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The Wayfarers Lodge No 389  

Brethren, 

               This month we have an important meeting of the Standing committee on 

Thursday 19
th
 at 6.00pm. I urge all those who can to attend. Next year’s officers will 

be on the agenda but there are other items of interest to all, which need to be 

discussed. 

               The sole Lodge of Instruction will therefore be on Thursday 26
th
 and following on from 

some of the comments made at our last meeting, I am hoping for a good turnout.  

                The work of our next meeting will be in the hands of W Bro Gordon Ragg, and will involve 

“Other Orders, and where they fit in”. As I said last week it would be very useful if members of 

those other orders brought their regalia with them as well as precis of the order’s work, this should 

make it both colourful and interesting. 

 Can I once again take advantage of 

this forum to encourage you to invite 

your better halves to join us at 

Alexandra Park on the 1
st
 of 

December. It has been a little while 

since we had a ladies night and this 

evening should be a good 

opportunity for us to enjoy our ladies’ 

company, and celebrate the coming 

festive season. Please contact Nick 

Winder directly for further information and bookings. 

I am probably going to be going under the knife on Wednesday 25
th
 of this month, and I trust you 

will all ensure that the Lodge’s work carries on as normal, during my enforced absence. 

Fraternally,  

James 

Like the bees that gather honey from every opening flower, so must we garner knowledge from every incident and 

occurrence of life. Then when the winter of adversity comes, we have our learning to feed upon. 



REPORT FROM OUR ALMONER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bro Peter Wentworth 

Brethren: This month there is no report from our Al-
moner, Bro Peter Wentworth, as he is once again in 
Australia, enjoying the pleasures it has to offer. Warm 
weather, sunshine and relaxation. 

If any brother knows of, or hears of any member, or widow, 
in destressed or other circumstances, that may require the 
assistant of the lodge, please advise the Almoner, or the 

Worshipful Master. 

ALMONER:  Bro Peter Wentworth. Ph: 09-524-9949 

THE MASTER: VW Bro James Morton Ph: 09-638-7112 

THE SECOND DEGREE 

 
Over the past two months, we have dealt with the second 
degree by having performed the ceremony in September  
and the explanation of the tracing board in October.  But 
in reality, just how much of the second degree, is fact? 
The  second degree came to us, not as an extra degree, 
but as part of the, ‘Fellow of Crafts’ degree or ‘Master 
Masons’ degree. There being originally only two degrees, 
or ceremonies, in the late 1500’s through to the 1700’s, 
with each degree consisting of catechism’s of fifteen or 
sixteen questions.  It was in 1711, that some of the Irish 
texts, from the ‘Trinity College, Dublin, M.S.,’ showed 
hints of a Third Degree, and it was from these texts, that 
the ’fellow of Craft’  or ‘second degree,’ slowly developed 
into two separate degrees. From this separation, some of 
the working was carried into the new developed third 
degree with the remainder staying with the former 
degree. To fully understand this change, one should read 
Harry Carr’s book, “World of Freemasonry.” Today, most 
of the charges in the second degree are what you would 
call made up, and a lot of it is taken from the scriptures 
from the Bible. And so are parts of the third degree, but 
this we will look at, at another time. But that should not 
make us detract from the morals conveyed in those 
charges as speculative Masons. Some of the most 
beautiful charges in our ritual are from the second 
degree, and because we are speculative and not 
operative, the second degree is probably the most 
underrated degree in Freemasonry.  
Just to give one an idea of what transpired in the ‘Fellow 
Crafts’ degree of the 1700’s,  we look at variations of what 
is written in ‘Masonry Dissected’ and our own modern 
ritual.  
In Masonry Dissected, the question is asked, “Why was 
you made a Fellow-Craft?” Answer, “For the sake of the 
letter G.” Question; “What does that G denote?” Answer; 
“Geometry or the fifth Science.”  
Now in our ritual, we don’t actually asked the candidate 
’Why’ was you made a F.C. We ask him a whole lot of 
other questions, which are additions to this fabricated 
degree.  
The next question from ’Masonry Dissected’ is, “Did you 
ever work?”  
A . Yes, in the Building of the Temple.  
Q. Where did you receive your wages?  
A. In the middle Chamber.   
And from here on, the remaining questions relate to the 
Porch and Pillars, which are all described as in our ritual 
and as from the Bible. 
The “Fellow-Crafts” Degree in Masonry Dissected, 
consisted of only 33 question and answers and half of it 
relates to the temple, middle chamber, and pillars, with 
the rest being devoted to the letter ‘G’. And this last part 
is the most interesting, as no-where in our modern ritual, 
is there any mention of what and why the questions were 
put to the candidate, regarding the letter ‘G’.  
 
