
Lodge Hillcrest 363 
OF FREE AND ACCEPTED FREEMASONS 

FEBRUARY   2017 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

     P 

   L 

   U 

   M 

   B 

   L 

   I 

   N 

   E 

 District Grand Lodge Team 

Presented and Installed at Grand Lodge meeting at 

Te Marama Lodge No 186. 

 

V.WBro Don Seath as District Grand Master 

W.Bro Len Geoffrey as District Grand Director of Ceremony 

W.Bro Brian Jeffs as Past Grand Bible Bearer 

W.Bro David Watson as Past Grand Inner Guard 

W.Bro Murray Loft and W.Bro David Shearer 

both as the new Grand Stewards. 
 

‘ W e wish them all well in their tenure ’  



      
 

 

 

 

Worshipful Master 

W.Bro. Richard Kyle 

23 Kiwi Avenue, 

Hamilton 

PH. 027 5298 977 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Brother,  

  The Master invites you to attend the Regular Meeting of the Lodge,  

        to be held in the Hamilton East Masonic Centre, Grey St.,  

              Hamilton East at 7:30 pm  -  Thursday  16th February 2017. 

 

     Ceremony:  -      Grand Lodge visit, Investiture of W.Bro Bob Ancell, his RH. 

   

    1. Confirmation of Minutes 

    2. Accounts for payment 

    3. Treasurer ’ s report.  

    4. Correspondence 

    5. Almoner ’ s report 

    6. General Business 

  

 

Treasurer 

W.Bro. Adrian de Bruin 

 265A Hakirimata Rd 

       Ngaruawahia  

Ph.  07 829 7786 ( eve )  

  

 

 I.P.M. - W.Bro Murray Loft   Dep. Master - W.Bro Don McNaughton  

 Sen. Deacon -  W.Bro Stephen Weller  Jun. Deacon - W.Bro Darryl Gray 

     Chaplain -  W.Bro Keith Buick             Dir. of Ceremony - W.Bro Brian Cowley 

     Inner Guard - Bro Loren Rout-Brown  Tyler - W.Bro Bryan Dawson 

 Ass. D.O.C. -  W.Bro Bob Ancell  Almoner - W.Bro Graham Hallam 

 Organist - Bro Norm Weir   Steward - Bro Geoff Cooper 

 

Lodge Rooms Phone number  -  021 0856 7657 
 

   
        

 

Lodge Hillcrest  No. 363 

Senior Warden 

W.Bro. Dennis Mead. 

14 Lochinvar Drive 

Hamilton 

PH. 07 846 3801 

Secretary 

     W.Bro. Trevor Service 

    P.O. Box 4014 

     Hamilton.  3210 

     Ph. 07 843 7365 ( eve )  

0211 775710 

Junior Warden 

W.Bro Bill Newell 

Villa 19 

St. Kilda Retirement Village 

91 Alan Livingstone Drive 

Cambridge,  3434 

Ph  07 2601019 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 To be Initiated -  
 

 To be Passed to the Second Degree   
          
 To be Raised to the Third Degree    
   

 Please contact the Almoner, - 

 W.Bro Graham Hallam,  07 855 5198 in all cases of difficulty, sickness or distress.  
 

  Please contact the secretary to update any items, and the membership listings,   

  Secretary ’ s details  -  W.Bro Trevor Service,  5  Bremridge Place  

  Hamilton,  3206.   Ph  -  07 843 7365     Mob  -  0211 775710 

   e-mail  address  -  lodgehillcrest363@outlook.co.nz 
 

Editor of the Plumbline   -   W.Bro Graham Hallam. 

Ph 855 5198 ( eve )     e-mail  -  mallah@xtra.co.nz 
 

Lodge ’ s Web page  -  www.lodgehillcrest.org.nz  
 

 

Lodge Notices. 
 

     Master ’ s visiting programme during February/March 2017 

      as seen on the monthly Lodge calendar, back page. 
 

