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Great time for bowling  

on the 19th 

at Claudelands 



      
 

 

 

 

 

Worshipful Master 

W.Bro. Richard Kyle 

23 Kiwi Avenue, 

Hamilton 

 PH. 027 5298 977 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   Treasurer 

  W.Bro. Adrian de Bruin 

   265A Hakirimata Rd 

                 Ngaruawahia  

  Ph.  07 829 7786 ( eve )  

  

 

 Dear Brother,  

  The Master invites you to attend the Regular Meeting of the Lodge,  

        to be held in the Hamilton East Masonic Centre, Grey St.,  

              Hamilton East , on Thursday  20th April 2017, at 7:30 pm   

 

     Ceremony:  -     Education night,   -    Discussion on future of Lodge Consolidation. 
   

    1. Confirmation of Minutes 

    2. Accounts for payment 

    3. Treasurer ’ s report.  

    4. Correspondence 

    5. Almoner ’ s report 

    6. General Business 

      W.Bro Trevor Service,  -  Hon. Secretary. 

 

 Officers of the Lodge  - 
 

 I.P.M. - W.Bro Murray Loft   Dep. Master - W.Bro Don McNaughton  

 Sen. Deacon -  W.Bro Stephen Weller  Jun. Deacon - W.Bro Darryl Gray 

     Chaplain -  W.Bro Keith Buick             Dir. of Ceremony - W.Bro Brian Cowley 

     Inner Guard - Bro Loren Rout-Brown  Tyler - W.Bro Bryan Dawson 

 Ass. D.O.C. -  W.Bro Bob Ancell  Almoner - W.Bro Graham Hallam 

 Organist - Bro Norm Weir   Steward - Bro Geoff Cooper 

 

Lodge Rooms Phone number  -  021 0856 7657 

 
   

Senior Warden 

W.Bro. Dennis Mead. 

14 Lochinvar Drive 

Hamilton 

PH. 07 846 3801 

Junior Warden 

W.Bro Bill Newell 

Villa 19,  St. Kilda Retirement Village 

91 Alan Livingstone Drive, Cambridge,  3434 

Ph  07 2601019 

 

Secretary 

W.Bro. Trevor Service 

    P.O. Box 4014 

     Hamilton.  3210 

     Ph. 07 843 7365 ( eve )  

NOTICE PAPER 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 To be Initiated  -   Mr. Shattay Philip 
 

 To be Passed to the Second Degree  - 
  

 To be Raised to the Third Degree  -   
  

   

 Please contact the Almoner, - 

 W.Bro Graham Hallam,  07 855 5198 in all cases of difficulty, sickness or distress.  
 

 Please contact the secretary to update any items, and the membership listings,   

  Secretary ’ s details  -  W.Bro Trevor Service,  5  Bremridge Place       

       Hamilton,  3206.   Ph  -  07 843 7365     Mob  -  0211 775710 

   e-mail  address  -  lodgehillcrest363@outlook.co.nz 
 

 Editor of the Plumbline   -   W.Bro Graham Hallam. 

  Ph 855 5198 ( eve )     e-mail  -  mallah@xtra.co.nz 
 

 Lodge ’ s Web page  -  www.lodgehillcrest.org.nz  
 

 Lodge Notices. 

  Master ’ s visiting programme during April /May 2017 

            as seen on the monthly Lodge calendar, back page. 

 

 

Lodge Monthly Diary  -  April 2017 
 

Thursday, 6th April at 7:00pm.  Junior Warden meeting  and practice.. 

Thursday, 13th April at 6:45pm.  Management meeting and practice. 

Thursday, 20th April at 7:30pm.  Regular monthly meeting. 

 

  

 

 

.Hillcrest Brethren with Masonic Birthdays in April 

( W hen they were Initiated and when they joined Hillcrest )  
 

   Tony Hilton -  In. 11/04/60. J/Hillcrest - 2004  ( 57years )  

Paul Sutcliffe - In. 18/04/68   ( 4 9 years )  P.DGM. 

Gary Murray  -  16/04/2010 

 

 

Special Thanks  — 

Lodge Hillcrest 363 would like to thank most heartedly the  

following business for their continued support throughout the year 
 

FAIRVIEW MOTORS  -  JAMES R. HILL  

LODGE HILLCREST 363 



 
 

    

 

“ Y our Masonry ”  
 

Masonry is a group of men at work, godly men, seeking to overcome the spirit of 

Godlessness in the world, for the Spirit of Masonry is the Spirit of Godliness. 

There is a need for this Spirit in the world today when God is being decisioned out of 

life. Masonry is not a religion, but it is made up of godly men, men who have professed  

their faith, their belief in God. 
 

Masonry is a group of men at work seeking to overcome the spirit of selfishness in the  

world. The spirit of Masonry is a spirit of friendship and brotherly love. 

Masonry is an organisation in which we are taught, not only our duty to God, 

but also our duty to our fellow man.  
 

