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Presentation of ‘ Roll of Honour ’  to W.Bro Bob Ancell 

by V WBro Don Seath, District Grand master, 

and W.Bro Richard Kyle, Master of the Lodge. 



      
 

 

 

 

 

Worshipful Master 

W.Bro. Richard Kyle 

23 Kiwi Avenue, 

Hamilton 

 PH. 027 5298 977 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Brother,  

  The Master invites you to attend the Regular Meeting of the Lodge,  

        to be held in the Hamilton East Masonic Centre, Grey St.,  

              Hamilton East , on Thursday 16th March 2017, at 7:30 pm   

 

     Ceremony:  -     Harmony Night,  Serious discussion on future of Lodge Consolidation. 

   

    1. Confirmation of Minutes 

    2. Accounts for payment 

    3. Treasurer ’ s report.  

    4. Correspondence 

    5. Almoner ’ s report 

    6. General Business 

  

Treasurer 

W.Bro. Adrian de Bruin 

 265A Hakirimata Rd 

       Ngaruawahia  

Ph.  07 829 7786 ( eve )  

  

 

 I.P.M. - W.Bro Murray Loft   Dep. Master - W.Bro Don McNaughton  

 Sen. Deacon -  W.Bro Stephen Weller  Jun. Deacon - W.Bro Darryl Gray 

     Chaplain -  W.Bro Keith Buick             Dir. of Ceremony - W.Bro Brian Cowley 

     Inner Guard - Bro Loren Rout-Brown  Tyler - W.Bro Bryan Dawson 

 Ass. D.O.C. -  W.Bro Bob Ancell  Almoner - W.Bro Graham Hallam 

 Organist - Bro Norm Weir   Steward - Bro Geoff Cooper 

 

 

Lodge Rooms Phone number  -  021 0856 7657 
 

   
        

LODGE HILLCREST 363 

Senior Warden 

W.Bro. Dennis Mead. 

14 Lochinvar Drive 

Hamilton 

PH. 07 846 3801 

Junior Warden 

W.Bro Bill Newell 

Villa 19 

St. Kilda Retirement Village 

91 Alan Livingstone Drive 

Cambridge,  3434 

Secretary 

W.Bro. Trevor Service 

    P.O. Box 4014 

     Hamilton.  3210 

     Ph. 07 843 7365 ( eve )  

0211 775710 



 

 

NOTICE PAPER 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION   - 
 

 Brethren, below is a Notice of Motion agreed to at the November meeting as a  

             recommendation to the Lodge, to be presented at the March Regular Meeting. 

      This now needs to be ratified  - 
 

"Notice of Motion" ( for our next March meeting )  
 

1.    “That Lodge Hillcrest 363 surrenders it ’ s Charter to Grand Lodge after and only after  

 the New Lodge has been formed and a new charter issued. “  
  

2.    “Lodge Hillcrest 363 will continue to work with Lodge TeMarama 186 and Hamutana 437 

 and/or any other Lodges that wish to consolidate in forming a new Hamilton Lodge. ”  
 

 We need this Notice of Motion to take place to protect our assets and keep them in our 

own hands and not Grand Lodge. Currently once you hand in your Charter any assets go the 

Grand Lodge. By doing it in the manner of the notice of motion our assets remain within both 

Charters ( Lodges )  then once the new Charter is issued we will transfer our assets to the new 

Lodge before handing in our Charter. 

W.Bro Murray   -   Consolidation Team 

  

 To be Initiated  -  
 

 To be Passed to the Second Degree  - 
  

 To be Raised to the Third Degree  -   
  

   Please contact the Almoner, - 

 W.Bro Graham Hallam,  07 855 5198 in all cases of difficulty, sickness or distress.  
 

 Please contact the secretary to update any items, and the membership listings,  

  Secretary ’ s details  -  W.Bro Trevor Service,  5  Bremridge Place  

                Hamilton,  3206.   Ph  -  07 843 7365     Mob  -  0211 775710 

   e-mail  address  -  lodgehillcrest363@outlook.co.nz 
 

 Editor of the Plumbline   -   W.Bro Graham Hallam. 

  Ph 855 5198 ( eve )     e-mail  -  mallah@xtra.co.nz 
 

 Lodge ’ s Web page  -  www.lodgehillcrest.org.nz  
 

 Lodge Notices. 

  Master ’ s visiting programme during March/April 2017 

            as seen on the monthly Lodge calendar, back page. 

 
 

Lodge Monthly Diary  -  March 2017 
 

Thursday, 2nd March at 7:00pm.  Junior Warden meeting and discussion on future. 

