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First Master of Lodge Waikato 475 

 

W.Bro Ian (Willy )  Willetts 

and his Wardens. 
 

SW  -  W.Bro Graham Hallam    

 JW  -  W.Bro Adrian de Bruin. 



      
 

 

 

 

                                   Worshipful Master 

                                  W.Bro. Ian ( W illy )  Willetts 

                                   302 Te Kowhia Rd 

Te Kowhai,   R.D. 8 Hamilton 
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 Dear Brother,  

  The Master invites you to attend the Regular Monthly Meeting of  

   Lodge Waikato, to be held in the Hamilton East Masonic Centre,  

         Grey St., Hamilton East , on Thursday 14th December 2017, at 7:30 pm   
 

     Ceremony:    -    Second degree working  - ( B ro Shatty Philip )  

  1. Confirmation of Minutes 

  2. Accounts payable 

  3. Treasurer ’ s report 

  4. Correspondence 

  5. Almoner ’ s report 

  6. General Business 

  7.          Notice of Motion  - 
 

“ T hat we enact the Lodge Waikato 475 

Bylaws as approved by Grand Lodge. “  
 

Senior Warden 

W.Bro. Graham Hallam 

40 Wymer Terrace 

Hamilton 

PH. 07 855 5198 

Junior Warden 

W.Bro Adrian de Bruin 

 265A Hakirimata Rd 

       Ngaruawahia  

Ph.  07 824 7234 ( eve )  

Treasurer 

W.Bro. Alan Harrop 

18 Cherrywood St 

Pukete 

Hamilton 

Ph  027 499 5733 

Secretary 

W.Bro. Bill Newell 

Villa 19   -  St. Kilda Retirement Village 

91 Alan Livingstone Drive 

Cambridge,  3434 

0211 775710 

NOTICE PAPER 

Lodge contact address  - 

Lodge Secretary,    -  e-mail  -  lodge.waikato@gmail.com 

 

Try  - 

Try to live our lives by the teachings of Freemasonry,  -  to love one another 

and remember that all men are interesting if you take the time to listen to them,  

that every man has some knowledge, some experience,  

some quality that you do not have, so accept him as a brother and learn  

from him, and in due course grow to love one another, as true Masons. 

        R.W.Bro Robert Taylor. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 To be Initiated  -    
 

 To be Passed to the Second Degree    -  Bro. Shatty Philip 
  

 To be Raised to the Third Degree  -   
  

   Please contact the Almoner, -  W.Bro Rod Harper   -   Ph 07 8560022 

 in all cases of difficulty, help, sickness and/or distress.  
 

 Please contact the secretary to update any items, and the membership listings,   

   Villa 19,  91 Alan Livingston Drive, Cambridge.  Ph 021 177 5710 
 

 Editor of the Plumbline   -   W.Bro Graham Hallam. 

   Ph 07 855 5198 ( eve )     e-mail  -  mallah@xtra.co.nz 
 

 Lodge Notices. 

   Master ’ s visiting programme during December 2017, as seen on page 5. 
 

 

Lodge Waikato Monthly Diary  -  December 2017 
 

Due to 2nd degree working in December, we ’ re having a practice 30th November. 
 

 Thursday, 7th December at 7.30pm, Management Committee meeting and practice. 

Thursday, 14th December at 7:30pm.  Regular monthly meeting. 
 

Note  -  December meeting on second Thursday, 14th. 

 

                                 Next Lodge meeting  -  15th February 2018 
 

 

Special Thanks  — 

Lodge Waikato 475 would like to thank most heartedly the  

following business for their continued support throughout the year 
 

FAIRVIEW MOTORS  -  JAMES R. HILL  

LODGE WAIKATO 475 

  

 

  Lodge Waikato Brethren with Masonic Birthdays in December. 

 

Rod Harper  -  4th December 1968  ( 49yrs )  

Knud Nielsen  -  11th December 1975  ( 42yrs )  

Don McNaughton  -  16th December 1975  ( 42yrs )  

Barry Langman  -  8th December 1992  ( 25yrs )  

Bryan Dawson  -  9th December 1993  ( 24yrs )  



 

The Master ’ s report, December 2017   

Greetings Brothers, 
  

 The 14th of October certainly was a great start for Lodge Waikato 475.    

Now is an important time for consultation and to make Lodge Waikato unique and very different, the 

three lodges all had special parts to make the degrees work and some will come to be our landmarks 

to be defined and recorded.  

The Chairman has been elected for the management committee with the little sub committee being 

formed and all will require a lot of work to be carried out.  Please, brethren, come to our management 

meetings, we require your participation for the making of our Lodge to be successful. 
 