Masonry is a group of men at work seeking to overcome the spirit of immorality 

in the world, for the spirit of Masonry is a spirit of morality and virtue. 
 

As we follow the teaching of morality and virtue we are better men and thereby 

we help to build a better world. 
 

It ’ s a known fact   -   that you cannot have a better world without better men. 

        Anon. 

 

Masters Report   -   April 2017 

 

Greetings Brethren,  

 Not a Huge amount to report this month, it has been fairly quiet for me on the visiting front  

in the blue Lodges. At the end of February Lodge Hamutana hosted a Grand Lodge Visit to present 

W.Bro Rod Harper with His Roll of Honour Badge, shortly thereafter, I assisted with a Second  

Degree working at Lodge Piako, a most pleasant evening and great final night for their worshipful 

master, Carlos delos Santos. 
  

The Lodge Social at the Claudelands Lawn Bowls Club was a fantastic affair, although it proved  

difficult to name a winner, all present felt it necessary to meet again in the future for a rematch. 

( I f there is a next time, it would be great if a few more of you could come. )    
  

I am still looking forward to the installation at Te Aroha in a few days, and in Early April, the Grand 

Masters Visit to Nau Mai, which promises to me an Educational affair. 

We also have the Northern Divisional Conference and the Piako installation as major landmarks in 

the coming weeks.  
 

We should have completed a series of initial feedback in regards to the formation of the new lodge 

in Hamilton, The new projected date for Formation of this new Lodge is expected to take place 

around September based on current projections. 
   

Please also Remember to bring in your Boxes of donated goods for the annual garage sale, the 

sooner the better so we can begin sorting and pricing well before the day arrives.  
 

Brethren, Please have a safe Easter out on the roads, and I look forward to seeing you all at the 

various events in April.  

 

Fraternally,  

W.Bro Richard Kyle       



 

Garage Sale   -  29th April 

Garage Sale   -  29th April 

Garage Sale   -  29th April 

    Help requested  !!!!!!! 



 
 

Consolidation Committee Report 
 

 After a period of break over the summer months the Consolidation Steering  

Committee, and it workgroups are getting back to work. Lodges Hamutana,  

and Te Marama have met to put forward thoughts and ideas for improvement  

 

An emergency meeting for Lodge Hillcrest members was called for,  

and for ALL Lodge members to attend. 

This was held on the 23rd March where opinions were well discussed. 

  

 Suggestions brought to the meeting and discussed were  —- 

The Name of the new Lodge 

Suggestions for improvement to the draft documents in circulation: 

Budget 

Ceremonial workings 

New Lodge By-laws 

Plumbline 

 

 The Consolidation steering committee will be meeting again soon with the other 

Lodge committee members to further discuss these recommendations. 

 

 Once finalized work can begin on a variety of projects relating to the  

formation of the new lodge, these are the far more ‘ fun ’  bits of  

the process such as jewel designing, lodge social activity planning as  

well as planning and preparing consecration festivities.  

It goes without saying that the amount of work to be undertaken will require  

all members to commit what time they can without overly  

interfering with their familial and civil duties. 

 

At the same time the much more esoteric issues of recruitment, retention,  

long term planning, and long term strategic goal setting, will begin under the  

Blue Skies Committee. This ongoing project will tackle the hard and meaty issues 

 facing not only this new lodge, but how we can work closely with the long-term  

plans and goals of District, Provincial, and National Grand Lodge.  

 

The conversations within Blue Sky are expected to be frank, and incorporate a  

holistic worldview, which means exploring the interrelationships between the  

Craft and Local, National, and Global civil society as well as how we can best  

serve the community well into the future. This will require some crystal ball gazing,  

and the contingency planning that comes along with it, so we are not caught  

unaware when significant environmental, civil, social, or scientific advances occur.  

When these do happen unexpectedly, convening and adapting our strategy to suit  

will be paramount to remaining viable into the future. 
 

                                                                                    W.Bro Richard Kyle.     WM. 

 

 



Should the Dean wear a beard. ?? 

 

by the Bishop of London, the  

Right Rev Richard Chartres. 
 

In British parishes where there are a lot of Muslim immigrants, the bishop commends bearded  

clergy for “ reaching out to the people. ”  

One of the priests praised by the bishop said he found having a beard helped to provide a  

connection with many people in his parish ( around 85 per cent of whom are Muslim ) .  

Another vicar said: “ One guy approached me about a year and a half ago and said: ‘ I can  

respect you because you have got a beard ’ .  

“ I  said ‘ that ’ s really interesting, Why? ” . He replied that a beard ‘ s hows dedication and 

commitment to something and shows wisdom. ’  
 

It appears that in many Middle Eastern and Asian cultures a man with a bearded appearance 

tends to be more associated with “ h oly things ”  than people who are clean shaven. 