Thursday, 9th March at 6:45pm.  Management meeting and practice. 

Thursday, 16th March at 7:30pm.  Regular monthly meeting. 

 



 
 

 

Hillcrest Brethren with Masonic Birthdays in March 

( W hen they were Initiated and when they joined Hillcrest )  

 
 

Eddie Jackson  -  In. 08/03/1982  -  J/1989    (35yrs )  

Colin Wilson  -  In. 15/03/1962  -  J/2004       ( 55yrs )  

Mike Thompson  -  In. 11/03/1996  -  J/2004  ( 21yrs )  

Adrian de Bruin  -  In.  20/03/2003          ( 14yrs )  

 

 

                         

 

Special Thanks  — 

Lodge Hillcrest 363 would like to thank most heartedly the  

following business for their continued support throughout the year 
 

FAIRVIEW MOTORS  -  JAMES R. HILL  

 

Master ’ s Report   -   March 2017 
 

Greetings brethren,  

February has been a quiet month at the time of writing this report with only one visit to Te Marama 

early in the month so far; it was a quiet affair with an update on where the Consolidation Committee 

is up to, with an opportunity for feedback on the Bylaws, Ceremony, budget, and so forth.  
 

At our own regular meeting, we have resolved to ratify the December notice of motion vote due to a 

couple of issues addressed in the minutes of our last meeting.  This should not impact the  

proceedings of the formation of the new lodge in any significant way.  
 

Congratulations again to W.Bro. Bob Ancell on receiving ‘ Roll of Honor, ’  the recognition for your 

service to our lodge, and Freemasonry in general was well overdue.   Our lodge meeting went well 

with an excellent attendance, the reception of Grand Lodge on its first official visit of the year, and 

the prospective candidate in attendance seemed to have a fantastic evening also. It was also great 

to hear from W.Bro Daryl Gray on the great progress his son has made in his athletic achievements 

in cycling and we eagerly anticipate the new world records he will likely set in the future. 
    

Much discussion ensued well after the meeting over the anecdotes on consolidation presented by  

Rt. WBro Mervyn Hallam PDepGM, Victoria, Australia. His wise words will carry forward long into 

the process of formation of our new lodge, and beyond.  In particular I intend to explore more how 

wives and partners can be better incorporated into the formation and running of the lodge. 
  

With the Grand Lodge visit, it was great to see V.WBro Don Seath, DGM. and Grand Lodge Officers 

in attendance to present the Roll of Honour certificate and Jewel to W.Bro Bob Ancell. 
 

Finally, Brethren next month presents an array of Lodge Visits, starting with Piako of a ‘ sitting  

Masters ’  working of the second degree on the 2nd Wednesday, March 7th. The Waikato Lodge of 

Research installation on the 15th,  and Te Aroha ’ s installation, and the first working of a Full board 

by the District Grand Lodge team on the 22nd.  
 

Enjoy the late summer brethren, 

W. Bro. Richard Kyle      

 



 



 
 

Consolidation Committee Report 
 

 After a period of break over the summer months the Consolidation Steering  

Committee, and it workgroups are getting back to work. Lodges Hamutana,  

and Te Marama have met to put forward thoughts and Ideas for improvement  

on the documents circulated back in December for consideration, and we will  

begin the process of incorporating these thoughts over the next couple of weeks. 

 

With regards to Lodge Hillcrest we will be meeting: 

 

AFTER THE JW MEETING ON THURSDAY THE 2ND OF MARCH  

to discuss the following items with the intent of putting forward recommendations on: 

 

The Name of the new Lodge 

Suggestions for improvement to the draft documents in circulation: 

Budget 

Ceremony 

By-laws 

Nominations for the Officers of the new lodge 

 

 The Consolidation steering committee will be meeting the Tuesday  

immediately following to Include the changes put forward, where possible,  

with the intent to have a final version in circulation in short order thereafter. 

 Once finalized work can begin on a variety of projects relating to the  

Formation of the new lodge, these are the far more ‘ fun ’  bits of  

the process such as jewel designing, lodge social activity planning as  

well as planning and preparing consecration festivities.  

It goes without saying that the amount of work to be undertaken will require  

all members to commit what time they can without overly  

interfering with their familial and civil duties. 

 

At the same time the much more esoteric issues of recruitment, retention,  

long term planning, and long term strategic goal setting, will begin under the  

Blue Skies Committee. This ongoing project will tackle the hard and meaty issues 

 facing not only this new lodge, but how we can work closely with the long-term  

plans and goals of District, Provincial, and National Grand Lodge.  