  

 

Notice  Paper 

 

Special Thanks  — 

Lodge Hillcrest 363 would like to thank most heartedly the  

following business for their continued support throughout the year 
 

FAIRVIEW MOTORS  -  JAMES R. HILL  

 
 

Hillcrest Brethren with Masonic birthdays in February, 

when they were Initiated, and/or when they joined. 
 

Norm Weir  -  In. 19/02/1970   ( 4 7yrs )  

        Steven Weller -  In.  16/02/1995 ( 22yrs )  

 Bill Newell  -  In. 04/02/1985 ( UK)  - J. Hillcrest  

9/12/2004  ( 32yrs )  

. 

Lodge Monthly Diary   -  2017 

      Thursday,  2nd February at  7 : 00pm  -  Junior Warden meeting & practice 

      Thursday, 9th February at  6:45pm  -  Management meeting & practice   

        Thursday, 16th February at  7 : 30pm  -  Regular monthly meeting. 

      Grand Lodge Visit 



 

Consolidation Committee Report 
 

Happy New Year Brethren, 

You may recall that late last year the Consolidation Committee asked that the three participating 

Lodges review the Draft Bylaws and the Draft Ceremonial documents. These two documents were 

emailed to you prior to our December Regular Meeting. 

We need all three Lodges to go through these documents to find any errors or add in any suggestions 

or potential changes. This needs to be done as a Lodge and not as individuals as it would not be  

practical. The Consolidation Committee needs this information back to them by the 6th of March and  

the Management Committee will advise you when your meeting will take place. 

Please give this matter some very serious consideration as it will have a major impact on us all. 

Yours Fraternally 

Murray 

 

Master ’ s monthly Report  -  February 2017 
 

Greetings Brethren,  

 On the 5th December, W.Bro Murray Loft was Invested as Grand Lodge Steward, alongside 

other Grand Lodge Officers and rank receivers at Te Marama Lodge during V.W.Bro Don Seath ’ s 

first official visit in the Waikato. The evening was well attended by members from across the Waikato, 

their families, and partners making for a truly magical Christmas event.  
 

Our Own festive board was a truly Jolly affair following the weighty proposals considered by the lodge 

that night. I must say it must be one of the most memorable Festive Boards with Carol Singing of Old 

favourites and some new.  
 

The Christmas BBQ went wonderfully well with great attendance from our own lodge, as well as 

guests from the other two lodges. Thanks Bill for the hospitality extended to us all. 
 

The draft documents for the consolidation have been circulated, and I ask that you take the time to 

reflect on the material contained in them in the lead up to the 9th of February Emergency meeting 

which is to be held prior to the Management Meeting that Night. The Annual Planner will continue to 

reflect any Changes to the proposed Deadlines for the Formation of the new Lodge.  

It is of utmost Importance that we must put forward our Suggested changes to the Draft Consolidation 

report, especially regarding the name of the new lodge, Its bylaws, and recommendations for Officers 

from our Lodge. 
  

We will also have a Presentation of W.Bro Bob Ancell ’ s RH ( Roll of Honour )  on the 16th of  

February, Grand Lodge will be in attendance for this most momentous occasion. So please come and 

show your support for Bob ’ s presentation, as he certainly deserves it. 
   

Finally, Brethren I Look forward to visiting with you all over the next few months.  

Richard Kyle   WM.       

 

‘ T ake Notice ’  -  ‘ Yes, this means YOU ’  - All of YOU ’  
 

The Lodge ’ s Consolidation situation is getting much closer to fruition now and so  

an Emergency Meeting is being held in combination with the regular monthly  

Management meeting.   -   February 9th 2017  -  6.45pm 

This Emergency Meeting is needed to discuss the Draft Document 

for the Consolidation Recommendations. 

You received a draft of these recommendations some time ago, 

So now we need to discuss and vote for whatever change we recommend. 

         Ed. 