Our regular meeting on the 16th Nov had a very good attendance it was very nice to welcome W.Bro  

Dennis Aplin as the first new member into our Lodge and W.Bro John Evered was invested as Deputy  

Master. W.Bro Murray Loft gave a very good explanation on how the new lodge was initiated and the 

work that went into forming this new Lodge. Special thanks must go to Bro Tim Heeley and W.Bro 

Murray Loft for their persistence and effort in reaching this goal.  Several questions were received from 

the members, then the lodge was closed.  During the supper we practiced singing the re-arranged 

“ w elcome to our visitors, ”  song, and with the meeting being shorter it allowed us to get to know our 

own larger membership.  
 

The final closing of Lodges Hillcrest on the 19th October, and Te Marama on the 6th November, and 

the passing over of their individual charters, the officers being removed of all our regalia, and the  

Master ’ s being the last to surrender their regalia certainly, made it a very difficult period for all 

concerned, with the knowledge of history being left behind gave it a sad and moving occasion.    

Lodge Hamutana will have their final night on the 27th November. W.Bro Graham Hallam represented 

me at Lodge Tawhiri. Thank-you Graham as I was in the south Island. 

The Taupiri Lodge had  W.Bro Merv Wallis installed into the chair on the 15th Nov. a most enjoyable 

night with a large number of ex scout associates attending W.Bros Lee,  Findlay and Harrop all having 

duties on the evening. 
 

The 17th Nov I went to Lodge Copernicus and presented the 1st degree working tools, W.Bro Dick  

Morgan presented the third degree working tools, and a lot of camaraderie in the refectory which was 

held in the Lyceum club next door to the police station Cambridge. 
 

The December  meeting on the 14th we will be carrying out a second degree for Bro Shatty Philip and 

the work has been allocated for these Charges. 

Can all Lodge members put in writing / email the charges you can do as It is very difficult finding out or 

spending a lot of time with many phone calls to give out charges. 
 

 Finally 

Christmas is arriving a lot quicker than we think and if you are going on holiday be careful on the roads 

have a safe trip, have an enjoyable Christmas with your 

family and a Happy Prosperous new year. 

 

Willy, 

W.Bro Willy Willetts,  Master. 

 

BBQ   -   January  21st  -  see you there !!!! 



 

Notice to you all  —- 
 

Firstly  -  remember Lodge meeting in December is on second Thursday, 14th, 

prior to Christmas, and Management meeting on first Thursday 7th. 

 

Just a  ‘ Heads-up ’  for 2018 
 

Put in your diary for 21st January 2018 

BBQ at Bill Newell ’ s St. Kilda home,   

St. Kilda Retirement Village 

Alan Livingstone Drive, Cambridge,  arrive around 

3.00pm 
 

              Just bring a plate (with something on )  to share with the many others,  

be it a main or a sweet, (or both)  bring all your own drinks as well. 
 

 Remember, the Lodge will supply all the meats. 
 

            This is a family BBQ    -   so come-one-come-all.   

        Nothing is organised or arranged, just come and meet, 

                           greet, and eat with each other.        
 

 

Officers of the Lodge 
 

 I.P.M. - W.Bro Richard Kyle   Dep. Master - V.W.Bro John Evered  

 Sen. Deacon -  W.Bro Bill Shaw   Jun. Deacon - Bro Trevor Langley 

     Chaplain -  W.Bro John Dickson             Dir. of Ceremony - W.Bro Brian Cowley 

     Inner Guard - Bro James Parker  Tyler - W.Bro Walley Lee 

 Ass. D.O.C. -  W.Bro Murray Loft  Organist - Bro Norm Weir 

 Almoners  -  W.Bro Graham Hallam,  W.Bro Rod Harper,  W.Bro Walley Lee 

 Stewards  -  W.Bro Michael Tribe,  Bros. Geoff Cooper, Jerry Newell & Shane Chapman 
 

Lodge Rooms Phone number  -  021 0856 7657 

 

Master ’ s visiting during December  - 
 

      Lodge Tawhiri No. 166   

  Barton St.  Hamilton  -  Tuesday, 5th December 

 Lodge Piako No 160  

       Moorhouse St.  Morrinsville,   -   Wednesday 6th December. 

 The Beta Waikato Lodge  No 12    

  Barton St. Hamilton.  -  Monday, 11th December 

 The Alpha Lodge No 81    

  Bryce St.  Cambridge.   -   Tuesday, 12th December 

 

 Ring the JW if you wish to come and need a ride. 



Handing in the ‘ Charter ’  at Te Marama No 186 

Te Marama No 186 

 

It was obvious that history was seen at Lodge Te Marama when they handed 

their ‘ Charter ’  to V.WBro Don Seath, District Grand Master. 

 

Not only was V.WBro Don Seath a member of Lodge Te Marama 

but along with W.Bro Alan Harrop,  the last Master, they both were able to  

show history by the showing of photo ’ s of their own father ’ s who were  

both Past Masters of that same Lodge. 