 

The conversations within Blue Sky are expected to be frank, and incorporate a  

holistic worldview, which means exploring the interrelationships between the  

Craft and Local, National, and Global civil society as well as how we can best  

serve the community well into the future. This will require some crystal ball gazing,  

and the contingency planning that comes along with it, so we are not caught  

unaware when significant environmental, civil, social, or scientific advances occur.  

When these do happen unexpectedly, convening and adapting our strategy to suit  

will be paramount to remaining viable into the future. 
 

                                                                                    W.Bro Richard Kyle.     WM. 

 



 

‘ R oll-up     Roll-up    Roll-up ’  
 

Now here ’ s another opportunity to join with other brethren, and have 

wives and partners come and join together on the Bowling Green. 

 

Attention  -   

Brethren of Lodge ’ s  Hillcrest, Hamutana and Te Marama. 
 

Yes, please mark this date on your calendar  —- 

Sunday, March 19th at 2:00pm until 7:00pm. 

Claudelands Bowling Club, 1 Kitchener St. 

Claudelands, Hamilton. 

Cost, per person  -  $15.00 

( C ost covers use of club facilities, greens and bowls )  
 

A ‘ pot-luck ’  tea will be had after the games played. 

So bring something for yourself and something to share in the way of food. 

Bring your own drink as well. 

Hall and kitchen facilities are at the clubrooms. 

 

This could prove to be a very enjoyable time together, 

a nice social time and to have fun playing lawn bowls. 

If you have played before or are a current player, 

all to the good, if not, this could be a good time to learn. 

 

It would be great if you could come and enjoy this time together, 

you will be notified if the weather makes it so we cannot play. 

Suitable attire to play, and ‘ s oft-soled ’  shoes necessary. 
 

So come and support this social occasion as it will be our last 

for this end of 2017. 

 

 For more information, please contact  - 

 

 W.Bo Keith Buick 

   07 8554210 

   021 0720269 

 

Kindly advise Keith of your  

intention to come. 



Education  - 

Second Degree Working Tools 
 

 We may study these working tools in two principal ways: first, we may observe the use made of 

them by the operative: and second, we may analyse the fundamental and philosophical principles upon 

which each is based. In these ways we shall be able to perceive both the spiritual lesson which each 

working tool conveys, and also the material means of expressing such spiritual teachings in practical life. 

In all our Masonic studies, however, it is important ever to bear in mind that Masonry is a progressive 

science, and that the three craft degrees together constitute one complete whole. Similarly, in  

consequence, with the working tools: the three sets are progressive, each following logically and  

sequentially on those preceding, and the whole forming a full and complete complement. It will, therefore, 

be useful at the outset briefly to compare and contrast the working tools of the E.A. with those of the 

F.C.F., and thus perceive their natural sequence and relationship. 
 

The difference between the working tools of the 1st degree and those of the 2nd are many and striking. 

From the operative point of view, the E.A. has, with his gavel and chisel, to cut his stone to the proper 

size and shape. His work is in the quarry, and he is engaged in preparing single stones, the measurement 

of those being of course given to him, his work in fact being very often actually marked on the stones 

themselves. He is concerned but with one stone at a time and there is no need for him to know where the 

stone he is preparing is to be placed in the structure or what is to be its relationship to the other stones. 

When he becomes a fellow-craftsman, much of his work takes on a new character, and he advances an 

important stage in his art. Nevertheless, we must not fail to note in passing that although the  

fellow-craftsman is given entirely different instructions with which to work, yet these are not substituted for 

those of the former degree, but are added to them. He still retains his 24 ”  gauge, his mallet and chisel, 

and still has work for them to do. He is, in fact, specifically told that although hitherto he has been  

occupied with shaping the rough stone, he now has further to prepare it, smoothing and polishing the 

surfaces, cuttings mouldings and so on, in order to give beauty and elegance to the structure, all of which 

is clearly work which can be done with the gauge, gavel and chisel. The bearing of this on the problem of 

individuality, which is the supreme teaching of the 2nd degree, is of great significance and we shall return 

to it later for fuller consideration. 
 

The new tools, which are now added to the Mason ’ s equipment are the square, level and plumb rule. 

These three are quite the most significant symbols on the form side of Masonry, the whole of the Temple 

being erected on a level foundation, laid out on the square, and built, stone upon stone, on the plumb. It is 

appropriate, therefore, that these three working tools should be characteristic of the 2nd or central degree, 

as well as the jewels of the three principal officers, their position being thus indicative of their supreme 

value and unique place in the whole scheme. 

