 
A FEMALE LODGE OF FREEMASONS. 
TARANAKI HERALD, VOLUME XVI, ISSUE 848, 24 OCTOBER 1868 
 
CELEBRATION OF ST ANDREWS DAY 
OTAGO DAILY TIMES, ISSUE 2129, 1 DECEMBER 1868 
 
INSTALLATION OF PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER 
STAR, ISSUE 191, 22 DECEMBER 1868 
 
ROYAL FREEMASONS. 
DAILY SOUTHERN CROSS, VOLUME XXV, ISSUE 3649, 30 MARCH 1869 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP18670628.2.17?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/NZH18671104.2.25?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/NZH18671205.2.20?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/NZH18671211.2.24.2?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/WH18680111.2.9?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/EP18680219.2.10?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/WI18680220.2.21?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/WCT18680327.2.11?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/WCT18680527.2.13?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18680602.2.11?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP18680606.2.19?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/GRA18680922.2.16?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/TH18681024.2.28?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/ODT18681201.2.15?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/TS18681222.2.5?query=Freemasonry
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/DSC18690330.2.45?query=Freemasonry
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Confusion On The Road? 
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Happy (Real Age) Birthdays for May 
 
 
 

Title Name Surname Lodge Name Lodge No 

Bro Paul Searle Mangonui/Kaitaia 78 

Bro Ra Heke Mangonui/Kaitaia 78 

Bro Darren Atkinson Mangonui/Kaitaia 78 

Bro Hubert Neeson Mangonui/Kaitaia 78 

WBro Ian Cook Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

WBro Neil Stevens Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

WBro Kevin Treadwell Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

WBro Wiremu Puriri Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

Bro Ludwig Leiberfeldt Kaikohe/Ohaeawai 101 

WBro John Tomson Whangarei 102 

WBro Stanley Bartlett Whangarei 102 

WBro Samuel Fife Whangarei 102 

Bro George Beveridge Whangarei 102 

Bro Karl Pinnell Whangarei 102 

WBro Alan Bishell Hikurangi 140 

WBro Ivan Berryman Hikurangi 140 

WBro John Tilley Hikurangi 140 

Bro James Foster Hikurangi 140 

Bro Marc Olsen Wellsford/Marsden 169 

WBro Kevin Joll Kororareka 304 

Bro John Carter Kororareka 304 

VWBro John Campbell Kerikeri 402 

Bro Norman Lloyd Kerikeri 402 

WBro Selwyn Batger Hatea 431 

WBro Neil Stevens Hatea 431 

RWBro Douglas Ballantyne Hatea 431 

Bro Malcolm McKerrow Hatea 431 

Bro Richard Wickens Hatea 431 

WBro Neil Stevens Okara Daylight 461 

WBro John Tomson Okara Daylight 461 

WBro Stanley Bartlett Okara Daylight 461 

VWBro Terrence Eacock Okara Daylight 461 
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Northland Emergency Services Trust 
 

Click This Button to Securely Donate Online 
Your Life May Depend On It One Day Soon 

 

Some Famous Freemasons 
 

Reference: http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php  
 
Massey, Hart Almerrin (1823-1896) 
 

The ‘Massey’ in Massey-Ferguson farm 
equipment, Hart Massey was a businessman 
who became a philanthropist. 
 
His grandson was the famous method actor 
Raymond Massey. 

 
  
Mayer, Louis Burt (Real name: Lazar Meir) 
(1884-1957) 
 

Born near Kiev in the Ukraine, Mayer is 
generally credited as the creator of the actors’ 
‘star system’ and was also the ‘Mayer’ in 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM) in its golden 
years. Known as “L.B.”, he believed in 
wholesome entertainment and went to great 
lengths to ensure that MGM had on their 
books, “more stars than there are in the 
heavens”. Mayer was a member of Cecile 
Lodge No.568, New York. 