The brethren of Lodge Te  Marama have now amalgamated with Lodges Hillcrest and 

Hamutana, and the first Master of Lodge Waikato No 475 is from Te Marama, W.Bro Willy Willetts. 



 

 

‘ A bout Change ”  
 

“ C hange doesn ’ t imply criticism…… 

And it doesn ’ t  have to be about throwing out tradition. ”  

        Adair Club 

 

Lodge Te Marama No 186 

 

Last Night 6th November 2017 
 

 Welcome everyone to this The Lodge Te Marama Last official meeting night. Tonight we will 

be handing in our Charter and Te Marama will be no longer. Yes it is a sad time but is also an opportu-

nity to move forward to the new Lodge Waikato No 475 which was formed on Saturday 14th October. 

Lodge Waikato is the outcome of almost 2 years of work by a dedicated group who saw the need to 

keep Freemasonry alive in the Waikato. 
 

I will now spend a short time just talking about a brief history of Lodge Te Marama. We don ’ t  have 

anywhere near enough time to reminisce about all the good times we have had and the benefits of 

what our forefathers and Freemasons left as a fraternity and asset for us to use.  

Lodge Te Marama was constituted in Ngaruawahia on 10 October 1911.  

Before that date Freemasons from Ngaruawahia travelled to Huntly to attend meetings at The Taupiri 

Lodge. Horse transport was used in those days to make the journey. 

There were 22 Freemasons living within a 10-mile radius of Ngaruawahia at the time  

In April 1911 the local doctor P. Swansegar called a meeting to discuss the formation of a lodge in the 

town. This meeting was held in Princess Street on a site where the previous fire station was 

( d estroyed by fire in 1912 )  

On 25 June 1911 it was decided to put an option on the land, in Herschel Street, where the Lodge now 

stands. Each member gave four guineas ( $8.80 )  towards the purchase and 100 debentures were 

offered at 1 pound ( $2.00 )  each at 4% interest. 
 

The first meeting of Lodge Te Marama No. 186 took place on 10 October 1911 in the old Town Hall 

Bro. P. Swansegar was the first Master.  

There were 36 founding members, Membership grew to 80 by 1920 with a peak of 140 members in 

the 1960s.    -  Te Marama is the Maori word for light.  

In the Lodge Crest, this light is represented by the Rising Sun. 

Te Marama also sometimes means The Moon or Moonlight. 
 

In addition to some of the incredible furniture and jewels in this magnificent Lodge Room there are 

plenty more hidden away in the back storerooms which preserve in writing the true history. They are 

the minute books which record every meeting ever held, the attendance registers of who attended. 

Some examples of that history is I will show you now. 

The first minute book from 1911   -   The first attendance register from 1911 

The Book signed by every new Initiate 

The Early Memoirs of Te Marama dedicated to W Bro Herbert James Sampson PGD Founding  

Member who died in 1969 

Lodge Te Marama No 186 –  A Short History of the first 75 years 1911-1986 by W Bro A J Brockett 

PGBB. 

A History of Lodge Te Marama No 186 Centenary Celebration 1911-2011 by R W Bro Collin Wapp 

PGW. 

These are but a few of the gems and I sure there are many more in the memories and hearts of Lodge 

Te Marama members. ”  

  Article presented by W.Bro Alan Harrop, last Master of Lodge Te Marama 186 

 



 

 

 

On the Meeting of 2nd October it was fitting that The Toast to Lodge Te Marama was given by V.W. 

Bro Paul Sutcliffe P.Dist.G.M. a long-time supporter of Lodge Te Marama and New Member of 

Lodge Waikato. We have included this address as an addendum to the minutes as a lasting record. 

 

Toast to Lodge Te Marama No 186 

V.W. Bro Paul Sutcliff P.Dist.G.M. 2nd October 2017 
 

“ –  the moon, light, moonlight.  Lodge Te Marama No.186, was formed some 106 years ago, and 

was named, according to popular history, because many of its members rode on horseback in 

moonlight to attend lodge meetings. For those of us who live in the city, Lodge Te Marama has  

always been thought of as a lodge with an aura of mystery and looked upon as a country lodge. 

However, Lodge Te Marama contributed greatly to the growth of freemasonry in the district and  

beyond. It had the reputation for conducting ceremonies and ritual of the highest standard.  