In Islam, beards are viewed as an “ a dornment ”  and Muslim men are encouraged to grow them 

to honour the Prophet Mohammed ( who used to dye his beard with henna ) .  
 

Many orthodox Jewish men also wear beards, because of the traditional interpretation of a verse 

in the Old Testament as a ban on shaving. However, the Bible also forbids beard-trimming. 

When military chaplains in the Jewish army were told recently to remove their beards, a  

prominent chaplain described the order as being like “ something from the Nazi era. ”  

In the late second century, St Clement of Alexandria condemned shaving, saying it is “ unholy to 

desecrate the symbol of manhood.”  
 

Disagreements over facial hair were even one of the factors in the Great Schism of 1054 which 

separated the mainly clean-shaven western church (controlled from Rome ) , from the more 

heavily bearded eastern church ( centred around Constantinople ) .  

In the 12th century, Pope Alexander III reaffirmed a ban on clergy wearing beards, ordering  

archdeacons to “ forcibly shave priests ”  if necessary ( now that would be interesting if it applied 

today! ) .  

Henry VIII put a tax on beards, but the king  made sure his own was exempt. 

Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury in the 166s and 1670s, is thought to have been the 

last bearded Primate of All England, until Rowan Williams in July 2002. 
 

Article presented by  -  Venerable, Rev. Bro. Reg Nicholson,  Tawhiri Lodge No 166 

 
‘ L odge Garage Sale ’  

 

Garage Sale is to be on Saturday 29th April 2017. 

at Lodge rooms, Grey St., Hamilton East. 
 

So, Com ’ on do some ‘ de-cluttering at home and 

make the sale a good one. 
 

You can start to bring items to the rooms now, so get in touch with 

Adrian deBruin who is co-ordinating this day and arrange with him 

any delivery needed, or for any help required. 
 

Helpers will be required on Friday 28th for setting up and pricing 

so please consider your help availability.  



 

 "HOW MANY DEGREES? 

 by Bro. W.D. Riddell    -    Lodge of Research No 445 
 

 How many Degrees are there in Freemasonry? Three? Six? Thirty Three?  ......... ? 

One might think that the New Zealand Masonic Directory would help to answer this question. But on 

glancing through its pages one can understand that some confusion exists in regard to the various 

Masonic Orders and Degrees and their relationships one to another. Not only do we have, in New 

Zealand, Craft Lodges under four different Constitutions, but there are also four Supreme Grand 

Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, a Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, Cryptic  Councils, 

The Order of the Secret Monitor, The Ancient and Accepted Rite Rose Croix of H.R.D.M., and so on. 

An attempt to resolve this confusion by reference to a Masonic Encyclopaedia makes matters worse 

when one is confronted with an alphabetical list of more than 1100 different Degrees. 

It is some comfort, however, to note that the Grand Lodge of New Zealand recognises only six  

Degrees and that many of the 1100 listed in the Encyclopaedia were short lived or are no longer 

worked. 
 

It is important at this point to differentiate between the terms Degree and Rite. 
 

A Degree is some ceremony which advances the candidate to a higher rank, including the  

communication of secrets, peculiar to that Degree, which are denied to members of lower Degrees 

as firmly as they are to complete strangers. 

A Rite is a collection of Degrees which are customarily considered as a group or unit, either because 

of having a common government or being associated in a succession or schedule of working. 

One must remember also that Freemasonry in New Zealand began with Lodges working under the 

Constitutions of England, Scotland and Ireland, and that Lodges of these Constitutions still exist 

alongside those belonging to the Grand lodge of New Zealand. Perhaps we may find the answer to 

the question ‑ ‑ ‑ How many Degrees?" if we take what might be described as a conducted tour of 

the listings in the Directory. 
 

CRAFT DEGREES. 

The Craft Degrees form the foundations of Freemasonry. They are sometimes known, especially in 

Scotland, as St. John's Masonry.  Originally a two degree system, the Master Mason ’ s degree was 

added about 1730 to complete the trio as we know it today. 

The Entered Apprentice Degree contains the principal cardinal virtues, tenets and moral teachings 

with some definitions of the lodge and its contents. 

The Fellow Craft Degree is the most operative and architectural in character with little symbolism or 

moral instruction 

The Master Mason Degree presents the Temple and Hiramic legends with the drama familiar to all 

Freemasons. 

The whole carries the candidate neither to the completion of the Temple nor providing him with the 

genuine secrets of a Master Mason. 
 

ADDITIONAL DEGREES. 

An exiled Scottish Jacobite supporter, Chevalier Michael Ramsay, is said to have been responsible, 

with others, for the appearance of the Hauts Grades which emerged in France about 1738 ‑ 40. To 

the foundation of Craft Freemasonry were added many different themes, including elaborations and 

extensions of the Temple and Hiramic legends, so as to cover events subsequent to those of the 

Third Degree. The term Scots or Scottish was applied to many of these creations  though they 

had no connection to Scotland or Scottish Freemasonry. 
 

