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 Brother Grumpy’s  

Happening soon in Southland 
 

15 September 2017 
Brother Grumpy (VWBro.M.I.McGregor) at  man.of.arden@gmail.com 

 

Lodge Secretaries, please email your Notice Paper to the above email address. 

ALL MEETINGS ARE REGULAR MEETINGS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
 

Quick Reference Calendar for Southland District No.33 and selected neighbours 
date time lodge event place 

16 Sept 2.00 pm Celtic 477 (SC) Sesquicentennial Celebration Dunedin 

18 Sept 7.30 pm Waihopai 189 Short lectures by W.Bro.I.C.Winwood Invercargill 

19 Sept 7.30 pm Wallace 129 First Degree Tracing Board Otautau 

19 Sept 10.15 am Waverley 226 Installation – W.Bro.M.St.J.Robertson Dunedin 

20 Sept 7.30 pm Fortitude 64 Short lectures by W.Bro.I.C.Winwood Bluff 

20 Sept 7.30 pm Manuherikia Kilwinning 109 Ideas on Speak up for Freemasonry Alexandra 

21 Sept 7.30 pm St.John 94 First Degree Tracing Board Invercargill 

25 Sept 8.00 pm Waikaka 151 50-Year.  W.Bro.A.Affleck Waikaka 

26 Sept 7.30 pm Hiram 46 Exemplification of Third Degree Dunedin 

2 Oct 8.00 pm Switzers 223 Initiate – Mr. Primo Bacay Waikaia 

12 Oct 6.30 pm Mokoreta 63 Installation – W.Bro.D.Craig Wyndham 

17 Oct 6.30 pm Wallace 129 Installation – W.Bro.A.K.Hall Otautau 
 

 

ACHTUNG SECRETARIES 
If I have missed publishing your meeting details over the past month it is because I was in Australia for two weeks and I 
have been up to my ears in stuff since I got back, plus a tummy bug.  Things are now back on track, so please keep sending 
me your notices.  Masonic Moments (Grumpy) is very much an unofficial homespun effort which I work on when I have 
time.  Mistakes and typing errors sometimes occur because I am not perfect but please let me know if your details are 
incorrect and I will rectify forthwith. 

 

 

 

Lodge Celtic No. 477 (SC)  

 

 

 Saturday 16 September  2017  
The re-dedication meeting at 2pm  

 

The dinner $40 pp      Partners welcome                 
 To register contact Bruce on celtic447.150@gmail.com to request registration form 

 

Masonic Centre, Manor Place, Dunedin  
 

 

 

Lodge Waihopai No.189 
 

Short Lectures presented by 

W Bro Ian Winwood 
    A Vindication 

    The Ballot 
    The Wands 

    The First Line 
 

   Monday 18 September 2017    
7.30 pm 

 

Southland Masonic Centre, 80 Forth Street, Invercargill 
 

mailto:man.of.arden@gmail.com
mailto:celtic447.150@gmail.com
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LODGE WAVERLEY No.226 
 

The Installation of 
W.Bro.Michael St.J. Robertson 

as Master and Investiture of Officers 

Tuesday 19 September 2017 
Tyling 10.15 am.  Visitors  10.45 am 

LUNCH 
$10 for a 2 Course Lunch,  

Please  BOOK IN  for LUNCH by Sunday 17 September 
PLEASE  Contact; Grant Watson 454 2533 or Michael Robertson.  Email =  oldsquare@xtra.co.nz 

Masonic Centre, Manor Place, Dunedin 
 

 

 

The Wallace Lodge No.129  
 
 

First Degree Tracing Board 
 

Tuesday 19 September 2017 
 7-30 pm  

 

Masonic Hall, Queen St. Otautau 
 

 

 

The Fortitude Lodge No.64  
   

Short Lectures presented by 

W Bro Ian Winwood 
    Music and Freemasonry 

    The Ballot 
    The First Line (a short poem) 

 

Wednesday 20 September 2017 
    7.30 pm 

 

Masonic Hall, Bluff 
 

 

 

Lodge Manuherikia Kilwinning No.109 
 

Symposium 

Individual Ideas on 
Speak up for Freemasonry 
Chaired by  VWBro.Don Barkman PGLec 

Of the the Rsearch Lodge of Otago No.161 
 

Wednesday 20 September 2017 
7.30 pm 

 

Masonic Hall, Tarbert Street, Alexandra 
  

 

 

Lodge St.John No.94 
 

First Degree Tracing Board 
 

Thursday 21 September 2017  
7:30 pm. 

 

mailto:oldsquare@xtra.co.nz
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Southland Masonic Centre, 80 Forth Street, Invercargill 
 

 

 

The Waikaka Lodge No.151 
 

Presentation of 50-Year Service Badge and certificate to 

 

 Monday 25 September 2017  
8.00 pm. 

 

   Masonic Hall, Waikaka       
Afterwards adjourn to the Waikaka Golf Club for a social hour and reminiscing. 

