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Lovely night on 15th 

 

First Degree Working with Bro Shatty Philip 

W.Master Richard Kyle 

assisted by 

W.Bro Steve Weller, SD & Bro Trevor Langley, JD. 

 

“ W elcome Shatty ”  



      
 

 

 

 

 

Worshipful Master 

W.Bro. Richard Kyle 

23 Kiwi Avenue, 

Hamilton 

 PH. 027 5298 977 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

         Dear Brother,  

  The Master invites you to attend the Regular Meeting of the Lodge,  

        to be held in the Hamilton East Masonic Centre, Grey St.,  

              Hamilton East , on Thursday 20th July 2017, at 7:30 pm   
 

     Ceremony:      -   No Installation  -  Table Lodge 
   

    1. Confirmation of Minutes 

    2. Accounts for payment 

    3. Treasurer ’ s report.  

    4. Correspondence 

    5. Almoner ’ s report 

    6. General Business 

    7.          Notice of Motion  - 
 

       Hon Sec. W.Bro Trevor Service 
  

     Officers of the Lodge 
 

 I.P.M. - W.Bro Murray Loft   Dep. Master - W.Bro Don McNaughton  

 Sen. Deacon -  W.Bro Stephen Weller  Jun. Deacon - W.Bro Darryl Gray 

     Chaplain -  W.Bro Keith Buick             Dir. of Ceremony - W.Bro Brian Cowley 

     Inner Guard - Bro Loren Rout-Brown  Tyler - W.Bro Bryan Dawson 

 Ass. D.O.C. -  W.Bro Bob Ancell  Almoner - W.Bro Graham Hallam 

 Organist - Bro Norm Weir   Steward - Bro Geoff Cooper 
 

Lodge Rooms Phone number  -  021 0856 7657 

Senior Warden 

W.Bro. Dennis Mead. 

14 Lochinvar Drive 

Hamilton 

PH. 07 846 3801 

Junior Warden 

W.Bro Bill Newell 

Villa 19 

St. Kilda Retirement Village 

91 Alan Livingstone Drive 

Cambridge,  3434 

Treasurer 

W.Bro. Adrian de Bruin 

 265A Hakirimata Rd 

       Ngaruawahia  

Ph.  07 829 7786 ( eve )  

Secretary 

W.Bro. Trevor Service 

    P.O. Box 4014 

     Hamilton.  3210 

     Ph. 07 843 7365 ( eve )  

0211 775710 

NOTICE PAPER 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 To be Initiated  -    
 

 To be Passed to the Second Degree    -  Bro. Shatty Philip 
  

 To be Raised to the Third Degree  -   
  

   Please contact the Almoner, - 

 W.Bro Graham Hallam,  07 855 5198 in all cases of difficulty, sickness or distress.  
 

 Please contact the secretary to update any items, and the membership listings,   

  Secretary ’ s details  -  W.Bro Trevor Service,  5  Bremridge Place       

       Hamilton,  3206.   Ph  -  07 843 7365     Mob  -  0211 775710 

   e-mail  address  -  lodgehillcrest363@outlook.co.nz 
 

 Editor of the Plumbline   -   W.Bro Graham Hallam. 

  Ph 855 5198 ( eve )     e-mail  -  mallah@xtra.co.nz 
 

 Lodge ’ s Web page  -  www.lodgehillcrest.org.nz  
 

 Lodge Notices. 

  Master ’ s visiting programme during JulyAugust 2017 

                     as seen on the monthly Lodge calendar, back page. 
 

Lodge Monthly Diary  -  July 2017 
 

Thursday,  6th July at 7:00pm.  Junior Warden meeting  and practice. 

Thursday, 13th July at 6:45pm.  Management meeting and practice. 

Thursday, 20th July at 7:30pm.  Regular monthly meeting. 

 

Special Thanks  — 

Lodge Hillcrest 363 would like to thank most heartedly the  

following business for their continued support throughout the year 
 

FAIRVIEW MOTORS  -  JAMES R. HILL  

LODGE HILLCREST 363 

 

              Very Special  Notice  — 
 

The month of July is the regular month that Lodge Hillcrest 363  

has it ’ s annual Installation. 
 

Due to the pending Consolidation/Amalgamation with Lodges  

Hamutana and Te Marama in September 2017, it has been  

recommended that Lodge Hillcrest hold-off from any Installation  

at this particular time and all current Lodge Office positions will continue at this time. 
 

It is envisaged that the Installation and Convocation of the new Lodge 

will be very suitable for the Lodge’ s  commencement then. 

       Ed. 