 
  
McKinley, William (1843-1901) 
 

25th President of the United States (1897-
1901), McKinley’s presidency was marked by 
the Spanish-American War (1898), the 
annexation of Cuba and the Philippines, an 
open-door policy with China, and the passage 
of the Gold Standard Act in 1900. McKinley 
was of Scottish / Irish ancestry. He was 
initiated into Freemasonry in 1865 in Hiram 
Lodge No.21, Winchester, West Virginia, 
becoming a Knight Templar by 1884. He 
became a charter member of Eagle Lodge 
No.431, Ohio; later renamed ‘William McKinley 
Lodge’ in his memory. William McKinley was 
assassinated by an anarchist in Buffalo, New 
York in 1901, and the American nation 
mourned his loss.. 

 

http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/famous.php
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Menzies, Sir Robert Gordon (1894-1978) 
 

The 12th (and longest serving) Prime Minister 
of Australia, Robert Menzies was a member of 
Austral Temple Lodge No. 110, Victoria. He 
was renowned as a brilliant speaker, both on 
the floor of Parliament and on the hustings; his 
speech, “The Forgotten People”, is an example 
of his oratorical skills. Throughout his life and 
career, Menzies held a strong belief in the 
Monarchy and in traditional ties with Britain. In 
1963 he was invested as the first, and only, 
Australian Knight of the Order of the Thistle. 
Menzies is regarded highly in Prime Ministerial 
opinion polls and is equally highly regarded in 
Australian society for his tenure in the role.  

  

Mesmer, Franz Anton (1734-1815) 
 

Anton Mesmer was a German physician with 
an interest in astronomy. He theorized that 
there was a natural energetic transference that 
occurred between all animated and inanimate 
objects that he called ‘magnétisme animal’ 
(animal magnetism) and other spiritual forces 
(often grouped together as mesmerism). The 
evolution of Mesmer’s ideas and practices led 
Scottish surgeon James Braid to develop 
hypnosis in 1842. Mesmer’s name is the root of 
the English verb “mesmerise”.  
  
Michelson, Albert Abraham (1852-1931) 
 

Born in Prussia, Albert Michelson moved with 
his parents to North America where he became 
a pioneering physicist and, in 1882, 
successfully measured the speed of light. For 
this, and other work in optical instrumentation, 
in 1907 he became the first American scientist 
to win a Nobel Prize. Michelson attended 
Washington Lodge No. 21 in New York City.  
  
Mitchell, Reginald Joseph CBE (1895-1937)  
 

R. J. Mitchell was a British aeronautical 
designer, best known as the creator of the 
Supermarine Spitfire fighter plane of Battle of 
Britain fame, and the Supermarine S.6B that 
won the Schneider Trophy in 1931.  
 
Mitchell joined Jasper Lodge No. 3934, UGLE 
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Molson, John (1763-1836) 
 

John Molson was an English-born 
entrepreneur who, in Canada in 1787 started 
the Molson Brewing Company. It was an 
immediate success. John Molson was a 
member of St. Paul’s Lodge No. 374, UGLE, 
Montreal, and also a Past Provincial Grand 
Master. 

 
  
Monkhouse, Robert Alan ‘Bob’ (1928-2003)  
 

An English entertainer, comedy writer and 
actor, Bob Monkhouse was also well known on 
British television as a presenter and game 
show host. Most famous for his quick ad-lib 
and one-liner jokes, Monkhouse attended 
London’s Chelsea Lodge No.3098 UGLE 

 
  
Monroe, James (1758-1831) 

 
5th President of the United States (1817-1825), 
James Monroe’s administration was marked by 
the acquisition of Florida in 1819, and the 
profession of the ‘Monroe Doctrine’ (1823), 
which declared U.S. opposition to European 
interference in the Americas. James Monroe 
became an Entered Apprentice Freemason in 
Williamsburg Lodge No. 6, Williamsburg, 
Virginia on 9 November 1775. 