 

 

“ T he best way to communicate with fish, is to drop them a line. ”  



 
 

Education  - 

Ethics of Freemasonry 
 

 There is a Greek word ethos, which signifies custom, from which Aristotle derives another word 

which means ethics; because as he says, from the custom of doing good acts arises the habit of moral 

virtue. Ethics, then, is the science of morals teaching the theory and practice of all that is good in relation 

to God and to man, to the state and to the individual; it is, in short, to use the emphatic expression of a 

German writer, ‘ the science of the good. ’  Ethics, being thus engaged in the inculcation of moral duties, 

there must be a standard of these duties, an authoritative ground-principle on which they depend, a  

doctrine that requires their performance, making certain acts just those that ought to be done, and which, 

therefore, are duties, and that forbid the performance of others which are , therefore, offences. Ethics, 

therefore, as a science, is divisible into several species, varying in name and character, according to the 

foundation on which it is built. 
 

Thus we have the Ethics of Theology, which is founded on that science which teaches the nature and 

attributes of God; and, as this forms a part of all religious systems, whether it be Christianity or Judaism, 

Brahmanism or Buddhism, or any form of recognised worship, has within its bosom a science of theologi-

cal ethics which teaches, according to the lights of that religion, the duties which are incumbent on man 

from his relations to a Supreme Being. And then we have the Ethics of Christianity, which being founded 

on the Scriptures, recognised by Christians as the revealed will of God, is nothing other than theological 

ethics applied to and limited by Christianity. 

Then, again, we have the Ethics of Philosophy, which is altogether speculative, and derived from and 

founded on man ’ s speculations concerning God and himself. There might be a sect of philosophers who 

denied the existence of a Superintending Providence; but it would still have a science of ethics referring 

to the relations of man to man, although that system would be without strength, because it would have no 

Divine sanction for its enforcement. 

Lastly, we have the Ethics of Freemasonry, whose character combines those of the other three. The first 

and second systems in the series above enumerated are founded on religious dogmas; the third on phi-

losophical speculations. Now, as Freemasonry claims not to be a religion, in so far as it is founded on a 

recognition of the relations of man and God, and a philosophy in so far as it is engaged in speculations on 

the nature of man, as an immortal, social and responsible being, the ethics of  

Freemasonry will be both religious and philosophical. 
 

The symbolism of Freemasonry, which is its peculiar mode of instruction, inculcates all the duties which 

we owe to God as being his children, and to men as being their brethren. “ There is ”  says Doctor Oliver, 

“ s carcely a point of duty or morality which man has been presumed to owe to god, his neighbour, or, 

himself, under the Patriarchal, the Mosaic, or the Christian dispensation, which, in the construction of our 

symbolical system, has been left untouched. ” Hence he says that, all these symbols all unite to form ‘ a 

code of moral and theological philosophy ’ .  At a very early period of his initiation, the Freemason is  

instructed that he owes a threefold duty –  God, his neighbour and to himself –  and the inculcation of 

these duties constitutes the ethics of Freemasonry. 
 

And, then, the vast extent of the Lodge, making the whole world the  common home of all Freemasons, 

and the temple, in which we all labour for the building up of our bodies as a spiritual house, are significant 

symbols, which teach us that we are not only the children of the Father, but fellow-workers, labouring 

together in the same task and owing a common servitude to God as the Grand Architect of the universe, - 

the Algabil or Master Builder of the world and all that there is within; and thus these symbols of a joint 

labour, for a joint purpose, tell us that there is a brotherhood of man: to that brotherhood does the ethics 

of Freemasonry teach us that we owe the duty of fraternal kindness in all its manifold phases. 

And so we find that the ethics of Freemasonry is really founded on the two great ideas of the universal 

fatherhood of God and the universal brotherhood of man. 
 

The above was taken from Mackey ’ s Revised Encyclopaedia of Freemasonry. 
 