With the exception of the square which like the 24 ”  gauge, is used by the Mason at every stage of his 

work, being indispensable to every grade of workman, no matter how exalted, the level and plumb-rule 

are of use only on the site of the Temple itself. The E.A., shaping his separate stones in the quarry, 

clearly has no need of either level or plumb, both of which are instruments of relationships.  

The F.C. however, working on the site of the building, laying stone upon stone, could not perform his task 

without level and plumb. Every course must be carefully levelled and ‘ proved horizontal, ’  and each 

stone must be ‘ t ried and adjusted ’  so as to be accurately perpendicular, its position over those  

beneath it being tested by means of the plumb rule. 
 

Regarded from this point of view, the work of the E.A. is individualistic, as he is engaged on preparing 

separate, single stones, whilst that of the F.C. is associative, his task being to arrange the separate 

stones in right relationship with one another, in addition, of course, to fitting his work so as to join up  

correctly with other portions of the structure built by other Masons.  Thus we see that the building of a 

stable individuality, established firmly in strength, is a task commenced by the E.A. at the very outset of 

his career, though brought to fruition and perfection only by the Fellow-craftsman. 

 

 

“ K indness is a language the deaf can hear and the blind can see. ”  



 
 There is a further way in which it is interesting to compare and contrast the working tools of the 

first and second degrees. The 24”  gauge and the square, the first of each series, are both static instru-

ments: i.e., they are of use only when at rest: in fact, they must be held rigid and immovable, when ap-

plied to the work, otherwise they are useless. Between the other two of each series, however, we find a 

marked contrast. Whilst the level and plumb rule are static instruments, the gavel and chisel are  

essentially dynamic. The latter must be moved to be of any use: stationery, they are as valueless to the  

Mason as was the buried talent in the Bible parable. They are employed to cut the material, to remove 

pieces not required. The level and plumb on the other hand, are of no use whatever when in a state of 

motion; they must , like the 24 ”  and square, be held rigid and immovable in order to test the accuracy of 

the work, and the work then has to be altered and adjusted to suit their requirements. 

It is thus by movement, by exercise of faculty, by indefatigable exertion alone that strength can be  

acquired; and so, by establishing that strength in accordance with the laws of nature and science, is  

the individuality of the Craftsman built, stable, firm and serene. Another element, which has an  

important bearing on the problem of individuality, emerges from a consideration of the working tools of 

the E.A. and those of the F.C. from the point of view of flexibility and adaptability. In the first place, we 

find once again that there is a similarity between the first of each set, and a radical difference between 

the remaining pair of each group of three. Thus the 24 ”  gauge and the square are both fixed and  

invariable, once and for all. Whilst we may choose how many units of the 24 ”  gauge we shall employ, 

and where we will place our right angles or squares, having made these fundamental decisions, our work 

must then conform to them rigidly and accurately. No latitude can be permitted, any variation being sim-

ply an error, a divergence from truth, nothing more. 
 

The same consideration applies also to the level and plumb. They must be obeyed implicitly and with 

scrupulous fidelity, else our work be marred. There is no room here for the exercise of individuality, of 

temperament, of personal taste. Any deviation, in work planned on the square, from the horizontal or  

the vertical, is so much error; there is no true individuality in such deviations from design, but merely 

inaccuracy, due to carelessness or wilfulness. Not be breach of law, by departing from the fundamental 

principles of nature and science is individuality achieved, but by something far more subtle and  

profound. True individuality, so far from being a compound of errors and imperfections, obeys laws  

with scrupulous fidelity, or more accurately, uses such laws for its own purposes, acting ‘ as a true  

and faithful Craftsman, ’  in fact, and yet achieves the miracle of being itself, unique, integral, different 

from all other individuals. This, indeed, is the greatest paradox of individuality, the solution of which is  

in the highest degree elusive. 

If, then, the true expression of individuality is not to be found in breach of law, in defective application of 

square, level and plumb, where shall we hope to find it? Individuality appertaining par excellence to the 

2nd degree, we should perhaps expect to find it in the use of the working tools appropriate to that  

degree, and yet this is not the case. Whilst it is perfectly true that the building of the individuality is the 

supreme achievement of the Fellow-craftsman, yet in this task the tools of the 1st degree are necessary, 

and some knowledge of the 3rd degree is also desirable, unless grave risks of danger are to be incurred.  