That is why it has provided many grand lodge officers including a Provincial Grand Master, a Distri-

Grand Master, six or more Provincial or District Grand Directors of Ceremonies and a number of 

Grand Lodge officers. Four of its members have been awarded the Roll of Honour. ( W Bro Stew-

art )  

Membership of the lodge was made up of tradesmen, business owners, bank managers, school  

teachers and professional men who lived generally within the town of Ngaruawahia. A very signifi-

cant number of the membership included farmers from Te Kowhai, Glen Massey, and Orini and 

nearby areas. Their membership influenced the provision of hospitality in the life of the lodge. Lodge  

Te Marama is one of very few lodges that have continued to provide a formal meal on installation 

nights.  It is also a lodge that excludes raffles. In fact, it is part of its charm that it maintains the old 

traditions both within and beyond the lodge room. 
 

 And what of the lodge rooms? You cannot say that from the roadside they are attractive.  

That for much of the year the grass could be cut. But, when you enter the refectory and see the  

photographs of past masters and other memorabilia displayed on the walls, and as you pass through 

to the large and imposing lodge room one is struck with a sense admiration for the way history has 

been preserved and how lives have been influenced by those who have perpetuated that indefinable 

pleasure we derive from membership of a lodge. Some of the photographs indicate there have been 

generations of families as members of Te Marama. 
  
As the frequent clatter of wagon wheels has often accompanied our evenings so another potent  

force has emerged in our midst. This has influenced great changes particularly in communities like  

Ngaruawahia with movement of business, employment to other areas and people ’ s life styles.   

This change has affected Freemasonry too. 
 

As a symptom of decreased membership, two Hamilton lodges and lodge Te Marama are closing 

and a new lodge, Lodge Waikato is being formed to replace the three closed lodges. 

So........tonight is the last regular meeting of Te Marama. 
 

Let it be an occasion for celebrating the life of this successful lodge: 

To the members who have passed through its pillars, to wives/partners for their strong support, to its 

officers, to past masters, to its grand lodge officers, to its community involvement, to its district,  

provincial and national support and to a lodge that has always extended friendship and hospitality to 

guests and visitors. 
 

Brethren and ladies please rise........... and join me in toasting Lodge Te Marama, in  

acknowledgement of its worth to Freemasonry and its contribution to the community and may its  

heritage be perpetuated in our hearts and minds. ”  

     V.W.Bro Paul Sutcliffe, Past, District Grand Master. 

 

BBQ   -   January  21st  -  see you there !!!! 



          

Lodge Hamutana No 437 
 

Brethren 
 

I do not wish to say much on this auspicious occasion.  Much of what I want to say I have already said 

in other forums and I do not want to be accused of repeating myself.   You all know how I feel about 

Lodge Hamutana and what it has meant to me over the last fie or six years and I know that I speak for 

all of us and that is enough said. 
 

This evening is a bit like a wake, with the significant difference being that the body is still alive, albeit  

in its terminal stages of life.  This evening is what I would imagine a recently departed person would 

see as they look down on the proceedings.  Whilst it is an end of an era, as is the passing of a loved 

one, we are all cognizant of the presence of an afterlife and that is that we are now entering.   

As they say, all things must pass and we are now passing to a better place. 
 

The inevitability of the end of Lodge Hamutana was always there.  However, it is not until the final  

moments that we actually realize that the time has come and that things will never be the same again. 
 

I am honoured that as a Lodge you have had confidence in me as we have moved through the final 

processes of our being over the last year.  I am not going to mention any particular person for  

comment; for the risk is that someone will be inadvertently missed out.  However, I will say that  

despite the difficulties we have faced recently each and every brother has been a tower of strength  

and each of you has given of their utmost.  For that I thank you. 
 

Although in the scale of things Lodge Hamutana has a relatively short history, it is a proud and  

honourable history.  We have all gained immense benefit and strength from our lodge and we oversee 

its demise with pride. 
 

I am now going to ask Worshipful Brother Evered to say a 

few words on the origins of Lodge  

Hamutana and its reason d ’ etre. 
 

I thank you all. 
 

Article presented by 

W.Bro  

Michael Tribe, last 

Master of Lodge 

Hamutana No 437. 



Lodge Hamutana No 437 

Article offered by V.W Bro John Evered, last Secretary of Lodge Hamutana No 437. 
 

 Brethren, as we have gathered here today to close lodge Hamutana for the last time, and return its 

Charter to Grand Lodge, it is only fitting that we should look back in time to our formation and the drivers 

that set the Lodge up. 

Way back in 1964, W Bro C W ( k nown to us a Wally )  Parrish, set out to locate, contact and canvas unat-

tached Masons in Hamilton with a view to forming a new Lodge. He spent over a year doing this and on  

17 June 1965 it all came together with a meeting at the Commercial Union Insurance offices –  where forty 

six brethren attended covering the four constitutions and who were not members of the five Lodges that 

were operating in Hamilton at that time ( those being Beta Waikato, Hamilton, Tawhiri, Hillcrest and the 

Alexandra Lodges ’ ) .   

