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Ian Mclean’s Newsletter  -                                      Issue 2 April to June 2017 

Greetings to you all Brethren. 

Welcome to my second newsletter, the last two months have been a very steep learning curve for 

me as your new District Grand Master. The first of the many new challenges that faced me was 

getting the installation ritual under my belt. It will come as no surprise that learning a ritual for the 

first time even though you have heard it many times is not easy. As you get more mature the task 

does not get any easier I can assure you. My first few installations were not easy but due to the 

support I received at those installations I am now getting a little more comfortable with the task. 

 The big surprise was the amount of behind the scenes work that is required as District Grand 

Master. These requests, duties and problems to be dealt with came thick and fast. Some were easy 

to deal with, others required me understanding a whole new world of protocols between 

constitutions and also the NZ book of constitution as well. Many a happy hour was spent digging 

through these I can assure you 

 The final and perhaps most personal surprise was the change that I found in how even old friends 

now regard me. Before my appointment as District Grand Master I was just W Bro Ian or just Ian, 



now I am DGM folk regard me as the District Grand Master. It’s not that they are any less friendly, 

just a little more guarded as they are now talking to me in my new persona.   

My initial series of meetings within the Nelson and Blenheim Lodges was to consult you in relation to 

the stand up for Freemasonry campaign. I have received some feedback from that presentation and 

also further information from Grand Lodge. Accordingly I have updated the information I distributed 

at those talks and I have prepared a small card as an Aide Memoire which is at the bottom of this 

news letter.  

What I plan to do is to prepare copies of this Aide Memoire for you all which will be sent to your 

Lodge Secretary. It is not all I want you to say, or what you must say, it’s the start of a conversation 

so you may feel more comfortable in responding to others. I know that if you use these as guidelines 

it will help you in deciding what to say. Also in June you will receive a new booklet “Simple answers 

to leading questions” included in your Freemasons magazine. The Aide Memoire together with this 

new Grand Lodge booklet will provide you with an excellent way of discussing Freemasonry with 

interested individuals. 

I also commend to you the new District web site pages which are within the Southern Division part of 

the Grand Lodge web site. (The address is first go to http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv/ then click 

on District Grand Masters Comments – then Nelson Marlborough).  The site is regularly updated with 

the reports I receive from the meetings and also it contains a list of the meetings and social events 

coming up in the next month or so and which ones I plan to attend.  So if you are having a meeting 

please take a photo and write a few lines about what happened and send it to me so I can let others 

know what we are up to. 

I am also particularly interested in ensuring social events are reported and given the publicity that 

your efforts so richly deserve. 

Kindest regards 

Ian 

 

 
What does becoming a Freemason 
commit me to? 
 

● A commitment to attend the 

regular meetings of the Lodge.  

● Becoming practiced in its 

ceremonies and customs.  

● Visiting other Lodges.  

● Having an active social life both 

within and outside the Lodge. 

● Involvement in charitable 

activities. 

 
For further information see the booklet 

“Simple Answers” 

 

 
 

Speak Up for Freemasonry 
An Aide Memoire 

 

 
 

 Freemasons New Zealand Southern 
Division  

 
 
 

  



 

 
 

What is Freemasonry 
Freemasonry is a brotherhood of good men 

meeting and working in harmony. 
 

The Benefits of being a Freemason 
Fellowship  

● Lifelong friendships. 

● Mixing and working with men of 

high integrity.  

● Local and international friends. 
 

Self Development 
● Character and Confidence 

building.  

● Experience in organization 

management. 

 

Benevolence 
● We care for the needs of the members 

● Care of the whole community.  

● Awareness of the needs of those around us. 
 

Life balance 
● It is an oasis where calm and order prevails.  

● Provides a distinct and refreshing channel for 

diversion and relaxation. 

Family 
● Family activities and Involvement. 

● Social programmes.  

● Social engagement with other families. 

 

It was a Grand Day out 

On the 27th Of May Victory Wakatu Lodge held its annual installation of the new Worshipful Master 

and his officers. Following his so successful first year as WM Gerrit van Asche has been asked to 

continue as Master.  Under his stewardship the Lodge has recruited a number of new members with 

more in the queue to join. The photo below show Gerrit and his team of officers for 2017. 

 

Gerrit received seven sitting masters at the ceremony, this a testimony to high regard in which he 

and the Lodge is held in the District. Of note was that the Lodge’s newest brother’s (only just made 

an Entered Apprentice) attended this ceremony and was accompanied by his mother and father.   



However to the attendees from other Lodges (like me) the stars of the day were the Grand Lodge 

Officers, ably lead by Very Worshipful Brother Ian Mclean, who turned out on masse to support the 

installation ceremony. They came from all over the District and performed their parts in the 

ceremony with a sense of real occasion. When one of these so experienced masons presented a 

charge during the ceremony it was done with an ease and humility which is an example of to us all of 

how to make our beautiful ritual live. 