 

The Master ’ s report, June 2017 

Greetings Brothers, 

 Firstly, I would like to congratulate our newly Initiated Brother Shatty Philip, Welcome to Lodge 

Hillcrest. I would also like to thank all the brethren who took part in the ceremony, I know it has been a 

few months since our last degree working, and it was also our first working with the new format of the 

ceremony, it ran smoothly for the most part and some minor tweaks are in the works to further smooth 

line the process. 

I would also Like to welcome W.Bro. Andre Schenk as a joining member of lodge Hillcrest, at the end of 

last month I had a Nice Cold beer with Andre where we discussed a common thread, Baking. It would 

seem that while I make a crumb in one of the local supermarket bakery ’ s, Andre made some  

significant dough with his own bakery a number of years back. 

I ’ d Also like to thank those brothers who went out of their way to bring along a few less familiar faces, 

it was good to see Bro Michael Adam, Bro John Macintosh, W.Bro Tony Hilton, W.Bro Norm Adams, 

and W.Bro Len Moorland. I do hope to see you all again at future meetings when time permits. 
 

As I have had a significant amount on in my personal life this last month, I have been forced to limit my 

visiting, but the Lodge visits I did attend really did stand out. Waihi on the 5th was a particularly special 

evening where we were able to present, with the assistance of Waihi, Bro. Sam Mugway with his  

Master Mason Certificate on successfully completing his test questions.  

The presentation on legionaries ’  disease, and its impact on W.Bro George Weir drove home some 

unexpected truths, Keep blowing those Musical instruments and be careful with that old potting mix 

brethren… it may just save your life. 
 

My thanks to W.Bro Don McNaughton for representing lodge Hillcrest at the Field days this year, I had 

hoped to attend but was struck Ill at the time with that pesky head cold still. I look forward to hearing his 

tales from his time in the cold, the fog, and the muck. 
 

I had hoped to Attend Beta-Waikato to see W.Bro Ralph Evans in to the Chair once more, But I was 

struck Ill with a headcold and deemed it best to rest up and keen the bugs to myself ( I could not blow 

a note anyway on the trumpet ) . If he is reading, I wish him and his lodge well for the coming year. 

Finally, Brethren a few upcoming events, I have a visit to lodge Hamutana on the 26th where a  

presentation is to be given on the new divisional website.  
 

On the 29th we have a full meeting of all three lodges at the Te Marama Lodge rooms ( Ngaruawahia)

to discuss and plan the consolidation, which will also include the nomination of officers for the new 

Lodge. Early next month I will be assisting in a simulated second degree at Te Marama on the 3rd, the 

Memorial plaque unveiling for MW Bro Barry McLaggan at Paiko on the 9th , and the Grand Lodge visit 

to Pukemiro Monday 10th. The rest are on the calendar as per usual. 
  

I look forward to seeing you on the 20th of July for our table lodge meeting.  

W. Bro. Richard Kyle             

 

 

Visiting   ?? 
 

Brethren  -  The Master has been out visiting at many Lodge ’ s and represents all of 

you at these occasions.  He has been very fortunate that a goodly number of Lodge  

Hillcrest brethren have been with him on these occasions. 
 

Brethren, don ’ t leave the visiting to the few regulars, why don ’ t some of you come with 

the Master and enjoy the company of many other brethren from many other Lodge ’ s.  

We are pooling our cars and arrange pick-up if required,  so you can get a lift...…. 

Ring our JW and try to come.  -  I encourage you all to do so.       Ed. 



 

Consolidation Report 
 

Gentlemen, the bylaws are as we speak receiving one final Passover before being sent to  

grand lodge, it has taken a significant amount of time longer to clarify aspects of the wording  

in places, but we have reached a final product acceptable to all parties.  

A list of perspective officers for nomination has been produced and contains members from all  

three lodges in varying quantities. The Unique talents contained within the three lodges are  

varied and although unlikely to be the final form, I suspect many of the element will remain  

save for a few minor tweaks as late nominations come in. 
 

The meeting on the 29th at Te Marama will be our next big litmus test in the process, there are  

working parties to complete a variety of tasks and we wish all brothers to participate and aid  

where their means and unique talents permit.  

An agenda will be circulated separately, and those wishing to put names forward for offices are  

encouraged to do so before the meeting to either myself or Murray Loft. 
  

Murray Loft: lofties@xtra.co.nz 

Richard Kyle: rgkylenz@gmail.com 

mailto:lofties@xtra.co.nz
mailto:rgkylenz@gmail.com


TABLE LODGE 
 

 After the labors of the Lodge have been completed, Freemasons frequently meet at tables to 

enjoy a repast in common. In England and America, this repast is generally called a banquet, and the 

Lodge is said to be, during its continuance, at refreshment. 
 