ROYAL ARCH DEGREES 

Among the degrees which appeared in England about the same lime, but quite unconnected with the 

French Hauts Grades, were those of Royal Arch Masonry. In a contemporary view, as the three 

degree Craft system emerged from one of two degrees, so the Royal Arch emerged to complement 

the whole. Its part is that of completing the Master Mason's quest ‑  seeking for that which was lost 

‑  and it must be viewed as an integral part of Freemasonry today. 



 
 . New Zealand adopted the Scottish system of conferring three degrees ‑  Mark Master, Excellent  

Master and Royal Arch, though in Scotland the Mark degree is a fourth degree in Craft Masonry. 

In Ireland the Mark and Royal Arch Degrees only are conferred, though their Royal Arch does contain 

a condensed version of the ‑ passing the veils" ceremony of the Excellent degree. 

The English Grand Chapter confers only the Royal Arch degree, the Mark degree being under the 

control of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons. 

The three Craft degrees together with those of the Royal Arch are the only six degrees recognised by 

the Grand Lodge of New Zealand as being pure Antient Freemasonry. 

Known as side degrees of the Royal Arch are the Royal Ark Mariner and Red Cross of Babylon. 

The ROYAL ARK MARINER degree is based on the legend of Nosh and the Flood. 

The RED CROSS OF BABYLON consists of three degrees ‑  Knight of the Sword, Knight of the East 

and Knight of the East and West. They are founded on incidents which occurred during the reigns of 

Cyrus and Darius, Kings of Persia, and illustrate the difficulties and interruptions  

experienced by the Jews in rebuilding the Temple of Jerusalem. 
 

THE CRYPTIC RITE. 

The Cryptic Rite originated in France as one of the Hauts Grades and was transmitted from there to 

the United States. It did not appear in New Zealand until 1936 and is administered by the Royal Arch 

Grand Chapter, though it is not related to Royal Arch Masonry.  The Select Master degree should 

perhaps be conferred first, as in this degree Hiram Abif is still alive and is the principal actor, the 

scene being laid in the Temple and the main event being the deposit of the Secret. The timing of the 

Royal Master is between the discovery of the body of Hiram and the raising and final interment, the 

principal event being a conference between Adonhiram  Hiram's successor, and the two Kings.  

The degree of Super ‑ Excellent Master is timed long subsequent to the others having to do with the 

destruction of the First Temple and the exile of the Hebrews. 
 

ALLIED MASONIC DEGREES. 

In 1980 a Grand College was formed in England to have charge of various degrees which had no 

central government i.e. they were detached, wandering, or side degrees. By the Constitution of 1902 

the English College assumed control over 32 degrees. among them being Holy Royal Arch Knight 

Templar Priests, which is listed in our Directory. For most of these degrees a Master Mason ’ s De-

gree is a prerequisite. 
 

THE ORDER OF THE SECRET MONITOR. 

The Order of the Secret Monitor is an additional degree controlled by a Grand Conclave. A Monitor is 

a book containing ritualistic material. 
 

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR. 

The order of Knights Templar originated with the Scottish Masons in France and its candidates must 

first be Royal Arch Masons. Its legend goes back to the Crusades. 

Three degrees are conferred ‑  Red Cross, Knight of Malta and Knight Templar. The Red Cross is 

not conferred in England and only the Knight Templar in Scotland. 
 

THE MASONIC AND MILITARY ORDER OF THE RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE, K.H.S. AND 

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST. 

This is an order of Masonic Knighthood, the 23rd degree of the Early Grand Rite, a collection of de-

grees works Scotland in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
 

THE ROYAL ORDER OF SCOTLAND. 

This is a very old tow degree rite probably of English origin which is stated to be `for the preservation 

in its purity of St John's Masonry ’ . 

Among the peculiar provisions of its law is one making the King of Scotland hereditary Grand Master, 

and a chair is kept vacant for him at every meeting. 

The degrees conferred are Heredom of Kilwinning and Rosy Cross. 

 



. 

The interesting tradition connected with the Rosy Cross is that King Robert the Bruce of Scotland,  

having received great services from a party of Masons who had fought under him at the Battle of  

Bannockburn in 1314, conferred upon them the civil rank of Knighthood, with permission to them to 

accord it in their Grand lodge to those faithful and patriotic Brethren who might succeed them.  

The rituals of this order are expressed in old English doggerel rhyme dating from the 18th century. 
 

THE SCOTTISH RITE. 

This is one of the two main rites in the United States. In 1754 the Chapter of Clermont was  

established in France to administer the Hauts Grades. It is said to have controlled a 25 degree system 

known as the Rite of Perfection. This rite was brought to America in the 1760s.  In France it died out 

about 1780 and records of its progress in America are scanty   In 1801 a John Mitchell and a  

Dr. Frederick Dalcho produced certain Constitutions of 1786 for the Ancient and Accepted  

Scottish Rite of 33 degrees, being 8 degrees imposed upon and interspersed with those of the Rite 

Perfection. 