V W Bro Mclean asked for a photograph to be taken of the NZ constitution Grand Officers that were 

there that day and so it’s with great pride we included it in this report to acknowledge the 

contribution that these masons have and continue to make to the District. 

David Marsh 

 

W Bro Mervyn Barker Ties down the Past Masters Night 

 

W Bro Mervyn Barker, one of the senior Past 
Masters in Lodge Nelson volunteered to 
organise the traditional Past Masters night 
which was held on the 17th of May 2017. In 
selecting Past Masters to assist him he tried to 
select as many as possible who had become 
joining members of Lodge Nelson. This was a 
bit of a mini challenge to them as the Lodge 
Nelson traditional working has a few interesting 
tweaks from the NZ standard. Bro Scott Baker 
volunteered to be the candidate and the 
ceremony began one the Lodge Nelson Gerald 
Lavercome had opened the lodge. The 
ceremony went well and an enjoyable night 
was had by all.  

The only real Hiccup Mervyn’s Bow Tie kept 
coming undone.  

Better luck next year!! 



 

Big gathering of Freemasons to welcome Jamie Williams to Unanimity Lodge 

 

  

 

  

 

  

Victory/Wakatu Lodge made its annual visit 
to Unanimity Lodge In Blenheim on the 
10th of May 2017. The ceremony was a first 
degree for Jamie Williams (see Photo 
above). Jamie’s father had been master of 
the lodge and sadly died whilst he was in 
the chair. The evening was attended by 38 
masons.It seems that the Freemasons in 
Blenheim do a lot more visiting than is seen 
in Nelson. Victory Wakatu was well 
represented at the meeting including their 
new father and son members Robert and 
Tamas Fekete. (Photo left) 

Gerrit Van Asche Published 18th May 2017 

 Masonic Ladies “Doing for themselves” 

On the 29th of April Yvonne 
Mclean organised a get 
together for the Ladies of the 
Nelson and Marlborough 
Lodges at the Pelorus Café. 
 
Nineteen ladies attended, 
chatted, ate lovely food and 
generally had a good time.  

 
A number of the Ladies commented that it was good getting to know each other better 
as it makes it easier and more enjoyable when we meet again at installations. 
Nelson and Marlborough Ladies will continue to meet separately until our next joint 
luncheon in November, at a date and venue yet to be arranged. Posted 2nd May 2017 

 
  



Ken Smith becomes a Mark Master Mason 
 
On Thursday 28th of April Bro 
Ken Smith of Lodge Nelson was 
advanced to the degree of a 
Mark Master Mason by V. Ex 
Companion Derek Nees and 
the officers of Victory Chapter. 
23 members of the Chapter 
were present that evening to 
see and take part in this 
interesting and colourful 
ceremony. The evening was 
further enhanced by the 
presence of the Grand 
Superintendent of the district 
R.Ex Comp Max Currie 
accompanied by several Grand 
and other Companions from 
the Marlborough Chapter. 

 
 
 
R Ex Comp Max Currie, V Ex Comp Derek Nees and Bro Ken Smith 

R. Ex Comp Max, was on an official visit and also invested John Connor and David Marsh as Grand 
Officers. The ceremony was also watched by Lawrence Macdonald who was advanced to this degree 
previously this year. One new feature of the evening was the use of the new Test Questions and 
Answers which had been circulated by Supreme Grand Chapter. These Q & A sheets are to help new 
members comprehend this rather complex degree in addition they  also are a help to established 
members to consolidate their understanding of the degree. 

 

Watahoi Installation – A Special Day – A Family Affair 
Su, Vaughan, Dean and Marion Machon 

 

 
 

 

Warning - This report does not include 
a picture of the District Grand Master 
This time we concentrate on the” back 
story” behind the installation in 
Watahoi on Saturday 22nd of April. The 
new master Vaughan Machon was 
proposed by his father dean Vaughan 
into Freemasonry and  Dean initiated 
Vaughan in 1982 into Whakatu Lodge 
when he was the master. Vaughan 
went to live and work in Australia and 
when he returned to NZ and laws living 
in Blenheim joined the Waitohi  Lodge 
no 111. During the installation Dean 
presented Vaughan for installation. 
 
After Vaughan was in placed in the 
chair and Dean had finished his duties 
as Junior Grand Warden ( Dean is a VW 
P G Lec) VW Ian McLean invited Dean 
to join his son in the east. A good 
number of brethren and Ladies 
attended the installation Banquet . 

 

 



District Grand Master attends his first Master Mason Degree 
 

 

Lodge Nelson on the 19th of April was honoured 
by the official visit of the District Grand Master 
Ian McLean to his New Zealand mother lodge. 
Ian was there to see the third degree on David 
Bayliss. David had his second degree in 
Wellington as Lodge Nelson has had a flurry of 
new candidates recently. 
David answered his questions with aplomb and 
this set the tone for an excellent ceremony 
which was watched by many Lodge Nelson 
members (20) plus 9 visitors.  One of the 
highlights of the night was the tracing board 
which was delivered by the Senior Warden Bob 
Llewellyn in an exemplary manner. 