This was the first of many meetings –  and a steering Committee was formed under the chairmanship of  

W Bro Parrish –  to consider a whole raft of things relating to the formation of a new Lodge.  

These covered items like, where the Lodge would meet, whether it would be wet or dry ( it was  

resolved unanimously that it would be wet ) , and a name. Suggestions put forward for possible names –  

other than Hamutana –  were Kirikiriroa ( which was in the possible names for our new Lodge )  Waikato 

Centennial, Hamilton Centennial, Whitiora, United Friends, Campbell McDiarmid, Unity, United Brothers, 

Huimai, Rukuhia, Landmark and Morning Star. Hamutana won hands down. 

The Consecration, Dedication and Installation ceremonies of Hamutana took place in the Lodge Tawhiri 

Rooms, Kent Street in Frankton on 15 December 1965 under the control of the then Grand Master,  

M W Bro John Hawker. 
 

There were sixty foundation members, eleven of whom were Past Masters the remainder all being  

Master Masons. Four of the Charter members came from English Constitution Lodges, ( not Alexandra ) , 

eight came from Scottish constitution Lodges and one from a Victorian Constitution Lodge, and only two  

of the remaining Master Masons were showing as having been a member of a Craft Lodge operating in 

Hamilton City. Of the sixty I am aware of only one who is still alive and a  

member of a Lodge –  that being Bro Ken Boon who now lives in Orewa and is a member of Lodge  

Orewa. The most suitable month for the annual Installation ceremony was May and the first Master  

( W  Bro W R ( Bill )  Miller )  having been installed in December served an eighteen month term until the 

second Installation meeting. Ironically, somewhat like our current Master W Bro Tribe, who will have  

nearly served eighteen months as the last Master. 

Since the formation of Hamutana forty-three brethren have served the office of Master of the Lodge,  

eight of these have served more than one year, and each in their own way have added to the proud history 

that is Hamutana. 

Brethren, I will now read to you –  in part –  and extract from the minutes of the first regular meeting of the 

Lodge held on 24 January 1966, which officially records much about the beginnings of Lodge Hamutana. 



 

 “ B rethren, as you are aware Lodge Hamutana No. 437 was dedicated and constituted on  

15 December 1965, and the proceedings of the formation and founding of the Lodge are known to most 

of the members. However, these facts have not so far been noted in any of the main records of the 

Lodge. It is true, minutes were kept of all the preliminary proceedings, and are available, but they are 

not substantial records, such as the minutes of the dedication, and all future meetings will be kept as 

directed by the Book of Constitution. 

Also not yet recorded is the work of certain persons, their difficulties and the tremendous energy they 

put into the formation and foundation of the Lodge. To correct this to some degree I wish to now make 

mention of these people so that their names, and our gratitude for their labours, may be placed on 

record in the minutes of this the first regular meeting of the Lodge. 

First and foremost, I mention W Bro C W Parrish, who was appointed preceptor at the inaugural meet-

ing held on 17 June 1965. He was not appointed preceptor without due regard to the work he had done 

in bringing together the Brethren to the first meeting. W Bro Parrish laboured alone for a year making a 

survey of the unattached brethren in Hamilton. He had the support, and worked under the direction of R 

W Bro Bonagard, who was at that time Prov Grand Master. After many hours and days of work, W Bro 

Parrish was able to secure Lodge Tawhiri No. 166 to sponsor a new Lodge.  

Prior to the inaugural meeting W Bro Parrish worked tirelessly and efficiently and he had the pleasure 

of being appointed preceptor, and of seeing the Lodge formed and founded under his guidance.  

He has now been invested as Deputy Master of the Lodge. 

I am sure that the Brethren of Lodge Hamutana will join with me in thanking W Bro Parrish for his  

untiring efforts in the formation of the Lodge, and for being the means of bringing the members  

together in peace, love and harmony, as founder under the Charter of Lodge Hamutana No. 437.  

We wish W Bro Parrish long life, prosperity and success in his Masonic career, and trust that he  

will enjoy the fellowship of the members for many years to come.  
 

After the inaugural meeting on 17 June 1965, and until its dedication and constitution of the Lodge, two 

general meetings, eight steering committee meetings and ten meetings of instruction were held and 

well attended. The thanks of the Lodge are due to the Worshipful brethren for their advice and interest, 

and our particular thanks are due to W Bro R Pearce as Director of Ceremonies, and to  

W Bro A Galbraith as Assistant Director of Ceremonies. 

I now refer to our sponsor, our mother Lodge Tawhiri No. 166. We thank them for sponsoring Lodge 

Hamutana and we would record our gratitude for the assistance of two of their members,  

W Bro G Purves and W Bro W Barrett, who attended our first meetings, giving freely of their advice and 

experience, and assuring us by their presence. 