For, in striving to find and to consolidate the individuality, the great pitfall to be avoided is that of  

egotism, of pride, of the ‘ s in of separateness ’  as it is often called which can only be avoided by  

dedicating and devoting all faculties to altruistic service, and that the miracle of individuality is not an end 

in itself, but merely a means to a still higher end, we may look for and discover the emergence of indi-

viduality, not in the manner of using the working tools of the 2nd degree, but in the use made of the two 

latter of the 1st degree, the gavel and chisel. For it is, as already said, on the very edge of the chisel that 

the individuality of the Craftsman comes to fruition and expresses itself. 
 

There is nothing personal or individual about the use of the square, the level or plumb rule. These instru-

ments are inflexible and invariable. With the gavel and chisel however, we find infinite variety and flexibil-

ity possible, in fact inevitable. No two Craftsmen can use the edge of their chisel in identically the same 

manner, any more than two people can speak or write alike. In fact, it is this very difference in the use of 

the edge of the chisel which constitutes the difference between one Craftsman and another.  



 

 With the edge of the chisel the operative Masons cut their marks on the work, and no man can 

make the mark of any other man; each man ’ s mark is unique, his own and his own alone. 

Speculatively, the edge of the chisel is the dividing line between the self and the not-self, the line on 

which the worker contacts his work, on which the organism meets and reacts to its environment.  

It is on this line that individuality emerges, for that which is unique about each individual organism is the 

way in which it is affected by, reacts to, and eventually controls its environment. And this line is the edge 

of the chisel. 
 

Let us now turn from these considerations to a more minute examination of the intrinsic nature of the 

working tools of the 2nd degree and see what further lessons these have to teach the Craftsman.  

We have already seen that, whilst the 1st degree is primarily moral, the 2nd is essentially mental, the  

objective of the latter degree being to expand and develop the mind, fashioning its many faculties for the 

service of humanity. It is natural therefore, to expect the working tools of the degree to be mental in  

nature; and this is precisely what we find to be the case. It is true that in the 1st degree the beginnings of 

mental processes are indicated in the 24 ”  gauge, for it is only by use of the gauge that observations may 

be made, thus gathering the material elements upon which the reasoning process may work. In the 2nd 

degree, however, reason as such, is specifically embodied in the symbol of the square upon which the 

whole of the form side of the Craft is based.  

The square is undoubtedly the simplest and most fundamental symbol of the reasoning process which the 

wit of man could devise, and virtually infinite in consequence are the meanings which can be given to its 

countless aspects. We may conceive it originating as the result of the observation of relationship between 

two such simple objects as straight lines. Primitive man playing with two sticks: suddenly he places one 

across the other, symmetrically, at right angles, and perceives that this position is unique and different 

from all other positions in that it is the same from whatever point of view it is regarded, i.e., all four angles 

are the same size. This would be the equilateral cross, of which the square is the essential element.  

From the perception of this unique relationship of squareness, of the right angle, springs all geometry, all 

measurement of shapes and objects, all the processes of reason. Now the processes of reason are  

problems of consciousness, of knowing ( Latin, sciens ) , of science. Hence the square plainly indicates 

to the Craftsman that knowing or science is the very heart and core of his Masonry. 
 

Turning back once again to the 24”  gauge, its lesson being to observe or measure –  and applying it to 

nature, to our material environment, we perceive a vast panorama of phenomena in the world around us: 

and as we continue observing and noting the processes of nature, gradually we begin to note order in 

what must at first have seemed an unintelligible chaos of happenings: such regular, methodical ordering 

of things we term natural laws, and of all these, many as they are, the most universal, fundamental, and 

important is gravitation. For wherever we find matter, in whatever form, there gravity is at work.  

Other manifestations of nature ’ s laws come and go, according to circumstances: but wherever there is 

matter, there gravitation is present; as far as we know, matter and gravitation are inseparables. 

Now the plumb is obviously the symbol of gravitation, and may be taken therefore as the most typical 

symbol which the ingenuity of man could devise to indicate all natural laws and processes, of which  

gravity is the most characteristic and universal. 
 

Lastly we come to the level, which is clearly a combination of the square and the plumb, of science and 

nature. The meaning of the working tools of the 2nd degree to the F.C.F. is thus perfectly explicit: the 

square tells him to think, to use his reason: the plumb to study nature; the level to combine together his 

reason and the forces of nature. In this simple and graphic manner is the whole art and rationale of  

civilization described, and at this stage nothing further can be added, or is necessary. 
 