The Master, of course, presides, assisted by the Wardens, and it is considered most proper that no  

profanes should be present. But with these exceptions, there are no rules specially laid down for the  

government of Masonic banquets. It will be seen, by an inspection of the article Refreshment in this work, 

that during a the eighteenth century, and even at the commencement of the nineteenth,  

refreshments in a English Lodges were taken during the sessions of the Lodge and in the Lodge room, 

and then, of course, a rigid rules were in existence for the government of the Fraternity, and for the  

regulation of the forms in which the refreshments should be partaken. But this system has long grown 

obsolete, and the Masonic banquets of the present day differ very little from those of other societies,  

except, perhaps, in a more Strict observance of the rules of order, and in the exclusion of all  

non-Masonic visitors. 
 

But French Freemasons have prescribed a very formal system of rules for what they call a Loge de Table, 

or Table Lodge. The room in which the banquet takes place is as much protected by its isolation from 

observation as the Lodge-room itself. Table Lodges are always held in the Apprentice's Degree, and 

none but Freemasons are permitted to be present. Even the attendants are taken from the class known 

as Serving Brethren, that is to say, waiters who have received the First Degree for the special purpose of 

entitling them to be present on such occasions. 
 

The table is in the form of a horseshoe or elongated semicircle. The Master sits at the head, the Senior 

Warden at the northwest extremity, and the Junior Warden at the southwest The Deacons or equivalent 

officers sit between the two Wardens. The Brethren are placed around the exterior margin of the table, 

facing each other; and the void space between the sides is occupied by the serving Brethren or  

attendants. It is probable that the form of the table was really adopted at first from motives of  

convenience.  

But M. Hermitte assigns for it a symbolism. He says that as the entire circle represents the year, or the 

complete revolution of the earth around the sun, the semicircle represents the half of that revolution, or a 

period of six months, and therefore refers to each the two solstitial points of summer and winter, or the 

two great festivals of the Order in June and December, when the most important Table Lodges are held. 
 

The Table Lodge is formally opened with an invocation to the Grand Architect. During the banquet seven 

toasts are given. These are called Santes d' Obligation, or obligatory toasts. They are drunk with certain 

ceremonies which are prescribed by the ritual, and from which no departure is permitted.  

These toasts are: 

 1  The health of the Sovereign and/or Chief Magistrate. 

 2  Grand Master and the Supreme power of the Order or the Grand Lodge. 

 3  Master of the Lodge; this is offered by the Senior Warden. 

 4  The two Wardens. 

 5  Visiting Brethren. 

 6  The other officers of the Lodge, and the new initiates or affiliates if there be any. 

 7  All Freemasons wheresoever spread over the face of the globe. 
 

Ragon, refers these seven toasts of obligation to the seven libations made by the ancients in their  

banquets in honor of the seven planets, the Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, and Saturn, and 

the seven days of the week which are named after them; and he assigns some striking reasons for the 

reference. But this symbolism, although very beautiful, is evidently very modern. 
 

The Table Lodge is then closed with the fraternal kiss, which is passed from the Master around the table, 

and with the usual forms. 

 



 

 

One of the most curious things about these Table Lodges is the  

vocabulary used. The instant that the Lodge is opened, a change 

takes place in the names of things, and no person is permitted to  

call a plate a plate, or a knife a knife, or anything else by the  

appellation by which it is known in ordinary conversation.  

Such a custom formerly prevailed in England, if we may judge from  

a passage in Doctor Oliver's Revelations of a Square where an  

instance is given of its use in 1780, when the French vocabulary  

was employed. It would seem, from the same authority, that the  

custom was introduced into England from France by Captain George 

Smith, the author of the Use and Abuse of Freemasonry, who was 

initiated in a Continental Lodge. 
 

Source: Mackey's Encyclopedia of Freemasonry 
 

‘ T his article is written with the express wish to enlighten all the 

members of the Lodge who do not know anything about a Table 

Lodge. ’  ( and I am one of those  -  Ed. )  

So, as the Master is having a “Table Lodge ”  ceremony (held 

in the refectory )  I feel more comfortable knowing a little about 

such an event, and to be involved in its happening. 

I look forward to the July evening knowing something different is happening, and I encourage as 

many of you that can come, to come and enjoy the experience together. 

         Ed. 

 

THE FIRST LODGES — WHAT HAPPENED TO THEM? 
 

 Masonic tradition holds that on June 24,1717, the Masons of the four old lodges in 

London, England, met to revive the tradition of feasting on St. John the Baptist Day (June 24 )  and 

on St. John the Evangelist Day ( December 27 ) .  