As to the tracing board of this degree, there are so many 
anonymities in it, I will endeavour to make an explanation 
of those errors in a later issue. But for the present time, 
the second degree is full of lovely charges which are 
worthy of the place they hold in our ceremonies.  

MASONIC ETIQUETTE 
Let all things be done decently and in order. 

 

Position of E.A and F.C. brethren.—It is the custom in 
‘some’ lodges, to require that all E.A. and F.C. brethren 
should sit on the north side of the lodge, that side being, 
when necessary, reserved exclusively for them. There 
does not appear to be any allusion to this custom in the 
works of the masonic writers, nor can it be positively 
affirmed that its origin is traceable to traditional history 
or otherwise, but its obvious intent is to impress newly-
initiated and passed brethren with a sense of the 
importance and superiority of that “sublime degree” 
which has been called “the perfection of ancient Craft 
Masonry.”  
New Zealand Freemason 1880 
 

In early documents and M.S.s., there is no specific 
mention of placing the E.A in the north or the F.C. in the 
south east, or anywhere else in the lodge, and in some 
constitutions, both the E.A. and F.C can sit anywhere in 
the lodge, as long as it not in the east or places for lodge 
officers. (Ed.) Cont’d next page 

Brethren,  
 
Our Almoner, Bro. Peter Wentworth, in conjunction with 
The Freemasons of Auckland Almoners Association, 
invite you to: 
 
What: Senior Masons Luncheon, 2017 (for Masons 65 
years and over)  
 
When: Monday 4 December, 2017, commencing at 
11:30am for lunch at 12:30pm 
 
Where:  Main dining room, Selwyn Heights Village, 42 
Herd Road, Hillsborough 
 
RSVP: to Bro. Peter Wentworth, phone  524-9949 or 
email: peter.wentworth@xtra.co.nz. Reply no later than 
Friday 27 October, 2017.  
 
Please note, numbers who can attend the luncheon are 
limited, so “first in best dressed”.  

mailto:peter.wentworth@xtra.co.nz


It is more likely that this custom came about after the 
formation of the United Grand Lodges, when the 
speculative system started to take over. In some sense, 
it make sense that the E.A. is placed in the North and 
the F.C. in the South, as the rough ashlar, which 
represents the E.A. is placed in the North and the 
perfect ashlar is in the south. Therefore after the 
delivery of the charge in the N.E., and the S.E., it was 
much easier to place the candidate in those positions. 
It also represents the progress the candidate is making, 
and when he visits another lodge, by sitting in either 
the N.E. or S.E., the brethren know his rank in the 
lodge.  
 
Another factor was, that in medieval times, it was 
always the practice of placing the corner stone (the 
first) of all buildings in the north east. And it was 
probably from this custom, that the stonemasons in 
turn, used this practice for their apprentices. 
 
But, there is not correct ruling as to where an E.A., or 
F.Cs. Can sit, unless it is stated in the ritual or 
constitution, and in the New Zealand ritual and 
constitution, there is no ruling to say we have to seat 
the E.A. or F.C. in the north east or south east.  
 
The ritual book, simply finishes with the charge after 
initiation, followed immediately by the ’Closing of the 
lodge.’  