 

 

 

The Hiram Lodge No.46 
 

Exemplification of the  

Third Degree  
 

Tuesday 26 September 2017  
7.30 pm 

 

Masonic Centre, Manor Place, Dunedin 
 

 

 

Lodge Switzers No.223 
 

The Initiation of 

Mr Primo Bacay 
As an Entered Apprentice Freemason 

 
 

 Monday 2 October 2017 
8.00 pm. 

 

Masonic Hall, 27 Blaydon Street, Waikaia  
 

  

 

Thee Mokoreta Lodge No.63 
 

The Installation of 

W.Bro.D.Craig 
as Master and Investiture of Officers 

by VWBro.A.K.Broad, District Grand Master and Grand Lodge Officers 
 

Thursday 12 October 2017 
6.30 pm 

 

Masonic Hall, Redan Street, Wyndham 
 

 

 

The Wallace Lodge No.129 
 

The Installation of 

W.Bro.A.K.Hall 
As Master and Investiture of Officers 

By VWBro.A.K.Hall, District Grand Master and Grand Lodge Officers 
 

Tuesday 17 October 2017 
6.30 pm 

 

Masonic Hall, Otautau 
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SOUTHLAND MASONIC CENTRE 
 

Contact details 
  

Building Ph: 03 2183392 
Maree’s Cell Ph: +64 20 41448263 

E-Mail:-  info@masoniccentre.org.nz 
Postal address  

Invercargill Masonic Heritage Building Charitable Trust 
80 Forth St.    P.O.Box 86  

Invercargill 9810 
  

 

 

HOW MANY OF YOU HAVE READ THIS! 
 

 By Steve Edwards 20 April 2016 
Re-Discovering the Meta-Narrative of Empire 

Follow the link below to find out what was written 
 

https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-
nz/51SCMA_EVI_51DBHOH_PET68056_1_A507200/aa9f9b6454d26decc7b3d1251faf250e1c9131b6 

 

A metanarrative (also meta-narrative and grand narrative; French: métarécit) in critical theory and 
particularly in postmodernism is a narrative about narratives of historical meaning, experience, or 
knowledge, which offers a society legitimation through the anticipated completion of a (as yet 
unrealized) master idea.  As I am sure you all know.    W A L O B    

 

 
 

Grumpy’s comment.  If you search for Freemasons in the 19th Century British Army and Navy involved 
in operations in New Zealand, you will surely find them.  Likewise, if you search for Freemasons in the 
19th Century British Colonial Office, or legislation or administration, who might have had a hand on the 
tiller of New Zealand affairs, you will surely find them.  Again, if you search for Freemasons who were 
part of the 19th Century colonial government and administration of New Zealand, you will surely find 
them. But, all that will prove is that there were Freemasons in the British military and the Imperial and 
Colonial government and administration.  So what?  It is a quantum leap to surmise and propose that 
the colonization of New Zealand was driven by Masonic racist and elitist ideology and personnel.  Mr. 
Edwards, alias ‘snoopdog’, is a self-proclaimed ‘investigative journalist’ and, it seems, a conspiracy 
theorist who, in my opinion, holds patently biased/prejudiced views and is, in fact, far more secretive 
about himself than Freemasonry will ever be.  Such is the nature of the sniper.  In short, Mr. Edward’s 
quasi-academic paper is way off the mark.  Mr. Edwards believes what he wants to believe and is 
trapped in his own bubble of delusion. 

 
 
 

Lodge Secretaries – click on the following link to watch a video on how to enter information on the Southern Division 
web site:-      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-bAxxtiUNA 

 

Once you have your Master Mason’s apron on, this should only be the start of your 

adventure into discovering the teachings of the three degrees of Craft Freemasonry 

and how you can make use of them in your daily life. 

https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-nz/51SCMA_EVI_51DBHOH_PET68056_1_A507200/aa9f9b6454d26decc7b3d1251faf250e1c9131b6
https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-nz/51SCMA_EVI_51DBHOH_PET68056_1_A507200/aa9f9b6454d26decc7b3d1251faf250e1c9131b6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y-bAxxtiUNA


5 
 

 

NEW MASTER MASONS – ENTRY LEVEL MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Research Lodge of Southland has an Entry Level Membership Category for new Master Masons. 
 
A Brother who has been a Master Mason for less than 5 years from the date of his Initiation can join the 
Research Lodge of Southland (no entry fee) and enjoy the privileges of membership (except for holding office) 
for 5 years at a fixed rate of dues of $20 per year. 

Contact  VWBro.Martin McGregor.   man.of.arden@gmail.com   Phone: 03 217 9038 
 

 
 

Masonic Education Builds > Masonic Retention > Masonic Understanding 
 

The First Degree Catechism is almost complete. It will be issued to Southland lodges soon. 
 

A new paper on ‘The Point within a Circle’ Copies of the paper is available via email. Contact 
V.W.Bro.McGregor 
 

V.W.Bro.M.I.McGregor.  Southland District Education Advisor. 
man.of.arden@gmail.com – gets you to the Southland Masonic Education HUB. 
 