In order to maintain the revival, these men created a Grand Lodge. Masonic lodges existed before 

that time, but the 1717 date represents the basic, creative step in the overall continuity and  

agreement of principles that still govern the international fraternity we have today. 

The four lodges were at the Goose and Gridiron Ale House in St Paul ’ s Churchyard; the 

Crown Ale House in Parker ’ s Lane, near Drury Lane; the Apple Tree Tavern in Charles Street, 

Covent Garden; and the Rummer and Grapes Tavern in Channel Row, Westminster. 
 

Of those lodges, the Crown Ale House ceased meeting in 1736, but the other three still meet today. 

Because their dates of origin are unknown, and they predate the formation of Grand Lodge itself, they 

have the status of being ‘ t ime immemorial ’ .  
 

Today, the lodge at the Goose and Gridiron is now Lodge of Antiquity, No. 2. It was certainly in  

existence in 1691 and may well have been the lodge within the London Masons Company that Elias 

Ashmole attended in 1682. It became No. 1 of the premier Grand Lodge in 1717 and until 1760 was 

known by the name of the tavern at which it met. In 1760, the lodge took the name of American & 

West Indian Lodge but in 1770 assumed its present name. 

The lodge at the Apple Tree Tavern is now Lodge of Fortitude & Old Cumberland, No. 12. 

The lodge at the Rummer and Grapes in Channel Row is now Royal Somerset House & Inverness 

Lodge, No. 4. Named Old Horn Lodge in 1767, it united with Somerset House Lodge in1774 and took 

that name. In 1828 it united with Royal Inverness Lodge, thefirst lodge warranted under the United  

Grand Lodge, and took its present name. 
 

 Article from Tawhiri Lodge No 166, monthly newsletter   -  Ven. Bro Reg Nicholson. 



 THE TRAIL OF THE ANCIENT BUILDERS. 

  Read at meeting held on 26th April, 1928.  -   By Bro. Rev. Angus McDonald. 
 

  I intend to give a few short sketches of ancient ruins and monuments which are to be found in odd 

corners of the earth. Most of the ruins I will refer to this evening are to be found in jungles, deserts, and 

islands of the sea. But even in their ruined condition they testify to the art and skill of the builders and 

craftsmen of long ago; men who understood the science of architecture and the art of carving and building 

in stone, often with no other tools than stone chisels and stone hammers.  

That they were "Masons" and "Craftsmen" who knew the secrets and mysteries of their own day and  

generation there can be no doubt, and they were the fore-runners of the skilled men who, with more  

modern tools, built the Temples, Cathedrals, and Monuments known to us to-day. 
 

When you leave the port of Alexandria going west along the coast of North Africa, you come to the Bay of 

Sidra about 500 miles from Alexandria. If one knows where to look, one can find in a little pocket in the 

head of the bay the entrance to an ancient canal. This canal runs in to the foot of the hills (Black 

Mountains ) , about 11 miles through swamps and sand. At one time the canal was faced with dressed 

blocks of stone. At intervals along this canal there are stone piers with great stone rings and stone  

bollards for tieing boats to. In the swamp at the head of the canal are many ruins of houses and temples 

that were built of enormous blocks of dressed stone and square stone pillars.  

Before the day of the compass ( Sphinx period )  higher up in the foot of the hills are rock temples 

excavated out of the living rock. Here one finds great Halls, Temples, and Altars, and long shelves on 

which were laid the bodies of the dead. The bodies were first mummyfied and then exposed to the drip 

from the roof of the cave which slowly covered the bodies with a thin layer of carbonate of lime and  

silica, giving the bodies the appearance of being enamelled. 

There are no writings to tell who the builders were, but archaeologists believe the work to be early  

Phoenician ( probable date 2000 B.C. )  

These are actually the caves of Kor or the Caves of Silence referred to by Rider Haggard in "She." 
 

When you can afford to spend a holiday in Rhodesia devote part of your visit to the ruins of Zimbabwe 

( s ometimes called Monomotopa in the Matabele language ) .  

These ruins spread over an area of from 30 to 40 square miles. Ancient gold diggings, Temples, and  

Towers all built of granite bricks by the Sobieus. There are many marks on temple walls and ancient altars 

which present-day Masons will recognise as craft symbols such as the triangle, square, etc.  

Many leading scholars believe that this ancient city was built by the Sobieus, who sent the gold to 

Palestine from Sofala in the Indian Ocean. Either Sofala or some port in Southern Arabia being the Ophir 

of the Old Testament.  