R. W. Bro Robert Taylor.   -          ( T hanks to W.Bro Brian Cowley for this input )  

 



 

 

 

Sincere loss to Families and Freemasonry  - 
 

During the month of January 2017, sincere sadness was felt at the funeral  

services of several of our Freemason friends. 
 

Bro Doug Bedggood, a member of Lodge Hillcrest died at Waikato Hospital, 

Doug was never an office holder in the Lodge, a 60yr Mason, and spent 

much of his time as a school teacher, as a strong family man, and a much  

welcomed Almoner in the Lodge. 
 

W.Bro Peter Hurford died in Waikato Hospital, a long time member 

of Lodge Hamutana No 186, and held many office positions in the Lodge. 

Peter was a great family man, a very faithful Freemason. 
 

Rt.W.Bro Lin Roycroft also died at Waikato Hospital during January 

and has been a 50yr member of Lodge Hamutana No 186. 

Lin was very well known in many of the Crafts and attained 33rd rank. 

He was very highly thought of in the Waikato region and enjoyed the role of Director of 

Ceremony, where he controlled the Lodge and had things done ‘ just right. ’  

He held the position of Past District Grand Director of Ceremony. 
 

Our sincere condolences go to all their individual family members. 

         Ed. 

 

B.B.Q. 
Thanks Bill, for a wonderful time and togetherness that was held in the St Kilda 

Retirement Village at St. Kilda, just out of Cambridge. 
 

Around 35 persons arrived for the BBQ and some younger family members arrived as well. 

Not all were Hillcrest members, a few were from other Lodge ’ s.  
 

A lovely lot of food was brought as a ‘ pot-luck ’  arrangement 

and Adrian was left to do the BBQ cooking, well-done Adrian. 
 

A very nice time to spend and catch-up with each other who had not seen each 

other for some time. 
 

So thanks Bill for your thoughtfulness, it ’ s a shame more Lodge members didn ’ t come, 

but, sincerely, it was their loss.  -  Perhaps we ’ ll see them on another occasion. 

  ( S ee photo ’ s on other page. )       

          Ed. 

 

From a talk on Rhetoric: 
 

 Martin Luther King said to his brethren,  -  

“ I f a man is called to be a street sweeper, then he should sweep streets even as Michelangelo 

painted, or Beethoven composed music, or Shakespeare wrote poetry.  
 

He should sweep streets so well that all the hosts of heaven and earth will pause to say,  

here lived a great street sweeper, who did his job well. ”  

 







 

 

 

‘ A  young Old-Timer ’   - 
 

‘ O ne who thinks surfing is done on water, not on the computer. ’ !!!!! 

 
 

‘ A ge of Faith ? ’  
 

I know there are people who dismiss the present age as an age of godlessness, and who look back-

wards longingly to various periods of time when people practiced more religious ritual and devotion. 
 

But when, exactly, was there ever a better age of faith than this? 

Was it in the early centuries of Christianity, a time when St Augustine said: “ All diseases of Christians 

are to be ascribed to demons ” ?  

Was it at the time of the Reformation, when John Knox prayed: “ Lord, put an end to my  

misery ” , and when Martin Luther was so discouraged at the state of religion that he described himself 

as “ old, decrepit, lazy, worn out, cold and now one-eyed ” ?  
 

Was it in the Middle Ages, when people were so insecure and afraid of hell that they burned  

people alive who held different opinions? 

Was it at the start of the Nineteenth Century, before the insights of Darwin shook awake the  

scientific and genealogical world? 
 

So often in the past there was very little faith in economic justice; little kindness to people who are poor; 

little faith in human progress; or in the possibilities of social advancement. 
 

For many centuries there was very little faith in the ability of ordinary men and women to be trusted  

with the vote. 

There was little faith that monstrous evils like child labour and human slavery could ever be  

abolished. 

There was little faith that ordinary people could be trusted and allowed to worship God according to  

the dictates of their own consciences. 

The incredible cruelties often shown to people who committed misdemeanors or who challenged  

contemporary beliefs indicate that those who authorised such punishments were lacking faith in almost 

any possibilities of human redemption. 
 