LODGE ATTRACTIONS 
 

It should be the study of Masters of lodges to make 
their meetings attractive and we do not think any 
intelligent Mason will question the appropriateness of 
this assertion. Yet, how few are the efforts made to 
encourage brethren to study the acquirement of that 
spirit of emulation which would induce them to strive 
“who can best work and best agree.” In the majority of 
instances, it will be found that at lodge meetings, the 
presiding officers content themselves with simply 
getting through the ceremonies in giving degrees, and 
with in many cases, even the lectures are dispensed 
with. But these drawbacks to the success of a lodge, 
are not the only failings we have to complain of. A 
want of firmness, or carelessness, on the part of a 
Master, results in his officers performing their part of a 
ceremony in anything but a commendable manner, 
and the brethren have often to sit out what has 
degenerated into a most foggy proceeding.  
Can it be wondered at then, that lodge meetings are 
not so well attended as they should be? It is to be 
expected, we ask, that intelligent brethren will be 
induced to spend two or three hours in a lodge room, 
listening to a doleful delivery of portions of a ritual 
they can only follow by being thoroughly conversant 
with it? In some places, Lodges of Instruction have 
been instituted and no doubt a great improvement will 
be effected where they are conducted systematically. 

But no sensible Mason can complacently overlook the 
fact, that the workings of many lodges in the Colonies, are 
sadly deficient in attractiveness. It cannot be expected 
that in every lodge the “sections” will be worked in an 
efficient manner. That brethren can be found to deliver 
eloquent lectures on Masonic subjects, but no excuse can 
be offered for a Master who does not make some effort to 
impart instruction to those under his guidance.   
It is the duty of every Master to act with firmness and call 
upon his officers to speak out, so that everyone present at 
the meeting may hear what is being said, or else, how are 
the young members of the fraternity to acquire a correct 
knowledge of the many beautiful lessons that the art of 
masonry unfolds to those who make it their study. We 
were pleased to find that the newly elected D.G.M., E.C., 
for Otago and Southland, Bro. T.S. Graham, at a late 
meeting of a Craft Lodge in Dunedin, expressed his desire 
that some efforts should be made to give instruction in 
the lodges under his jurisdiction and it is to be hoped that 
the commendable step taken by him, will not only be 
productive of much good in his district, but induce other 
exalted brethren to follow the example he has so wisely 
set them.  
New Zealand Freemason. July 1882.   

OUR USE OF WORDS 
 

Over the past two months, I have expressed my thoughts 
on the “use” of words in our ritual. Having only had one 
member respond to my thoughts, has prompted me to 
continue with more.  
 
Another word that is worthy of discussion, is the word 
‘give’. This word is used extensively through the 
ceremony of the challenges between the candidate and 
Wardens. In all cases, the Deacons always instructs the 
candidate to ’give’ the sign.  
 
I have given a lot of thought to this, and claim the word  
should be ’show’ and not ‘give’ as is always the case. The 
English Oxford Dictionary, (E.O.D.) clearly states that in all 
its definitions, ‘give’ is something or an object that you 
give to someone. E.g. ‘give me that book’, ‘give me the 
key’ and so on. It is used correctly when the candidate is 
asked to ’give the word’, but when it comes to the sign of 
the degree, it is impossible to ‘give’ the sign. He can only 
show it, as it does not leave his body in any way or form.   
The E.O.D. defines the word ‘show’ as ‘be’, ‘allow’, or 
‘cause to be visible.’  To exhibit or produce something for 
inspection. E.g. ‘I want to show you my book.’ ‘I want to 
show you the sign.’ 
So when the candidate is asked that question, ‘Do you 
bring anything with you,’ the answer should be ‘Yes’, and 
should the Deacon not say, ‘Show Bro J Warden the sign.’ 
after all, the candidate is demonstrating or exhibiting a 
sign. It is correct, that he gives the word, as it is 
impossible for him to show it, and it is also correct, that 
he ‘takes’ the step by ‘showing’ or ‘demonstration’ it, as 
once again it is impossible for him to ‘give’ it. 