The very word ‘ man ’  is derived from the Sanskrit ‘ manas ’ ,  which means mind, for man is only man 

in so far as he is an intelligent reasoning being. Reason is his divine prerogative and through it alone can 

he rise to those even greater heights where still more marvellous faculties await. For the F.C.F., however, 

in our present world, the duty of cultivating and using the intelligence and reasoning is supreme.  



 

 

 To be combined with this is observation of nature in her workshop, with a view to uniting her 

forces and man ’ s intelligence to the great end which he has in view, namely, the building of the Holy 

Temple. In other words, in this great work, nature supplies the force, man the intelligence to direct it. 

Hence we see that as the plumb stands for nature and the working of her laws, and the square stands 

for consciousness, knowing or science, the hidden mysteries of nature and science, so often referred to 

in the ritual, are plainly symbolized also in the first and third working tools of the degree, the two being 

joined together in the second., the level, the use of which is to lay the foundation of Masonry upon which 

the whole of the superstructure will be erected. 
 

We saw first that the working too0ls of the E.A. are used in the quarry, on single stones, the relationship 

between individual stones not concerning him at this stage. The F.C.F., on the other hand, uses his tools 

on the site of the building itself, these tools being specially adapted to adjust correctly the relationship 

between different stones: his work is associative. The working tools of the degree are the jewels of the 

three principal officers and the most characteristic, on the form side of all the symbols of Craft Masonry. 

Whilst the first working tool of the E.A. is static, an instrument of measurement rather than of executive 

movement, and the other two are dynamic, all three working tools of the fellow-craft are static.  

The two 1st degree dynamic tools are flexible, affording infinite scope for variety and expression of  

individuality, whilst the three 2nd degree tools are rigidly impersonal, have to be implicitly obeyed, and 

leave no room for the exercise of individuality. 

Nevertheless, it is the F.C.F. not the E.A., who is primarily concerned with establishing his separate  

individuality, and to this end it is not the tools of his own degree but those of the E.A. through which 

alone he can achieve this task. It is with the edge of the chisel that the F.C. finds and expresses his  

individuality. As the 1st degree is moral so is the 2nd mental, and the working tools of the latter are  

essentially mental in nature. Thus the square symbolizes the beginning of reason, the plumb rule an 

appreciation of nature ’ s most fundamental law, and the level, the union of the two for the service of 

man. The teaching of the 2nd working tools may thus be summed up in a few words: think, observe work 

with nature. By so doing, the Craftsman will someday find that he has achieved, on the edge of his 

chisel, the miracle of individuality, and that the infinite wisdom, power and beauty, which in the 1st degree 

he is told are resident in T.G.A.O.T.U. are also to be found in the centre of his own individual being,  

for he will remember that as T.G.G.O.T.U. is the centre of his universe, so is His reproduction of Himself 

in the centre of ourselves, the Inner Ruler, Immortal, and that our whole nature must be conformed to 

That whereby it lives. 
 

This article was extracted from the book The Magic of Freemasonry, written in 1924 by Bro. Major A.E. 

Powell and published by Baskerville Press. 
 

V.W. Bro Robert Taylor   -       ( It ’ s  thanks to W.Bro Brian Cowley for this article. )  

 

 

Thanks   - 
 

Just a note to say, thanks very much to Mervyn Hallam ( Rt W. )  

who came to our February meeting and gave his story of how  

he found the amalgamation of his own Lodge in Melbourne, 

a few years ago. 

His comments were very enlightening. 
 

     Thanks Merv. 

       Ed. 

   



 

 

  

THE MAGIC BANK ACCOUNT 

  

Imagine that you had won the following *PRIZE* in a contest: 
 

 Each morning your bank would deposit $86,400 in your private account for your use.  

 However, this prize has Rules: 
  

The set of Rules: 
 

     1. Everything that you didn't spend during each day would be taken away from you. 
  

      2. You may not simply transfer money into some other account. 
  

      3. You may only spend It. 
  

      4. Each morning, the bank opens your account with another $86,400 for that day. 
  

                  5. The bank can end the game without warning; at any time, it can say, "Game Over!" 

         It can close the account, and you will not receive a new one. 
  

What would you personally do? 
  

 You would buy anything and everything you wanted right? Not only for yourself, but for all the    

 people you love and care for. Even for people you don't know, because you couldn't possibly  

 spend it all on yourself - right? 

  You would try to spend every penny, and use it all, because you knew it would be replenished in 

 the morning, right? 
  

Actually, This Game is Real ! 
  

        Shocked ???   Yes!!! 
  

 Each of us is already a winner of this *PRIZE*. We just can't seem to see it. 
   