Brethren, this written record now read before you can only place on record the main facts leading to the 

foundation of the Lodge; the other facts and incidents not herein written, are recorded in the hearts and 

memories of the Brethren of our new Lodge. I now declare this written record shall become a portion of 

the minutes of this, our first regular meeting. 



 

  

. 

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

‘ P roud to be a Freemason. ’  
 

                                  W.Bro Russell Pratt,  Central Division Webmaster. 

 

 2016 was a remarkable year for Freemasonry. Not only did we see the 

installation of our new Grand Master, MW Bro Mark Winger but we have  

witnessed a number of "firsts". The first time in several decades more than 12% 

of Lodges in New Zealand recorded a net increase in membership. For the first 

time in several decades one of our Districts also recorded a net increase in their  

numbers. 

Our new Grand Master is a "man on a mission". He has put a stake in the ground and said that if our 

organisation is to grow and flourish then we need to "speak up" about Freemasonry to other people; 

and that he will lead that charge from the front. 

For the first time in a while now we have a blueprint for growth - a recipe to speak openly about our 

good deeds and why we love being a Freemason. 
 

I asked several of our leaders to share their thoughts with me on what they believe the next 3 year 

holds for Freemasonry in New Zealand. They each spoke candidly of their visions. I hope you enjoy 

this year's edition of "proud to be a Freemasonry". For the record... I have never felt more proud to be  

a Freemason. 

Habits are quick to learn but slow to change, especially so those lessons and attitudes that have been 

ingrained in us over the years. They will not change overnight, but let me quote 千里之行，始於足下,  

by the Chinese philosopher Lao ( c 604 bc - c 531 bc ) ,  ‘ a journey of a thousand miles begins with  

a single step ’ .  
 

The ”Speak Up For Freemasonry”  campaign is designed to encourage each one of us to talk to lay 

people about Freemasonry, and to do that we need to be able to talk in plain English about what we 

do, why we do it, and the enjoyment and pleasure we and our families derive from Freemasonry. 
 

We have started a journey, heading towards a greater public awareness of our great organisation and 

the power for good that it does within New Zealand. The more we speak to lay people in simple under-

standable terms about Freemasonry, the greater the public knowledge of our activities and this will 

inevitably see good men seeking further information about our Masonic Lodges and how they too 

could be part of the enjoyment and share the pride we have in our magnificent organisation. 

Effort and perseverance will be required to introduce a change to some of our ingrained habits, but by 

making a daily advancement, progressively adding another step on our journey, we will individually 

gain confidence to talk freely about our institution and the value it brings to New Zealand. This will  

create a positive public profile, attract inquiries, and strengthen Freemasonry so that it remains a force 

for good throughout society. 
 

Our journey might not be completed within three years, but we have a vision, we understand where we 

are heading, and together we will ensure the public profile of Freemasonry is enriched by the positive 

contribution made by each one of us. 
 

Every three years, the Freemasons of New Zealand see change.  A new Grand Master and a team of 

Grand Officers at all levels, all starting a journey of adventure and challenges.  Normally we don ’ t 

like change in our lives, but for us, change is positive as it creates a process of renewed interest, drive 

and enthusiasm which touches on us at a personal and Lodge level. 
 

Over the last three years, I have observed change through positive eyes and have been encouraged 

to see how effective simple steps can be.  I have seen new and invigorating Freemasons, particularly 

new Brethren coming into Lodges that have not seen new members for some time.   That means that 

the next three years will be building on this foundation with solid engagement and commitment to en-

sure that what we do is what we tell people we do.  Both must be in alignment. 

 



 

 

   I often regretted not becoming a Freemason when I had the opportunity at the age of 21.   

If I had joined, I would be receiving my 50-year badge during this current three-year term.  Did I do the 

right thing at that time, or would I have been a casualty of the decline that Freemasonry un that period.   

I don ’ t  have the answer to that, but what I do know is that Freemasonry is just as relevant today as it 

was in the 60 ’ s.  I also know that today, I am very proud to be a Freemason and proud to be a part of 

a fraternity that is so different to anything else that I could have done, that I know I am in the right place 

at the right time.  There must be many more like me, just waiting to know more about Freemasonry.   

I will be speaking up about this for the next three years and beyond 
 

As I attended the display stand for The Freemasons Charity over the Grand Installation weekend I had 

ample opportunity to observe the crowd as they moved back and forth. First of all, I was proud of them  

all for coming ( and in a lot of cases bringing their ladies )  to the event less than a week after the  

Wellington area had been badly shaken by the biggest earthquake to hit the city in 100 years. 
 

There were younger faces in the crowd, everyone participated.  

There was something in the air - it felt like hope for the future. 
 