 
Masonic Knowledge 

 

THE DIGITAL MENTOR  - A SOUTHLAND DISTRICT MASONIC EDUCATION HUB PUBLICATION 
 

Available now:- 

VEDA 1 – The Point within a Circle 
VEDA 2 -  TEMPLE 
 
 

MASONIC WEB SITES 

To seek for that which can be found 
 

Left click anywhere on link address, then Ctrl + click to follow link 
Masonic web sites with useful information, papers, and further web links 

ONLY REALLY USEFUL SITES ARE LISTED 
(If you reach a site using your default browser or link, you can place a shortcut on your home wallpaper if you 

wish.  Right click on page – select ‘Create Shortcut’ – left click and confirm.) 
This is a directory in progress – keep looking for additions 

Many thanks to those Brethren who have emailed suggestions 
 

Freemasons New Zealand http://freemasonsnz.org/ 
Grand Lodge NZ Education Pillar   http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php 
Southern Division website http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv 
Freemasons New Zealand Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons/     NEW 
Partners in Freemasonry (GLNZ) Facebook page      https://www.facebook.com/partnersinfreemasonry/  NEW 
Australian and New Zealand Masonic Research Council -ANZMRC http://www.anzmrc.org/ 
Grand Lodge of Ireland  http://www.freemason.ie 
Grand Lodge of Scotland: http://www.grandlodgescotland.com/ 
Unfortunately, the United Grand Lodge of England web site is not fruitful 
Masonic Info   http://www.masonicinfo.com/   (Excellent Masonic site with much about anti-
masonry) 
Freemasonry 101  http://freemasonry-101.com/ 
Masonic Dictionary  http://www.masonicdictionary.com/ 

mailto:man.of.arden@gmail.com
http://freemasonsnz.org/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/div/educationpillar.php
http://www.themasons.org.nz/sdiv
https://www.facebook.com/nzfreemasons/
https://www.facebook.com/partnersinfreemasonry/
http://www.anzmrc.org/
http://www.freemason.ie/
http://www.grandlodgescotland.com/
http://www.masonicinfo.com/
http://freemasonry-101.com/
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/
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Masonic Lodge of Education http://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/ 
Freemasons-Freemasonry http://www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/   (This is the famous Pietre-Stones 
web site – arguably the world’s best Masonic web site) 
Freemasonry.fm  http://www.freemasonry.fm/ 
Masonic Awareness at the Speed of Light- MATSOL http://www.matsol.info/ 
Grand Lodge of British Columbia and Yukon  http://www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/symbolism/ 
Lewis Masonic (publishers) Videos   http://www.lewismasonic.co.uk/ 
Masonic Lodge Info  http://www.masonic-lodge.info/ 
The Masonic Trowel  http://www.themasonictrowel.com/ 
University of Bradford – Web of Hiram  http://www.bradford.ac.uk/webofhiram/     Superb 
Phoenix Masonry  http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/  

Linford Lodge of Research http://www.linfordresearch.info/ 
York Rite   http://www.yorkrite.com/     
Mason Smart   http://www.masonsmart.com/ 
Freemasonry Today magazine http://www.freemasonrytoday.com/   (UGLE:  view back issues) 
MQ Magazine   http://www.mqmagazine.co.uk/ (back issues) 
Centro Ibérico de Estudios Masónicos  http://www.cienmas.org/   Spanish site in English 
Masonic Source Book  http://www.masonicsourcebook.com/ 
DMOZ    https://www.dmoz.org/  Links only 
Southern California Lodge of Research  http://www.theresearchlodge.org/ 
The Masons   http://www.themasons.org.nz 
Lodge Devotion No.723 (GVic) http://www.lodgedevotion.net  (excellent ANZAC site)   NEW 
Lodge St.Patrick No.468  (IC) http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz          NEW 
Paul M Bessel’s Homepage http://bessel.org/homepage.htm NEW    Famous site 
Masonic Encyclopedia  http://masonicencyclopedia.com/ NEW 
Masonic Library and Museum Association http://www.masoniclibraries.org/    NEW 
Masonic Service Association of North America  http://www.msana.com        NEW 
Freemasonry Matters  http://www.thefraternity.info  NEW 
Stitching Argus   http://www.stichtingargus.nl   NEW  Treasure trove of – fraternities –rituals 

GENERAL REFERENCE 
Internet Sacred Text Archive http://www.sacred-texts.com/index.htm NEW    Huge collection 
Jerusalem 101   http://www.generationword.com/jerusalem101.html NEW 
Jewish Encyclopaedia  http://jewishencyclopedia.com/  NEW 
Pinterest  pics of 356 best masonic lodges – leads to many more pics of Freemasonry, Knights Templar, etc. 
 https://nz.pinterest.com/thepumpmann/masonic-lodges-temples-monuments/?lp=true    NEW 
 