Many people assume that the early Nineteenth Century was an age of faith. But was it, really? 

History tells us that on Easter Day at St Paul ’ s Cathedral in London there were only six  

communicants. 

Things really aren ’ t  so bad today. 
 

Some may think we are living in an age of fear. But for others this may be an age of faith. 
 

Article presented by  -  Venerable, Rev. Bro. Reg Nicholson,  Tawhiri Lodge No 166 

 

 

I expect many of you will have watched the Inauguration of the 

USA President recently. 
 

On the following page I have put in the list of Presidents who 

were Freemasons, all 15 of them. 
 

I enjoyed the 12 hours we watched on Saturday 21st.  

Was very impressed with the pomp and ceremony and just wished 

New Zealanders had ‘ half ‘  the patriotic feeling the US genuinely show.  

         Ed. 



 ‘ T he 15 US Presidents that were also  Freemasons. ’  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 Most people believe that most US presidents were freemasons. However only 15 of them were.   

George Washington 

George Washington was president from 1789 to 1797. At 20 years in 1753, he became a Mason.  

It is said that he might have attended about nine Masonic lodge meetings for the rest of his 46 years.  

He wrote letters where he stated he was glad to be a Mason. 

James Monroe 

He was in office from 1817 to 1825. In 1775, he became an Apprentice in Williamsburg Lodge at  

Williamsburg, VA. Records indicate that he may have been a Master Mason in 1776. 

Andrew Jackson 

President Jackson was in office from 1829 to 1837. Entered into Freemasonry in Tennessee in Harmony 

lodge No. 1. It is believed that he attended Clover Bottom Lodge. President Jackson was a very active 

Freemason and from 1822 to 1823, he was the Grand Master of Tennessee Masons. 

James K. Polk 

He was in office from 1845 to 1849. He became a Master Mason in 1820 in Columbia Lodge No. 31.  

As a Freemason, he helped in the founding of Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC in 1847. 

James Buchanan 

President between 1857 and 1861 and became a Master Mason in 1817. His lodge was Lancaster Lodge 

and he was Junior Warden here from 1821 to 1822, and in 1825 he was the Worshipful Master.  

Later, he became Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania ’ s Deputy Grand Master. 

Andrew Johnson 

Johnson was in office between 1865 and 1869. He was Master Mason in 1851 at Greeneville Lodge in 

Greeneville, Tenn. In 1851 he was possibly an associate of Greeneville Chapter, Royal Arch Masons.  

He became a member of the fraternity after he finished his term as Senator in 1843. 

James A. Garfield 

He was president in 1881 and in 1864 became Master Mason in EA & FC Magnolia Lodge No. 20 in  

Columbus Ohio.  He is said to have been a Chaplain in a lodge where he was a member. 

William McKinley 

McKinley was president between 1897 and 1901 and became Master Mason in 1865. In 1867,  

McKinley was associated with Canton Lodge No. 60 at Canton, Ohio and Eagle Lodge No. 43. 

Theodore Roosevelt 

He was president between 1901 and 1909 and in 1901 became Master Mason in Matinecock Lodge No. 

806, Oyster Bay, NY. He was very supportive and active. He remarked that Masonry appealed to him as it 

assisted in realizing what his government had vowed to do, that is, treat each man on their own merit. 

William H. Taft 

William was president between 1909 and 1913. In 1901 he became a Master Mason in Cincinnati, Ohio at 

Sight, Kilwinning Lodge No. 356. He was active and supported Freemasonry a lot. 

Warren G. Harding 

He was president between 1921 and 1923.  In 1901 in Lodge No. 70 in Marion, Ohio, he got his Entered 

Apprentice Degree. He did not attain another degree until he became president. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

He became president in 1933 up to 1945. In 1911, he became Master Mason in Holland Lodge No. 8 in 

New York and was very active and supportive of Freemasonry. 

