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Photo of the Ashburton Public Library 

and Lodge Erewhon summer reading 

challenge winners 

L/R Josh and winner Sam Holland, 

Mother Pam Carr and winner Charlotte 

Carr 

Ashburton Public Library and 

Erewhon Masonic Lodge. 

Summer reading competition   

“Reading is Cool” 

Erewhon Masonic Lodge recently 

helped to boost the reading levels of 

children in the Ashburton area.  They 

provided two bicycles as an incentive 

to encourage children up to the age of 

13 years to read over the holidays. 

Young borrowers taking a book out of 

the Ashburton Public Library were 

given a penny token. When they had 

collected 20 tokens and read their 20 

books they chose a small prize out of a 

basket.  At the same time their names 

were entered in the monster prize 

draw for the two bikes. The ‘Reading is 

Cool’ challenge ran for just over five 

weeks during the holidays. 

Librarian Adrienne Moodie said the 

aim of the project was to beat the 

‘summer slump’, where children’s 

reading skills slip backwards over the 

long summer break. Well over 200 

children took part, ensuring that they 

will be ready to start the school year at 

the same, or perhaps even a higher 

reading level in February. 

Lodge Secretary Noel Lowe said the 

Lodge members were keen on projects 

to help children’s education so they 

considered the competition was a 

worthwhile investment in the 

community.  

Funding for the project was provided 

by the Timaru Sophia Street Carpark 

Trust and Lodge Erewhon charity 

account. 

Charlotte Carr aged two and half years 

enjoys her mother reading books to 

her subsequently winning a bicycle, 

which she will no doubt grow to ride or 

lend to her sisters and brothers. The 
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Carr family of four children borrowed 

eighty books from the Library during 

the competition. 

Librarian Adrienne said that a parent 

reading to children is most important 

as it creates an interest of books and 

reading for a lifetime.  

Sam Holland who read forty books 

found that the bicycle size was a bit 

small so he offered to lone it to his 

brother Josh, also a participant in the 

competition. 

Noel Lowe  

Secretary Lodge Erewhon 

 

Eager children who gathered at the 

Ashburton District Public Library 

awaiting the draw of the bicycles.  
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L/R Andrew Wilson manager of 

Heartland Bank Ashburton presenting 

Emily Boyle with the Heartland Bank 

Freemasons Scholarship of $6000 for 

2017 with Les Brenssell Southern 

member for the Freemasons Charity  

 

 

Freemasons from the South Island 

Division gathered at the Methven Resort 

Hotel for their Annual Conference over the 

weekend. The Hotel proved to be a perfect 

venue with outstanding facilities and food.  

Highlight of the day was the presentation 

of the Heartland Bank Freemasons 

Charity Scholarship.    Recipient Emily 

Boyle who attended Christchurch Girls 

High School offered a magnificent CV that 

included peer tutoring and Reader/Writer 

Selected to attend Emerging Leaders 

Conference and intends to study a double 

degree in Law and Science at Otago 

University. Her community involvement 

was Riding for the Disabled as a volunteer 

Emily’s sporting prowess included Hockey, 

Soccer, Equestrian Team CGHS, and her 

Musical abilities are singing, playing the 

flute, saxophone and guitar 

Wide ranging topics were discussed at the 

Conference including the surge in 

membership growth in our own Midland 

District here in Mid and South Canterbury. 

 Local organiser of the Conference John 

Kinvig said this could be attributed to a 

variety of reasons including public 

awareness via the electronic medium and 

the Freemasons Charity.                 Joining 

members are of a younger age today. He 

was very happy with the attendance of 

100, including members who had travelled 

from Southland and Nelson.  

Freemasons from the National Office 

including the Grand Master for New 

Zealand MW Bro Mark Winger were 

present and gave a good report on 

Freemasons activities and Charities in 

New Zealand  

 Ladies were entertained with a bus tour 

around the District tourist sites and despite 

the wet day it was enjoyed by all. 

 

Noel Lowe 

Secretary Lodge Erewhon 
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Lodge Erewhon Clean up Drive 

Lodge Erewhon No 200 Master Brian 

Reodique has come up with another good 

Community project. 

On the weekend before Christmas 37 

members (some from other Lodges), 

partners and friends took part in a clean-

up project of the roads and river crossings 

along the banks of the Ashburton River.  

Worshipful Master Brian Reodique and 

Secretary VW Bro Noel Lowe liaised with 

the District Councils Community Services 

Officer Craig Goodwin to identify the areas 

that needed rubbish picked up. They 

concentrated on plastics, paper and trash. 

Blue plastic rubbish bags were supplied by 

the District Council along with maps of the 

areas in need of a clean-up. Heavy 

objects were noted for the Council. 

Two teams started on the bridge approach 

and moved down the river crossings. The 

other team concentrated on the river 

crossing west to Digby’s Bridge. 

In two hours they were amazed at the 

amount of rubbish they picked up filling 

two 1 ton trucks. 

Council Officer Craig Goodwin made 

arrangements for them to deposit the 

rubbish free of charge at the collection 

depot next day.          

Worshipful Master Brian Reodique said 

this type of project was a first for Lodge 

Erewhon No 200 and it may be revisited 

as it left a great feeling of achievement 

and pride with the membership. It has set 

a good example in the community and the 

District Council was very pleased with our 

effort.  

The Lodge has had an influx of young 

Filipino members who are willing to tackle 

community projects to raise the profile of 

Lodge Erewhon in the community. Their 

recent projects come within the objects of 

Freemasonry.    

They were disappointed that citizens had 

wilfully deposited rubbish in these areas  

 

 

 

spoiling the river crossings for those who 

use the areas for recreation. 

 

VW Bro Noel Lowe  

Secretary  

 

Members of the Lodge Erewhon clean up 

team with the bags of rubbish on trucks 

outside the Ashburton Masonic Centre.  

 

 