   From the early 19th century the history of the Scottish Rite becomes a major part of the history of 

Freemasonry, being one of the most widely dispersed of all rites. From America it migrated to  

England as the Ancient and Accepted Rose Croix and to Scotland as the Ancient and Accepted  

Scottish Rite. 

   The first three degrees of the Scottish Rite are those of Craft Masonry. Of the others, the 18th and 

30th ‑  33rd degree are worked, the remainder conferred. 
 

THE YORK RITE. 

This leads inevitably to mention of the other great rite in the United States, the York Rite.  

The name York is one of oldest and most celebrated in both the legendary and authenticated history of 

Freemasonry. Not only do the Gothic legends relate the first National Assembly of Masons in the 10th 

century AD and the first royal charter issued by King Athelstan, both at York, but the first known  

reference to the Royal Arch degree mentions its working at York. 

The term York Rite has come by common usage to describe, in the United States, the Craft  

degrees with the Royal Arch and Knight Templar degrees, together with the associated degrees of 

Mark, Excellent Master, Past Master, Red Cross and Knight of Malta.   It should be noted that the  

Excellent Master degree of the York Rite is not the same as that of Royal Arch and that the Past  

Master degree is peculiar to the United States, being a device to advance those who had not been 

installed as Master of a Craft lodge. 

This completes our tour of the Masonic Directory.  Has it enabled us to answer the question ‑ ‑ ‑ How 

many degrees are there in Freemasonry? ‑ ‑   

Perhaps not ‑  but if it has helped to dispel some of the confusion about Masonic degrees then our 

journey will he have been worthwhile. 

 

COMMEMORATING THE BIRTHDAY OF GEORGE WASHINGTON 
 

 On February 22, 1983, America celebrated the birthday of its first President and benefactor, 

George Washington. In all American history he alone deserves the approbation, “First in war,  

first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen. " 

Fourteen Presidents of the United States have been Freemasons, but only George Washington was 

both President and Master of his Masonic Lodge at the same time. During his adult life Freemasonry 

was his constant guide and support. He became a Mason in the Masonic Lodge at Fredericksburg,  

Virginia, on August4, 1753, when he was twenty ‑ one years old. When Alexandria Lodge, Virginia was 

chartered in 1788, George Washington became its Charter Master. 

The Lodge at Fredericksburg permits the Bible on which Washington took his obligations as a Freema-

son to travel to other Lodges, always with an honour guard. 

When Washington was inaugurated the first time as President of the United States in New York City, 

April 30,  1789, Chancellor Robert R. Livingston, Grand Master of Masons in New York, administered 

the oath of office with the President's hand resting proudly upon the Bible from St. John's Lodge. 



 

 

 . 

LET THERE BE LIGHT. 

QUESTION and ANSWER CORNER 
 

One of the aims of the Waikato Lodge of Research No. 445 is to promote Masonic education within the 

district and to assist in the implementation of this policy, a series of Ouestions and Answers . 

These two questions & answers have been excerpted from the book‑ ‑ ‑ T he Freemason at Work ‑  

by that well known Masonic  author, Bro. Harry Carr. 
 

THE QUEEN AND THE CRAFT 

 Q I am told that it is wrong to toast 'The Queen and the Craft'. It seems illogical to couple 

a lady with a Masonic toast. What is the rule? 

 A. When this toast is given, the Lodge is not bestowing Masonic honours on a lady, but 

displaying its proper and loyal duty to the Crown. In mediaeval times the Old Charges required  

masons, at every grade in their careers, to swear loyalty to the King. The toast 'the King and the Craft' 

is given with 'Fire', quite properly, even if the King is not a Mason; and it is given to the 'Queen and the 

Craft' when there is no King. 
 

THE ATTENDANCE (SIGNATURE )  BOOK 

 Q    In our Lodge, the W. M. asks, 'Has every Brother signed the appearance Book?'  

Why and what is the origin of the custom of signing the book? 

 A. The surviving ( operative )  minutes, from 1598 to c. 1700 show that Masons in Lodge  

usually signed their names, or marks, in the minute book, or their presence was recorded there by the 

Secretary. Often he gave only the name of the Master or presiding officer. 
 

   Soon after the formation of the first Grand lodge in 1717 the Craft was troubled with clandestine 

'makings' of Masons.  In 1723, a London newspaper, The Flying Post or Post ‑Master, printed a  

Masonic exposure, rather a paltry piece.   A more interesting one, The Grand Mystery of Free ‑ Masons 

Discover'd, appeared in 1724 and 1725, but none of them seems to have done much damage. 