REGALIA 
Regalia Supplies NZ  http://www.regaliasupplies.co.nz/ NEW 
Masonic Exchange NZ  http://www.masonicexchange.co.nz/ NEW 
Robert Embroideries NZ  http://www.robertembroideries.co.nz/masonic-regalia.html NEW 
Masonic Supply Shop US http://www.masonicsupplyshop.com/ NEW 
 

GET TO KNOW YOURSELF 
Keirsey Temperament Sorter http://www.keirsey.com/ Personality test    NEW 
Typology Central  http://www.typologycentral.com/     NEW 
Brainmetrix   http://www.brainmetrix.com/  IQ Test   NEW 
Ihhp    http://www.ihhp.com/  Emotional intelligence NEW 
Help Yourself   http://www.helpself.com/ Cognitive intelligence NEW 
McGraw Hill education  https://highered.mheducation.com/ Links, etc. NEW 
Queendom tests  https://www.queendom.com/tests/index.htm  NEW 
IQ Test. Com   http://iqtest.com/  NEW 
Self growth   http://www.selfgrowth.com/ Links NEW 
 

 

 

 

“It is difficult to work with people who confuse Austria with Australia.” 
 

President of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin – referring to the US diplomatic service 
 

 

http://www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/
http://www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/
http://www.freemasonry.fm/
http://www.matsol.info/
http://www.freemasonry.bcy.ca/symbolism/
http://www.lewismasonic.co.uk/
http://www.masonic-lodge.info/
http://www.themasonictrowel.com/
http://www.bradford.ac.uk/webofhiram/
http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/
http://www.linfordresearch.info/
http://www.yorkrite.com/
http://www.masonsmart.com/
http://www.freemasonrytoday.com/
http://www.mqmagazine.co.uk/
http://www.cienmas.org/
http://www.masonicsourcebook.com/
https://www.dmoz.org/
http://www.theresearchlodge.org/
http://www.themasons.org.nz/
http://www.lodgedevotion.net/
http://www.lodgestpatrick.co.nz/
http://bessel.org/homepage.htm
http://masonicencyclopedia.com/
http://www.masoniclibraries.org/
http://www.msana.com/
http://www.thefraternity.info/
http://www.sacred-texts.com/index.htm
http://www.generationword.com/jerusalem101.html
http://jewishencyclopedia.com/
https://nz.pinterest.com/thepumpmann/masonic-lodges-temples-monuments/?lp=true
http://www.regaliasupplies.co.nz/
http://www.masonicexchange.co.nz/
http://www.robertembroideries.co.nz/masonic-regalia.html
http://www.masonicsupplyshop.com/
http://www.keirsey.com/
http://www.typologycentral.com/
http://www.brainmetrix.com/
http://www.ihhp.com/
http://www.helpself.com/
https://highered.mheducation.com/
https://www.queendom.com/tests/index.htm
http://iqtest.com/
http://www.selfgrowth.com/
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Whats in a Word? 
Did you know that the word gossip was originally the word for a godparent – from the Old English 
godsibb, from god ‘God’ and sib ‘relative.’  As King James I said “not all Stewarts are sib to the king.”  
The word gay has a famously different meaning from the original.  The word goes back to the 14th 
Century and derives from the Old French word gai, meaning light-hearted and carefree.  By the 17th 
Century the meaning had extended to ‘addicted to social pleasures’ often with an implication of loose 
morality.  The modern association with homosexuality dates back to the 1930’s.  The word galore is an 
Irish word – go leor –meaning ‘in abundance.’  There are five rivers in England and three in Scotland 
called Avon – because the old British word for river was ‘avon.’  So when we say “River Avon”, we are 
saying ‘river, river’. 
 I can do heaps more of this stuff, if you like.   
 

 
 

 “What is truth?” Pontius Pilate 
 

Pontius Pilate is famously the Roman official who interrogated Jesus and ordered his crucifixion.  All 
four Gospels contain very similar record of this famous encounter which was so unusual and puzzling in 
some respects that it leads one to believe it is a true story, but one which leaves some questions 
unanswered.    So, who was this Pontius Pilate? 

In literature, Pontius Pilate (Pontius Pilatus in Latin) is variously described as the ‘governor’ or 
‘procurator’ of Judea but, in fact, he was the fifth ‘prefect’ of the Roman province of Judaea from AD 
26–36. He served under Emperor Tiberius but was actually appointed to office by Lucius Aelius Sejanus, 
Prefect of the Praetorian Guard, who effectively ruled the Roman Empire during the Emperor Tiberius’s 
self-imposed exile.  Tiberius was one of the greatest Roman generals; his conquest of Pannonia, 
Dalmatia, Raetia, and temporarily, parts of Germania, laid the foundations for the northern frontier.   
He succeeded the Emperor Augustus on 18 September 14 AD and at first ruled ably and well but, 
affected terribly by the death of his son Drusus and increasingly disillusioned with Roman politics, in 26 
AD Tiberius removed himself from Rome and left administration largely in the hands of his 
unscrupulous Praetorian prefects Lucius Aelius Sejanus and Quintus Naevius Sutorius Macro.  He exiled 
himself to the Isle of Capri, where he lived an increasingly debauched life in a pleasure palace 
overlooking the Mediterranean.  Some of his sensual activities involved cavorting with young – very 
young – boys, his nymphs.  In fact, Augustus had set such a high standard for the performance of the 
office of Emperor that only a handful of his successors came close to measure.  But if Tiberius was 
morally debased, his successor, the infamous Caligula, was a hundred times worse! 