 
  
Montgolfier, Jacque-Étienne (1745-1799)  
Montgolfier, Joseph-Michel (1740-1810) 
 

Jacque-Étienne along with his brother, Joseph-
Michel, was co-inventor of the hot-air balloon 
which caused a sensation, bordering on a 
miraculous event, when it flew over Paris in 
1783. Montgolfier was initiated into Loge des 
Neuf Sœurs in Paris in 1784. 
 
Joseph-Michel, like his brother, was initiated 
into the Parisian Loge des Neuf Sœurs (Trans: 
Lodge of the Nine Sisters) in 1806. 
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Some Masonic Poems By Bro Robbie Burns 
 

 
 

Inauguration of Robert Burns as Poet Laureate of Lodge Canongate Kilwinning, No.2,  
1st March 1787 

 

Ye Sons of Old Killie 
 
This song was sung at a festive meeting of the 
Kilmarnock Masonic Lodge in 1786, presided 
over by William Parker, the Master. 
 
Ye sons of old Killie, assembled by Willie, 
To follow the noble vocation; 
Your thrifty old mother has scarce such another 
To sit in that honoured station. 
I've little to say, but only to pray, 
As praying's the ton of your fashion; 
A prayer from thee Muse you well may excuse 
'Tis seldom her favourite passion. 
 
Ye powers who preside o'er the wind, and the 
tide, 
Who mark'd each element's border; 
Who formed this frame with beneficent aim, 
Whose sovereign statute is order: 
Within this dear mansion, may wayward 
Contention 
Or wither'd Envy ne'er enter; 
May secrecy round be the mystical bound, 
And brotherly Love be the centre!  

The Mason's Apron 
 
There's mony a badge that's unco braw, 
Wi' ribbon, lace and tape on; 
Let Kings and Princes wear them a', 
Gie me the Master's apron! 
The honest Craftsman's apron, 
The jolly mason's apron, 
Bide he at hame, or roam afar 
Before his touch fa's bolt an' bar 
The gates of fortune fly ajar, 
'Gin he wears the apron! 
For w'alth and honor, pride an' power, 
Are crumbling stanes to base on; 
Fraternity sh'u'd rule the hour 
And ilka worthy Mason! 
Each Free Accepted Mason! 

  

Tam Samson's Elegy 
 
Kilmarnock lang may grunt an' grane, 
An' sigh, an' sab, an' greet her lane, 
An' cleed her bairns, man, wife, an' wean, 
In mourning weed; 
To Death she's dearly pay'd the kane, 
Tam Samson's dead! 
 
The Brethren, o' the mystic level 
May hing their head in woefu' bevel, 
While by their nose the tears will revel, 
Like ony bead; 
Death's gien the Lodge an unco devel; 
Tam Samson's dead! 

Tam Samson sent for the poet to prove that he 
was still living, whereupon Burns wrote another 
verse, as follows: — 
 
Go, Fame, an' canter like a filly 
Thro' a' the streets an' neuks o' Killie; 
Tell ev'ry social honest billie 
To cease his grievin'; 
For, yet unskaithed by Death's gleg gullie. 
Tam Samson's leevin'! 
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Some Ideas To Improve On In the Shed Over Winter? 
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Northland District Key People Contact Information 
 
 

   

   
   District Grand Master V.W Bro Kevin Burch (09) 438 9023 

021 528 860 kjburch@ihug.co.nz 
 

       

   District Grand Director Of Ceremonies W.Bro Trevor Hall  027 027 471 1665 
trev@orcon.net.nz 

 

       

   Grand Steward W Bro T A Hawtin 022 474 1230 
thraw2015@hotmail.com 

 

       

   Grand Steward W Bro HC Chamberlain (09 437 0411 
skey@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

   Education Advisor 
Northtalk Editor 

W.Bro John MacDonald (09) 439 4790 
028 258 85111 
john@merlin.net.nz 

 

       