In October, 1730, however, Pritchard published his sixpenny pamphlet Masonry Dissected, which must 

have caused a sensation. It was the first work that described a system of three degrees; it contained 

the first printed version of the Hiramic legend and much interesting material besides. It ran through 

three editions and two pirated versions before the end of that year.   On 15 December 1730, Grand 

Lodge took steps: The Deputy Grand Master took notice of a Pamphlet lately published by one 

Pritchard who pretends to have been made a regular Mason: In Violation of the Obligation of a Mason 

which he swears he has broke in order to do hurt to Masonry and expressing himself with the utmost 

indignation against both him ( stiling him an Impostor )  and of his Book as a foolish thing not to be 

regarded.   But in order to prevent the Lodges being imposed up on by false Brethren or Impostors: it 

was proposed till otherwise Ordered by the Grand lodge, that no Person whatsoever should be  

admitted into Lodges unless some Member of the lodge then present would vouch for such visiting 

Brothers being a regular Mason, and the Member's Name to be entered against the Visitor ’ s Name in 

the Lodge Book, which was unanimously agreed to. 

As a matter of convenience, most Lodges now-a-days keep an Attendance Book ( or Signature 

Book )  which records signatures of all members and visitors with other requisite details.   

   

 

   

 

Cont  - 

 Acting as Grand Master pro tem of the Grand Lodge of Maryland on September 19,1973, 

George Washington laid the cornerstone of the Capitol at Washington, D.C. He was buried with  

Masonic ceremonies at Mt. Vernon by Alexandria Lodge on December 18, 1799. 

George Washington was continuously responsive to Freemasonry. As an example of his deep  

interest, he wrote to a Masonic Lodge in Rhode Island in 1790, `Being persuaded that a just  

application of the principles on which the Masonic Fraternity is founded must be promotive of  

private virtue and public prosperity. I shall always be happy to advance the interests of the Society 

and to be considered by them as a deserving brother ’ .   In the American history of Masonry, older  

in years than the Declaration of Independence, and the United States Constitution, no Mason has 

been more deserving of the title `brother ’   than George Washington. 



 

  

. 

   

 

 

  

  

ETIQUETTE IN THE LODGE 

by W.Bro. A.A. Israel. 
 

  The following lecturette was prepared at the request of our Worshipful Master as a result of several 

discussions which he, W. Bro. Evans and I had regarding the different customs and styles we encoun-

tered whilst occupying the chair of Master of our respective Lodges.   Many of the differences we  

encountered were, I am sure, due to the different established customs which exist within certain 

lodges, and, more particularly, between different districts.  But others, I am equally certain, exist  

because of a lack of direction in this area. 

   As a visitor, one's first encounter with formal Masonic activity is of course one's entrance into the 

Lodge. It is correct for Masters of visiting Lodges to be received into the Lodge room before any other 

visitors, i.e. the Master of a visiting Lodge is received before a Past Master of another Lodge.  

It is perhaps germane at this point to digress and mention the often erroneously used term ‑ sitting 

Master ‑ ‑ ‑ .  For the period a Worshipful Brother occupies the Chair of King Solomon in his Lodge, 

he is the Master of that Lodge and you will note that I have said that all Masters, not all  sitting Masters 

are received before other visitors. There can be only one Master in any particular Lodge and therefore 

the term Master indicates clearly that he is in active office at that time. 
 

   It is also strictly correct for the visiting Masters to be received in inverse order of their respective 

Lodge's seniority on the register of Grand Lodge of NZ i.e. the junior Lodges before the senior e.g. the 

Master of the Waikato Lodge of Research No. 445 would be received before the Master of Lodge 

Kaimanawa No. 426, working up to, of course, the Master of Lodge Ara No. 1. Whilst this is strictly 

correct, Tylers should not be overly hidebound by this statement since, particularly in the Waikato area 

where distances between lodges are great, due allowance is going to have to be made for the fact that 

because of the distance travelled and the nature of his occupation, a Master of one of the more junior 

Lodges may have trouble arriving in time to be received among the foremost of the visitors. Neverthe-

less, having due regard to that statement, it is important that all Masters are received before any other 

Brethren are admitted.  An adherence in this regard, particularly at Installation Meetings where large 

numbers of visitors are received, will obviate the rather 'Jack ‑ in ‑ t he ‑ box' appearance within a 

Lodge room when the entrance of visiting Masters is interspersed with those of other Masonic rank. 
 

   The announcement of visiting Brethren varies much both within and outside the district. The truly 

correct form is ‑ ‑ ‑ t he Master of The Waikato Lodge of Research number four hundred and forty-

five, Worshipful Brother Verrall ‑ ‑ ‑ .  Note that he is not announced as the Worshipful Master, he is 

THE MASTER of Lodge etc., he is Worshipful Brother Verrall.  It is a matter of personal preference as 

far as I am concerned that Masters, and other Worshipful Brethren whose names are announced at 

the door of the Lodge and by the Junior Warden, have their Christian names included, i.e. Worshipful 

Brother Peter Verrall, since I think this results in a slightly more friendly introduction, in accordance 

with the fraternal attitudes of the Craft.  Note too, that the Lodge number is announced in its correct 

numerical form of 'four hundred and forty five'.  This is not a telephone number and should never be 

announced as 'four four five' or 'double four five'. 
 