The sources for Pilate's life are an inscription known as the Pilate Stone, which confirms his 
historicity and establishes his title as prefect; a brief mention by Tacitus; Philo of Alexandria; Josephus; 
the four canonical gospels; the Acts of the Apostles; the First Epistle to Timothy; the Gospel of 
Nicodemus; the Gospel of Marcion; and other apocryphal works. Based on these sources, it appears 
that Pilate was an equestrian (knight) of the Pontii family, and succeeded Valerius Gratus as prefect of 
Judaea in AD 26. Once in his post he offended the religious sensibilities of his subjects, leading to harsh 
criticism from Philo, and many decades later, Josephus. According to Josephus, who wrote about it 
around AD 93, Pilate was deposed and sent to Rome by Lucius Vitellius after harshly suppressing a 
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Samaritan uprising, arriving just after the death of Tiberius which occurred on 16 March in AD 37. Pilate 
was replaced by Marcellus.   

Pilate caused outrage amongst the Jews over his aqueduct project.  The project was to build an 
aqueduct to carry water into Jerusalem and it was beneficial to the city, although an opportunity for 
corrupt practices (back handers and profiteering) which Pilate took full advantage of.  Pilate felt very 
strongly that the Jews should pay for it and, when they refused, he sent his soldiers to plunder the 
Temple.  Pilate’s usual HQ was not Jerusalem, but Caesarea, a port town on the Mediterranean coast.  
The town was built by Herod the Great about 25–13 BCE as the port city Caesarea Maritima.  It served 
as an administrative centre of Judaea Province of the Roman Empire.  The town featured a fortified 
harbour, palace, amphitheatre, circus (racecourse, temples) and administrative buildings as well as 
housing for a sizeable population.  The town was protected by a wall and many towers and there were 
three gateways.  The ruling official of Judea was the Prefect but Judea also had a king from a native 
dynasty and there was a large degree of self-rule, especially concerning matters of religion, which was 
very central to the Jewish way of life.   Although Judea counted as a Roman province, its official status 
was that of being a ‘client kingdom’ under Roman protection.  But the Romans didn’t provide 
protection for nothing, hence one of Pilate’s roles was to collect taxes, another opportunity for 
corruption.  Pilate commanded very little military power and was fully aware that he had to tread 
carefully in his dealings with the Jews and the complex nature of their society. For the first six years of 
Pilate's term, Syria's legate ruled from Rome, and Pilate had no way to request military support. Pilate 
had to become very skilled at protecting Rome's interests while keeping the local population appeased. 
He showed this characteristic early in his term in a confrontation described by the historian Josephus.  
Apparently a new cohort of guards was assigned to Jerusalem, bearing a standard of undefined design 
that was sacrilegious to the Jews. When a group of Jews surrounded Pilate's residence, insisting they'd 
rather die than allow the offence to remain, Pilate relented and removed the standards.  He didn’t 
always get it right, but the fact he was in office longer than normal speaks of a man who coped quite 
well overall. 

This brings us to why the Romans were in Judea in the first place. The Roman province of Judea 
(also called Iudaea) incorporated the regions of Judea, Samaria and Idumea, and extended over parts 
of the former regions of the Hasmonean and Herodian kingdoms of Israel. It was named after Herod 
Archelaus's Tetrarchy of Judea, but the Roman province encompassed a much larger territory. The 
name "Judea" was derived from the Kingdom of Judah of the 6th century BCE.  The province of Judea 
was the scene of unrest at its founding in 6 CE during the Census of Quirinius.  The first intervention of 
Rome in the region dates from 63 BCE, following the end of the Third Mithridatic War, when Rome 
made a province of Syria. After the defeat of Mithridates VI of Pontus, Pompey (Pompey the Great) 
sacked Jerusalem and established Hasmonean prince Hyrcanus II as Ethnarch and High Priest, but he 
was denied the title of King. A later appointment by Julius Caesar was Antipater the Idumaean, also 
known as Antipas, as the first Roman Procurator.  Herod the Great, Antipater's son, was designated 
"King of the Jews" by the Roman Senate in 40 BCE.  He did not gain military control until 37 BCE. During 
his reign the last representatives of the Hasmoneans were eliminated, and the great port of Caesarea 
Maritima was built.   He died in 4 BCE, and his kingdom was divided mostly among three of his sons, 
who became tetrarchs ("rulers of a quarter part", or in this case rather of "thirds"). One of these 
tetrarchies was Judea corresponding to the territory of the historic Judea, plus Samaria and Idumea. 
Herod's son Herod Archelaus, ruled Judea so badly that he was dismissed in 6 CE by the Roman 
emperor Augustus, after an appeal from his own population. Another, Herod Antipas, ruled as tetrarch 
of Galilee and Perea from 4 BCE to 39 CE, being then dismissed by Caligula. The third tetrarch, Herod's 
son Philip, ruled over the north eastern part of his father's kingdom. 