   District Property & Heritage VW. Bro  
Bryan Wiig 

(09) 437 2840 
021 105 6857 
wiigy1@orcon.net.nz  

 

       

   Benevolence Bro James Foster (09) 439 5955 
faj@xtra.co.nz 
 

 

Our Lodges, Higher Degrees, and Other Orders 
 
The Hokianga Lodge No. 69 

 
Master Karl Freeze Secretary Garth Coulter 
Address 1 Hamblin Street 

Kaitaia 0410  
Address PO Box 79 

Rawene 0443 
E-mail karlandgwen@vodafone.co.nz E-mail harboursidebnb@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 405 7801 Phone (09) 405 8246 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
 
The Mangonui Kaitaia Lodge No. 78 

 
Master Hubert Neeson Secretary Bob Vartan 
Address 29 Lori Lane  

Coopers Beach  
Mangonui 0420  

Address 7 Braemar Avenue 
Coopers Beach 
Mangonui 0420 

E-mail hnj@xtra.co.nz   E-mail arjayvee@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 406 0227 Phone (09) 406 1239 
Mobile  Mobile 021 1558 540 
 
 
The Kaikohe Ohaeawai Lodge No. 101 

 
Master Robert Goodhue Secretary Michael Weber 
Address 66 Albert Street 

Kawakawa 0210 
 

Address PO Box 17 
Mangonui 
Northland 0442 

E-mail o211252754@yahoo.co.nz  E-mail topenzfishing@xtra.co.nz 
Phone  Phone (09) 406 2088 
Mobile 021 125 2754 Mobile  
 
 
Lodge Whangarei No. 102 

 
Master Roy Unwin Secretary John Farley 
Address 2 - 44 Highfield Highway   

Maunu 
Whangarei 0110 

Address 163 Church Street 
Onerahi 
Whangarei 0110 

E-mail anne.fife@xtra.co.nz E-mail cathjohnf@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 438 2032 Phone 09 436 0806 
Mobile  Mobile (021) 155 0223 

 

mailto:wiigy1@orcon.net.nz
mailto:faj@xtra.co.nz
mailto:harboursidebnb@xtra.co.nz
mailto:hnj@xtra.co.nz
mailto:o211252754@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:topenzfishing@xtra.co.nz
mailto:anne.fife@xtra.co.nz
mailto:cathjohnf@xtra.co.nz
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Lodge Hikurangi No. 140 

 
Master Steve Bailey Secretary Alan Bishell 
Address 346 Kamo Road 

Kamo 
Whangarei 0112 

Address 28B Elizabeth Street 
Kensington 
Whangarei 0112  

E-mail dallasandsteveb@xtra.co.nz E-mail hikalodge@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 435 5601 Phone (09) 437 3036 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
    
Wellsford Marsden Lodge No. 169 

 
Master Lindsay Stichbury Secretary Graham Rogerson 
Address 58A Garbolino Road 

RD 5 
Wellsford 0975 

Address 16 - 5 Waiatawa Road 
Tikipunga 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail cls-2008@vodafone.co.nz E-mail edh7514@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 431 5544 Phone (09) 437 1598 
Mobile 027 430 4200 Mobile 021 308 069 
 
Lodge Parahaki No. 269 

 
Master Alan Martin Secretary Ian Franks 
Address 65 Whau Valley Road 

Whau Valley 
Whangarei 0112 

Address 17C Albert Street 
Whangarei 
0110 

E-mail alanohmartin@gmail.com E-mail ianfranks888@yahoo.co.nz 
Phone (09) 437 3125 Phone (09) 437 5966 
Mobile 027 244 7373 Mobile  
 
Lodge Kororareka No. 304 

 
Master Alastair Mitchell Secretary William Noble 
Address 1 Gould Street 

Russell 0202 
Address PO Box 228 

Russell 0242 
E-mail alastair@riskandinsurance.co E-mail commodores.lodge@xtra.co.nz 
Phone (09) 403 7530 Phone (09) 403 7899 
Mobile  Mobile  
 