MASONIC BIRTHDAYS—NOVEMBER  (11th month) 

 

1975. Jack Yeo.         The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 
1980. Orland Lewis.        The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 
1983. James Morton.        The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 
1986. George Marr.        The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 
1988. Reg Watt.         Lodge Pukekohe No 382 
2000. Alan Tong.         The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 
2001. Charles Brothers.        The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 
2002. John McCallum.        The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 
2003. Michael Matson.        The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 
2005. Brian Morton.        The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 
2012. Nicholas Winder.       The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 
2015. Andrew Simpson.        The Wayfarers Lodge No 389 

The Masters Proposed Visits 

Brethren: The Master has no visits planned at this stage, but has 
indicated, that if any Brother wishes to visit another lodge, 
please contact him. 

Laughter the best medicine 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE QUILL AND COMPASSES ARE MOST 
WELCOME. REMEMBER, THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER 

For Christmas, Edgar brought his mother in-law a 
lovely new chair…….but his wife wouldn’t let him 

pug it in. 

How serious do we take our membership of the Craft and 
of the Lodge? This month we not only had the explanation 
of the second degree tracing board, but also had some 
interesting answers to the Master’s question of, ‘how do 
you learn ritual.’ However, what was most notable, was 
the number of apologies received for this particular night. 
Having been in the Craft now for nearly 30 years, I have 
always noted, and more particularly so, in my mother 
lodge, during my early years as a Mason, that attendance 
at our meetings was always at its lowest, when there was 
to be a lecture. Lectures in my days, were designed to be 
a night of education, and there were some very good 
lecturers and lectures given. But of course, on the other 
hand, there were also some very bad ones as well. And it 
was because of these bad ones, that members stayed 
away on lecture and education nights. Today, lectures are 
very few and far between, and it appears that the move 
has been more towards an open lodge discussion on 
Masonic topics. Yet we still get poor attendance at these 
types of meetings. “Why”?  
Next month, the work is going to be an explanation on 
some of the other Orders, and this should be an 
interesting evening, for we have all heard about these 
other Orders, so if you don’t know anything about them, 
then this is the month to come and advance your masonic 
knowledge.  

THE OTHER ORDERS 
 

Most of you would have by now received the latest 
Freemason magazine, issue 3 vol. 45, September 2017 
and read the ‘Opinion’ piece of VW Bro Knox’s article 
‘Our Masonic family’. Many of the members of these 
other Orders, refer to them as the ’Higher Degrees’. And 
there are of course, many who do not believe, that they 
are not the ’Higher Degree’s’ What are your thoughts? 
Grand Lodge, in the BoC., states that it only recognises 
the degree of E.A., F.C., M.M., Mark Master, (RAC) 
Excellent Master, (RAC) and Holy Royal Arch, as pure 
Ancient Freemasonry. If Grand Lodge, does not recognise 
these others Orders, why do you have to be a Freemason 
to join them? 
Also, if Grand Lodge’s do not recognise these orders as 
being Ancient Freemasonry, then how can they be 
considered the ’Higher Degrees.’ Some say, that the 
highest degree in Freemasonry, is that of Master Mason. 
The only connection that these Orders have in regards to 
Freemasonry, is that you have to be a Freemason to join. 
Each of these Orders, have their own Constitution and 
are not governed by Grand Lodge, so in essence, are they 
not independent bodies in their own right? 
So what are these other Orders? Here are just a few. 
 
The Holy Royal Arc 
Order of Mark Master Masons (English only) 
Order of the Secret Monitor 
Ancient and Accepted Rite for England and Wales. Known 
as ‘Rose Croix’ under the E.C. 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
Knights Templar 
The Allied Masonic Degrees 
Royal Order of Scotland 
Red Cross of Constantine 
York Rite (USA) 
Knight Mason (Ireland) 
And  many others 