In 6 CE Archelaus' tetrachy (Judea, plus Samaria and Idumea) came under direct Roman 
administration. Even though Iudaea is simply derived from the Latin for Judea, many historians use it to 
distinguish the Roman province from the previous territory and history. Iudaea province did not initially 
include Galilee, Gaulanitis (the Golan), nor Peraea or the Decapolis. Its revenue was of little importance 
to the Roman treasury, but it controlled the land and coastal sea routes to the bread basket Egypt and 
was a border province against the Parthian Empire because of the Jewish connections to Babylonia 
(since the Babylonian exile). The capital was at Caesarea (Maritima),[7] not Jerusalem. Quirinius 
became Legate (Governor) of Syria and conducted the first Roman tax census of Syria and Iudaea, 
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which was opposed by the Zealots. Iudaea was not a Senatorial province, nor exactly an Imperial 
province, but instead was a "satellite of Syria" governed by a prefect who was a knight of the 
equestrian order (as was Roman Egypt), not a former consul or praetor of senatorial rank.[10] Pontius 
Pilate, whose name was recorded in the Pilate Stone, was one of these prefects, from 26 to 36 CE. Still, 
Jews living in the province maintained some form of independence and could judge offenders by their 
own laws, including capital offences, until c. 28 CE. 

Herod Antipater,  born before 20 BC – died after 39 AD), known by the nickname Antipas, was a 
1st-century ruler of Galilee and Perea, who bore the title of tetrarch ("ruler of a quarter") and is 
referred to as both "Herod the Tetrarch" and "King Herod" in the New Testament although he never 
held the title of king. He is widely known today for accounts in the New Testament of his role in events 
that led to the executions of John the Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth.  After being named to the throne 
by Augustus upon the death of his father, Herod the Great, in 4 BC, and subsequent ethnarch rule by 
his brother, Herod Archelaus, Antipas ruled Galilee and Perea as a client state of the Roman Empire. He 
was responsible for building projects at Sepphoris and Betharamphtha, and more important for the 
construction of his capital Tiberias on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. Named in honour of his 
patron, the emperor Tiberius, the city later became a centre of rabbinic learning.  Antipas also had a 
palace in Jerusalem. 

Antipas divorced his first wife Phasaelis, the daughter of King Aretas IV of Nabatea, in favour of 
Herodias, who had formerly been married to his half-brother Herod II. According to the New 
Testament Gospels, it was John the Baptist's condemnation of this arrangement that led Antipas to 
have him arrested; John was subsequently put to death in Machaerus.  Besides provoking his conflict 
with the Baptiser, the tetrarch's divorce added a personal grievance to previous disputes with Aretas 
over territory on the border of Perea and Nabatea. The result was a war that proved disastrous for 
Antipas; a Roman counter-offensive was ordered by Tiberius, but abandoned upon that emperor's 
death in 37 AD.  In 39 AD Antipas was accused by his nephew Agrippa I of conspiracy against the new 
Roman emperor Caligula, who sent him into exile in Gaul. Accompanied there by Herodias, he died at 
an unknown date. 

In theory, Pontius Pilate had a cushy job.  He enjoyed luxury accommodation in a seaside resort 
and on top of his salary he had the opportunity to line his pockets with the proceeds of corrupt 
practices.  He was more than likely a crony of his boss Sejanus and, like his boss, was a Roman on the 
make and on the take.  He was protected by a small number of soldiers, some of whom may have been 
locals.  In a major emergency Pilate would have needed to have called on the assistance of the 
governor of Syria, his immediate superior, and the legions under his command.  More legions were 
based in Egypt.  Pilate would have been on good diplomatic terms with Herod Antipas (on personal 
terms he wasn’t) who also controlled a small army and whose personal bodyguard were probably 
Gauls. Then, along came Jesus. 

It is clear from the Gospels that Pontius Pilate was reluctant to take ownership of the problem 
of Jesus and that is entirely credible.  It seems that Pilate initially had trouble understanding exactly 
what the problem was but mastered a steep learning curve quite well.  Also, from previous dealings 
with the Jews he had learned a few lessons and was wary as to what agendas might be at play and 
would have realized the potential for volatile situations to boil up suddenly and from nowhere.  At the 
time, he was in Jerusalem and would not have been protected by sufficient forces to withstand a major 
insurrection.  His only hope would have been to hold out in the Antonia fortress until help arrived from 
Syria and this would have been an embarrassment and the end of his career.  He had a chance to prove 
himself. 