There are quite a number of ruined cities in Mashonaland which, in common with those of Zimbabwe were 

built by a race of builders and craftsmen who have disappeared off the face of the earth.  

In the Mashonaland desert running due north and south there is a road paved with great blocks of dressed 

stone. It is wide enough for six horsemen to ride abreast on it. 

One stumbles across this mysterious road among the sand hills or on ridges where the winds have swept 

away. Due north on the horizon on a clear day can be seen the top of two high mountains where there are 

hidden caves, rock temples, or some ancient mystery to which the desert road leads. 

On one occasion when crossing the valley of the Crocodile River near the border of Portuguese East  

Africa, I came upon a terraced hill. The walls of the terraces were built of blocks of dressed granite.  

I traced three terraces about 12 feet wide. A land slide had carried a great part of the hillside down into the 

riverbed. Let us now take our aeroplane and fly across the Atlantic and land on the Callao Plateau in the 

Andes in Peru.  

In the centre of this plateau, which is 14,000 feet above sea level, is lake Titicaca. On the southern side of 

this lake are the ruins of a large city, the builders being entirely unknown. The city covered a large area 

and was built by highly skilled masons and with the use of enormous stones ( on stone is 36 feet long by 

7 feet, weighing 170 tons, another 26 feet long by 16 by 6 ) .Apart from the monoliths of ancient Egypt 

there is nothing to equal this in any other part of the world. Next in point or interest to the enormous stones 

is the excellence of the workmanship.  



  

 The lines are accurately straight, the angles correctly drawn, the surfaces level. The upright 

monoliths ( Greek: monos, single, and lithos, stone )  have mortices and projecting lodges to retain in 

place the horizontal slabs which completed the wall. Wandering among the ruins one comes across 

pieces of stone carvings and ornaments accurately designed and beautifully finished.  

Heads of ancient statues with curiously shaped head dresses. Everything about these prehistoric ruins 

speaks of the highest masonic skill.  
 

One enormous square slab of stone, once a window frame of careful workmanship, with nine  

apertures, all in one piece. There are steps leading down from some of the houses to stone piers in the 

lake. Who built this city and when was it built? In the time of the Incas the place was known as the ruins 

of the City of Mystery. A mystery it is; the lake that at one time lapped the city walls is to-day three 

miles away. The city in which at one time dwelt an enormous population who must have grown their 

own food on the surrounding plateau under a well-organised government has left neither writing nor 

key to its riddle. The plateau to-day is so cold that no grain of any kind will ripen on it, and the only 

animals to be found are mountain partridges. 

I will make a brief reference to a style of architecture used in ancient buildings in different parts of the 

world. The outer walls were built of dressed stone cut several surfaces and square angles, which would 

fit into other blocks cut on the same principle. This style of fitting the blocks gave the wall an irregular 

appearance, different to straight lines and square blocks used in ordinary architecture.  

Going from the great pyramid of Egypt to the Sphinx you pass an ancient temple, what is left of the wall 

is built in this irregular style. On the slopes of the Andes, near the city of Cusco, there is an ancient  

pre-Inca temple built in the same style. But we could hardly expect a third link in this irregular chain in 

the Easter Island, where a wall of well-dressed stones built in this irregular style still stands.  

I brought good pictures of these walls to show you. Also, that of two skulls with masonic symbols  

engraved on them. This South Pacific Island of mystery ( Easter Island )  with about 300 images, 

some set up on splendid built platforms of large blocks of stone well squared and dressed - who was 

the race that built them? Why did they drop their tools round the images they were working on, as if 

they were called away in a hurry and never returned? Who put the Egyptian Symbol of the key of life on 

the backs of some of the images? These and many other riddles left by the ancient builders are yet to 

be solved. 
 

What do we know of the temple of Ellor, in South India, all carved out of the solid rock? What do we 

know of Petra, the Red Rose City, half as old as time, buried in the heart of Arabia, and lost to the outer 

world for about seven centuries. 

What do we know of the great wall of China, 1500 miles long, built 240 B.C., 15 to 30 feet high, 15 feet 

wide at top? What do we know of the old Roman wall built right across England by the Roman masons 

and engineers? There are many other ruins well worth serious study and research. 
 

” T he Trail of the Ancient Builders. ”  

Reproduced in 2002, as near as possible to the original. 

By  W. Bro Alan B. Bevins 
 

 Article sent to Plumbline by W.Bro Geoff Mather,  United Masters Lodge No 167 

     Auckland, NZ. 