Lodge Kerikeri No. 402 

 
Master John Anderson Secretary Thomas Hawtin 
Address 4002 SH10 

Kaeo 0478 
Address 30 Mawson Avenue 

R D 2 
Kerikeri 0295 

E-mail anderwood4002@yahoo.co.nz E-mail williamthawtin@gmail.com 
Phone (09) 405 1248 Phone (09) 407 6136 
Mobile 021 100 73767 Mobile  
 
Lodge Hatea No. 431 

 
Master Timothy Barry Secretary Kevin Peachey 
Address 107 Portland Road 

RD 8 
Whangarei 0178 

Address 17 E Albert Street 
Whangarei 0110 
 

E-mail 357lookeast@gmail.com E-mail kevinpeachey@vodafone.co.nz 
Phone 09 432 2753 Phone 09 435 2916 
Mobile 027 722 8064 Mobile 021 758 822 
 
Okara Daylight Lodge No. 461 

 
Master Trevor Lawrence Secretary Dennis Scollick 
Address 10 Workman Way  

Onerahi 
Whangarei  0142 

Address 162 Fairway Drive 
Kamo 
Whangarei 0112 

E-mail pattrelaw@ihug.co.nz E-mail gwesco@clear.net.nz 
Phone 09 436 5388 Phone 09 435 5308 
Mobile 021 256 5164 Mobile  
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Whangarei Royal Arch Chapter No 27 

 
1st Principal Gary Peterken Scribe 

E/Recorder 
Graham Morris 

Address  Address  
E-mail gary@justcabins.co.nz  E-mail graym@sanp.net.nz 
Phone 09 434 0695 Phone 09 435 1139 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Hokianga Royal Arch Chapter No 71 

 
1st Principal Peter Young Scribe 

E/Recorder 
Wayne Maday 

Address  Address  
E-mail hokiangabuilders@gmail.com  E-mail wmaday@kinect.co.nz  
Phone  Phone 09 407 8761 
Mobile 022-102-8263 Mobile  

 
Kaipara Maharangi Royal Arch Chapter No 80 

 
1st Principal Ron Teague Scribe ERecorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail lois.ron@vodafone.co.nz  E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz  
Phone 09 432 8066 Phone 09 425 8664  
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Bay of Islands Cryptic Council No 65 

 
TIM Gary Peterken Scribe ERecorder Mark Norgate 
Address  Address  
E-mail gary@justcabins.co.nz  E-mail mhnorgate@clear.net.nz  
Phone 09 434 0695 Phone 09 435-4027 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Mahurangi Cryptic Council No 80 

 
TIM Ron Teague Recorder Dave Starr 
Address  Address  
E-mail lois.ron@vodafone.co.nz  E-mail starrdust@xtra.co.nz 
Phone 09 432 8066 Phone 09 425 8664 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Whangarei Rose Croix Chapter No.776 

 
MES Dennis Turner   Recorder Steve Shervell 
Address  Address  
E-mail lesturne@me.com  E-mail steve.shervell@hotmail.com  
Phone  09 438-8268 Phone 09 459-5932 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
Kaitaia Preceptory No. 17 

 

Preceptor Peter Young Secretary Garry Larsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail hokiangabuilders@gmail.com  E-mail glars@slingshot.co.nz  
Phone  Phone 09 408-2309 
Mobile 022-102-8263 Mobile  

 
Order of the Secret Monitor 

 

Supreme Ruler Sam Fife Recorder Pat Severinsen 
Address  Address  
E-mail anne.fife@xtra.co.nz  E-mail pladseve@xnet.co.nz  
Phone 09 438 2032 Phone 09 435 1008 
Mobile  Mobile  

 
 
 

This information is presumed accurate at time of publication.  Please advise the Northtalk Editor of any errors, updates, or omissions.  
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