Harry S. Truman 

Truman was in office from 1945 to 1953. In 1909 he became Master Mason at Belton Lodge No. 450 in 

Grandview and was Missouri Grand Master between 1940 and 1941. He was a very active member. 

Gerald R. Ford 

He was president from 1974 to 1977. He became Master Mason in 1951 at Grand Rapids, Michigan. In 

1949 he was initiated at Malta Lodge together with his step brothers. He was made Grand Master in 1975 

in Orlando Florida up to 1977. 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

He was president between 1963 and 1969. His initiation was carried out in 1937 at Johnson City, Texas 

in1937, in Johnson City Lodge. However, he did not finish his degrees. He was just an entered apprentice. 



‘ 8  Historical figures associated with Freemasonry. ’  
 

 

Benjamin Franklin 

Benjamin Franklin played a fundamental role in the Independence of the United States and is  

regarded as one of the founding fathers of USA. 

In addition to being one of the founding fathers of United States, he is also considered as one of the 

most illustrious Freemasons and is often regarded as one of the patriarchs of American Freemasonry. 

Benjamin Franklin was initiated in St. John ’ s Lodge in Philadelphia during 1730 and remained an  

active Mason for the rest of his life. 

George Washington 

Perhaps no other person played as important a role in American War of Independence and establish-

ment of United States as George Washington who subsequently was elected as the 1st President of the 

United States. George Washington was initiated in 1952 when he joined the Masonic Lodge in  

Fredericksburg, Virginia, at the age of twenty. 

Voltaire 

Noted French writer and philosopher Voltaire was also a mason, although he was associated with free-

masonry for only a short time as he was initiated into the Lodge of the Nine Sisters, at Paris, April 7, 

1778, just 2 months before his death in the presence of Benjamin Franklin. 

Although, Voltaire was throughout his life surrounded by friends who were masons of various degrees. 

Duke of Wellington 

Arthur Wellesley, more popularly known as the 1st Duke of Wellington was also a freemason like his 

father and elder brother who both rose to become the Grand Masters of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Although, unlike them he was a mason only during the initial years of his life as the later part of his life 

was mostly spent as an active soldier and politician. 

Duke of Wellington was initiated as a mason into the family lodge at Trim No 494 aged 21 during 1790. 

Lodge No. 494 later relocated to Dublin. 

Sir Alexander Fleming 

Sir Alexander Fleming is known for discovering the first antibiotic Penicillin and can be regarded as one 

of the most important figures in the history of modern medicine as his discoveries and research paved 

the way for other breath-taking discoveries in the fields of biology and medicine. Due to his work, he 

was knighted in 1944 and awarded Nobel Prize in Physiology in 1945. 

He was initiated as a mason at Sancta Maria Lodge No. 2682, London during 1909 and was an active 

mason for the rest of his life. 

Oscar Wilde 

Noted playwright, essayist, novelist and poet Oscar Wilde was also a freemason. He joined Apollo  

University Lodge during his time at Oxford University partly due to pressure from his father who was a 

lifelong mason. Although, he was expelled from various lodges bringing an end to his association with 

freemasonry. 

Mark Twain 

Mark Twain is perhaps the best-known American writer whose works have helped shape the modern 

American literary scene. Twain was initiated at Polar Star Lodge No. 79 A.F.&A.M., based in St. Louis 

during 1861 and resigned in 1869. 

Works of Mark Twain have occasional and subtle references to freemasonry, although he was careful 

not to emphasise his background as a freemason. 

Winston Churchill 

Winston Churchill is another notable historical figure who was a freemason. Winston Churchill stands 

out as one of the few people who influenced politics, statecraft and war in the 20th century.  

He was initiated in the Studholme Lodge 1591 on 24 May 1901 and remained an active mason until his 

resignation in 1912. 

This is by no means a comprehensive list as freemasons have helped mankind progress in each and 

every sphere of life and the above-mentioned figures are just a small part of the masonic tradition of 

excellence and contribution to the society at large. 