To understand the situation, we must detect who wanted Jesus out of the way.  Pontius Pilate 
was primarily interested in protecting Roman interests.  Pilate would not have seen Jesus’s teachings 
and religious activities as affecting the Roman state religion.  The Romans practised religious tolerance 
in so far that they did not usually interfere with or suppress the religions of the peoples they brought 
under Roman control.  However, they insisted that Roman citizens sacrifice to the gods of Rome.  
Failure or refusal to do so was sedition but only for Roman citizens.  Roman attitudes towards the Jews 
are hard to gauge because Jews living in Rome were periodically persecuted throughout the reign of 
Augustus and Tiberius for reasons that are not at all clear.  Nevertheless, Jesus’s religious activities 
would have been of no interest to Pilate unless Jesus was using religion to stir up opposition to the 
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Romans and therein might be a grain of possibility for Jesus was associated with some of the anti-
Roman Zealots, who might be loosely described as an ancient terrorist group.  It might have occurred 
to Pilate that Jesus might be guilty of sedition by association. 

However, it was the Jews that originally tried Jesus. The ancient Jewish court system was called 
the Sanhedrin. The Great Sanhedrin was the supreme religious body in the Land of Israel during the 
time of the Holy Temple. There were also smaller religious Sanhedrins in every town in the Land of 
Israel, as well as a civil political-democratic Sanhedrin.  The earliest record of a Sanhedrin is by 
Josephus who wrote of a political Sanhedrin convened by the Romans in 57 B.C.E. Hellenistic sources 
generally depict the Sanhedrin as a political and judicial council headed by the country’s ruler.  
Tannaitic sources describe the Great Sanhedrin as a religious assembly of 71 sages who met in the 
Chamber of Hewn Stones in the Temple in Jerusalem. The Great Sanhedrin met daily during the 
daytime, and did not meet on the Sabbath, festivals or festival eves. It was the final authority on Jewish 
law.  The Sanhedrin judged accused lawbreakers, but could not initiate arrests.  It required a minimum 
of two witnesses to convict a suspect. There were no attorneys. Instead, the accusing witness stated 
the offense in the presence of the accused and the accused could call witnesses on his own behalf. The 
court questioned the accused, the accusers and the defence witnesses. The Great Sanhedrin dealt with 
religious and ritualistic Temple matters, criminal matters appertaining to the secular court, proceedings 
in connection with the discovery of a corpse, trials of adulterous wives, tithes, preparation of Torah 
Scrolls for the king and the Temple, drawing up the calendar and the solving of difficulties relating to 
ritual law. In about 30 C.E., the Great Sanhedrin lost its authority to inflict capital punishment.  

Jesus was tried no less than six times on the same day.  Firstly, he was apprehended by a 
‘multitude’ in the dead of night.  From the evidence that there were ‘servants’ of the High Priest 
present, it probable they were servants who had been ordered by the High Priest to apprehend Jesus, 
and they were accompanied by a mob in order to overwhelm Jesus’s supporters.  Then followed a 
chain of events, so-called ‘trials,’ which were irregular in many respects.  Clearly, in all this, speed was 
of the essense. 

 

1. The trial before Annas: (John 18:12-14, 19-23) include the details of the first Jewish trial 
of Jesus. Annas was the father-in-law of Caiaphas the high priest. 

 

2. The trial before Caiaphas: All four Gospels record this trial (Matthew 26:57-68; Mark 
14:53-65; Luke 22:54, 63-65; John 18:24), with Matthew offering the most detailed account. We are 
told Caiaphas was high priest that year and had predicted one man should die on behalf of the people. 
In this second trial, the religious leaders gathered together, bringing many false witnesses against 
Jesus. Jesus spoke of Himself as the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power, a clear reference to 
Himself as Messiah. The high priest tore his clothes, claiming Jesus had given evidence worthy of death 
on His own. 

 

3. The trial before the Sanhedrin: All three Synoptic Gospels record this third Jewish trial 
(Matthew 27:1; Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66-71) that took place "as soon as it was day" (Luke 22:66). Jesus 
again referred to Himself as the Son of Man and was delivered to the Roman leader Pilate for trial. 

 

4. The trial before Pilate: All four Gospels record this trial (Matthew 27:1-2, 11-14; Mark 
15:1-5; Luke 23:1-7; John 18:28-32, 33-38), with John giving an extended account. Pilate found nothing 
worthy of death to condemn, sending Jesus to King Herod. 

 

5. The trial before Herod: Only Luke records this trial (Luke 23:6-12). Herod hoped to see a 
miracle, though Jesus answered none of the charges against Him. Herod and his men mocked Jesus and 
sent Him back to Pilate with a kingly robe. 

 

6. The second trial before Pilate: All four Gospels record this trial (Matthew 27:15-23; Mark 
15:6-14; Luke 23:13-22; John 18:39-19:6). In the end, Pilate claimed to have nothing to do with the 
punishment of Jesus, leaving the fate of Jesus to the crowd in the form of allowing them to choose 
freedom for Jesus or to release a known criminal named Barabbas. 