  

 

A great example of Speaking Up for Freemasonry.... 

Freemasons support Scouting in Marlborough on Fun Day! freemasonsnz.org and 
www.scouts.org.nz 

The Scouts hold an annual fun day for kids on the banks of the Opawa River in Blenheim. The 
main attraction consists of two water slides. The kids use inflatable rafts, inner tubes – or 
just body-slide. Thanks to Chris Bowhill - Havelock Lodge No 104 and his supporters, this 
year the Freemasons of Marlborough turned up in force to assist the organisers deliver the 
equipment to the site, set things up and supervise the event. It proved very popular and 
Scouts New Zealand were very happy to have our support. 

The Scouts have been running this event for the past five years or so, and it usually runs in 
February. There are a number of physical activities (trampolines, gymnastics, water activities 

http://freemasonsnz.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scouts.org.nz%2F&h=ATPqep33IDYiYN7jc5Nd9FnpdiGoTv7Uo4d--FCGJC8gNan8k7S_rP1xEfybKYV1dLxXJlwK6WvhbbTwcq2ujrxMxTpw8InJlMpNGYiskQ2T1y_2TqpvfiTHh67gLCCn24NGpVAcZ__Esg&enc=AZOKIne8yYcDwl69W6GSH6J8cN9haZJIPyzy0HZzM6XsKIIiTpZmJaw4UFWxLJUrNqP0SachkfFDQux5Xak6oD2N082uSwq_TcsRyOTyDgEkGJJ54fzmJcbwyVk4XSzS9LLSWR19ak-KHzkyFrarm7nETQtcO_8MaXp_ER3BMamEawTf1vKsPYhX4GlbQmk_2Og&s=1


plus sausage sizzle, drinks etc), so there is a lot to organise. Like everyone else, their 
organisers are stretched pretty thinly, so the offer of help from us was gladly accepted. We 
have the advantage of a fairly diverse group of people and a wide age range from within 
Freemasons New Zealand. It was a great opportunity for some of our younger members to 
be seen to pitch into something tangible and to 'Speak Up for Freemasonry'. 

Photos - Max Currie 
Credit - Chris Bowhill and Max Currie 

 
Brothers Are Now Companions 

Max Currie, Brian Cameron, Ian Cameron, Peter 
Craig 

 

On Tuesday 18th of April The Marlborough 
Royal Arch Chapter (14) made two brothers 
Mark Master Masons. This unusual event was 
presided over by Peter Craig the J of the 
Chapter and Worshipful Mark Master and the 
Grand Superintendent for the District, Max 
Currie. It is a complicated ceremony and given 
the necessity to fill roles extempore it went 
very well. This is was the first meeting since the 
Chapter Installation and the new team of 
Gordon Berry who is Z (who is doing a second 
year) and Ian Plummer who is H, seem well at 
home in their new roles.  

 
Also present that night was Bro Scott Pickering 
who was made a Mark Master in February 2017. 
This is the first time he has seen the ceremony 
and to see a double one would have helped him 
understand this rather complicated part of the 
Royal Arch degree. 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Father and Son - Now Brothers 

 

Lodge Victory  -  Wakatu had a really special 
event on Tuesday the 11th of April when W Bro 
Gerrit Van Asch carried out the Initiation of 
Tamas Fekete. Last month his father Robert, 
received his Master Mason degree so now the 
Lodge has a Lewis in its midst.  It has been a 
busy week for the WM of Lodge Nelson 
(Gerald Lavercome) who attended together 
with representatives of the Forest and 
Motueka Bays Lodges. Robert Fekete gave the 
charge after the apron, his first charge in a 
Lodge which I am sure made it a very special 
evening for his son. Later in the Refectory 
Tamas delivered the shortest response to the 
new brother toast I have ever heard – “Thank 
you very much”. Well done that man! 

 

Big Night at Golden Bay 10th of April 
Golden Bay Lodge was the host to Lodge Nelson on the 10th of April when the WM (Gerald 
Lavercome) and three of the brethren went over the “marble mountain” of Takaka hill (270 plus 
bends) with the tracing board for a special event. (It’s always a joy going to the Takaka lodge rooms 
because of the warm welcome you get from its members and to see that very special carpet. 

 
 
Murray Rolton WM of Golden Bay, George Stone and Jim Kennard 
 

 BTW George is six foot three and Jim six foot six!   

One of the Lodge Nelson brethren, Jim 
Kennard, spends a lot of time away from 
Nelson working on a survey boat in the 
middle of nowhere, so it has been a 
tricky scheduling problem to give him 
the explanation of the second degree 
tracing board. The Secretary of Lodge 
Nelson (Derek Nees) made arrangements 
with the Secretary of Golden Bay (also 
Derek Nees) to do the explanation at 
their April meeting.  The presentation 
was given by George Stone who did it in 
an exemplary manner and even 
demonstrated some of the details of the 
size of the Pillars in that presentation 
using a huge pair of compasses which he 
has in his hands.  

 