 

 

 

. 

 

I believe in the “hereafter ”   - 

…… I ’ l l walk into a room and forget what I was “ here-after. ” !!! 

 

‘ H ow do Freemasons Contribute to Society. ’  

 

We all know the story right? Freemasons are evil, they are the men behind “ the illuminati ”  and all the 

world ’ s problems can be linked ( s omehow )  to this mystical and esoteric secret society. Hog wash. 

All the conspiracy theories you hear about Freemasonry today, are just that; theories. 

Theories that has been over-hyped to attract the attention of the gullible who have not yet understood the 

many ways Freemasons contribute to society today. 

In fact, in this short post today, we are going to talk about just that, and that is; how do freemasons  

contribute to society? 
 

You may be surprised to know this, but the Fraternity can be found anywhere. 

There ’ s approximately six millions freemasons in the world today from all walks of life and in many  

different countries with a history spanning ( allegedly )  thousands of years. 

So, us “ the freemasons ”  surely aren ’ t as bad as they make us out to be right? Of course not!  

Here are some of the contributions Freemasons have made to society throughout the years it ’ s been 

organised as a “ society ” .  
 

The Many Landmarks You See 

All across the world, from London to New York, masonic lodges, monuments, statues and symbolism can 

be seen by anybody that has a trained-eye in spotting them. One of the most spectacular landmarks of 

Freemasonry is the George Washington Masonic Memorial in Washington DC. 
 

Some say even the “ Dollar Bill ”  has masonic symbolism in it, but honestly we can ’ t  deny or confirm 

that claim as there have been so much talk about it at this point that it ’ s hard to tell between the fake and 

the truth.  —  We ’ l l leave you to make up your own mind about it. 
 

Freemasons Did Have A Part In Writing The US Constitution 

Yes, the conspiracy theorist are right; Freemasons did play a part in writing the declaration of independ-

ence for the United States and also had a hand in writing the constitutions of the new free land. 

But that does not mean that Freemasons have any ulterior motives of doing so. It just so happened that  

a few ( very few )  signers of the declaration where masonic brothers and that is it. 

I ’ m sure there were many other “ p rofessions ”  that signed-in these laws but we never hear anything 

about them. I wonder why. 
 

Freemasons Have Also Held Public Office, Even Presidency. 

Another way freemasons have contributed to society is by holding the highest office of the land, and  

that is president of the United States. 

In fact, 15 different United States presidents were confirmed to be masons at one point or the other  

during their lifetime. You can see the full list of the 15 masonic presidents in this post right here.  

There ’ s a lot of great information on there so feel free to share it with the brethren. 
 

Encouraging Young Men To Become Better 

Moving on to more present times, the theme behind the freemasons’  message today is “making good 

men better ” . There are many strict laws on becoming a freemason so membership is not open for  

everybody, which makes sure that only law-abiding upstanding gentleman join the Craft and carry it  

forward into the future. 

 

The Charity Donations Freemasons Give 

At the end of it all, behind all the rituals and gala dinners, the main focus behind Freemasonry is charity 

work and all the money the fraternity makes through all the lodges in the world ( and there are many ) ,  

goes to helping different charities around the world in different causes. 

 

http://masonicfind.com/5-famous-masonic-buildings-around-the-world
http://masonicfind.com/the-15-us-presidents-that-were-also-freemasons
http://masonicfind.com/the-15-us-presidents-that-were-also-freemasons
http://masonicfind.com/the-benefits-of-being-a-freemason


 

 

 

 

‘ T hat winning Team ’  

 

It ’ s all very well to have courage and skill, 

And it ’ s fine to be counted a star. 

But the single deed with it ’ s touch of thrill, 

Doesn ’ t tell us the man you are. 

 

For there ’ s no lone hand in the game we play, 

We must work to a bigger scheme. 

And the thing that counts in the world today, 

Is how do you pull with the team. 