   Visiting Masters are, of course, always conveyed to the East for a personal introduction to the  

Master of the Lodge where they receive a formal welcome. For this purpose the Director of Ceremo-

nies should be standing close to the position from which the visiting Master salutes so that he is 

clearly visible and ready to convey him to the East for the introduction. All too often, Directors of  

Ceremony materialise from the most unlikely positions, and there is a short hiatus while the visiting 

Master, often in strange surroundings, is left to find his bearings and is wondering if he should proceed 

to the East alone. In other districts, and I speak from experience in particular of the Auckland district,  

it is customary for visiting Past Masters to be also extended this courtesy. 
 

  In spite of constant admonitions to the contrary, it is still not uncommon to observe, particularly at 

Installations, the reprehensible custom of visiting Masters, after having saluted on their entrance into 

the Lodge, turning to the Senior Warden or Master Elect to greet or congratulate him, prior to being 

conducted to the East by the Director of Ceremonies 



  This is very definitely not only Masonically incorrect but verges on disrespect as they are then turn-

ing their backs on the Master of the lodge. It is not, of course, incorrect for visiting Senior  

Wardens and other Brethren who have accompanied their Master on a visit. on proceeding to their 

seats after their Master has been received in the East, to briefly greet the Senior Warden 
 

Should visitors be received in any other Degree than the first, they must salute not only with s..p and 

s... of the Degree in which the lodge is open, but also all below it.  This, of course, applies not only to 

visitors but to any Brother on his first admission into the Lodge, e.g. any member of the lodge who 

was not present when the lodge was opened but is admitted at a later portion of the ceremony when 

the Lodge has been raised to a Superior Degree.   Many of our Brethren assume that this custom is 

reserved solely for Installations but, in fact, a perusal of the general instructions in the front of our 

ritual books will reveal that this applies at all times. 
 

   It is perhaps in the area of greetings taken at the Third Rising at the close of the ceremony that the 

widest differences are encountered. Some years ago, Grand Lodge issued an instruction that,  

particularly at Installations, greetings be held to a simple form and not be permitted to become overly 

extended and flowery.  A usual form of greeting from a visiting Master is, ‑ Worshipful  

Master, I bring you fraternal greetings and hearty good wishes from Lodge Tauhara number three 

hundred and seven ‑ ‑ ‑ .  Note that, as Master, he, to all intents and purposes is the Lodge, and it is 

unnecessary and indeed wrong for him to employ the phrase "from the Officers and Brethren of 

Lodge etc.  As Master of his Lodge any statement he makes in his official capacity is deemed to be 

coming from his Lodge in its entirety. I personally do not consider it improper when greetings are 

given at an Installation meeting, for him to add the phrase "and congratulations ” , or some words of 

similar import. When congratulations are doubtless being conveyed by other Brethren it would sound 

churlish indeed for him to omit these. likewise at Christmas meetings it is common to also convey 

'and best wishes for the festive season ’ where again the omission would sound ill mannered. 

Again, brevity is the key ‑ note and such phraseology as "wishing you, your Officers and Brethren, 

their families etc, ’  is tending towards the verbose, and not in accordance with the Grand Lodge 

recommendation. It is not considered good form at an Installation meeting where a Master may have 

been asked to present the Working Tools or act as a Presenting Officer, for him to thank the Master 

"for permitting me the honour of playing some part in the ceremony’ .   Where the visitor conveying 

greetings is not the Master, it is quite proper for him in this situation to convey greetings from the 

Master of his Lodge where he has been requested to do so by his Worshipful Master. In this case, 

his greeting normally takes the form "Worshipful Master, I bring you fraternal greetings and best 

wishes from the Master, Officers and Brethren of Lodge etc ’ .  This is the form also employed when 

a Brother or Worshipful Brother has been requested by the Master to represent him at a meeting.   

In all other cases the normal greeting is simply from Lodge. 
 

  It is of interest to note that in the Auckland area where there are a large number of Lodges in  

relatively close proximity, in order to abbreviate the taking of greetings from the usually  

numerous Masters attending an Installation meeting, for one Master to be selected to convey  

greetings and best wishes on behalf of all the Auckland and South Auckland Lodges.  

He commences these by calling upon all Brethren from these Lodges to be upstanding and then 

conveys greetings in a slightly more extended form. 
 

   Whilst the foregoing lecture does not purport to be a directive in these matters, it was compiled 

after a series of discussions with experienced and senior members of the Craft, and may perhaps be 

of interest as a general guide, rather than a set of rules, and may stimulate further discussion in the 

areas covered. 

 

“ I magination was given to man to compensate him for what he isn ’ t. 