Our new Grand Master has charged everyone with an individual responsibility to SPEAK UP about  

freemasonry outside of the lodge room. He believes it can be done and looking at the faces over the 

weekend at various events I believe brethren believe it can be done- it just needs a kick start! It proba-

bly needs you ! 

As Charity Administrator I am exposed to a lot of negatives and I consider it part of my role to make 

sure the positives outweigh them. With the greatest of respect to all I think we focus way too much on 

what we don ’ t  have/have lost and not on what we have- a solid group who work very hard for the Craft 

wanting freemasonry in New Zealand to prosper and continue strongly into the future. 

Together we can do this - , that thought makes me proud. 
 

Here's a true story about a farmer in Taihape during the 2nd World War. Can you relate to this? 
 

"Mary, you have a shawl you never use, may I have it? ”  

She looked at him strangely, but got the shawl. 
 

He thanked her and left the house. She was not only puzzled, she was suspicious. Several evenings 

during the last couple of months, he had left after dinner without any explanation. He hadn ’ t  stayed 

away long, and when he returned he had a strange air about him. He seemed to have an inner peace.  

He said nothing; neither did she. 
 

About a week after this latest incident Mary was shopping in Taihape when she saw her shawl again.  

She was shocked. It was on the shoulders of a beautiful young lady. Angrily Mary followed the girl to a 

shabby house on the outskirts of the rural town. After the girl had entered, Mary knocked on the door.  

The girl opened it and smiled when she saw her visitor. She held the door open and Mary stomped in. 
 

As she looked around she saw an elderly lady propped up on a single bed. The lady smiled and said 

“ H ow nice of you to visit us. ”  Mary was stunned. She didn ’ t really know what to say, so she just 

looked from the elderly lady to the girl. The girl asked if she could fix her a cup of tea. Mary nodded and 

the girl turned to put a kettle on the stove. 

While the water was heating Mary sat in a chair beside the elderly lady. I don ’ t know exactly what to 

say, so I will tell you the truth, ”  she said. “ I saw my shawl on your daughter and I was furious.  

Last week my husband asked me for it, but he didn ’ t tell me why. I’ m  sure now that he did not have  

an ulterior motive, but I still don ’ t understand how you have it." 

The girl and her mother looked at each other. Then the mother said: “ W e have no idea who left it.  

We have no idea who has been doing some nice things for us for the past several months. Perhaps now 

we can solve the mystery. It started soon after my husband died. We had no money and I am unable to 

work. And Nancy couldn ’ t  find a job. We were desperate. We had no food and no fuel. Then one  

morning when Nancy opened the door she found several packages of food, clothing and coal on the  

doorstep. You have no idea what that meant to us. 

 



 

 

 

“ A  short time later, along with more packages, Nancy found a note telling her to see  

Mr. Tompkins, the lawyer, if she would like a job. She did and Mr. Tompkins hired her. He sent a doctor 

to see me. He has been coming regularly to see me ever since, and he won ’ t  take any money. And 

we still find packages, but have no idea where they come from. ”  

They drank their tea and chatted pleasantly for some time. The mysterious packages were mentioned 

from time to time. Suddenly Mary asked: “ Was your husband a Mason? ”  
 

“ Y es he was, ”  said the lady. “ He loved his Lodge. I don ’ t  think he ever missed a meeting. ”   

A short time later Mary left, promising to visit often. After dinner that evening, Mary worked on the quilt  

she was making while her husband read. She looked up from her work and said: “ I think I learned the 

great secret of Masonry today. ”  Her husband looked at her in alarm and asked: “ Oh! And what is it. ? 

Mary answered: “ To do good and not say anything about it! ”  
 

Mary ’ s husband and the members of the little Lodge in Taihape, plucked off their shoes to help those 

in need. Should we do anything less? 
 

One of the values I admire about being a Freemason is the strong sense of "family". This 'sense' sits 

well with the overall principles of Freemasonry - and the concept that "we", as an individual, is the 

greatest gift we can give to other people. The world has become such a rat-race that people often don't 

have the time to give of themselves as they once did. As Masons we should strive to hold on to this 

great virtue. 

By the time you've read our leaders' visions for the future for Freemasonry, you will ( hopefully )  be 

left in no doubt that the groundwork has been laid for a vibrant and successful future for Freemasonry 

in New Zealand.  
 

Despite the almost heroic efforts of our leaders - the future of the Craft doesn't sit with the Grand  

Master, or the President of the Board, or with the Grand Lodge of New Zealand - it sits with YOU!. 

Unless YOU choose to be the defining point of difference that will inspire two or three good men to join 

the Craft in 2017/18 our numbers will continue to dwindle, and in a few years we will cease to exist.  

Your leaders have prepared the stage - now it's your turn. Talk to a man you admire about what it 

means to you to be a Freemason. In the words of famous Freemason, Sir Winston Churchill "if you 

have knowledge, let others light their candle by it..." 
 