 

Very Special Meeting  — 
 

Your attendance is necessary at a joint Lodge meeting to be held 

In the Ngaruawahia Lodge Room,  Lodge Te Marama No 186 

on Thursday 29th June 2017 at 7:00pm 
 

Future of Lodge consolidation to be discussed. 

 



  ‘ U nited Grand Lodge of England’ s  

attempt to bring in young men. ’  
 

An article today on UGLE ’ S attempt to reach out to young men.     

From   -   ‘ Freemasons See Young Blood as Key to Survival ’   -   by Holly Ellyat. 

to boost the numbers of young people joining its ranks as it work 
 It ’ s out with the old at the Freemasons as the international society looks to boost the  

numbers of young people joining its ranks as it works to survive in the modern world. 

Founded in the 19th century in Europe before being exported to the U.S. and worldwide, freemasonry is 

also known as "the craft," in homage to its roots in stonemasonry. 

It portrays itself as a "fraternal society" where its members support one another, providing a space for 

like-minded people to socialize at "lodges" and carry out charitable works, while enabling its six million 

members worldwide to improve themselves on a moral level. 
 

Famous Freemasons have included presidents and prime ministers, from Winston Churchill in the U.K. 

and George Washington in the U.S. and famous businessmen such as Henry Ford and Apple  

co-founder Steve Wozniak. Mozart and Buzz Aldrin were also members. 

The group also has strong links to the British royal family, with the Queen's cousin, the Duke of Kent, 

the current patron, or "Grand Master," of the U.K.'s Freemasons. 

However, the society is not without its detractors who accuse it of being a secret society, where its  

predominantly male-only lodges use "funny handshakes" and "secret symbols" to recognize one  

another. Furthermore, it has been accused frequently of being an "old boys network" where members 

use their connections for personal gain. 

In a bid to quash what it calls the "myths" surrounding it as it heads towards its tercentenary in 2017, the 

United Grand Lodge of England and Wales ( UGLE )  - the governing body of the U.K. Freemasons 

which oversees around 8,000 lodges - has undergone something of a re-branding exercise. 

"We want to be seen as a more relevant society," said Nigel Brown, Grand Secretary ( or chief execu-

tive )  of UGLE. 

"There's no doubt that the majority of our members are older but young people have a huge amount to 

offer to the mix within lodges - the older members might have more life experience but the younger ones 

have new ideas and it's the combination of that that's important." 

The organisation has tried to raise awareness of its existence and activities among young people as its 

existing membership ages. A few years ago it set up a "universities scheme" to "establish and/or  

enhance arrangements and opportunities for undergraduates and other university members to enjoy 

Freemasonry," as the scheme's website says. 

At its post war peak, there were in excess of 500,000 Freemasons in the U.K.. By November this year, 

there are 214,000 - which had fallen from 228,000 in 2011. But the latest figures give some promising 

reading for the society. 

Although in November 2013, the 21-30 age group represented only 2.07 percent of the total member-

ship of U.K. Freemasons while all other age groups have declined in numbers, the range of younger 

members has increased. 

Membership among the 21 to 30 age group has increased 7.65 percent over the last two years while 

membership in all other age groups decreased; The 40 - 50 age group has declined just over 10 per-

cent, around 7 percent among 50/60 year olds and is down almost 10 percent between 60/70 year olds. 
 

University Lodges 
 

Since the launch of the universities scheme, forty lodges that either operate in university towns or are 

attached to universities to cater mainly for students or alumni have become involved. Masons that were 

spoken to insisted that the scheme was to "raise awareness" about the group and not to actively recruit 

more members - which is against the group's ethos. 

Alistair Townsend has been a Freemason for 22 years and is the Secretary of Isaac Newton University 

Lodge ( INUL ) , a lodge attached to Cambridge University principally made up of past and present 

students. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 He stated that there had definitely been an increase in younger members within his lodge of 200  

members. "Older members within INUL are definitely aware of the importance of recruiting and retaining 

younger members," he said. 

"Young people bring new ideas. We can get all the 60 year olds that we want but it's important to bring 

in people with new ideas. Unless we get that, the way we interact with the outside world, freemasonry is 

not going to change." Membership costs around Â£100 a year for a regular member but students pay 

around a quarter of that figure. Asked what the organisation actually offered young people, Townsend 

said it enabled young people to feel connected to the past, a sense of tradition and formality which was 

"now missing from life and the world." "We've got to find a way to show young people that we are 

inclusive, without losing those qualities," he added. 

Claims of inclusivity and openness have been countered by accusations that the group is male-

dominated, however. Women can become Freemasons, but can only join "orders" which are separate 

from the mainstream male-only lodges. 
 