 

There can be no doubt that it was the Jewish religious establishment who wanted Jesus out of 
the way.  Jesus was the charismatic leader of a religious reform movement that started in Galilee and 
gained momentum such that he made a humble but nevertheless ceremonial entry into Jerusalem.  He 
had preached to ‘multitudes’.  His cleansing of the Temple and his debating victories over the Pharisees 



11 
 

and Sadducees was a source of envy and resentment in the religious establishment.  As to specifics, his 
claim to be the ‘Son of God’ was heresy and blasphemy in the eyes of orthodox Jews but they could not 
legally execute him on those grounds.  Jesus also claimed he would destroy the Temple in one day and 
rebuild it in three.  In parallel with these claims, Jesus was hailed as ‘King of the Jews’ by his followers 
but it is clear that Jesus did not regard his kingdom to be of this world.  Nevertheless, the Jewish 
orthodoxy thought that this claim would seal his fate because it amounted to sedition and a threat to 
Roman and Herodian authority. The priests, the Herodians, and the Pharisees had worked the people 
into a frenzy.  The Jews had already shown their zeal for defending their religion against heresy. Pilate 
knew that the priests wanted Jesus out of the way for their own self-interest (Matthew 27:18), but he 
also knew he couldn't control the crowds (verse 20). 

As for matter of Jesus being ‘King of the Jews’, Jesus himself made it plain that his kingdom was 
not of this world.  It is likely that Pilate broadly understood what was meant, but did Jesus in fact have 
a legitimate claim on the title, was he the ‘expected one’, the priest-king, the Messiah who would 
deliver the Jews?  Did Jesus have the basis of an army in his numerous followers?  The Gospel 
according to Saint Mathew begins with Jesus’s pedigree going back to Abraham including his direct 
descent from King David through 24 generations.  Then there was the episode of King Herod the 
Great’s alleged attempt to have baby Jesus killed.  Would Pilate have known about the pedigree and 
about Herod’s actions and the motives behind them?  However, even if Pilate had known about these 
things, it would not necessarily have scored against Jesus.  If Pilate had found himself confronted by a 
mass movement supporting Jesus as the rightful, temporal ‘King of the Jews’, he would have been 
inclined towards making a deal with Jesus with a view to making him a client king.  This is not a deal 
Pilate could have made of his own accord but might have allayed conflict and possibly have led to a 
workable settlement.  Pilate found himself trapped between a baying ‘multitude’ demanding the death 
of Jesus on grounds of sedition against Rome, and an ominously silent ‘multitude’ which could foment 
insurrection if Jesus was killed.  Pilate had to get his finger on the pulse of the Jews and do it quickly.  
Clearly, Pilate’s gut instinct was to put Jesus on the back burner and to impress upon the Jews the 
fairness of Roman justice.  He went some way to achieving that, but ultimately bowed to pressure from 
what he had concluded was the strongest group. 

After some tricky diplomacy and an attempt to palm the problem of Jesus on to Herod, Pilate 
bowed to pressure from the chief priests and to the ‘multitude’ and agreed to have Jesus crucified.  
Pilate did not want to execute Jesus. He questioned the chief priests, tried to give Jesus a pardon, and 
washed his hands, ceremonially showing he did not take responsibility for the sentence (Matthew 
27:17-24). Even his wife begged him not to go forward with the chief priests' plans (Matthew 27:19). 
But he still authorized the crucifixion. There is no reason to doubt the Gospel accounts or suppose 
them to be an attempt to whitewash the Romans.  Pilate’s actions were masterly under the 
circumstances but, in the end, he took the only way out that he felt would prevent insurrection.  His 
duty was to protect Roman interests and sedition was a crime for which he could have Jesus crucified.  
It may even be that Pilate felt that the slow process of crucifixion might provide time for Jesus’s 
supporters to drum up support and make appeals for his life to be spared. 

As prefect, it was his duty to keep the peace so that Rome would profit. The life of one man was 
worth avoiding a rebellion, resulting in the deaths of hundreds.  Pontius Pilate was a shrewd politician, 
an opportunist, a pragmatist, and a man well-versed in philosophy and familiar with ethics. His position 
and his well-being depended on keeping the peace with those around him. 

Nothing is known of him after his recall to Rome, but myths exist of his future suicide.  His recall 
occurred in the same year as the death of Tiberius, who was succeed by the mentally unbalanced and 
morally debased Caligula.  Pragmatist and realist as he was, Pilate would have retired from public life 
and kept a low profile, enjoying whatever nest egg he had managed to garner. 
 Pilate’s famous question of Jesus, “What is truth”, said perhaps in a spirit of commiseration, 
reflects a cynical man used to the lies and deceptions of politics, innuendo and slander, false 
accusations and ‘fake news’ and the whole litany of political skulduggery that so depressed his boss, 
the Emperor Tiberius. 
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