I chose the late Leonard Cohen's song, Hallelujah to accompany this newsletter. Cohen remarked that 

`Hallelujah' is a Hebrew word meaning "Glory to the Lord." Through the song, he was able to demon-

strate that there are many kinds of Hallelujahs in existence. "All the perfect and broken Hallelujahs 

have an equal value," Cohen said, "It's a desire to affirm my faith in life, not in some formal religious 

way but with enthusiasm, with emotion." 
 

That is how I feel about Freemasonry. If you are proud to be a Freemason - shout it from the rooftops 

and tell all of your friends. If you are not - get out of the way. 

       Russell Pratt. 

( W ords of song spoken-of are on the back page )  

 

    The King who authorized the King James Bible. 
 

 Some fundamentalist Christian groups have been critical of  

Freemasonry, largely because of things they do not understand.  

They do not even realize that the man who authorized the popular  

      King James version of the Bible was himself a Mason.  

        History tells us King James was entered “ a Freemason and 

               Fellowcraft of the Lodge of Scoon ”  on 15 April, 1601. 



 

Lodge Details. 

Day, time and dates that may assist you when  

   contemplating visiting another Lodge particularly in our area. 

 

  Lodge    Meeting  Installation 
 

 Lodge Pukemiro No 301  2nd Monday  September 

 ( D ay-light Lodge. HEMC Hamilton )  
 

 The Beta Waikato Lodge No 12  2nd Monday  June 

 ( B arton St. Hamilton )  
 

 Lodge Tawhiri No 166   1st Tuesday  November 

 ( B arton St. Hamilton )  
 

 The Alpha Lodge No 81   2nd Tuesday  May 

 ( B ryce St, Cambridge )  
 

 Lodge Piako  No 160   1st Wednesday  April 

 ( M oorhouse St. Morrinsville )  
 

 Lodge Nau Mai No177   1st Wednesday  November  ( 1st Saturday )  

 ( H akiaha St. Taumarunui )  
 

 The Waipa Lodge No 119  2nd Wednesday October 

 ( S loane St. Te Awamutu )  
 

 The Taupiri Lodge No 118  3rd Wednesday  November 

 ( W illiam St. Huntly )  
 

 The Alexander Lodge No 1188 ec 1st Thursday  December 

 ( B arton St. Hamilton )  
 

 Lodge Waitomo No 469   2nd Thursday  August 

 ( T awa St. Te Kuiti )  
 

 Lodge Waikato No 475   3rd Thursday  July 

 ( H EMC  Hamilton )  
 

 The Te Aroha Lodge No 52  3rd Thursday  March 

 ( M oorhouse St. Morrinsville )  
 

 Lodge Copernicus No 505  3rd Friday  November 

 ( B ryce St, Cambridge  -  bi-monthly )     

 

So here it is  -  ‘ Christmas ’  
 

 Another year gone, some members shifted to other places in New Zealand 

 and others shifted overseas, and here we are in a new Lodge. 

Susan and I will be celebrating Christmas with our family and others and we will have a great day. 
 

Thank-you to those of you who have sent in articles for publication in the Plumbline, 

It ’ s certainly proving a great form of promoting Freemasonry. 
 

So I trust you all have a great Christmas with your families, and wish every one  

of you a very Merry Christmas, and have a great new Year.       

        -      Ed. 



 

Hallelujah 
    Leonard Cohen 

 

Now, I ’ ve heard there was a secret chord 

That David played, and it pleased the Lord 

But you don't really care for music, do ya? 

It goes like this, the fourth, the fifth 

The minor fall, the major lift 

The baffled king composing hallelujah 
 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 
 

Your faith was strong but you needed proof 

You saw her bathing on the roof 

Her beauty and the moonlight overthrew ya 

She tied you to a kitchen chair 

She broke your throne, and  cut your hair 

And from your lips she drew the hallelujah 
 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 

Hallelujah 
 

You say I took the name in vain 

I don't even know the name 

But if I did, well really, what's it to ya? 

There's a blaze of light in every word 

It doesn't matter which you heard 

The holy or the broken hallelujah 
 

                     Hallelujah 

           Hallelujah 

           Hallelujah 

           Hallelujah 

 

 I did my best, it wasn't much 

           I couldn't feel, so I tried to touch 

       I've told the truth, I didn't come to fool ya 

            And even though it all went wrong 

 I'll stand before the lord of song 

       With nothing on my tongue but hallelujah 
 

                        Hallelujah 

                        Hallelujah 

                        Hallelujah 

                                                  Hallelujah 
 

Leonard Cohen explained: "Hallelujah is a Hebrew word which means  

'Glory to the Lord.' The song explains that many kinds of Hallelujahs do exist. 

 