Interestingly, female members call each other "brother" and the head of the lodge is called the 

"Worshipful Master" like their male-only counterparts. The "International Order of Co-Freemasonry" - 

also known as "Le Droit Humain" - is open to men and women but is not widely approved of among 

many masons. 
 

Secrets and Symbols 

With the organisation's main entrance requirement hardly taxing -- the only pre-requisite for joining  

being that applicants have some belief in a higher being - there could be concerns that younger  

members don't take the group seriously. 

Furthermore, the Freemasons have been dogged with an accusation that they operate as an "old boys 

network" in which members give each other an unfair advantage in the world of business or politics - 

something else that could attract some young people looking to get ahead in a more hostile world where 

the competition for jobs is rife. 

INUL's Secretary Alistair Townsend said it was important to meet younger applicants before they were 

accepted into his - or any lodge - to make sure they were suitable for membership and were joining for 

the right reasons. UGLE's Nigel Brown, meanwhile, said that "if a member came to me expecting some 

kind of leg-up he'd be struck off immediately." 
 

With thousands of other university societies operating in the U.K. that offer students the chance to  

socialise, practice a hobby or learn a new skill, joining the Freemasons might not be the obvious choice 

to engage in such activities - unless they did see some kind of personal advantage. 

One active young Freemason conceded that some people did join for the wrong reason. "Some people 

make the fundamental mistake of believing that the freemasons are essentially a networking club,"  

Sanjay Mody, a doctor who counts himself among the 21 to 35 age group of Freemasons, told CNBC on 

Monday. "But it's not all, it's about fellowship and camaraderie." 

Mody joined the group in 2001 when he was a medical student in Scotland. Having lived and worked in 

the U.S. and Cayman islands, he's attended not only his "mother lodge" in Scotland ( "Lodge Ancient 

No.49" )  but many abroad. 
 

 "As corny as it sounds, for me joining the masons was like a "calling". The masonic values matched 

what I was looking for and I found that a lot of my friends at university were in it already." 

The latest event to harness the influx of younger members is the forthcoming "University Lodges Ball," a 

150-year-old society event that has been resurrected by the "Apollo University Lodge" of Oxford and 

Townsend's Cambridge, London. One of the organisers of the ball, which is open to members and  

non-members alike and being held to make money for a veterans' charity, said that it was a way for the 

organisation to promote itself among a wide range of young people. 

"I think what's happened with freemasonry, like a lot of large companies or organisations, is that the 

world has changed around us and it's just taken us slightly longer to adapt and change with it. 

"We're not some weird, secret society," he said. There are no Illuminati roaming about or funny hand-

shakes involved -- although, it's a grip, not a handshake -- We're an organisation with moral codes and 

people join us for the sense of camaraderie, the opportunities to learn and charitable giving." 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                        A Belief in God 

                      “ In Whom Do You Put Your Trust ”  
 

 Recently I read an article originating from the United Grand Lodge of England, 

written by a Senior Provincial Grand Chaplain. Many of the points raised are valid 

throughout Masonry universal. They are just as applicable in our jurisdiction, as they were in their  

original context, and it is for our education that they are repeated.  
 

What sense does it make to ask a candidate for our Order, if he believes in a Supreme Being? In many 

cases this is probably the first time that he has been asked this question. Do candidates today actually 

believe in God –  or do they say so in order to become eligible to join the Craft?  
 

At the time when our principles were written down, “ our ”  countries ( A ustralia and England )  were 

overwhelmingly Christian: now they are more multi-cultural, and it is evident that the influence of religion 

in society has declined.  
 

Nevertheless, when a candidate is being initiated, and before his ceremony proceeds, the first question 

put to him is… ” In whom do you put your trust? ”  Likewise at the Committee of Enquiry he was asked…  

” D o you believe in a Supreme Being? ”   
 

Regardless of the present state of society, it can be shown that the belief in a Supreme Being is one of 

the oldest and most fundamental of the Ancient Landmarks of our Order.  

This belief in God as a requirement for membership is not a new tenet of the Craft. Ancient records 

demonstrate that this is a Landmark of the Order.  
 

What, you may well ask, is a Landmark? Biblical references ( eg. Deuteronomy 27:17 or Proverbs 

22:28 )  allude to “ the non-violation of landmarks ” , which were indeed the permanent boundaries of a 

property which neighbouring parties were not allowed to remove or alter.  
 

A surveyor today having set out the boundaries of a property applies for a title ( or “ land-marking ”  

document )  to be recorded and issued. This prevents encroachment by any person for whatever  

purpose to change the identity or nature of the said land marks.  
 