The PRIZE is “TIME" 
  

 1. Each morning we awaken to receive 86,400 seconds, as a gift of life. 
  

 2. And when we go to sleep at night, any remaining time is not credited to us. 
  

 3. What we haven't used up that day is forever lost. 
  

 4. Yesterday is forever gone. 
  

 5. Each morning the account is Refilled, but the bank can dissolve your account at any time  

  WITHOUT WARNING... 
  

SO, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds? 
  

 Those seconds are worth so much more than the same amount in dollars.   

 Think about it and remember to enjoy every second of your life, because time races by so much 

 quicker than you think. 
  

So take care of yourself, be happy, love deeply and enjoy life! 
  

 Here's wishing you a wonderful and beautiful day.   -   Start spending.... 
  

  "DON'T COMPLAIN ABOUT GROWING OLD   -   
  

    SOME PEOPLE DON'T GET THE PRIVILEGE!" 

   

 

 

  

  

 

Are you coming to the Bowls at Claudelands, on the 19th ??  Have you rung Keith. ?? 



Should the Dean wear a beard. ?? 

 

by the Bishop of London, the  

Right Rev Richard Chartres. 
 

In British parishes where there are a lot of Muslim immigrants, the bishop commends bearded  

clergy for “ reaching out to the people. ”  

One of the priests praised by the bishop said he found having a beard helped to provide a  

connection with many people in his parish ( around 85 per cent of whom are Muslim ) .  

Another vicar said: “ One guy approached me about a year and a half ago and said: ‘ I can  

respect you because you have got a beard ’ .  

“ I  said ‘ that ’ s really interesting, Why? ” . He replied that a beard ‘ s hows dedication and 

commitment to something and shows wisdom. ’  
 

It appears that in many Middle Eastern and Asian cultures a man with a bearded appearance 

tends to be more associated with “ h oly things ”  than people who are clean shaven. 

In Islam, beards are viewed as an “ a dornment ”  and Muslim men are encouraged to grow them 

to honour the Prophet Mohammed ( who used to dye his beard with henna ) .  
 

Many orthodox Jewish men also wear beards, because of the traditional interpretation of a verse 

in the Old Testament as a ban on shaving. However, the Bible also forbids beard-trimming. 

When military chaplains in the Jewish army were told recently to remove their beards, a  

prominent chaplain described the order as being like “ something from the Nazi era. ”  

In the late second century, St Clement of Alexandria condemned shaving, saying it is “ unholy to 

desecrate the symbol of manhood.”  
 

Disagreements over facial hair were even one of the factors in the Great Schism of 1054 which 

separated the mainly clean-shaven western church (controlled from Rome ) , from the more 

heavily bearded eastern church ( centred around Constantinople ) .  

In the 12th century, Pope Alexander III reaffirmed a ban on clergy wearing beards, ordering  

archdeacons to “ forcibly shave priests ”  if necessary ( now that would be interesting if it applied 

today! ) .  

Henry VIII put a tax on beards, but the king  made sure his own was exempt. 

Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury in the 166s and 1670s, is thought to have been the 

last bearded Primate of All England, until Rowan Williams in July 2002. 
 

Article presented by  -  Venerable, Rev. Bro. Reg Nicholson,  Tawhiri Lodge No 166 

 

Any help needed ????? 
 

As we continue to progress through the year we need to keep in touch with our Masonic  

families and to see if there is any jobs that are needed to be done for any of them 

around their properties, in particular. 

The year is fast moving and some gardening, hedge trimming and other jobs may need attention. 

So, be aware of our families and if you know where help is needed, 

get in touch with W.Bro Murray Loft   -   lofties@xtra.co.nz   -  or ph 8465577 

         Ed. 

 

 Help   -                             ‘ Middle-age is when broadness of mind and 

   narrowness of the waist change places. ’ !!!! 



 

 

Historical notes of St. Augustine Lodge No. 99 

 

  It was an unlikely celebration for the St Augustine Lodge. 

 The Waimate Freemason's lodge did not appear it would even get off the ground, let alone 

celebrate its 100th anniversary in 1975. 
 

Settled off the main street of the South Canterbury town, the lodge found its first stable home in a shed 

on a section that was bought for £41, a mere 21 years after the town was formed. 

Lodge historian TA Wilson, in an early history for the centennial programme, had noted flax and  

tussock were still grown along the wider portion of the main street around the time the lodge was  

created. 

"We would surely say that the prospects of establishing an active lodge of Freemasons in this area in 

1875 would indeed have been remote, to say the least," Wilson said. 