 

For never the work of life is done, 

By the man with the selfish dream. 

For the battle is lost, or the battle is won, 

By the spirit of the team. 

 

It ’ s the long, long haul and the dreary grind, 

Where the stars but faintly gleam. 

And it ’ s leaving all thought of self behind, 

That fashions a winning team. 

 

 

 

 

Freemasonry is  - 
 

Freemasonry is the world's largest, oldest and best-known gentleman's  

fraternity. It is based on the medieval stonemason guilds who built the  

great castles and cathedrals of Europe. Modern Freemasons use the tools, 

traditions and terminology of those earlier stonemasons as allegories for  

building temples in the hearts of men. 

It's said that we are a secret society. We do indeed have secrets—secrets  

that each individual man has to discover for and about himself. 

At its core, Freemasonry is simply an attempt to make the world a better  

place, one man at a time. For that man, it can become as simple or as  

complicated as he himself desires. It's not for everybody. Maybe it's for you. 



Some items of Humour and interest   - 

Sent in for your education by Bro Geoff Cooper. 

‘ V ery much  -  a believe-it-or-not tale. ’  
 

England is old and small and the local folks started running out of places to bury people,  

so they would dig up coffins and would take the bones to a bone-house and reuse the grave.  

When reopening these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were found to have scratch marks on the inside and 

they realised they had been burying people alive. So they would tie a string on the wrist of the corpse, 

thread it through the coffin and up through the ground and tie it to a  bell.   Someone would have to sit 

out in the graveyard all night ( the graveyard shift )  to listen for the bell;  thus someone could be, 

''Saved by the Bell ''or  was considered a  ''Dead Ringer''   And that's  the truth.  
  

Here ’ s another  -  

The next time you are washing your hands and complain because the water temperature isn't just how 

you like it, think about how things used to  be.  

  Here are some facts about the 1500s: Most people got married in June, because they took their yearly 

bath in May and they still smelled pretty good by June.  

However, since they were starting to smell, brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body odour. 

Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet when getting married.  
 

Another  -   

Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water.  The man of the house had the privilege of the nice 

clean water, then all the other sons and men, then the women and finally the children.  

Last of all the babies. By then the water was so dirty you could actually lose someone in it.   

Hence the saying, "Don't throw the baby out with the bath water!"  
 

Yet, another  - 

There is an old Hotel/Pub in Marble Arch, London , which used to have a gallows adjacent to it.  

Prisoners were taken to the gallows ( after a fair trial of course )  to be hanged.     

The horse-drawn dray, carting the prisoner, was accompanied by an armed guard, who  would  

stop the dray outside the pub and ask the  prisoner if he would like ''ONE LAST DRINK''.  

If he said YES, it was referred to as ONE FOR THE ROAD.    

If he declined, that Prisoner was ON THE WAGON.  
 

Another  - 

Houses had thatched roofs, thick straw piled high, with no wood underneath. It was the only place  

for animals to get warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice,  bugs )  lived in the roof.   

When it rained it became slippery and sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the roof.   

        Hence the saying "It's raining cats and dogs."        
 

Still another  -   

     There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house. This posed a real problem in the  

    bedroom, where bugs and other droppings could mess up your nice clean bed.  Hence, a bed with   

big posts and a sheet hung over the top afforded some protection.. That's how canopy beds came into 

existence. The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt. Hence the saying, "dirt 

poor." The wealthy had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread  

thresh ( straw )  on floor to help keep their footing. As the winter wore on they added more thresh until, 

when you opened the door, it would all start slipping outside. A piece of wood was placed in the  

entrance. Hence: a thresh  hold. ( G etting quite an education, aren't you? )   
 

Last one  -     

Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special. When visitors came over they 

would hang up their bacon, to show off. It was a sign of wealth that a man could,  

     "Bring home the bacon." They would cut off a little to share with guests and would all sit around  

talking and  ''chew the fat''.  

          ‘ T hanks Geoff ’        

   

         



 