In similar manner, there are certain principles, practices, traditions, usages and laws which are  

considered to be significant to the essential identity and nature of Freemasonry. These things, which  

are spoken off as the Ancient Landmarks of the Order, are irrevocable and unchangeable.  

How many Landmarks there might be is a matter of some debate, but is not our present concern. 

“ Every Master-Elect, before being placed in the chair, shall solemnly pledge himself to preserve the 

Landmarks of the Order ” .  
 

However in all the lists of Landmarks there are elements which are common to each of them. These 

are:-  

•    That a Mason professes a belief in God; the Supreme Being; the GAOTU.  

•    That the VSL is an essential part of the Lodge, and must be open in full view    

       when the brethren are at labour.  

•    The third element is an afterlife, which is spoken of in Rituals, though is not  

       specified as to what type of future awaits the believing mason.  
 

So it may confidently be claimed that “ a belief in God ”  is a Landmark of The Craft.  
 

The question which must now be addressed is what is the relationship between Masonry and religion?  
 

Freemasonry is “ a system of morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols ” . It is a philosophy 

of ethical conduct which imparts moral and social virtues and which fosters brotherly love.  

Freemasonry stands for the values that are supreme in the life of the Church, and expects each  

member to follow his own faith and to place his duty to God above all other duties.  

 

 



 

‘  A recent study found that women who carry a little extra weight, 

often live longer than the men who mention it. ’  !!!  

Though religious in character, Freemasonry is not a religion, nor a substitute for one. The mason who 

says “ Masonry is my religion ”  does not know what he is talking about. As masons we are proud that  

our Order practices universal tolerance regarding religion, so that any member may sit in a Masonic  

Lodge whatever his religion.  
 

All discussion on the topic of religion is banned in the Lodge, along with politics, or as we have said  

before, any subject which is liable to create personal variance and animosity. When prayers are offered 

 in the Lodge, Masons understand that regardless of the person speaking, the words and manner of the 

prayer are being offered to THEIR Supreme Being.  
 

There is nothing in Freemasonry that is opposed to the religion a man brings with him into the Masonic 

Lodge. Neither does Freemasonry assert, nor teach that one religion is better than another.  

It simply does not make this judgment. We believe in religious freedom, and that the relationship between 

the individual and his God is personal, private and sacred. We do not apply a theological test to a  

candidate. Our only religious test is to ensure that he believes in a Supreme Being.  
 

Belief in God is faith: Belief about God is theology. As Freemasons we are interested only in a man ’ s  

faith, not his theology. Therefore we insist that Freemasonry is not a religion, because it lacks the  

characteristics that make up a religion. “ Light ”  to us implies knowledge, and certainly not Salvation. 

Prayers are offered on many public occasions ( eg. opening of Parliament ) . We have no dogma or  

theology: no creed or profession of faith. We offer no sacraments, does not claim to lead to salvation  

by works, by secret knowledge, or by any other means. Our altar is not connected with any communion  

or sacrifices to the Deity, but is merely a resting place for the candidate ’ s VSL, on which he takes his 

obligations.  
 

Thus belief in God is a Landmark of the Craft, and underlies everything in Freemasonry, and so the  

vital question is still the same –   

“ I n whom do you put your trust ” ?  

 

Paul Matthews  

Lodge Education Officer 
 

Deuteronomy 27:17 - (King James Bible )  

Cursed [be] he that removeth his neighbour's landmark. And all the people shall say, Amen. 
 

Proverbs 22:28 - (King James Bible )  

Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy fathers have set. 



Freemasons Stand at the recent Agricultural Fieldays 

Mystery Creek. 

         VW Bro Warwick Roberts,                                VW Bro Don Seath   

WBro Dene Richards, & WBro Kirk Spragg.  Looking to get new members. !!! 

 

                          The Boss teaching the student    The student, Te Radar,  

            as a fast learner. !!!! 



 

Any help needed ????? 
 

As we continue to progress through the year we need to keep in touch with our Masonic  

families and to see if there is any jobs that are needed to be done for any of them 

around their properties, in particular. 

The year is fast moving and some gardening, hedge trimming and other jobs may need attention. 

So, be aware of our families and if you know where help is needed, 

get in touch with W.Bro Murray Loft   -   lofties@xtra.co.nz   -  or ph 8465577 

         Ed. 

Obviously just there for a chat. !!! 

Great Stand, Isn ’ t it.? 
 

Get ’ s carted around the district ( a nd beyond )  and is on display 

at many shows and public display areas.  



 

“ A  book may be forgotten  -  A word misunderstood 

But to feel the grasp of a friendly hand 

Is the pledge of brotherhood. ”  