The link with Timaru was via an unformed and dusty bullock track. While immigrants passed through 

the area, they rarely settled, he said. 

The year before the lodge was settled, the population was between 700 and 800 people. 

"It is said that the inhabitants included a critical and sometimes disorderly element that gave the  

township the reputation of being both lively and radical," Wilson said. 

Freemason senior warden and membership warden Jeff Elston said the lodge was "the longest running 

ratepayer in the district". 

"Freemason lodges have all been called 'secret societies', I prefer to call them a society with some 

secrets," Elston said. 
 

The whole idea is symbolism." 

During a meeting, two men guard the inside and outside of the door to the room, swords in hand. 

Each man has to be "proven and tested" before they can enter the room, he said. 

It is a symbolic nod to the days when Freemasons would have to guard their doors from intruders. 

Once a man had been tested, he could enter. 

A celestial sky, painted on the ceiling, would open up as he walked in. 

Red patterned carpet surrounds a tessellated black and white ceremonial floor with tassels on each 

corner. 
 

When a man is ready to be sworn in as a Freemason brother, he steps onto the ceremonial floor and 

kneels at an altar to "take an obligation" to the Freemasons. 

It is the first and the last time he will touch that tessellated floor. 

Elston has not stepped onto it for seven years. 

"I can trace Freemasons in my family back to Dover, England in 1805," he said. 

His great-grandfather, grandfather, father and now his son have all been Freemasons. 

During a meeting, each brother walks around the tessellated floor clockwise as a symbolic movement 

to represent the Earth's orbit around the sun, past three throne-like chairs. 

The Worshipful Master, Senior Warden and Junior Warden sit on these three seats, the number of 

steps leading to the chairs representing their places in the hierarchy. 

The Worshipful Master sits on a three-stepped throne and leads the meeting. He is one of seven  

primary officers in the Freemasons' lodge. 
 

St Augustine started with several townsmen in 1875 deciding to send a petition to the Provincial Grand 

Lodge of Scotland to set up a new lodge. 

The request was granted. 

St Augustine started as a Scottish lodge, before a New Zealand constitution replaced the Scottish one 

in 1894. 

Membership has since swelled to more than 40 brothers in 2016. 

Elston said "a ceremony could have 45 to 50 [brothers] and a new installation could have up to 100 in 

the hall". 



"Everything comes from memory," Elston said. 

"When you start, you gradually work your way into it and they teach you how to do this." 
 

In celebration of St Augustine Lodge's centennial in 1975, Canterbury provincial Grand Master  

V.W.Bro KS Forne wrote a brief message. 

"When your founders met this must have been a isolated spot. It was an world we would scarcely  

recognise," Forne said. "St Augustine Lodge No.99 has made its due contributions to the work of Masonry 

in Canterbury and I have no doubt that the Waimate district is the richer for the influence of this Lodge 

operating quietly through its members for almost all its history." 

"Keep to the principles of Masonry that the candle that you lit 100 years ago may become such a beacon 

as will never go out." 
 

Wilson said" "a Freemasons Lodge is a living entity, its strength being reflected by the expression by its 

members of the teachings they have absorbed". 
 

While membership was not as high as it had been, Elston said fraternity and benevolence were still  

central values for the Freemasons. 

"The Freemasons carried out charitable work without notice," Elston said. "It keeps the mysticism." 

However, a directive was issued by the Grand Master of Freemasons New Zealand late last year to lift  

the veil of secrecy. 

Elston said brothers would still hold some of their rituals behind closed doors, but now it was time for 

transparency and openness. 

It was a time to bring others into the fold, he said. 
 

Thanks to Bro Geoff Cooper for this contribution. 

 

‘ A  Masonic Garden Recipe ’  
 

 First plant five rows of PEAS  - 

  Patience, Promptness, Preparation, Prudence and Perseverence. 
 

 Next to these plant three rows of SQUASH  - 

  Squash gossip, Squash criticism, Squash indifference. 
 

 Then plant four rows of LETTUCE  - 

  Let-us be faithful to duty. 

  Let-us be loyal and unselfish. 

  Let-us be faithful to our obligations. 

  Let-us respect each other. 
 

 No garden is complete without TURNIPS  - 

  Turn-up to meetings. 

  Turn-up with a smile. 

  Turn-up with determination to make everything count 

   for something good and worthwhile. 

 

“ T act Is ”  
 

The ability to tell someone to ‘ g o to hell ’  

in such a way that they look forward to the trip. 



 

Are you coming bowling on 19th ???? 

Have you rung Keith to say so. ???? 