A sense of humour was provided to console him for what he is. ”  

      Francis Bacon. 



Sprig of Acacia 
 

 The Acacia is a shrub or tree of the mimosa family, native of the warm regions of both hemi-

spheres, particularly to be found in Africa, the Middle East and Australia. 
 

There is said to be some 550 species of the genus, which is distinguished by small regular globase 

headed, or cylindrically spiked yellow flowers. In Australia and New Zealand it is more usually known 

as ‘ Wattle ’  having reference to the fact, because of its hard, fine grain, its durability and it being 

heavier than water, it is particularly impervious to insects that makes it ideal timber for the construc-

tion of huts and fences. 
 

There is so considerable a variety of species of wattle, or acacia, that one could plant a number of 

trees so selected that at least one would be flowering at any given time during the year.  
 

In the Middle East and Northern Africa it was the characteristic tree of the desert wadis, especially of 

the Sinai and Dead Sea areas, often to be found growing in small clefts between the rocks of the 

otherwise bare mountainsides. 
 

It was this which inspired Thomas Moore to pen the well-known lines -; 

 “ O ur rocks are rough but, smiling there, 

 Th ’  Acacia waves her yellow hair, 

 Lonely and sweet, not loved the less, 

 For flow ’ ring in the wilderness. ”  
 

Various passages in Exodus and Deuteronomy of the Bible refer to the Acacia as the Shittah tree, 

Source of shittim wood, so eminently suitable for the manufacture of furniture, cabinets etc.,  

particularly where durability is a desirable factor. It comes as no surprise, then, that this was the 

timber selected for the manufacture of the Ark of the Covenant, and the boards, tables etc., of the 

Tabernacle. 
 

Being put to such use, a use undoubtedly accounted for the aura of sanctity with which it was  

surrounded in the minds of our ancient Hebrew brethren. According to Dr.F. Dalcho ( an Atholl 

Grand Lodge initiate in South Carolina, USA, and well-known American Masonic author and  

orator )  the ancient Hebrews always planted a sprig of acacia at the head of the grave of the  

departed friend. He claimed that this custom arose from circumstances associated with their  

ancient laws, which provided that no dead bodies would be allowed within the walls of their city. 

As their laws insisted that no Priest could actually cross a grave, it was necessary to place some 

distinguishing mark as a warning. 
 

Undoubtedly, because of its durability and other factors previously mentioned, a Sprig of Acacia was 

chosen for this purpose. However, this does not apply in the 21st Century. So, when one adds to the 

factors already discussed, the fact that the acacia tree is and ever-green and as such, a fitting em-

blem of immortality, it is easy to understand why a sprig of this tree is so meaningful to our fraternity 

and is used in so solemn a manner at a Masonic funeral. 

. 

 

Any help needed ????? 
 

As we continue to progress through the year we need to keep in touch with our Masonic  

families and to see if there is any jobs that are needed to be done for any of them 

around their properties, in particular. 

The year is fast moving and some gardening, hedge trimming and other jobs may need attention. 

So, be aware of our families and if you know where help is needed, 

get in touch with W.Bro Murray Loft   -   lofties@xtra.co.nz   -  or ph 8465577 

         Ed. 



  

 

 

‘ M emories ’  

 

I remember the corned beef of my childhood, 

The bread that was cut with a knife. 

When the children all helped with the housework 

And the men went to work, not the wife. 

The cheese never needed a fridge, 

And the bread was so crusty and hot. 

The children were seldom unhappy, 

And the wife was content with her lot. 

 

I remember the milk from the bottle, 

With the yummy cream on the top. 

Our dinner came hot from the oven, 

And not from a freezer or shop. 

The kids were a lot more contented, 

They didn ’ t need money for kicks, 

Just a game with friends out on the road, 

And sometimes the Saturday flicks. 

 

I remember the slap on my back-side, 

And the taste of soap if I swore. 

Anorexia and diets were not heard of, 

And we hadn ’ t much choice what we wore. 

Do you think that that bruised our ego,? 

Or our initiative was destroyed.? 

We ate what was put on the table, 

And I think life was better enjoyed. 

   

    Anon. 

 

 

 

Visiting   ?? 
 

Brethren  -  The Master has been out visiting at many Lodge ’ s and represents all of 

you at these occasions.  He has been very fortunate that a goodly number of Lodge  

Hillcrest brethren have been with him on these occasions. 
 

Brethren, don ’ t leave the visiting to the few regulars, why don ’ t some of you come with 

the Master and enjoy the company of many other brethren from many other Lodge ’ s.  

We are pooling our cars and arrange pick-up if required,  so you can get a lift...…. 

Ring our JW and try to come.  -  I encourage you all to do so.       Ed. 



 

Garage  Sale  -  29th April 

Garage  Sale  -  29th April 

Garage  Sale  -  29th April 

    Help required  !!!!!!! 


